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Yactb nepeas. HOBbIE KYMWUPbI
Mnasal NOEANHOK

BecHa TONbKO HauymHanacb. ConHUe C KaxAablM AHEM rpeno cujbHee, U He
TONIbKO MOCKOBCKME Yynuubl CTanuM ocBoboXxaaTtbCa OT CHera WM 3aniblBaTb
rpa3blo, HO YyXXe M Ha Monsix, oCObeHHO B MecTax, rae nosbille, NOSABUINCH
NPOTa/IMHKW. 3aTO B JNIECHbIX YallaX CHer siexan ueamHon, Takomn xe b6enbin u
NYLWNCTbIA, KaK U B Havasne 3uMbl — U TOJSIbKO Koe-rAae y AepeBbeB OH Ka3ascs
Kak 6bl mcnewpéHHbIM YEPHbIMM TOYKaMuU. DTO OCTaBwuna cneabl Kanenb,
najaBllas ¢ BETBENW B TEnsble AHWU. 3uMa 1729 roaa 6bina 0cob6eHHO CHeXHas,
W CHery B NeCHbIX fIOXbuHax Hameno uenble cyrpobbl, Tak 4YTO HECKOJIbKO
newexonos, npobupaswuxcs ot Cywésa, rae OHW BbIWAWM M3 KOAbIMaru, no
KofeHa B CcHery, B rnybb MapbWMHOW polwKn, pyraTenbCkn pyranm 3Ty
06UNbHYIO CHEOM 3UMY.

Mewexonos 6bI/10 YeTBEPO. Tpoe M3 HMX — ellé COBEPLUEHHO MOooAble Namn
- 6bIn oneTbl B Tpeyxm W 3enéHble KaM3o0nbl [lpeobpaXxeHCKoro noska, a
YeTBEPTbIN, NOCTaple, 3aKyTasacsa YyTb He C FONI0BOM B LUMPOKYH MeABeXblo
wyby ManuHoBoro 6apxata, CMIbHO CMaxmMBaBLIYK Ha B6OAPCKUN 3UMHUK, TakK
elwé HeaaBHO M3rHaHHbIA U3 PYCCKOWM >XW3HW BMACTHOK pykon Benukoro
MeTpa.

OH 6bln  MOMYanMB W KaK-TO  YrproMO-COCpefoToYeH, npeacTaBnss
NOSHENLIYID MPOTUBOMOJSIOXKHOCTb FOBOPAIMBLIM MOS0AbIM ToBapuwam. WUx
BECENbIN CMeX, UX HENPUHYXAEHHas 60NTOBHS, Ka3asoCb, YXXaCHO HENPUATHO
AencteoBanu Ha Hero. OH Aaxke NopbiBasiCad 3aMeTUTb MM 3TO, HO MOYEMY-TO
caepXancs, npoMonyan u TonbkKo ewé cypoBee CABUMHYN CBOW ryctble 6poBu,
oT4yero Ha nby nerna peskas rnybokas cknagka.

Ho Monoable oduuepbl Kak 6bl M He 3aMeyanu rpuMac CBOEro MoXuaoro
CnyTHMKa. To npoBanmMBasiCb B CHer, TO BblbMpassicb Ha TPOMNKY, OHMU
npogomkanu 6ontate 6e3 yMonKy, ornawas CBOMMW MOSOAbIMU 3BOHKUMMU

ro/1I0CaMM TOPXKECTBEHHYH TULLMHY POLLW.



- [aneko ewé wnatnu? — cnpocumn oaAMH Wun3 npeobpaxeHueB, BbICOKUN,
HEMHOro Aaxe Ty4HbIn 6pIoHeT.

— A 4TO, KHsI3eHbKa, yCTan, 4YTo NM? — OTO3BaAJICS APYrOW, TOXe POC/bli U
TOXe YepHsBbIM NpeobpaxeHew,

- YctaHewb TyT! - 3aMeTun nepsBbin. — Wb, AOpora-to, POBHO YEpPT eé
ctnan. 4, noyuTtan, pa3 ABaguaTb B MPEUMCNOAHIOK fla3mn no rpyaky. BoH
CTenaHblyy, — KMBHYN1 OH B CTOPOHY HW3EHbKOro pbikeycoro odwuuepa,
YBEPEHHO Waraswero no CHEeXHOMY KOBpY, — Huyero.. OH Ha napkeTte
POBHO...

- Tak HeboCb BenbsMMHOB 3TO MECTO KaK MNATb NasibLeB Ha AeCHWULE 3HAET;
OH YX Clofa He BrnepBou waraet. Tak, 4to nn, Mmwa?

- 3Hamo, Tak! - OTKNUKHYNCA BenbaAMuHOB. — Yan, Ha TpeTben Ayanauuum B
CeKkyHAaHTax Yncnoch.

— Hy, Tbl, ONbITHbIN CEKYHAAHT, CKOPO Jib Mbl NpuUAEM? — BOCK/IMKHYN TOT,
KOTOPOro Ha3BaIn KHA3EM.

- CKkopo, cKkopo, — ycnokowun ero BenbamMmnHoB. — ELWEé waros cCOpoK, — Mbl U Y
MecTa. Takas 4yyaHas OWMHKaA eCTb — MO€ nodteHume. Ona catucdaxkuum,
KaXXMCb, Ny4yliero Mecta n He Hanaéwso. [la Tbl Yero ToOponuLWbCA-TO? — BAPYT
pacxoxOoTaBLWWUCb, 3adan BOMNpoc BenbsaMUHOB. — TpycUT TBOE CUATENbLCTBO
anb ¢ XpabpocTn TepneHbs HeT?

- Tpywy! — BOCKNMKHYN OplOHET, Aaxe OCTaHOBMBLUIUCb HA MUHYTY. —
WyTnwb, MuweHbka! W3 poaa KHA3erW bBapATMHCKMX TPYycOB MoKa He
BbIXaXkxneasno.

- [da 6yaetr, He KUNATUCb;, KOHEYHO, LWy4yy, — Tnfocnewnn 3aMeTuTb
BenbamMmnHoB. — Beab uwWb pasropesics — rMosibiIMeM BCMbiXHYN. CeHSABUH,
nornaan-Ka Ha KHA3eHbKY...

— [Ja 4yTo Ha Hero rMaaeTb-10, — 0oTo3Basica CeHsABUH. — Yal, M3BECTHbIN
3aaupa. Hu Bpary, HM apyry cnycky He AacT.

- Hy yx, 6yato n a Tako?! — Bo3pa3una bapAaTUHCKNNA.

- A TO HeT, 4yto nAn... A ¢ [ONropykum-to C 4yero paccopuicd. Tak, C
MyCTAKOB...

— Xopowwu nycrakul..



- A BOT W nonsgHKa, BOT U npuwan! — KpuKHyn BefibAMWUHOB, MepBbIM
CBOpauuBasi W3 JIOWMHbI, NO KOTOPOW OHM WK oT camoro Cyuwésa, Ha
Hebonblyo NOX6UHKY. CHer Ha 3ToM MecTe 6bin ycepaHo npuMaT. O4yeBnaHo,
3Ty NOX6MHKY nocewann, n Hepeako. N aencTBuTeNnbHO, 34eCb pa3birpanocb
B nocnegHee BpeMs HeMmasio KpoBaBbIX Apak... Benukuin npeobpasosaTtesb,
UCKOpeHsBWMIM C HeocnabHoW 3Heprmven BCE, 4YTO TOJSIbKO HAMoOMWUHAaNo
"aonrononyw crapuHy", OAHUM M3 MepBbIX YHUUTOXUN BOoXWN cya n B3aMeH
ero Benen cnopwmkam u o0bmxeHHbIM ABNATbCA K cebe, - "pabbl 6e3
nocnabHocTn paspewatb UX o0bmabl U CNopbl KPOBHblE, MOHEXe [0 4ecTu
Kacaemo". HO, KOHEYHO, HEMHOrMe un Jaxe O4YeHb HEMHOrme MOHec/In CBOWU
NW4Hble 06MAabl, CBOW YacCTHble Aefla Ha Cy4 rpo3Horo uaps, tem 6onee 4Tto U
uapt, 3aHaToMy TO 6ecrnpepblBHbIMW BOMHaMK, TO MOCTPOMKaMuU FOpPOAOB W
Kopabnen, 6bI10 Mano BpeMeHM 3aHMMATbCs ChopamMu Mexay noAAaHHbIMU.
Crtpax 6bin cunéH, paspeweHne obua "BoxbuM nonem" M3 cTpaxa LApPCKOro
rHeBa CHayasna OCTaBuAM, HO NMOTOM CHOBA MPUHSAINCE 3@ NOEANHKMU, NMOHATHO,
y>Xe He rnacHo U He TOPXeCTBEeHHO, KaK rnpexae, a BTUXOMOJIKY, NMOTanHO, B
rAyXux Mectax, Kyaa He mor 6bl AOCTaTb 30pPKMIM rna3 LapCcKoro HaMecTHMKa
tOpns PomogaHosckoro. N BoT yawa CokonbHUYbEN M MapbWHOW poLy cTana
CKpblBaTb 3a CBOMMW BEKOBbIMM CTBOJSIAMM MoeauHWMKoB. CrnepBoHadana
noeamHKN CUIbHO CMaxuBasan Ha NpexHun Boxun cyn — Apannucb B MOJIHbIX
jocnexax, Meyamu, 4yTb He nanuuyamum. A noToMm nwAW, nobbiBaBlIME 3a
pyb6exoMm, B WHbIX 3eMNax, B HeMeTyuMHe aa BO dpaHuum, npusBesnn oTTyaa
pacckasbl O Ay314auusax, UM AYy3ASUMWM  CMEHUAWM OKOHYaTesSIbHO ApEBHUMN
"Boxun cyan", HO noxbuHka B MapbuMHOM polle, Kak M npexae, ocranacb
n311061EeHHLIM MECTOM AN BCTPEUU ropsvYnX rofioB, XaxaaBLNX CMbITb 06may
KpoBblo 06uaumnka, xenaswmx "catucdakummn" c Opyxumem B pykax.

N 3Ta npecnosyTtas soxbuHka 6blna oyeHb yaobHa ANns TakuX "4ecCTHbIX
BcTpey". JloctaTo4yHO yaanéHHasa ot Cywésckon cnoboabl, oHa 6bina co Bcex
CTOPOH OKpY>XeHa BbICOKMMM COCHaMu, TOYHO 6e3MonBHas CTpaxa
obeperaBlwMMN eé OT HECKPOMHOro B3rfasga NtbonbITHbIX. 34eCb, Ha 3TOM
NonsiHKe, Hepeako, ocobeHHO B rnocnegHee BpeMs, Nocie KOHYMHbI FPO3HOro

uaps, obewaBliero noBeCcUTb W XUBOMO W MEPTBOro M3 MNoeauHLLMKOB,



CNbIWanoch na3raHbe cabenb M panup, C ryJioM packaTblBaAnUCb NUCTONETHbIE
BbICTpeNbl, CONPOBOXAAsACb XaNObHbIM CTOHOM paHeHbIX... MHOro KpoBaBbIX
ncrtopun ™mornm 6bl noBefaTb TEMHO-3€/1éHble COCHbl, MeJsIaHXO0/INYeCcKu
rnsgaeBLlme Ha NOXOUHKY, ryxo WyMs nog BeTPpOM CBOEK UIUCTOK INCTBOM;
MHOrO CTOHOB MOAC/AYLWAAN OHW, MHOIMO0 KpOBM MepeBuAann OHU Ha
NPUTONTAHHOW TpaBe JeTHEeK MOpPON, Ha MPUMSATOM CHEery 3UMHUX [AHEN.
Slpkoe CconHUe Cywwuno KpOBSHblE JYXW, CHEr 3aHOCW/ MX, HO B MaMaATn
XBOMHbIX BE/IMKAHOB 3ane4yartnenacb Ka)aasi Kanjas 3TOW KPOBU, KaXAbln
B340X HECYACTHbIX /itoen, CPaXKEHHbIX Myner Uin KINHKOM NPOTUBHUKA...
Korgpa 4eTBepo CMNYTHMKOB BbIWAM HAKOHEL, Ha MOJISAHKY, KOTOpYK Tak
pacxsBanuBasn BenbAMMHOB, CONHUE YXe BbIHbIPHYNO W3 rpsaabl 06n1akos,
CNAOLWHOM NesieHON 3aTSaHYBLMX 3aKpauHy FOpU30HTA, U MMraHTCKUM Beepom
pacKMHY0 CBOM Nyyn no 6neaHo-cuHeMy Heby. Ynanu conHevHble y4Yn U Ha
NONSIHKY, WU MO30/0TU/IN CTBOJIbI U Cy4Ybsl COCEH, N UX TEMHAs 3e/ieHb Tenepb
CTana ropasfo 3efeHee, TOYHO NocBexena cpasy.

- OgHako ™Mbl nepBble noxanosanu! — 3ametun CeHdaBMH, AocTaBas U3
KapMaHa Kkam3ona TpybouKy M KUceT C KHacTepoM.

- MpnayT v OHW... — oTo3Bancsa bapATUHCKUWK, — 9 4an, [JONropykoMmy He
pacyéT B Tpycax NpocC/bITh...

- N Tebe, Baciok, 9 BUXy — Honbwas oxoTa C HUM MoapaTbCA? — CrpoOCUn
BenbsamMmnHoB.

— BONbWON 0XOTbl HET, @ NPOYYUTb €ro XenaTesbHo...

- MpoyuunTtb!.. = CKkBO3b 3ybbl 6YpKHYN BCE BpeMss MONYaBLIMA CTapuK. —
MpoyunTtb! CMOTpU, KakK 6bl OH Tebs, ManbyMULWIKYy, HE MPOy4Yun, Aa TakK, 4YTo
BOBeK He 3abyaels...

BapsaTUHCKUIA gaxe B3APOrHys OT HEOXWAAHHOCTM M ObICTPO MOBEPHYCSH
NNLUOM K CTapuKy.

- Bbl, As8AOWKa, KaXWCb, YEM-TO HEeAOBOJIbHbI? — CJ/IOBHO W3BUHSSChb,
CrpoCus OH.

— MNoHATHO, HepoBONeH, — onaTb 6YPKHYN CTapuk, okuabiBas BapATUHCKOro
CyYMpayHbIM B3rng40M. — [la u 4OBOSIbHOMY 6bITb HeyeM. Tbl noayMamn TOMbKO,

4YTO U3 CEro BoCcnocneanoBaTtb MOXeET.



BapsTUHCKUIA ropao TPSAXHY FONI0BOW, U npe3puTesnbHas ynbibka gporHyna B
yrnax ero ry6, 4yTb-4yTb NPUKPbITbIX YCaMM.

- 8 yxe BCé obayman, asawowka. 3Hakl, Ha 4YTO Bbl HaMEéK aenaeTte, Aa
0bnabl-TO 9 HMKOMY CrnyckaTb He HamepeH, XOTb 6yAb TO U3 BpeMeHLLUMKOB
BPEMEHLLUUK.

- [lypeHb, wanas ronosa! — BOCK/AWKHY/M CTapbli KHA3b. — KoM KpoBb
6ypnnT, Tak yX n paccygok notepsan! MNoMaHM Tbl MOE CNOBO, 4YTO BCE cue
A06pOM He KOHYMUTCA. 3Hato 9 [JONropyKMx: OHUM APYr 3@ APYXKY rOpon CTOAT
M 3a CBOEro BCAKOMY [J/IOTKY neperpbi3yT. Beab HewTo Tenepb npexHue
BpeMeHa, Kak bbiBano npu 6aTiowke lMeTpe. Tenepb, 6paT, He To...

- DX, agsawuwkal - HeTepnenmeo oTo3Basics bapATUMHCKUN, — yeMy 6bITb, TOMY
He MMHOBAaTb, @ MHEe BCE paBHO XaJleTb Heyero. Y KON Bpa)aa, Tak Bpa)xaa
Ha BCHO XWU3Hb. [a n vero 60aTbca-10? B MNenbiM ann B bepé3oB NowoT, Tak
M NOoBbIlLEe HAac B TeX MecTax npebbiBatoT. BOH yX Ha 4YTO Benmka nepcoHa 6bin
AnekcaHap [daHunoBumy MeHLWWKOB, Aa W TOro Ha nNobblBKY B CUBUPCKUIA
npuropoa nocnanuv. A HaMm 4To — Mbl JII0AM ManeHbkue. Tak, 4To nn, Muwa?

N, noBepHyBwWUCb K CeHSBUMHY, MPUNEXHO COCaBLUeMy CBOK Tpybouky, OH
pacxoxoTancsi 3BOHKUM BeCESIbIM CMEXOM.

- Hy, a ecnn kHA3b Anekcen Muxannosumy u noeamHkKoBaTb C Tobon He
byneTr? — cnpocun CTapuk.

- He 6ypet? Kak He 6yaeT? — BOCKNUKHYN BapaTuHckuin. — [a 31oro 6biTh He
MoxeT!

- A BApyr MmoxeT. Bapyr Bo3bMET, Aa BMECTO TOro, 4tobbl cCaMoOMy NpuUnTK, Aa
rpyab CBOK MOA TBOK MyJII0 MOACTaBMATb, BO3bMET na AHapes ViBaHOBM4Ya
YwakoBa C nogpyyHbiMM 1 NpULWNET... YTO Tbl TOrAa AenaTtb-To 6yaeuwb?
BapsaTUHCKMI BCNbIXHYN A0 6€1KO0B rna3 u rpo3HO CXKan Kynaku.

- Kak 4yto genatb! — KpUKHYn OH. — [la 9 ero BCeHapoAHO NoasieLoM Ha3oBY,
1 U3 HEro Ny4uHbl Halwenato... 9 ero...

- MocTon, nocton! He ropsumcb o4eHb-TO! YTO Tbl C HMM caenaelwb, Koraa
bynewb cuaeTb B noasasne TarHOMW KaHuenspum? A KOMb CKOPO K AHApEto
MBaHOBMYY B pyku nonagéwb, OH Teba AapoM He OTNyCTUT.

BapsATUHCKUIA 3aayMancs, HO HEHagonro. Yepes MUHYTYy OnMsTb Becénas



yCcMelwkKa npobexana no ero nuuy.

- Bonka 60aTbCcs — B sieC He X04uTb, — CKa3an oH, — 6yab uTo 6yaet! A Konb
HEeHapoKOM nonaay B TalHyl KaHUensiputo, Tak Bbl HEBOCb, AAAKOWKA, MEeHS
BbI3BO/INTE. Beab 3TO Bbl TONLKO C BUMAY CEpAUTbl, @ Ha Aene-TO ON-OM Kak
MeHs nobute!

N oH nackoBO OXBaTWN CTapuMka CBOMMU MOTyUYMMU pyKaMMW.

- byaet, 6yaet! - ctan orébuBatbcsa TOT. — Mwb, 3aaywun coscem! N Bpéuwb
Tbl BC&, HUCKONbKO 51 Tebs He nbnto, nbo Tbl Wanas rosoBa U NycTo3BOH.

Ho nacka nneMsaAHHMKa NoAencTBOBasia Ha CypoBOro CTapuka, MOPLMHbI Ha
N6y ero pasrnagunancb M rnasa Ctanu rnsageTb MeHee CyMpaydHo.

- [1a, Benunkoe ewé Tebe cyacTbe, — CKasan OH 4Yepe3 MUHYTY, — UYTO eCTb Y
Hac nasenka K eé BbicovecTBy JlnzaBeTe lNeTpoBHe. [ain e bor 340poBbS,
OHa Hac B 06buay He AaéT. ToNbKO NOTOMY A U He Talwy Tebsa oTcio4a 3a BOpPOT,
4yTO KON cnyumnTcs 6ena, Tak eCcTb XOTb YUENUTbCHA 3a 4YTO, a TO 6bl HM BOBEK
Tebe He N03BOMA NOEANHKOBATb.

B 3To BpeMs w3 necHoM 4awm J[JOHECCA XPYCT C/IOMaBLIENCs BETKM,
NOCNbIWANNCL YbU-TO ros0ca, U B NPOCBETE TPOMMHKMN MOKA3as0Cb HECKOJIbKO
buryp.

- A, 6aTiowkun! — BOCKAMKHYN CeHaABUH, BbICTPO CTpsxmBasi nenen C CBOewn
TpybOUKN, — KaXXUCb, U BNPSAMb YLWAKOBCKNE MpUChewHNKNn nayt!
BapsTUHCKMA HEpBHO B3APOrHYA W YCTPEMWN [Na3a B MNpOCBeT, rae
yepHenucb npubnnxaswunecs GUrypbl.

- byaeT wWyTKKU-TO wWyTUTb! — 3amMeTMn BenbsMWUHOB, — 3TO CaM KHSA3b
Anekcen Mmnxannosu4 Cco TOBapuLM XanyerT.

BenbsaMnHoB He owunbcs. He ycnen oH 4OKOHYUTb CBOEN ppa3bl, Kak U3 Yalluu
Ha nNOoX6WHKY BbiWAM Tpoe oduuepos CeMEHOBCKOro nosika, OAWH U3
KOTOpbIX, WeaWnn Briepean BbICOKMW CTaTHbIM KpacaBeu, M 6bll KHA3b
Anekcen Muxannosud Jonropykuii. Korga B3rnsg bapAaTMHCKOro ynan Ha ero
nvuo, Bacunuin MatBeeBuY 3/106HO YCMEXHYNCS M TOTYac Xe OTBEN rnasa B
NPOTUBOMOJIOXHYI CTOPOHY. [ONropykuii 3amMeTun 3TO M B CBOKO O4epenb
6pocnn Ha cBOero NPoOTUBHUKA B3rns84 HENPUMUPUMOW 3106bl.

- A Bbl ono3ganu, rocnoga, — 3ametun CeHsIBUH, ApPYXXeCKW 340pOoBasiCb CO



CrnyTHUKaMun [onropykoro.

- [la BULWb, AOpOra-To Kakasd: pa3a ABa KoJsibiMara nagana, 4YyTb KOHU HOr He
obnomanu.

[lonropykuin npe3puTesibHO YCMEXHYCS U npoueann CKBo3b 3ybbl:

- Hebonblwoe aeno, Koau noaoxaann, He BeUKN NepCoHbl-To!

CeHABWMH NOKpacHen 1 pe3ko CrpoCuI:

— Tak 4To Xe, NpUCTynaTb MOXHO?

- Mpuctynante, - OTBETUN OAWMH W3 CNYTHMKOB [ONrOPYKOro, MOHMXe
pOCTOM, — 3a HaMW 3a4€epPXKN HOHe He byaerT.

- [la NoCKopen KOH4YanTe BCH 3Ty 4Yenyxy, — BCTYnuacs JONropykui, HepBHO
Tepebs BbINYWKY CBOEro LWwerosibCckoro kamsona. CeHaBUMH OToOwén K
BenbsiMmHoBY, 1 3aTeM o06a OHW Hayanu NPUroTOBAEHUS K NOEANHKY.

- A 4ybuMM nuctonsmu byagete CTpensaTbCca? — cnpocun  BenbsMUHOB,
obpawascb K NpOTUBHUKY.

- MHe BCé paBHO, — 0TO3BasCca JONropyKui.

- M MHe Tak Xe, — oTBeTU/1 BapATUHCKUN.

- Tak, 3HaumT, no xpebuto, - pewmnn CeHsBMH. — Bbpocan, Muwyk, naTak.
Konun opén BbinageTt, — 3HA4YUT, HaWKX NUCTONN.

BenbssMMHOB [ocCcTan naTak M BbICOKO MOALWBbLIPHYS ero kKBepxy. MoHeTa
yrasna opJioM.

- Hy BOT  nagHo! — BOCKNIUKHYN CeHABUH. — Tenepb 1 3apsaXaTb MOXHO.
B3ge AwWMK C nucronetamm, OH OTOWEN BMeCTe C OAHUMM W3 CEKYHAAHTOB
Jonropykoro B CTOpOHY. [loka wWnAu MpuUroToBieHUs, NOKa CEeKyHAAHTbI
3apsXkanum MNUCTOJNIETbl, OCMATpuBaiM KPEMHU W NOAKIAAbIBASIN MbIXW, MOKa
OHW pa3MepsnIn paccTossHue, NPOTUBHUKU, KaK HU B YéM He 6biBano, C/IOBHO
3TU NPUroTOBNEHUSA Aenanncb He ANns HuX, He obpawann Ha 3T0 Hu
Manenwero BHUMaHWsA. [JONroOpyKMMN MeANIeHHbIM LWaroM MpoxXaxueBasacs no
NOWMHKEe, nornaxumeasas no BpeMeHaM cBon 6putbih noabopoaok, a
BapsTUHCKMIN Bnonronoca pasrosapusan coO CBOUM ASAEN.

- Buaute, paaowka, Bbl COBEPLUEHHO HAaNpacHO MEHS nyranum, — roBoOpus OH.
- Hy, na Beab Aeno-To ewé He KOHYMNOCb, — OTO3BasCs CTapbli KHA3b, —

NnoAoXAau, YTo elé Bnepeam 6yaer.



- [1a Hu4yero n He byaeTt, — caMoyBepeHHO 0TO3BasICa BapATUHCKUN, — BCaxy
€My Mynw B ero raynyw ronosy — mn 6acra!

— XBanucb, XBanncb, AHMKa-BOMH, Kak bbl OH Tebs npexae He ykokowwnn! OH
CTPENOK-TO 3HATHbIN, C NETY NTMLY ObET!

- Hy n 9 TeM e noxeBacTtaTtbCsi MOry, — 3aMeTu BbapATUHCKNIA.

- Ox, He pan [ocnoan, — B3AOXHYN CTapbli KHA3b, — €C/IN U BNpsSIMb Y Bac
Aeno ao cypbésa aonaét! Konb n BNpsSAMb Tbl MOACTPENULb KHA3A Anekces
HacMepTb, Hu4Yyero gobporo OoT Toro He 6yapeT: 3arpbi3yT Hac Jonropykue!
Moxanyn, Toraa v npuHuecca JlM3aBeTa He MOMOXeT. YX Tbl, BaceHbka,
cTpenam kKak-Hubyab noonacnueen. Hy, nopaHb ero, 4to /K. @ HacMepTb
6UTb He Hazjo.

BapsTUHCKUIA 3BOHKO pacxoxoTancs.

- Ox, pgaawowka, Hacmewunnu!.. Hy, Tak n 6bITb, TONLKO AN Bac OTOPBY €My
nysnen yxo...

N oH onatb pacxoxoTtancd. CMex ero noctur Ao cnyxa [onropykoro, TOT
HepBHO B3AEPHYN naedyamum u cHoBa 6pocun 3n06HbIN B3rNnsa B CTOPOHY BCEé
NpoAo/IKaBLEro cMesTbCcsa bapAaTMHCKOro.

- Wwb, rpoxoyeT! - npoueams OH CKBO3b 3ybbl M noToM, obpawascb K
CeKyHAaHTaM, KpuKHyn: - [onro Bbl Tam 6yaeTe konaTtbca? Henb3s nu
nockopen!

- lFotoBo! - oTo3Banca CeHsaBUH M, nogonas K JONropykomy C nucronetamu
B pykax, npubasun: — N3BosbTe BblbUpaTh! — [JONrOPYKMN pe3Ko BbIXBATWUI Y
Hero oAMH W3 MUCTONETOB WU B3BEN Kypok. OcTtaBwwuncsa nucrtonet CeHABWUH
nepenan bapsaTUHCKOMY.

- K 6apbepy! — BOCKNMKHYN BenbSMUHOB.

MPOTUBHUKN MeANeHHO MNOoAOWN K Ha3Ha4YeHHbIM MecTaM, rae BUAHENUCb
3ecbl BOTKHYTbIX B cHer cabenb, 3aTeM OTBeCWIN APYr APYry LEepPEeMOHHbIN
NMOKJ/IOH U 3aMepnn B HEMOABWUXXHOM NO3€e, AOXNAAACL CMrHana BenbsiMmHoBa.
Ob6a OHM Kasanucb COBEpPLUEHHO CMOKOMHbIMW. HWM OaMH MYCKYyn He ApoXXan
Ha MX funue, Aaxe Kpacka He cbexana C paspyMSAHEHHbIX JIEFKUM MOPO30M
WEK, U ToNbKO No rnasam donropykoro, 6ecnokonHo 6erasBwmM 13 CTOPOHbI B

CTOPOHY, MOXHO 6bIN10 3aMeTUTb, YTO OH HEMHOrOo BOJIHyeTCd. BenbsgamMunHos,



CcTosIBWLIMM y camoro 6apbepa, caenan HEeCKOo/bKO WaroB Ha3ag W 3BYYHbIM
roJ1I0COM NpPOU3HEC:

- Pas!

Ob6a NpoTMBHMKA BbITAHY/IN PYKU U CTaNu LEeNmTbCS.

- [Ba! - ckasan BenbaMMHOB 1 3aTeM, HEMHOIO NOMO4YaB, KpUKHy: — Tpu!
[lBa BbICTpena rysko packaTWinCb No necHom 4yauwe. JIOXKOUHKaA Ha MUHYTY
3aKkyTtanacb o6nakoM JAbiMa, a Korga AblM paccesasncs, CeKyHAAHTbl

BapaTnHcKoro ysuaenu ero siexxalimMm Ha CHery...

nasa II FPOMOBOW YOAP
MepBbiM Nnoabexan K HenoaBWXXHO nexawemy bapatuHckoMmy CeHsiBUH. OH
CTOSI1 K HEMY 6MXKe BCeX U 3aMeTui, Kak KHA3b Bacunum MateBeeBuY C TUXUM
CTOHOM ONYCTWICSA Ha CHer rnocne TOoro, KakK Trpo3By4Yasnn BbICTpEsbl.
BapsaTUHCKMIA nexan HaB3HMYb C COBEPLIEHHO MNOMepTBeNbiM AMLOM, U C
rnepBoro B3rasga KasasNloCb, UTO XU3Hb YXe MOKWHYJa ero morydyee Tteno. o
3eNéHOMY CYKHY MyHAMpa Buiacb CTpyWka KpoBu u, cberas Ha cHer,
OoKpawwuBana ero B asnbli UBeT.
- Yéut! Bacs, Munbin! — BOCKIIMKHYN CTapbin KHA3b, noaberas Bcnea 3a
CeHABUHbIM.
CeHABWH FPYCTHO Noka4an rosioBOM U NMPOMONBUII:
- [1o/)kKHO, HanoBan. Muwb, WY4YMA CblH, Kak BepHO HaMeTwuncsa! MNouuTan, B
camoe cepaue.
N oH yKasan Ha yepHeBLlee Ha CyKHe MyHAMpa OTBepCTue, OTKyAa couusach
KpOBb.
- Ax, Bacq, Baca! — rpyCTHO B340XHYN CTapuk. — He nocnywasnca MeHs,
CTaporo BeuyHa, BOT M NONAaTUACSA MONOAOM XU3HbIO!..
N oH oTEp pykaBOM cBoel Wwy6bbl HaBepHYBLUMECS Ha rna3a CNnésbl.
- [1a, MOXeT, OH eLé XuB, — pobko 3amMeTnn BenbAMUHOB, HAK/IOHSASACL HaA
NeXaBLWM HENOABUXHO APYrOM.
CeHsBMH Ne4vanbHO MaxHyn pyKon.
- Kakoe xwuB!.. HewTo He BUAMWb: NNLO CUHETb HauYMHaET.

— A MOXEeT, XWB, — 0oNATb NOBTOpPUN BenbaMmmnHoB, — WHOMN COBCEM MEpTBEL



MepTBELOM, a rMaanlb — BbIXoAdaT. MNocTon-Ka, 9 cepaue nocayLwato.

N OH, CTaB Ha KOJIeHn, TOPOMJMBO, APOXKALWMMU pyKaMMU Havasna paccTérmBaTb
Kpoukn KadrtaHa. HakoHeu kadTaH 6bin  paccTérHyT, W BenbsiMuMHOB
NpuXascsa yxXoM Kak pa3 K TOMy MecTy rpyau, rae yepHesna paHka.

MpoLWwao HEeCKONIbKO MIFHOBEHMUM, NokasaBwmnxcs CeHABUHY M CTapOMy KHSA3H0
Leno BEeYHOCTb. 3aTamB AblXaHue, OHWM CTapanucb no nuuy BenbsMuHOBa
yragatb, CAbIWWAT OH MM HeT bueHme cepaua. N yem ponble TsaHynacb
HEN3BECTHOCTb, YeM Aonblue npucnywmsancs BenbsMMHOB, TeM nedanbHee
CTAHOBU/INCb UX Nuua.

— HeT, — wenHyn cTtapbli KHA3b, — AOKHO, HUYEro He C/blXaTb...

N ronoc ero gporHyn, obopsancs, n B HEM NOCNbILANOCh pblAaHKeE.

Ho BOT BenbsAMMHOB NOAHSAN FOMI0BY U C BECENOW Y/bIOKOW BOCKIUKHY:

- Xus, xuB, en-6ory, xme! XoTb U TUXO CTYUUT cepauLe, a BCE X CTy4unT!..

- Hy, cnaBa bory! — nCToBO nepekpecTunica cTtapbin KHA3b. — A yX s, 6bin0,
BCSKYIO Hagexay noreps.

- Hy, Tenepb MeanunTb He4ya, AaBaWTe-ka AOTAWMM ero A0 KoJibiIMaru, a Tam
rnockopee kK gomy!

MW ¢ >TuMn  cnoBamMm BenbsaMWUHOB NPUNOAHAN MOYTM  6e34bIXaHHOro
BapsTUHCKOro 3a nneyn v KpukHyn CeHsBUHY:

- A Tbl, Mutq, 6epu ero 3a Horu.

- HeT, Tak HeyaobHO, — BCTYNUCS CTapbin KHA3b, — 3TaK, KOMM OH eLlé Xus,
Bbl U3 HEr0 AOPOrou BCHO AYLY BbITpsCeTe.

- Tak He 6pocaTb xe ero 3pecb! — 3ameTmn CeHSIBMH, YyXe& CXBaTUBLLUWUMN
BapaTnHckoro 3a Horw.

- 3a4yem 6pocaTtb! A Mbl Nyywe BOT KaK cAenaeM: MNoJ0XWUTe ero Ha Moto
wyby Aa n Hecute 6epexxHo, 4YTobbl TpSCKM He 6b110. [la paHy-To YeM-HMbyab
3aTKHUTE, @ TO OH BECb KPOBbIO U30MAET.

NMoka BenbsiMMHOB 3aTblkan BCE ewé COUYMBLUYHOCSH KPOBbK paHy 06pbIBKOM
pyballkun, CTapuk CKMHyn c cebs ceoto H6apxaTHyto, noabutyto cobonem wyby
N pasoctnan eé Ha cHery. 3aTeM OHU BCe BTPOEM OepexxHO nepesoXuim
BapsTuHckoro Ha wy6by u MeaneHHO MOHEeCnM ero no TPOMWHKE, Mo KOTOPOWM

KaKOﬁ-HM6YD,b 4yaC TOMY Ha3aj OHWM WJIn, TaK BECEJI0 CMEACL U 6ontasa. Bcé



BpeMsl, noka npoucxoguna 3Ta CueHa, KHA3b [ONropykumn M ero CnyTHUKU
AepXXannucb OCOBHSAKOM, MONYa norfasabiBas Ha TO, YTO MPOUCXOAMNIO OKOJSIO
Tena bapaTuHcKoro. M TonbKO Toraa, Koraa nedasbHas npoueccmsa ckpbliacbh
3a CTBOSIAaMM XanobHo WwyMeBWNX noa HabexaBwmM BEeTPOM coceH, Anekcen
MnxannoBuY LUBbIPHY/T B CHEr NUCTONET, KOTOPbIN BCE elé aepxan B pyKax,
N BOCKJIMKHY/ CO 37101, HeXopowen ynblbKon:

- BoT aypaku-to! OHM 1 BNPSAMb HAAEKTCS, YTO OH OXUBET.

— A NOBKO Tbl ero, KH4A3eHbKa, cMasan! - oTo3Banca OOMH U3 ero
coToBapuwen, npanopwmk bapcykoB, — KaXxuncb, B camMoe cepaue yroaun.
[onropykuin ¢ caMogoBOJIbHbIM BUAOM NMOTEP PYKM.

- Na yx, 3T0 no MHe! OXynkm Ha pyKy He nonoxy! Toxe, aypak,
catncdakuymmn 3axorten!

- [1a U3 4yero y Bac Aeno-To BblWwAo? Pacckaxu Tonkom! — cnpocun apyrov
CEeKYHAAHT, KHA3b J1bICKOB.

— [1a BCE n3-3a 3TON, U3-3a KHAXHbI AHHbI BacuibeBHbI.

- M3-3a PyaHuukon? — cnpocun bapcykoB. — Yero Xe Bbl C HUM He
noaennnn?

Jonropykun npeHebpexXntenbHO NoxXan naevyamu.

- Kak 4yero He nogenunu? B conepHuUku MHe 3anucancsa! Bremawwnniocb emy B
rnynyto 6awky, yto AHHa BacunbeBHa K HeMy t060OBHblE YyBCTBaA NUTaeT, —
HY, BOT OH Ha MeHsa W B36eneHuncd. 3ayem-ge g TaMm bbiBalo Aa 3a4eM C HeEWn
pa3roBopbl pa3rosapuBalr? Hy, Kak-TO pa3 u AOroBOPWU/IN Mbl C HUM KPYIHO,
NpuBA3anCcsa OH KO MHe, s ero u obpyran. Hy, a oH catucdakumm notpebosan.
BoT eMy 1 catucdakums!

N oH pacxoxoTancs 3/71bIM HENPUATHbLIM CMELLKOM.

- Hy, uto xe, pebsATa, — 3aroBopusi OH, OKOHYMB CMEATbCA — HE HOYEBaTb Xe
3pecb! Anga no gomam!

N oH TOpONAMBBLIMK WAraMm BbilLEeN Ha TPOMKY, MO KOTOPOM HECKONbKO MUHYT
Ha3ag npoHecnu 6ecyyBCTBEHHOE TeNO ero NpPoTUBHMUKA.

Hepaneko oT MACHMUKMX BOPOT, Kak pa3 B TOM MecCcTe, rae BWUAHENUCH
pa3BanunHbl CTeHbl Benoro ropoga, CTosi/1 NPU3EMUCTbIM ABYX3TaXHbIA AOM,

I'IOCTpOGHHbIVI, o4yeBnaHO, B HEAABHEE BpEMA. 06 sTOoM roBopusio n oTCyTCcrtBue



TEpPEMHbIX BbllWeEK, ewé BCTpevYaBLUMXCA Ha cTapblX 60spCKUX pomax, Wu
naocKas vyepenumyHasa Kpbllla Ha rosifaHACKUN MaHep, N Kakasa-To CKaToCTb U
NpUAABAEHHOCTb MNPSMOSIMHEMHON MNOCTPOMKW, COBCEM He HarnoMuHaBLUen
npexHux ycaneb nonetpoBckoro spemMeHn. OgHoOro B3rnsaa Ha 3ToT A40M 6bis1o
COBEpPLIEHHO A0CTAaTOYHO, 4T06 ybeauTbCs, 4YTO 3Ty NOCTPOMKY BO3BOAWUN
HOBbI 4YenoBeK, BCKOPMJIEHHMK MNETPOBCKOro LAPCTBOBaHWUSA, MpuUBEpPXeHeLl
HOBbIX MOPSAKOB U HOBbIX B3r1940B HA XW3Hb.

NopedopMmeHHas Pycb TpeboBana wupu, OHa He yMena KTUTbCA B Tex
roNnaHACKUX MasaHKax, KOTopble BbIPOC/M Ha TOMKMX HEBCKUX beperax. Yem
3HaTHee 6bin 60ApuH, TeM 6onble MecTa 3axBaTbiBana ero ycagbba, Tem
bonbwe w36, ceHeM U NpPUCEHKOB BblpacTano 3a AyboBbIM TbIHOM,
o6xBaTblBaBLLUMM rpaHuLbl ero BrageHun. Ho npuMep uaps-npeobpasosaTtens,
[0Nroe BpeMs Xusellero B n3bylwke B 04HY KOMHaTy, Aan TO/HYOK COBEPLUEHHO
APYTMM noHATMAM. U NTeHubl ero uapcTtBoBaHus, bamxanwme COBETHUKU ero
AessHW, oAMH nepea ApyrMM Hanepebol TOYHO XBacTasIMCb TECHOTOM W
Heynob6CTBOM CBOMX AOMULLEK, CTaBLWMX MO CTOpoOHaM HeBCKOW nepcnekTuBbl.
Ho, KOHe4yHO, 3TO XBaACTOBCTBO MPOMCXOAMNO, TrNaBHbiIM o06pa3oMm, OT
HefocTaTKa CTPOUTENBHOIO mMaTepuana. Bonotuctble NpUHEBCKME
OKpPEeCTHOCTU COBCEM He un306unoBanmM CTPOEBbIM NecoM U B 6ONbLIMHCTBE
cnyyaesB 6blIsIM NOKPbITbl MENKMM KYCTapHWMKOM, CKPbIBaBLIMM Kak 6bl XXMBOW
NM3ropoablo TONM M MOYaXMHbl. bnarogapsi Takon-To CKyaOCTU CTPOMUTENbHbIX
MaTepuanoB nepsoe Bpems B lMeTepbypre, 3a ncknwyeHmem JleTHero gsopua
A3 MEHLWMWKOBCKOro AoMa, He 6blJ10 HM OAHOr0 ABYX3TaXHOro 34aHuS.
CoBeplleHHO eCTeCTBEHHO, 4TO /iAW, npuBbIKWKE K neTepbyprckum
nocTtporkam, m B MOCKBY 3aHecnu TOT Xe wabnoH, kKoraa MM MNpuULLIOCH
CTPOUTbCS 34€eChb.

A kHA3b Bacunun CeMEHoBMY PyaHUUKWUIA, KOTOPOMY U MpuUHAANexan aoMm y
MsacCHUUKMX BOpPOT, Npoxun B lMeTepbypre 60nbwy0 NONOBUHY CBOEWN XU3HMU,
[0 CaMbIX NocneaHnx AHen NeTpoBCKOro LapCTBOBAHUS.

Ero popoBasa BoTuMHa 6bina noa HApocnasneM. KHA3ba  PyaHuukue
NPOMCXOAMNN U3 APEBHEro poja NUTOBCKUX BbiXxoAues, npuweawmx Ha Pycb

ewé BO BpeMeHa Bacunua TémHoro. OHW ponrue roabl XWIM B CBOMX



SIPOCNaBCKUX MOMECTbSAX, TONbKO M3peaKa HaBeablBasiCb KO  ABOpY,
npeanoyunTas TUXYKD W CKPOMHYK [0S0 CTeMnHbIX MNoMewmnKkos 65ecky w
no4yecTaM MpuABOPHbIX AO/MKHOCTENn. N TakoBbl 6binn Moyt BCce PyaHuukue
OT 3a4aBHMX BpeMEH A0 nocnegHux AHen. Pe3KMM WUCKK4YeHMeM oKasancs
TONIbKO MOCnefHUn npeactaBuUTeslb KHSXKeCcKoro poaa, Bacunun CeMéHoBuu.
Bo BpemeHa npaBneHua Codbum U Bnagbidectsa [lonuubiHa Bacunuio
CeM&HOBMYY MpuWAOCE MO ABaguaTtoMy roay 4YyTb JiM He B OAHO BpeMs
noTepsTs M oTua M MaTb. OCTaBWMUCb CUPOTOK, OH CHayana ropsivyo 6buio
NPUHSANCSA 3@ MNOMeCTHOe XO3SMCTBO, HO TuUXas CcefbCKash >XWU3Hb CKOPO
npuckyymna emy. Ero maHmna gpyras oons, gpyrasi Xm3sHb, He UCMONIHEHHas
Takoro MEPTBEHHOrO MOKOS, @ MOJIHAsA CNaBHbIX AeN U TPOMKMX NoAaBuros. Ero
MaHuna MockBa, KOTOpon Tak m3beranu ero npeaku, ero TAHYIO KO ABOpY,
rae CoBepllanncb Takme AMKOBUHHbIE Aena, CIyXn O KOTopbix goberanv u Ao
flpocnaensa. Crpeneukuin 6yHT, nageHne Codbu n BouapeHue lNeTpa pewnnu
ero konebaHumsa. EMy camoMy 3axoTenocCb yBuAaaTb 3TOFO0 MOryyero opnéHka,
OAHMM B3MaxoM e[Ba OMepuBLUNXCSA KpbllbeB nobeamsluero CBOMX Bparos M
AapoBaBLlLUEero MMp M CNOKOMCTBME AoToNe MaTyuwencs Pycu. EMy 3axoTenocb
nocnyxutb MosogoMy uapto. Camonobue noackasbiBano emy, 4Yto oH byaert
He nocnegHWM B psaax CNOABMXHWMKOB HOBOrMo LApCTBOBaHWA. W BOT B o4WH
npekpacHbln AeHb Bacunuin CeMEHOBWY, MOpPYy4YMB YyrnpaBieHMe MNoMeCcTbeM
CTapoMy asiabke, cen B AOPOXHYH KONbiMary u otnpasuaca B MockBy.

MeTpy HYyXHbl 6blAM HOBble MOAW; BO3ABUras HOBOE 34aHMe PYCCKOro
rocyaapcrea, OH OTbICKMBan paboTHWUKOB, CMOCOBHLIX MOMOYb €My, YyXAbIX
npeapaccyakoB npownoro spemeHn. OpsnHbIA B3rns4 HOHOro uaps nogmeTun
B KHS3¢ PYAHMUKOM €CnuM He reHuanbHble cnocobHocTtn, TO 6onblioe
camontobue, KOTOpoe B MHbIX MOASAX CTOUT Aopoxe TanaHtoB. U TETp He
owunbea. Bacunum CeMméHoBuY 6bl1 Ae€NbHbIM MOMOLWHMKOM BO BCEM, Kyaa
Hanpasnsna ero uapckas BOJS, U CyMen 3aciyXWTb TakKoe pacrosioxeHue
Benukoro lMeTpa, 4TO K KOHUY €ro LapCTBOBAHMUA OH YXe YUCIUICHA B YMHE
TaHOro coBeTHWKa, 6bl1 CceHAaToOpoOM W Aaxe noXanosaH 6bin  LapcKkon
TabakepkoW — Harpaga, BbinasLwasa Ha 40N HeEMHormx. Ho co cMepTbto lMeTpa

KOH4YMNnaCb U 3pa €ro CJ'Iy>Ke6HbIX ycnexoB. MeHLWnKOoB, HeB3MO6UBLLINIA 3a



YTO-TO KHA39 PyaHMUKOro, 4yepes HeCKOJIbKO AHel nocne cMepTu [leTpa
npu3san ero Kk cebe M ckasan NackoBbIM, HO He AOMYCKaBLIMM BO3pakKeHus
TOHOM:

- 3Haewsb, Apyr, 4to A Tebe npucoBeTyr: yedxam-ka Tbl Kn3 lutepa
noaobpy-no3aopoBy. 34elWHNI BO34yX Tebe He Ha nosib3y. Buwb Tbl, ¢ nmua
KaKOW KUCMbIW Aa XEéntbln ctan!

Bacunuin CeMEHOBMY NpeKpacHO MOHSAJ, YTO O3Ha4vanan ero cnoBa, CNOpuUTb C
BCECUJIbHbIM BPEMEHLLMKOM eMY He NpUXoaMNoCb, N OH TONIbKO CMPOCU:

- Kyaa xe MHe exaTb?

- [la noe3xamn xoTb B MoCkBY. Thbl, KaXucb, B HelW AaBHO He 6biBan. MocTtpon
cebe TaMm xubapy ga v XXnsum Ha 340poBbe!

N npn nocnegHnx cnoBax MeHWMKOB Jaxe Mo njaedyy notpenan
pacTepsBwerocs PyaHuuKoro.

N BoT TakuMm-TO o6bpazom Bacunun CemEéHoBWMY, 3abpaB >XeHy U [0ub,
OTNpaBMACa C HUMM B MOCKBY, OTKYNWU/a TaM MyCTOBaBWY Yy MSACHUUKUX
BOPOT 3eM/Il0 M MNOCTPOUS XOpOMbl Mo obpa3uy netepbyprckux Ma3aHoK,
ToNbko nobonblue Aa nosbiwe Aa noytoTHee. Xenunca Bacmnuin CeMéHoBuY B
MNeTtepbypre Ha poacTBeHHUUE [0noBKMHA, EneHe AHApeeBHe MaHCypoBOW, U
oT 3TOoro 6paka uyepes LWeCTb NIeT UX CYNPYXKECKOM >XWU3HM Yy HUX poauniachb
AO04Yb, Ha3BaHHas AHHOW, B 4yecTb Matepu Bacunma CeméHosuuya. lepsble
roabl KHs>XHa AHHa He nosib3oBanacb 6onblwon Nwbosbto otua. OT4YaCcTM 3TO
NPONCXoaMno0 OT TOro, YTo OH 6bln 3aHAT CnyXx601, oT4aCTM OT TOro, 4YTo €é
poOXAEeHMe pas3pywuno Haaexabl KHS389 PyaHWUKOrO WMeTb HacnegHwuka
CBOEMY C/laBHOMY MMeHU. Ho co BpeMeHeM ocTpas 6osb HecbbiBLIMXCSA
Haaexa ynernacb, AeBoyka obelwana 6biITb NpexXopoWeHbLKOW, U Mano-nomMany
KHS3b MpuBA3anCcsa K HEW, K BeIWKOWM pagoctm EneHbl AHApEEBHbI,
6osaBLIENCS, YTO MYX He NontbuT Aoub.

[a v Henb3a 6b110 He NoNtbUTb MONOAYHD KHSIXXHY BbicOkasi, cTaTHas, OHa B
ceMHafuaTb neT — Koraa 3acTaéT eé Halw paccka3 — 6blna NosoXUTESIbHOM
KpacaBuLUeln, pe3Ko BblAeNsasaCb Aaxe B obuweM LBEeTHUKE MbIWHbIX 609pCKnx
Aoyek cTapor MOCKBbI, KpacoTa KOTOpbIX TOrga moyTu BoOLWJa B MOCAOBULY.

Korpa kHsxHa AHHa 6biBana Ha accambnesix, NOYTU HACUNbHO BEAEHHbIX



MeTpoM, HO MPUBUBLLUNXCSA OYEHb CKOPO, — Lesbli PO MONOAEXM OKpYy>XKan eé,
XXaAHO NoBs Kaxaoe eé CnoBO, KaxAablh B3rnsag €€ 60sbwmX TEMHO-CUHUX
rnas. Becénas, rosopnmeasl, Co3HaBaBLUAs MpeKpacHO CUNy CBOeW KpacoThl,
AHHa BacunbeBHa 6blnia poBHa, OAMHAKOBa CO BCEMM, He OTAABas HUKOMY
3aMeTHOro npeanoyvYTeHus, U TONbKO KHA3bA [onropykun pa Bacunumn
MaTtBeeBuUY bBapAaTUHCKMI npeanonaranu, 4YTto cepaue KpacaBuubl ObETcs
CUNbHEe B UX MPUCYTCTBMM, YTO Kpacka, 3anuvsarowas eé snuo, Koraa OHuU
3aroBapuBaldT C Hew, CAYXWUT SBHbIM Mpu3HaAKoM eé NboBHOro
pacrosioXeHus.

Ho HM TOT, HWM Apyron He XxoTenn ybeamTbCa B CnpaBensMBOCTU CBOMUX
npeanosioXXeHWn, rneperoBopuB O TOM C CaMOK KHsDKHOM. OcobeHHO B 3TOM
OTHOLWeHnn 6bl1 poboK N 3acTeHYMB BapATUHCKUN. B NpUCYTCTBUU KHSXKHDbI
OH COBEpLWEeHHO TepssCcs, KpacHes, Kak JAesBuua, W TONbKO AONMUM
BNOB6NEHHBIM B30POM C/leann 3a Heto. M Koraa noporo eé nyyesapHbii B3rnag
nagan Ha Hero, Korga emMy yaaBasioCb MOoAMETUTb Ha €& nyXnblX, Tak WU
MaHUBLUMX K nouenyto, rybkax nackoByk ynblbky no ero agpecy, Bacunun
MaTBeeBnY 4yBCTBOBaN cebs HaBepxy 6na)eHCcTBa, W, NpuXmMMas pPykKy K
NeBOW MOJSIOBUHE rpyaun, K TOMY MecCTy, rae TpeneTHo 6unocb ero BnobnéHHoe
cepAaue, OH wenTan:

- boxe! Kak oHa xopowa! Kak s nobnto eé!

AHHa BacunbeBHa 3Hana o6 ero nwbsBu, Kak 3Hana M O TOM, YTO U KHSA3b
Jonropykun u3Bonun B NocnegHee BpeMsa ob6bpatutb Ha Heé CBOé
61arock/ioHHoe BHMMaHWe. Ho ecnn 6bl el NpuWNOoCh CepbE3HO OTBETUTL Ha
BOMPOC, KTO M3 HUX en 6onblle HpaBUTCHA, KOro npusaTHee 4yaule BuAaTb, K
KOMY nexuT 6onblue eé cepaue, — oHa, NoXanymn, He cmorna 6bl gaTb BMoJsiHE
WCKpEHHero oTeeTa.

O6a oHu, wn [Odonropykumn u bapatnmHckuin, 6binmn Kpacasubl. O6a OHK
OTNMYaNNUCb W  JNEraHTHOCTbKD MaHep, W YTOHYEHHbIM obpaleHuem
¢dpaHuy3ckoro obpasua, Toraga BXOAMBLUMM TOSILKO 4YTO B MoAy. EM npuatHO
66110 BMaeTb 06ouMxX; eé cepaeyko OAMHAKOBO CUSIbHO 6MN0OCE M Toraa, Koraa
eé B3rnsa4 nagan Ha 3acteHuymsoro bapstuHckoro... Kazanocb, 4to oHa nwobut

nx obomx u, BO BCSKOM Cnly4dyae, HE MOXET peWNnTb, KOMY U3 HUX OTAATb



npeanoyteHune... Bonpoc 0 npeanoyTeHMM O4YeHb YacTo 3aHWMMan Tenepb
MOJIOAYH0 KHSXKHY, 0COB6EeHHO C Tex Mop, KakK OHa 3aMeTusia KOoCble B3rnsibl,
KOTOpble KuAaanu ApYyr Ha Apyra COMEPHUKU, W XONIOAHOCTb MX B3aUMHbIX
pas3roBopoB. 4yTkoe cepaue rnoacKkasano en, 4YTo AeNl0 HenagHo, 4To B
MONOAbIX NHOAAX MPOCHINAETCA PEeBHOCTb, YTO OHa WUrpaeT ¢ HUMM obommn B
OrMacHy uUrpy, U BCE-TakM, HECMOTPS Ha BCE 3TO, OHA He 3Hana, KTO U3 HUX
ONns Heé gopoxe.

- [da nonHo yx, nwbnw nm g ux?! — Hepeako 3agaBana cebe AHHa
TPEBOXHbI BOMpoC. — MoXeT, TakK, CO CKYKM C HUMMU nobanosatb xouy. Oba
OHW Takue CnaBHble, BeCEnble — HY S U MPUBbIKAA K HUM... @ Ntobutb He
nobnio...

Ho TyT TOoTuyac Xe $BASNOCb BOCMOMMHAHME O TOM, YTO MHOM0 MOIOAEXU
nocewaeT Ux AOM, MHOIMO €CTb yXaXuBaTesien, Takux Xe CNaBHbIX, MUJIbIX U
BECENbIX, — 0AHAKO HW OAMH W3 HUX He 3acTaBnseT cuibHee 6UTbCs eé
cepaue, kKak 3To 6biBaeT npu nosBneHun [onropykoro u bapsTUHCKoro,
HUYen B3rNsa4, KpoMe Ux B3rns4oB, He Bbi3blBaeT APKON KpacKun Ha eé nuue.

- Ctano 6bITb, Nt0bNI0, — pewmnna KHsXHa. — Ho Koro us Hux, — en-6ory, He
3Hato.

N HeBonbHas ynblbka ckonb3nna no eé nyxabiM rybkamM npu TakoM
3aK/Il0YEHNN, ACHO FOBOPMBLLEM, YTO OHA, NOXanymn, nbut nx oboux...

B TOT caMbih paeHb, B YyTpO KOTOporo [onropykun u BapATUHCKUN
BCTPETUINCL B 4Yawe MapbMHOM poLWKM C NUCTOSIeTaMun B pykaX, AHHa CHOBa
3agyManacb Haj peleHuMeM He aaBaBLIero e nokos sonpoca. 3abmBwunch B
Camyto rnywb rpOMaZHOro caza, KHsSXHa B COTbIM pa3 cnpawuBana cebs:

- Koro »xe n3 Hux g nwbn?

Ho oTBeTa He Haxoaunocb. He Morna oHa noacnywaTb 3TOT OTBET HU B
6bneHnn cobCcTBEHHOro cepaedka, HW B HEMOJIYHOM LLENOTE UIMINCTOMN JINCTBBLI
COCEH, HM B MNPOTSAXKHOM MOHOTOHHOM KapKaHbe BOPOH, LUENbIMU CTasiMU
CUMAEBLINX MO 3anOPOLUEHHbIM CHEroMm cyubsM 6epé3 un KNEHOB, WU, NAOTHee
KyTasiCb B MeX0BYIO WYOKyY, KHSXXHa NpoAoskana CMAETb HaA CKaMbe, ONyCTUB
rnasa Ha CHeXHbIN KOBEpP, pacCTUNABLUMINCA Y €€ ManeHbKNX HOr.

Bapyr Bganu nocnblwanancb YbM-TO LWArn, ABCTBEHHO 3acKkpunesn cHer. Laru



BCé bnumxe n bnumxe...

AHHa BCMbIXHY/@ WU TOPOMJIMBO MOAHSAMACb CO cKaMbW. EM nokasanocb, 4ToO
OHa y3Hana waru bapATMHCKOro, a Koraa Ha rnoBOpOTE AOPOXKU MoKasasacb
durypa kHa3a Anekced MmxannoBu4ya, COBEPLUEHHO NPOTUB e€ BOJN, NErkas
rpMMacKka HeO0BOJIbCTBA CKOJIb3HYJs1a MO €€ BblpasuTesibHOMY SinLy.

- A, KHA3b! — NpOTSHYNa oHa. — A s AyMana, 4to 3To Bacunuin Mateeesunu.
YNoMMHaHMe WMEeHW HEHaBUCTHOro COMepHWKa pasgpaxuno Jonropykoro.
3no6bHasa ynbibka npobexana no ero TOHKUM rybam.

- Bbl HanpacHo byaeTe ero XaaTb, KHSXHA, — MeAJSIeHHO MPOU3HEC OH, — OH
He NpuAaET.

KHs>xHa B34porHyna oT 3/10BeLwero ToHa ero rosoca n nobnegHena.

- OTyero?! — BOCK/IMKHYMA OHAa. — C HUM 4YTO-HMOYAb CAYy4YMIOCh?

BHe3anHasa 6neagHOCTb, COrHaBlWas Kpacky C eé WEK, M apoxalmn ronoc,
KakMM Monogas AeByllKa 3aJana 3TOT BOMPOC, OKOHYaTeNbHO pa3fpakuiuv
Anekcesa Mnuxannosuya, U OH 40BUTO OTBETUII:

- MycTaku cnyuymnuce... OH youT!

OTO CNOBO MOAENCTBOBANO Ha KHSXHY Kak yaap rpoma. OHa 3aTpeneTtana
BCEM TeJIOM, KaK MoACTpefnieHHasa nTuua, nowaTHynacb W, npexae 4em

[onropykuin ycnen eé noaaepxatb, C TMXUM CTOHOM ynasa Ha 3eM/io...

[nasa III IOHbI UMMNEPATOP

CoNHUEe TOMbKO YTO MOKa3anocb M3-3a rOpM30HTA, KOrAa Ha LapcKoW
nnowaake B Kpemne nMpoHECCs pes3kuin NMpoTSHKHbIM 3BYK OXOTHWYbLEro pora.
DT0 CAYXWI0 3HaKoOM, 4YTO €ero MMMNepaTopckoe BeNnYecTBO rocyaapb
nmnepatop MéEtp II M3BOMA M3 OMOYMBASIbHM BbIMTU U ceilyac NosIBUTCS Ha
KpacHOM Kpblible, YTO6 OTNpaBUTLCS Ha OXOTY, CAeNnaBLIYCS B NocneHee
BPEMS ero NtobuUMbIM 3aHATUEM.

OXOTHMKM, TONMNMBLUMECS Ha nowWajKe, 3acibllaB 3BYK pora, TOpOMMBO
6pocununcb K nowaasM, NpuBsi3aHHbIM Yy AJIMHHOM KonoAbl NpoTMB KpacHoro
KpblnibLa; ncapu 6epexHO CTanu ornsabiBaTb CBOM CBOPbI; Ao0e3Xauune
NnaoTHee 3aTsAHY/IM peMeHHble nosica... Hayanacb o06blyHas cyeta, W

naowanka, 3a MUHYTY ewWweé Tmxasa um CNOKOMHas, HanosiHMNacb HEYMOJ/THHbIM



ryfloM M TFOMOHOM, TOYHO Jly4YM TMPOCHYBLIErocss COAHUa, MNO30/10TMUBLUErO
Kynona KpeMsiéBCKMX COHBOpPOB, OrMHEHHbIMM $S3blKaMW 3aropeBLlUMEcs Ha
CTEKNAxX ABOPUOBbLIX OKOH, NpobyaAnnu U XU3Hb, Bbl3Ba/IM U3 MEPTBEHHOIO
NOKOSA rpynnbl N0Aen, 4yTb He C NepBblX MUHYT pacceBeTa cobpasLumxcs
nepea ABOPLOM.

Bcé Bbllwe 1 Bbile NOAHMMANOCh COMIHLUE, BCE Apye U apye ropenm ero syydu
Ha UEepKOBHbIX Kyrnosax M Kpectax. Becb BOCTOK yXe nbuian niaMeHeMm, Bce
obnaka Ha 6upio30BOM Hebe U3 CcepbiX CTanM ManeBbiMU, a TO COBCEM
6arpoBbiMM. YTpO BCTaBasi0o BO BCEM CBOEN AMBHOWM Kpace, KakK TO/bKO 4TO
pacnycTMBLUAsACs po3a, JienecTKM KOTOPOM eLlé He noTepsinin CBOen SpKoK
0EeBCTBEHHOM OKpPacCKMW...

CyeTa n roMOH Ha nsowaake npoao/Kanancb. To N Aeno U3 ABOPLOBbLIX CEHEN
Bblberann NpuaBOpHble Ha MaoWanKy, U noAa ayyamMu CONHUA UX pacwuTble
30/10TOM MYHAWPbI CBepKann ocnenutesibHbiIM 6neckoM. To M aeno ¢
naowankn Kro-Hmbyab onpoMeTbio bpocancs B CeHWU, U 3eNéHble OXOTHUYbU
KaM30/ibl, XENTble MYHAUPblI MNCapen W KpacHble KadTaHbl [oe3xaudux,
CMeWwmnBasiCb BMeCcTe, NeCTpuau B rnasax uenon pagyrom BCEBO3MOXHbIX
LBETOB U OTTEHKOB.

HO BOT CHOBa MPOHECCA 3BYK OXOTHWYbEro pora, M, TOYHO MO MaHOBEHWUIO
BonwebHOro »esna, Ha njaowanke CHoBa BCE 3aMepnio. Hactana Takasd
TUWIWHA, CNOBHO BCS 3Ta TOJMa, X/OMNOTAMBO CYETUBLUASCA ewé MUHYTY
Hasad, npeBpaTuiacb B FPOMAAHYH KOJEKUMIO MPAMOPHbIX CTaTyW, — Tak
HenoABMXHbl 6blIM  NO3bl cobpaBwKMXCs 34ecb. M TONbKO MO rnasam,
YCTPEeM/NIEHHbIM B CTOPOHY Kpblibla, FOpPEBWWM TO pPOBKUM CTpaxoMm, TO
HeTepnesnBbiM OXWAAHMEM, BUAHO 6bLIO, 4YTO 3TO XWUBble NKOAU, a He
6e3aylwHblie cTaTyu.

JoxnaaTtbcs npuwniocb Hegonro. He ycnen ewé 3amMepeTb NPOTSAXHbIA 3BYK
pora B MOPO3HOM BO34yXe, KaK Ha BepXHUX CTyneHbkax KpacHoro Kpbinbua
nokasanacb TOHEHbKasi, CyXOHbKas (urypka lHOro uaps, a 3a HMM CNIOBHO
BbIHbIPHY/IN U3 HU3EHbKUX ABepen nepexoja nbillHas KpacaBuua npuHuecca
EnuzaBeta, MBaH [onropykun, bytypnuH, bnbukos, BonbIHCKMA, MCNAHCKUA

NoCnaHHMK repuor Jlnpua, aBCTpUMACKUIA nocon rpad Bpatucnasckuii n,



HakoHel, UuUenas ToAna pasfiMyHbIX MNPUABOPHbLIX, 3aMOJIHMBLUMX BCHO
NecTHuuy.

IOHbIM MMnepaTop, Kak uU 06bl4HO, 6bl1 O4YeHb Becesi. XOpOoLeHbKOe, No4yTu
AeBuybe Nuuo ero 6bi10 03apeHO caMoM NPUBETIMBOM YNbIOKOW; SICHble
ronybble rnasa, KasanocCb, €euwé HW pa3y He TeEMHeBLWME OT FPO3HbIX AYyM U
cepaedHblx 6ypb, acKOBO CMOTPenM WM Ha BCEX OKpyXawwumx, M Ha
KpeMnésckme Tepema, M Ha ronyboe Hebo, Tenepb TOYHO MPOHM3AHHOE
30/10TOM COJIHEYHbIX fyden. U npu B3rnsiae Ha 3TOro KOHOMo Kpacasua,
NacKoBOro n Becé&noro, BCeM Kak-TO AblWasnoCb BOJIbHEE U OTpajHee, CMIOBHO
OH HEC C cobol He rpo3HOe Besnm4Yme CBOero caHa, a TUXUh Mump n nbosb,
KOTOPOIO CUAS €ro KpoTKUIM B3rnsaa.

CnyctTuBWKUCL Ha nowaaky, [ETp OKWHYN BCeX NacKoBbIM B3rnsaoM W
BeCe0 BOCK/INKHY/:

- 3apaBcTBYynTEe, rocnoga! 3apascTtBynTe! [looxoTuMmcsa cerogHd. [eHék,
KaXXMCb, Ha CnaBy Bblgancs.

- Xopownn peHék, Metpywa! Nwb, kKak cnaBHO Ablwntca! — noaTeepanna
EnnzaBseta [leTpoBHa, noacTaBngda CBOE pasropeBlleeca NULUO CBexXeMmy
AbIXaHWIO YTPEHHEro BeTepka.

- A 4TO, TETYWwKa, — 6bICTPO MOBEPHY/CA K Hen uapb, obnasas e€ Bapyr
3aropeBWwMMcs  B3rnsaoM, — Mbl C Tobon cerogHsi, noxanym, W nucuy
noabiMeM.

- He TONbKO Nncuy, Bawe BeNu4ecTBo, — noaxsatuni Bubukos, — No Takomy
MOpPO3Yy M A0 BOJKOB fobepémcs.

- Hy 4TO Xe, TepaATb BpeMs Heyero, — BOCKAMKHYN NBaH [onropykuin. — 2n,
KOHS ero senun4yecrsy!

[lBoe KOHIOXOB TOTYaC Xe noABenn pocioro Monoaoro apaba, - noaapok
nepcuackoro waxa Benukomy lMeTpy. Jlowaab HeTepnennso 6una KonbiITamMn u
C FNyXMM XpanoM cTapasacb YKYCUTb AepXXaBLUMX €€ KOHIOXOB 3a PYKMWU.

- 3apaBcTBYM, AnMasywka! — nackoBO NPUBETCTBOBAN MMMNepaTop CBOEro
nobumoro koHs. — byaer Tebe cerogHs, cTtapuHa, pabota. - W, notpenas
CKaKyHa cBoen ManeHbkon pykown, MNETp monoaueBaTo BCAPbIFHYA B ceano wu,

BOH3MB B 60ka nowaau OCTpbl€ LWMNOpPbLI, BO BECb OMOop nMnoMyancd K



BopoBuuknm BopoTaM. Bcnea 3a HUM ycenucb Ha sowanen U ocTalbHble, U
bnectawas KaBanbkaja, pacTAHYBLIAsACA Ha rpoMagHOe pacCTosiHue,
noHecnacb AOroOHATb YCKaKaBsLllero uaps.

Ho, Bonpekn Hagexpam [leTpa, oxoTa Bbiwsa [asieko He ycrnewHon. He
TONbKO BOJIKOB, Kak yBepsn BubukoB, HO gaxe M AUCUL He BCTPETUIIOCH
OXOTHMKaM. T[lonaganucb B 60/bWIOM KOMMYECTBE TOMbKO 3auubl. WX
3aTpaBuIM HECKOJIbKO LWITYK, HO MMMepaTopy BCKOpE 3ad4bs Tpasna Hagoena,
N OH npukasan Tpybutb cbop Ha oTAbIX.

- He Be3&T MHe 4TO-TO cerofHs, BaHs, — rpyctHo 3ameTtun MNéTp, obpawasncs
K cBoeMy nbumuy Meany [jonropykoMy, Koraa xanobHbln 3ByK pora obnerten
necHole gebpu.

NBaH AnekceeBny npuctanbHO B3rngHyn Ha [lletpa. JlMuo uaps, K ero
yamenenuto, 6bI10 CcyMpadyHO, W BCerga CBeT/ible rfasa kKak 6yaro
3aTYMaHWUINUCb U NOTEMHESN.

"Jre, - nogyman JONropykuu, — TyT AeN0-TO He npocTo".

N oH BCnyx ckazan:

- Yero xe BaM neyanuTbCs, Bawe Benm4yecTtso? llononyaHu4yaem - ga u
0oNATb Ha KOHEW: aBOCb TOraa nocyacrineee 6yaem.

Ho METp rpyCcTHO NoKayasn rosioBown.

- HeT, BaH4, - NpoMOnBUA OH, NeyasibHO B3[40XHYB, — 4yl0 A, He byaeT Ham
HOHe yaauu.

- C yero 6bl Tak, Bawe Bennyectso?! — yameuncsa JonNropykun.

- [Ja yX 4 3Hato ¢ yero... HegapoM Ha MeHs rpycTb Hanana...

N OH cHOBa neyanbHO B3AOXHYN M, CMEWWBLWUCL, MeASIEHHbIM LaroMm
HanpaBWNCA K WaTpy, PacKUMHYTOMY Ha MNOJISIHKE A7 OTAblXa uaps u ero
CBUTHI.

[Jonropykuin nornagen emy Bcriei n YKOPU3HEHHO Nokayas rosioBoMu.

Mpu3bIBHbLIA 3BYK pora 3amep. PasbuBwwnecs 6bl10 OXOTHUKKM cobpannce
CHOBA, W Yepe3 HEeCKONIbKO MUHYT BCE yXe Cuaenu 3a CToNoM, WyMHO beceays
n ewé 6onee wWymMHo paboTasa YentOCTAMU.

Enunsaseta [leTpoBHa, 3aMeTMB CyMpayHblM BUA CBOEro njaeMsaHHUKA,

O6paTVIJ'IaCb K HEMY C NaCKOBbIM BOMPOCOM.



- Y10 3710 C TO6ON, MeTpywa? Yto 310 Tbl Kak 6yaTo He B cebe?

METp XON04HO B3rNgHYN Ha HEE U OTBETUN:

- Tak, ronosa 4Tto-TO pa3bonenacn... [JoKHO, CKOPO CHer nonagér.

EnnzaseTta paccMmesanacs.

- Y10 TbI, NeTpywa, Kakon cHer! Buwb, Ha Hebe-To HK obnaukal
CMewnmBocCTb TETKM obmnaena camontobueoro uaps.

- Konn cenyac 061akoB HET, — CKasan OH, — Tak, 3HauuT, cobepyTcs. Y MeHs
AAapoM HuKoraa ronosa He 6onena. A noceMy Kak KOHYMM NoAyaHUYaTb, TakK U
AOMOM noegem.

- Yto TbI, NeTpywa! - nsymmnaco Ennsaseta MNeTpoBHa, — ¢ TO6OMN, KaXMUCb,
Takoro Hukoraa He 6biBano. bpocuTb 0X0Ty B nonynone! A Tbl ewé xoTen,
Ka>XWCb, JINCUL, CTPENATb.

MéTp cHauana B3rgHyN Ha He&, NnoToM nepeBésnl rnasa Ha Kpacasua
ByTypnvHa, cuaeBwero psaaoM C HeK, U HacMeLWwsIMBO 3aMeTu:

- Mbl nncuuy He BcTpedyanu... MoxeT, Tebe noc4acTAMBUIOCE...

EnnzaseTta nocnewmnna 3aMaTb HENPUATHBLIA pa3rosop.

- Oa, kctatn, MiBaH Anekceesu4, — obpaTtunacb oHa K [Onropykomy, — Kak
340poBbe MONoAoro bapATUMHCKOro, KOTOpOro Tak 6e3)KanoCTHO noacTpenuvn
TBOW Ntob6e3HbIN bpaTen?

- [la uyTto eMy caenanocb! — oto3Bancs MiBaH, — BbIXXW/, 340pOB KaK OblIK.

- [Oa, BaHsa, — BCTynuncsa umnepatop, — 9 Tebe AaBHO XOTen ckasaTb, Aa BCEé
nosabbiBan. O4eHb MHe 3TW AYy3nauMM He HpasBATcd. YTo, B caMOM Agene, 3a
raynbin obblv4an cMepToybuiNCTBOM Cnopbl pewaTtb? B 3TOM OTHOWEHUM A Xo4uy
cnenoBaTb CBOeMY BennkoMy aeny. Konu uto ewé nogobHoe pas cnyuurtcs, S,
KaK MU OH, XXMBOIo N MEPTBOro — o60mx paBHO Bento noBecuTb. CKakn-ka Tbl
3aBTpa 6apoHy AHgpeto MBaHOBM4YYy, 4TOObI KO MHe MNpuWén; s emy Besk
TaKOW NpuWKas HanucaTb, @ OT MeHs nepenatb U Anekcewo U bapAaTUMHCKOMY,
YTO KOJIb OHM CHOBaA pasfopcTeBoBaTh b6yayT, Tak a8 ux oboux B AanbHue
ropoja Ha BOEBOACTBO YLUJIIO.

- Hy, Ana HWUX rHeB TBOEro BeNM4YecTBa He OYEeHb-TO CTpalleH, — 3aMeTuna
EnvsaBerta.

CeeTnble rnasa leTpa cBepKHYN oT6neckoM MoNHUN.



— DTO Nno4yeMy? — rPOMKO CrMpOCKUS OH.

- [la noToMy, 4TO KONb B Aeno nboBb 3aMellanacb, TyT HUKaKne yrposbl He
nomoryT. OHM o06a BN6NEHbl B KHSXHY PyaHUUKYO 1 6e3 HOBOM KpoBu eé
ApYr ApYry He yCTynsT.

3aBTpaK OKOHYMACS B MnofHeKnweMm Mon4vaHumu. KOHbIM MMnepaTop He cKasan
HMW C KeM 6onee HMU cCnoBa, a NpuABOpHble, Aaxe WMBaH [JONropykun u
Enunzaseta lNMeTpoBHa, 60581MCb HECKPOMHbLIM 3aMe4yaHMeM Bbi3BaTb BCMbIWKY
rHeBa Yy MONOAOr0 Uaps, O4YeHb OMacHyw nNpu ero HepoBHOM, He
YCTaHOBMBLUEMCS XapaKTepe.

ToTtyac xe nocne 3aBTpaka [MéTp BCKOYMST Ha fowadb M NOCKakan no
HanpasfieHMO K MockBe, faxe He 3aboTsacb O TOM, cneayeT M 3@ HUM ero

CBUTa.

"nasa IV MO TEYEHUIO
KHa3b BapATMHCKMI ocTancsa »uB. HecMOTpss Ha BepHOCTb pyku Anekces
MunxannoBu4ya, HECMOTpPS Ha TO, YTO OH Hauenuacsa nNpsMo B cepaLe CBOero
Bpara, Nynas npowsa HEMHOro Bblwe, He rnopaHuB paxe nérkoro. Crapuk
BapsaTUHCKUIA He noXanen HW CpeactB, HM 3aboT, 4Tobbl BbIXOAUTb CBOEro
nnemMsHHuKa. Moyt BCE NPUABOPHbLIE NIeKapu BMeCTe C rlaBHbIM apxmaTtepoMm
€ro MMNepaTopcKoro Benn4yecTtBa, aHriM4aHMHoM BunbTpocToM, nepebbiBanmu
B nanatax bapsaTuHckoro, crosBwuX Ha 6epery MOCKBbI-peKu, Yy UEpKBU
Hukonbl 3asumukoro. X ctapaHmsasMm HakoHel yaanocb n3baBuTb paHEeHOro oT
HemMuHyemon rmbenun. lMomorna K TOMYy >Xe W Mory4dasa HaTypa Bacunus
MaTBeeBunYa, 1 Yyepes Tpu Heaenn OH bbls1 CHOBA Ha HOrax, Takon Xe BeCEnbIi
N TaKOW e XXN3HEPaAOCTHbIN.
- Hy, uTO, Baciok? — cnpocus ero Ccrapbli KHA3b, Korga bapATMHCKM B
nepBbIN pa3 BCTan c nocrtenu, — 6yaewnb CTpensatbCcs ¢ JONrOpyKUM MU HET?
- byay, oaaowka!
- [1la HeyXTO Tbl He yroMmoHuncsa? HeyxTto Tebe Takas oxoTa B Morune
nexartb?
BapsTUHCKMIA BECENO YXMbIIbHY/ICS U OTBETUI:

— OXOTbl, KOHEYHO, HET, HO yCTynaTb JONropykKoMy s He HaAMepEH...



— [1a CKaXXun Tbl MHE TOJIKOM, — nepebun ero Aaas, — yBepeH Tbl, YTO KHSXXHA
AHHa BacunbeBHa Tebs nobut, anb HeT?

Bacunnin MatBeeBMY Ha MUHYTY 3aayMmancsi,, NOTOM pe3Ko TPSAXHY/ CBOeK
KyAnaTon ronoson U npoMoSIBUN:

- He 3Halo, gsaowka, Kak u ckasaTb... [lo-moemy, nobur.

- [1a Tbl en Ageknapaumio genan anb HeT?

- Her.

- M pa3roBopoB HUKaKNX He nmen?

- HeTt, He nmen.

— Tak C 4yero e Tbl B35/, Wasnasa TBOS roqoBa, YTo OHa B Tebsa BnobneHa?

- 1o BMUAMMOCTN, — CMYLLEHHO Npobypyan bapsaTUHCKUN.

— 10 KaKoW Takon BMAUMOCTU?

- [la Tak, No BCeMy 3aMeTHO. WM pasroBapumBaeT CO MHOM He TakK, KakK C
OPYTUMUN, W... eXenu s HeB3Hayan B30WAy, TaK MonbiIMEM BCS M 3apAeeTcs...
Cenyac BmaaTb, 4TO NO6UT.

- DX Tbl, AyYpeHb, AypeHb! A ewé reapanm oduuep! — yKOPpM3HEHHO nokayan
ro/I0OBOM CTapblii KHA3b. — Beab BOT S CTOPOHOM Chblwas, YTO OHA M KHA3K0
Anekcero Takme xe npedepaHCcbl OKa3blBaeT. 3HayuT, OHa WU B Hero
BnobneHa? Tak, 4to nm?

- He moxeT Toro 6biTb! — KpukHyn Bacunuin MaTteBeeBnY n gaxe nobarposen
OT npucTyna 3106bl. — He MoXeT Toro 6biTb, — NOBTOPWU OH, — He N6UT OHa
ero, Aa n nbutb-To ero He 3a 4To.

- A ecnu nobuTt? - nogapasHUN ero AsAas.

- Ecnn nobur...

Bacunnin MaTBeeBMY MOHYpWUS TONOBY, MeANeHHO, ewé HeBepHbIM LWarom
NpoWweéncs M3 yrna B yron CBoer cnajbHM 1 NOTOM BAPYr 3arosopun 6bICTpoO,
No4YTK 3ax1€6bIBAsACb OT BOSIHEHUS:

- Ecnn nobut, nydwe 6 en He poanTbCcsa Ha 6enbin ceeT. N eé u ero 3aayLwy
6e3 nowaabl! Konn He MHe, TakK NyCTb U €My He AOCTAETCH, a YX NOCMesTbCH
Haa coboto He aam!

CTapbl KHS3b NeYanbHO rnokayana rosloBoM M cnpocun:

— [1a HEYXTO X Tbl €€ TaK CU/IbHO N6ULLIBL?



- bonble Xxn3Hu, 6onble ceeTy, 6onblie cebs camoro!.. — NbIIKO O0TO3BasCA
Bacunun MatBeeBuu.

- DX, Baclk, Baclok! — rpycTHO 3aMeTun cTapuk. - He Ha panocTb Takas
nob6oBb, 601bHO yX Tbl ropsay!

Ha MnHYyTy BOUapunocb MmondaHue. Ctapblil BapAaTUHCKNIA HENOABUXXHO cuaen
B Kpecse, MNOHYpWMB rO/0BY W MOCTYKMBaAs nMasbLaMuW Mo pyyvke Kpecna, a
Bacunuin MatsBeeBnY npoao/»Kan MepuTb KOMHATy LwWaramm, TO TSXeno
B34blXas, TO 4eMy-To ynbibasiCb, CMOTPS MO TOMY, Kakue MbICIMU TeCHUIUCL B
ero pasropsiMéHHoM ronose. HO BOT wWwarm ero 3amMeannancb, W OH
OCTaHOBWJICA HaKOHeL nepea AsAen.

- Hy, Aaawwka, — TOp)XeCTBEHHO cKa3an OH, — 6narocnosute MeH4.

CTapuk NoAHSAN rosioBy U U3YMAEHHO B3rNsIHY/1 Ha Hero.

— Tbl 3TO 0 YEM?

- Bnarocnosute MeHsa. Xpabpoctu Habpanca u  cerogHs C  AHHOM
BacnnbeBHOM OKOHYaTEIbHO O6BSACHIOCHL U NMpeanoXeHune caenato...

- Tak Hagyman?

- Hagyman, paaowka.

- Hy, Konun Tak... Focnogb Te€bsa 6narocnosmu...

N cTapunk nepekpecTnn CKIOHEHHYH FONI0BY MIEMSHHUKA LUMPOKNUM KPECTOM.

- CerogHsa NoMAéLwWb? — CNPOCU CTapbli KHA3b.

- CerogHs.

- Hy, noe3xan c borom. 4 Bent KonbiMary 3an0XuTb.. A TO, MOXET, B
OAHOKOJIKe noeaewb?

- B ogHOKOIKe nyyule...

Yepe3 nonyaca nocne storo Bacunum MaTBeeBMY Bblexan CO ABOpa CBOUX
nanat v Hanpasun nowagb K LlenHoMy MocTy, 4To6 OoTTyaa npobpaTtbcsa K
MACHMLUKMM BOpPOTaM.

BecHa 6bina B nonHOM pa3rape. CHer Ha MOCKOBCKMX ynnuax noscloay crtasn
W NpeBpaTUICs B INNKYIO rPsi3b, B KOTOPOM KOséca OAHOKOIKM BSA3AU YyTb He
00 NosoBUHbI. CBEXMIN BETEPOK AOHOCUA OTKYAa-TO apoMaT pacnyCKaBLUNXCS
rnoyek. MockBa-peka, ocBoboamBLlasica OT NeAssHOro MNOKpoOBa, MEHSACb U

6ypnsi, Hecna cBou BoAbl B Aanékyt OKy. Beuepeno. OrHeHHbI AMCK COMHLUA



MeAJIEHHO CMyCKasca K FOPU30HTY, 0b6pbi3raB CBOMMM MPOLLASIbHLIMU NyYaMu
N Kyrnosa MOCKOBCKWMX LiepKBeN, M XeCTaHble Kpbiwn 60SpCKUX TepemoB, U
TEMHblE Cy4Ybsl AEpPEBbEB, Ha KOTOPbIX YyXe Habyxanu nepsble No4Ykn. OHWU
oKpacunau nypnypoM v 30/10TOM BCE, 4TO MOManoCb UMM Ha MNyTWU, N 3aXrIu
OMHEHHbIe NATHA Ha CAKASAHbBIX U CTEKNSAHHbLIX OKHaxX AOMOB.

BapAaTMHCKM, AaBHO He O6bIBWKMM Ha yauue, MoYTU YXe OTYasaABLUIMINCS
yBnaetb boxun ceetr B 6opbbe Mexay XM3HbO U CMepTbio, C XKaAHOCTbKO
BAbIXan CBeXUN BeCeHHUN BO3ayX. Bcé pagosano ero rnas, Bcé 3aHMMano ero
BHMUMaHMe, TOYHO BCE, 4YTO BUAEN OH Ternepb BOKpyr cebs, 6bln0 Ansg Hero
KaKOW-TO HEBUAAHHOM HOBOCTbIO, U OH, KakK pebEéHOK, BOCXMLANCSA KaXaon
MEenoYblo, KaXxablM NnpeaMeToM, rnonagaslnMcsa eMy Ha gopore.

Korga oH Bblexan Ha MsicHuukyto, Haberan yxe cympak. Hebo noteMmHeno,
noTepsa0 CBOK O6MPIO30BYHD OKPACKY M Ka3anoCb TOYHO 3aTAHYTbIM TYMaHHOM
neneHon. Koe-rae nevyanbHO Muranu OrHu ¢oHapen, MnocCTaB/leHHbIX B
HebONbWOM KOMYECTBE MO [/laBHbIM ynavuaM MOCKBbl B MOCNeAHME [OHU
NeTpoBCKOro LapcTeoBaHus. Ho 3Tn dpoHapu He gaBann NoOYTU HU Manenwero
CBeTa, CKBepHoe Macnio 6onblie KOMNTUIO, YEM ropeno, U AbIMHbIE JIyUYM UX
OFHEN TOYHO MOrnowanncb CTEKNaMM, He ycneBas MpopBaTbCA Ha csoboay.
CyMepkn crywanmcb o4deHb 6bICTpO, M Koraa bapaATWHCKM noabexan K
BOpOTaM nanaTt PyaHMUKOro, HacTynusia y)e HO4YHas TbMa.

- [loMa KHA3b? — cnpocwun Bacunuii MaTBeeBWY y CNyru, OTBOPUBLUErO €My
ABepuU.

- Joma-c. HoHe, nounTtan, HUKyaa He Bble3xanu. Noxanynte!

- A Mosio4asa KHAXHa?

- W oHn poma-c.

Bacunun MaTBeeBMY MO LUMPOKOW NecTHUUe, YCTAaHHOMW 6apXxaTHbIM KOBPOM,
MOAHANCA HaBepX U BCTYNWA B 3aly, rAe BMECTO LUMPOKUX NaBOK, KPbITbIX
KpaCHbIM CYKHOM W MaHKOW, ewé TaK HeAaBHO HanonHABWMX 6ospckue
TepeMa [axe cCaMbiX MNepBbIX BEIbMOX, YMHHO CTOSANM Kpecsa W CTysibs
HeMeukon paboTbl, 06uTble WTOdPOM. pOMagHble NMPOCTEHOYHbIE 3epKaja B
30/104EHBIX paMax rNagenu 4yTb He CO BCeX 4eTblpéx cTeH. bapxaTHbie

Apanpu aoBeplianyM y6paHCTBO KOMHaTbl, O6CTaBNEHHON COBEPLUEHHO MO



eBponenckomy obpasuy.

He ycnen BapaTUHCKUIA caenaTb M HECKOJIbKMX LaroB no rnagkoMmy napkery,
KaK ABepb CMEXHOW KOMHaTbl OTBOpW/JACb, M Ha MOpore BbIpOC/sa BbliCOKas
durypa kHaA39 PyagHuukoro. Bacunumiwo CeMéHoBuYy PyaHMUKOMY TONbKO
HeLaBHO WCMOJIHWUAOCL MATbLAECAT NIeT, HO HEB3roAbl U ropectm nocnegHux
AHel, Bbl3BaHHble HEBOJIbHOW OMNasion, KOTOPOM OH MOABEPrcst nocne cMepTu
CBOEro Moryyero nokposuTesns, BCE-TakKn HaaA/IOMUIN ero CUNbHYIO N KPenKyto
HaTypy, W Tenepb OH BbIrNsAen ropasao crapwe csBoux net. OpeTbi B
bapxaTHbIn KadTaH ¢dpaHuy3ckoro obpasua, TwaTeslbHO BblOPUTbIA, OH U
AOHbIHE eWwé coxpaHun cneabl 6bi10M KpacoTbl. TONbKO durypa ero tenepb
notepsna yxe CcBOK Obllyl0 CTPOMHOCTb, Aa [/la3a, >XWBble U ropeBlIne
OFOHbKOM ewWwé B HeaaBHee BpeMs, CNOBHO MNOTYyXNM W ywnu rnyboko B
opbuThl.

- A, Bacununm MaTBeeBu4! — Beceno npuBeTcTBOBan OH bapsaTuHckoro,
npotarmeasa emy obe pyku, — NOAHANNCb-TakuU HakoHel! Hy, cnasa Xpucty! A
YK MbI-TO CKOJIbKO BpeMeHU 3a Bac 608/nMCb. AHHYLWKA — TaK Ta NpOCTO C yMa
cowna. NnayveT yenbiMyU AHAMU Aa BCE TBEpPAUT: He BbIKMBET Aa He BbKMBET!
YX 9 eé n Tak n ataK ytewan — Huyero He 6epét. Hy na Tenepb NycTb cama
BOOYMIO y6eauTcs, 4To Bbl HE yMepnn... — U, NnpMoTBOpMB ABEPb B KOMHATY, U3
KOTOPOM OH TONIbKO 4TO BblWesn, OH KpWKHYyM: — AHHa BacunbeBHa! lNnakca
HeyTewHasa! MNMoab-Kka coga, nornaan, Kkakoro roctda bor gan!

BapsaTUHCKMA efBa yaepXancad Ha Horax, Yycabllwae nocneaHme cnosa
ctTapuka PyagHuukoro. KpoBb NpuxnblHyna ropsidyen BOJSIHOM K ero cepauy,
KOoTOpoe 3abunsocb C TaKOM CUI0OMN, TOYHO XOTESI0 NMPOPBATLCA CKBO3b FPYAHYHO
KfieTky. B rnasax nownm TyMaHHble Kpyrv, B rosioBe 3allyMesio, U OH OOJIKEH
6bi1 NpuM3BaTb Ha MOMOLb BCHO Cuy BONM, 4Tob6bl NOGOPOTH Tak BHe3anHo
oxBaTuBllEe ero BOJSIHEHWe. Bacunuin MaTBeeBMY NOYTUM He XAan TaKoro
cyacTbs. HecMOTps Ha BCHO CBOK CaMOYBEPEHHOCTb, HECMOTPSA Ha TO, YTO OH
no4yTn yBepeH 6bia B NH06BU KHSAXHbI PyaHULKOW, BCE-TAaKN BpeMeHaMn B HEM
NpoCbiNanncb COMHEHUS, TaK KakK YBEPEeHHOCTb 3Ta 6blla OCHOBaHa He Ha
pakTax, a Ha o4vyeHb O6MaHuMBbIX Hagexaax. W BApyr okKasanocb, 4TO

HapexXxabl €ro He O6MaHYJ'IVI. OHa nnakana, 4Yto OH 6bin paHEH, OHa 6bina



6e3yTewHa, 608Cb, YTO OH YMPET: He 6bII0 COMHEHUS, YTO OHAa ero Nnwbut. U
C 3aMupaHuMeM cepjua, C BOJIHEHMEM, KOTOpOe AOCTUINO CaMblX BbICLIMX
npeaenos, CO cC/fie3aMu Ha rnasax, Ho c/fie3amMu paaocTu, a He ropsi, OH rnsaen
HEeTepnenneo Ha ABepb, U3 KOTOPOWN A0/HKHA Oblsla NOABUTBCA KHSXKHA AHHA.
Monopas AesBylka He 3acTtaBuia cebsa xaatb. OHa TopornsimeBo Bbexana B
3any v, yemaes Bacunma MaTteBeeBuya, BCMbIXHYyNa A0 KOpHeW BOAOC, 6bICTpO
noaoLwna K HEMY U ApOXallMM, NMpepbiBaBLLUMMCS FOSIOCOM BOCK/IMKHYNA:

- HakoHeu-To! Cnasa Tebe, Nocnoau!

Crtapuk PygHMUKMK B 3TO BpeMs OTOLWEN B CTOPOHY W u3ganu rnagen Ha
MonoAblX noaen. HecMoTps Ha BCE CBOE yecTontobure, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH
NnpeKkpacHO 3Han, KaKyl poab urpaeTr cembs [JONropykux npu HOHOM Lape,
Bacunnuin CeMéHoBuY 6bl1  O4YEeHb HeAOBOJSIEH YyXaXuBaHueM Anekces
Jonropykoro 3a AHiTOW. OH 6bl71 yBepeH, 4TO, BblAaB CBOK [A0Yb 3a
AsotopoaHoro 6paTta uapckoro asopuTa, €My C NOMOLLbI TaKoro 31Ts CHOBa
6bin10 nerko B306paTbCs MO NeCcTHUUE MNPUABOPHbLIX YCMNexXoB A0 CaMbIX
BbICWUMX CTYMeHen, — W BCE-TAaKM OH He Xenan 3Toro 6paka. KHA3b
BapsTuHcknin 66in emy ropasgo cmmnaTtmyHee. OH nobun ero 3a ero BeCcénbii,
OTKPbITbIM XapakTep, 3a 6e3ynpeyHyo YeCTHOCTb ero B3rns4oB, 3a ero TUXumn
HpaB, pPe3KOo BbIAENSABLIWKA MONIOAOr0 KHA38 W3 cpedbl 6ynMHOM MONoAéXM
TorgawHmx BpeMéH. OH WCKpPEeHHO »>anen, Korga y3Hana O AyanuM ero c
[ONropykMM n 0 TOM, YTO OH paHeH, U bblN OYeHb HEeLOBOJIEH, YTO NMPUYNHOM
3TOM Ayanu 6blN0 KOKETCTBO €ro Ao4Yepu, UHTpUrosaBller oboux MOoNoabix
NAen N Joaro He pellaBLIencsl, KOMy OTAaTb CBOE cepaue. Ho Ha apyrown
AeHb nocne TOro, kKak Anekcen [Lonropykun Tak 370 coobwmn mMonoaown
KHS>XXHEe O CMepTW CBOero conepHuka, AHIOTa, ONpaBsCb OT CWUJIbHEWLWero
obMOpoKa, KOTOpbIA Bbi3Bana YyXacHass BeCTb, K CBOEMY YAUBIIEHUIO W
pafoCcTu CTapukoB PyaHWUKMUX, npu3Hanacb cebe, 4yTto ecnm oHa u nburt
KOro, TO HUWKaK He Anekces [onropykoro, a TonbkKo bapsATMHCKOro, —
HecyacTHoro bapsTMHCKOro, Tak yxacHo normbwero ns-3za eé nerkoMbICNus.
3aTo CKONbKO pagocTu 6b1s10 B CeMbe PyaHMUKMX, KOraa AOCTOBEPHO Y3Hanw,
yTo Bacumnuin MaTBeeBMY He yMep, UTO paHa ero He npeacrasnseTr 60nbLION

OMacHoOCTWM U 4YTO B CKOPOM BpeMeHW OH, HaBepHOe, BCTaHeT C noctenu. U



6onee Bcex 6bln paa ctapuk PyaAHWUKUA, KOTOPbIA yXe onacascs, 4YTo emy
NpUAETCA nopoaHUTbCA ¢ Jonropykumu. Tenepb, rnaasa Ha MONoOAbIX NOAEN,
BCTPETUBLUMXCA ApYyr C APYroM TaK B3BOJIHOBAHHO W paAoCTHO, Bacunui
CeMé&HoBMY Beceno ynbibancs n HeBosIbHO MPUCAYLIMBANCA K UX CMYLWLEHHOMY
roBopy.

- [ocnoamn, Kak g paga! — rosopuna AHIOTA, Kpernko CXuMMasi CBOEN py4dKOMn
MYCKYUCTYI0 pyKy BapsaTuHckoro, — ecnu 6bl Bbl 3Hanu, Kak 9 ucrepsanacbh
3a 3TN AHun!

N oHa opmapwuna ero nackoBbiM B/IHOBNEHHBIM B3rnsaoM. M OT HEXHOro TOHa
eé ronoca, OT eé& JlackoBOro B3rnggda cepjue MosoAoro 4enoBeka eweé
cunbHee 3abunocb, BOSIHEHMe ewé 6onee yCcMnMNoCb, Y Hero nepexsaTtuio
AblXaHne, N OH eaBa CMOr npowenTaTb:

- Heyxenu Bbl Tak cMibHO 060 MHe 6eCcrnoKounmnce?

- Hy, noHaTHO! S npocto cebe MecTa He Haxoamna BCé 3TO BpeMs. MHe BCé
npeacTaBNanoChb, YTO Bbl YMUpaAETe.

- Cnacunbo BaM, 6onblioe cnacnbo 3a yyactme! — npowenTtan bapAaTUHCKUNA.

- A Bbl 3HaeTe, — BAPYr O6bICTPO 3aroBopwusa KHSXHA, — 3TOT MNPOTUBHbLIN
Jonropykun yBepun MeHs, YTo Bbl YOUTbI.

Mma [onropykoro 3actaBuno bapATUHCKOro paxe B34pPOrHyTb, U OH
TOpPOMNAMBO CNPOCKN:

- A oH yacTo bbiBaeT y Bac?

Monogas aeBywKka oTpuuaTenbHO nokadana rosloBoMu.

- Het. C TOro AHs, Kak OH 6bin 3gecb u coobwmn O Bawen CMepTu, OH
3ae3)asl BCero ABa pasa, HO s K HEMY He BbiIxoguna. 1 ero Tenepb MpocTo
BMAeTb He Mory! MNMpoTuBHbIN!.. Beab OH 4yTb He ybun Bac!

Y bapsTUHCKOro otnerno oT cepaua. EMy noaymanocb, 4To Tenepb camas
yAobHas MUHYTaA, 4YTOObl HAYUCTOTY OO6BACHUTBLCS C KHSXHOM, U OH, NMOHU3UB
rosoc Ao weénoTa, ckasan:

- AHHa BacunbeBHa, panTe MHe Cf0BO, 4YTO Bbl He paccepamTecb WU
BbICNyLL@eTe MeHs.

- [oBopuTe, rosopute! — BOCK/IMKHY/M@ [AeBylWKa, CHOBA BCS BCMbIXHYB,

npeayvyBCTBYSl, K YEMY OH KJIOHUT peub.



BapsaTUHCKMA nepefoxHyn W, OrAsHYBWWUCb Ha CTapuka PyaHuUKOro,
MeANeHHO NpPOXa)MBaBLWIErocss B AaNlbHEM KOHUE 3anbl, Kak 6yaTo M He
obpallas Ha HUX BHUMAHUSA, 3aroBopun:

- 8 yxX pgaBHO cobupancs noroBopuTb C BaMW, Aa BCE KaK-TO AyXy He
xBaTano. 3HaeTe, U He pobok s, a nepea Bamm poben. A MOoTOM 3TOT
Jonropykui... Kazanocb MHe, 4TO Bbl €ro ntobute... Hy, a Teneps...

AHlOTa Nykaso ynblbHynacb u nepebuna:

- A Tenepb Bbl y6eamnucob, 4To g ero He nbnio?

- [a, ybeanncs! — BOCTOp>XEHHO BOCK/IMKHYN Bacunnin MatBeeBny 1, cxmmas
eé pyku B CcBOMX, npoaosmxan: — Yéeaguncsa, a notomy un xpabpoctmn Habpancs,
yTobbl C BaMum 3aroBopuTb. AHHa BacunbeBHa, Beab nwbn Bac, 6onblie
Xn3Hm nwbnw! C nepBoro B3rnsga, C nepsor BCTpeuu 9 oTAan BaM MOéE
cepaue. CKoMbKO MyK S MPUHSA 3a 3TO BpeMsl, Kakas beweHas peBHOCTb
Tep3asa MeHsl, Korga s Buaes, 4to Bbl JTaCKOBbl HE TO/IbKO CO MHOK, HO U C
Jonropykum. Beab 1 Ha NOEAMHOK-TO S €ro n3-3a 3TOro Bbi3Ba.

- nynbin! — npowenTana KHAXHa, TyKaBo noaxumas rybku.

- HoO 3aT0 KakuM cyacTbeM nMOJIHO Tenepb MOE cepaue! — npoaoskan
MONOAON KHA3b. — CKaXuTe e MHe, MOry Nim 1 NpOCUTb Ballen PyKW y KHA3S
N KHArMHM? Cornacutechb M Bbl CTaTb MOEN XEHOWN?

- nynbin! — ewé Tuwe wenHyna AHKOTa, Tak TUXO, 4YTO OH CKOpee no
ABMXeHuto eé ryb yragan, yem paccnblwan eé cnosa, — rnyneiin! Heyxenu Bbl
He ybeamnnuce, 4TO 9 Bac nbno?

— Tak Bbl COrNacHbl, COrnacHbI?

- Hy, noHsATHO, cornacHa!

N, cxBaTMB ero 3a pyKy, KHs>KHa mnoTalwiuna ero 3a coboto K oTuy, KOTOpbii
BCTPETU/ UX JTACKOBOW YNbIOKOW.

- baTiowka, - ckasana oHa, - 6narocnoBute Hac! Bacunuin MatBeeBud
NtobuUT MeHa, n 9 cornacHa 6bITb €ro XXeHown.

CTapuk ApoXawmMMm pyKamum, CO cnesaMm Ha rnasax, obHsan mMonoabix noaemn
N NpuxXan nx K CBOen rpyau.

- Hy BOT n nagHo, aeTkn, n nagHo! — npobopMmotan crapuk. — beperute eé,

KHS3b, OHa y Hac ogHa!



- [ocnoaun! — BOCKNWMKHYN BapATUHCKUMIM, — Aa 9 XU3Hb CBOK OTAAM 3a eé
cyactbe!

- Bepto, Bepto! 3Hawo, 4TO Tbl CNaBHbIA Manblii, NOTOMY M paa Cc Toboto
NOpoAHUTLCA. A Tenepb K Matepu NomaémTe, NyCcTb U oHa Bac 6narocnosuT.

N oH nepBbli caenan HEeCKOSbKO LWaroB Mo HanpasneHuto K asepu. Ho
KHArMHA PyaHuukas, nonHas, aebenas m ao cux nop ewé Kpacusas
XXEHLWMWHa, cama B 3TO BpeMs Bowna B 3any. B3arnaa eé ynan Ha nwbosBHO
NPUXaBLUMXCA APYr K APYrY MOMoAbIX NHOAEN, N OHA BOCK/IMKHYNA:

- Y10 X 3T0? N He CTblAHO BaM 6e3 MaTepu Takoe AeNo BepwunTb?

- MpocTtnte, Matywka! - 6pocunacb K Heln Ha rpyab AHHA, — Mbl cenyac
TOJIbKO cObupanncb Natn K Bam.

- Byaet BopyaTtb, cTapyxa! — 3aMeTun cTtapbi KHA3b, — 61arocnosnsam neten,
Aa 1 Aeno ¢ KoHuom!

- bor 6narocnosut! — ApoXawlMM ro/sI0COM MPOroBopusia KHAMMHS, OCeHss
CKNNIOHEHHbIE ro/1I0Bbl MOMIOAbIX NHOAEN LUMPOKMM KPECTOM.

B 3To camoe BpeMs B CMeXHOW KOMHATe MNOC/bIWAaiNCb YbU-TO TSAXKENble
warm, M 4epes MrHOBEHME Ha nopore 3anbl MNOSBUACSA KHA3b Anekcen

Jonropykun...

nasa V MCTUTEJIb
HeoxunpaHHoe nosBneHne Anekcesa Mmxamnoeuya nopasuno u bapatnHckoro,
N CTapukoB PyaHMUKMX, W TONbKO KHsSXHa AHHa He pactepsinacb, He
notepsina camoobnagaHuvsa v Becesno, C JlyKaBOW ycMmewkon obpatuniacb K
Jdonropykomy:
- YTO X 3TO Bbl, KHSI3€HbKa, 06MaHynn MeHSa? Beab NOKOMHUMK-TO XUB. U He
CTblAHO BaM 6bIs10 TakK 3710 NOCMEATLCHA HAA0 MHOMO!
CnoBa  KHSXHbl, €& HenpuHyxaéHHoe  obpaweHne  obesopyxmnu
[Jonropykoro. XoTd OH W He Aoragasncs, 4Tto Mpou3owsio 34eCb 3@ MUHYTY
nepes ero npuxoAoM, HO KoOrga ero B3rnia4 ynan Ha bapatuHckoro, ¢
pafOCTHbIM BUAOM COKMMaBLUErO0 B CBOMX PyKaX MANEHbKYI PYUYKY KHSKHbI,
CMYTHOE onaceHue LeBesibHY/I0Cb B ero Aywe. Y Hero SBuioCb HeBOJIbHOEe

noaos3peHne, 4YTo €ro mrpa npourpaHa, 0CObeHHO Korga OH BCMOMHWA npo



06MOpOK, KakMM BCTpPEeTUNa ero cioBa 0 cMepTu bapaTUHCKOro KHs)xHa AHHa,
M Npo To, 4To 0ba pasa, Korga OH 3ae3xas K PyaAHMUKMM, OHa He Bbixoguna K
HeMmy.

OH cpa3y He HaWE&NCa 4YTo OTBETUTb Ha CNOBa MONOAOMN AEBYLIKU U TONbKO
KaK-TO KMCNO YNbIGHYNCA. A KHSI)KHA MexXay TeM npoaosnkana:

- Tak BOT, Bawe CUATENbCTBO, B Haka3aHue 3a obMaH s Xo4yy Bac nopasuTb
HEOXMAaHHOM HOBOCTLIO...

N oHa nykaBo B3rnaHyna Ha bapatuHckoro.

Jonropykun norman 3ToT B3rns4 N HEBOJSIbHO B34pPOrHYy/.

- YT0 Takoe? Kakyt HOBOCTb? — BbICTPO CNpPOCKI OH.

KHs>XHa nomonyana HeCKO/bKO CeKyHZ, C/I0BHO HapoO4yHO pas3Xxuras ero
HeTeprneHue, n NOTOM MeJ/IeHHO, OTYeKaHMBasa Ka)xaoe C/10B0O, CKa3sana:

— 51 BbIXOXY 3aMyX.

- 3a Koro? — XpunsbIM rosloCoM Cripocun JONropykui.

AHHa BacunbeBHa noaowna K CBOEMY XEHWXy, B3snla ero 3a pyKy MU,
noka3sblBas [JO/ITOPYKOMY Ha Hero, TOpPXXeCTBEHHO NPOU3Hecna:

- Bot mMon 6yaywuin cynpyr! lpowy, Bawe CUATENbLCTBO, ero Nwbutb aa
»anosaTtb!

Anekcent Mnxannosud 3n106H0 3akycun ryby, 6pocnn Ha KHA39 BapAaTUHCKOro
B3rN4 HENPUMUPUMOMN 3106bl U XOTen 6bLIO BbINTU, HE IS4 HUM Ha KOro w
He CKas3aB HM C KeM HM cfioBa, HO MOTOM nepeayMasn M 3a3BeHEBLUMM, Kak
BbICOKO HACTpOEeHHasa CTpyHa, roJloCoOM 3aroBOpwuIl:

- Yectb n cnaBa Tebe, KHsSXHa AHHa BacunbeBHa: cyMmena MeHs, Aypaka,
obonTtu... Hy uto Xxe, nobutecb Ha cyacTtbe... [an Bam bor coseT aa nbosBb...
TO/IbKO MOMHUTE U MOE C/0BO. YTO A0 MeHd, 9 BaM MoCTaparCb YCTPOUTb
TakKoe CcYyacCTbe, UYTO Tbl HE pa3, KHSXHa, NoXaseelwb, YTO OTTO/IKHY1a MeHs. A
Tebe, Bawe cunaTenbCTBO, Bacunuin MaTBeeBMY, 9 NOCTapatoCb NPUroTOBUTb
cBafebHbIi NoAapoK... He 3Hak TONbKO, byaeT nn oH Tebe Ha paaoCTb. Tol
3axoTen Moen Bpaxabl, — HY W nonyuymwb eé! A Bpaxaa [oNropykumx 4ero-
HM6yab Aa ctout!..

MW c >TumMm  cnoBamm Anekcen MuxannoBuy OTBECUI  HACMELWUBO

Ll,epeMOHHblm MOKNIOH, CneEWwHbIM WaromM BbliWen M3 3abl, NOYTU OMPOMETHLIO



cbexan c necTHMuUbl W, BCKOYMB Ha CBOEro apramaka, KOTOporo aepxasn B
nosoAy OAWH M3 cnyr PyaHuMuKoro, BO BeCb onop nomyasncs B Kpemsab, TO 1
Aeno nonocys 6oka nowaan To WMNOpamMn, TO XJ1bICTOM.

Koraa oH noanerten Kk 60koBOMy BXoay ABopua, fowanb 6biia BCA B NeHe U
YyTb HE najana C Hor.

Jonropykuin cnpbirHyn € KOHS, 6pocun noBoAbA OAHOMY W3 MPUABOPHbIX
KOHIOXOB, MOCTOSHHO TO/INMBLUNXCS 34eCb, U BbICTPbIM LWAroM HamnpasW/CS Ha
NONOBMHY CBoOero ABotopogHoro 6parta, nwbumua wHOro uaps, WBeaHa
Anekceesnya [lonropykoro.

MBaH AnekceeBu4 6bi1n1 y cebsa. Korga Anekcen BOWwEN K HeMy, OH cuaen
BEPXOM Ha TabypeTe B ogHOM pybaluke U HaurpbiBaa Ha NACTyWbEN Xanenke
KaKoM-TO XanobHbi MOTUB. Urpa Ha AyAKe, KOTOPOK NpUMaHUBaKT COKOJOB,
Aa Ha Xanenke cocTtaBnsna nwbumoe 3aHATUE uapcKkoro dgasopuTa, M BCe
cBoboAHbIE MWHYTbI, KOrga eMy yjaaBanocb oTtaenatbca  oT [leTpa,
TpeboBaBlWwero ero MNOCTOSAHHOro MPUCYTCTBUSA, OH MPOBOAWA 3@ 3TUM
3aHaTueM. VBaHy AnekceeBudy WEN B 3TO BPEMA TONIbKO ABajuaTb MepBbin
rog. He nonyuusBwun Moyt HUKaKoro obpasoBaHus, MOYTM BCE AETCTBO
npoeeawnin Ha nonsax bypaeskn, pogosoro nomecTbsd [JONropykux B
OpnoBckon rybepHuUn, OH nbUN TUXYHD CENbCKYK XW3Hb, nwbun eé
He3aTennueble 3abaBbl. B AyWwHbIX KOMHaTax netepbyprckux nanat CBOEro
0oTUA, @ 3aTeM M B LAPCKUX MOKOSAX OH 4YacTo BCMOMMWHaN cYacT/IMBOE BpeMS
cBoen XW3HM B bBypaeBke, 4yacTo BOCKpewasn B CBOeM NaMATU KapTWUHbI
MEeCTHOM NpuUpoAbl, TaK MHOIO rOBOPUBLLEN €ro KOHOMY cepaLy.

Coenaswucb 61M3KMM ApyroM HacregHWKa npecrosa, a 3aTeM uMmnepaTtopa
MeTpa BTOporo, OH eAMHCTBEHHbIN K3 BCex [ONropykuMx He paccyuTbiBan,
KaKyl NOMAb3y W Kakume BbIroAbl NPUHECET eMy 3Ta Apyxba. OH nwobun lMeTpa
KaK ToBapullia CBOMX AETCKUX Urp, Nobun ero pagn HeEro camoro, a He paau
€ero uapckoro Tutyna. B To camoe BpeMs, Kak M OTey ero, U BCe ero Asau
BMELUMBANNUCL BO BCE MPUABOPHbIE UHTPUIK, CTapasiCb U3BJieYb KaK MOXHO
6onbwe BbIrOA M3 6AM30CTM MBaHa K OHOMY uMnepaTopy, caM MBaH He
npocun y MNeTpa ang ceb6ba poOBHO HWYEro, AOBOJIbHbLIA HE CTOSIbKO TUTY/IOM

Luapckoro daBopuTa, CKOMbKO N060BLIO, KOTOPYK NuTan K Hemy [Métp. Ho



Nnopon, Korga eMy Hagoepana cyeta NpUABOPHOWM XU3HU, OH TArOTUACS Aaxe
n aTon NboBbLIO N, HE MMEes BO3MOXHOCTU OTNpPaBUTbCA B CBOKO Bypaesky,
3anmpanca B CBOMX KOMHAaTaxX, BblHMMas M3 POCKOLWHOro ¢ cepebpsiHbiMU
WHKPYCTaUuMAMMN  duiMYKa MPOCTY0 NacTywbl >Kanemky W rMpuHUMaNca
HaurpbolBaTb Ha HEW MOTUBbI, C/bllWaHHbIE MM B geTcTBe. BOT B Takyk-TO
MMEHHO MUHYTY W nonan K HeMy ceroaHs Anekcen Muxannosuu.

MNon4yaca ToMy Hasaj VBaH noccopwuica M3-3a 4Yero-To C uapém n ybexan K
cebe, HecMOTpS Ha TO 4TO MMETp, KOTOPbIN HE yMeNn Ha Hero A0Aro cepanTbCs,
YyTb HE HACW/IbHO yaepXmBan csoero sbumua. Ho MiBaH 1 noccopunca-To ¢
HWUM MNOTOMY, YTO €My CTano YTO-TO FPYCTHO Ha cepaue, eMy XOoTenocb nobbiTb
oaHoMy, nobecenoBaTb HaeAMHe C CBOEW Xanemkow, M OH, He obpawas
BHMUMaHMA Ha YyCWneHHble npocbbbl lMNeTpa, Bcé-Takn ybexan M3 uUapCcKoro
KabuHeTa.

Cny4yaHO OH He 3anep ABepu, U NOTOMy AneKcen 3acTas ero COBepLUeHHO
Bpacnnox. Yemasa Bxoasauwero 6pata, MeBaH 6biICTpOo BCKoumn C TabypeTku,
CMYLWEHHO CYHY/1 XXanenKy B SAWMK WU Toraa ToSIbKO NPOTAHY ANlekcero pyky.

- Y10 3710 C TO6OK? — CNpoCUN OH, MNSAASE Ha ero B3BOJIHOBAHHOE NUO. —
Hezpnopos Tbl, Anéwa, 4to nn?

Anekcenn MmxamnoBu4y AencTBUTENbHO Obl1 He MNOXOX Ha cebsa. JlMuo ero
6bin10 6en0 Kak MNos0THO, MYCKY/bl WEK CyAOPOXHO B3aparnBanu, nog
rnasamu nerna peskas TeHb, a CaMW asa TO Kasa/nCb COBCEM MOTYXLWIMMU,
TO BCMNbIXMBaNu ANKUM, 3/106HbIM OFOHbLKOM.

- Y10 c TO60OI? - cHOBa noBTopun MBaH. — KTo Tebsa Tak pasobuaen?
Anekcen MmnxannoBuy nevyasnbHO B34OXHYN U TSHXENO0 ONYCTUACS B Kpecno.

- Ax, 6paTteu, — ckasan OH, — Bpar y MeHs Hapoauncs, n 6onblion spar!..

N oH 3n106HO Cxan Kynakw.

- K10 Takos? Kakown Bpar?

- KHA3b BapATUHCKMIA.

— DTO C KOTOPbIM Tbl CTPENAICs?

- OH cambIit.

- [la 4yero Xe Bbl C HMM Tenepb-TO He nogennnm? Yero Tbl Ha Hero BCEé

3n106uWbcA? MpocTpenun eMy LWKypy, 4yTb Ha TOT CBET He OTnpaBui, —



KaXXMCb, MOXHO 6bITb U AOBOJIbHbIM!

Anekcen pe3ko BCKOYMS C MecCTa.

— [OBONbHBLIM? — BOCKJ/IMKHYN OH. — Hy, HeT, MBaHylwkKa, 3TOro Ansi MeHs
Mano!

- Tak yero e Tbl Xo4ewb?

nasa Anekces 3nosewe 6necHynn. OH nepeaoxHyn, TOYHO B rpyau He
XBaTW/I0 BO34yXa, N OTBETWUII:

- Yero 4 xo4y? HeMHOroro: TonbKO ero cMeptu. [JO Tex rnop, rnoka OH XuB, 4
He YCMNOKOKCb... 1 No Kanne Bbinua 6bl ero KpoBb U TOSIBKO TOraa 6bl yTonuna
CBOK MECTb.

Kakaga-To TeHb CKosb3HYysa no nuuy MeaHa AnekceeBuya. OH HaxMypus CcBOU
ryctble 6poBu 1 rpyCcTHO Noka4asn rosoBomu.

- AX, Anéwa, — ckasan oH, — KakKou e Tbl KpoBoxaaHbin! N yTo Takoe Tebe
caenan bapATUHCKWIA, YTO Tbl TaK Ha Hero B3besica?

- Y710 OH caenan? OH oTbUN y MeHsa HeBecCTy!

- BuHa He Benuka. Ckopee Tbl CaM BUHOBAT B 3TOM.

- Tbl, KaxeTcs, CMeéwbCA Haao MHOW, MWBaH?! — BCNbIXHYN Anekcen
Munxannosmu.

- 51 He cMelCb, A TONbKO YAUBNAKCH, — FPYCTHO npoposkan MeaH. — Thbl
X04Yellb MCTUTb YesIoBEKY TOJIbKO 3a TO, YTO B rfasax AEeBYLKN, KOTOPYIO Thl
nobuwb, OH nmeet 6onblie NpemMmyLlecTs, Yem Tbl. Beab He BMHOBAT Xe OH
Ha CaMOM Jerie, YTO Tbl el He HpaBMLLbCS.

Anekcen ropao NoaHsN ronoBy M pe3ko ckasan:

- 4 npuwén kK Tebe coBceM He 3aTeM, 4YTO6 BbIC/yLWIMBATL TBOM HACTaBAEHUS.
— Tak 3a4yeM xe Tbl NpULWén? — TMXo ynoibasace, cnpocun NeaH.

— 3a TBOE NMOMOLLbHO.

- B 4éM xe g Tebe fOMKEH NOMOYbL?

— YHUUYTOXUTb BapATUHCKOrO.

nasa MBaHa AnekceeBMYa 3aTyMaHUNIUCb, TOYHO MNOAEPHYNCb KaKOM-TO
Bnaro. OH MeasieHHO BCTas C Kpecna, Ha KOTOPOM cuAaesn, HeCKOSIbKO pa3s
MOSslYa NpOWENCca M3 KoHUA B KOHEL KOMHATbl M HaKOHel, OCTaHOBUBLUMCH

nepen 6paTtoM, 3aroBopwu:



- Kakune Bbl CTpaHHble Bce ntoaun, Anekcen! Heyxenu Bbl AyMaeTe, YTO ecnu
S UMEeK cyacTbe MM HecdacTbe 6biTb 6M3KMM K Lapo, TO ecTb, No-Ballemy,
MMEHOBATbCA BCECUSIbHbIM, TO S HenpeMeHHO o06s3aH ynoTpebnaTtb 3Ty
61M30CTb M 3Ty CUAY Ha BCSAKME MoAsible, Mep3KuMe WU rpsaA3Hble AeULWKU?
FNnynbin Tbl YenoBek, Anekcen! Heyxenn Tbl HUKOrga He coobpaxan, YTo 4YeMm
Bbille cyabba noctaBuna 4denoseka, TeM 6onee oH 06s3aH 3aboTUTbCS O
CBOEN NopsAa0YHOCTU N YeCcTHOCTM? HeT, Anekcen, u Tak ntogMm MHOro genatoT
3na. Tbl, MoXeT 6bITb, AyMaewb, 4TO 9 6yay wurpate posb AnekcaHapa
JaHnnoBnya MeHwnkoBa? TaK Tbl XECTOKO owunbcs. A npekpacHo 3Hakw, U
3Hal 3TO Ha onbiTe TOro e MeHwunkoBa, 4YTO cyabba 6biBaeT oO4eHb
nepeMeH4ymsa. MeHWMKOB ObLT MOYTU ULAPCKUM TeCcTeM, MOJSIHOBACTHbIM
Bepwutenem cyneb scen Pycu, n 4yto xe? Tenepb OH HUYTOXHEE Kaxaoro u3
HalWKnX KOHIOXOB W, HAaBEpPHOE, OYeHb XafleeT, YTo He MOr OCTaBuUTb No cebe
HW B KOM Ao6pon NamMaTu, Koraa Mor 3To caenaTbh. S He Xo4y nogpaxaTb eMmy,
He Xo4y AenaTtb NOASAM CO3HaTeNbHOro 3na, XoTsd 6bl 06 3TOM NpoCKMN MeHs
poAHON oTel.

OH 3amMonyan un otowén ot 6paTta.

Anekcen noaHanca ¢ mecta u, 6pocmeB Ha 6pata npe3puTenbHbIM B3rnsg,
BMAMMO CAEPXWNBASICb, CNPOCUIT:

- Tak Tbl He Xeflaewb MHE NoOMOoYb?

MNBaH neyanbHO B340XHYN U TBEPAO OTBETUI:

- KoHeuHO, HeT. U ckaxy Tebe ewé, Anéwa, Hanocnenok: ecnu Tbl, nade
YyasiHMA, B3AyMaelwb C bapAaTUHCKMM CBOMM CyaoOM pasaenaTtbcs, — s Tebe He
3awWmTa, TaK Tbl U 3Han! A Tenepb NpoWan: MHe K Lapo natm HagobHo.

N, HapeB Ha cebs kadTaH, BansABWWMACA Ha AuBaHe, MBaH AnekceeBuny
APY>XEeCKU noxan pykKy 6paTty v 6bICTPO Bbilesl U3 KOMHATbI.

Anekcern MunxanmnoBuY HECKONbKO MUHYT He ABWUrancs, Kak MNopaxKéHHbIN
rpoMoM. He Ha TO OH Haaesncs, OTNpaBAsAsChb CloAa CEerofHs, He TOro OH Xaan
OT MBaHa. 3Hasi, 4YTO IOHbIA Lapb WCNOMHSAET Manenwee XenaHue CBOEero
nobumua, LoNropykui paccuuTbiBan, 4YTO CTOUT €My TONbKO MOMPOCUTb
6paTa, N OH TOTYacC Xe AOCTAaHeT NpuKas cocnaTtb bapAaTUHCKOro B cmbupckue

npuropoabl nian, no MeHbLUeMn MEpe, yCnaTb €ro Ha KaKoe-HVIGY,Elb halibHEE



BOEBOACTBO. M BApPYr, BMeCcTo MOMOLM, €My MNpULAOCh yCblwaTb OT 6paTa
Aaxkxe yrposy.

- Hy, xopowo xe, 6patey MBaH AnekceeBund! — nposBopyan Anekceu, Bbixoas
n3 asopua, — n 6e3 TBoen NoOMOrM ynpaBuTbCa CyMEEM, a 4YTo A0 Yrpo3, KoJjib
Mbl CAaMOCYAOM pa3sfenaeMmcsi, Tak Beab 4, bpateu, HE U3 NYXIMBbIX, U XOTb
rofioBy NpUAETCS Ha nnaxy NosoXuTb, @ YX s Bpara cesoero usbyay!..

N onaTb A4OCTanocCb ero cepoMy apramaky, onsiTb MO ero KpyTbiM 6éapaM BClO
aopory BrnoTb OT KpeMmns, Ao cBoero AoMa, KOTOpbIN CToAn Ha lleTpoBke,
6113 yepken Cnaca B Konbe, Jonropykumn nynun 6e3 coxaneHumss 6M4oM u
Tep3an ero 6oka pesuamu Lwnop.

oMo OoH sBWICS coBeplwleHHO B36eléHHbIM M HUM 3@ YTO HM MpPO 4YTO A0
KpoBu mn3bun ceoero nwbmumoro xosnona deabkKy M M3pyran noytm BCex CAyr,
BblbexaBLUMX K HEMY HaBCTpeuy.

- [loma oTeu? - cnpocus oH deabKy, NPAMO NMPOXoAs B CBOK ONOYMBAIBHIO.
- Hukak HeT. MNMounTan, c nonyaca k OctepMaHy yexanwu.

Anekcen Muxamnosuuy CKUHyN € ceba kadTaH U, He CHMMasa canor, bpocuncs
Ha nocTtenb. OH 6bl1 CUIBbHO B3BOSIHOBAH, B FOJIOBE CTy4Yasin TOYHO AECATKU
MOJIOTOB, B rflaszax XoAW/IM KpoBasble Kpyru, cepjue npepbiBUCTO 6MNOCH.
EMy XOoTenocb yCnoKouTbCs, 3aCHYTb, HE AyMaTb HW O Y€M, HO, KaK HapoOU4HO,
ronosa npoaos/kana pabotaTb C NopasuTesnbHOM HACTOMYMBOCTbIO; MbICIU
6ypHbIM BUXpEM MPOHOCUINCL B Helr, U 6narogeTenbHbll COH HE cMeXan ero
OTSXKeneBWnX BeK, OTFOHAEMOW TSXKENbIMU BOCMOMUMHAHUSAMU O MNEPEXUTbIX
TPEBOSIHEHUAX CeroaHswHero AHa. KpoBb npogosmkana O6ypnauTb  no-
npexHeMmy, rnyxas 3noba takxe bywesana B rpyau, U OH COBEpPLUEHHO He MOr
yCrnoKounTbCA. [ponexas MUHYT AeCSATb, OH BCKOYM C MOCTENN U KPUKHYIT:

- ®epbka! Moaun cropa!l

®epbka, OPKHYBLUKIK 6b1S10 3a ABEPb, ONPOMETLIO B6EXas B KOMHaTY.

- MI3BONnNun KnNmKaTb, Bawe CUATENbCTBO?

- [1a, 3Ban, — OTPbIBUCTO OTBETMN Anekcen. — AHTpONbIY 34ecCb?

- M3BecTHO, 3aecb. 'ae X eMy, cTapoMy 4épTy, 6onble okonavunBaTbCs!

- [Mo30BKM ero Ko MHe!

- Cnyuwato!



N Odenbka Tak Xe ObICTPO McYe3 3a ABEpbl, Kak W nosBuncs. Anekcen
MunxannoBu4, OCTaBWNNCA OAMH, 3aQyMancs.

- [a, Tak 6yaeT nydiwe, — pewuns OH, 0OTBeYash Ha KaKyl-TO TalHY MbIC/b, —
1 He nepexuBy 3TOro 6paka, M ero Hy>HO BO 4YTO 6bl TO HX CTano pacCcTpoOUTb.
Yto Tam 6yamer noTtoM, MHe BCE paBHO, a MoCMeATbCA Haa cobon
bapaTtuHckoMy g He aam!

3a [ABepblo 3aWMbiranyM 4YbM-TO TOpOMaMBbIE Warn. LJoaropykuin 6bICTpo
NnoAoLWéN K ABEPU U pacnaxHyn eé.

- Bonaun, AHTpoOnbIY, — CKasan oH, — MHe Tebs HY>HO.

Yepe3 nopor nepectynun HU3eHbKWIA, CropbaeHHbIn CTapMKawkKa C ONyXLWnM
oT 6ecnpobyanHOro NbAHCTBa NNMUOM. ManeHbkue, Tak Ha3blBaeMble MbILNHbIE
rnasku ero 6ecnokonHo 6eranm No CTopoHaMm, cyxme 6eckpoBHble rybbl Kak-To
XUTPO ynbibanncb, U Ha nuue 3acTblNa Takasa pabonenHas rpyMaca, KoTopas
siCHee BCSIKMX CNoB 06bsCHAMA XapaKTep 3TOro YyesnoBeka.

3TO 1 6bln AHTPOMbIY.

Anekcen [onropykun, nsbpas ero opyavem Mectu npotuB BapaTuHCKOro,
NpekpacHo 3Han  xapaktep AHTponblya, [rOTOBOrO 3@  M3BECTHoe
BO3HarpaxaeHue cosepwunTtb N0byro noanocTb, Ntwboe npecrynneHuve.

- Hy, AHTponblY, — cka3an Anekcen [LONropykuii, Korga Ctapuk nepectynun

nopor, — cnywan. MHe HYy>XHO nopy4nTb Tebe 0gHO BaXkHoe Aeno...

Mnasa VI. KPOBABOE NMOPYYEHUE
- BoT Bumanwb, B 4YEM paeno, AHTpoOMbIY, — nocne Hebonbworo MonvyaHus
Hayan Anekcen MmxamnoBu4, — eCTb Y MEHS 4YenoBeK, OT KOToporo 6bl MHe
X0Tenocb U3baBuTbCA. He 3Haelb M Tbl, KaK 3TO YMHee caenatb?
AHTpPOMbIY XUXWUKHYN, N B ero NnoAacsernoBaTtbiX rnasax 3amesibkanaum KpacHble
OrOHbKMU.
- YTO X TYT AyMaTb MHOrO, Bawe CUATENbCTBO? — XPUMJIO OTBETU OH. — Yan,
M3BOMIMA BMAATb, KaK KypaMm ronoBbl CBEPTbIBAIOT: UMK — U rotoBo! bbina, K
npuMepy CKasaTb, Kypa alib MeTyX, — aH XXapKoe NexuT!
- Hy v noTtpowwu, caenat Munaoctb! — JONropykKMin HEBOSIbHO YNbIOHYNCA. —

TaKk-TO OHO TakK, — CKasan OH, — TO/IbKO HaAo 3TO Aeso C onackown obaenatsb.



- MOXHO M C onackon. 3aBén B MNOTalMHOE MeCTeyKo, MbIPHY/S HOXOM noj
6040OK, — aH OH HaBeK U Mon4oK!..

- TonbKO CMOTpU, AHTpOMbIY, — ONATb MOBTOpPWA LONropykui, — Hago Tak
cBapraHuTb, 4Tob6 N cnenos He 6b110, MOTOMY NEPCOHA BaXkHas.

- A KONuM BaxHas, Tak Tem nydwe. C BaXHON NepCOHOM U BO3UTbLCSA MHOIO He
Hafo. A KTO, K NpuMepy cKasaTb, TAKOB?

N, ckazaB 3TO, AHTPOMbIY MNbITIMBO YCTPEMUIT CBOU MbILWWHbIE I1a3KN B NNLO
Anekcesa Muxannosuua.

- KHA3b BapsaTUHCKWUIA, — rNyXo OTBETWUA TOT.

— Takc! — 6ypKHYN AHTpOnMbIY. — DTO KaKOM Xe, CTapuK asib MOSI0A0MN?

- Monogon.

- Takc! = onatb npoTaHyn AHTponbid. — Crtano 6biTb, Mo nwb68uM
CTOJIKHOBEHME BbILLNO?

- Mo kakon nbeu? — BCNbIXHYN JONropykuii. — YTo Tbl Menewb, Aypak?!
MbiWwnHbIE rnaskm AHTponbidya 3aberann ewé cunbHee, U xXuTpas Yynblbka
ncKkpmsuia ero rybel.

- [la y>XX NonHO, Bawe CUATENbCTBO, Mbl, claBa bory, He ManoneTkn, Koe-4yTto
noHMMaeMm. N o Ayanauum HacnblWwaHbl, U HACYET KHSAXHbI PyAHMLKON KOe-4To
3HaeM...

Jonropykun HefoBOSIbHO HAaxXMypua 6poBU U CTPOro NMPOn3HEC:

- Hy, 6yaet rnynoctn 6ontath! [laBan rosBoputb 0 aene!

Cna3ky AHTponblYa Kak-TO Cpasy MNOTYX/IXM, U OH, BHe3anHO CropbuBlWNCL U
NPUHM3MNBLUMCb, CMUPEHHO OTO3BaJICS:

- MI3BoNbTe Balwe cuATenbCcTtBo, byaeMm rosoputb O gene. Tak BaM, CTasno
6bITb, YroaHo Monoaoro bapaTMHCKOro n3bbiTh?

- [a! - oTpbIBUCTO oTBETUN Anekcen Muxannosmy.

- N TaKk n3bbiTb, 4TO6LI Ha Baly MUIOCTb HUKAKOW OXYJIKM HE nano?

- Hy, noHAaTHO!

— W 4yT06bl, 3HAUUT, CNEeA0B HUKAKNX OTbICKaTb 6bl/10 HENb3A?

- KoHeyHo.

- N3BoNbTE, MOXHO 06a€enaThb!

CkaszaB 3T0, CTapuK 3aMon4yan v BNuUacsa oCTpbiM B3rnsaom B [Lonropykoro.



Anekcenn MuxamnoBuy noaMeTWs ero B3rnsa, Ho He oTBeTun cpasy. OH
NPOLWENCcSA HeCKO/IbKO pa3 No KOMHaTe, 3aTeM NOAOWEN K OKHY, BbIXOAMBLUEMY
BO ABOp, B CTEKna KoToporo rnsgena 6ecnpocBeTHas HO4YHas MMa,
nobapabaHmn nanbuamm no nepennéty pambl, NOTOM CHOBA MPOLWENCS nNo
KOMHaTe ewé pa3 W TONIbKO TOraa YyX, OCTAaHOBMBLUMCb HAKOHeL nepen
AHTpONbIYEM, 3arosopun:

— Tak BOT, AHTPONMbIY, COCYXU-Ka MHe ciyby. OveHb yXX MHe BapAaTUHCKNUIA
HEeHaBWUCTEH, U AOPOro s AaM, ecnin ero He 6yaeT B XUBbIX. Tbl 3HaelWb MeHS,
A Weapo nnavy TeMm, KTo CyMeeT Y MeHs 3acnyxuTb. Ho 3aTto a8 6ecnowaneH K
W3MEHHWKaM, N eCn Tbl MHE U3MEeHULb, Tak bepermnco!

N npu 3TOM oOH o06pan AHTponblMa TakKMM rpoO3HbIM B3r1S940M, 4YTO TOT
HEeBOJIbHO MONATUICA.

- Y10 Bbl, NOMUNYNTe, Bawe cuaTenbCTBO! — 3abopMmoTan OH, — Aa A HU B
xucTb! Mo rpob Baw cnyra.

- Hy To-To Xe! Tak obelwaewbcsa BCE 4eN0 UCNONHUTL?

- XXWN3HbIO KNAHYCb!

- W n3byaewb MHe BapATUHCKOro?

- BbyabTte cnokourHbl! Kak KypéHKy rosnoBy cBepHéM! Korga npukaxerte
HayMHaTb?

- YeM ckopee, TeM nyduwe! OH, BULb, XEHUTCA Ha KHSAXHe PyaHMUKOW, Tak
Hago ewé ao ceaabbbl ero K npaoTuaMm cnpoBaanTb. M MOMHW, AHTpPOMbIY:
Konn ybepélb Tbl MHE ero TMXMM MaHepoM, — MPOCKU Yero xo4velwb, HUYEero He
noxanew. Hy a Tenepb cTynan, Aa rnsam, Nnem HoHe NOMeHbLUe, @ TO CMbSHY
HeHapokoM npobonTaewbcs.

AHTpOnMbIY 06MAYMBO noaxxan rybbl U CTYKHyN cebs KynakoM B rpyab:

— Moruna! YMpé&T TyT! A noka Ao cBnaaHb4!

N AHTponbIi4 TOponaneBon paccnabneHHom NoOXoAKOW nocnewmnn BbinTu.

- MocTon-Ka, — ocTaHoBWA ero [onropykuii, — Beab, 4Yain, ageHer-to npu tebe
HeT.

AHTpPOMbIY YXMbIIbHYCA.

- Kakune y Hac geHbru! Hu nonywku, Bawe cusaTenbCcTeo!

- Tak Beab, Yai, AeHbrn-To Tebe 6yayT HyXHbl. MOXET, KOro NpUTOProBaTb



npuaérca?

- OHo To4HO, 6e3 aeHer Kak 6e3 pyk, — cornacunacst AHTpPOnbIY.

Jonropykmin noaoweén K yknagke, CTOABLUEN OKOMO MNOCTeNnu, NpUNOAHSAN
KPbILWKY, NOPbLIJICA TaM U, AOCTaB ropcTtb cepebpsiHbiX pybnéBnkKoB, BbiCbiNan
MX B CNIOXEHHble NOA0YKOM MPUropLIHKM, CTapuka, KOTOpbIn cneaun 3a ero
OBWMXXEHUSMN pa3ropeBLlUMMCS XULWHbIM B3rAS40M.

- Ha Tebe noka, Ha pa3xuBy, — ckazan Anekcen Mmnxamnosuy, — a KoJib eLLé
3aHafobuTcs, Toraa CKaxewb. Tenepb MOXelWb UATU.

AHTpPOMbIY ApOXAWMMN pyKaMu 3aCyHyN MNoflyydeHHble pybniéBunkn 3a nasyxy
N TOPOMJIMBO BbilEN U3 ONMOYMBAsSIbHMN, OTBECUB KHSA3I0 HU3KWUA MOKJIOH.

Koraa oH ywén, Anekcen Muxannosumy obneryéHHo B340XHY/ U MPOMOSBUI:
- Hy, aeno HanaxeHo. Tenepb nornsaamm, 4to Aanslie byaer.

3aTeM OH pa3gesncs, UCTOBO NoMonuacsa Ha obpas Cnacutens, rnsaesllero Ha
Hero M3 pe3HOro KMoTa KPOTKMM B3rNsAOM CBOMX SICHbIX O4Yen, U ynércsa B
nocrenb. Ha 3TOT pa3 coH He 3acTtaBun cebs xAaTb, U 4Yepe3 HECKOSIbKO
MUHYT JONropyknii cnan yxe, Kak HEBMHHbIN MNageHel,.

AHTpONbIY HegapoM B3sn pybnéeukm ot Jonropykoro. OH He CTan MewkaTb
WCMOSIHEHWEM 3TOro 3/104ENCKOro 3ambiCiia M Hadan NoAbICKMBATb HaAéXHbIX
ToBapulien Ans KpoBaBoro Aena. A B TO BpeMS HaWTU TakuUX HaAEXHbIX
ToBapuwen B MockBe He npeacrtasnsano 6onbworo 3atpyaHeHusi. Mockea B
OKpyxaBwux eé cnobogax, HacenéHHbIX TArneuyamu, gasana B Te BpeMeHa
6e3onacHbIn NpuioT 6ernbiM N 6ecnacnopTHbIM, @ Taknx 6bI10 MHOro. bexanu
OT YCNOBUIA KPENnoCcTHOro 6biTa, 6exann oT pekpyTcTBa, BBeAEHHOro MeTpom
MNepBbiM M KOTOpOe 6blN0 TOrAa, Kak HOBas TArora, HEHAaBWUCTHO PYCCKOMY
noay. bnarogapss HeyCTpOEHHOCTM NonMuenckoro Haasopa 6erneubl 6bin
noytn B 6e3onacHocTM B MockBe, W MO3TOMYy OHa CTana Ansg Hux
n3nt061eHHbIM NPUTOHOM K cobupana ux B CBOM CTEHbl LeNbiIMX ToNnamMum. OTu
rynswue nogan, He MMeBLUNE HMKAKOro sierasibHoOro NOI0XKEHUs, UCnbiTaBlne
CnagoCTb BOAM, He 6pe3roBanM HUKaKMMW crnocobamMm A9 [OCTUXEHMUS
CPeACTB K XW3HM, WU U3 TynNawmnmx nwaen aenanmcbe CKOpPO BOpaMmy,
MOLIEeHHMKaMn u pasbonHnkamu. BopaM W MOLWEHHWKAM WCKOHU HYXHbI

TeCHble MeCTHOCTM M TOJIna, U 3TU YCNOBUA B HEKOTOPbIX MyHKTaxX MOCKBbI



NCTOPUYECKN CNOXUINCL CO BCEMWU yaobCTBaMWM A1 NMPOMBIWASIOWNX YYXKOH
Cco6CTBEHHOCTbID. [HEM BOJIbHblE HOAM WHbIPSAAM Ha KpacHon nnowaau u
Kpectuax Mexay 6ecrnopsaoyHO HaCTPOEHHbIMW JflaBKaMW U LWanawaMmu, B
KOTOpbIX MPOU3BOAWMIICA TOPr pa3sHbIMM NpegMeTaMun, HauymHas OT CTaporo
TPANbS M KOHYAs 3aMOPCKUMU AUMKOBWHKAMW, aTiiacoM, 6apxaToM, CKaTHbIM
XEMUYroM W 30/10TbIMW BelWaMn. 34eCb B Y3KUX MPOXoAax MexAay saBKamu
NOCTOSAHHO TONMNW/CA HapoA, W BOJSIbHbIM toasM 6b110 nerko pabotath B
TecHoTe. HacTynana HO4Yb, M OHa He npoxoguna ANns HUX AapoM. TéMHble,
HeoCBelEéHHble ynuubl, Tak Kak d¢oHapu ropenu Tonbko B Kpemsne, Ha
MacHuukon, lMeTpoBke M HUKUTCKOW, MNYCTbIpU W 3aKOYJIKU NpeacTaBnsim
bonbwne ypobcTtBa AN HOYHbLIX TrOCTEN, COBMpABLUMXCHA WANKaMU U
rpabuBlUNMX BCTPEYHbIX M MOMEpeYHbIX, @ NOpoOM 3abMpaBLUNXCHA U B XUNble
AOMa M YHOCMBLUMX BCE, 4YTO nonagano uM nod pyky. N He oaHm rpabexun u
pa3zbou cosepwanu 3t1 rynsawme nogm. O4yeHb 4acTo MOAABJIEHHbIE CTOHbI
CNbIWAnNCb B 3TUX [NyXUX MNepeyfnkax, O4YeHb 4YacTo HayTpo MpoXoxue
HaTblKaUCb Ha OKOYEeHeBWWM Tpyn Kakoro-Hubyab  HecyacTnmeua,
nonasLwlero B nanol XULLHWKOB. HecmoTps Ha BCE ycunums
NONMLENMENCTEPCKON KaHUEeNnsapum, HecMoTps Ha BO306HoB/IeHMe CbICKHOMO
npukasa, AO/HKeHCTBOBaBLIEro Begatb Bce "MoweHckme u pasboliHble" gena,
rpabexun n pasbou He npekpawianncb, Aa U camMmm pasbomHUKM U rpabutenu
peaKo nornajanu B pyKu NOSNMLENCKUX AO30POB.

OHM TakK NOBKO CKpbiBanuM CBOW cNneAbl, TakK MOTAaMHO XOPOHW/IUCb OT
nobonbITHOr0O B3rnsAa NOAUMLENCKUX CbiwunkoB, 4TO CbICKHOM npukas,
BO30OHOBNEHHbIN B ro4 KOHYMHbI EkaTepuHbl [lepBOW, Kasasics no4vTu
6eccunbHbIM B NOMMKE NPECTYNHUKOB.

Oa B 3ToM 6eccmnum He 6bI10 NOAOXKUTENbHO HUYEro yAVUBUTEbHOrO.
MNpexae Bcero, MockBa TONbKO B uUeHTpe, okono Kpemna n Kutan-ropoaa,
npeacrasnsana Kom-kakoe nopobue 6naroyCcTpoeHHoOro ropoga, Aa U TO He
COBCEM. Ynuubl 6blNM TaK Y3KM W TECHbl, YTO MOPOK ABMXKEHWE 3KUNaxeun
3aMenian0Ch M3-3a CKOMJIEHMS BO30B; njowaan 6bian Tak 3arps3HeHbl, YTO B
NEeTHIOK MNOpYy HecTepnMMoe 3/10BOHME pa3HOCUIOCbL BeTpoM. [loma To

TAHYIUCb KBEPXY CBOMMU ME3OHMHAMW, 3aMEHABLUMMU MNpPEXHUE TEPEMHbIE



BbILWKW, TO C/IOBHO BpacTanu B 3eM/t0. [laxke Ha rnaBHbIX ynauuax TAHYIUCH
YyTb He nNo [ABEeCTU Ca)XXeHen nMyCTbipy, 3aKpbiTble MOKOCUBLUMMUCA W
NONYCrHMBLWMMUK 3abopaMu...

N 3To 6bIN0 B ueHTpe MockBbl! YTO e npeactaBnsanm €& oKpauHbl, eé
cnoboabl, Aaneko BbIABUHYBLUMECS 3a YepTy npexHero 3emMnsiHoro ropoaa!
O™m cnoboabl 6bLIM He 4YTO MHOe, KaK rpoMagHble JAepeBYyWKuU C
pa3zbpocaHHbIMM B 6ecrnopsake AOMULIKaMW, OTAENSABLIMMUCA ApPYr OT Apyra
NycTbipsiMKW, OropogaMu, a nopor M UuUeNbIMXU polMuaMu. Y3KMe TecCHble
nepeynku BbIXOAMNM MPAMO B NoJse, 3a 3a4aMuM HaduHancsa agpemyymin 60p.
ps3b 1 6egHoTa 34eChb 6blNM CTpaLUHbIE.

N BOT TyT-TO M OTUAMCb "BOJSbHble" fOAM, CKPbIBAsiCb OT pPO3bICKOB
NONMLENCKUX CbILLMKOB.

Camon yaobHon n camon nantobaeHHOM B 3TOM OTHOLWIEHMM MECTHOCTbIO bblia
cnoboga HanpyaHasi, roe HblHE HaxXoAsATCs UepkoBb TpudoHa MyuyeHuka wm
NazapesBckoe knaabuuwe. lMonb30BanoCb pacrnonoXxeHuem TEMHOro nwga u
Cywéso, n ceno Hoeo-Tpouukoe (Ha MecTe KOTOpoM nocTpoeHa KpectoBckas
3actaBa). DT céna 6binnM o4vyeHb yaobHbl, rnaBHbIM 06pa3oM, MOTOMY, YTO K
HUM C ABYX CTOPOH MpuMbIKann gpemydmne aebpu MapbnHon n COKONIbHUYbEN
powi, npeacTaBnsiBlUME, B C/lly4Yae BHe3anHoOW TpeBOoruM, camoe HaaéxHoe
ybexwuue.

AHTpONbIY XOPOLWO 3HaN, Kyaa HanpaBuTb CBOW nepsble warn. CTapuk n cam
elwé HeaaBHO NpuHaanexan K "TéMHbIM" rynawmm noaam. Jlet ggaguatb TOMY
Haszaa AHTpONblY He 6bln TakuM NonyapsixXabiM cTapukoM. B Ty nopy emy
TO/IbKO 4YTO WMCMOSIHWAOCH TpUALATb JIeT, U OH He MOMBbIWAN, YTO XecToKas
cyabba Tak CKOpO nMpeBpaTUT ero B CTapuka, nbsHuuy wu 6poasary. Ho
XXECTOKUWN yaap pa3pasuncs Hag HuM. bosipyuH KpamopeB, YbMM XONOMOM OH
6bin B Ty nopy, 6bi1 60nblWLIMM LEHUTENEM XEHCKOM KpacoTbl. Kak Ha 6eay,
XeHa y MBawku AHTponoBa 6bina KpacaBumua NucaHasi, CTaTHas, C BbICOKOMN
rpyabto, C rnasamum OrHeBbIMM, C KOCOM 4YyTb He A0 naT. M npurnsHynach
6o0sipuHy MBawknHa 6aba, n npukasan OH B3ATb €€ B CBOW BbICOKUI TEpPEM,
yTobbl Ha HOYb 4ecaTb NATKU cnactostbusomy 6ospuHy. MBalwka B3BblN

BOJIKOM, KOrga CcTtapocTa, npulliealwmnii 3a ero xeHon, obvasun emy 6oapcknia



yka3. Ho 6osipckasi BoNa cusibHee XOs0MCKUX Cré3 aa HblTbs, N Mapbs cTana
yecaTb 60SpUHY NATKMW.

Kak onyleHHbIn B BOAY, TOYHO MPULLINGAEHHbIN pa3pasuBLUMMCS Hah HUM
yAapoM, 6poann AHTpOMbIY MO BCeMY Ceny uenbix Tpu AHS. Ha 4yeTBépPTbIN OH
pe3Ko TPSAXHY/ NOXMATOM rosioBOM, OTTOUYMST MOOCTPEE HOX, 3abpancs HO4biko
B 60spCKyl0 oOnouymBanbHiO, 3ape3an Mapblo, cnaBwyk B Horax 6ospckown
nocrenun, TKHyn n 6ospuHa, — Aa He fobun, TONbLKO NOpaHu...

JonmkHo 6biTb, nocne ybuincTBa XeHbl, KOTOpYK MBawka cunbHO nobun,
CNésbl 3aTyMaHWAW ero rnasa, U pyka gporHyna.

BosapuH Kpamopes 3aopan ot 6onm 6naruM matoMm. MBawka He CTan XAaaTb,
noka cberyTcsa Ha ero KpuK, CUraHysa B OKHO W nponan B HaABWHYBLUEMCS CO
BCEX CTOPOH HenpornsgHOM HOYHOM Mpake.

MBalwKy, KOHEYHO, MCKanu, UCKaIN OYEeHb YCWIEHHO, MOTOMY 4TO 60SApwH,
Bbl340OpPOBEB, MOCYIMA 3@ €ero MNOMMKY CTo cepebpsHbiXx pybnen, - u He
Hawnm. TéMHasa HOYb, MPUHSABLLUAA ero B CBOM 06bATMSA, He Bblhana, B Kakyko
CTOPOHY Hanpaswuica MBawka.

CrtaB "BONbHbIM", AHTpONbIY NobbiBan M Ha Bonre, n B ApeMy4ynx OpaOBCKUX
necax; pobpancs u o Mocksbl. [Mocne nobera OH Haydan MNbAHCTBOBATb WU
Masno-nomasny OnyCTUACSA A0 TOro, 4to Aaxe ero xe 6partbsi, pa3zbonHuKn,
pewnn OT Hero OTBSA3aTbCs, TaK KakK OH He CTOAbKO MnoMoras, CKOJIbKO
Mewan. W BOT AHTpoOnbidy BONEN-HEBONEN MNPUWIOCL NpuberHyTb K
NOKPOBUTENLCTBY KOrO-HUOYAb U3 CUMbHbIX MUpaA, 3aTeM, YTobbl He nonacTb B
pykn 6osipuHa KpamopeBa, XuBlero Tenepb B MocCKkBe W, HECMOTpS Ha
NJOXYyH CTap4yeckyto naMsaTb, He no3abbiBWero, OAHaKO, KaKyl LWTYKYy
npoaenan AsaauaTtb JIeT TOMy Ha3ag ero "HeBepHbIn" pab.

K nokpoBuTenbCTBY "CUNbHbIX" B TO BpeMsa obpallanvcb Oo4eHb MHOrmve m3
6ernbix, U 310 6bINO0 HE B AMKOBWHY. 3HATHbIE BENbMOXU cymTanu 6ernbix
AaXe NyydwuMu Ccayramm, 4eM CBOMX KpPEroCTHbIX XOJSI0NOB, M C OXOTOM
npuHMMann ux, Tem 6onee 4yto B 6ONbLWKMHCTBE cny4yaesB 'rynswme" 6binum
HepeaKO MpeKpacHbIMU CToNsSpaMu, MAOTHUKaMK, crnecapsiMu, a nopor wu
nosapamu, ropasgo 6onee ymenoiMu, 4Yem ABOPOBbLIE.

AHTpoOnblY 6bl1 MOBAapoOM W, MPO3HaB, 4YTO KHSA3b Muxaun BnaanmMmpoBud



L[ oNropykunin Hy>xXgaeTcs B XOopoweM noBape, OTnpaBUACA NpeaioXuTb CBOU
ycnyru. 3a cnmMHon JONropyKnx MOXHO 6bIs10 XUTb COBEPLUEHHO CMOKOMHO, U
OH, 4TObObI NpMBIEYb Ha CBOK CTOPOHY MONOAOM0 KHA38 Anekces, pacckasan
€My B KOMMYECKOM AyXe redvasibHyk ApaMy, UCKOBEPKABLIYK ero Xu3sHb. OH
He owmnbca B pacuyérte. Anekcelo, 60nbWOMY Tynsike U 4YenoBeKy Aasieko He
HpPaBCTBEHHOMY, AaXe BbIrOAHO 6blN0 MMEeTb Takoro Monogua, KOTOopbIM nog
CTPaxoM yrpo3bl WM 3a AeHblM MOXET MOWTU Ha BCE, M AHTponbld 6bin
3auncneH B ABOpHI. KoHeuHo, ero cnyxba He Morna KasaTbCA OYEHb
NMPMMEpHON, TaK KakK He npoxoauno AHs, 4tob MBawka He 6bin MbsH, HO
Anekcen pepxan ero "npo Bcakuin cnydamn". Cnyyan npucnen, n AHTponbIY
npurognncs.

BypHasg Xu3Hb U CKuTaHbe "Ha Bosie", KOHEeYHO, Nepe3HakoMuin Meallky co
BCEMN MOCKOBCKOM rosibiTbbon. OH 3HanN, rae emy oTbICKaTb HYXHbIX A04en, u
Ha ApYyrown AeHb, B BEYEepHIo nopy, 3abpancsa B HanpyaHoe.

Mponas NoYTK A0 nocnegHero psiga NOKOCUBLUMXCS AoMULeK, 6pocaBlinx B
HOYHYIO TEMHOTY Nyun cnaboro ceeTa U3 CBOUX KPUBbIX, 3anavykaHHbIX OKOH,
OH HakoHeu aobpancs A0 oAHOM M3OYLIKW, CTOSBLWIEN MOYTU Ha OTNETEe, U
HErpoMKO MOCTy4asli Ky/JlakOM B paclaTaHHY W BpeMeHeM, U bywesBaBlIMM
TYT ropa3ao CuibHee, YeM B ropoae, BETPOM KannUTKy. Ha ero cTyk 3aTsBKana
cobaka, NOTOM KTO-TO MFPOMKO BbIpYrasiCs U OKJIMKHY:

- Koro tam wyT 3aHéc?!

- byaeT naatbcs-To, — 0TO3BasCca AHTponbiY. — OTBOPAN nyylle.

3a KanUTKOW 3acKkpunenu no pacxnsibaBlIMMCS MOCTKaAM TAXEnNble warm, w
rpy6bin ronoc nocnbiwancs yxe sb6nunsu.

— [la Tbl KTO TakoB?!

- OTBOpPSN — yBNANWD... 13 0AHOM BEPEBKN BUTbI, YNHUTBLCS HEYero.

- [0N0C 3HaKOMbIA, @ MNpU3HaTb — He MpuU3HaKw, — NpPoBOpYas HEBUAUMbIN
cobecegHuk. — Hy aa nux 1ebs BO3bMK, — NyLLy, aBOCb HE C/ioNaelsb...
3arpeMen XenesHbl 3acOB, KalWTKa, CKpUMs, KpsaxTa UM oxXas,
pacnaxHynacb, U B IMLO AHTPOMbIYMY yAapwuna cHon cBeTa oT dhoHaps, KOTopbIn
AepXXan 340pOBEHHbIN paXXni AeTuHa, OTBOPUBLLWNIA KanuUTKYy.

- [1a, HUKaK, AHTponbIY? — YAUBNEHHO BOCK/IMKHY/ OH.



- A u ecThb.

- Tak 4yero e Tbl cpa3y, cTapas Ko4depra, He obbsaBuacs... YTo? Anb aeno
€CTb, YTO Mbl TBOEX MUOCTU 3aHaAAOOMINCBL?..

- Monaém B n36y... TaM 1 NOTOSIKYEM.

N AHTpONbIY, OTCTPAHUB C AOPOrK AeTUHY, 3allaran rno CKpUnyymm MoCTKaMm K
KpblabLy. X035MH 3anep KajinTKy M HanpaBuCS BCAes 3@ HUM.

HuseHbkasa, rps3Has KOHypKa, B KOTOpyt Bowén AHTponbid, 6blia
COBEpLUEHHO nycTa.

- A roe xe pebsata, MuTan? — cnpocun CTapuk, okuAabiBasi KOHYPKY, M0X0
OCBELEHHYIO AbIMUBLUEN W TpellasLllen yYMHON, 6bICTPbIM B3rNS40M.

Mutanm 3aayn ¢doHapb, cnpsdTan ero B MocTaBel, BUCEBLIWMA Ha CTeHe, U
oTBETUN:

- [pe? U3BecTHO, Ha paboTy ywnu.

- Hy, oHO, K npuMepy, n nydwe. be3 Hapoay-TO CKIagHEN.

- A noTtariHoe Aeno, A0XKHO?

- lMoTanHoe.

- Hy Tak ckasbiBaM...

AHTpPONMbIY XUTPO NPULLYPUA NEBBLIN rNa3 N XUXUKHYN:

— A yrouweHbe rae? Yan, 3Haelwb: cyxas /IoXKa poT AepérT.

- WMwb, yTpoba HeHacbITHas! — Bbipyranca MmnTtsamn, Ho BCE-Taku BCTas, AOCTan
M3 NocTaBua NonywTod, CTakaH U Tapesky C KUCOoW KanyCTon.

- BoT aTO nagHo! — ApoXxawuM rof0COM BOCK/IMKHYN AHTpONbIY, Hanusas
CTakaH U C >XaAHOCTbIO NporfnaTbiBas 3e/1eHOBaTy XWAKOCTb. — A TO COBCEM
cMopuno. Hy a Tenepb cnywan...

N OH npuHAncs noceswaTtb Mutaa B noapobHOCTM CBOero 3104eMCKOro
nnaHa.

MuTan cnywan monda, ndpeaka TosibKO NornaabiBas Ha cBoero cobeceHunka,
HO 6bI/10 BMAHO, YTO NpeasiaraeMoe Aeno eMmy BMoJiHe Mo Aylle: 4YeM ganblie
roBopun AHTpOMbIY, TeM sipye ropenu rnasa MuTa4, M Korga HakoHel TOT
KOHYMU/, MUTAM BCKOYUA N BOCKIIMKHY:

- JlagHo. He cymneBamncs! Bcé obaenaem!..



nasa VII. NO CJIEAAM MEHLLUNKOBA

Ecnn NeBaH Jdonropykuit He 3aboTunicsa o6 ynpoyYeHun CBOEro NnosoXeHus u,
AOBONBbCTBYACH N1060BbLIO HOHOMO MMMNepaTtopa, He CTapancsa u3 3Ton nbeu
n3BNeYb Kak MOXHO 6onee Bbiroa Ans cebs n cBoen cemMbu, TO COBCEM He TaK
NnocTynan ero otel, KHA3b Anekcen Npuropbesny JONropyKui.

YcTpaHuB MeHLWMKOBaA M NOC/AaB ero B CCbIKY B AanbHUI Bepé3oB, OH cMeno
nowén no ero cneagam, 3abotacb He o0 uape, He 06 ero 6narogeHcTBun, a
TONIbKO 06 yA0BMETBOPEHUM CBOErO0 HEHACLITHOINO YecTtontbus.

Monb3ysacb nw0boBbKD W pacnonoxeHumeMm Horo [leTpa, Anekcen
puUropbeBmnY, TakK Xe KakKk WU MeHWWKoB, CTapancsa yaanuTb OT Hero BcCe
onacHble 3neMeHTbl, BCexX Tex JNaen, KOTopble MOrnaM noBpeanTb ero
3aMbicnaM. Tak OH nocrtapancsa u3baBuTbcs OT AnekcaHapa JlbBoBuya
HapblwknHa, aBowpogHoro 6pata Benukoro [lleTpa, TOMbKO  4TO
BO3BpalLléHHOro mn3 MenbiMa, — Kyaa oH 6bin1 cocnaH MeHLWWKOBbIM, — TONIbKO
Ana Toro, 4tobbl ObITb COCNAHHbLIM CHOBa B CBOK JAEpPEBHIO, HO YyXe no
HaCTOSIHMIO KHA38 [Hdonropykoro. Tak eMy yaanocb otaenatbca oT Cepres
OMutpueBunya onmubiHa, KOTOPOro CMIbHO Nonbun Luapb, HO KOTOPOro BCE-
Taku OTMpaBuau nocnaHHMKoM B bepnuH. B To e camoe BpeMs Anekcewn
puropbeBny crapanca ygaanutb [leTpa M 0T npuHueccbl EnusaeBeTbl
YMEHbLNTb 3HayeHue B rnasax uaps 6bapoHa OcTepMaHa, AENCTBUTENbHO
XOTEeBLEro BOCNUTbLIBATb Laps, a He caenaTtb M3 Hero 6e3rpaMoOTHOro Heyua,
Kak Toro gobmsancs Jonropykun.

Byayun BTOpbIM BOCMUTaTesieM KOHOrMO uMnepaTtopa, Anekcen [puropbesumd,
BMECTO TOro 4tobbl NPMOXOTUTb LLAPCTBEHHOro pebéHKa K 3aHATUIO HayKamu,
BMECTO Toro 4yrtobbl caenaTb M3 HEro AOCTOMHONO NpeeMHUKa ero BesINKOro
aena, ynotpebnan Bce ycunus, 4Tobbl BronHe noauYvMHuUTL [leTpa cBoeMmy
B/INSAHUIO W, NOTBOPCTBYS BCEM €ro cnabocTtaMm M NpuxoTsiM, CTaTb K HEMY B
Takoe Xe NOoJIoXKeHue, B KakoM 6blal onanbHbin Tenepb MeHwwnkos. [leTpy,
KOHeYHOo, 6onblue HpaBMNOCb €34MTb MO MOJSM U JlecaM, OXOTSCb 3@ JIECHbIMU
obutaTensamMm, 4eM cMaeTb B KSIACCHOM KOMHATE 3a KHUXKOW; €My HpaBUMUCh,
NOHATHO, ropa3ao 6onblie Becénble ToBapuWeckne Urpbl ¢ GaBoOpUTOM, YeM

Cyxue Yyu4yéHble pasroBopbl 6HapoHa OcTepMmaHa, M Anekcei [puropbeBuy



no3BONAN WMMMNepaTopy uenble AHW npoBoaMTb B [leTpoBCKOM ABopue u
KonomMeHcKoM, BMeCcTo TOro 4tobbl 3aHMMaTbCA HayKaMn U roCcyaapCTBEHHbIMMU
AenaMn, Hapo4yHO YBO3W/ €ro Kak MOXHO Aanble oT MOCKBbl Ha OXOThl,
yCTpavBas 3apaHee No uepeMoHuany, ocobeHHo 3ab60Tacb O TOM, 4YTO6bl Ha
3TUX OXOTax He npucyTcTBoBanmM HWM 6apoH OcCTepMaH, HM NpuHUecca
EnnzaeerTa.

OH paxe ctapancsa otganatb oT lNeTpa n cBoero cbiHa MBaHa, BMAsA, 4YTO TOT
BO MHOMOM He corfnaceH C HWUM, AaNeko He COYYyBCTBYET ero 4ectontobmsBbiM
3ambicnaMm. boscb, 4TO VBaH He TONbLKO He 3axo4yeT noMmoraTtb emy, a,
noxxanym, 6yaer npoTmBoAencTsoBaTb — U B CUY cBoero 6onee npasaMBoOro
XapakTtepa, M NpoCTO MOTOMY, YTO OH C HMM C HEKOTOPOro BpeMeHU He B
nagax, Anekcen FpuropbeBmy pelunn NOCTENEHHO OTAANUTb KHOro uaps oT
MBaHa n 3acTaBuTb ero nepeHecTn cBoK N60Bb Ha BTOPOro cbiHa, Hnukonas.
MBaH AnekceeBndy, MOXeT 6biTb, U AOraabiBaacsad O KO3HSAX, KOTOpble CTPOMUT
NPOTMB Hero oTel, HO He TONbKO He CTapascs WX pa3pylwuTb, HE TOSIbKO He
NpoTMBOAENCTBOBAN, a, Kak bbl U He 3aMeyasd UX, CaM Jaxe urpasa emy B
PYKY, nocteneHHo Bcé 6onblue n 6onblue otaanasch ot lNeTpa.

C MBaHOM Kak-TO cpa3y npousowsia pe3kasd nepemeHa. Ewé HepnaBHO OH
TepneTb He MOr pa3sryna M Mnonoek, B KOTOPbIX TOrAawHSAs MOS0AEXDb
nposoauna BCcé cBoboaHoe BpeMsi, C/IOBHO CTapasCb BO3Harpagmtb cebs 3a
BO34EpXaHue  MNeTpPpoOBCKUX  BpPeMEH.  MenaHxONM4HbIFM,  3a4yM4uuBbIN,
rPYCTUBLUMIA MO NOSASAM M NecaM BOTUYMHbI, B KOTOPOW OH NMPOBEN CBOE AeTCTBO,
MBaH ypanancsa oT wyMHbIX cbopuw, nsberan 6ynHOro Becenbsl, LWYMHbIM
NOTOKOM KJIOKOTaBLUEro BOKPYr Hero...

N BOopyr, Kak-To cpa3y, OH CTan coBepweHHO ApyruMm. OH BCE pexe n pexe
CTan COMyTCTBOBaTb Lapld B €ro 4YyTb JIM HE eXeAHEBHbIX Mnoe3gkax B
N3mannoeo, KonomeHckoe, MNeTpoBCKMIA ABopeLl; nepecTtan Aa)ke NosABASATbCS
Ha LApCKMX 0XOTax U npeaanca Takon 6ecwabalwHomi, pa3rynbHON XWU3HU, YTO
BCe 3HaBLWMe ero, a B ocobeHHoCTM caMm MNETp, ToNbKO AMBY Aanucb. B Mockse
3arosopunum 06 ero n3yMmuTenbHOM MNbSAHCTBE, O CKaHAaslax, B KOTOPbIX OH 6bin
M NepBbiM 3a4YMHLLMKOM U y4YaCTHMKOM. OH MO uUenbiM HeaensaMm He NosBASACS

HW B AOME OTuUa, HN B CBOUX ABOPLOBbLIX MOKOAX.



MéTp CTpalwHO ropeBas 0O TakOM MNoBeAeHMW cBoero nwbumua, M B 3TO-TO
BpeMa Anekcen [puropbeBuMd U NPUHANCS pa3BiekaTb ero, Mosib3ysach
nonHenwen csoboaon.

XuTtpbin OcTepMaH BCE BpeMs npuxsapbiBan, Envsaseta Bnana B HEMUIIOCTb,
FonuubliHa He 6bl10, — 1 [JOArOPYKUA CTan NpuMBOAUTb B UCMOJSIHEHWE AABHO
o64yMaHHbIN NnaH.

Anekcen NpuropbeBmnY NpekpacHO NOHMMas, YTO MOJSIOXKEHNE ero U ero poaHu
[aneko He TakK npo4Ho. B Hapome ero He nwbunm 3a TO, 4TO, 6yayuum
BOCMUTaTeNeM uaps, OH He BOCNUTbIBAN e€ro, a, pa3sBiekas, ucrowan 3apaHee
ero u 6e3 Toro He Kpenkyw HaTypy; NpuABOpPHble, U B OCOH6EHHOCTU YNeHbl
BEPXOBHOIM0 COBeTa, MNOJIOXUTE/IbHO HEHaBUAenn ero 1 3a ero gasop y uap4,
M 3@ 3aHOCYMBOCTb, HAaMNOMMHABLIYK MO BpeMeHaM MEHLUMKOBCKME BpeMeHa.
Hy>XxHo, cnepoBaTenbHO, 6bIN0 YKpenuTbCs, CTaTb TBEPAOM HOrOM Ha Ty
no4ysy, KoTopass Tenepb BCE ewé konebanacb, - a And 3TOro cCambiM
noaxoasawmm cpeactBsom 6bi10 XEHUTb Laps Ha OAHOW M3 CBOMX AOYepen.

- CTaBwWM LApPCKMM TecTeM, — roBOPWJT OH MbIC/IEHHO, — 9 6yay BCecusieH.
Toraa yx MHe 60aTbCS HEKOro U Heyero.

Ho, aymasa Tak, oH 3abbiBan HedaBHWUW NpuMep, Npoweawunin nepes ero xe
rnasamm, — npumep MeHWMKOBA, KOTOPbIA TOXE 4YyTb He cAenancs LapCKuMm
TecteM W, pas3XKanoBaHHbIA, JNWEHHbLIM YMHOB, OPAEHOB W BCEX CBOUX
6oraTcTB, BNnayun Tenepb B T/IYXOM CUOBMPCKOM MNOCENKE CaMyl XanlKyto
Xn3Hb. OcTaHaBnmBan Anekcea [puropbeBuM4a OT ero 4YecTtonrobuBbIX
yB/iedeHU ero ABowopoaHblin 6paT, denbamMapwan  poOCCUNCKUX BOWNCK
Bacnnuin Bnagmmuposund [JONropykun, 4enoBeK WCMbITAHHOW 4YeCTHOCTU W
3aMeyaTesibHOro yMma.

- beperucb, 6paT, — ckazan oH eMy, koraa Anekcen 'puropbesmy coobLumnn o
CBOMX Haaexaax Ha 6pak uapss C KHs)XHOM EkatepuHoWn, — 6eperucb: Tbl
3axX0AMLLb CNMLLIKOM Aaneko.

Anekcen puropbeBnY npe3puTesibHO BCTPSXHY NsedaMu.

- He panbuwe, yeM 3awén MeHWNKOB.

- Hy, OH nonan cAMwkoM ganeko, 4tobbl XxenaTb CrefoBaTb €ro npumepy, —

YCMEXanACb, OTO3Bas1CA Bacunuin Bnagnmmnposunu.



- Tak Beab OH Nornb rMoToMy, YTO BOCCTAHOBMUA BCeX NMPOTUB cebs, — ropsivo
Bo3pa3snn Anekcen [oONropykun.

— A Tbl Tako 6€3BMHHbIN arHew, 4To NpoTuB Tebs HMKoro Het? Owwnbaelwbcs,
Anekcen 'puropbuy, xecTtoko owmnbaewbcs. MN3-3a Tebs Hac BCcexX HEHaBUASAT.
N ckaxy Tebe NpsAMO, 4YTO KOMAb Tbl HA TaKyk [1YyNOCTb MNOAbCTUWbLCA Aa
npocBaTaelb 3a Uaps A04YKYy, — nioxo byaer geno. MNponaaém Mbl BCE HWU 3a
rpoLu.

- byneTt kapkaTb, BopoHal

- [la a9 He kapkat. { neno rosopto.

— [a 4vero x onacaTtbca?!

- A Toro, uto 6pak uaps Ha NogAaHHOMN HblHE HEMbIC/TUM.

- [lJa Ha KOM Xe Hawu uapu paHblue XeHUIUcb?! — BOCKINKHYN Anekcen
puropbuny. — Yan, Bcé Ha NOAAAHHbIX...

- Tak TO 6bLJIO paHblwe. A HOHe COBCEM Apyras craTtbs. Tenepb He paayT
yCUAMBaATbLCSA OAHUM B yuwepb ApyrnM... Tam Kak Tbl XOWb, KOJM HN CEMbMU, HU
cebs, HM HAC He Xaneewsb... A BCE CKaxy: He Aesno 3agymarn.

Ho u yBewaHnsa 6pata He obpa3ymunun Anekces puropbeBuya. OH CAULLKOM
6bl1 yBepeH B pacrnosioXXeHnnm uaps, 4tobbl 60aTbcs rpaaywmx 6en. Hda wm
nepcnektuea 6yaywero Bennuma 6bl1a CAWMWKOM  3aMaHuMBa, 4TOObI
yecTontbMBbIM BENbMOXA MO 0TKa3aTbCs OT CBOMX HaZAeXA U MeyTaHuMN.

N oH Hayan NpmMBOAUTb B UCMNOJSIHEHME CBOW 3aMblicen.

Y6eauTb HOHOro mmnepatopa B oWMOOYHOCTM BO33pEHUN ero BesMKoro gena
He cocTaBmno 60MbWOro TpyAa yXe MOTOMY TONIbKO, YTO MOryLWeCTBEHHOM
col3HuMuen [onropykoMmy ssunacb 6abka uaps, WHOKMHA [lpackoBbs, —
HaCWbHO NOCTPUXEHHasa nepsada cynpyra Benukoro lNMetpa. OHa HeHaBuaena
BCE, UTO OH caenan, 4Yemy rMoJsioXWA OCHOBY M 4TO 3anoBefan AOBEPLUINTb
cBoMM rnoTtoMkaM. OHa He 6bina 60nbWON NOKNOHHULUEN ApeBHEPYCCKUX
obblyaeB, HO 3awmwana wMx nepea CBOMM LAPCTBEHHbIM BHYKOM TOJbKO
NOTOMY, 4YTO 3TU 0b6bbl4an oTBepr U uckopeHun MNéTp. OHa HM4Yero He mMmena
npotus lMeTepbypra, Kak cTonuubl U ropoaa, Ho Tpebosana OT BHyKa, 4TObbI
ctonmua 6bina cHoBa B MockBe, notoMy 4to [éTp noctpoun letepbypr u

Métp e caenan ero CTonunuen, oTHAB y MOCKBbl €€ apeBHee rNaBeHCTBO.



Lapyua-nHOKMHA Aaxe co3HaBana, 4Yto obblyah XEeHUTbCA Ha NoAAAHHbIX
CO34aéT BOKpYr uaps CMyTbl, KO3HW W TPeBOrn, HO HacTamBana, 4Tob HOHbIN
nMnepatop He 6pan B >XEHbl WMHOCTPAHHYK MPUHLUECCY, — WU ONSATb-TaKu
noToMy, 4yTo 3TO 3aBewan Mérp. CnoBoMm, HentwboBb KO BCEMY, A0 4ero
KOCHynacb pyka eé reHuanbHoro cynpyra, 6blna Tak BenukKa, 4YTO OHa
OoTBOpaumBanach, Koraa B eé kenbio B Bo3HeceHCKOM MOHacCTbIpe uapb BXoAun
B CBOéEM 6apxaTHOM, paclwMTOM 30/70TOM GpaHuy3ckoM KadTaHe... TéTp
YHUUTOXWN APEBHEPYCCKY oAexay, OHa >enana, 4ytobbl BHYK BOCCTAaHOBWN
eeé...

Monoaoin uapb cornawancs Ha Bce TpeboBaHus 6abku, noaaepxvBaemble
coBetamn Anekces [puropbesuya, — U [axe Ha MNepeHeceHue CTonuubl B
MoCKBY, — HO He cornawancs Ha um3MeHy dpaHuy3CcKoMYy nnaTtbl. EMy Tak
HPaBW/INCb €ro M3slHble, KpacuBble KadTaHbl, N TaKk CcMewHo 6bI10 uapckoe
ofiesiHNE NpPEeXHUX AHEN.

N 3TO eanHCTBEHHOE, B YéM MNPOSIBUIT OH CBOKO CaMOCTOSATENbHOCTD.

C nomowbto 6abkm uapsa Anekcen [ONropykui pewunsa nNpoBecT U CBOWM
npoekT 6paka lNeTpa co cBoOen Mnajlwen Ao4YepbIo.

Anekcen NpuropbeBnY peLuns KoBaTb Xene3o, noka ropsayo.

3anasa BeyepoM TOr0 Xe [AHSA B MMNepaTopckuh KabwuHeT, OH C caMom
HEBUHHOW ynblbkon obpatuncs K lMeTpy:

- A 5, Bawe BeNYeCcTBO, K BaM C HOBUHKOMN...

- YT0 Takoe? — HeAO0BOJIbHO CMPOCUA nMnepaTop.

- Moa UapuubiHOM BOJIKOB NMOAHANN.

nasa uaps, NpoTUB BONM, PAAOCTHO 6/eCHYNN, HO OH Tak Xe HeaOBOJSIbHO
6pocun:

- Hy n nycTtb unx...

- [la Bbl, HMKaAK, He340pOBbl, Balle BeINYECTBO, — Y4YacCT/IMBO 3aMeTun
Jonropykui. - A 9-TO BeNnen Ha 3aBTpa OXOTY rOTOBUTb... VWb Tbl, Kakas
He3aaaua!

- Hy, uTo 3a He3gopoB! — oTo3Bancy MNeTp.

- Tak Kak e, Balwe Ben4ecTBO, NpuKaxeTe OTMEHUTb 3aBTPALLHIOK OXOTY?

Llapb Ha MWHYTY 3aayMasncsi, NPoOBEN PyKOW MO MblaBLIEMY NULY U MOTOM



oTBETUN:
- Tbl rOBOpPULWb, BOJIKOB MHOI0?

— CTpacTb CKObKO!

- Tak 3ayeM OTMeHATb? bByaem oxoTuTbCcsa. He BCE nnakaTb, Hazo w
noBecennTbCs! — C/IOBHO OTBeYass Ha KaKyk-TO TAMHYK MbIC/b, pa3gyMymnBO
3aMeTu/1 OH U NMOTOM 6bICTPO BOCK/IMKHYII:

- byaem Becenutbcs! Yann, Hebocb 1 TBOU 3aBTpa NoeayT?

- BceHenpeMeHHO, Balle BennyecTtso!

- N KaTta 6ypet?

- A oHa-To yX 1 nogasHo! Hebocb 3HaeTe, rocyaapb, Kak oHa Bac nobut? En
TONbKO U pagoctu, YTobbl 651M3 Bac NobbiTb. M HassBY-TO Bbl en rpe3mTtechb, Aa
M BO CHE OHa BaWe BeNMYEeCTBO KAXWHHYK HO4Yb BMAWT. [laBeya, Kak
OTbe3Xan S K BaM BO ABOpeL, Y Hel ToNbKO U pa3rosopy 6big10, YTO Kakon-ae
Hal uMMepaTop KpacaB4yMK Aa 4To-Ae 3a cyacTtamBuua byaer Ta, KOro OH
cebe B cynpyra BblbepeT!

MNéTp camMoAOBONAbHO YNbIOHYICS U CNPOCUN:

— TaK HEeYXXTO OHa MeHS U BNpsIMb TaK CUIbHO NO6UT?

- Kak kowka BntobneHa! NoBopto, YTO y HEN U pa3roBopy TONbKO 4YTO Mpo
Bawe BenuMyecTso: "340poB M rocypapb? [a 4YTO OH MHe CcyMmpadeH
nokaszanca? Ja 4to kak éyato nobnegHen manoctb!" NMpoCTo BCE YN, MOXHO
CKasaTb, NpoXyx>kana. A Kak ckasan 8 en, YTo Ha 3aBTpa OXOTa Ha3HauyeHa,
Aa B WYTKY MOCMessICA, YTO €l Ha TOM O0XOTe He bbITb, TaK NOKpacHena gaxe
BCS, U CNé3bl B TPU py4dbs XnblHyNu. EaBa-eaBa eé ycnokoun. CoBceM Bbl eé
3a4apoBanu, Bawe Benam4yecTso!

Anekcen puropbeBud ynblbHynca camon aobpoaylwHOM M CaMOW HEBUHHOM
YCMELLKOW.

Ynbibanca takxe u lNétp. Pacckas Anekces puropbeBnya o nobBU K HeEMY
KHSXHbl  KaTepuHbl Npou3BEN Ha OHOMO uUaps camoe 6naronpusiTHoe
BrneyatneHne. OH 6bln AoHenb3a camonwbme n usbanosaH pabonenHbiM
NOKMOHEHMEM, JNbCTUBbLIM  yXaXWBaHMEM MPUABOPHbLIX, O4YeHb Jbun
CO3HaBaTb HEOTPa3MMYyK CUY CBOEM KpacoTbl, M Kaxaas HoBasa ntoboBHas

nobeaa HeBblpa3uMMO pajoBasia ero tHoe cepneyko. [pUTOM Xe KHSAXHA



EkatepmnHa Lonropykas 6bina KpacaBuua, NoO KOTOpoOM B3Aabixana 6onbluas
NnosoOBMHA MPUABOPHON MONOAEXMWN, N 3TO BABOWHE yBenuumsano ansa [lletpa
LeHy eé nobBu K HeMy.

— A uTO, 'pUropbmnY, — BOCKJIMKHYN OH, — Beab KaTda-To npexopolueHbkas!
Jonropykuii paseén pykamu.

- He MHe cyauTb, Bawe Bennyectso! OTey AeTsaM Naoxon cyabs!

METp ynblbHYNCs KaKOM-TO BHE3anHOW MbICIM W, XUTPO MNpPULLYPUB CBOM
NnpoOsACHeBWMWe rnasa, MeasieHHo Crpocun:

- A yTo, Npuropbuny, ecnun a B KaTtro Bnobnocs?

Anekcen Jonropykun nNoyvyBCTBOBas, KakK CUbLHO 3abuiocb ero cepaue, Kak
KpPOBb ropsiyen BOJIHOM NpUXJblHYNa K nuuy, W, CTpawwHbIM YCUINEM BOSMU
no6opoB oOxBaTUBLLUEE ero BOIHEHME, PaBHOAYLWHbIM FOJI0OCOM MPOU3HEC:

- $1 He yKa3uunK BalleMy cepauy, rocyaapb!

- [1a HeT, Tbl He BUNAN! — BOCK/IMKHYN OH, — Tbl TO/IKOM OTBE€Yan MHE, YTO Tbl
Ha 3TO CKaxewb?

- be3smepHo 6yay cuyactnuBe, Bawe BenuyectBo! J1lob6oBb uLapckas, 4To cCBeT
COMHUQA, — yKpalaeT ntogen!

MNétp onatb ynblbHyncs. Fonosa ero npogonkana paboTtaTb C NMXOPALOYHOM
6bICTPOTOIO, MbICIN  LUENbIMM  BepeHuuamm, Kak obnaka noa BETPOM,
NPOHOCUNCL B HEMN.

N oH cHoBa obpatuncs kK [JoNropykoMy C BONPOCOM:

— A uTO, NpUropbmny, ecnum 9 3a KaTio NnocBaTatoCb, Tbl MHE He OTKaXelwb?
Anekcen paxe nobarposesn OT pagoCTu U U3yMEHuUs.

- Bawe Benunyectso, — npobopmoTan oH, — Aa HewTo s nocMmer! Bbl WyTnTb
n3sonutel..

- HeT-HeT, kakme wyTkn! — Bospasmn Métp. - A 3T0 BCepbé3. Hy, na
nagHo! — 6bicTpo nepebun oH cebsa, — Mbl 06 3TOM C TO6OM CTONKOBATbLCS
ycneeMm. Tak, 3HauuT, 3aBTpa Mbl OXOTMMCS. BonkoB, roBopulb, MHOMo? Yx
TO-TO S 3aBTpa NMoOBeCesIkCb, TO-TO MNOBECENOCH!

M oH coBceM No-AeTCcKu pafoCTHO 3ax/ionan B agoLwmn.

Mnasa VIII. EKATEPUHA OOJITOPYKAS



BecHa 1729 roga 6bina Ha AMBO cyxas M xonoaHas. 3a BeCb anpenb He 6b1110
NOYTM HU OAHOrO AO0XAA, U XOTS MOYKM M HAIUIUCL Ha AepeBbsAX, HO He
pacnyCcTuincb faxe n B Hadyane mas.

Ho BOT 6 Masg BbliNan nepBbll CUNbHLIM AOXAb, Temnepatypa nowsa Ha
noBblIEHME;  Oro-3anagHblin  BeTep, JieAeHUBWMA  CBOMM  XOJOAHbIM
AblXaHWEM, YTUX, U Fopsyne Jlyudnm COosiHUA CTanu npurpeBaTb OKOYEHEBLUYH
3eMnt0. [lepeBbs Hayanu H6bICTPO MOKPLIBATLCSA CBEXE 3efieHbto, npobunack
nepeas TpaBka M ObICTpPO NOTAHYyNacCb KBepXy, C/IOBHO HaBCTpeyy
XWUBUTENbHbIM JSlydaM CONHUA; 3auBesia Yyepémyxa, u eé oaypsrowmn apomar
CTAHOBWJICA C KaXXAbIM AHEM CUNbHEE U CUibHee; MOKPbIINCh LBeTaMn, TOYHO
6enbiM Hanétom, BUWHWM W H[6N0HM, W CHOBA OXWJIM MOCKOBCKME U
NOAMOCKOBHbIe caabl Npn 609pCKUX TepeMax, CHOBA B UX NyCTbIX NOAYTEMHbIX
NpoxnagHbIX annesax 3asBydyanu Becénble cepebpuctble AeBUYbW rosioca, Kak
6yaAToO conepHMYas C 3BOHKMM CTPEKOTaHbEM U YMPUKAHBEM pasHbiX MTallek,
LenbiMn Tydamu pesiBLUMX B BO3AYyXeE.

OXunn wn crapbli ApeMyuyuin cag npu aoMe KHA3a Anekces [puropbesuya
Jlonropykoro. 3a3BeHenn M B HEM MTUYbWU MECHU, HAMOSIHMUA U ero TEMHble
anneun cepebpucCTbin CMeX 1 BECENbIN rOBOP KHSXECKUX AoYepen.

Cap [Honropykoro cnaBuaca nodytu Ha BCO MockBy, M ewé B 3adaBHue
BpeMeHa, npu uape WMoaHHe [PO3HOM, OAWH W3 MNpPeaKOB KHA38 BbiNucan
HapoO4YHO M3 HEMEeTYMHbl CaaO0BHMKA, KOTOPOMY M MOPY4YUN caenatb CBOW caj
TakKMM, Kakoro HM y Koro B MockBe HeT, He 6bl0 U He 6yaeT. M Hemeu-
Cafl0OBHUK M3 TrpoOMagHOM poln, OKpyxaswen 6oapckuin p[om, caenan
AEeNCTBUTENbHO HEeBMAAHHOE 4yao, B CO3J4aHMWM  KOTOPOro HeManom
nomowHuuen emy 6bina u cama npupoaa. OHa TOYHO M3NMNa Ha poLy KHA34
Jonropykoro BCIO CBOK LWeApOCTb M Hajenuna eé TakMMu KpacoTaMmu, rnpes
KOTOPbIMW HEBOJIBHO OCTAHAB/IMBAJICA B BOCXULLEHUN BCAKUMN.

FpoMagHble Kynbl BbICOKMX COCEH, ropao NOAHMMaBLWIKMX K Heby cBou
BEPXYLUKN, KaK BEpHble CTpaXXu 3TOro JIeCHOro uapcrea B CUMMETPUYHOM
nopsiake CTOsSi/IM  Ha JNyXaukax, MopoCWMX BbICOKOW COYHOM TpaBoOMW.
KoH4yanucbe nyxawmkun, OXpaHseMble XBOMHbIMKM BefIMKaHaMuM, a 3@ HUMMU

Ha4YnHanNcAa ,qpeMquﬁ 6op, B KOTOpPOM nepeMewnBainCb noyYTn BCE NECHbIE



nopoabl cpeaHen m cesepHon Poccun. Moryume nuvnbl ctosnm 60k o 60K C
TOHKMMU KNEHaMU, sipKas 3eneHb KOTOopbIX 3deKTHO OTTeHAacb HA TEMHOM
nuctee nun; 6enocHeXHble CTBOMbl 6epé3 BbITArMBAINCL MeXAYy HUMU;
KyapsiBas oOfibXxa nepeMelunBanacb C OPELHMKOM W, TOYHO CTOPOHSICb OT
KOJtoUen 3e/IeHN MMraHTCKUX eflen, rHyfna B CTOPOHY CBOW rMbkme CTBONbI,
NOKPbITblE FMAaAKOK MMSAHUEBUTOK KOPOIO...

[epeBbs CTOSIM CN/IOWHOK CTEHOK, TaK CN/IeTACh MexAay cobok BeTBAMM,
yTo BBepxy ob6pas3oBanacb Kak Obl JINCTBEHHAsA CeTb, 4Yepe3 KOTOopYH
CO/THEYHble flyuyn C TpyaoM npobunmn cebe nyTb U cnaboiMn 61nMKaMmn apoxxanm
Ha TpaBe M KOpe NeCHbIX BenmkaHoB. TO BAPYr CMJIOWHYK 4Yawy paspbiBan
oBpar, 3apocwunh MonoabiMm noberamy, NaAnMOPOTHUKOM, JiONyxXaMu U
KYCTapHMKOM. TO pe3Bbin py4dyeéK, Heum3BeCTHO rae 6paBwuMini Hayano wn rae
nponagasWwunii, C/IOBHO BblpblBasCa M3-no4a 3eM/n un cepebpuctom 3Menkoun
MU3BMBACA cpean oTnormx 6epexkoB, C KOTOpPbIX B HEro rnsnennucb rmbkue
NnpyTbs TanbHMKA U Bepbbl. M yem rnybxe B 4awy - Tem 6onbwe 6bi10
3¢pdekToB... Hemeu-cagoBHUK C NO60BbLIO NMPUHANCA 3a Aeno. OH He ncnopTun
nepBo6bLITHOM NpenecTu powu, oH He cpybun Aep3HOBEHHOW PYKOM HU OAHOrO
AepeBua, a TONbKO MpuyKpacun AWKWE KapTWHbI Npupoabl. Yepes py4denku
NepeknHynm MOCTUKK; Ny>XXanKu NpeBpaTuUaAnNCb B LUBETHUKN; 03epo, 3apocliee
pSICKOM, 6bI10 pacyULLEHO U TONbKO Yy 6eperoB 6b110 3aTAHYTO BOAOPOC/ISAMMU,
M3 3e/IeHN KOTOpbIX NPUBETAMBO W TrpauMo3HO rnsaennucs 6enbie LUBETHI
KYBLUMHOK W NIUZINIA; Nocpean 03epa BbIpOC OCTPOBOK, HA KOTOPOM MNosiBUIACh
npexopoweHbkas 6eceaka; n3-3a TEMHOW JINCTBbI KYCTAapHWKOB U AepeBbeB
3abenenn MpamopHble opMbl NpUBE3EHHbIX N3-3a pybexa CcTaTyin; 3apoclume
N 3aCOpeHHble TPOMUHKU pacymnctunun; b6eper MoCKBbI-peku, Kyaa Bbixogusna
powa, obHecnn 3abopom, u caa [LonNropykux caenanca AencTBUTENbHO
cnaBHbIM Ha Bco MockBy. Cemencrtso [onropykux 6bi10 odyeHb 6oraTto, u
NO3TOMYy caAd He TONbKO He yXxyAwancs B Mocneaywlwune BpeMeHa, a,
HanpoTMB, Aenancs BC& Kpacneee N Kpacmeee.

Tonbko oauvH Anekcen 'pyropbeBuY M3 BCeX MOTOMKOB CTO/bHMKa CTenaHa
JonropyKkoro C4én HernpomsBoAUTENbHbIMM pacxoAbl Ha NoaaepXxaHue caja B

nopsaake M 4yTb 6bIN0 CHOBa He npeBpaTngl €ro B NpexHw AUMKYH 4ally,



ecnu 6 3TOMy He BOCMpPOTMBWINCL (aBOpUT uUaApa W KHAXHa EkaTepuHa.
OcobeHHO nocnegHsaa crtpactHo nwbuna ceon ctapbin caa. OHa nposoawna B
HEM no4YTW uenble AHU, To 6eras B3anmyCKMm CO CBOMMW noAapyramum rno ero
TEMHbIM annesMm, To 3abupasicb B CaMylo 4vally, KyAa He MpPOoHUKaIM paxe
nyyn conHua, TO nMpocumxuBas Uuenble 4acbl B 6eceake Ha o03epe, rae
nocewann eé Takume cnagkue, Takme pagyxHble MedTbl. OcobeHHO Mononas
KHshbKHa nontobuna 3Ty 6ecenky € Tex nNop, Kak Brnepsble ybeannacb, Yto u eé
cepaeyko 3abmnocb CUbHee noj XapKUM AblXaHWEM BCECUIbHOW cTpacTu. Ho
He HbIM MMnepaTop, Bonpeku cnoBam Anekces [puropbesnya, BHYWUN eun
3TO Cnaakoe YyBCTBO, He OH 6bl1 NpeaMeTOM eé€ feBUYEeCKUX rpés, He O HéM
MeuTana OHa B TUWKMHe becenkun, 3a4yMUYMBO MOHUKHYB 6€n0KYypon rosIoBKOM
W CNOBHO MNpUCIYWKMBasACb K TpeneTHOMy 6ueHuo cepaua, HaKoHey,
3asBMBLUEMY CBOM Npasa.

Mononas KHs)XHa, HECMOTPSA Ha TO YTO €M yxe 6bi10 18 NeT n 4YTo OHa paHo
BblpBasiacb M3 AeBUYECKOM CBETENKWU, Ccpa3y nepenasi K 6ypHOM npuaBoOpHOM
XW3HW, HEeCMOTPA Ha TO 4YTO €€ OKpyXanu uenble Tonnbl 6necrawen
NpuABOPHON MonoAéxwu, [Apyr nepea [APYroM cTapascChb 3acnyxutb eé
pacrosioXXeHne caMbiM NIbCTUBbIM U pabonenHbiM yXaXXmBaHuWeM, ocTaBanacb
paBHOAYLWHOM KO BCeM 6eCuYMClieHHbIM MOKJOHHMKAM CBOEer KpacoTbl W
npegnoyntana CKPOMHYK  AEeBMYECKyl  AON  caMoMy  bnectawemy
3aMyxecTBy. HO HakoHey nontobuna u oHa.

Mecsiua ABa TOMY Hasaa, Ha accaMbnee y rpada lonoBkuMHa EkaTepuHe
AnekceeBHe MOMHOMOYHbLIA ABCTPUMCKMI Mnocon rpad Bpatucnasckui
npeactaBui  CeBoero wypuHa rpada Munesmmo, 6necrawero Mosio40ro
reapaenua, KoTopbli OAHWM B3rNsiA0M CBOMX YEPHbLIX Bblpa3uTesibHbIX a3
NOKOpUa cepalue HHOM Kpacasuubl. KHsxHa nonwbuna ero C nepsoro
B3rnsga, C NepBoro c/0Ba M paccranacb C HUM COBEPLIEHHO O4YapoBaHHas u
3N1eraHTHOCTbIO ero obpalleHus, n ero yMeHbeM noaaepXxueaTb pas3rosop, a
CaMoe rfaBHOe — KpacoTol ero avua, My>XeCTBEHHOr0 U Bblpa3uUTeNbHOro.

N Ha rpacda Munesmmo oHa npousBesia He MeHee CU/ibHoe BneyatneHue. ToT
TOXEe He OCTasica paBHOAYLWEH K €€ XOPOLWEHLKOMY JINYMKY, K €& MbILHOMN

dburypke - w pewwun, BOCMOMb30BaBLWIMCL 6/IM30CTbI0 CBOErO LlWYypuHA K



Anekceto [lonropykoMy, BO 4TO 6bl TO HM CTano cAenatbCAd MNOCTOSAHHbLIM
rocTeM ero CeMbM.

N mano-nomany monoable AU CTanm BCTpedaTbCa BCE 4yalle M yalle, U BCE
CuibHee pasropanocb nnamsa nwbeBuM B UX eWwé He 3aTpOHYTbIX paHee
CTpacTblo cepauax. Koraa Anekcen puropbeBuY goragasncs, Kakoe 4yBCTBO
npuBOAUT B ero AoM rpada Munesnmo, noka OH MOHS, OTYEro TaknuM SIpKuUM
3apeBOM BCMNbIXMBAKT WEKN ero fovepu, Korga OoHa BCTpeYvaeTcs B3rs40M C
rnasamm Munesmmo, — 6bl10 yxxe no3gHo. KaTta 6biina ctpactHo BnwobneHa B
MOI040r0 aBCTpuiLa, M TOT NAaTUA el TakoW XXe CTPacTHOWM B3aWMMHOCTbLIO.
HacTynuBwas BecHa, COBMECTHble€ MPOryakyu nNo TEMHbIM annesM rpoMagHoro
caja, HAMNoJIHEHHOro apoMaTOM TOJIbKO YTO PpacKpbIBWUMX CBOUM BEHYUKMU
LBeTOB, KaTaHbe B JioAKe MO 03epy, — BCE 370 ewé 6onee c6AM31MN0 MOIOAbIX
nonen, n Anekcen [puropbeBumd CepbE3HO 3aayMmancs, Kak obopsaTb ux
NPUBSA3aHHOCTb, NOTOMY 4YTO 6pak Ao4vyepu C XOTS M 3HATHbIM, HO HE MMEBLUUM
NOYTM HUKAKUX CBSA3en B POCCMM MHOCTpaHUEM BOBCE He BXOAMN B €ro
pacyéThbl.

- Cnywan, KaTwowa, - cKkasan oAHaxAbl KHA3b A0YEpPU, — MHE O4YeHb He
HpaBuTCA TBOE cbnmxeHune ¢ Munesmmo.

- Mouemy xe, 6aTowKa? — BCSA BCMbIXHYB, CMPOCKIA KHSXHA.

- [1a NOTOMY, 4YTO OH, KaXeTCs, MeyTaeT CcTaTb MOUM 3gTeM... Hy a aToMy He
6biBaTb. [oub [JONropykoro HWKOrga He BbIMAET 3aMyX 3a CxXu3MaTuka, -
pe3Ko 3aKOH4YM OH.

KHsxHa nobnegHena, nogHsna Ha oOTua CBOW SACHbINM, Tenepb ropeBLlni
TaMHOW TpeBorow B3rnsa4 n pobko cnpocuna:

- Hy a ecnn oH nepenaéT B Hawy Bepy?..

Jonropykuin nayMnéHHO paclumpun rnasa.

- A 3ayem 6blI eMy 3T0 Aenatb? B Hawy Bepy-To nepexoanTb?! — BOCKIMKHYN
OH.

- [10TOMY 4YTO OH MeHs NbuTt, — TMXO oTBeTuNa Karts.

- A Tbl 370, N03BOJb TEbSA CNPOCUTL, MOYEMY 3Haelb?

- OH MHe caM ckasan, — elweé Tuwe npowenTana AeByLuKa.

— Tak BOT kak! Y Bac n po obbacHeHus aeno gowno! Be3 BeaoMa oTua C



MaTepblo Wypbl-Mypbl 3aBoauTb cTana! Hy Tak a ¢ To60M, MaTywka, no-
CBOMCKW pasgenatcb. M3Bosb-kKa Tbl, MaTywka, OTCeNb C TBOWUM pblLapem
6onblwe pa3roBOpoB HWKAKMX He MMETb, a €ro s NpuKaxy Ha nopor He
nyckaTtb!

N B TOT Xe caMbln AeHb Anekcen puropbeBmny oTAan CTpPOrnm nNpmkas CBOMM
cnyram:

- Konu rocnoavH aBCTpPUMUCKUIA rpad MunesmMmo noxxanosaTb WU3BOAUT, Tak
OTHIOAb B MOKOW ero He aonyckaTb. CKa3sblBanTe, YTO HU KHA3S, HU KHATUHU
AOMa HeT, a 6e3 HUX NPUHUMATb HUKOro He BesleHo.

Ho n sTa Mepa He npuHecna cywecTBeHHOM nNonb3bl. KHsxHa EkaTepuHa,
NpuBbIKWAA K CBOEBONMIO, He 3axoTesia NOAYMHUTLCA  CTPOromy
poaAuUTENbCKOMY MNpUKasy, He 3axoTesla TaK Jierko oTkKasatbcsa OoT nwbsn,
HOBbIM CBETOM O3apuBlUen e€ XWU3Hb, WU Hawna crnocob BMAETbCA CO CBOUM
BO3Mt06/1€HHbIM NOA FYCTbIM MOKPOBOM PACKUMANCTLIX AepeBbEB CBOEro caaa.

B 3abope, BbixoaneLieM Ha MockBy-peky, 6bi1a C AaBHUMX BPeMEH npoaenaHa
MasieHbKas KajuTouka, U BOT B 3TY-TO KaJIMTOYKy, B OTCYyTCTBMe Anekces
puropbeBnya, n npobupanca rpad Munesnmmo, 4ytobbl pacuenoBaTb CBOK
HeHarnagHyto KaTtio, 4Tobbl WenHyTb en napy-ApYyryr J1acKOBbIX, MOJIHbIX
CTpacTHoro o060XxaHus cnoB.... 1 MHOro Takux CNOB NOACAYLWanu BEKOBbIE
AepeBbs CTAaporo caga, MHOrO nouenyes nomMMman Ha NneTty Nérkun BeTepok,
LYMEBLLUWN B UX FYCTbIX BETBSX.

TanHbl 3TUX NOO60BHbLIX CBMAAHUN HE 3HaN MOYTU HUKTO B KHSXXECKOM [OMe.
[axe CECTpbl KHSXXHbI EKaTepuHbl He AoraabiBasinCb, MOYEMY OHa TaK Mobut
B TUXYI BEUYEPHIOIO MOpYy, Koraa CyMepku npo3padHbiM (H1EpOM OKYTakT BCHO
3eM/II0 U sipKuMe 3BE3[404YKM 3aXryTcs B HebeCHOM BbICW, MPOryamBaTbCs B
caMon OoTAanéHHOM 4acTu caga, npuMmblkarowen K bepery MOCKBbI-peKky,
noyeMy OHa CTapaeTcs TaK OTAenaTbCa OT HUX, KOorga OHW npegsarartT
conpoBOXaaTb €€ Ha Nporyfaky, U OCTaéTtcs AoMa, eCnm OHW OTMNpaBNsTCA
rynsatb. DTy TaMHy 3Hana TONIbKO OAHA FOPHUYHAsA KHSXHbI, YepHobpoBas u
yepHornasas Arawa, KoTopas C/yXuia rnaBHOM NOCpPeAHULEN B OTHOLLEHUAX
BMO6NEHHBIX Mexay cobon.

KHs>xHa EkaTepuHa B nocreaHne OHW BCE valle 1 Jyalle, YyTb He eXeHEeBHO,



coBepLlasnia CBOM BevepHue nporynku. Tak 66110 U B TOT BeYep, B KOTOPbIN eé
oTel, pacckasbiBan OHOMY MMMepaTopy O TOM, Kak nobut ero Kars.
CreMHeno. 3Bé3abl UenbIMM MUpMaZamMu BbiCbiNaan Ha novyepHeslwee Hebo.
KpOoTKMn NUK NyHbl y)Xe CMOTpen Ha 3eMnio, obnimBas u AepeBbs, U Kpblwy
KHS>XXeCKOro AoMa, M CNOKOMHble BOAblI 03epa CcBOMM 6reaHbIM cepebpucTbiM
cBeToM. [Ae-To B CaMOW yvalle nen Cos0BEW, WU ero rpoMKoe CcTpacTHoe
YOKaHbe pa3HOCUMIOCb KPYroMm, OTAaBasACb [NyXMM 3XOM rae-To JAaseko-
Aaneko.

KHsi>kHa EkaTtepuHa B conpoBoXxaeHun Arawm 6biCTpo cbexana C Teppachl,
npowsa LUBETHMK WM HanpaBwunacb Mo TPOMUHKE, B CAaMOM KOHLE KOTOpOM
cepebpucTtbiM NATHOM OTAMBaANA K/NOYOK BWUAHEBLUErocs BAanu o03epa, K
KOTOpPOMY Bena 3Ta TponuHKa. Monuya npowsia OHa A0 camoro bepera u
OCTaHoBMMACb 34eCb Ha MUHYTY, TOYHO 3ant060BaBLLIMCL AMBHOM KapTUHOMW,
packuHyBlenca nepen eé rnasamu. A 3anoboBaTbCsd 6bI10 MOXHO. TOYHO
rpoMagHbIn  cepebpsiHbIn  WKT, Nnexano o3epo y eé Hor. He 6bino Hu
Manenwero BeTepka, W BOAa Kasanacb 3acHYyBLIEW, TOYHO 3a4yapoBaHHas
MSArKMM CBETOM NYyHbI, rnsaeswenca B Heé ¢ Heba, Kak B 3epkano. Peskumu
YépHbIMM CcMNy3TaMn, oTbpacbiBas A/IMHHbIE TEHU, TAHYBLUMECS NO 6eperoBbiM
cKaTaM, CTOsSiM AepeBbsl, TOYHO He CMesl LWeNOXHYTbCS, He CMes HapyLwuTb
MEPTBYI TULWIKMHY, MPUHECEHHYIO HACTYMMBLUEN HOYbK. TONbKO B TpaBe
HEeyMONYHO TpeLlann Ky3HeumKkun, Kak byaTo ctapasiCb 3arnywmTb COSIOBbUHOE
neHune, BCE CU/IbHEE U CUSIbHEEe JOHOCUBLLEEeCS Cloaa M3 Yalluu.

Heckonbko MWHYT NpocTosna KHsxHa EkaTepuHa, He NPOPOHMB HWU OAHOrO
cnosa, yctpemMus ceou 6onblune, rnybokune, kak 6e3a40HHOE MOpe, N Takme Xe
TéMHbIEe rna3a Ha cepebpucTyto BoAgy 03epa; HO HaKOHeL, OHa BCTPereHyach
W, NOBEPHYBLUNCb K Arawle, Mosiya CTosBLUEN C3aan He€, nporosopunia:

- Tbl BEpHO pacchibliwana, YTo oH ckasan? MoxeT, oH He obellanca cerogHs
npunTn?

- Hy BOT, Bale CuUSATENbCTBO, — OTO3Banacb Arawa, — C KakOW Xe MHe
panocTtu BpaTb-To! Tak 1 ckasan: Kak 3aBeyepeeT, Tak U npuay.

- Tak 4yTo Xe ero HeT?

— A y>X 3T0 bor ero 3Haet! [JO/IXXHO, 4YTO 3a4epxano.



EkaTepnHa AnekceeBHa cnycTuMnacb NOYTM K CaMOM BoAe W ycenacb Ha
MaJIeHbKYI0 CKaMenKy, CTosBLWYIO TyT. CK/IOHMB Ha rpyAb CBOK XOPOLIEHbKYHO
rofI0BKY, OHA YyTKO NpUCNyLLIMBanacb K MaaenwemMy Wopoxy, KOTOPbIN NOpoK
OOHOCMNCSA M3 4Yalin; HEeCKOSbKO pa3 cnyx eé obMaHbiBasCsd KakKMM-TO
TAMHCTBEHHbIM XPYCTOM, OHa ObICTPO BCKakuBasa CO CKaMbW, MNOBEpTbiBana
rofioBy B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKyAa AOHECCHA 3BYK, HO XPYCT He MOBTOPSANCSH, U
TOJIbKO COJIOBbMHANA MNecHs 3By4dasia BCE rpoMye n rpomye, TOYHO YCUIMBASACh
34ecb Hah 03epoM, MPOHOCACb Hah €ro COHHOMW BOAOW. WM KHsXKHA CHOBa
cagunacb, CHOBa nevyasibHO OMNycKkasa rofioBy WM CHOBa npojosmkana ¢
MYUYNTENbHON TPEBOIrOM BCAYLIMBATLCA B TULLNHY HOYM.

Ho BOT pe3ko XpycCTHyna rae-To cyxas BeTKa, XpyCcT MOBTOPUACS,
NOCNbIWANCS HESACHbIM WOPOX, CNOBHO B NpUbpeXxHbIX KyCcTax 3aTpenbixanacb
Kakasa-To ntuua. KHsXHa ToponaMBO BCTana C Mecta, u eé rnasa pasrnagenu
UYblO-TO TEMHYI GUrypy, Kak OyATO BbIHbIPHYBLYK M3 TEMHOW 3€5eHu
MBHSsIKA, CMyCKaBllero K BoAe CBOW rnmbkme BeTBU. KHSXKHA BCKPUKHYyNa u
6pocnnacbk HaBCcTpe4vy 3TON TEMHOM durype:

- Opugpux! Tel?

- 4, mos poporasa! Hebocb 3axpanacb? PaHblwe BblpBaTbCA HUKAK 6b110
Henb34.

- A yX 4 agymMana, 4to n He npuaéLlb.

- Kak e He npuntu. Ona MeHsa Kaxaas BCTpeda C TO6OM HeCET CTO/IbKO
pagoctu n 6naxeHcTBa, YTO ocaywaTbCs TBOero npusbiBa 6b10 661 NpsAMO
npecrtynaeHuem!

N, o6BMB rMbkuMin CTaH MOMOAOW AEBYWKWU CBOUMWU CUIbHBIMW pyKamu, OH
npwxancsa K eé rybam A40ONrMM, CTPACTHbIM NOLENYEM.

- Ho 4TO Takoe cny4ymnocb, MOt Aoporas? — CrpoCua OH, NOABOAS KHSXHY K
CKaMenke W YyCaXuBasiCb BMecTe C Hew. — MHe Arawa ckasana, 4Tto Tbl
Xo4yelwb COO6LWNTb KaKylo-TO BaXXHY0 BECTb.

MposiCHeBWMWE Tr1a3KM KHSXKHbI CHOBa rmnoTeMHenn. C nbliaBlwunx SpKUM
pyMsaHuUeM WEK cbexana Kpacka, 1 OHa npolwenTana:

- Ax, ®punapux! Ham rpo3uT 6onbluoe rope, HaMm NpUAETCS CKOPO paccTaTbCs,

M paCCTaTbCA HaBcerga, Ha BCHO XXU3Hb.



Munesnmo nobnegHen B CBOK o4vepesb U TPEBOXHO CNPOCUN:

- Kak paccraTtbcsa? lMouyemy? Pa3Be Tbl MeHs pa3nwbuna? Passe Tbl He
xo4yeuwb 6bITb MOEW XXeHOon?

FpycTHas ynblbka ckonb3Hyna no rybam EkaTtepuHbl AnekceeBHbl. OHa
TSXKeNo B340XHY/1a M nevasnibHO nokavasna rosoBown:

- XeHon... Tnynbin! Heyxenu Tbl ewé HageewbCs, YTO OTeu AacT cornacue
Ha Haw 6pak? DToMy HUKoraa He 6biBaTb! — co cnesammn Ha rnasax gobasuna
OHa.

MunesnMmo nogMeTun 3TN CNe3nHKN, Kak ABa 6punbsaHTa, CBEPKHYBLIME Ha eé
pecHuMuax B Nlydax Mecsua, W cTan yTtewaTtb e&, rnokpbiBas nouenysamm eé
PYKMW.

- MonHo, He nnayb, goporasa! MNMpuAET U Ana Hac cyacTAMBas MUHyTa. TBOM
oTel He OTKaxkeT oTAaTb Tebs MHe, Korga cam uMmnepaTtop 6yaeT cBaToM.

- CaM mMmnepaTop! — noBTOpuaa KHsHXXHA. — HanpacHO Tbl HaZeewbCs Ha ero
rnomoLub...

- Kak? Pa3Be TBOW OTel, OCMEeSINTCSA 0TKasaTb TakoMy cBaTy?

- KoHe4Ho, HeT. Ho nMnepaTtop He 6yaet MeHs cBaTaTb.

Munnesmmo caMmo40BO/IbHO YCMEXHY/CH.

- Tbl HanpacHo Tak AyMmaewb, KaTta. [Tpad BpaTtucnasckuin, Mon
pPOACTBEHHMUK, 3HAET 0 Haweun Nbeun: OoH obelwan MHe CBOK NOAAEPXKKY N caM
6yaetr npocutb rocyaaps 6bITb MOMM cBaTOM. Llapb ero o4yeHb nwbut un
HaBepHOEe He OTKAaXeT eMy B 3TOM npocbbe.

KaTsa neyanbHO nokayvana rofioBow.

- HeT, ®puapux, — noBTopuaa OHa, — Tbl owwunbaewbCcsa: 3TOr0 HMKOrga He
6ynet!

- [la noyeMy? — BOCK/IUKHYN Munesmmo. — Kak Tbl MOXeLUb 3TO 3HaTb?

— OueHb npocTo. A ang Toro Teba u xoTena cerogHs yBmaaTtb. Tbl HAaNpacHoO
paccymMTbiBaelWwb Ha NOMOLb LAps, NOTOMY YTO CaM Lapb XO4YeT cBaTaTb MeHS
B X&Hbl.

- Komy? - 6bICTpO cnpocun Munesmmo.

- Cebe camoMmy.

Munesmmo 6bin Tak YOUBNEH, 4YTO [0/roe BpeMd He MOr MNpPOU3HECTU HU



CfoBa. JTa HOBOCTb COBEPLUEHHO OWenomMuna ero.

- M Tbl cornacuwbcsa? — BOCKIMKHY/T OH HaKOHeL,.

- Y10 Xe g Mory caenaTtb, — nevasnbHO oTBeTuNa KaTtda. — Tak xo4yeT oTeu, Tak
X0o4yeT uapb. 8 He MOry natm npoTuB Laps un oTua...

- [a ecnn 6 v nowna, ToO U3 3TOFO0 HUYeEro He BbinAeT! — Npo3ByYan c3aau
HUX YEeN-TO MYXXCKOW ronoc.

KaTa ncnyraHHO BCKPUKHYNa U npuxanacb K Munesmmo, KOoTopblr OrAsiHYACA
Hasag W BCTPETWICH NMUOM K uuy C KHA3eM AnekceeMm [puropbeBnyemM

[JonropykuMm, 3106HO rNAAeBLUINM Ha Hero.

"nasa IX. UAPCKAA HEBECTA

MWHYTY nNpoao/KanoCb ToMuUTenbHoe Mon4yaHue. KHA3b [JOoNropykun CroBHO
Hacnaxgancs CMyLeHneM n UCrnyroMm MonoablX NoAen, COBCEM HE 0XMAaBLIMX
ero BHe3anHoro nosieneHns. OHW Tak 6blIM yBepeHbl B CBOEN MOSIHENLeEN
6e3onacHocTn, 0COBEHHO 3Has, 4YTO HUKTO He pgoragbiBaetca 06 wux
TAMHCTBEHHbIX CBMAAHUAX, 4YTO TMOYTU HE TMPUHUMANM HUKAKUX Mep
NpefoCTOPOXHOCTU, €eC/IM He cuuTaTb Arawmum, CTOosBWEN HaCTopoXe Ha
TPOMNMHKeE, Wweawen oT 03epa K Teppace KHSXeCcKoro Aoma.

JTon-To  6ecneyHocTbld  BAKOMEHHBIX W BOCMONb30Bancs  Anekcen
puropbeBny, 4Tobbl 3axBaTUTb MX Bpacnaox. OH yXe AaBHO AoraabiBasncs,
4YTO CBOEHpaBHas A04Yb He NMoKOopwuiacb ero NpukKasaHuio nepectaTtb BUAETbCS
c rpacdoM Munesmmo, NoytTM 3Han o6 ux cBMAaHMAX, NPOUCXOAMBLLUNX TO B
yacTu caga, npuneraswen K MockBe-peke, To Ha 6epery o3epa, HO He XoTen
A0 NOopbl A0 BpeMeHW NuwaTb UX NpU3pPadHoOro cyacrtbs. He 6yayum BnonHe
yBEPEH B TOM, YTO IOHbIA Lapb COrNacuTcs HaaeTb MMNEPATOPCKYH KOPOHY Ha
rONIOBY KHSDKHbl EKaTEpUHbI, OH MoKa MNO3BONSAS A0OYepU UrpaTtb B t060BbL C
aBCTPUNCKUM rpadoM, KOTOpbIA BCE e MOr NoYyecTbCA BUAHbLIM XEHUXOM W
KOTOPOro OH AepXaJs Npo 3anac Ha BCSKWUW C/yyan, coBeplueHHO 3abbiBasi O
TOM, 4YTO Takas urpa MOXeT 3aBeCTW MONOoAbIX /OAEN CNUWKOM Janeko,
MOXeT MNpPUHEeCTU COBCEM HexenaTesnbHble pe3ynbTaTbl. YépctBoe U
pacyétnmeoe cepaue KHA39 [JONropykoro Kak-TO He A0ryckano TOoro, 4To

MO104aa KHAXHA MOXET HACTOJIbKO NMPUBA3aTbCA K J'IIOGMMOMY YES10BEKY, 4TO



HM 6N1eCKOM MMNEepaTOPCKOM KOPOHbI, HU 06MaHYMBbIM NPU3PaKOM rpsayLero
cyacTbs He yjacTcsa BblpBaTb M3 e€é cepaua nwbosb rpada Munesmmo, He
yAactca 3actaBuTb 3abbiTb ero. OH BrnonHe 6bin yBEpeH, 4YTO ecnu
yecTtontobumB OH, Tak yectontbuBa n ero Aoub...

N BOT TONbKO cerogHs, ybeaMBLINCL BMOSIHE, YTO €ro 3aBeTHble HagexXAabl —
He obMaH4YMBas MeuTa, yCNbilaB U3 YCT Laps Npocbby cornacmntbca Ha 6pak c
KHS>XXHOM EkaTepuHon, Anekcen [puropbesBmy pewwnn MNoA0XKUTb KOHeL,
HOYHbIM MPOrysKaMm Ao4Yepu M 3acCTaBUTb €€ OoTKasaTbCs OT NbBu K rpady
Mwune3unmo.

N3 pBopua OH BEpHYNCA CpaBHUTENbHO PaHO UM, Y3HaB, UYTO KHSXHA
oTnpasunacbL rynaTb B caj, nepeojencsd B wWnadpok, Hagen BOWIOYHbIE
Tydnam u otnpasusca Ha beper o3epa, YTobbl HAKPbITb BAOOIEHHYIO NapoyKy.
Arawa He Morfna 3aMeTuTb ero NpubnXKeHns, NOTOMY YTO OH MPULLEN APYrOn
[0pOron, CoBepLUeHHO NPOTUBOMOJIOXHOM TOM TPOMNMHKE, rae CTOpoXuna oHa.
OH npobupancs Tak HeC/bIWHO MO MArKOW TpaBe, YTO 3aHATble pa3roBOPOM
Monogble noAu 6blM MOMOXUTENIbHO MNOpPaXXeHbl, KakK yaapoM rpoMa, ero
rosl0COM, NPO3BYYaBLIMM C3a4M HUX.

- Tak BOT Kak, Bawe CcuATenbCTBO, Ao4YKa Mos goctontobesHasn! — 3arpemen
Jonropykuin. — Tak-TO Bbl MOW MnpuKasbl UCNonHseTe! Bmecto TOro 4tob6bl
nporHaTb OT cebs 3Toro aBCTpMMUCKOro nobpoasry...

- KHA3b!.. — 3aabiXxasiCb OT HeroaoBaHMs M rPO3HO CXBaTbiBasCb 3a wnary,
BOCKJIMKHYJT Muniesnmo.

- MocTon, cynapsb... Y Hac ¢ Tobon onocnsa pasroBop 6yaer, — XNagHOKPOBHO
0OTO3BaJICA Ha ero rHeBHOe BOCKAMUaHue Anekcen Npuropbesny. — Tak BMECTO
3TOro-TO, — NPOAO/IKaN OH 3aTeM, — Tbl BCE X C HWUM MOTaWHble TeT-a-TeT
nMeewb, Aa ewé rocyaapCTBEHHble KOHCMNMKM eMy coobuaelb... Xopowo,
cydapblHS, Ha 4TO YX nydwe! He xagan s Takoro cpama OT COH6CTBEHHOro
aetvwa... A aa kHsbkHa Jonropykas!

KHs>xHa EkaTepuHa, 6negHasi, noMepTBeBlUAsi, HENOABMXHO cuaena Ha
CKaMbe, KaXAyl MWHYTY roToBas JMWKUTLCA YYBCTB, AaXe U He C/blwa
rPO3HbIX CNOB CBOero otua, a [onropykuin npoposkan, BCE BO3BbIWAsA U

BO3BblllasA roaoc:



- YT0 Xe Tenepb MHe AgenaTb? Beab, noxanyn, n Ha ynuuy nokasaTtbcs byaer
CTbIAHO, NanbuaMu nokasbiBaTb HaudHyT!.. Beab Tbl MO cefy rosioBy
ono3opunal.. Hy na s ¢ to6on MHadye roBopuTb CTaHy. [onro s c Ttobown,
KaTepnHa, MArkocTtbto Ayman nonaguvTb, Aa TONKY Mano; Tenepb YX He
B3biWwK! 3anpy Tebsa B TBOEW KOMHaTe M Wary HMUKyAa He AaM caenatb. Tak u
6yaewb cnaetb B3anepTn, pOBHO npecTynHuual..

OH 3aMonvan Ha MUHYTY, NepefoXHYn U, NOBEPHYBLWMUCH K rpady Munesmmo,
BCé elé CTosBlEMY B [PO3HOW Mo3€e, MNOJMIOXWMB PyKy Ha 3dec wnarum,
3arosopun:

- Hy, a Tenepb, rocnoauH rpad, n ao 1ebsa vepén Aowén. 3Haewb AU Thbl,
cyfapb, 4YTO MO HAWMM POCCUMUCKUM 3aKOHaM C TaKUMU TaTAMU HOYHbIMMU
AenakT, UYTo B Uyxue cagbl 3abmpatoTca fa BOPOBCTBOM MPOMbIWAAT? MpaMo
B KaHAas bl 3aKOBbIBAlOT Aa nocbinatT B Cubupb cobonen noBuUTh...

- 51 He BOp, KHA3b! — ropao oto3sanca Munesmmo. N noa nydyamm Mmecsaua,
nagasBWMMM Ha €ro KpacmBoe, MYXeCTBEHHOe Nuuo, SICHO 6blNo 3aMeTHOo,
KaKMM  SpKUM  3apeBOM BCMbIXHY/IM ero WéKNM OT He3aCNy>XeHHOro
ockopbneHus.

- He BOp, cKasbiBaewb? — 3/7106HO pacxoxoTaBLWUCb, cnpocun Jonropykuin. —
A 32 KaKuMM Xe Tbl, NO3BOJIb Tebsa cnNpoCuTb, AE/IOM B HOYHOE BpPEMS B MOEM
caay obbsaBunica? Tak HeWTO BO3AYXOM NoAbIWaTh 3axoTenock? [la 3Haelwb num
Tbl, CyAapb, — FPO3HO BOCK/IMKHY/ OH, Aefas pe3kuin war Kk Munesummo, — aa
3Haewb Nu Tbl, Ccydapb, 4TO 9 Tebs BOT ceryac Ha Mmecte ybuTb MoOry, Kak
HOYHOro TaTs u pasboliHnka?

— KHA3b! = KpWKHYN Mwunesnmo, BbiXBaTblBas LWMNAry W3 HOXEH, — He
3abbiBaKiTe, UTO Bbl FOBOPUTE C NOJIKOBHMKOM aBCTPUNCKOM rBapanu.
Jonropykuin obuaHo paccmesncs.

- He Benuka ntuua! — ckasan oH. — Y Hac TakuMun XoTb npya npyau! Ja 4to
Tbl CBOIO LUMNAXOHKY-TO BbiTawmn. Anb AyMaewb, Nobokcb 9 Tebs oyeHb? Tak
Tbl 3TO HanpacHo. Co30BYy Xofonbe Aa npukaxy Tebsa B3awen nporHaTb.
NMonoMHUMWb, Kak MO 4yXuWM cagaMm nytewecrsoBaTb! Yxoam-ka nydwe
nobpom, noka Tebs yenagb METNaMM OTCHOAA He BbirHasna, Aa BApyropsab B

3Tn MecTa 61M3K0 He 3axaxmBamn, a He To bbITb Tebe Ha uenu aa nonpobosaTb



nneten B CbICKHOM npukase!

MunesnMmo B3APOrHy/s, Kak OT yAapa X/bICTOM MO Auuy, rfasa ero Haauancb
KpOBblo, U, HEe NOMHSA cebs, oH 6pocunca Ha Anekces [puropbeBuya. Eweé
MrHOBEHbe — W ero wnara, cepebpsiHOM NOSIOCKON CBEpKHYBLIAs B BO34yXe,
BOH3unacb 6bl B rpyab [JoNropykoro, HO B 3TO BpeMsi MOsI04as KHS)KHA, caMa
eflBa Aep>XXacb Ha Horax, ¢ AMKNUM KpUKOM 6pocnnacb K Mmnesmmo 1 cxsatuna
€ero 3a pyKky.

- Opugpux, pagun bora, onomMHucek! YTto Tbl Agenaewsb! — NpocToHana oHa. -
Beab 370 MoK oTel.

pad TAXKENo B3AOXHY/, BbIPOHUA M3 PyK WNary W, noaaepXxusasi noudTu
6ecuyBCTBEHHYO MOSIOAYIO AEBYLIKY, cka3an Jonropykomy:

- Cyactnue Baw bor, KHA3b, YTO OHa yaep>ana Mok pyKy. NHaue A ctan 6ol
npecTtynHMKoM, a Bbl - 6e3abixaHHbIM Tpynom! HO BCE Xe Takue
ockopbneHusi, KakuMe HaHecnu Bbl MHe, He npowlarTcs. Mou CceKyHAaHTbl
6yayT y Bac 3aBTpa.

N, 6epexHo onyctmB KaTio Ha cKaMeunKky, OH nouenoBan eé B rybol u
6bICTPpbIM WAroM Hanpasuncs no 6epery o3epa K 3anoBeAHOW KanuTKe, B
KOTOPYIO YXe He CcyXaeHo bb1io eMy, HaBepHoe, BOMUTU eLlé pas.

Jonropykuin 6bln1 Tak OLWENOMMIEH HEOXWAAHHbIM HanageHWeM Ha Hero
rpada, 4To A0/Iroe BpemMs He Mor NpunTn B cebs. B ero ywax Bcé ewwé 3sy4dan
pe3Knii CBUCT 3TOM CTaNbHOW MOJSIOCKWM, XONOAHbIM 61€CKOM CBEpKHYBLUEN B
nyyax JIYHHOro CBeTa M YyTb He BOH3MBLUENCSA B ero rpyab. OH TOYHO BUAen
ewé 3aropeBlIMecss AMKMM OrHéEM rnasa Munesmmo, Koraa TOT KWMHYNCS Ha
Hero. BMewaTenbCTBO Aoyepu, €€ cfnoBa, MpowanbHbIM nouenym, KoOTopbln
3anedaTtnen Ha eé rybax, yxoas, Muneammo, — BCE 3TO, Ka3anoCb, OH TOYHO
BMAEN BO CHEe, N TONIbKO TOrAa, KorAaa wwary ascTpunua 3amMepnau B otaaneHun,
[ ONropykn HakoOHeL, OYHY/ICS U BCNOMHMA cnoBa Munesmmo, cKkasaHHble UM
Ha NpoLlaHbe.

- Manbunwka! - 3apeBen oH, — wWeHok! Npo3uUTb MHe, KHA3 [Jonropykomy?!
[a s 1ebsa B nopowok coTpy! A Tebs ywnto Tyaa, Kyaa Makap TenaT He roHs.
Ho, KoHeuHO, rpacd® Munesmmo He cnblwan 3TUX FPO3HbIX C0B, 0bpaLlLEHHbIX

K HEMY pa3rHeBaHHbIM KHS3eM. 3aToO X ciblwana EkatepnHa AnekceeBHa, U,



3Has 3106HOe cepaue oTUa, 3Had ero cuiay npu MOJOAOM Lape, OHa
ncrnyranacb 3a MUIOro cepauy vesioBeka.

- BaTiowka! - BOCK/IMKHYNa oHa, bpocascb Npea HWUM Ha KOJIEHU, — MPOCTU
®punapuxy, 4TO OH NOAHSAN Ha Tebs pyKy: Tbl CaM ero Bbi3Baj Ha 3TO.

KHA3b CHauyana c yauBiieHMeM nornsggen Ha Aodb, TOYHO He MOHMMas, Kak
OHa rnonana cwjga, HO NOTOM BCE BCMOMHW/A, WU HOBbIM MPUNAAoK 310CTU U
rHeBa BHOBb OXBaTWJ ero.

- A Tbl, nognas, — 3aopasn OH, — eweé npocuwb 3a 3Toro Mepsasua! OH yyTb
He ybun MeHsd, a Tbl ewé npocuwb emy nowanbl! HeT, mMaTywka, He KHA30
[JonropykoMy yHwxaTtbcsa nepen 3TuM nobpoasaron! MNyctb OoH 6yaeTt XoTb wm
WYPWUH aBCTPUNCKOro nocna, a bbiTb eMy B lNenbiMe, U 9 OT CBOEro C/ioBa He
OTCTYnNChL!..

- baTowka, npoctn ero! — MoBTOpW/A KHSXHA, CXBaTblBas PyKy oTua u
npuxunMasa eé K CBOMM noxosoaeswmm rybam.

Anekcel N'puropbeBmnY pe3Ko BbipBaa PYKY U BOCKIMKHYN:

- [a Tbl HMKak c yMma cowna, KatepuHa! Tbl cHayana cebe-TO BbINpoOCHU
NpoLleHne, YeM pacnmHaTbCHa 3a 3TOro cxmsmatuka! Anb Tbl AyMaelwb, 4YTO 4
3a TBOM Aefia No rosioBke nornagutb Tebs fonKeH?

- bBaTiowka, npocTtu ero! — noBTOpMAa KHAXHA BCE elé ApoXalMM, HO KakK-
TO MeTa//IN4YECKU 3BEHEBLUMM Ir0JI0COM.

Jonropykuin nobarposen v rHEBHO TOMHYJ/T HOMOM.

- [ypa! - 3apeBen OH. — [1a 4TO Tbl, CMeElwbCsa Haao MHOM?! Anb Tbl He
cnbixana, yYto a Tebe ckazan?!

Monogasa KHsXHa MeAaneHHO noAHsANnacb C KONMEH W, OTepeB 3arJiakaHHble
rnasa, NOBEpHYJlaCb U TAaKWUM Xe MeANIeHHbIM, HEeCMNEeLWHbIM WaroM rnowsia no
HanpaBfieHuIo K AoMy. [OoNropykun cHadana wulymuncs, 3atem 6pocuncs
BC/1e/l 3@ HEK N pPe3KO CXBaTWJ1 €€ 3a pyKy:

- Tbl KyAna?

KaTsa monua BbicBob6oaAnNna pyKy v nowsia ganblie.

- Kypa Tb1? — 3apeBen onaTtb Anekcen puropbesBmy, AOrOHAS A0Yb.

KaTa npuoctaHoBuiacb U B3rfnsHysla Ha oOTua XOJIOAHbLIM, TOYHO CTasibHbIM

B3rndaom, coBepLieHHO I'IpeO6pa3VIBlJ.IMM €€ Musoe NN4YUKO.



- S nay nomon! — CNOKOMHO, HO KakKMM-TO F1YXMM FOSI0OCOM OTBETWU/IA OHa.

— Tak Tbl 4YTO Xe 3TO, — 3aopasn onaTb Anekcen [puropbesuy, — oTua W
CnywaTb He Xo4elb?

- MHe Heuyero 6onbwe Bac cnywatb, 6aTiOWKa, - XO0N0AHO OTpe3ana
EkaTepuHa.

- To ecTb Kak 3TO He4yero? — onewun [LONropykui, He MOHMMad, 4To
NPOUCXOAMUT C AOYEPLIO.

- OyeHb npocTo... Mbl 060 BCEM Yyxe neperosopuan. Bam He yroaHo
WCMOSIHUTb MOen Npocbbbl, BaM Yro4HO HaCbITUTb CBOK MECTb W npecnenoBaTtb
dpuapuxa, — Hy, @ MHe He YroAHO COracUTbCs Ha TO, O YEM Bbl TaK CTPACTHO
MeyTaeTe...

Ecnn 6bl B 3TO MrHoBeHue c 6e306sa4yHoOro, ycessHHoro 6ecymcneHHbIMU
OrOHbKamMu 3BE3a Heba CBepkHyna MOJIHMSA, COMpPOBOXAAeMas rPOMOBbLIM
packaTtoMm, Anekcen [puropbeBud He 6bi1 6bl Tak MnopaxéH, Kak 3TUMU
HEMHOMMMMN CNOBaMKM A0YepU, CKa3aHHbIMKN €0 TakKUM MeTanIM4eCckmMM roocom
W C Takon 3Heprmemn, Kaknx oH n He NoAo3peBan B HEN.

B nepByl0 MUHYTY OH Aaxe pacTtepssica u noayman, 4yto Kartsa cowna c yma,
HO NOTOM MNPW/INB FHEBHOIO BOJIHEHUS OXBaTWJ/1 €ro, U OH YyTb He C KyJlakaMu
Habpocunca Ha Aoub.

- [la 3Haewb N Tbl, — 3a0pajsl OH, — 3HaelWb U Tbl, YTO A 3@ TakuMe TBOMU
CNoBa, 3a TakuMe TBOW MOMbIC/bI XNBON Teba B rpob Bkonody! Kak Tbl cCMeelb
Tak pasroBapuBaTb C oTuoM!.. [la HETTO Tbl HE MOHMMaEelb, YTO Tbl B MOeK
BO/lE U YTO 4 3axody, To ¢ Tobonm u caenat!.. MHoro Bonu pgan a Tebe,
KatepuHa, pna 3Ty Aypb 9 u3 T1ebs BbI6GUTbL cyMmet! CkaxuTe Ha MWIOCTb,
KaKyl oHa npenoHy ctasuT!.. En He yrogHo! [1a g cyMeto caenaTb Tak, 4Ttobbl
Tebe 6bI10 YyrogHo, nckanedy, uaMopoM usseay... Anb Tbl AyMaelb, YTO S U3-
3a OAHOro TBOEro HexoTeHbs pa30bbk MpaxoM BCe CBOW 3aMbiC/bl... HeT,
KaTepuHa, BMAHO, Tbl MEHS He 3Haewsb! beperncb 4OBOANTL MEHS A0 rHeBa, a
Konn poBenélb — NeHsn Ha cebs!

Monogas KHs>XXHa MoJSlYa BbiCNywana rHEBHYHO Tupany paccBuMpenesLlero
oTua. Hu oamH MycKyn He ApOrHyn Ha eé 6neaHoM nuue, 03apEéHHOM

TpeneTHbIM CBETOM J1YHbl, W TOJbKO Tr/a3a eé&, Ka3aNocCb, eLé 6onble



notemHenn n ewé 6onblle ywnu B opbuThl.

- BaTiowka, — TakxXe X0/I04HO CKasasa OHa, — Bbl BOJSIbHbl B MOEN XMU3HWU U
CMepTu — 3TO npaBAa, Bbl MOXeTe MeHs ybuTb, HO He 3acTaBUTe U3MEHUTb
AAHHOMY cfioBy. [OBOpPKO BaM, U rOBOPK COBEPLUEHHO CEPbE3HO, UYTO HMKOrAaa
He MOKOPKCb, €CNn Bbl B CBOK oO4yepeab He corlacutecb Ha Te yCroBuS,
KOTOpble 51 Npeanoxy.

Anekcen puropbeBuY caenasn peskoe ABMXKEHMEe PYyKOW, TOYHO cobupasicb
yAapuTb A04Yb, HO MOTOM nepeayMmasn, MeaNleHHO OnyCTWUA PyKYy M roA0CoM,
NOAHbIM HaCMELW/INBOM UPOHUMK, CKa3as:

- Hy-C, MOCMOTpMUM, KakKume Takue yCnoBUS Xenaelwb Tbl NpeanoXuTb MHe?
Cka3bliBau.

KHs>XHa npoBena pykow Mo sinuy, CNOBHO OTrOHAS KaKyk-TO AOKYYIMBYIO
MbICNb, W 3aroBopuna:

- Mpexpae Bcero s Tpebylo...

- Tpebyewsb! - HacMewnneo nepebun JOAropyKui.

- [1a, nMeHHO Tpebyto, — noBTopuna Kartsa, — Tpebyto, a He npouwy, — 4TO6bI
Bbl AJaXe WU He AyManu npecnegosatb Opuapuxa.

- Bcé? - cnpocun JoNropykui.

- Het, ewé He Bcé. Kpome TOro, 8 xouy, 4ytobbl Bbl NMpeaocTaBuIM MHe
NOJSIHYIO CBOBOAY M HE WMUOHMAM TaK 3@ MHOM, Kak LWNMOHWAX 4O CUX NOp...
Anekcen 'puropbeBuY XOTEes 4YTO-TO CKa3aTb, HO 3a[0XHYNCA OT rHeBa, M
TO/IbKO KAKOW-TO XpUMNJblK 3BYK BbleTen M3 ero ropsa. MuMHyTy Kasanocb,
YTO ero XBaTuUT yaap, — Tak nobarposeno ero nmuo. OH 6bICTPbIM ABUMXEHMEM
pa3opBasi BOPOT KPYXEBHOMO xabo n nonNHOM rpyabto MOTHY/T HECKOILKO pa3
CBEXWI BO34YyX. DTO 0bnerymno ero, n Toraa oH onsaATb HAKUHYCSA Ha A0Yb.

- [la KaK Tbl CMeelWb, AeBYOHKA?! — XpMUNI0 KPUKHYN OH.

- MoroauTte, 6aToWwKa, — pPe3Ko OCTaHOBW/IA €ro KHSXXHa, — Bbl, AOJIKHO
6bITb, NI0X0 NOHAAN Mo cnoBa. C BaMM roBOpPUT yxe He pobkas nokopHas
AeBo4Ka, Kakow S bblna A0 CUX NOP: CEerofHsWHAS HOYb Nepepoaunna MeHs...
YTo 6bl Bbl HM Aenann CO MHOM, KakK 6bl MEHS HM UCTA3anu, S HUKOraa He
nonay noa BeHeL, NpOTUB CBOEW BOMU, U €CNX Bbl AaXe HaCcUbHO, CBA3aBLUM

MEHA Nno pykKaM M HOram, noTawmnTeE B LEPKOBb, TaK A y6ery OT MNpecTtosia



Boxuna! He 3abbiBanTe, 4TO BO MHE TEYET Balla KPOBb M UYTO S KHSAXHA
Jonropykasl..

N B eé TOHe 6bINO CTONLKO BNACTHOM CaMOYBEPEHHOCTW, 4YTO Anekceun
FpuropbeBny nNoHsAN, 4To 6opbba Cc Katen HembicnMMa M 4TOo ecnn 6 OH
B3ayMan e€é HayaTtb, Tak nobega ocTtaHeTcs Ha €& CcTopoHe. W 3Tum
pa3MmbllLIEHNUS Pa30M YTULIWMAM €ro rHes, pa3oM M3MeHWIn ero obpalleHue ¢
A04Yepblo, N OH, YNbIGHYBLUNCL CaMOI BECENOWN, CaMOW NPUBETNAMBOM yNnbibKON,
NpOMONBUI, B35B €€ 3a pyKy:

- An pa oroHb geBka! He 3Han g, 4to Tbl, KaTiwowa, TakoBa. Hy, aasau
nommpumcs!

N oH nputaHyn Kk cebe pgoyb M xoTen eé nouenoBatb, HO Kata pe3sko
yBepHyacb U NpexHuMm BpaxaebHblM TOHOM cnpocuna:

- Hy Tak 4To Xe, cornacHbl Bbl, 6aTiowKa, Ha MO yCoBUSA?

- BrnonHe cornaceH!

- W rpady mMctntb He bypeTte?

- bor ¢ HuM! Tak u 6bITb, Npowato ero ang Teba! Hy a Tbl-TO Ha NOMNATHbIN He
B34yMaelb?

- HeT. Jenante 4to XoTuTte, — NnpobopmoTana OHa cpa3y ynasLWWM roa0coMm,

noBepHynacb N MEANEHHO HanpaBWiacb NO TPOMUHKE K AOMY.

Maesa X. NOABUI AHTPOIbIYA

Bacunun MaTtBeeBny bBapatuHckui 6bi1 HaBepxy 6naxeHctBa. CBaabby
pewunnu coirpatb nocne NeTpoBoK, — U Tenepb, Noka B AOME PyAHULKUX LN
NpUroToBaeHnst K ceaabbe, Noka ABOPOBbi€ MOPTHUXW, LWIBEU U KPYXXEBHULbI
3aroToBMSIN MPUAAHOE — OH 4YyTb He KaXAblh AeHb 6biBan y MSACHMUKMX
BOPOT, UeNbiIMKM 4YacamMu NpoCUXmMBasi C CBOEN HeBeCcToM B caay, NtbOBHO
rnaas B eé sacHble, Kak 6e3obnayHoe Hebo, M Takme xe ronybble, Kak
npo3payHas nasypb HebecHoro cBopa, rnasa um 6ontas o6blYHbIA B340p,
KOTOpbI TONbKO W UWAET B ronoBy BAKONEHHBIM M KOTOPOMY TOJIbKO
BNO6NEHHBbIE M NPUAAIOT 3HAYEHME.

XOoTS Takume 4yacTble BU3UTbl nocse obpyyeHuss 6bliM M HE B MOCKOBCKMX

obblyasix, HO CTapuk, BOCMUTAHHbIA Ha NMETPOBCKMUX HOBOBBEAEHUAX, HE



npensaTcTBOBaN 3TUM CBMAAHMAM MofoabixX ntoaen. M oH n EneHa AHapeeBHa
6blIM CYACTIMBbI CYAaCTbEM CBOEW AOYEPU M paAOBasIUCb, rSAs8 Ha MONOAYHO
napou4ky, NH60BHO WENTaBLLYOCS B Yrosike Teppachbl, NOKa CTapuku BMecTe C
asaen bapATMHCKOro urpanun B KapTbl WM MUPHO 6eceaoBanu 0 NPUABOPHbIX
aenax.

A npuaBopHble Jena, 3aHMMaBLIME BCK MOCKOBCKYK 3HaTb, HeMaso
MHTepecoBann U PygHuUUKKUX, N cTapuka bapsTuHckoro!

Cnyxu, HocumBWMECA B nMNocneaHee BpeMsi, He npeasewann HuU4Yero
yTewmnTtenoHoro. [onropykume ycunumBanucbe BCé 6onee u 6onee, U B
NPUABOPHbIX Kpyrax TnMo4YTM C YBEPEeHHOCTb CTanu noroBapmeatb O
npeanonaraeMon XXeHutbbe MonoAoro uaps Ha KHskHe EkaTepuHe. Maptusa
Ennzasetbl [leTpOBHbl COBEPLWIEHHO MoTepsna 3HayeHue, TMOoTOMYy 4To
rocygapb BCE ewé npoaosnkan rHeesaTtbCa Ha TETKY. [lo KpanHen Mepe,
npuHuecca Ennzaseta 6e3Bble3gHO XwWia B CBOEM MOAMOCKOBHOM WMMEHUU U
Nno4YTM He nosiBnsiiacb BO ABopue. Anekcen 'puropbeBuY Tak OBAagen HHbIM
LapéM, 4YTO MOYTM HWUKOro He AO0MycKan K HeMy, KpoMe CBOWX KNeBPETOB, U
CTapancsa yaansiTb ero OT BCeX rocyAapCTBEHHbIX Aefl, YBO3Sl ero Ha caMmble
AanbHWE OXOTbl U MPOryJsiKK.

[ena rocypapctBa HaxoAunCb B BeAEeHUM BEPXOBHOMo COBETa, U3 LWeCTu
YleHOB KOTOpPOro ABOe npuHagnexann K damunnm Jonropykux; ONOBKWH
noytn ymmpan, OctepMaH MOYTUM HM BO UYTO HE BMELWIMBANCS, @ OCTalbHble
aABoe - Muxamn Muxamnosud u  OMutpun Mwuxannosmd [ONUUbIHbI —
npeanoynTanu gepxatb pyKy Anekces puropbeBnya. He noTomy, MOHATHO,
YTO OHM CO4YYBCTBOBaNM €ro 4ectonrbuBbiM 3aMbiClaM, He MNOTOMY, 4TO
Xenanu cnocobCcTBoBaThb €ro BO3BbIWEHWUIO, @ MPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO UM 6bIIIO HEe
noa cuny 6opotbcs € JONropykKuMMU, MyCTUBLUMMMK Takue rnyboknme KOpHU u
npv ABOpe, U B roCcyaapCTBEHHOM yrpaBfieHun, 4To He MonuubiHbIM 6b110 NoA
CWUNY CBEPrHyTb UX.

Ho To, 4TO 3aHMMano CTapukoB, TO, YTO BOJIHOBANO WX, — Mano Tporasno
MonoAblxX ntoaen. Y Hux 6blnn CBOM MHTEpEChbi, CBOM Me4Tbl U HaaexAabl, wu,
3aHATble CBOUM JINYHBIM cYacTbeM, AHIOTa U MonoAon BapATUHCKUIA Kak 6bl n

nos3abblin, 4TO NOAUTUYECKUE UHTPUTU MOIryT KOCHYTbCA WU WUX, 4YTO



NPUABOPHOE KPY>XEBO MOXET M UX OonyTaTb CBOMMU TOHKUMW, HO KPenKumu
HUTSAMMN.

OHu nobunu apyr gpyra — 1 B 3TOM A1 HUX 3aKaw4anca Becb Mup. Kakoe
UM 6bl10 Aeno A0 BO3BblWeHMsa [onropykux, kKorga mx cepaua bunmce Tak
COornacHo, C/I0BHO BTOPS ApYr ApPYry CBOMMW yAapaMu.

N TONbKO MHOrga, HEBONbHO paccnbliwae damunuio [JOoNropykoro, 4acro
yNOMWHABLUYKOCA B pas3rosope Ccrapukos, Bacunuin MaTBeeBUY HEPBHO
B34parmeasn, BCMOMMHAsA CBOW HeAaBHME TPEBOMM U My4deHusi, CBOK PeBHOCTb
K Anekceto Muxamnosumuy m CBO AYy3/b C HUM...

Ho 6e306nayHoe cyacTbe, KOTOpOe Ternepb HAroJHSAM0 ero, Mano-nomany
n3rnaguno u3 ero naMaTm 3TU TsHKEnble BoOcCnoMuHaHus. OH 3abbin o0
JonropykoM u 6b1n1 BNOAHE yBepeH, 4YTo U ToT 3abbin 0 HEM. TeM 6onee u4To,
WHOr4a BCTpe4yascb BO ABopue WM y 0bwmMX 3HaKOMbIX, OHM He KIaHSAIUCb
Apyr apyry, obaasass oAMH ApYyroro XonoAHbiM, 6e3pasfinyHbIM B3rnsigoMm,
KaKMM CMOTPSAT Ha COBEpPLUEHHO HE3HAKOMOro, COBEPLIEHHO HEWHTEpPECHOro
yenoseka... W bapatuHckmn 6bin ybexaéH, uto Anekcen Mwuxannosud
NPUMUPUICA C Hen3bexXHOCTbo Ccyabbbl, NpPOCTUA CBOEMY HeAaBHEMY
NPOTUBHUKY MpeanoYTeEHNE, OKAa3aHHOEe KHSHXXHOWM PyaHMUKOW, M yTewwnncs
HOBbIMM nobegamMu, MNOTOMY 4YTO C HEKOTOPOro BPEMEHW CTanu CUbHO
norosapmBaTtb 06 ero yxaxuBaHuu 3a pgodepbto rpada AnpakcuHa, -
yXaXuBaHUN, KOTOpPOEe, N0 BCEM BEPOSATUSAM, AOSHKHO OKOHYUTbCSA CBaabbOoW.
Ho BapsatnHckuin ownbancs.

Jonropykui Huyero He 3abbii, Aa u He xoten 3abbiTb. Ero camontobusbin,
3N06HbIN XapakTep He MOr MpUMUPUTBLCS C yAaden conepHuka. [llpasaa,
BCTpeyasscb ¢ Bacunmem MateBeeBuuyeM, [JONropykun oKuabiBana e€ro
paBHOAYLWHbIM B3rns4oM, — HO 3To 6bIN10 Toraa, Koraa bapsaTUHCKKMIA cMmoTpen
Ha Hero. A Bcneg eMmy OH 6pocan Takume 3106Hble, NOAHbIE HEMPUMUPUMOM
HEHaBWUCTU B30pbl, YTO, OrNsSsHUCb Bacunun MaTtBeeBMY U MorMan OAUH U3
TakKuMX B30pPOB, — OH HEBOJIbHO 6bl Ucnyranca n He ctan 6bl HAQEATbCS, 4TO
npownoe Anekceem Mmnxannosmyem Tak xe 3abbITo, Kak 1 UM.

HeT, KHA3b JONrOPYKNUA HUYEro He 3abblin.

He 3a6bin OH M NpUKasaHus, AaHHOro AHTPOMbIYY, KOTOPbIA BCE ewé Meau



C ero UCnosiHeHmneM, - 1 eLé HeaaBHo, Npu3Bas ero K cebe, ckasan:

- Hy uTO, cTapas Kpbica, [0Aro Thl TAHYTbCA byaelwb?

- [loroan, Bawe cuAaTenbCTBO... lloaxoasdwero cnayyas He BbIXOAWNO... -
OTBETUN CTapuK.

- Tak ero, »3TOro csy4yas-to, MOXEeT, W [0 BTOPOro nMpuLLIECcTBUA He
AOXAELWbCA... YX A Xaan-xaan, Aa v XXA4aHKU-TO noTeps.

AHTpONbIY pa3Bés pykamu.

- Hunyero He nopgenaelwsb, rocydapb KHA3b. YTO KacaemMo A0 MEHS, — Y MeH4
BCE HanaxeHo. Kak NTuyka B CUMIOK, — TYT e M wenyok. [la n B CUIOK-TO
eLlé He 3aMaHuIu...

- [1a " BOBEK, MOXET, He 3aMaHunWwb?! — cepanTo BOCKAUKHYN JONropyKun.

- 3a4yeM TaK, BaWe CUATeNbCTBO, rOBOPUTb.. 3aMaHUTb - b6ecnepeub
3aMaHuM, — 06naunBo Bo3pasusl AHTponbld. — MoroanTb TONbKO HaAO0Tb.

- CmoTpun, ctapbi gbsison! Jorognwbcs Tbl UX cBaAbbbl. [1eTpoB AE€Hb-TO He
3a ropamu.

- byabte 6e3 cymneHus, Balwe CUATENbCTBO, — OTO3BancA AHTPOnMbIY. —
BpemMsa He ynycTuM. A 4yTO roauMTb HaAo - TakK CaMW X Bbl M3BONWUAM TaK
npenopyyunTb.

- 4?! fa Tbl ¢ yma cowén!

- Hy, BOoT ewé! He Baw npukas, 4tobbl C onackon aencrteoBatb... Konn 6ol
6e3 onackm ga Ha 6eny cBeTy — TakK XOTb HOHYE MPUKOHUYUTbL MOXHO. TONbKO
Kak 6bl MOTOM LUyMa He BbILWJO...

- HeT-HeT, WyMy He Hafo, — TOPONIMBO NPOMONBUA JONrOpYyKUN.

- Hy, TO-TO 1 OHO-TO, — CHUCXOAUTENbHO Yblbascb CyxuMn rybamm, 3ameTun
CTapukK. — A camu ropsaumTbCsa ussonute. Y 6yabTe CNOKOWHbI. YTO AHTpOMbIY
ckaszan - Tak un 6yaet. N3Beaém Bawero sopora. Tonbko 06oXxaute ManocTb,
AanTe MHe ero B JIOBYLUKY 3aMaHUTb...

- Hy, nagHo, crtapas kapra, — nocne HebonbWwoOro pasayMbs COrlacuics
Anekcen Mmuxannosud. — Ho TO/IbKO MOMOMHM: KOJIM OHM O6BEH4YaloTCsa Aa Thl
BpEMS YNyCTULWb — He 6bITb Tebe XMBOMY: CBOMMU pyKamu npuayLly...

N OH Tak rHEBHO CBEPKHYN rfiazamMmm, 4to AHTPONbIY B34POrHYy/1 BCEM TEIOM U

KY6ap6M BbIKaTN1CA U3 KOMHAThI.



Crapuky He 6bI10 HWMKakoro pacyéta o6MaHbiBaTb CBOEro rHEeBHOro
rocnoguHa. lpexae BCero OH XOPOWO 3Han ero Xapakrtep M notoMmy 6bin
yBepeH, 4To Anekcer MnxannoBmy He 3ayMaeTcs UCMNOJSIHUTbL CBOK Yrpo3y M
6e3 BCAKOWM Xanoctn ybbéT ero, ecnm oH He CAepXWUT croBa. Kpome Toro, oH
paccuuTbiBan orpabutb bapsTUHCKOro, Nonosb30BaTbCA HEMAsbIM, TaK Kak OH
yXe MpoHtoxan, 4to Bacunuin MatBeBud HOCUT C coboro 6onblume AeHbru.
OTKyna OH Nony4Yun 3TU cBedeHus, — 3To 6bina ero TaMHa; HO 3TO B
AEeNCTBUTENbHOCTU bblNo Tak. BapATUHCKUI B npexHee BpeMs, A0 3HAKOMCTBA
C KHS>XXHOM PyaHuuKon, 6bln CTpaCTHbIM UIPOKOM, XOTS M He 6bll KyTunon. U
yTo6 MMeTb nNpm cebe cBobogHble AeHbrM ANS UrPbl, OH HOCW/T COTHU TpwU
30/10TbIX, 3aWMUTbIMKU B Mosice No4 MyHAUMPOM. UrpaTb OH NOTOM 6pocwun, HO
NOSIC C 30/10TOM Ha4YMHKOM MpoAO/KAN HOCUTb MO KAKOW-TO CTPaHHOWM
npuBblyKe. BOT Ha 3TOT-TO MOSAC M paccyuTbiBan AHTPOMbIY, KaK Ha nunuwee
BO3HarpaxaeHue 3a MUCMNoJIHeHMe CTpaWHOro Agena, B3ATOro UM Ha cebs no
nopy4yeHunto Anekcess Muxamnosmya. N ecnn Ao cMX nop OH ewé He NOKOHYUN
Cc BapaTMHCKMM, Tak TONIbKO MOTOMY, YTO mnpecTynneHue TpeboBano 4YMCTOM
OTAENKU, 4YTO HYXHO 6bl10 cnpsTaTb BCe KOHUbl B BOoAYy, @ ANA 3TOro
TpeboBanocb HenpeMeHHO 3aMaHuUTb Bacunua MaTBeeBu4ya B Kakoe-HUOYyAb
rnyxoe MecTto, Yero A0 CUX Nop caenaTtb He yAanocb. AHTPOMbIY BCE BbiXuaan
yAOOHOro cny4yas v HakoHeLU-Taku A0XAasCcs.

B nocneaHee Bpemsa Bacunun MaTtBeeBuMy NOYTU HUrae He 6biBan, npoBoAs
uenble AHW y CBOEW HeBecCTbl. TO/IbKO O4YeHb M3peaka OH HaBellan CBOUX
npusatenen, BenbsmuHoBa u CeHsABMHA, Aa M TO npeanoyduTtan, 4To6 OHMK
nocewlann ero Kak MOXHO 4aule, He CUYMTasiCb C HUM BuauTamu. lNpuatenu
CHa4ana Aynmcb Ha bapaTUHCKOro, U3MEHUBLLENrO0 CBOUM MPEXHUM MPUBbIYKaM
M obblyasiM, HO 3aTeM NPUMUPUINUCL C HEM3BEXHOCTbIO M 4YyTb He Kaxaoe
YyTPO 3aABASA/INCL K HeMy, 4Tobbl nobontaTb O pasfIMYHbIX NyCcTaKax. 2DTO
BOWIO B TaKYyl MNPMBbLIYKY, YTO BapATMHCKMA CTpawHO M3YMWSICSA, KOoraa B
OAVH MpeKpacHbIn AeHb BenbsiMUHOB ABUACS O4UH.

- A rae xe CeHsBUH? — yamBuacs bapsatuHckun.

- WyT ero 3HaeT! - oTo3Banca BenbaMMHOB. — He npuwén KO MHe HOHYe.

— A Tbl K HEMY He 3axoaun?



- Het. [la oH, MoxeT, npocnarn... [pnaét eweé.

Ho CeHsiBUH He npuwén. He npuwén oH M Ha Apyron AeHb. HakoHey Ha
TpeTui aeHb BenbaMnHoB aBMICA K BapsSATUHCKOMY CMAbHO BCTPEBOXEHHbIN.

- A 3Haewb, CeHABMH-TO Beab Nponan!.. — 3akpuyan oH ewé c nopora.

- Kak nponan?!

- [a Tak. 3awén 9 K HeMy HOHYe, a Bacunbuy — ero AeHLWKnK — rOBOPUT, 4TO
OH Y>X TPeTblo HOYb AOMa He Ho4yeBan...

- [a Kyna e oH agenca?!

- A 3TO HeBeAOMO...

Ncue3sHoBeHne CeHsiBMHA He TOSIbKO M3YMW0, HO U MONOXUTENbHO UCAyrasnao
obounx npuarenen. o cux nop He cnyvanocb ewé HuM pasy, 4tob OH Tak
BHe3anHo nponaaan u3 agoma. OH He 6bin HM 60AbWKMM KYTUION, HU 60NbLINMM
nwobutenem NO6OBHbIX MNOXOXAEHUW, WU eCnn U OoTay4anca M3 goma, Tak
TONIbKO Ha OXOTy, Aa W TO B conpoBoXxaeHunm obomx cBoux apysen, 6es3
KOTOpbIX, KaK OH CaM roBopw/, M B OX0Te He byaeT yaauu. Mo3ToMy ero
TAaMHCTBEHHOE OTCYTCTBME, COBEpPLIEHHO HW4YeM He 06bACHMMOoe, HaBeno
BapstuHckoro u BenbssMMHOBa Ha O4YeHb TPEBOXHble Mbican. Cnydau
BHe3amnHbIX UCYE3HOBEHUN NPONCXOANIN HEpeaKo B TO BpeMs. CTOMNO TONbKO
HaXWTb CWUJIBHOrO Bpara, M 4YenoBeK, OCYHACTNMB/IEHHbIA TaKOW Bpaxaou,
ncyesan beccnegHo, ecnm B TOM BCTpedanacb HeobxoaAnMocCTb. HO, HAaCKONbKO
3Hanu ero Apysbs, y CeHaBMHA He 6blNI0 HUKAKUX BparoB, TakK Kak OT 6bin
yenoBekoM He3M06MBbIM, HU C KEM HWKOrga He CCOpuacsa M pacnonaran K
cebe gaxe caMbiX YEPCTBbIX NHOAEN CBOUM OTKPbITbIM XapaKTepoM M BeCEnomn
6ecneyHocTbto HpaBa. OcTaBanocb ewé npeanosioXuUTb TOMbLKO OAHO, — 4TO
CeHsiBMH nonan B pykKu TEMHOro nwoaa, Aep3ko pasborHunyaswero B Mockse
HOYHOWM MopoNn. XoTa 1 3TO 6bl10 NoABEPXKEHO 6ONLLIOMY COMHEHWUIO, TaK Kak
BOJIbHbIA 104 peAKo Hanagan Ha odwuuepoB, aa u CeHABUH OTAM4Yancs
3aMeyaTesibHOM U3NYeCcKor cuiom n He pancsa 6bl nerko B oéuay.

- HyxxHo 6yaeTr ero otbickaTb! — nocne HebonbWOro pasayMbs ckasan
BapaTuHCckuii. — Yan, He nronka, CoBCceM 3arnponacTb HE MOXET.

- [la rae xe Mbl ero uckatb-To 6ygem? — cnpocun BenbsiMMHOB.

- A BOT NoAOXAEM AeHbKa ABa; KONM He 06bsaABUTCA cCaM, TakK M MOYHEM MO



MockBe WwapuTb.

— A B CbICKHOM NpuKa3s 3asB/AATb HE XOo4ellb?

- 3as8BUTb-TO MOXHO, Aa TO/NK-TO Kakon B TOM 6yaeT? Afnb Tbl HE 3HaelWb, Kak
Yy Hac B CbICKHOM poO3bicke genatot? Konu geHbrn y Tteba nponanu, — ewe,
MOXET, OTbIlWyT, MNOTOMY MNOJIOBUHY U3 HUX cebe BO3bMyT. Hy, a uyenoseka
NUCKaTb He CTaHyT. HeT, MuwykK, Mbl yX ny4dwe c Tobor camm pacnopsammcs.

N npuatenn NOKOHYMAM HA 3TOM pasroBop O MNpornasweM JApyre, pewuvs
nepexaaTtb ABa AHSA, @ 3aTEM MPUHSATLCH 3@ €ro po3bICKU.

BenbssMmHOB nocupgen ewé HeMHOro M 3aTteM OTNpaBwWACA B Kas3apMbl, a
Bacununin MaTtBeeBuny noexan K CBOen HeBecTe.

Bcé BpeMsa, Noka OH cuaen C Hew, OH No4YTu He ayman 06 McyesHOBeHUU
CeHsiBMHA, HO CTOW/IO TONbBKO €My MpOCTUTbCA C MOJIOAOW [AEBYLUKOW W
OTNPaBUTLCA AOMOWN, KaK TPEBOXMBLUME ero YTPOM MbIC/IM NOSBUINCL CHOBA.
"M Kypa OH MOr TONbKO JAeBaTbCA? — AyMman bapaTuHCKUK, MeaneHHo
noAéprmvBas BOXXKaMuU W [axe He 3aMedyas Toro, 4Tto nowaab, bexaswas
NErkonm pbICLOM, NOCTENEHHO MNepewsia Ha war, — BOT YX He 4asn 8 Takow
HanacTM. HewTo M BNpsIMb OH TOJILKO Ha OXOTy KyAa oTnpaswunca? [a HeT,
6bITb TOro He MoXxeT! — 6bICTPO BO3pa3una oH cam cebe, — 6€3 Hac OH AonNpexb
wary He genan, ga v tenepb He caenaet. HeTt, TyT 4uTOo-TO He TO! JO/IKHO, U
BNpsaMb nonasncs Cawyxa B pa3bonHMuUbM pyKU. TONbKO KaK Xe 3TO OHU C
TakuM MONOALOM ynpaBuIncek..."

Noabexan OH K AOMY, KOr[a yXe COBCeM CTeMHes10. Houb 6bis1a TéEMHas, XoTs
N cBeTuna nyHa, Ho Hebo 6bIN0 3akyTaHO obnakaMu, KOTOpble TONbKO
n3peagka npopbiBaJMCb Ha TOM MecTe, rae ropen eé 6neaHbln cepn, W
Ka3asiocb, YTO He obnaka CKOMb3AT MUMO JIyHbl, @ OHA caMa HecéTcs no Heby,
npopesbiBasi CBOMM OCTPbIM CEPOM BOJSIHUCTYHO TKaHb Tyu.

BapATMHCKUIA OCTaHOBM CBOIO foWaAb Y CaMblX BOPOT, Bbl/l€3 U3 OAHOKOJIKK
N HeTepnenueo NOCTy4Yan KynakoM B KanuTtky. Ero, ouesmaHo, xaanu, notomy
YTO 3a KaJIMTKOM: TOTHAC XXe 3aluMbirasan waru, a Yyepes MrHoBeHue 3arpemer
3aCOB, HO Ka/luTKa He Yycnena pacnaxHyTbCa, Kak nepea Bacunuem
MatBeeBnyeM BbIpoCia 4bsA-TO cropbsieHHass ¢urypka, BblHbIpHYBLUAS W3

MpaKa, HaABUHYBLUETroCcA CO BCEX CTOpPOH W 3anoJIHUBLLUEIO cobon BCé



BO34YLUHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO. DTO 6bINI0 TaK HEOXUAAHHO, 4YTO BapATUHCKMI
N3YMNEHHO OTLWIATHYJICS M HEBOJIbHO CXBATUJICSA pyKon 3a adec ceoen cabnu.
HeB3pauHaa durypka mexay TeMm noaBuHynacb ewé 6numxe u, OTBECUB
NOYTUTESIbHbIA NOKJIOH, 3aroBopuna:

- He obeccyabTte, Bawe cMATeNbCTBO, UTO B pa3roBop C BaMu BCTynaw. [eno
[0 Bac ecTb, 1 60NbLLOK BaXXHOCTU AENO.

- Y10 Takoe? Cka3biBaun!

- Yain, BegoMo BaM, 4YTO rocrnogmH nopyydnk CeHssBUH W3BOAWA M3 AOMa
OTNYYUTbCA...

Bacunuin MateBeeBu4, ycnblwaB damunmio CeHsiBMHA, MNOJOXUTENbHO
obpagoBancsa 3ToMy TaUHCTBEHHOMY BECTHUKY, AaXKe UCMyrasleMy ero CBoOMM
HeOoXMAaHHbIM MOosSIB/IEHNEM, U BbICTPO CNPOCUII:

- Tbl OoT AnekcaHapa VMeaHoBuua? 'ge oH? Kyaa oH npoBanuica?

- Tak TO4YHO-C, OT WX MWUNOCTU, — MNOATBEPAMN CTapu4yok. — Cnyuymnacb C
rocnoAMHOM MOpy4YnkoM 6onbliass HenpuATHOCTb: U3BOAWMAM  OHWU B
"BepTywKy" nonactb, npourpanucb, U Tenepb uMx 6e3 TOro He OoTnycKatoT,
nokesnya CBOM AONr He OTAAaAyT.

CMyTHOe nopo3peHue weBesbHY/10Cb B aywe bapaTtuHckoro. OH 3Han, 4to
CeHaBUH nHorga nobuT nepeknHyTbCS B KapTULLKW, HO B TO XXe BpeMs 3Han
€ero 3a yenoseka, HecnocobHOro yeneybcs nurpon u tem 6onee B "BepTywke",
KaK Ha3blBannUCb npexae Menkue UropHble NPUTOHbI, KON-rae TUBLUMECS MO
OKpamHaMm MockBbl. HO B TO e camMoe BpeMs TOH CTapuyka 6bl1 O4YeHb
UCKpPeHeH, n bapAaTMHCKMIA nogyman npo cebs:

"MoxeTt, n Bnpasay Cawyxa nonan B ob6aenky. 3aTAHYM Manoro Kakue-
HMbyab 6naronpusatenn aa n 6pocmunu. Y Hawero 6bpaTta Takas nosaaka ectb".
M OoH CHOBa cnpocui cTapuyka:

— A MHOro AOJ1KEeH-TO OH?

- [da nopsao4YyHo. YepBOHHbLIX ABaguatb, a To M nobone. O4YMHHO Bac
rocnoauH CeHsABMH Npocunun n3 6eabl BbI3BOAUTD...

BapATMHCKUIA nogyMan C MUHYTY, 3aTeM KPUKHYN KOHIOXY, B 3TO BPEMS yxe
OTBOpPMBLLEMY BOpPOTa M BBOAMBLUEMY floWaib BO ABOpP, YTO6 OH He pacnpsran

nowaab, U CHOBa O6paTVIJ'ICFI K CTapUn4Ky.



- A fganeko 3Ta BepTywKa-To?

- Hebnusko-c. Mountan 3a CywésbiM, 6113 HanpyaHoro.

Bacunuin MatBeeBny He ctan 6onble paccnpawuvBaTb. OH onNATb ycencs B
TapaTtamky U KPUKHYJT KOHIOXY':

- Ckaxwu, VMBaH, aaawwke, 4ytob OH He A0XMAANCA MEHS YXWHaTb... A NyCTb
KO MHEe B OMOYMBAJIbHIO KYCOK XOJSIOAHOM AWYMHBbI NOCTaBAT. Kak BepHYCb,
yTobbl NOXeBaTb 4TO 6bINO. Hy, CcTapuHa, - ckasan oH, obpawasicb K
CTapuuky, — Bfe3an-Ka cga, aa u noegem.

CTapuMyok He 3acTaBuil NOBTOPSATb MpeasioXXeHne un TOporsMBO BNe3 B
TapaTtanky. DBapsaTUHCKWIA XNecTHy/n nowaidb BOXXaMu, OHa noaxBaTwuia

KPYMHOI PbICblO M NMOHEcNa TapaTankKy B HEMPOrISAHY TbMy HOUM...

nasa XI. B PA3SBOMHWYbEM 'HE3AE

B TOT caMbin Beuep, Koraa bapaTnHCKu oTnpaBusics BblpydyaTb CeHaBMHA U3
"BepTywkun", 4yaca 3a Tpu A0 3TOro, B 3HAKOMOM HaM [JOMWUKe B cefe
HanpyaHoM cobpanacb uenas "kymnaHus". 3gecb 6bin v gaaa Mutam, wu
AHTpPOMbIY, U KAKOW-TO MONIOAOM MapeHb C ONyXWWM OT MbAHCTBa JIMLOM WU
BCK/IOKOYEHHbIMM BOJSIOCaMK, LENON LWankKoW OKpyXaBwuMK ero 60nbluyto
KOTNnoobpasHyto rososy, n ase 6abbl, ogHa NOMONOXe, Apyras nocraplwe, HO
obe pocTaTouyHO HenpeseHTabenbHOro BMAA, PpacTpénaHHble, rps3Hbie W
NoAynbsHbIE.

B HM3eHbKOWM AYLWHOW KOMHaTe, efle OCBELEHHON AbIMUBLUEN NYUYUHOM, 6bIN0
[0 TOr0 HaKypeHO MaxopKom, YTo Knybbl AbiMa obnakamu BuMcenu B BO3AyXe.
Kypunn Bce — n MyxXuuHbl, n 6abbl, C KaKUM-TO OCTEPBEHEHMEM 3aTArMBasiCb
KpenyanwmnMm AbIMOM M3 KOPOTEHbKOW TPYybOuKM, TO U AeN0 nepexoamBLuen n3
pPYK B pyku. Ho ewé vawe, yem Tpybka, B pykax cobeceaHWKOB BUAHENUCH
CTaKaH4YMKM C 3eneHoBaTbiM epodenyeM, uenbin WwTod KOTOPOro Kpacosancs
Ha CTo/Mle, CpeaAn HEeCKOSbKMX JIYKOBbIX FOJIOBOK, KYCKOB peabku U COonu,
rPYAKOM HacCbIN@HHOW MPSIMO Ha rpsA3HYl AOCKYy cTtona. WTod yxe onycten
HanonoBuHy; nuua cobecegHukoB, U 6e3 Toro 6arpoBble OT KpaCHOBATOMO
CcBeTa /ly4uHbl, ewé 6onee nobarposenu; rnasa MNoCONOBEIN W HANUIUCH

KPOBbHO, a A3blKN pa3BA3asZinCb OKOHYATENIbHO, U 0T|3b|BO‘-IHbIl71 AOoTONE roBop



NPOTPATMACA B KAKOM-TO HEACHbIM Tys, U3 KOTOPOro BbIPpbiBaJIMCb TOJIbLKO
OTAesNbHble CNI0BaA, NPONU3HOCUMbIE KaKMMN-TO BCKPUKAMM.

Ho 3TO npoponkanoCb HeAonro, U AHTpPOMbIY, OYEBUAHO 1aBEHCTBOBABLUNI
34€eCb, Pe3KO BOCKJ/IMKHYN:

- Hy, 6yaet rangetb, yeptu! Hano tenepb 1 0 gene NoroBopuTb.

- Cka3sbiBan! — oto3Banca Mutan, cnesas C NexaHKuW, Ha KOTOpowW cuaen, u
noaxoas 6aunxe K AHTpOMbIYy.

AHTpOMbIY, AepXaBWWUin B pykax TpybKy, 3aTaHyNCd, CNAOHYN, nepenan eé
MuTAao 1 3arosopun:

- HoHunua, pebsara, 6yaem geno agenatb.

- Mopa, 3axaannck yX, — 3aMeTu/ NapeHb.

- Hy BOT 1 goxpaancs. A To, BUAHO, y Tebs pyKn vewyTcs.

- YewyTtca v ecTb.

- Hy n yewwu ux onocns, koraa yepén npuaét, — cepanto 6ypkHyn Mutan, -
Aa He Mewan HaM o0 aene rosoputb! Hy Tak ckasbiBanl, AHTPOMbIY, KakK Tbl €ro
CUATENBbCTBO-TO 3a5y4YnUTb AyMaelb?

— A yX 3TO MOE paeno. lNpenoctaBnuTb BaM NpeaoCcTasB/lo, a pacnopsXaTbCs Bbl
onocna 6ypete. TonbkKO, 4yp, yroBop nydwe pgeHer; 6e3 MeHA ero He
pasneBaTb.

- A 4TO, BUAHO, KPYI/ISYKU €CTb?

- A yXe 3TO ongaTb-Takn Mo€ aeno!

- [la Tbl TO/IKOM cCKa3biBal! — onsaTb BCTYNWJCHA NapeHb. — Mbl Beab TOXe
AapoM paboTaTb HE HaMepeHbl.

- HukTOo gapom mn He 3actasnset! CBOK AOMO NOAYyYUTE, @ TONIbKO 6e3 MeHs
OENEXKN He HAaYMHaTb, — CaM pasaento.

— A Korga X Tbl ero npeaocTaBub? — cnpocmn Mutamn.

- A BOT 3aBeyepeeT CoBCeM, Toraa v nomay.

OpHa n3 6ab nomonoxe BCTynuia B pa3roBop:

- A Monofon KHA3éK anb CTapbin? — cnpocusia oHa.

- WMweb! - 3arorotan napeHb. — Wwb, 3aBmaywasn! Mano tebe Hac, 4yTto nu?

- Hy [Aa, o4yeHb Bbl HaM HYXHbl! — XpunabiM FONOCOM OTO3Banacb Apyras

6aba. - Balwe Aeno To/bKo BOAKY sonaTb!



MuUTAN cepamTo CTYKHY Ky/akoM no CTony.

- bypet ranMaHuTb-TO, 4Yeptn! He panyt n o pene cronkosaTbcda! Tak Kak
Xe, AHTpOnMbIY, 34eCb Mbl KHA3bKa-TO MPUCTYKHEM ajib B MHOE MECTO CBOJIOYb
ero?

- A oTO Kak xo4ewsb! MoOE peno - CNOBUTb. NTUYKY B CUJIOK, a@ roJIOBY
CBEpTbIBaTb Bbl en byaete. Tbl MHe ero Tonbko ybepu, ga TakK, 4tob UM N He
nonaxno...

- Y6epém, ansa va He ybpaTb! He BnepBon, He MaxoHbkue! — 6ypkHyn MuUTan.
AHTpOMbIY BCTanl CO CKaMbW, MNOAOWEN K OKHY W, CMYCTUB OKOHHMULUY,
3anblNéHHYI0 W 3arpsa3HEHHY0 A0 TOro, 4YTOo 4yepe3 Heé Moyt COBCEM He
NpobuBanncb Ny4n HaApPY>KHOrO CBETA, BbIFSHY HA ynuuy.

- OgHaye coBCeM yXX CTeMHes10, — cKasasn OH. — MOXHO n B noxoa uatu!

OH OTOWEéN OT OKHa, OTbiCKas CBOK LWAM4YoHKY, BansABLIYICA B Yrjay Ha
BOPOXe KaKOW-TO pyxnsaam, Haxsobydunna Ha rosioBy U HanpaBwu/iCa K ABEPU.

- Hy, 9 nowén! - KpukHyn OH C nopora. - A Bbl, 6paTubl, rOTOBbTECH,
npUMUTE rocT4a Kak cnepg!

- JTagHOo! — OTKAMKHYNCA MuTan. — OXy/nKM Ha pyKy He MOSIoXUM. A CKOpo
XOATb-TO?

- [a TaKk c yac, a MoOXeT, n nobone, Kak ynpassocCh.

N AHTpOnMbIY CKpbIACS 3a ABepbto. 1o ero yxoae B U3b&HkKe HECKOSIbKO MUHYT
uapuino MEpTBoe MonyaHue. MuTtan, kak 6bl 4TOo-TO 06ayMbiBag,
cocpenoTodeHHO nocackiBan Tpybouky, oOKyTbiBas cebs obnakamm abiMa u
NOMWHYTHO CMNIéBbIBas Ha nona. Monoaown napeHb, NepeMecTUBLUMNCS Tenepb
K CTONy, MeaneHHo xesan Kopky xneba, a 6abbl, He cMes WenoxXHyTbCH,
nornaabiBasiv CBOMMU OMYyXWUMU F1a3aMn Ha MYXWUKOB U A0OXUAANUCL, MOKa
Te HapywaT MONlYaHue.

- A uTO, 4849 MuTan, — 3aroBopun BAPYr NapeHb, — U NAyT 3TOT AHTpOnbIY!
- Wenbma ectectBeHHas! — cornacuncs Mutan.

- [a 6ynet Tebe kKyputb-TO! Nwb, BTIOXancs!

N napeHb noYTK HACUbHO BbipBan y Mutasa Tpybky. Mutam monya nornsgen
Ha Hero Kakmm-to 6eCcCcMbICNIEHHbIM B3r/1I940M U CHOBa OTBEN r/1a3a B CTOPOHY.

A napeHb 3aTAHYJ/1ICA HECKOJIbKO pa3 M CHOBa 3aroBOpwWII:



- W HapyeT Hac AHTpOMbIY, Kak NUTb AaTb!

- DTO No4yeMy Xe HagyeT? — yrptoMo cnpocun Mutaun.

- A notoMy 4To 6ecTtus!

"nasa Mutaa BApYyr rHEBHO CBEPKHYJ/IM, U OH TaK CUJIbHO yAapw/ KyJ/1lakoM Mo
CTOJNY, YTO NNYKOBULbI 3anpbirasan, COCKOYMUIN U NMOKATUINCL MO Nony.

— A 3TO UTO? — PABKHYJ OH.

MapeHb 3aroroTan.

- MHoro Tbl 3TuM BO3bMEwb! HeT, 6paT, AHTponbld — TOHKasa wTyka! Ero
Ky/lakOM He ucnyraews! A no-MoeMy, COBCEM He Tak MocTynaTb HAAOTb.

- A Kak xe? — eweé yrpromee cnpocun Mutsan.

- A Tak, 4To cnegyet AHTponbiYa 06MULWYNNTD.

- [la Kak Xe, 4épToB KyM? — BHe3anHoO pa303nuaca Mutan. - bypet Te
MAMANTBL-TO! TOBOPU TOSTKOM.

— A O4YMHHO NpocTo. Tenepb, K NpUMepy ckasaTb, OH HAC OOMULWYINTb XOYET,
a Mbl ero camu o6mMuwynnm. bes Hero, Buwb, He aenn! Ctano, npu rocnoanHe
KHA3e pAeHbra ectb. BocuysctBOBan? — W OH nykaso noaMuUrHyn MwuTsio
rnasom.

- Hy?! — 6ypKHyn TOT.

- BoT Tebe un Hy.

- [la kak xe Tbl ero obmumwynuuwb? Crano, no-TBoeMy, KHA38 ybuBaTb He
cnen?

- [NoyemMy He cneg! B nyywem Buae ykKoHTeHTyem!

- Tak 4yTo Xe aenaTb-To, AbsiBON?!

MNapeHb HacMewnmeo YnblbHyNCcsa, Hanun cebe CTakaHYMK BOAKW, 3asinoM
BbIMWJT €ro U Torga ToJIbKO NOBEPHYJCA onaTb K MUTSI0.

- A peno-to, Aaas Mwutain, oyeHb npocto. K npumepy ckasaTb, npuBenér
MBaH AHTpOMbIY rocnoauMHa KHA34. YTO HaM Jgenatb HaAoTb? Yrosop
MCNONHUTb... A TaM, K NMpuMMepy cKasaTb, MOXeM Mbl U VMBaHa AHTpOMblYa K
yepTsM CKOBOpPOAbl Nn3aTb nocnatb, a? Kak, aaaa Mutanm, ckaxewb?

N napeHb onATb NOAMWUIHYN CBOEMY YrptoMOMYy cobecegHWKy. Mutanm paxe
NPpUBCTaN CO CKaMbM — TaK rOpasu/iio ero HeoXWAaHHOoe rMpeasioxXeHue

cotoBapuwa. o rnasaMm ero, 3aropesBlNMCA 3N06HbIM aNYHbLIM OrOHbLKOM,



6b110 BUAHO, YTO 3TO NpeasioXeHue NMpULINoCbL EMY MO Aylle U 4YTO OH Aaneko
He npoyb n3baBUTbCA OT AHTpOMbIYaA, ANS TOro 4tobbl BOCMOSIbL30BATLCSA €ro
4yacTblo.

- A Beab Tbl AbsiBON, CeHbKa! — BOCKNIMKHY/1 HAaKOHeL OH 0406puTenbHO.
NMapeHb CaMOAOBOJ/IbHO YCMEXHYJ/ICS U MHOMO3HauYuUTeIbHO CAPOCUI:

- Tak npér?

- Npét! - cornacuncsa Mutsan.

— Ctano 6bITb, AHTpONbIYY KanyT?

— Ctano 6bITb, TakK.

Ha aTom pasroBop obopBancsi, n Mon4yaHuve Bouapunocb cHoBa. Oba oHu, u
MuTan, n aToT NnapeHb, KoToporo 3Banun CeHbkon Kocapém, npuHagnexanum K
paspsiay CaMblX OTYassHHbIX FOJI0BOPE30B, ewé HefaBHO MNPOMbIWISABLINX B
BOJIKCKNX pa3bonMHMUYbMX LWanKax U Tenepb OCHOBaBWKMXCA B Mockee B
Hagexae Ha xopowyk noxuy. Kopmunuua Bonra-maTtywka yxe He Morna
HaKOpMUTb TaK CbITHO, KakK npexae, HanouTb TaK MbsSHO, Kak B Oblabie
BpeMeHa Uuenble TbiCAunm 6poaskHoro nwoga, npuioTUMBLUEroca Ha eé
XXMBOMUCHbIX KPYTbiX 6eperax. BpemeHa CreHbkn Pa3nHa, Ka3anoCb, MUHYN
6e3Bo3BpaTHO. Mory4das Bons Benukoro [leTpa 3acTtaBuiia BCTPAXHYTbCS W
NeHuBble NOBOJIKCKNE ropoaa.

O6blyHble, OCBSLWEHHbIE BEKaMW MNOPSAAKM KPYTO M3MeHunmucb. OcobeHHO B
nocnegHue roabl CBOEro LapCTBOBaHUS BEMKUI NpeobpasoBaTenb C 06bI4HOM
dHepruem npuHANCA 3a BHYTpeHHee 61aroycTponMCcTBO CTpaHbl M MNepBbIM
aAenom obpatun BHMMaHuMe Ha pasboMHWMYMIA MpoMbICcen, NpouBeTaBLUMA Ha
Bonre. OtaaH 6bin CTporMi npukas No BCEM BOEBOACTBAM "MepenoBuTb
pa3bonHbIX Noaen Co BCEM TLWAHMEM, MOHeXe OT HebnaeHUs CrnoKOWCTBUSA
MHOMMe HenopsakKM NpPoOUCTEKAKT U pasopeHne MUPHbIM  rpa)kaaHam
npounssoantcs. OHbIM  pa3bonHunumii nwa, npeaBapuTenbHO OMpPOCUB  C
npucTpacTtmeMm, Mo 3acayraMm CMepTM 4pe3 KaTa npeaaBaTb, KOW Xe B
ybolncTtBe He 3aMeyeHbl — CCblaTb B CUMBMpCKME Mnpuropoabl B Lensx Ha
Tsénble paboTbl".

DTOT NpuKa3s 3acTtaBui BOeBO4, 0CO6eHHO BOeBOA MOBOJ/IKCKMUX, MPUHATLCS 3a

NMOBCEMECTHOE UCKOpPEHEHNE pa36OI7‘IHMKOB, M MHOIrme COTHU NX CNOXXUJn CBOU



OyMHble ronoBbl Ha naowaasx noa OCTPOM CeKMpon kaTta. Pa3bomHu4ecTBo
BCTPENeHyNoCb, He CTasio AENCTBOBATb YXe TaK OTKpbITO M 3abpanocb B
apemyuymne nebpu necoB, NMOKMHYB KoOpMunuuy Bonry, roe BMeCTO MpexXHUX
NEHUBbIX N HENOBOPOT/IUBbLIX CTPesbLOB MOSABUINCE NMETPOBCKME CONaathl, B
dopMynsipax KOTopbIX 3Ha4YMNMCb nobeabl Haj WBeaamu.

Mutan n CeHbka Kocapb ucCnbiTanu BCe MPeBPATHOCTM pPa3boMHOM XKWU3HK,
nobeiBanu n noa AcTpaxaHbiko, M Ha Kacnuu, >Xmnm m Ha [JOHY LIMPOKOM,
NPOMbILWASAN U B OPJIOBCKUX Necax, U BCE UM KaK-TO He ynblbanocb cyactbe,
BCé MM KaK-TO He 6b10 ygayuu, n BOT B NMOUCKaxX 3a CHACTbEM U yAAYen OHU U
NpuLaM Ha MOCKBY, pacCuMTbiBas, 4YTo 34eCb UM He NpUAETCA Tak ronoaaTb U
xonogaTtb, Kak ronoganm wn xonoganu A0 cux nop. B Mockee wuMm
NoCYacCTNMBUIOCL AencTBUTeNbHO 6onblwe. CobpaB BOKpyr cebss HECKONbKO
yesnloBeK TaKMX e rosioBope3os, AN KOTOPbIX NPOSMTb YenoBevYecKyr KpPOBb
6bIN10 TaK Xe Nerko, Kak oCywuTb Yapky Boaku, CeHbka U MUTSN NPUHSANCH
obaenbiBaTb CBOWM AENULWKK, CTapaTenbHO Npsidya KOHLUbl B BOAY U CTapasiCb He
nonactb B Nnanbl CbICKHOro rnpukasa.

OTcyTcTBMEe AHTpOMbIYa NMPOAO0/IXKANOCh YXe o4eHb Aonro. MNpowno novTn aBa
yaca, a HM ero, HU KHA39 bapsaTuUHCKOro eweé He 6bino.

- Kak 6bl Hac crapbin Xpbld He Haayn! - monsun CeHbka, HeTepnenueo
pacxaxxusas U3 yrna B yron mMs3béHkm v npucnywmsascb. Ho ero yytkoe yxo
He MOrno YynoBUTb HU4Yero, Kpome BOs pasbyweBaBwerocsa BeTpa, C
»KanobHbIM BM3roM 3anetasliero B Tpyby.

- Hy, Bpsa nn HagyeT, — oTo3Bancs Mutsan.

- Ewé kak HagyeT-TO!

- [1a emy 6e3 Hac He ynpaBuUTbCS.

- U3BecTHO, He ynpasuTbcsa! — oTo3Banacb AHUCbKA. — WWwb, OH Kakou
aoxnbin!  Konm KHA3EK-TO MOMOAOM, TaK OH €ero TakK KOKHEeT, 4To OT
AHTpONbIYa-TO, NOXanyn, MOKPEHbLKO oCcTaHeTcs!

- Hy TbI, 6aba, - npeHebpexutenbHO KpukHyn CeHbKa, — 4ero He B CBOE
Aeno BcTpesaewsb! [la n 4yero Bbl 34eCb NyTaeTecb-T0? Mutai, Benn-ka mm
MATU OPbIXHYTb!

Mutan 6pocmn cympadHbli B3rnaa B CTOpoHy 6ab 1 MaxHyn pykou.



- Ctynante! - ckasan OH.

- [a Mbl Huyero, Mutpuii CrenaHbiy! — BockankHyna 6aba nocrapwe, — Mbl
BaM He NoMewaeM. HaM TONbKO KHSA3bKa NornsaaeTb xotua.

- CkasaHo, ApbIXHYTb CTynawm, - Hy u wnaum! - cyposo 3ametun Mutan. -
Heuero okonaunBaTbcA-TO!

N oH KnHyn Ha 6ab cepauTbl B3rnsa.

AHUCbKa XoTena 6blN0 3aroBopuTb, HO €€ coToBapka oAépHyna €€, U OHKu
TOPOMAMBO YyWAM 3@ TnMedyky. A 4yepe3d MUHYTY OTTyda nocabiwancs
cAepXXaHHbIW WENOT N XMXUKaHbE.

CeHbka noaowWweén K OKHY, CNyCTWUA OKOHHMLY M BbICYHY/T FOJIOBY HapyxXxy.
Pe3knin nopbiB BeTpa BOPBAJSICA B OKHO W TaK KOJIbIXHY/ MAaMsa NYyYUHbI, 4YTO
OHa 4YyTb He MoTyxna, a no nony 6eweHo 3anpbirannM TeHW, TO BbITATMBASACH
[0 MoTosKa, TO CKUMaACh.

- Hunuero He cnbixatb, — cka3an CeHbKa, 0TXoAs OT OKHa.

- Moroab Manocte! — 3amMeTnn Mutan. — Yan, cemnyac v noxanytorT.

- 34€eCb NPUKOHYMM? — cripocut CeHbKa.

— 3a4eM 34ecb — B poLle MPUKOHYUM...

B 3T0 BpeMms pe3kuin cobaumin nan goHéccsa co aBopa.

— AHTponbI4v! — kpnkHyn CeHbka 1 6pocmncsa onpoMeTbio B ABEPb.

MuUTAn ToXe NOAHANCS C NaBKW U B BbDKMAATENbHOW Mo3e BCTan y cTona.
Mpowno HeCcKonbkKo MWHYT. [lBepb OTBOpwiacb, W B rOpHMUY, B
COMpOBOXAEHUU AHTPONMbIYa, BOWEN KHA3b BapsaTUHCKUN.

- Moxanynte, Bawe CUATENbCTBO, — [OBOPUSA AHTpOnbI4, — BOT 34€eCb
rocnoauH CeHsaBUH npebbiBaHMe MMeTb M3BONAT. lNoxanynte, BxoauTte, Aa Ha
NOpPOXKe-To, rNaauTe, He oCTynmuTech!

BapaTuHCKkuii caenan ewé war u, C yAMBNEHUEM [NS4AS Ha HEB3PAYHYIO
06CTaHOBKY, OKpYyXaBLWYyl €ro, m Ha 3Bepckoe nuuyo Mutasa, croaswero y
CTONa, Kak pa3 npoTuB Hero, TOpornJmMBo CANPOCUII:

- A rae xe CeHsABMH? YTO Xe 9 ero 34ecCb He BUXY?

Ho oTBeTa eMy He npuwnocbk AoxaaTtbcs. MNMoakpaswuniica c3agn CeHbKa M30
BCeX cun ypgapun ero AybuHon no rosose, U Bacmnuin MatBeeBu4, faxe He

BCKPUKHYB, KaK CHOM, PyXHY/ Ha MoJ.



naea XII. B CETAX JTIOBBU
Ho kyaa xe gesanca CeHABUH?
A peno 6bino oyeHb npocto. C AnekcaHapoMm WMeaHoBuuyeM CeHSABMHbIM
cnyyumnacb ovyeHb 06bIKHOBEHHAs UCTOpUSA, A0 KOTOpon, nepebupasi MOTUBBI
€ro WCYe3HOBEHWUHA, HUKAK He Mornu poayMmatbCs HU BapATUHCKUN, HK
BenbsamnHoB. OH nonwobun.
Jlto6oBb Npuwia K MOOAOMY rBapAenly CoBepLIeHHO BHe3arnHo, HaseTeB Ha
ero ewé He 3aTpoHyToe 6ypHbIM AblXaHMEM CTpacTu cepaue, Kak Hanertaet
BETEp Ha TUXYID, CNOKOMHYIO rfagb COHHOro 03epa, MMPHO ApeMSoWero B
NOPOCLIMX MBHSAKOM M TanbHUKOM b6eperax. M Kak BeTep, NMPOHECWNCL, pabuT
Boay W 6pocaeT e€ nNeHUCTbIMM BOMHaAMM Ha 6eperoBoM MNecok, — Tak U
CTpacTb, OXBaTUBLIAA €ro, BCKOMbIXHYNa MWPHO JApeMaBliee cepaue
CeHsaBMHaA 1 3acTaBuna ero 6MUTLCS C HEBbIBANIOK CUION.
3a Mecsau 40 CBOero BHe3anHoro wucyesHoBeHus AnekcaHap WMBaHoOBWY,
obbe3xasa nowaab, 3aexan A0 TpoeKypoBa W yXe XOTeNn BEepHYTbCs Hasaj,
Korga csiydamHo obpaTun BHMMaHWeE Ha TO, YTO Jiowaab notepsina rnogkoBy Ha
nepeaHen Hore. NMpuxoamnocb caenatb O4HO U3 ABYX: UM NOUCKaTb Ha cene
Kakoro-Hmbyab Ky3Heua, Mam OTrpaBUTbCA MNELWKOM, Beas sowaib B rnosoay,
HO nocnegHee coBceM He ynblbanocb CeHsIBMHY, TakK Kak oOT
NpoAO/IKUTENIbHOM e34bl OH 4YyBCTBOBas cebs MONOXUTENbHO pasbuTbiM U
MO3TOMY pewunnca MNouckaTb Kakoro-Hnbyab MyXuuka, KOTOPbIA CMOXET
noaKoBaTb ero apramaka.
TpoeKkypoBO, pacrosioXXeHHOe Ha ManeHbkKon pedyoHke CeTyHu, 6bIN10 B TO
BpeMsi He3HauyuUTeNbHbIM MOCENKOM, COCTOSIBLUMM M3 HECKOSIbKUX ManeHbKuX
M36€éHOK, pasgenéHHbIX Apyr OT Apyra oropogamMum u cagaMmu. TONbKO C Kpato
AEepeBEHbKM CTOSIT AOM HeMHoro nobonblie W NOBUAHEE ApYyrux, Haag
pacKkpbITbIMK ABEPSAMU KOTOpPOro bbia npubuta enoBas BETBb, NepeBsi3aHHas
KYMa4HOW NIEHTOMN.
"®apTtunHa, - noayman CeHsIBUH. — 34eCb, OO/MKHO 6blTb 3HAKT, rae Hamtu
Ky3Heua".

OH noAowWwén K caMoMy Kpbifbly, Np1Bs3an nowaap y B6UToro 3gechb cronba



M BOWEéN B Kabak.

Ha ckpun aBepu 13-3a CTOMKM, HA KOTOpoM B becnopsaake 6blsin HacTaBAEeHbl
WTOMbl U WKaNIUKN, NOAHANACL MONOAASA XEHLWMHa B aT/lacHOM capadaHe, B
TOHKOW LWENKOBOM COpOYKe, MNOTHO obneraBliei MbllWHY BbICOKYIO FpyAb.
YépHble rnasa eé npuBeTIMBO YCTPEMUIUCL Ha Bolweawero oduuepa, a Ha
NyXJblX KOpannoBbix rybax eé 3agpoxana Becénas nackosas ycMeLlka.

- YTO npukaxeTe, Balle CUATENbCTBO? — rnpuBeTcTBoBana oHa CeHsBUHA,
rnageswero Ha Heé N3yMNEHHbIM, BOCTOPXXEHHbLIM B30POM.

CeHaBuH oTBeTUN He cpa3sy. OH ewé pa3 OKWUHYN B3rnsgoM Kpacasuuy u
cKa3zan:

- Y MeHs packoBasiacb siowanb. HeT nu 34ecb Ha cene Kys3Heua?

- Kak He 6bITb, rocnoamH odwuuep, ectb. [lMpucagbTe-ka, noxanyn, a 4
paboTHMKa cnocblnato.

N, npuoTBOpUB ABEPL B COCEAHIOI MOPHULY, OHa KPUKHYNa:

- BaBuna! Cxoagm-ka Kk Muxanne KocoMy, CKaxwu, 4TO AeNO OO0 Hero ecTb;
NyCTb CTPYMEHT 3axBaTuT!

N noToM, noBepHyBLWNCb CHOBa K CeHABMHY, OHa JITaCKOBO cripocuna:

- A 4TO, rocnoauH oduuep, MoOXeT, BUHLA He MOorHywaeTecb BbIMUTb? Y Hac
N pPEHCKOEe BOAUTCH.

CeHaBWH BCE BpeMsi He cnyckasn C Heé rna3. OH Bcé 6onbwe n 6onbwe
YAUBNANCS TOMY, YTO B 3TOW rpsi3HOM papTUHE eMy MPULLIOCb HATONKHYTbCS
Ha TaKylo MbIWHY KpacaBuuy, U OH HEBOJIbLHO /1t060Bancsa n eé poCKOLHbIM
CTaHOM, W [AIMHHOK PpYyCoOK KOCOW, HUCMNajaBlIe 4YyTb He [0 NAT, U
60NbWMMM  MUHAANEBUAHBIMM 1a3aMuU, TEMHbLIMW, KaK OCEHHSS HO4Yb, WU
rnybokmmmn, Kak Hebo oceHHeln HOYbIO.

- Tak u4TO Xe, Balle CuUATeNbCTBO, — MNOBTOpWUAa CBOWM  BOMpOC
uesoBasbHULUA, — NMPUKaXeTe HaueanTb Yapouky?

AnekcaHap MBaHoBMY Tak 6bis1 04apOBaH KpacoTO MOJSIOAO0M XEHLMHbI, YTO,
npeanoXum OHa BbIMUTb €My sS4y, a He TONMbKO BMHA, — OH Obl, noXanywm,
cornacuncsa v Ha 3To npeanoxeHwe. Ho eMy npegnaranm BuMHa, U OH Beceno
oTBETUN:

— OTyero He BbiNUTbL! C 60nbLLINM yO0BOJIbCTBMEM BbIMNbK 3a TBOE 340P0OBbLE,



Kpacasuua!

Monopas XeHwwuHa pocrtana OyTbiIKy CO  CTapbiM  PEHCKMM  BMHOM,
XPaHUBLLYIOCS, O4eBUAHO, AN MOYETHLIX NoceTuTenen kabauka, v, HaANOHMB
SAHTapHOW BNaron CcTakaH, C HU3KMM TMOK/JOHOM nogana ero CeHSABUHY,
roBops:

- KywanTe, rocnoamH oduuep, ny4ylle 3a CBOE 340pOBbe: Mbl TAKOM YeCTU He
cTonm!.,

- Hy, 2TO Tbl wWwyTuvwb, KpacoTka! Takon KpacoTe, KakK TBOS, MOXHO
YAUBNATBCA U CneayeT Bcerga otaaBaTh vyecTb!

Monogas >XeHWWHa BCMbiIXHYAA WM, CMYWEHHO nepebupas KOHUblI CBOEro
dapTyka, paccmesanacho:

- Ox yXx Bbl, rocnoguH oduuep! NonHo BaM Haa 6eaAHON BAOBOW HACMELLKMU
CTPOUTb.

- [a pa3se Tbl BAOBA?

- BaoBa, Balwe cnaTenbCTBO, BAOBYLIKA CUPOTIMBAs.

- A faBHO b Tbl OBAOBENa?

— [a BOT K [NOKpOBY ABa roga MMHeT.

— Y10 X Tbl MyXa-To ntobuna anb HeT?

LlenoBanbHMUa nevanbHO B340XHY/1a U OTBETUNA:

- Kak He nobutb — ntobuna. Ha 1o oH n Myx, 4ytob ero nobuTtb Aa XanoBaTb.
DX, cydapb, Bawe cusATenbCTBO! TakoBa, BMAHO, YX Hawa aons 6abbsal! 3a
OTLOM Aa 3a MaTepblo XnBy4n, bonblie rops, 4em pagocTu, HaCMOTpULbCS. A
TaM 3aMyX BblAaAyT, Nonaaétcs My>X CTapblii Aa HenackoBbin, byaeT NiaeTbio
»XanosaTb Aa YepToroHamu nackarb. U cBeTy boxbero He B3BmanLb!

N oHa onaTb nevanbHO B340XHY/MA, METHYB Ha CeHABWHA NYYUCTbIA B3rnsa.

- Hac kak 3aMyX-TO BblAalT, — NpoAosKana OHa 4yepe3 MUHYTY, — HewTo
cnpawwmueatoT: N6 anb He nwb. MNpuwna nopa, CTYKHET wecTHaguaTb NeT,
npoceaTatoT 6aTbka C MaTKOM KakKoOro HM Ha eCTb MyXuka noborauve, xoTb
6yab OH U3 ypoaoB ypoA, Aa U OKPYTAT. A Kak pacnneTyT KoCcy AeBWUYblo Aa
HaZeHYT NOBOMHUK, — CMOPUTb He CTaHelwb. Hy 1 mMancsa uenyto XusHb. BoT un
1 noMasnacb, Aa Xopowo XoTb Heponro. [pubpan [ocnoab, NO MOUM

MOJIUTBaM, MY>XEHbKa,; OMuUJCs HeB3Hayan AeLWEéBbIM-TO BUHULWEM, — HY BOT 4



n rynso. [la He BCeM Takas pafdoCTb Ha poay HanucaHa. OX, ropbka Hawa
6abbs fonsa, ropbka, rocnogmH odpuuep!..

[lBepb CKpunHyna, WM pas3roBop noHeBosie obopsancsd, xota CeHsIBUH C
6onbLon 661 OXOTOM CTan ero NoAAep>XmBaTb.

Bowén ky3Heu Mmnxanno, HU3eHbKWI, HEB3PAYHbIA, PbIXEBATbIN MYXWUYOHKaA,
N, HU3KO KNnaHascb CeHsABUHY, CKasan:

- lFoTtoBa, 6aTiowkKa, Bawa Jfowanka-To; UM3BOMIbTE MOCMOTPETb: Ha COBECTb
noakosasn. XoTb A0 NuTepa Tenepb CKayu, U NoAKOBbIBaTbL 6osblUe He Haao.

- Hy, cnacubo Tebe! — oto3Banca CeHsBMH U, AOCTaB U3 KapMaHa pybnésuk,
6pocun emy, ropops: — Bot Tebe 3a paboTy...

Ky3Heu, o6pagoBaHHbIA TakKoOM LWeApoOW NoAayvykoW, Aaxe pacTtepsncd, a
CeHaBMH BCTan c Mecra.

- Hy, npowan, xo3sawowka! — ckazan oH. — Cnacmbo 3a npuBeT Aa 3a sacky!

- He Ha u4eM, Bawe cuATENbLCTBO! — oOTO3Basacb UenoBasbHUUA. —
BnarogapyMm ©“ Bac, 4YTO HaWwWuMM AOMUWKOM He nobpesrosanu. Konu
BAPYropsab Cioaa 3aBepHETe, MUIOCTU NpocuM, He obeccyabTe!

- 3aBepHy, 3aBepHy. [la Kak Tebsa 3BaTb-TO, KpacaBuua? - BAPYr
crnoxBaTtuica CeHABUH.

- Onbron.

- A no oteyecTBy?

- OTua-To0 TUXOHOM KAMKanu; ctano, TUXOHOBHA.

- Hy Tak npowan, Onbra TuMxXoHoBHa!

N CeHsiBMH, 6pocMB npollanbHbIA B3rns4 Ha ynblbaBliyrocs emMy MO0oAYHO
XEHLWMHY, 6bICTpO Bbiwen u3 dapTuHbl. HUKOMY M3 CBOUX NpuUAaTENen He
CKa3an OH HKW cnoBa 0 CBOEM nocelweHnn TpoekypoBa. TOYHO cpa3y 3abbii 06
3TOM, HO He 3abbln OH B AEUCTBUTENbLHOCTUM HWU Kpacasuubl Onbry, HU
KpaTKOBPEMEHHOro pasroBopa C Hen. HanpotuB, BCE& 4awe U vauwe
BCNOMWHANNCb eMy N eé cTaTHas durypa, n nackoBas ycMellKa, ApOoXaBllas
Ha eé nonHbIX rybax; BCE yalle 1 yalle cnblwancsa eé MenoauydHbli TacKkoBblIl
ronoc, n AnekcaHap MBaHOBMY 4yBCTBOBasn, 4YTO OH He B cunax b6onee
NPOTUBUTLCA BNIEYEHUIO Cepaua, HaAcTOMYMBO Xenaswero, 4tob6 OH CcHoBa

nobbiBan B TpoeKypoBe W CHOBa 3arfisiHyn B JIy4UCTble rfla3a KpacuBoW



X038MKM HeB3payHoro kabauka. CHauyana oH nonpobosan 60poTbCs C 3TUM
BNneyeHneM, nonpoboBan He NOCNYyLWaTbCA HACTOMYMBOIO rosoca cepaua, cran
AOoKa3biBaTb cebe, 4TO He TONIbKO rNyno, HO MPOCTO AaXe HenpoCTUTENbHO
BNO6UTLCSA B NpocTyto kabatumnuy, 6yab oHa packpacasBuuen gaxe.

"N yero 310 9 TONbKO rnynn? — ayman CeHsBUH. — VWb, NnogyMaelb, KaKyto
uauy Hawén. Konu KTo y3HaeT O TakoW cpamoTe, Tak MpsiMO 3acMmeroT. Mwb,
CKaXyT, nopyymk reapaum [peobpa>keHCKOro nonka - W B AepeBeHCKYH
uenosanbHuuy BAbunca! TyT 3a Hero nepBbin BeSibMOXa [AOYKY He
MOCTbIANTCA OTAATb, @ OH Ha-Ka KaKyk WTYKY BblKMHYM! Hy HeT, ayaku! o
Takon wanoctn cebsa He gonyuwy! XoTb n xopowa 6aba, a BCE xe YépT C Hen!
N nymatb-TO O Hen 6onblie He xoyy!"

Ho, ogHako, eMy He yaanocb nepecrtatb O Hel ayMaTtb. C KaXxabIM AHEM OH
BCE 6onee ybexpancs, 4to ero 6naroe HamepeHue "BbIKMHYTb U3 FOSI0Bbl 3TY
Aypb" - HEUCNOSIHMMO, 4YTO HasounuBeble rpésbl 06 Onbre TUXOHOBHE BCE
CUNbHee 0XBaTbIBAlOT ero Nopoin, N YeM MeHblue CTapaeTcs OH O HEW AyMaTb,
TeM c 6onble CUAoM BO3BpPALLAOTCA K HEW €ro HEeYroMOHHbIE MbICNN, TeM
6onee mMecTta 3aHMMaeT OHa B €ro rosiose.

HakoHewy ero p[o TOro oxBaTuaa CKyKa, 4YTO OH YyXe He Mor 6onee
NPOTUBUTBLCS XENaHUK OTNpaBUTbCS B TpoekypoBO, 4TO6bl XOTb OAHUM
rnaskoM B3rNsHYTb Ha O4YapoBaBLWY ero kpacasuuy. W aTo xenaHue 6b1710
TakK CU/IbHO, YTO OH Aaxe 1 He npobosan obpasymuTb cebs.

N BOT cHOBa 3acTyyanu MNOAKOBbI ero nowaau no BblIGOMHaM U pbITBUHaM
[JoporoMnnoBCcKon Aoporu, cHoBa 3acepebpunacb nepes HUM CeTyHb, CHOBA
yBuaen oH pasbpocaHHble, NoKoCcMBLUMECS U36EHKN TPOEKYPOBCKUX KPeCTbsH
M HOBbIN AOMUK C 3eNéHon énkon Hapa Asepblo. Kpacasumua npuHana ero tak
)Xe fackoBo, Aaxke 6onee nackoBo, 4eM B nepBbii pa3. lNyxnbie WEKN eé
3apAenincb TakuM SpKUM pyMsiHUEM, B r/a3ax 3acBepkKan TakKoW BecCénbin
OrOHEK, Takasl paAoCTHas ynblbka ckonb3Hyna no rybam, uto CeHsBUH cpa3y
MOHS, YTO OH 34€eCb XeNaHHbIN roCTb.

- 3apaBsctByi, Onbra TwuxoHoBHa! — obpatuncas oOH K Hen, BoMasS B
ropHumuy. — BoT Bnauvwb, 9 n onatb npuexan. Paga anb HeT — cka3biBan!

- ¥Y>X Tak-TO paga, rocygapb, YTo U CKasaTb HEBO3MOXHO! He oAMH pa3oKk 4 O



Ballen MMNocTn BcnomuHana. CagnTtech Aa cKasblBanTe, YeM yrowaTb Bac?

- [a HudeM. TMocmxy BOT Tak HeMHOro, norytapt c Tobon ga m obopouy
Ha3aa.

- HeT, uTO BbI, Cyaapb! 270 y Hac Tak He BoauTcsa. bes xneba-conn rpewHo
rocter oTnywaTb.

CeHaBunH ycencsd, a Onbra cyeTiMBO NpuHSAIAck cobupatb B COocCeaHew
rOpHULE Ha CTOJ M Ype3 HECKONIbKO MUHYT obpaTtunacb K MOsI0A0MY odulepy:
- Moxanynte, rocnogmH oduuep, 4Yero No BKYCy OTBeAaTb. 34eCb He Tak
yA06HO, a BOT TYT B rOpPeHKe NoBOJIbIoTHee.

CeHssBMH cHa4dana xoTen 6bIN0 HaoTpe3 OTKasaTbCs, OTrOBOPUBLUUCH
HefoCYyroM, HO oAHOro B3rnsgga, 6poweHHOro Ha KpacaBuuy X034KKy, 6bl10
COBEpLEHHO A0CTaToO4HO, 4YTo6 OH yTpaTua nocnegHue ocTaTkn BOAU U
COBEpLEHHO MOAYMHWMIACA ronocy cepaua, busBwerocs Tenepb C yABOEHHOM
6bICTPOTOM N 3acCTaBNABLUEr0 cUbHee 0bpalaTbCa KPOBb B €ro Xuax.

N oH nocnywHo otnpasunca sBcnea 3a Onbron B CMEXHYH FrOpHULY U, C/TIOBHO
B KaKOM-TO TyMaHe, He Crnyckas C Heé o4apOBaHHbIX rnas, ycescs Ha CKaMbio
pSALAOM C Helo.

Yexan CeHsiBMH 13 TpoekypoBa ewé 6osee BNOO6NEHHBIN, YeM Npuexan Tyaa,
M BCK HOYb HE MOr 3acHyTb, 6€CrnoKoOMHO BOpoYasicb ¢ 60Ky Ha 60K M TWETHO
CTapasiCb 3aKpbITb rnasa MU OTOrHaTb HEOTBSA3YMBbLIE MPE3bl, LWYyMeBLUME B €ro
rofioBe M C MNOpPasuUTENIbHOW SCHOCTbD BOCCTAHOBASBLUME B BOOOpa)keHuwu
KaXXAbl XEeCT KpacaBuLbl, Kaxayto eé ynblbKy... A CTOU/I0 eMy CMEXUTb BEKM,
N nepen ero AyxoBHbIM B30pPOM BCTaBasa BCs eé durypa, nbllHas, craTtHas,
KpacuBasi, TOYHO MaHsa ero K cebe n 3acTtaBnsgsd CUbHEe Kunetb n 6e3 Toro
pa3ropss4éHHY0 KpPOBb...

N c 3toro gHAa AnekcaHap WBaHoBMY 3a4yactui B TpoekypoBo. Ho csou
noesgkun oH 06CTaBNsAs TaKOK TAWHCTBEHHOCTbIO, UYTO HW BapsATUHCKUA, HWK
BenbsAMMHOB U He foraAablBasicb 06 ero 4acTbiX OT/y4YKax 3 MOCKBbI.

O HUX 3Han TONbKO OAWMH AHTpPOMbIY, YXe AaBHO cneauBlIMK 3a obommu
Apy3baMn  BapATMHCKOro  nNpocTto  MNOTOMY, 4YTO OH  paccyuTbiBan
BOCMOJ1b30BATbCA BO3MOXHbIM YyAaneHneM Koro-Hubyab u3 apysen, 4tobbl

3aMaHUTb HaMEYEHHYIO XXEPTBY B 3anajHlto.



Y3HaB 06 3Tux noesakax AnekcaHapa MWBaHOBM4Ya, CTapbln 6poasra
npocneann ero Ao camoro TpoekypoBa, 3awWwén B kKabak, y KpbljibLa KOTOPOro
6blna npmBa3aHa nowaib MoNoAoro oduuepa, yBuaen KpacaBuuy X03§GMKY U
nogyman:

"A Monoauymk-To He aypak! BaxHyt 6aby obnwbosan. Hy, aa MHe 3TO Ha
pyKy. C 3TOM Nt060BULLKON-TO OH, FMSAN, U 3aKPYXUTCSH, Aa MHE NPUMAHKON U
nocnyxut. He Bcé 6yaet Ha 4acok-To, 4YaK, e3auTb. A Toraa Mbl AeN0 XMBO
obsapraHum!"

7 AHTpONbIY He owunbes. CeHaBUH OENCTBUTENbHO He Mor
YAOBOJIbCTBOBATbCS KpPAaTKOBPEMEHHbIMW CBUAAHUSAMU C Onbron, He Mor
YAOBNETBOPUTLCSA TONBbKO B3rns4amMmu, KOTopble OH Kuaan Ha Heé. KpoBb
Kunena BCé CU/ibHee N CUbHee, CTPaCTb NOMIOXUTENbHO TyMaHwWIa ronoBy.

- 3Haewb, Onbra, — ckasan OH el pas, — OT4Yero Tbl HE XO4ellb npuesxaTtb
KO MHe B MockBy?

Monoaas XeHuwmHa 3apaenach CTblAIMBbIM PYMSIHLEM U OTMaxHY/lacb PyKOW.
- HeT yX, rocnoanH oduuep, 3To K 4emy xel!..

— [1a HeT, Tbl MHEe CKaXxW, No4yeMy Tbl HE Xo4ellb?

- HeBOo3MOXHOE 3TO, Cydapb, AeNno, Aa M BaM He cnen MeHd Ha MockBy B
roctn 3BaTb. Kakas yx s roctbs! Mbl nogm npoctble, KyAa HaM, MYXMU4YbHO
HeyMbITOMY, B 6bapckue XOpoMbl Ne3Tb!

CeHaABWH CcepauTo noXasn nnevyamu.

- Hy 4uto Tbl rnynocTtu rosopunal Kakas e Tbl My>Xuuka...

Onbra paccmesinaco.

- DX, rocnoauvH odwuuep, u3BeCTHO, He 6osapbiHA! [a Hy, 4To 06 3TOM
roBopuTb! Y Kak XOTUTe, cepauTecb — He cepamTecCb, a K BaM B FOCTU S He
noeny. Ko MHe MMN0OCTM NpOCKM, KOraa yrogHo, Bcerga Bam pagal..

N oHa obnana ero cBOMM OrHeBbIM B3rnsa4oM. CeHSBUH CXBaTuU e€ 3a pyKu 1
npuTaHyN K cebe.

- 'nynas! — BOCK/IWMKHYM OH, — Aa@ HELWTO Tbl HE MOHMMaelb, YTO Masi0 MHe
3TUX BCTped C TO6OK 34€ecb, Ha BuAy Yy Bcex. TyT Tebs u nouenoBaTb-TO
TOJIKOM HeNb34: BCS AepeBHS 3arangut.

— A Ha 4TO X BaM MeHsl LilenoBaTb? — C JIyKaBoW yYCMeLWKol cnpocuna Onbra.



- [a Beab nobnto g tebs!

- [Ja HeyxTo nontobunmn? — onaTb paccMesinacb OHa.

— A Tbl U He Bnamwe! - 3awentan AnekcaHap MeBaHoBuY. — Beab Thbl COBCEM
o4yapoBasia MeHs, cepaue Moé rnonoHunal..

Monoaas XeHlWuWHa pBaHynacb 6bI710 OT HEro, HO MOTOM B3rNsAHyNa AOAMUM
NpUCTanbHbIM B3rNS40M, CMYLWEHHO YiblIbHYNacb U cama, NPMXaBLUNCb K HEMY
BCEM TeNoM, WenHyna:

- Beab n g nonobuna tebs, aa n kKak ewé nonobunal..

N oHa npubnusmna k CeHSABMHY CBOE nMblnasliee AuMuO0 U OHWU CAUAUCL B
aonroMm, 6e33By4HOM nouenye.

- Cnywan, AnekcaHap WMeBaHoBWY, — cKasasa oHa MOTOM, — npasda, 34ecCb
60nbHO NOAHO. Xo4elwb, HaNAEM Takoe MecCTeyko, rae Hac HUKTO He OTbIWeT?
Xovewsb?

- KoHeyHo, xouy!

- Hy Tak nagHo. lNpue3xan cioga AeHbKa ABa K Be4yepKy, M noeaeM Mbl C
To60M Ha MenbHUUY, Heganeko otctoaa, 6a1n3 Anekceesckoro. lNpueagewb, 4YTo
nn?

- [loHATHO, npueay!

- Hy 1 xopowo. A Tenepb npowan, Aa CMOTPU He 3abbiBai yYXX MEHS OYEHb-TO
ckopo!..

Yepe3 gBa AHA Nocne 3TOro Auxas Tporka npomyanacb u3 TpoekypoBa K
AnekceeBCcKOMY, U B 3ToM Tponke cnaenn CeHsasuH n Onbra.

AHTpONbIY 06 3TOM y3HaN TONbKO Ha APYroOn AEHb.

Paszsenas, uTo CeHsIBMH He HOo4YeBasl AOMa, OH OTNpaBuica B TPOEKypoBO, HO
B kabake, BMeCTO KpacaBuubl X0351MKW, 3@ NpuWIaBKOM Topyana 3acnaHHas,
Heykntoxasa urypa pabotHuka Basunbl.

AHTpOMbIY  3a7MNOM  BbINWA CTAaKaHYUK XUBUTESIbHOW BRarn, KpsKHyn,
CNAKOHYN, YTEPCS pyKaBOM M BCTynua ¢ BaBunon B pasroeop:

- A rae xe xo3samnKa-To?

- HetyTwn.

- A Kyjha X OHa nogesanacb?

- Ha 6oromonbe B KocMHO yexana.



- Tak. Xopowiee geno! — 3ametunn AHTponbIY, a caMm noayMan:

"3Hat 9 310 6oromonbe-to! Hebocb € rocnogMHOM 0ULEPOM FAe HU Ha eCTb
B NOTAMHOM MecTe MuWAykTca. Hy aa 3TOo HaM Ha pyky. Tenepb Mbl MUX
CUATENbCTBO XMBO obpaboTaem..."

N penctButenbHo, 6narogapsa BHe3anHoW oTaydyke CeHsiBUHA CTapoMmy

pa360iMHUKY yaanoch 3anyunTb BapsaTUHCKOro B IOMULLKO ASAM MuTas.

"nasa XIII. B TPEBOIE
TpPEBOXHYI HOYb MNepexun CcTapbiin KHA3b bapatuHckuin. Korpa cnyra
Bacunma MaTteBeeBnya cooblimn emMy, 4To MOAOAOMN KHA3b OblNO BEpHYICs, a
NOTOM yexan Kyda-TO C KaKMM-TO CTapuKoM, — CMYTHOE noAo3peHune
wesBenbHynocb B gywe MeaHa ®énopoBunya.
EMy noyemy-TO nokasasnocb, 4YTO 3TOT TaUHCTBEHHbIM OTbe3[] 4TO-TO
CKpblBaeT 3a cobol, a Korga, 4Yacy B MEPBOM YX HOYM, OH Yy3Han, 4To
NAeMsHHUK ewé He BO3Bpallasncs, — ero NoAo3peHUs NPUHSANIN HOBYIO, OYEeHb
TPEBOXHYI OKpacKy.
"TyT 4TO-TO HenagHo, — noayMan CTapbl KHA3b, — HeKyda eMy exaTb-TO
6b110. K BenbsMMHOBY HeWTO — TaKk OH HOHYe 6bin... MoxeT, CeHsBUWH
HawWeénca? — BCNOMHW/T OH 3aTeM, TakK Kak 3Han 06 ncuyesHoBeHnn AnekcaHapa
MBaHOBMYA. — Tak HOYbI-TO 4ero e exaTb. Yaln, 3aBTpa AeHb 6yaet. [a
KO/IM rnoexan K HeMy - rnopa W Hasad BepHyTbCA. M B npexHee BpeMs
BaceHbka 3acmxuBaTbcsa He nobun, a Tenepb U NOAABHO... HET, TyT UTO-TO He
Tak".
DT MbIC/IN HE p[aBannv MNOKOA CTapuKy. TWETHO OH CTapasica 3acCHYTb,
HanpacHO HaCUNbHO 3aKpbiBana BEKW, — COH, KaK Hapo4Ho, 6exan oT Hero, a
HEYroOMOHHble  TPEBOXHbIE  MbIC/IN  BUXPEM, CMeHAs Oo4Ha  APYrylo,
NpOHOCUANCL B ero ronose. OcobeHHO nyraso ero To, YTO MJIEMAHHUK He
CcKkasan, Kyaa OH oTnpaBnsercsa. O6bIKHOBEHHO Bcerga, koraa Bacunun
MaTBeeBuY ye3sxan Kyaa-Hmbyab BeyepoM, — OH coobuian cTtapuky, Kyaa eaet
N Korga BepHETCA. M Takasd TaumHCTBEHHAs, BHe3anHas noe3aka cny4yuniach
NONOXUTENbHO B NEPBbIN pas.

Myrano MeaHa ®égopoBmya U TO, YTO LONrOpyKuiA, CTpawHO 3106uMBbIA U



MCTUTENbHbIN YesoBEK, A0 CUX MOP HUYEM He NPOSIBUIT CBOEN MCTUTENIbHOCTMW.
A TOMy, 4TO OH MOr 3abbiTb CBOK 37106y, NPUMUPUTLCSA C TEM MOPAXEHMUEM,
Kakoe MNOHEC B Aefie yXaXMBaHMS 3a KHSXKHOW PyaHWMUKON, — KHA3b MBaH
®énopoBny 1 BepuTb He xoTen. CAWMWKOM OH Xopowo 3Han Anekces
Muxannoeuya u Tenepb 60s5ca, 4TO6 MCUYE3HOBEHME MNJIEMSHHUKA He 6blno
cneacTeueM ero 3/106HbIX 3aMbIC/10B.

"OH Ha BCSKYK NakocTb crnocobeH. M wm3-3a yrna NOACTpenuTb MOXEeT, —
Ayman ctapuk. — Hy, Aa ecnu Takoe Aefio rpexoM CNy4YuUTCH, KONb U3BeaEéT OH
Moero BaceHbKy, — eMy HecaobpoBaTtb. [MpaBabl Ha Hero He cbilwelb, NOTOMY
B CW/e OHW, NPOKNsATble, — HY, TaK s C HMM CBOMM CyAOM pacnpaBikoChb,
CBOMMM pyKaMu 3aaywy ero. [yCTb NOTOM XOTb Ka3HAT, NYCTb XOTb B [lesibiM
ano bepé3oB ccbnatoT. MHe TepATb Heyero, 8 YyX CTap, U BCE paBHO
BCKOPOCTM C XXW3HbIO NpowaTbCcs Hago".

NBaH ®E&QopoBNY 3aCHY/ TOSIbKO NoA YTpo. HO COH ero 6bi1 oyeHb TAxXEn.
MpayHble AyMbl, He JaBaBlUMe eMy T[OKOos, Tenepb BO CHe MpUHMMaNn
peanbHble o06pa3bl, W OH HECKOJIbKO pa3 npocbinancs, WCNyraHHbIN
CHOBMAEHUSIMU, B KOTOPbIX €ro NAeMsiHHUK NMpeacTaBnsancsa emy yxe ybuTtbiM,
nnasavoWwmMM B KpOBMW... NPOCHYNCA OH O4YeHb paHO U, ewé He OoAeBasiChb,
KPUKHY CBOEro ctaporo cnyry EmenbsiHa.

- Hy 4uTo, npuexan Mono4ON KHA3b? — CAPOCUMA OH, KOoraa CTapuk BOLWEN B
ropHuUy.

EMenbaH rpycTHO nokavasn rosoBow.

- HeT, He npuesxanw.

— YT0 X 3TO 3HauuT, EMenbsaHyLwKa? — BCTPEBOXEHO CMPOCUN CTapbli KHA3b.
- N yma He npunoxy, Bawe cuATenbCcTso! HewTo, MOXEeT, TOJIbKO Y
rocnoavHa BenbsAMMHOBa 3aHO4YeBasnu.

— A Tbl K HEMY He nocbinan? — 0604pEéHHLIN BHE3aNHOW Haaexaoun, 6biCcTpo
cnpocun NeaH ®EéQopoBuY.

- HeT, Bawe cnatenbLCTBO, HE caoragasncs.

- Hy Tak nownu, nownu ckopee! — 3aToponunacs cTtapbii BapaTuHCKUR, —
MOXeT, U B3anpasAy OH TaM.

Ho mocnaHHbIV BEPHYCSA C Nne4vanbHbiM OTBETOM, UTO "Bacunuii MaTBeeBud y



rocnoavHa BenbsiMMHOBa BYepacb He 6blIM U Y HUX HOYEeBaTb He U3BOAUAN".
A yepe3 HeCKOIbKO MUHYT SIBUJICA U caM BenbsiMMHOB U BOCK/TMKHY:

- Kak? 4Yto Takoe? Baca He HouyeBan goma?

- [1a, He Ho4yeBan, — rPYCTHO OTBETUJT CTapbl KHA3b.

- [la Kyaa X OH aeBasncsa?

- A 310 bor Bepaet! Buepa BBeuyepy ero y BOpPOT KaKoOW-TO nobpoasixka
octaHoBu. OH C HUMK KyAa-TO U yexan. A 4TO OH eMy cKkasasn, — Hesegomo! U
BOT C TOM nopbl ero n HeT. A CeHsABWH He BO3BpaTW/ICA? — BAPYr CNpPOCU
CTapuK.

- HeT. 4 Hapo4HO K HeMY 3ae3Xan. Hu cnyxy Hu Ayxy.

- YT0 XXe HaM Tenepb Aenatb?

- OTbICKMBaTbL HaAo.

- [la rae e nckaTtb-1o?

- 'pe-HMbyab Hanaém.

Ho, HeCcMOTps Ha Takon OTBeT, BenbsaMMHOB B Aywe CMYTHO onacancs, 4Tto
nonckn bBapsaTMHCKOro, Kak n po3sbickn CeHsBMHA, He NpuBeAyT K XenaHHbIM
pe3ynbTataM. B ncyesHoBeHUn TOro U Apyroro 6b1/10 CIMWKOM MHOIMO KakKom-
TO TauWHCTBEHHOCTM, YyBCTBOBaslaCcb Kakas-TO obwas cBs3b, U BenbAMMHOB
6bl1 NOYTU yBEpEeH, YTO 34eCb 3aMellaHa KakKasd-To CUNbHasa pykKa, BAUSIHUE
yenoseka, KOTOpblK, 6e3 COMHeHMs, nocTapancs CKpbiITb BCe cneabl, W,
HaBepHoe, He yAacTCA HWMYero caenatb A8 pPacKpbiTUS 3TOr0 TaMHCTBEHHOIO
aena.

Yto [onropykue 3aMewaHbl B 3TOM, BenbsaMWMHOB No4YTM He COMHeBasCs.
Ecnn oH He noHuMan ux ydactms B ncdesHoBeHun CeHABMHA, TO BHe3arnHoe
ncyesHoseHue Bacunma MateBeeBuYya BCeLENO NpuUnucbiBan uM.

- 3HaeTe, MBaH ®Eénoposny, - ckasan OH rnocne HebonbLworo
pa3MbILlLIEHNUS, — YTO HaM HYXXHO caenaTb?

- A yTO0?

- Hy>XHO noexaTtb K KHA31 [JOSIrOpyKOMY U CrpOCUTb €ro, He 3HaeT IM OH
yero-HMbyab o Bace.

- [a, npasaa, npasga! — 6bICTPO NoATBEPAMN CTapbli KHA3b, — U MHE 3TO

npuxoanso B ronoBy. TakK Tbl TOXe AyMaewb, MulieHbka, 4TO 34eCb He



obownock 6e3 lonropykoro?

- Hapo Ttak nonaratb. BoNbHO yXX OH 31106HbIN NapeHb...

— Tak 3TO Mbl, NoOXanyn, BaceHbKU-TO M He HahAEM. YKOKOWMWUN OH ero,
bectual..

— A BOT Bbl noe3xaunte K HeMmy, NBaH ®EQopoBUY, Aa U Y3HANTE, KON YTO U
BMNPSAMb OH Ha4 HUM cAaena’sn, Tak Mbl eMYy 3TOr0 JapOM He crnycTum!

- W noepy, HenpeMeHHO noejy; TOMIbKO BOT 4YTO, — CMOXBATW/ICA CTapuk, —
HY>XHO 6yaeT K PyAHWUKMM CHayana 3aexaTb. MOXeT, OH K HUM 3aBEpHY/I.

- B Takyo paHb-TO! — BOCK/IMKHY BenbaMNHOB.

- YTto X 3a paHb! YX pecatb 4vacoB 6uno. Ona BAO6NEHHbIX, 3HaeLlb,
yKa3aHHbIX 4YacoB HeT.

- Moe3xante, — cornacuncsa BenbssMMHOB, - a s noka B Ka3apMbl
OTNpPaB/IIOCb, MOXET, YTO TaM y3Hal.

Crapbln BapATUHCKMI 3acTan PyaHUUKKUX 3@ YalHbIM cTONOM. Ero BCcTpeTtunu,
no 06bIKHOBEHMID, OYEHb PaAOCTHO, HO CyMpayHbIi BUA CTapuka obpaTtmn Ha
cebs BHMMaHWe 1 TOTYacC Xe Bbi3Bas TPEBOXHblE paccnpochl.

- Y10 370 ¢ Bamun, NBaH ®EnopoBunY! — BOCKNIMKHYNA KHsXXHA AHHa. — Kakas-
HNMBYAb HENPUATHOCTb, AO/HKHO bObITb, C/ly4YMnacsb?

- [a-pa, B caMOM gene, cBaTt, — NOAXBaTWUA U caM PyaHUUKWIA, — 4TO 3TO Tbl
Kak 6yato He B cebe? CkasbiBai, YTO 3@ HanacTb NpuUKOYMIacL?

MBaH ®EnopoBuY pacTtepsHHO 06BEN rnasamu BOKpyr cebs. lNpucyTtcrTeue
MONTOAOM KHSXKHbI 3aCTaBfsN0 ero bbITb CAEpXaHHbIM, @ MeXAy TeM Hakunau
CNésbl, roNoc Apoxan N OH C TPYAOM BbIFrOBOPWUII:

- [la Tak, He340pOBUTCHA MHE 4YTO-TO; CTap CTaHOBJIIOCb, BOT XBOPOCTb U
Hanajaert.

Ho koraa oTnunu 4yan, oH yBén Bacumnmna CeméHoBumya B KabuHeT u
ApOXKaLWMM roflocCoOM, B KOTOPOM CbIWannUCb CNé3bl, CKasas emy:

- [ope cny4dunocs, ceaTywka, rope!

- Y10 Takoe? - ncnyrancs PyaHUUKURA.

— A Takoe rope, 4yto BaceHbka nponan.

— [a JTto Tbl, cBaT, 6bITb HE MOoXeT!!

- Mpaeay roBopto. Yexan Kyaa-To BBeyepy, Aa M Moceiiyac AoMa HeT, aa v



HUrge ero HeT; U AyMaeTCcsa MHe, YTO He NOMNycTy OH nponasn, a YTo-HmMbyab C
HUM CKBepHOe MpUKIKYMNOCL. 10 BCen BUAMMOCTU, 3TO BCE AONTOPYKOBCKUE
wTykun!

- [a 410 ThI!

- BepHo Tebe rosopto. bonbwyto oH 37106y Ha BaceHbKy nuTaeT. [ONXKHO,
3aMaHuA Kyaa Aa TaMm M NMpUKOH4YMA. — N CTapuK CMaxHyn ApoOXawen pyKom
HabexaBwy Ha rnasa cnesy. PyaHMUKMA ToXe Mon4vasn, noAaBfI€HHbIN
CTpalWHbIM U3BECTUEM.

- YT0 X Tbl Tenepb AyMaelwsb AenaTb, CBAT? — CNPOCU/T HAKOHEL, OH.

- [a BOT cnepBoHayasny AyMalo rnoexatb K CeMy 3/104e0 Aa K OTBETY ero
notpebosatb. 10 KLy ero NoanoMy yBUXKY, BUHOBEH OH B CEM anun HeT? U
KOJIN BUHOBEH, MOSl pacnpasa C HUM KopoTka byaeT!

- Ox, cBaTywka, — 604311MB0O 3aMeTua PYAHULUKWNIA, — C OCTOPOXXKOMN FOBOPU C
HUM, notoMy 60nbHO 6onbwyto cuny fonropykume B3snu. CKasbiBalOT, He
cerogHsa-3aBTpa KHsXHY KaTepuHy uUapcKkon HeBecton o06baBaT. byab
noonacinBemn.

- DX, cBaT, MHe 604aTbCcs He4vero! — Bo3pa3un MeaH ®EQopoBuY, — BCE paBHO
yMupaTb nopa, OoT cMepTU He ynaéwsb. "He BeMbl, B OH Xe 4yac npumaét". A
Konun BaceHbka yMep aa [onropykuii ero u3Bésn, HWM Ha 4YTO He nornsxy! He
ON19 KOF0 MHE XWTb TOr4a, OH y MeHs oAunH 6bli...

- A 4, yan, cBaTywkKa, AHIOTE HMYEro roBopuTb He Hago. Yto eé&, 6eaHyto,
3apaHee TpeBOXUTb!

— [MoHATHO, He rosopu. MoxeT, n BnpaAMb BaceHbka BepHETCH, a KON He
BepHETCa — boxbsa Bonda! Toraa tam BuaHo 6yaet. A noka npowam!

- lMpowan, ceaTyLuKa.

N ctapunkn obHANNCb, eaBa caepXXnBasi Hakmnaswme cnésbl.

NBaH ®EnopoBuny, npexae 4eM oTnpaBuTbCa K [JONropykoMy, 3aexan AOMOW.
EMy Masuuna cnabas Hagexaa, 4YTo BCe €ro ornaceHus HampacHbl U 4TO
BaceHbka caMbiM MUPHbIM 06pa3oM CMUT B CBOEN ONo4YMBanbHe.

Ho cTonno ctapoMy KHSA3K0 TOJIbKO B3rIiHYTb HA XMypoe NMLO0 BCTPETUBLLErO
ero BenbsMMHOBa, CTOWIO TOJSIBKO YBUAETb nogaxupaswero ero EmenbsHa,

yto6 ybeamTbCs, 4YTO Hagexabl ero obMaHynuM, 4YTO AENCTBUTENBbHOCTb



OCTaéTCsl AEeNCTBUTENIbHOCTbIO, — M CTAapMK MNevyanbHO MOHYPW/ CBOK ceayto
rosoBy.

- Bbln1 B KazapMax? — crnpocus oOH BenbsiMMHOBa.

- Bbin. Bcex cnpawwuBan, — HUKTO HMYero He 3HaeT. Kak B BoAy KaHy/.

- Crano, Hago K JonropykoMy exaTsb.

- MNoe3xan, NeaH OEAoOpoOBMY, TONMbKO BpsSA NM Tonk 6yaeT! — nedanbHO
oTo3Bancsa BenbsiMuHOB.

- 3TO noyemy xel

- A notoMy - oTtonpércs, 6ectmsa!

-Y MeHA He OTonpétcsal — Trpo3HO COKUMAs Kynaku, BOCKJIMKHYI
BapAaTUHCKUN.

- MoXxeT, MHe C BaMu noexaTb?

- HeT, Kk uemy! 4 1 04WH C HUM ynpaBAOCh!

N NBaH ®EnopoBuy yexarn.

Koroaa Anekceto Mwuxannosuuy [ONO0XMAM O nNpuesge CTaporo KHA3s
BapATUHCKOro, OH MONMOXWUTENIbHO YAUBWIICA 3TOMY HEOXWAAHHOMY BU3UTY.
BapsTuHckne wn [Jonropykue, HeCMoTpss Ha TO, 4YTO MX CBs3biBasa obuiero
HUTBIO MPUABOPHAA XW3Hb, HE TOJIbKO He nNojAepXuBaanM 4acTHOro
3HAKOMCTBa, HO Ja)e CTOPOHWINCL ApYyr Apyra. Hu oanH mn3 [JONropykux He
6biBan y BapATUHCKUX, U HUKTO U3 BapATUHCKUX HUKOrga He 3arnsgbiBan K
JonropykuMm. W noatoMmy nossneHune WMBaHa ®EénopoBuya bapaTtuHckoro,
CNbiBWeEro nputoMm Boob6We A[oMOcCeaoM, AaXe peako MnosBASABLIErocs B
ABOPLOBbLIX NMOKOSX, HE MOI/1I0 He Nopa3uTb Anekces Muxannosmya, ocobeHHO
Korga cnyra AOJIOXU eMy, YTO rOCTb XeslaeT BUAETb MMEHHO ero.

— [la Tbl, MOXeT, oC/blWanca? — cNnpocusi oH. — MOXeT, OH K OTuy npuexan?

- 4YTOo Bbl, Bawe CuMATENbLCTBO! — BO3pa3wn cCayra, — OYUYMHHO XOpOLO
paccnbiwan. OHW TakK U CKasanu, AOJIOXKUTb-Ae MOJI0A0MY KHA3K0, YTO MHE UX
BMAETb Haao6bHo.

Anekcer Mwuxanmnoemy He 3Han ewé o6 wmncyesHoBeHUM bapsaTMHCKOro, a
NnOTOMYy He Mor npeasuaeTb, 4TO BU3UT MBaHa PEpopoBuYa CBA3aH C 3TUM
ncyesHoseHueM. OH yanBNEHHO NoXas njieyamm u ckasan cnyre:

- Hy, 4TO Xe, NpoCK ero; cKa)wu, 4To Xay.



MBaH ®épnopoBuny BOLWEN TBEPAbIM WAroM, HemHoro 6onee 6neaHbIn, 4yeMm
06bIKHOBEHHO, M, TONbKO KMBHYB Anekcero MnxansioBuyy, HO He nogasas emy
PYKW, NpOroBopun:

- Bac, KOHeYyHOo, AO/MKHO YAWBUTb, rocygapb MOW, 4TO 4 K BaM B TOCTHU
noxanosan. [loxanyn, Bbl ewWweé BO3ropauTecb, — HACMeELWIMBO NpoAosKan
OH, — BUWb-A€, A0 4Yero Mbl Ccuay 60nblWy B3S/IM, YTO K HaM U KHSA3bS
BapAaTMHCKME Ha MOKNOH CTann e34MTb... He Ha NoKNoH g K Tebe npuexan un He
[0XAATbCA BaM MOKJ/IOHOB OT BapATUHCKUX, @ eCTb Y MeHs Aeno.

Jonropykmn 6bin1 CTpalWlHO CMYWEH TaKMM BCTYMJIEHWEM, HO BCE-Taku
BEX/IMBO OTBETWII:

- Y10 6bI HM NPUBENO BacC, KHA3b, — 4 BECbMa paj BalleMy MoceLleHuto.

N oH, NpuaBMHYB Kpecno K bapATMHCKOMY, ycencs cam, AOXWAAsACb, 4TO
CKaXKeT ero rocTb.

"Hy, HaBpsa Tbl o4yeHb-TO obpagyewbca!" - nogyman MeBaH ®EnopoBuu,
CafsiCb B CBOK oyepenb.

- BoT Bunaute, B 4éM aeno, cyaapb MOW, — CKasan OH BCAyX, — npuexan s
y3HaTb, He BMAANU Nb Bbl HEHAPOKOM BYepallHUIM AeHb NNEeMSAHHMKA MOero,
KHA35 Bacununa?

L[ONropykuin 4yTb-4yTb U3MEHWU/ICA B NuLe.

- HeT, Bawe cnatenbCctBo, He Buaasn. OH KO MHe He 3axoauT. HackKonbKo un
BaM BeAOMO, Mbl C HUM He B 6onbwon apyxbe.

- 3Haw! - cyxo oTpesan MeaH ®EpopoBmy, — NOTOMY W cnpawusatw. — WU,
BMUBLUNCb NpPUCTaNbHbIM B3rnsaQoM B NuMuo Anekces Muxannosuua, OH
MeANeHHO, OT4YeKaHuBas Kaxaoe CnoBo, ckasan: - [lponan, cyaapb MoOW,
Bacunuin Mateeesundy, nponan! N gymato s, 4TO B TOM Nporaxe Bbl CBEAOMbI.
[Jlonropykui B34porHyn BCeM TenoM m 6bICTPO BCKOYMA C MecTa.

OH TOTYaC e NMoHsI, YTo AHTPONbIY caep>an cBoé obewaHne. Buyepa cTtapuk
HaMeKHy/l eMy, 4YTO Tenepb Aesi0 Ha Ma3n M 4YTO OH MOXeT ObITb CMOKOEH 3a
yyacTb cBoero Bpara. Ho Anekcen MuxannoBuy He npupan 3TOMY HaMéky
601bIOr0 3HauYeHus, MOTOMY YTO MOYTM TO XXe caMoe AHTPOMbIY MOBTOPS
y>Xe HeCcKonbKo aHen. M TonbKo Ternepb OH yBepoBasn B NpaBAMBOCTb €ro

CNnosB.



OH BCNOMHMUA, YTO AHTPOMbIY CKa3an eMy BYepa C AOCTAaTOYHO TAaUHCTBEHHbIM
BUAOM:

- Hy-c, Bawe cnatenbLCTBO, NPUCMENO U Halle BpeMS.

- YT0 Thl ewé mMenews, Aypa? — obopsan ero JoNropykun.

- Hunyero He Mento, geno rosopto. Nonagérca Haw KHA3EK, KakK Kyp BO wu!
Takyto popTensaumio 1 eMy HoOHe NoABeay, YTO OH CaM B KankaH noneser!

— BC&-To Tbl Bpéwb! YK Tbl MHE 3TO KOTOpPbIM pa3 roBopulLLb.

- Hnyero He Bpy. BbyabTe CrnokoMHbI, CBOE Aeno 3HaeM. BoT rae y Hac ux
CUATENBbCTBO CUAMT.

N oH nokasan oxaTbli Kynak.

Bcé 310 cenuyac npunoMHuiocb Anekcero Muxannosuuy, U ero oxsatuna
Takas HeyaepXxuMmas pagoCTb NpWU MbICAK, YTO ero Bpar nornb, 4to OH eaBa
yAep>Kancs oT TOpXeCTBYyLwero BocKanuaHuga. U Tonbko 3nas, HacMewnueas
ynbibka nckpusuna ero 6negHole rybbl, na rnasa 6necHynm 31biM, HEXOPOLIMUM
OrFOHbKOM.

Crapuk BapaTUMHCKMM npucTanbHO cneawn 3a nepeMeHamu ero nuua. OH
noaMeTuUa MU BHe3anHy 6neaHocTb JJOAropyKoro npu ero nociegHux cnosax,
3aMeTusl, KakK OH B3APOrHysn, rnomMasn v 3Ty ynblbKy, KOTOpas siCHee BCAKUX
C/I0B roBOpWa, YTo OH He owmnbecs, YTo JoNropykuii 4eNCTBUTENBHO BUHOBEH
B MCYE3HOBEHUW ero nnemMsiHHuka. W ¢ BHe3anHO BCMbIXHYBWWM B30OPOM
CTapbl KHA3b O6bICTPO NOAHANCS C CBOEr0 Kpecna U BOCKIUKHYI:

- Hy, 4To Xe, cyaapb, s Beab oTeBeTa xay! CkasbiBanTe, Kyaa Bbl 3a4eBanun
Bacto?

Anekcen MmnxannoBuy HacMeLWwsIMBO YNbIOHYNCS 1 pa3BEén pyKaMmu.

- N3BMHUTE, KHA3b, 9 BaC NOHATb He yMmew! Cka3sbiBalo BaM, YTO Mbl C BalLINM
NAEMSAHHUKOM AABHO YX 3HaKoMcTBa He BoamM. N knsaHycb Bam Borom, 4 ero
BUYepa n B rnasa He supan!

Bcsa kpoBb 6pocunack B ronosy MeaHa ®éanoposuya.

- Bpéwb, 3noaen! — 3arpemen oH. — Tbl ero yo6un, Tbli!!

- OnoMHUTEeCb, Bawe CuUATeNnbCTBO, Bbl C yMa cownn! — XNagHOKPOBHO
oTo3Bancsa JOoNropykui.

OTO X/TA4HOKPOBME OKOHYaTesSIbHO B30pBasio BapsaTUHCKOro. Y Hero yx He



OCTaBasioCb HWKAKUX COMHEHWW, 4YTO CTOSAWMA nepel HUM C  TaKuM
BbI3blBAlOWMM HaCMeWNMBbIM BUAOM 4YenoBeK AeNCTBUTENbHO Yybun ero
HeCYaCTHOro nJeMsAHHWKA, W, OXBAYEHHbIM AWKOK XaXAOW MeCTu, OH
Habpocuiica Ha HEero u cxBaTwu/ ero 3a ropsao, Kpuya:

- Tbl ero y6bun, TbiI!! KpoBb ero Ha Tebe! Hy, mna a9 He pnam Tebe
TopxectBoBaTb! YMupan, cobaka, cobaubenn cmeptbio!! — N OH BCE cunbHee
CKuMan ropno Anekces Mmxannosmya CBOMMW KOCT/ISABbIMU NasibLamu.

Ero HanageHne 6bi10 Tak HEOXWAAHHO, 4YTO [ONropyKMin B MNEPBYHD MUHYTY
COBEpLIEHHO pacTepsncsa, HO 3aTeM OH cobpancs C CMNOWN, BbIpBasCs U3 pykK
AYLWMBLUEro ero CTapuka un OTTONIKHYN ero oT cebs.

MBaH ®&épnopoBny B3MaxHyn 6eccunibHO pyKaMu, T[AyXO0 BCKPUKHYN WU
3aMepTBO rpsHYACS Ha non. Bo3byxaeHue ero 6bi10 Tak CUAbHO, 4TO B Ty
MUHYTY, Korga JONropykuin OTTONKHY ero oT cebs, OH /INWnACA YyBCTB U He

MOl yaep>XaTbCA Ha HOorax.

YacTb BTOpasd
UIrPA CYObbbl
nasa I. B BUXPE COBbITUN

MpoLwno oKoNo ABYX MecsLeB.
CeHaABWH, KOHEYHOo, Hawénca u 6bln CTpawHO MNopaxéH WCYEe3HOBEHUEM
BapsTUHCKOro, KOTOPOro HNU OH, HU BenbSAMMHOB, HM MOCKOBCKas MoSNUNS He
MOIr/IN HAWTU, HECMOTPS Ha Camble TwaTeNbHble pO3bICKU. He Mornn HanTtu
Aaxe ero Tena, 4tobbl NMOXOpPOHUTbH ero € 4yecTtbto. OH wucyes 6e3 cneaa,
CNNIOBHO B BOAY KaHy.
Crapbl KHA3b bapsATUHCKMIA nexan npu cMepTn. HMKTO He Mor y3HaTb 06 ero
becene c AnekceeM Muxannosunyem [ONropykmMm, NoToMy 4YTO CTapumka pasbun
napanuy, M He 6bI10 HWMKAKOM HapexAabl Ha ero Bbi3goposBreHune. Cam
Jonropykui, noHATHO, U 3auKaTbCsa He cMen 06 3TOM pas3roBope, 4YyTb He
CTOMBLUEM €MY XWU3HU U TaK nedyasbHO KoHUMBLWeEMCSa ansa MeaHa ®éqopoBuya.
TeMm 6onee 4yto OH Noao3peBasn, YTO HE OAWH CTapuK BapATUHCKWUIA cuyMTaeT
ero ybunuen Bacunusa MateBeeBumya, HO 4TO U BenbsMMHOB U CeHSABWH

aepxartcsa 0 HEM Takoro xe MHeHusa. OH npekpacHo BuAen 3TO MO TeEM



npe3puTesibHbIM B3rnsiaaM, KOTopble oHWM 6pocatoT Ha Hero npu BCTpedye, U
onacascsi MecT C UX CTOPOHBbI.

Ho He 0 MeCTV NOMbIWNANN APY3bsA HecyacTHoro bapatuHckoro. He Ao mectu
UM 6bi10 B TO BpeMs, Koraa MieaH ®éQopoBUY CTOSST OAHOM HOMOM B MOruse, a
KHAXHa AHHa, HeBecTa Bacunmnga MaTtBeeBnya, Tasna He No AHAM, a no 4Yacam!
Korga en ckasanum HakoHel, 4To BapsTWUHCKMIA nponan, OHa BOCK/MKHYNA,
nobnegHes Kak NosIOTHO M roToBas ynactb B 06MOpOK:

- 270 ero Jonropykun yéun!

B o6MOpoK OHa He ynana, Aaxe He 3arnjiakana, a Kak-ToO oKaMeHena cpasy,
TOYHO ywna B cebs, CNOBHO MUp noTepsn AN Heé BeCb MHTepec, CNOBHO
XW3Hb, KOTOpas eweé Tak HeaaBHO ynblbanacb en, ctana eé TAroTUTb...

- 3HaeTe, H6aTOWKa, — cKasana oHa oTuy, — ecnn Bacsa He Hanpértcs, a ynay
B MOHACTbIPb.

- Hy, BOT rnynoctu! — Bo3pasun ctapuk PyaHUUKWIK. — N1 B MOHACTbIPpb Tbl HE
ynaélwb, U OH HanMAETcs...

AHHa nokayana rosioBomu.

- HeT, He HanaéTcs... YyeT MOE cepaue, 4TO He BMAaTb MHe 60osblle pagocTu.
N Ha BCce yTeweHUa poAHbIX, Ha Bce obewaHns BenbammHoBa n CeHsABMHa
OTbICKaTb MpOMaBLLEero XeHnxa oHa ynbibanacb 61eaHOM nevyanbHON ynblbKoM
M TaK >Xe Kayana ronoBon. U TonbKo € KaxabiM AHEM OHa CTaHOBWAcb BCEé
bnegHee ©n 6negHee, TOYHO TaXKEnNas cepaeyvyHas paHa, HaHecéHHas en
cyabboto, Toumna no Kanae eé KpoBb, KOTOpas CMNOBHO wcnapsnacb W
beccnegHo wucyesana uM3 eé ewé HenaBHO 340pOBOr0 M KpenKoro Tena.
Mponan pyMmsHey nuuya, nobnéknu rybbl, rnasa noTepsiini CBOW MNPEXHUN
6neck, ywnm B opbutbl U rnsgenn oTTyaa TOYHO M3 KAKOW-TO 6e340HHOM
nponactn, — U BCe OKpyXawuwme eé C y)XacoM 3amevanu, Kak noakalimbBaeT
eé 340p0OBbe KaKOM-TO TaWHbIM Heayr, KOTOPbIM B KOHLE KOHLOB COBEpPLUEHHO
CNTOMUT MONI0AYI0, eABa YCNEBLUYH pacLuBeCTU XU3Hb.

Mexay TeM cobbITUS NPUABOPHON XU3HWU LLIAWM CBOUM YepeoM. [lo-npexHemy
npoXkueana saanun OT ABopua npuHuecca Ennzaseta MNeTpoBHa; No-rnpexHemy
MONOL4OM Lapb BeCeNUICcs U OXOTUNCS; NO-NpeXHeMy ycunupanca Anekcen

puropbesny [Jonropykui.



MbiCnib 0 BO3BpaweHun B MNeTepbypr 6bina ocTaBsieHa yxe oKoH4aTtesibHo. Mo
HacToaHuio 6abkm uaps, uapuubl lpackoBbu, W noA BAMsSHMEM Anekces
puUropbeBmnYa OHbLIA MMMNEepaTop OKOH4YaTeNbHO ybeauncs, 4To MosioXeHue
MockBbl, Kak ctonuubl, 6onee 6naronpusaTHo, 4YTO KpyroM MOCKBbI ropasgo
6onbwe necoB, B KOTOPbIX MOXHO OXOTUTbCS, YTO MOCKOBCKMW BO34AYyX ANS
Hero ropasfo rnojsiesHee M 4YTO — CaMoe rflaBHoe — B C/lydae BO3MOXHOM
BOMHbI C LlBeumen MockBa He MOXeT MOoABEPrHyTbCHA HanaAeHuto, KoTopoe
HensbexHo ang lMetepbypra. HO He O4HO TONLKO MepeHeceHune CToNuubl B
MockBy 3HaMeHOBasi0 BO3BpalleHMe K MpexHWUM [O0NeTPOBCKUM MopsaKaM.
MHoroe, cospaHHoe [leTpoMm, noABeprasiocb He TOJNIbKO OCMEeAHWUID, HO W
YHUYTOXEHU0. Tak, peweHo 6bl10 OTMEHUTb PeKpYyTCKuU Habop; TOprosns B
ApxaHrenbcke, 3anpewéHHasa [lMeTpoMm, pa3pelwieHa 6bila BHOBb; Ka3éHHble
MnocTporkn B A30Be npukasaHo 6bi10  MNPUOCTAHOBUTb, YCTPOMUCTBO
neteprockmux ¢GoHTaHOB ©6bl10 6poweHo; AJaxe CcTapoBepaM, KOTOPbIX
npecnenoBan reHumanbHbin npeobpasoBatenb PoccMnm 3a KMX 3aKoCHenoe
HeBeXeCTBO M YMNOpHOe nNpoTUBOAENCTBME ero HoBOBBeAeHUs M, 6binu
caenaHbl 3HauuTenbHble nocnabneHus.

NpuBep>XXeHubl CTapuHbl FPOMKO pajoBannCb TakuMm  pedopMaMm U
npeasewann eweé MHOroe Ha 3ToOM NyTW BO3BpaLLEeHUS BCNATb. FOBOpPUAN, YTO
Poccma MepasieHHbIM, HO BEpHbIM LIaroM BepHETCH Has3ad K TeM obblyasM U
nopsiakaM, Kakme cyuwiecrtsosanu ao letpa.

B To Xe caMoe BpeMsa TOonkM O Opake uaps C KHsKHOM EkatepuHou
Jonropykon ycunusanucb Bcé 6onblie n 6onbwe. Tenepb 06 3TOM roBopunm
YXX He TaWHO, KakK npexae, a no4ytu BCcnyx. MHorme paxe nosapasnsisiv
Anekcesi 'puropbeBmya C CHaCTIMBOM (OPTYHOW, BbiNaBLIEN HA AOMAK €ro
aodepu.

Jlonropykmin He npoTectoBan nMNpOTUB TaKMX MO34paBfeHuin, a TOJIbKO
CKPOMHO ynbibancsa v oTeBevan:

- He peweHO noka HM4Yero, rocygapu Mowm...

Anekcen puropbeBMY MNpOAO/IKAN HAYaTyd UM UIFPYy WU MNOSIOXKUTENBbHO He
OTNyCcKan MofsoAoro uaps oT cebs HM Ha war, ConpoBOXAas ero BcClay M

OKpYyXa4d MOCTOAHHO yneHaMu CBOEro CeMencTBa, cpeaun KOTOPbIX



NnepBeHCTBYHOLEEe MeCTO 3aHMMana, KOHeYHO, KHshkHa EkaTepuHa. Anekcen
puropbeBny 6pan eé Ha UapCKue OXOTbl, MPUBO3MA BO ABOpEL ASS Urpbl C
LuapéM B WaxMaTbl, — C/0BOM, CTapasicd NpUy4YnTb KOHOro rocypaps K eé
NPUCYTCTBMIO, NpMBA3aTb €ro K Hel u caenaTtb eé Tak e Heob6xoaMMom, Kak
Heobxoamm 6bl1 ANa OHOro wmMmnepatopa ewé HeaaBHO dasopuT KMBaH
Jonropykun.

N 31O eMy Mano-nomany yaanocsh.

NBaH [ONropyknii NOYTU COBEPLUEHHO OTAANMACSA OT Laps, HECMOTPS Ha BCe
yBellaHua apy3en, npeasewaswmx emy, BCieacTBme 3Toro, ec/iv U He nosiHoe
nageHve, To, BO BCSKOM C/lly4yae, HEMUIOCTb.

Ho MBaH TONbKO pe3Ko BCTpsiXMBas CBOEW Kyp4yaBOW FoOSIOBOW M OTBeYas Ha
BCe 3TW yBelwaHns O4HO:

- Hy n nyctb... la v ny4dwe, Konn MeHs B bepésoB cowntoT... O6pa3ymMntoch 4
TaM, NO KPaMHOCTMW...

Ero kytexun n gebowm Tak nporpemMenin Ha BCO MOCKBY, YTO NMpUABOPHbIE
BE/IbMOXW TONbKO axanu ga njedyamMu noxumanum, BTanHe YAUBNSAACH
aonroTteprneHuto lMNeTpa, CTpalwHO cky4vaswero 6e3 ceoero nwbuMua n B To Xe
BpeMS XanesLwero ero, — xasneswero B 0CO6€HHOCTMN MOTOMY, YTO OH 3aMeyars
B VBaHe KakKme-TO CTpaHHble NMPU3HaAKWU AYLWEBHOrO ropsi, Kakom-To TamHOM
6onesHn. [MpoboBan uapb paccrnpocuTb CcBoero ¢asopuUta O MpUYKHE
BHe3anHou nepeMeHbl B €ro xapakrepe.

- Ckaxu, BaHs, 4to € To60oM Cny4ynmnocb? — CNpOCK OH ero Kak-To pas.

- Huyero, Bawe BeNNYECTBO.

— C yero Tbl TaKOM FPYCTHbIN?

- [a Tak... B3arpycTtHynocs.

— C yero B3rpycTtHynocb-1o?

— A bor 3HaeT c 4ero. Henb3a Xe BCE XoXOTaTb [Aa CMedATbCS, HaAo W
NOrpycTuTb, — C OTTEHKOM ropeymn B rosoce oTo3sasncs VeaH.

N 6onblie HMYero He Mor A4o6mUTbLCA uUapb. VMiBaH UM He MOr, UAM He XoTen
pacckasaTb, YTO ero yrHetaeT, YTO 3acTaBfsieT ero B KakoM-1o 6ecnpobyaHom
NbsiHCTBE YBMBaTb CBOK MOJSIOAYIO XU3Hb.

HakoHel uapb, WHTepecoBaBWWUICS BCE 6onee U 6Gonee CTPaHHLIM



nosegeHmneM ceoero dasopuTa, 0bpaTuics 3a pasbACHEHMEM WUCTUHbI K ero
oTuy.

- Y10 oTO C BaHen TBOpPUTCH, [puropbny? — 3adan OH BOMPOC CcTapLiemy
Jonropykomy.

- [lypuT OH, Balle BeNM4ecTBo, U Hu4yero 6onblue.

- [la c 4yero AypuTb-To? BCé 4yenoBek 4enoBekoM 6bin, a TyT BAPYr Tak
N3MEHWUNCS, YTO M Y3HaTb Hesb35 CTano. XoTb Tbl 6bl €ro nocnpoLwan, 4Yto Au.

Anekcen NpuropbeBmYy A0CaAIMBO OTMAXHYJCS PYKOW.

- CnpawwuBan.

- Hy, a OH 4TO0?

- Y Hero ogunH otBeT: "Xouy-ae ryndartb, notomy u rynsto!" HewTo OH oTua
ueHuT! Beab HOHe, Balle BeNMYeCTBO, AETU-TO KaKMe MNoLwn: Tbl €My CJI0BO,
a OH Tebe agBaguaTb; Tbl €My nasbuUeM MOrpo3uns, a OoH Ha Tebsa C Kynakamm
neser.

- Hy, BaHiowa-To, 4yan, He TakoB?

- bbin He Takos, a Tenepb bor 3HaeT 4Tto C HMM cTanock! MNpocTo npuctyny
HUKaKoro Het!

Lapb Ha MUHYTY 3aayMasncs, NnoToMm bbICTpO ckasan:

- A 3Haewsb, 'puropbny, y BaHn Kakoe-TO rope, AOJIKHO, €CTb.

- Kakoe y Hero rope! - npeHebpexutenbHO oTo3Bancs [AOnropykun. —
JypocTn B HEM, TOYHO, YTO MHOrO.

- Hy, 3To He ckaxwu! — Bo3pasun lNétp. — CoBCEM OH He TAaKOB CTasjl, Kakum
6bin Npexae: n noxyaen, n nobnegHen, n rnasa Takme rpycTtHble ctanu. Her,
puropbuy, He rosopu! C BaHer 4TO-TO cCnAyymnocb. Bot ecnn 6bl Thl
paccnpocun ero, Aa paccnpocus TONKOM, o4veHb b6bl 9 Tebe 6narogapeH 6bin.
MoXeT, Mbl YEM EMY U MOMOYb CYMeeM.

- Xopowo, Balle Be/In4ecTBo, CNPOCUTb CrpoLy, a CKaXeT I OH 4YTO MHe, -
3a TO He py4atlocChb.

N nenctButenbHO, Yyepe3 HeCKOSIbKO AHEeW nocse 3Toro, Koraa VMBaH Kak-To
C/ly4yarHO nonan AOMOM BO BpeMs MpUCYTCTBMSA oTua, Anekcen puropbesuny
APY>XeCKU B35/1 ero nof pykKy n yBén kK cebe B kabuHer.

- Cagucb-Ka, MiBaH, — ckasasl OH, YCaXXMBasCb CaM B Kpecso. — MHe ¢ To60



MoroBOpuTb HaAo.
MBaH AnekceeBMd HeAOBONILHO rMepefaépHys  rnjedamm, npes3puTenbHO
YNbIBHYCs, HO BCE-TaKM cen n CNpocun:

- O 4éMm 3710 ewé?

— CKaXu Tbl MHE Ha MUJIOCTb, C Yero Tbl 3TO AYPUTb-TO B3ayMan?

MNBaH AnekceeBuY CBMCTHYN M B6bICTPO NOAHSAICA C MecTa.

- Onate cTtapble necHun! U kak 310 BaMm, 6aTiowkKa, He HAfoecT Mnonycry
S3bIKOM Tpe3BOHUTb! Yan, 5 He ManoneTok U 6e3 Bac XOpoLWO 3HA, YTO MHe
AenaTtb Hago. Xouy rynate — m 6yay rynsatb, U HUKTO MHE B TOM 3arpeta
MOJSIOXNTb He cMeeT! — N OH pe3KOo wWarHya no HanpaBfEHUIO K ABEPW.

- [locTton, wanaa TBOA ronosa! — BOCKAWMKHYN Anekcen [donropykun,
BCKaKmMBas C MecTa M NoYTW HACUJIbHO yAepXuBas CblHa.

- HukTo Tebe 3anpeTa n He AenaeT, a Kon 9 ¢ Tobon roBopuUTb CTasn, Tak He
noyeMy MHOMY, a MNPOCTO M3 Xanoctu. Beab rnsaam Tbl Ha cebs, Ha KOro Thbl
HblHYe rnoxox!

- Jx, 6aTowka! - gocaanmeo oTMaxHyncsa MNeaH.

- Hnuero He 6aTtiowka! M pykon oTMaxuBaTbCca Heuvero. Beab B camom pene
CTbIAHO, UYTO TaKMM MNbSHYYron KHA3b Jonropykuin caenancsal! Mnagetb-to Ha
Tebs M NPOTMBHO M Xanko!

- Hy n He rnaguTe! — onaTb BCMbIXHYN VBaH.

- [a v He rnaaen 6bl, kKabbl Tbl HE NNOTb MOS Aa KpoBb 6bin! Beab NOMMK Thl,
BaHsa: u3Bénca A, Ha Tebsa rnsawoum! Beab 4yl 8, CepaAuUEM 4yko, 4TO
HecnpocTa Tbl 3TO KonobpoanTb cTan. Beab, BMANMO, rope Kakoe-To Tebsa ecT.
Hy n Cckaxwu MHe TONKOM, 4TO C To60oK nonmpuTymnocb? Beab MNOWUMU Thl,
rnyneii, — He Bpar s Tebel..

N B ronoce Anekces [puropbeBuYya 3a3Bydasin TakMe MSArkKMe HOTKMU, 4TO
MBaH yaAuMBNEHHO nornsgen Ha otua. HenpuBbIYHbI eMy 6blM Kak-TO U 3Ta
NaCKOBOCTb TOHA, M 3TOT NOOOBHbLIN B3rns4a, KOTOPbIM rNsAen Ha Hero oTteu,
BCerga CypoBbl U HeobwmuTenbHbIn. U cOBepLUeHHO NMPOTUB BOJSIM MOJIOAOM
yenoBeK NOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK B ero cepaue 3aKonowniocb OT3bIBYUMBOE TEMJI0E
YyBCTBO, YTO M B HEM BOCKpecna AABHO 3arsioxwas CbIHOBHSAA N060Bb, — U

OH, B CBOIO o4epeab, 6pOCMJ'I Ha OTUa CMArYEHHbIA NACcKOBbIN B3rns4.



Anekcen N'puropbeBuY 3aMeTus, Kakoe BrnevaTieHne NponsBesin Ha CbiHa ero
CNOBa, N He CTan TepATb 4apOM BpEMEHMU.

- To-To, BaH4, — CHOBa 3aroBopuN OH, — HaMNpacHo Tbl HA MeHS BCEé 3TO
BpeMs 3BepeM cMoTpen. Beab Kak-HMKaK, a HaM ¢ To60ol He npucTano B ccope
XWUTb, o0cobnmBo Tenepb. 3Haelwb, Kak Ha Hac Bce 3ybbl TouyaT. YyTb
NMOBUXHUCb Mbl MasioCTb, TaK HaC CKOBbIPHYT, 4YTO W MOMWHAM Kak 3Banu.
NoToMy W He cnep HaMm ApYr Ha Apyra 3uTbca. bByaeMm B Mupe Xutb, — N HaM
BCE HUMOYEM, BCAKYIO MpernoHy obonTn cymeeMm. Beab BOT BUXKY 4, UTO y Tebs
rope eCTb, — Hy U CKaXXn MHe, aBOCb 1 NONpasuM Aesno.

MBaH BCE BpeMsA cnylwan oTua, He npepbiBas ero HM MasenwmMm XeCcToM U
HU3KO OMYyCTUB rosioBy. A Korga oTel KOH4YM/, OH ne4yasibHO YCMEeXHYsICa U
cKaszan:

- HeT, 6aTioWwkKa, He MOXHOe TO AeN0: Moero ropst HUKOMY He n36bITb.
Anekcen NpuropbeBnY ynbIGHYNCA M NOKayan rosoBoMu.

- A 3Haewb, MBaH, 9 Beab Aoragancs, 4yto Tebs 3a rope TOuuT... — CKaszan
OH. — Yan, y Tebs 3a3Hoba nosiBunacoL?

Mnagwmnin Jonropyknun HepBHO B3APOrHYA M NpowenTan:

- BepHo. M oT Tol 3a3H06bI 9 N MecTa cebe He HaxXOoxXy...

- Hy BoT Buauwb, raynein! JaBHo 6bl ckasan. He Benuka ewé sT1a bepa.
NMpuceaTbiBancA, Aa n naBan ceagebky urpatb.

NBaH AnekceeBuY TSXEN0 B3AOXHY U NPOMOSBUN:

- Mos 3a3Ho06a 3a MeHs He NonAET.

OTey pacxoxoTancs.

- BoT Tebe pas! — BOCKNMKHYN OH. — [1a Tbl, HUKaK, NBaH, ¢ yma cnatun! [a
KaKas Xe 3TO HeBeCTa CMOXeT VMBaHy [Jonropykomy oTkasaTb? Takoun elé He
Hapoaunochk. 3a Teba BCcsiKas C pagoCTbio NONAET.

- JTa He NonAaérT.

- Aa k1o "3T1a"?! Cka3biBal TONKOM.

MBaH AnekceeBwnY BCTasn C MecCcTa, NOAOWEN K ABepun, NpMoTBOpUN €€, 4Tobbl
ybeanTbCsl, 4YTO MX HUKTO He MNOACMYLUMBAET, 3aTeM CHOBa YCencs wu Toraa
TOSIbKO CKasan:

- lMNMpunHuecca EnuzaseTa lNeTpoBHa!



Anekcen 1IoNropykun gake pykamMmu passén oT yaAUBIEHUS.

- BoT Tebe pa3! — npon3sHEC OH. — HeyxTo?..

- BoT ¢ 3TOM-TO NO6BM Ha MeHsA M AypoCTb Hanana! — 0To3BasiCs KHSA3b
MBaH. — XoTen eé nepecunuTb crnepsoHaydany, ga He cMmor. 1 HaaBy-TO OHa
MHe BCE rpe3unacb, U BO CHe-TO MHe OT Heé NOKOK He O6bl1o, — Hy U
3a4epTuia, YTobbl XOTb HEMHOrO 3abbITbCs. [a HeT, He 3abyaewsb! YX Tak-To S
konobpoann Bcé 310 BpeMs... MHOMY 6bl nopa Ha MOroct OTNpaBuTbCH, a 4,
BULLb, BCE XWB Aa BCE O Hel AYMKY AyMalo.

Fopbkas ynblbka ckonb3Hyna no ero rybam m 3atepsnacb B rnybuHe cpasy
3aTyMaHMBLUNXCS Crie3amMu rnas.

Anekcen puropbeBny Mon4va nNornsghesn Ha Hero HeCKObKO CeKyHA U MOoTOM
MPOMOIBWII:

- 2X, NBaH, MBaH! Mornsxy s Ha Tebs, kakon Xxe Tbl ewé rnynbin! HYem BClO
3Ty AYPOCTb Ha cebs HanyckaTb, 3acnan 6bl CBATOB — Aa@ U KOHYEHO Aesno!

- [la Beab 310 HeMbichMO! — npocTtoHan MBaH.

- [da Tbl nownu.

- W nocblnatb Heyero!

- A xouyeTtcsa Tebe cyacTba?

- [ocnogmn! — BOCKAMKHYN MBaH. — [1a 1, KaXwucb, ¢ yma 6bl COWEN C Takomn
pagoctu!

- W c yma cxoautb Hedero! Tbl TONbKO MeHs cnywancsa. BoT obbaBut He
cerogHs-3aBTpa rocyaapb KaTio cBoen HeBeCToMn...

- [la HewTo 3TO BO3MOXHO! — nepebun MBaH.

- Konun ckasbiBato, — CTano, BO3MOXHO. BCé aeno Tenepb BOT KaK HanaxeHo,
M He cerogHsa-3aBTpa CUe COBEepWMUTCA. Tak BOT OMOCASA 3TOro Mbl U AOHECEM
rocyaapto o tBoen nbeu. OH Tebs Tak nbut, 4YTO, HABEpPHO, CaM B CBaTax
byanet... Hy a emy yX npuHuecca Enmsaseta NeTpoBHa OTKa3aTb HE NOCMeET.

- Xopouwo, kabbl Tak 66110, — NpowenTtan MeaH.

- [a yx 6yaeT. Tbl TONIbKO AYpPOCTb CBOKO 6pocb. A caMoe rnaBHOe — CMOTpM,
NBaH, cTapaicsa ero Ha 6pak c KaTel HacTpamBaTb. Hy a onocnsa v 3a TBOMU
AenvwKn npuMmemMmcs... Tak Kak xe, BaHsa, naét, uto nu?..

MBaH noayMan HEMHOro, noToMm 6bICTpO noAHANCA C KpecCia U NpoTdaHysn OoTLyY



PYKY.

- NpéT, 6aTiowka!

- Hy BOT n nagHo! — obpagosancsa Anekcen NpuropbeBud. — A Tenepb AaBamn
nouesnyemcs.

N oTeu 1 CblH 6pocKUNUCb Apyr Apyry B 06bATUS.

nasa II. LAPCTBEHHbIN CBAT
lNMpunHuecca EnnzaeeTa leTpoBHa, NpoXxunBasi B CBOEM NOAMOCKOBHOM MMEHUU
MNepoBe, n He AyMana Bo3BpawaTbcsa B ropoa. OHa gaxe paga 6bina, yuto eé
BCE OCTaBuM/M B MOKOE WM OHA MOrfa XWUTb TaKOK >XWU3HbK, Kakasa eun
HpaBunacob.
Boann oT npuaBOPHOM >XXWU3HU, OT MPUABOPHLIX KO3HEW W WHTPUI, OHa
oTAbiXana AywoW Ha soHe CenbCKOW NpupoAbl, K KOTOPOM 4yBCTBOBasna
Kakoe-To ocoboe npuctpactne. OKpyxEHHaa HebOoNbLMM LWTAaTOM MCKPEHHO
npeaaHHblX €en naen, OHa Xwuia CaMol CNOKOMHOK >XU3HbK, MO34HO
BCTaBas, elWwé no3xe aoXxacb crnaTb, Uefnble AHM NPOBOAS WM Ha cene, Win B
rpoMagHoOM cajy, OKpyxasweM nepoBckuin AoM. OHa cTpacTtHO wobuna
NpoCTble AepeBEHCKME MEeCHU, U KaXablh AeHb B €€ caay 3BeHenn Mosnoable
AEeBUYbM roNnoca, ChablWwannucb 3BYKM 6aHaypbl U H6anananku, cnblwanca eé
BeCEnbIN, 6€33ab60THbIN CMEX.
MOCKOBCKME rOCTM HaBelwann eé o4YeHb peako, Aa OHa M He nwbuna ux
Hae340B, NOTOMY YTO 3T BU3UTbl BCE-TAaKN pacTpaBisinm eé cepaeyHbie paHbl.
Eli BONnen-HeBonen npuxoamsocb 3aBOAUTbL Pa3roBOpbl O NMPUABOPHLIX Aenax,
BONeM-HeBONEN MPUXOAWUIOCH OTBeYaTb Ha HeunsbexkHble BOMpoChbl, Mo4yemy
OHa He Bo3BpawaeTtcs B MockBy. OcobeHHO B 3TOM OTHOWEHUN el Hagoenan
Anekcenn HOpbeBn4y bubukos, HeCMOTpsSs Ha CBOM LWIECTbAECAT J€ET,
NMOKMOHSABLUMACSA el U CYNTaBLLUMA CBOMM HENpeMeHHbIM A0/rOM npuesxaTtb K
Hen XOTb pa3 B Heaento, coobuwaTtb BCe NpMABOPHbLIE HOBOCTMU.
B nocneaHuin pa3 oH NONOXUTENbHO Aaxe Hagoen EnusaeeTe leTpoBHe: M
CBOEeW cTtapyeckon nbe3HOCTb, U HECKOHYaeMbIMM paccka3aMm O TOM, YTO
Aenaetca B Mockse.

- N K 4eMy Bbl MHe BCE 3TO rosopute? - Ha6pOCMJ'IaCb Ha HEro HakKoHeL



EnnzaBeta. - CoBCeEM MHe 3TO HEWHTEpPEeCHO 3HaTb, M CAywaTb-TO A 3TOro
BOBCe He Xo4y!

- Hy Kak TakK, MaTylKa, Balle BbICOYECTBO, HEWHTepecHo! — Bo3pasun
Bnbunkos.

- BepbTe C/noBYy, HUKAKOro MHTepeca HeT.

- Hy yX npoctute, He nosepto! Yan, rocynaapb Mmnepatop He 4Yy>XOW BaM:
nneMsHHUK Hebocb poaHown.. A Beab OH coBceM pebéHok. Kpome Bac,
[06poro-To poACTBEHHOIO COBETa eMy HUKTO He AacT.

- Tak BOT Bbl U fanTe.

BnbukoB ncnyraHHoO 3amMaxan pykKamu.

— YTO Bbl, UTO Bbl, MaTyLlKa, HELWITO 3TO BO3MOXHO! [1a s He nocmelo.

- [1a noyeMy xe He rnocmeeTte?

- Kak MoxHo! U He nocnywaeT oH MeHs, Aa n [Jonropykme MeHda >XUBbEM
cbeaaTt. Yan, BaM BeAOMO, B KakoM oHM cune. CBOS-TO WKypa Kaxaomy
popora!

EnvsaBeTa Becesio pacxoxoTtanacs.

- Hy BOT TO-TO Xe, Anekcen Opbesuy! Camm A0 TOro AOroBOPUINCE. I MeHs
rocygapb He rnocnywaeTt, u MeHa [onropykue >»XuBbEM CbecTb MOryT, Tak K
yeMy e MHe Ha ux 3ybbl ne3Tb!

- Hy kak Tak, Bawe BblcoyecTBo! — 3ametnn bubukos, — yai, Bbl rocyaapto-
TO TETKa.

- Tak 4yTO X M3 TOro? bBbiNo BpeMsda, Korga MeHq [lleTpywa cnywancs, 3710
TOYHO, a Ternepb Kyaa Xe MHe MewaTbcs B genal YTo XOoTAT, TO NyCTb WU
aenatwT... bpocuMm 06 3TOM pasroBopbl BeCcTM Aa nonaém-ka nydwe B caj.
NMwb, AeHb-TO Kakon HoH4ye Bblgancsa! PoBHO 6bl M He ceHTs6pto Bnopy!
MNonaém-ka, crapuHywka! locnywaeMm, Kak HaM JAeBKUM MeCeHKU MOomnotoT.
Xopowo OHM Yy MEeHS NOKT, — TaK 3a cepaue n 6epét nHou pas!

N oHa nouytn 6eroMm HanpaBunacb K CTEK/ISHHOM ABEpW, BbIXoAsdller Ha
ranepelw, a oTTyaa cnycrtunacb npsMo B caa. [JeHEK AeNCTBUTENbHO Bblaancs
Ha cnasy. Spkoe CO/HUE CUNbHO TMpUrpeBano 3eM/l0 W CNOBHO
pacnnaBfieHHbIM 30/10TOM 061MBano MNOXeNTeBLUY M MOKPACHEBLUYIO UCTBY

[lepeBbEB, HAMOMOBUHY YXe OroNéHHbIX. SIpKasi 3e/eHb TpaBbl Ha JyXankax



nobnékna, U Ha Hen uenbiMM Ky4yaMu BansIMCb OMaBLUME JINCTbS, C/IOBHO
XOPOHSA Mo CBOUM XENTbIM KOBPOM MPOMOKLUYK OT OCEHHUX A0XAEN 3eMJIt0,
KOTOpPYK Tenepb NeaeHws CBOUMM [AblXaHMEM XONOAHbIM CeBepHbl BeTep.
Be3sobnayHoe Hebo, ronybbIM NNawoM packMHyBLUEeCs Haj rofoBaMu, ToXe,
Kasasnocb, NO6MEKNO M NOTEPSSIO CBOK SAPKYH JIeTHIOK OKpacky. lpupoaa
yMupana, u cnegbl eé meaneHHonm aroHMm ckasbliBasmMcb Ha BCEM. CnOMaHHbIe
BETPOM Cy4bsl BaNsSAUCb Ha TPOMMHKAX; UBeTbl Ha Kiaymbax nevanbHO
CKNOHWINCb K 3eMfe, TOYHO MNOHYpuB CBOW obneTeBlUME, CNOBHO CMSATbIE
CYpPOBOI PYKOK BpEMEHU, rosioBku. MNMTnybero roMmoHa He 6b110 yXKe CAbIWHO,
M eMy Ha CMeHy >anobHo, TOYHO wWenyacb Apyr C APYyroMm, wymena eweé
yueneswas JuMcTBa noa Haberamum pe3koro BeTepka Ja poHsana Kanau
HeJaBHO nNpowejwero A0XAS, TOYHO nMnada O CBOEN CKOpPOM CMepTwu.
EnnzaBeta [lleTpoBHa B conpoBoXxaeHun bubukoBa pgowna o HebonbLIOn
Ny>Xankun, 3aTtepsaBliencsa B rnybuHe 6epésoBon polwn. 34ecb OKono beceaku
B XMBOMNUCHOM b6ecnopsigke rpynnamMy  pacnofioXUAnUCb AepeBeHCKue
AEBYLWKW, AABHO YyXe noaxugaswme eé npuxoda. Npn eé nossieHNn OHU BCe
pa3oM MNOAHS/INCb CO CKaMeeK U rypbbor noBanunm K HEM HaBCTpeuyy.

- 3ApaBCTBYWTe, KacaTku, — JlaCKOBO npuBeTcTBOBana wux EnusaeeTta
NeTpoBHa.

- 3ApaBCTBYM, MaTyllKa, Balle BbICOYECTBO, COJIHbIWKO Halwe KpacHoe! -
XOPOM OTK/IMKHYNUCb AEBKMU.

- Yan, 3axagannucb MeHa? BoT Ha cero crapuyka nNeHsnTe, — nokasana
EnunsaseTta Ha bnbukosa, — 3TO OH MeHS no3aaepxarn.

- He Benuka BaXHOCTb, rocyaapbiHda, 1 nogoxaanau! — oto3sasnacb ogHa w3
AeBok nobonyee. — XoTb BEK paabl XAaTb, NNLWb 6bl TBOE NMYMKO NpecBeToe
yBunaeTb! YTO X, MaTylKa, NpuKaxewb 3anesaTtb?

- 3aneBan, 3anesan, ArpadeHa! BOT W CTapMyoOK MOW Bawero rneHbs
nocnywaet. Bot Buauwb, Anekcen OpbeBuy, - obpatunacb OHa K
BnbukoBy, — Ha 4YTO MHe Apyrue pasBfieYyeHus, KOMb Y MeHs 34eCb Takue
3abaBbl ecTb. [leceH 3axouyy, — TakK AEBKM 4YTO TBOM COMOBbM 3anbkoTcs!
HapoecT neHbe, — XOpoBOAbl BOAUTb 3acCTaBfto... A KOb U 3TO MPUCKYYUT, —

TaK Yy MeH4d TaKume nnAaACyHbl €Ctb, 4TO, rnaaoyd4M Ha HUX, BCE KOCTOYKHU



XOAYHOM 3axo4sT, Aa U cama B NAsIC nycTuwbcs!

- A ¥ BaXHO nasdwWeT rocygapblHA-MaTywkal! — BCTynuna B pasrosop
ArpadeHa. - HUKOMY CynpoTUB HEE TaK He crnisicaThb.

- Tak BOT, — BUAMLLb, KaKOe Y MeHH Becesibe, CTapuHyLlKa?

- PazBecénoe Xutbé! — C enBa 3aMeTHbIM OTTEHKOM MWPOHWUWU 3aMeTus
Bubukos.

EnnzaseTta noameTnna 3Ty MPOHUIO U BCMbIXHYA.

- KoHeuHO, pa3Becénoe! — pe3ko ckasana OHa. — YX He TO 4YTO Ha KypTarax!
Ewé npu 6aTioiKe NMOKOMHOM, NOXanyn, N B3anpasay Beceuancb, a Tenepb
yto! Tak — Knucnota ogHa! A s, 6pat, atoro He nbn. 4, cyaapb MoK, COBCEM
PYCCKWUI YeniOBEK, N KOJb BECESIKCb YX, TaK BecentCb Tak, YTO Heby >Kapko
cTaHoBuTca! Hy JaeByWwKW, — nMoBepHynacb OHa K CBOMM [EBYHbSM, —
3aTarvBanTe, Aa BeCENylo...

N, ckasaB 3TO, OHa ycenacb Ha 6nmxanwyl CKaMblo, NPUrIAcUB XeCTOM
cecTb psaom c coboto n bubukosa.

[leBKM cTanu B KpyXOoK. ArpadeHa 3aTaHyfna KakKyl-TO BECENYI0 MeCHK, HO
He ycnen Xop noaxBaTuUTb e€, KaK No annenke, Beayllen oT AoMa, Nokasasncs
ynpaBnsowmim MMeHneMm LecapeBHbl cepxaHT CeMEHOBCKOro nosika Anekcemn
Hukndgoposuy LWy6bmuH. OH Maxan pykamu, 4TO-TO TaKoe Kpu4yan, HO 3a
AANbHOCTbIO PacCTOSAHUSA HUYEro Henb3s 6b10 paccnbliwaThb.

Ennzaseta TOpoONAMBO MoAHs/acb C MecTa, MaxHyna pPYKOW AeByLllKaMm,
KOTOpble ToT4ac xe obopBanu NecHro, N KpuKHyna:

- Y10 Takoe, AnexaH, cy4ymnocb? Yero Tbl TaKk B3roMOHWUCA?

LLlybuH nogbexkan K uecapeBHe 1, eaBa nepesoas Ayx, coobwimn:

- ['oCcTn, Bawe BbICOYECTBO, NOCTU nNpuexann!

- Kakune ewé roctn? — HeaoBO/bHO cripocuna Ennsaeera.

- BaxHble roctn, Bawe Bbicoyectso! CaM rocygapb umnepatop!

LlecapeBHa paaoCTHO BCMbIXHYNa.

- [MeTpywa? — BOCK/IMKHYMA OHA. — BOT Tak ctopnpu3s!

N oHa 6pocmnack 6exaTb MO HanpaBfEHUIO K AOMY.

Monogoi uapb npuexan He oaumH. C HUM 6bln N Anekcen puropbesud, u

NBaH, n dpenbamapwan Bacunuin Bnagummposuy JONropykun.



Focynapb 6bi1 o4eHb Becen M OXMBNEH, XOTS, Kak nokasasnocb Enusasete,
AABHO yXe He BuAaBWEN nNNeMsiHHMKa, OH 6bin ToyHOo 6neaHee
06bIKHOBEHHOI0, @ Ha ero MUI0BMAHOM AETCKOM SinLe, HECMOTPS Ha YNnblbKy,
CKOJ1b3WJ1a KaKas-To TYMaHHas TeHb.

- 3ApaBCcTBY#, TETywka! - pafoCTHO MPMBETCTBOBAS OHbIA MMNepaTop
LecapeBHy.

- 3apasctByn, lMeTpywa! [Ja Kak Tbl BbIpOC, Aa BO3MYyXasn KakK, NpPOCTO N He
y3HaTb!..

MéTp caMoAoBOJIbHO YNbIGHYNCSA N CKa3an:

- A Mbl K Tebe, TETywKa, B roCTU Ha uenbii AeHb! Paga He paga, a npuHuMan
rocTen.

- [a KoHeuHo, paga! - oTo3Banacb Enusaseta. — Y n 6narogaputb-To Kak
Tebs, MNMeTpywa, He 3Hato, YTO Tbl 060 MHEe HaKoHeL, BCMOMHUN!

- [la BOT, BCNOMHUN-Takn. [ain, ayMmaw, K TETyWKe MNpoKayyCb, AABHEHLKO
Mbl C HEW He BMAanucb. BoT n npuexan.

Ho He oaHO XenaHue NoBmMAaTbCA C St0bUMoN TETKOW npuBeno lNeTpa K HeW.
Y Hero 6bina coscem apyras uenb. [HA ABa TOMy Hasaa VMeaH [Jonropykui
npusHancsa uapto B 10bBu K ero TETKe, 1 TOT BbI3BasICA ObITb €r0 CBATOM.
MNBaH AnekceeBnY NPOroBOPUICS COBEPLUEHHO CYyYanHoO.

- MNpu3Hanca-ka MHe, BaHga, — cnpocun Mexay NpoynMM uapb, — C Yero Tbl B
nocnegHee BpeMsi TakOW FPYCTHbIN U Hepa3roBopumBbin cTan? CkasbiBan MHe
TBOW OTeL, YTO Tbl, BMWb, BNOOUNCS, Tak NoBedan MHe, KTO 3TO TBOE cepaue
nonoHun. ¥Yx He LepemeteBa nn HeHapokoMm? Cka3sbiBalOT, YTO OHa K Tebe
6onbloe npuctpactme nutaeT. OHa BeAb KpacaBuua. Xoyellb, NocBaTatn?

- HeT, Bawe Benn4yecTtso, — oTo3Banca MeaH, — Ty, B Koro s BN06néH, Bbl
MHe He noceaTaerTe.

- A noyeMmy 6bl 370 Tak? — nonbONbLITCTBOBAN Lapb, 3a4ETbIA 3a XUBOE.

— A NOTOMY, YTO 3TO TakKas HeEBECTa, O KOTOPOM MHE U MbICIUTb He cnea.

- [la KTo X oHa Takas? Cka3biBau.

- W ckasaTb 60toCh.

METp NpuUcCTanbHO NOCMOTPEN Ha CBOEro NbmuMLa U NOTOM BOCK/IMKHY:

- TéTtywka?



Jonropykuin cMyLWwEHHO ONYyCTW/ rON0BY M eABa C/bIWHO npowenTan:

- OHa camas.

HeckonbKo MMHYT uUapwuio ToMuUTesbHoe MondyaHume. OcobeHHO TOMUTENbHO
oHoO 6b1510 Ana MBaHa AnekceeBnya, onacaBLIErocsl BeCbMa BO3MOXHOIMO rHeBa
uap4.

Ho uapb He paccepaunca. OH TOYHO onedvanunaca 4em-To, U rosoc ero, Korga
OH 3aroBopw/, B34parnean v 3By4dasl KaKOM-TO NogaBAeHHON CKOpbbio.

- Tak 4yTOo Xe, BaHs, npuceaTbiBanCs.

- He nonaéT oHa 3a MeHs, rocyaapsb.

- Monpét! — Bo3pasun MNMétp. — Konn xouewsb, 9 caMm B CBaTbl NOMNAY.

MBaH AnekceeBn4y HeOOBEpPYMBO B3rNAHY/1 Ha Uapsd, HO, BWUAA, 4YTO OH
rOBOPUT COBEPLUEHHO CEPbE3HO, MOPLIBUCTO ynasna K ero Horam u, nokpbiBas
rnouenysaMmn ero pyky, nporosopuii:

- Bawe Benunyectso! [la BeAb Bbl XM3Hb MO crnacéte! M Tak A Baw pab
AYLOK N TesioM, a ecnm ocHacT/IMBUTE 3TUM, TaK 9 He 3HaK, Ha KaKyl KasHb
nonay 3a sac!

- JlagHo, BaHs. Konn B ToM TBOE cyacTbe, — 6yay 3a T1eb4...

N ¢ TakMMu-TO HaMepeHussMM OH U npuexan Tenepb B [llepoBo. Cobpancsa
IOHbIN MMNEpATOp COBEpLUEeHHO BHe3anHo. [lpuexann K HeMy Ha 3aBTpak
Anekcen puropbeBuy ga Bacunuin Bnaaunmmposuud onropykue. Lapb ckasan
C HNUMWN HECKOJIbKO CJ10B, a NOTOM BAPYr U rOBOPUT:

- A 4To, Npuropbuny, Kyaa Tbl MEHSA HblHE MOBE3&LWb?

- [a Kyga npukaxeTe, Bawe BenmyecTtso! — otsetnun Anekcen JONropykun. —
BoT B KosiloMeHCKOM aaBHO He 6binun; Konu yrogHo, noeaeMm B KonoMeHckoe.

- HeT. Konu exaTb, Tak Mbl fiydlle K TETYLWKe noeaeM, — pewnn uapsb.
Anekcelnn puropbeBmy u3MeHUNCS B nuue. He no HpaBy emy 6bina 3Ta
noesaka K uecapeBHe. Ho cnopuTb 6bis10 HENb3s; a Koraa emy MBaH wenHyn
O Uenu noesgku, Tak OH N COBEPLUEHHO YCMOKOUNACS.

Ho npuHuecca EnusaBeTa, MNOHATHO, M He nMoao3peBana, Kakas TanHas
npuymMHa pykosoauna rocypsapem. OHa paga 6bina ero npuesny u CyeTiMBo
pacrnopshxanacb, 4Tobbl KakK MOXHO Jy4yle YroctuTb rocypapsi, 4tob6 oH

OCTancs BCEM A0BONEH M 4YTOObl HAKOHEL KOH4YMAacb pa3MosiBKa, TakK AO0JIro



TAroTmewasa nx oboux.

Llapb octaBancsa no nosgHero seyepa. OH 6bln Tak Xxe Beces, Kak U B MUHYTY
CBOEero npuesga, BCE BpeMs WyTUA W OT Aywun cMmesanca 6ontoBHe VBaHa
[donropykoro, 6biBwero cerogHs ocobeHHO B yaape.

BeuepoM ycenucb urpatb B NOM6epT, HO Lapb He NpUHAN ydyacTtnsa B urpe. OH
0TO3Basl TETKY B CTOPOHY U CKasan eu:

— MycTb, TéTyLWKA, CTapMyKM NOUIPatoT, @ Mbl C TOBOM NMOTONKYEM. Y MeHs A0
Teba aeno ectb. TONbKO, Yyp, YrOBOp Nydlle AeHer: Hanpeaku MHe obelawn,
4YTO BCAKYIO MO MpoCbOy MCMOSTHULLB.

- Hy 3To Hanepép ckasaTb HEBO3MOXHO. MOXeT, Tbl O TOM NOMNPOCULLb, YTO U
WCMOJSTHUTb HeNb34.

- He 6ecnokoncsa, TEéTywka, - CyXO0 CcKasan rocygapb. - Hwuuero
HEBO3MOXHOro 4 y Tebs npocuTb He byay.

- Hy a Bcé-takun? N'oBopu HanpaMkun. Kosim MOXHO, HE OTKaxy.

MéTp ynbIbHYNCA U NpUCTanbHO B3rNIAHY1 HA LLApPEBHY.

— Tbl HE AOMKHA OTKasaTb, — CKa3aj OH, — HM B KaKOM cny4ae.

EnunsaseTa lNeTpoOBHa NOKpacHesa U HEPBHO MNoBesia nneyamu.

- BoT kak! — npomonsuia oHa.

NMnepaTop TOYHO CMYTUJCSH, NOTOM B3rMAsHYN B Ty CTOPOHY, rae cuaen VeaH
Jonropykun, un, BCTPETUBLWMUCb B3rNsA0OM C ero rnasamum, 6bICTpo, TOYHO
CTblAACb CBOEN HepewnTeNbHOCTU, NMPOU3HEC:

- 4 Tebs, TéTywka, cBaTaTb npuexan.

LlapeBHa noriMmana ero B3rnsaa, obpawéHHbii Ha MBaHa AnekceeBunya, u
Cpa3y BCMOMHWAA O XOAMBLWIMX TONKaX... Y Heé 3axoJIoHy/0 cepaue, n OHa
TUXO, NOYTK WENOTOM, cnpocuna:

- 3a Koro, Balle Bean4ecTtBo?

- 3a BaHlo, — TaKk e TUX0 OTBETWUJT UMNepaTop.

EnunsaseTta 6bICTpO NoOAHAMACL C AMBaHa, Ha KOTOPOM cuaena psaoM C Lapém,
BbINpAAMUAACb BO BECb CBOM BbICOKMMA POCT U FPOMKWUM, Cpasy OKperLwmnm
roJ1I0COM NpPOU3HEeCsa TO/IbKO O4HO C/10BO:

- Hukorpa!

focynapb peskuM ABUXXEHMEM CXBaTu/l LEeCapeBHY 3a PyKy W LWENOTOM



3arosopun:

- 1 He pockasan, TETywKa, CamMoro rnaBHOro. MHe o4yeHb >XenaTesbHo,
4yTOo6bI Thl CTasa XXeHon MBaHa [JONropyKkoro, v Tbl BbiMAelWwb 3a HEro 3amyx!

- Hukorpa! - onate nosTopuna Enuzaseta leTpoBHa, MOYTM BblpBaB CBOKO

PYKY M3 pyK OTpOKa-uMmmnepartopa.

Fnasa III. BOCKPECLLWI MOKOWNHUK
KHs>kHa AHHaA xupena C KaxablM AHEM BCE cu/ibHee N CuiibHee. Y CTapuKoB
PyoHUUKNX CNé3bl HakuMnanu npu B3rnsae Ha Aoudb, Xyayk, 6neaHyto, TOYHO
CTaBLIY KaKOM-TO Npo3pavyHOM BOCKOBOM CTaTyeMn...
NMpoboBann OHM €€é neynTb, NpU3blBaNM Aaxe 3HAMEHUTOro B TO BpeMs
BnyMeHTpoCTa, HO M TOT HMYero nogesiate He Mor. OH TO/ILKO pa3BEslT pyKaMmu
M, C MNPUCBMUCTOM MNOHKOXaB Tabaky w3 30n0ToM Tabakepku, HUKOrga He
BbIXOAMBLUEN U3 €ro pyK, CKasasl CBOMM ropTaHHbIM FOBOPKOM:
- Huyedo Henb3a caenaTb... Huuedo... Takon rnonunii 6onesHs...
- Ho BCE e A0nro oHa NpoXuBET? — C 3aMMpaHueM cepaua 3agan 3ToT
Bonpoc Bacunun CeMEHoBNY.
- Kak Bor. Alles ist Gott... ®n HU4YedO He MOXHO...
N c aTnm yexan.
N ewé nevyanbHee CTann CTapukn, U BCE valle M Yaule niaakaan BTUXOMOJKY,
TasaCb U OT Jo4Yepu, n Apyr oT apyra.
Ho cama KHsi)kHa AHHa COBCEM He nevyanunacb 3TUM TaWHbIM Heayrom,
yHOCMBLWIMM eé€ Monoayt xu3Hb. OHa, Kasanocb, pgaxe papoBanacb
BHe3anHou cnaboctn, oxeaTuBwen eé. PapgoBanacb, Koraa, MNpocCbinNasich,
3aMeyana, 4YTo OHa 4yBCTBYET cebs ropasao XyXe, YeM OHa 4YyBCTBOBana
Byepa. OHa TOYHO pajoBanacb MeasIeHHOMY MNPUBAMXKXEHUID CMepTU, CIIOBHO
3Ta CMepTb Hecna c cobonm nonHenwee uUCLeneHne BCexX eé€ ropecrten u
MYYEHWUN, CNOBHO TaM, B 3arpobHOMN XW3HM, €€ Xaano TO cYacCTbe, KOTopoe
OHa yTpaTuna 34ecCb Ha 3eMne.
OHa n paHblle He Hajesnacb Ha BO3BpalleHWe MCYEe3HYBLUero >XeHuxa, a
Ternepb, KOraa npowsio NoYT Tpu Mecsaua C Toro poKOBOIro [IHA, OHa He Morna

MHa4ve ayMmaTb O HEM, KaK O 4yesioBeKe, KOTOPOro yXe HeT Ha 3emJe, KOTOprVI



y>Xe HE MOXET BEPHYTbCA.

NHorpa, korga oteu wanM MaTb BbiCKasbiBanu pobKyto Hagexay, 4To, MOXeT
6bITb, Bacunum MaTBeeBMY eLWé XMB, OHaA Adaxe He npoboBana ocnapuBaTtb
MX, @ TONIbKO MO/14a OCeHsANa CBOK MpyAb KpecToM U wenTana:

- [ocnoamn, ynokon aywy ybueHHoro 6osspuHa Bacunus.

N cTapukn He cTapanucb yxe bonblue pa3yBepsaTb €€, MOTOMY YTO NMpeKpacHO
BUAEN, YTO UX CMI0Ba W UX YTeElWeHUs He UMerT ANa Heé HM Manenwero
3Ha4yeHus. [la Tenepb OHM U CaMMn yXe He BEPWUIN CBOUM MPEXHUM HaaexaaM.
CAMWKOM MHOro npowsio BPeEMEHW CO AHS MCYe3HOBeHUs BbapsaTuHCKoro, wm
BOJSIEN-HEBONIEN U UM NpUWNOCL YbeauTbCsA, 4YTO BapsaTUHCKOro yxe HeT B
XWBbIX.

Ecnu KTO U COMHeBasncsi B ero CMepTu, eciin KTo 1 60s1Cs, YTO OH ewé XuB,
Tak 310 Anekcen Muxannosuy Jonropykumn. B nepsyto MMUHYTY, Koraa Ctapbin
KHA3b bBapaTuHckui owenomMun ero nopospeHneMm B ybuinctee Bacunus
MaTBeeBM4ya, OH BMosiHe 6blN yBepeH, YTo AHTPONbIY caep>Xan CBOE CNOBO U
n3basun ot ero Bpara. Ho c TeyeHMeM BpeMeHW 3Ta YBEPEHHOCTb MaJsio-
nomasny wucyesna, n rnaBHbiM 06pa3oM MOTOMY, YTO CaM AHTPOMbIY, KOTOPbIA
Ao/mKeH bbl1 ToTHac Xe ABUTbCHA C U3BEeCTMEM O cMepTu BbapsATMHCKOro u 3a
nony4YeHMeM 3aciy>XeHHOW Harpaabl, He MNOSIBUICA HW Ha CNneayrLlun AeHb,
HW 4Yepe3 Hedesnto, HWU 4yepe3 Mecsl M TOoXe, B CBOKW oyepedb, ucyes 6e3s
BEeCTW, KaK ucyesna ero xeptBa. DTO CTpaHHOe CcOBMNafeHMe BHYLWANo
[onropykoMy MbICnb, 4TO AHTponbi4 0O6MaHyn ero, 4TO OH npeaynpeann
BapsTUHCKOro 0 MecTm C ero CTOpOHbl U YTO BapATMHCKMI NPOCTO CKpbINCS A0
nopbl 40 BPEMEHU, @ COBCEM HE ybuT.

N yem panee wno Bpems, TeM cunbHee ybexpanca Anekcen Mmxanmnosuuy B
CBOEM CTpaHHOM nojo3peHun. OH BO BCEM HaxoAusa MNOATBEPXAEHME 3TOU
cBoOen Mbicin. W B TOM, 4YTO CTapuk BapATUHCKWUIA, HACTONbKO YyXe
onpasuBLWIKMNCA OT pasbuBwero 6bINO0 ero napanuya, 4TO K HeMy CHOBA
BEPHYNCS ronoc, He npecneayetr ero 6onbwe, Kak TOro MOXHO 6b110
oXXnaaTtb; U B TOM, UYTO OH Aaxe He npoboBan »KanoBaTbCsA Ha Hero uapk; U B
ToM, 4TOo CeHsABMH M BenbaAMMHOB [0 CUX MOp elWé He rnpekpawianm CBOUX

pPO3bICKOB, CTano 6bITb, OHM Haaesanncb, YTo Bacunuin MaTteseesny He normb.



B To e camoe BpeMsa Anekcen MuxannoBuy HUKaAK He MO OTAEeNnaTbCs OT
cBoer NobBN K KHSXKHE PyAHMUKOW, HEMHOro 6blf10 3arnoxwen B TO BpeMms,
Korga OoH M3MbIWASA MeCTb ANs CBOero CornepHuka, U Tenepb BCMbIXHYBLUEN C
HOBOW CUJION.

B AeNCTBUTENbHOCTU OH, KOHEYHO, HM Ha MWUHYTY He nepecTtaBan nwbuUTb
KHS)KHY AHHY. 3Ta ntoboBb corpeBasna ero YEpCcTBoe cepaue u B TO Xe caMoe
BpeMs 6blna ANS Hero AOHenb3s MyuuTeNlbHbIM YYBCTBOM, TaK Kak OH 6bin
BMosiHe yBepeH, 4yTo AHHA BacunbeBHa HMKOrga He nonbuT ero, HMKorga He
cornacutca Ao6poBOSIBHO BbINTWM 3@ Hero, U BCE-Taku, HECMOTpPSA Ha 3Ty
YBEPEHHOCTb, OH CTPACTHO >enasn obnagaHua KHSXHOWM AHHOWM, XOTen BO
4yTobbl TO HXU CTANO 3acTaBUTb €€ BbINTK 3a Ccebd N C KaKUM-TO My4YUTENIbHbIM
HacnaxaeHmeM Bbi3blBasl B CBOEM BoobGpaxeHuMM KapTuHbl bByayuwero
bnaxeHcTBa, Korga Monogas Aesylwka 6yaeT B ero BacTu.

"MycTb OHa MeHsa He NbuT, — roBopun oH cebe, — NyCTb HEHaBUAUT Aaxe,
MHE 3TO COBEpLUEHHO BCE paBHO. H XOo4y TO/IbKO €€, N MHe HeT Aena Ao eé
aywmn!"

B 3Tux cnoBax BblAMBanacb BCA €ro 3Bepckas HaTypa, BCHA NOLWIOCTb
xapakTepa. Anekcern Mmnxamnosuy 6bis1 OAHUM U3 TaKUX NIOAEN, KOTOPbIX HE B
COCTOSIHUM TPOHYTb CTpajaHue faxe caMoro stobnuMoro yenoseka, U KOTOPbIN
ONS  yAOBNETBOPEHUSA CBOUX MOPOYHbIX WMHCTUHKTOB crnocobeH paxe Ha
npectynneHune. JIloboBb K KHSXHe AHHEe aaxe Henb3s 6b110 Ha3BaTb S1I060BbLIO
B WUCTMHHOM 3HayeHWu 3TOro cnosa. I3TO 6blna MpPoOCTO AMKasa NOXOTIMBasd
CTpacTb, BO36yXAEHHas MpensaTCTBMSAMM A0 CaMbIX BbICWMX Npeaenos. 3TO
bbina Kakasa-tTo NboBHAsA ropsyka, B MNAPOKCU3ME KOTOpPOM 4YenoBek
cnocobeH pas3butb M CBOK ronoBy, cnocobeH 3aaywmMTb W TOro, KTO
NnonageTca eMy B pyKu.

Korgpa monogon [ONAropykuin y3Han, 4YTO KHsSXXHA AHHA 6o0sbHa, 4TO OHa
xyaeeT, 6bneaHeeT M C KaXAablM NPOXUTbIM AHEM NpubnunxkaeTcs K Morune, — B
HEM MPOCHYNAaCb He XanoCTb K Hen, He coXaneHue O TOM, 4YTO OH pas3bun
OEpP3HOBEHHON pyKouW eé cyacTbe, — HeT, B HEM BCMbIXHYMa 6053Hb, 4TO
Monofas AeBYyLIKa MOXeT YCKOJIb3HYTb U3 ero BNacTu, 4Tto U3 ero obbatumn, C

XaaAHbIM CNagoCTpacTnEM NMpoTAHYTbIX K Hen, eé BbIPBET Y HEFO0 CMEPTb, N 4TO



€My He yaacTCs NOTEeWNTbCS Haa CBOEN XepPTBOMN.

N B Takme MMUHYTbl OH O6bll B COBEPLIEHHOM OT4YasHUM. TO OH XOTen
6pocuTbCa K CTapukaM PyaHULKMM M Ha KOJMIEHSX YMONSATb UX OTAATb 3a Hero
HECYACTHYIO KHSIXXHY, To, y6exaascb B HeNenocTn 3Toro naaHa, OH U3MbIWAsN
cnocobbl NOXMTUTL MOJSIOAYHK [AeBYWKY, To 6pocanca Ha KojeHu nepeg
obpasoM M B nNAaMeHHOW MOMUTBeE Mnpocun y Heba 3ao0poBbs ansa 6epgHomn
KHSXXHbI, U He MOTOMY, YTO OH >asien e€, a TO/IbKO MNOTOMY, 4YTO eé CcMepTb
Morjia paspywuTb Bce ero auvkuve Hagexabl. Ho Hebo He npuHMMano ero
mMonuTe. CBATblE CnoBa 3amupanu Ha ero rybax, cepaue 6bl10 COBEpPLUEHHO
NyCcTO, N OH BCKAKMBas C KOJIeH, NOJIHbIM OTYAAHUSA U TAXKENBLIX MYUYUTENbHbIX
AyM.

MpOCUTb PYKM KHSXHbI 6b110 HEMBICIMMO. OH HMYEero He MOr XAaTb, KpoMe
NO30PHOro OTKa3a, He TOJIbKO MOTOMY, YTO OHa ero He nwbuna, HO N NOToMYy,
4YTO ero cymMTann BMHOBHUKOM rmbenu bapsTMHCKOro.

OcTaBanocb TONbKO OAHO: noxuuweHue. NMOXUTUTb MOJSIOAYH KHSXKHY 6bln10o
oyeHb Henerko. OHa HWUKyAa He BbIXoguna Tenepb W3 AOMa, a yBe3Tn eé
oTTyAa 6b1s10 NPOCTO HEMbBICUMO.

Ho, ocTaHOBMBLWIMCL Ha 3TOM peweHun, Anekcen Muxawmnosud He Tepsn
HagexXabl Ha TO, YTO eMy yAacTCs KakuM 6bl TO HU 6bI10 cnocoboM 3amMaHUTb
AHHY BacunbeBHY B 3anagHio.

- Tonbko 6bl BbIMAaHUTL €€ M3 AoMa, — FOBOPWU/ OH, — @ TaM a9 yBe3y eé Tak
AaneKo, YTO HUKTO He HAWAET Hawux cnenos.

Ho pencrBoBaTb OAHOMY 6Obl1I0 HEBO3MOXHO, W HEBO3MOXHO T[N1laBHbIM
o6pa3oM NOTOMY, YTO HEe MOr Xe OH OA4WH, B CaMOM Jersie, N 3aCTaBUTb KHSXHY
BbINTU KyAa-HMOYAb Ha NPOrynky, n 3axBatuTb €é Bpacniox, U yBe3Tu Kyaa-
HMB6yAb. [Na 3TOro Hy>XHbl 6bIIN MOMOWHWUKN, U Npexae BCEro HyxXHo 6bino
OTbICKaTb UX.

EANHCTBEHHbLIN 4YenoBeKk, Ha KOoToporo Anekce MuxaihnoBuy MOr BMOJSHE
nonoXnTtbcs, 6bi1, KOHEYHO, AHTpPONbIY, HO AHTponbiYya He 6biN0. AHTpPOMbIY
ncyes beccnegHo, n bor BecCcTb, rae Tenepb HaxoAWCsA. 3HAuUT, AHTponblva
cymtatb 6bI1O Heyero. Ho 6bin ewé oanH CybbekT, O KOTOpOM Ternepb

BCMOMHWUA Mosoaoi [onropykuii. 3To 6bl1 OAWH W3 ABOPOBbLIX €ro oTua,



mMonofon napeHb. CoBepleHHO ciy4YamHo Anekcen MuxannosBuu npeBpaTu
€ro B CBOero BepHoro paba, nsbasumB ero ot TAXENOro HakasaHusi, KOTOpPOMY
OO0MKHbI 6b11M NoaBeprHyTb HUKUTY NO NpMKasaHUO CTaporo KHA34.

HukuTa NpoBUHUACA B YEM-TO M HW 3@ YTO HE XOTes MPOCUTb MPOLLEHUS,
cymTas cebs HEBMHOBHbLIM. DTO F/1ynoe YyNnopCTBO YyTb HE CTOMJIO EMY XU3HMU.
Muxann BnaguMuposud, soobuie obpallaBlIMNCA MArKO CO CBOMMMU JIHOAbMMU,
BCNeACTBME TaKoro ynopcrea cTpawHo B36eneHuncs. OH npukasan 3anopoTb
HUKUTKY A0 cMepTu, U HUKUTKY, KOHEeYHOo, 3anoponu 6bl, ecnmn bbl 3a HEro He
BCTynuica Anekcem MuxanmnoBuy W He BbINPOCUT eMy npoueHune Yy
paccepXeHHoro ortua. Muxaun BnaauMMmMpoBMY OTMEHWST CBOE )>KEeCcToKoe
npukKasaHuve, HO NoA4 HenpeMeHHbIM YycroBueMm, 4Ttobbl HukuTKa ybupancs
AOMION C ero rna3 Ha obpoK M HUKOrAa He cMes MOosABASATbCA HU B OLHOM ero
noMecTtbe, M TeM nave Ha MOCKOBCKOM aBope. KoHeyHo, HWKWTKa He >xaan
TAaKOW MUAOCTU, U KOrAa €My M3 KHSXXECKOM KOHTOPbl BblA4ann OTMYCKHYH, OH
NpULWEéN B ropHULy K Anekcero Muxanmnosuuy, ynan Ha KoneHu u, obnmeasicb
cnesamu, ckasan:

- BoBek Baweln [obpoTbl, Balle CUATENbLCTBO, He 3abyay! OcuactnusBuin,
MOXHO CKasaTb, Mo rpob xusHu! W ckaxuTe Bbl MHe Tenepb, Bawe
cuATeNnbCTBO: yMpu, Hukutka! — ympy-c! cnosa He npomonsnio!l.. Bo Beku
BEKOB Baw pab, n ecnn 4to NOHAZOOUTCA, TONBKO KUY KIMKHWUTE, — MU3-3a
TpnaeBsTb 3eMenb npubery-c!

N BOT 3TOro-to HMKMTKY 1 BCNOMHUN Tenepb Anekcen Muxamnosmd. OH Mor
6bITb NPEeKpacHbIM MOMOLHWKOM B Aefie NOXWULWEHUS KHSXHbl PyaHWLKON.
OcTaBanocb TOJIbKO y3HaTb, rae OH Tenepb obpeTaeTcs. TO He NpeaAcTaBAsno
6onbworo Tpyaa, NOTOMY 4YTO B ABOpPHe Yy HUKUTKM 6blin Apy3bsi, KOTOpble
HaBepHoe 3HatoT 06 ero mectonpebbiBaHUN.

Anekcenn MnxannoBu4y He cTan A4apoOM TepsATb BPEMEHU U TOTYAC Xe KPUKHY,
noaonas K ABepu:

- Epmonan! nogu-ka croga!l

B ropHuuy ToTyac e Bbexan ero cnyra.

- YTO yrogHo, Bawe cUAaTeNnbCTBO? — CNPOCUIT OH.

— Tbl NOMHUWb HUKUTKY? — 06paTmnnca K HeMy [JONropyKun.



— DTO TOro CaMoro, KOTopbi Ha 06pok ywén? NMoMHI0, KaK HE NOMHUTbL! Mbl,
Yyan, C HUM CBOMCTBEHHUKMN.

— Tak Tbl, MOXET 6bITb, AaXe 3Haelb, rae OH U HaXxoaAnTca?

- Kak e He 3HaTb! BecTtumo, 3Hato.

- Tak rge xe oH?

- B Mockse.

- A B KakoM mecTe?

- [a Hepanede otctoaa, 61mM3 AnekceeBCKOro, Ha MesnbHULUE B 3acbImnmKax
XKUBET.

— A MenbHMUA-TO 4Ybsl, HE 3HaelWb?

- Kak He 3HaTb — 3Hat. MenbHUUa TUXOHOBCKaA.

Ha >3Tom pa3rosop obopBasncs, a Ha ApPYron AeHb paHO YTpPOM Asiekcewn
Munxannosuud Benen ocennaTtb fiowaib M OTNpaBuaca no TpoumuKkon gopore K
ceny AnekceeBCcKOMY. YTpoO 6bln0 MOpo3Hoe. JIErknn mHen 6enon neneHom
nexan Ha OronéHHbIX CyuybsiX AepeBbeB U CepebpucTbiM KOBPOM MOKPbIBAs
nonsi, TAHyBLUMECS MO NEBYIO CTOPOHY Aoporn. ConHue TOSIbKO YTO BCTaso U
rpoMagHbIM 6arpoBbiM MATHOM, KakK 6yATO COBEPWEHHO NULWEHHbLIM Ny4Yen,
rnageno CKBO3b TYMAaHHY AbIMKY, 3aTAHYBLUYHO FOPU30HT.

BoT BAann nokasanucb COCHbl apemydero CokosnbHu4yeckoro 6opa. [opora
nowna uenmHoOW 4yepes Jsiec, U ropsadas sowagb TO M AeNo CnoTbikanacb Ha
3MeeBUAHbIX KOPHSIX AepeBbeB, BbLIe3WMX Ha MNOBEPXHOCTb 3eMnun. 34ecb
cTosina npoxnaga. Pe3kuin Betep, WyMEBLINA B BETBAX JIECHbIX BEIMKAHOB, TO
n geno 6pocan B nmuo JONropykoMy MOKPYH Mbl/ib. 3BOH NOWAAMHbIX NOAKOB
rynko pasgaBasnca B NIeCHOWM TULWIMHE, U TyJIKoe 3XO MOBTOPSAA0 €ero no
HEeCKONbKY pa3, 3amMupas rae-To BAanM, B CaMOW 4awe, Kyaa, Kasanochb,
COBCEM He NpOHMKan AHEBHOW CBeT.

Anekcenn MuxannoBuy MNOSIHOK rpyAblo BAbiXxan B cebs CBEXWUA MOPO3HbIN
BO34yX W, coBepweHHO 6pocMB noBOAbS, NpPeaoCTaBWU/T MOSIHENLLYHO BOJKO
nowaaun, 6exaswen menkon pbicuon. OH npepasancd CBOMM AyMaM, He
[aBaBLUMM €My HM Ha MUHYTY MOKOS.

"Na c noMowbio HWKKUTbI, — AymMan oOH, — s XuBo obaenato 3to geno. OH

NnapeHb, KaXXeTCsl, CMbIWEHbIN... Kak-HMbyab BbIMaHUM eé U3 AoMa, a TaM B



KMOUTKY — U NOMMHaKM Kak 3sanun!"

"A ecnn OHa He BbIHECEeT MoTpsAceHUs Aa NoMpéT? — BApPYr npopesana ero
MO3r CTpalwHas Mbicnb. — [a HeT! He moxeT 6bIThb! — ycrnokonn oH cebqa. — He
YMpPET Xe OHa, B CaMOM pJesfle, He TaK YyX OoHa cnaba. Moxer, ynagér B
0bMOpoOK, — Hy, Aa Toraa s eé oTXoAuTb CyMeto, Nuwb 6bl OHa B MOWU PYyKMU
nonana".

Jlowagb CNOTKHYyNacb O 4Yepecyyp BblAABLUMUCA KOpeHb M 3axpanena. 3TO0
3acCTaBuUI0 €ro BEpHYTbCA K AENCTBUTENbHOCTU. MbICNM, KaK CTast MCNyraHHbIX
nTuy, pasnetennucb, W OH YAMBNEHHO ornsgencsa KpyroMm. [opora
pasgBounacb. HanpaBo BuaHenacb Tpona, yberaswas B rnyxyw dawy, rae
TEMHas 3e/leHb COCEH Ka3ajlaCb COBepLIeHHO cuHen. Haneso gopora 6exana
B ropy, mM3-3a KoTopoin 6enena uepKoOBHas KOSIOKONbHS C CUSABLUMM B Jlyyax
COMHUA, Kak 30/i0Tas 3BE3404Ka, KpecToM. HeMHOro sieBee KOJI0OKOJIbHU
yepHenu Kpbinbs BeTpsKa.

"NonkHo 6bITb, 3TO M ecTb TUXOHOBCKas MenbHMUa", — nogyman Anekcemn
Munxannosmu.

N, npuwnopus nowaab, OH BO BeCb OMOp nom4yancs B ropy. HemMHoro He
joesxasa Ao cena, HascTpedy [ONropykoMy nonasacad KakoM-TO MYXWYOK,
CKMHYBLUWI Nepen HUM CBOKO LLIAMYOHKY.

- Cnywan, nobesHbl, — npuaepxmseas nowanb, obpatunca Kk Hemy Anekcemn
Muxannosud, — rae TyT TUXOHOBCKAs MenbHuUua?

- [la 3BOHA! — TKHY/N MYXWK PYKOW MO HanpaBfeHuio BeTpska. — Wb,
KpbINbSAMN-TO pa3Maxanacb. OHa camas un ecTb. Ha BClO oKpyry ogHa.

- A KaK MHe K Heln bnuxe npoexaTb?

My>XWK noyecan B 3aTbl/IKe U cKa3an:

- [a oHo, rocyaapb-6aTiowka, 6onblwe 4yepe3 ceno e3gdaT, exenm C 3ToMn
CTOpOHbI. BOoT ¢ HanpygHoro, ToO4HO, Ha Heé npsimasa gopora.

- A NpsAMO NpoexaTb HeNnb3a?

- LlennHoin-to? MoxHo. Konun nowaab He yBA3HET, noe3)an ¢ borom...
Anekcenn MuxannoBmy 6poCUN MYXUKY KaKyK-TO MENKYl MOHETY U NyCcTun
nowaib pbiCbI0 4Yepe3 BCMaxaHHoe Tnojsie, a 4Yepe3 HEeCKOSIbKO MUHYT

noabveE3Xan yxXe K MEJibHULLE.



BeTpsk Tak WwyMen KpbibSMW NO4 BETPOM, YTO Aa)ke 3arnywan 3TUM WyMOM
CTYK >KEepHOBOB, MOTPsCaBWKMX BCHO €ro CTPOMKY MNOYTM [0 OCHOBAHUA.
MenbHMUa Kasanacb He MEpPTBbIM AepeBSAHHbIM CpyboM, a TOYHO XXMBbLIM
CyLLEeCTBOM, AbIWABLIMM B TaKT MepHON paboTe TAXENbIX KaMHENW U rHeBAUBO
LWYMEBWWMM Ha KaKoro-T0O HeBeAOMOro Bpara CBOMMW  KpPblbsSMU,
BEPTEBLUIMMUCS C TAKOW CUION, YTO OHM CMBANIUCb B 6bICTPO BpallaBlueecs
KoJseco.

[lonropykuin oCTaHOBMA fowaib OKOJSI0 CaMOro Bxo4a Ha MesibHuUy, cne3 C
cegna u, nogonas K BOpOTaM, OKasaBLWMMCHA Ha 3anope, HEeCKOJIbKO pas3
nocty4an B Hux. CTyK ero ycnblwaanM O4YeHb CKOpOo. He mpowno v MUHYTHI,
KakK BOpOTa OTBOPWUANUCL, U MONOAOM NapeHb, C HOr A0 rosioBbl 06CbINAHHbIN
MYKOW, BbIFMIAHY1 HApYXy.

DTOT NapeHb 6bl1 HE KTO MHOW, KakK HukuTa.

- Bawe cmaTenbCTBO! — BOCK/IMKHY1 OH, BCMJIECHYB PYKaMWU U KIAHASCh YyTb
He Ao 3emMnu JonropykoMy. — BoT He xaan g Takon pagoctu-to! [la uto xe y
BOpPOT-TO cTtouTe? lMoxanynute Ha MenbHuuy. A W nowagky Balwy noh Hasec
nocTaB/to.

N oH cxBaTuncs, yXxe 3a y3ay nowagu.

- MocTon! — ocrtaHoBun ero Jonropykuii. — Tbl YTO 34eCb — OAUH?

- EcTb ewé menbHmnkK, KoHapaToM 3BaTb, A4a Bbl €ro, Balle CUATENbCTBO, U He
yBnante. OH Tenepb HaBepxy Ha Ky30Bax CTOWUT.

- Hy BCE-Takm OH MHe noMmewatb MoxeT. Mbl nydywe ¢ TO6OM 3p4€ECh
NoTosKyeM. Tbl He 3abbln, YTO Tbl MHE CKa3asn, Korga oT Hac B 06pok yxoamn?
- YTOo BbI, Balle CUATENbLCTBO, KakK MOXHO 3abbiTb! BO Beku BeKOB Bally
nobpoTy He 3a6byay!

- M He oTKaxewbcs MHe B OAHOM esie NOMoYb?

- [a pa3pa3n MeHa [ocnodb, Konb oOTKaxycb! CkaszaHo - Baw cnyra.
MpuKaxuTe XO0Tb B OFOHb, XOTb B BOAY /1e3Tb, — nonesy!

- BoT g kK Tebe notoMmy M npuexan. Hy>XHa MHe TBOS MOMOLb, HYXEH MHe
TakoK yenosek, 4Tobbl BCE, 4YTO A CKaxy, caenan. 3a Harpagow, HukuTta, s He
MOCTOH0.

HukMTKa gaxke pykamm 3aMaxarn.



- Y10 BbI, Bawe cmAaTenbCTBO! — BOCKNIMKHY/ OH. — [la HEWTO 3TO BO3MOXHO!
Ja 9 y Bac B TakOM JOAry HeonjaaTHOM, 4To u 6e3 BCAKMX Harpag BCE
caenato!

- Hy nagHo. O6 aToM noToMm pasrosop 6yaeT, a Tenepb CAyLan...

Ho lonropykun He ycrnen ckasaTtb 6osiblie HM oaHoro cnosa. OH CoBepLIEHHO
CNy4YyarHo B3rnssHyNn Ha HuWKKUTY n BAPYr B34pOrHyn BceM Tenom, nobneaHen
KakK CMepTb M CO CTPalHbIM HEUCTOBbLIM KPUKOM OTLIATHYJ/ICA Ha3aa.

C3agn HukuTkm, B nponéte BOPOT OH yBuaen 6rnegHoe wucxypanoe nuo

KHA34 Bacunua MateeeBnya bapAaTUHCKOrO...

Fnasa IV. CYACT/INBbIN CIYYAI
BapaTMHCKOro cnac oT HensbeXHOM CMepTU MOJSIOXKUTENIbHO CYaCTNBbIN
cnydyan. Yaap, HaHecCéHHbIn eMy CeHbkon Kocapém, KoHeuHo, ybun 6bl ero Ha
MecTte, ecim 6 y Hero Ha ronose He 6bL10 [peobparkeHCKOro MosipKOBOro
Tpeyxa, 3HauuTenbHO ocnabuswero cuny yaapa. Ho Bcé xe 371oT yaap 6bin
TaK CUNEH, YTO OH He TONbKO OWEesIOMUA ero, NMWKWA 4yBCTB, HO U Bbi3Ban
AaXke CoTpsiCeHmne Mo3ra.
N Mutan, n CeHbka counu ero ybutbiM U NOTOMY He CTann "npukaHuymBaTb',
Tem 6onee 4yto MM 6bLIO Tenepb yxe He A0 Hero. WM ewé npeacrosno
No3aHATbCA AHTpOMbiYeM, ToT4yac >Xe HabpocmBwMMCA Ha bapaTuHCKOro,
Korga ToT ynan.
CHauvana n Mwutanm, m CeHbka nomoranu pasaeBaTb 6ecyyBCTBEHHOrO,
KasaBwerocs 6e3abiXxaHHbIM, oduuepa, HO Korga AHTPONbIY COpBan HakoHel
3aBETHbIN NOSAC C 30/10TOM HAYNHKOM, OHU NPUCTYMUIN K HEMY.
— A 3T0 4TO 3a WTyKa? — cnpocun CeHbKa.
- [1a TakK, NoSICOK HEMYAPSALLUMA, — HEBUHHO OTO3BasICsA CTapbli pa3bonHuK.
- Tak 4To X, 4YTO HeMyapswuih, — 3aMeTun MuTam, — Mbl U ero AyBaHUTb
byanem.
- 3auyeM ero AyBaHUTb, — BO3pa3ua AHTPONbIY. — Bbl €ro y> MHe ycTynuTe.
N Mutan n CeHbka pacxoxoTanuch.
- WNwb, Kakon nbicbin!.. la He6oCb B HEM BCe YEPBOHLbI...

- Kakune yepBoHUbl! Hnyero B HEM HeT. Tpsanka, u 6onble HUYero...



N c aTuMM cnoBaMm CTapuK MPUHAACS APOXAWMMMU pyKaMK 3annxmeaTtb MNOsC
3a nasyxy.

Ho 3TO eMy He yaanocs.

MuTam cxsaTui nosc 3a oAnH KoHel, CeHbKa — 3a ApYyrown, n, Kak AHTponbIY
HW COMNPOTUBAANICSA, OHW BbIpBa/IM Y HEro 3Ty 3aBETHYK ANS CTaporo wyTa
BELUMLYy, BCMOPOSIM HOXOM, HeBeAOMO OTKyZda O4YYyTUBLUMMCH B pyKax Yy
CeHbKW, — U1 4epBOHUblI, 6necHyBwMe nNpu TYCKIOM CBETEe NYYMUHbI
ocnenuTenbHO SpKUM 6n1eckoM, CO 3BOHOM MOCLINAJIMCb Ha NOA, TOYHO
30/10TbIM OpeosioM OoKpyXas HENOABMXHYIO roloBy  Hec4yacTHoro
BapaTtuHckoro.

— 2To Mou 4yepBOHUbl! Moun! — 3aBonun AHTponbly. — Y Hac, 4an, yrosop 6bi.
Bcé 6epuTe, a 3TO He TPOHbTE... DTO BCE MOE.

N oH 6pocuncs Ha KoneHn 1, nonsas no nosy, crtan noabupartb XenTeswwue
MOHETbI.

MuUTan pe3ko CxBaTuU ero 3a BOPOT M NOYTU HACU/IbHO MOAHS Ha HOMW.

- ocTon, ctapbii AbsSBOM! — KPUKHY/A OH, 3/106HO cBepkas rnasamu. — Tbl
4YTO 3TO, HaZyBaTb Hac cTan?

fosioc Mutgaa 3Byyan Tak rpo3HO, 4YTO AHTpPOMbIY Cpa3y MOHANA, 4YTO Aeno
HenagHo. A B3rnaa, 6poweHHbin MM Ha CeHbKy, C CaMOW exXMAHOW ynbl6Kon
norna)kneBasllero najbuamMu NeBOM PYKU HOX, TOYHO npobysa ero ocCTpoTy,
OKOH4YaTenbHO ybeanmn ero, 4YTO €ro COTOBApULUM 4YTO-TO MPOTUB HeEro
3aMbILLNSAIOT.

AHTpOMbIY Cpa3sy NepeMeHunsCcsa B nue U CNe3iMBbIM FOJI0COM MPOroBOPUII:

— [1a uTo Bbl 3TO, H6paTubl! YXX HEYXTO 9 U HA CaMOM Aefnle HEXPUCTb... Yan, 4
He 3HaJ, 4YTOo TYT KPYXO4KW... Kabbl 3Han, HewTo S OT AyBaHa OTKaXyChb...
[lyBaHbTe No 4ecTw.

- A, Tenepb "ayBaHbTe"! - pacxoxotanca CeHbka. — Uwb, cTapas kKouyepra,
o6MUWYNNTbL Hac 3ambicnun. Hy aa Bpéwb, — HE Ha TaKOBCKKMX Hamnan.

- Y Hac 3a obmaH pacnpasa KopoTka! — yrpioMo noarBepann n Mutam um
NPUABUHYNCA K ApOXaBLweMy AHTPOrbIYY BCEM CBOMM MOMy4YuM TENOM.

DT cnoBa CNOBHO 060XrnuM AHTponblda. B HEM npocHynacb CTpacTHas

Xaxaa XusHu. Xutb Bo 4TOo 6bl TO HM CTano, xota 6bl ANA 3TOro npuwnocCb



NoAHSATb HA HOrM BCE ceno, BblAaTb C rosioBoto un cebsi, n cBomx CoobWHUKOB,
n Jlonropykoro...

N OH OOHWUM NPbLIKKOM OYYyTUACH Y ABEPU U C FTPOMKUM, OTHASIHHbIM KPWUKOM
pacrnaxHyn eeé.

- Cnacute! PexyT! — 3aopan oH 6n1aruM mMaToMm.

Ewé MrHoBeHbe — M OH o4vyTuicsa 6bl Ha ABOpe U CBOMM HEUCTOBbIM KPUKOM
npobyamn 66l BCIO OKPYTrY.

Ho CeHbka He 3eBan. Kak kowka, 6pocunca OH Ha Hero, CUJIbHOW pYyKOWM
CXBaTWJ/1 €ro 3a ropso v BTalun Hasaa B n3by.

- Yero opéuws! - g3BMUTENIbHBLIM LWENOTOM CKa3an OH. — Ewé He 3apesanu...
BoT Tenepb opu, CKOJMIbKO Brie3eT.

N oH BCcaamn B rpyab AHTpPOMbIYA HOX, KOTOPbI BCE BpeMs Aepxan B pyKe.
Crapbih pa3bonHUK 3axpunen U C noaaBfieHHbIM CTOHOM FPOXHYNCS Ha non,
3anmBas BCE KPYrom KpoBbto, POHTAHOM 6BUMBLUEN U3 paHbl.

- Tyna cobake u gopora! — xMypo 6ypkHyn MuUTan n NOTOM KpUKHYN:— DN,
6abbé! byae BanATbCA-TO... Mbl BOT KacaTUKOB-TO B 4ally CTawuMMm, a Bbl TYT
BCE 3aMonNTe, YTOb 3TOM NOraHoM KpoBWM U Cneja He 0CTaBanocCh...

Yepe3 HecKosIbKO MUHYT MO 3aZ4aM HanpyaHWHCKUX M36 MeasieHHO npoexana
Tenera, Ha nepeake KOTOPOM, MenaHXONM4yecku nocacbiBas Tpybouky, cuaen
Mutan. OKono nowaan, owynbiBas Naskon HEBUAHYO B HOYHOM Mrne 4opory,
waran CeHbka.

Koraga Tenera Bbexana B powy, CeHbKa 3arosopun:

- A Kyaa Mbl nx 6pocum?

- [la Kyaa-Hmbyab nogane, — XxNaAHOKPOBHO OTo3Bancs Murtan.

- Ctano, Ha AfeKCceeBCKYI Mexy...

- Crano, Tyaa.

N oHWn cHOBa 3aMonivanu.

Kpyrom crtosina MEpTBas TULWIMHA, KOTOPYK WM3peAKa Hapywanu TOJIbKO
HesCHble rosioca HO4YM, CJIOBHO AOHOCMBLUMECS M3 4allM, TUXO0e piXKaHbe
nowaau aa CKpun TenexHblX KONéc...

Ho uem ganbwe yrnybnanacb Tenera B NIECHYK 4vauwly, TEM raywe u raywe

cKkpunenn Konéca, Tem Tulle ChnblWwanochb NowagnHoe CbblpKaHbe...



HakoHel HO4YHas TUWMHA COBCEM MOraoTUAa MX, U TONbKO LIYM B BETBSAX
NeCHbIX BEIMKaHOB, C/IOBHO HESICHbIN LWENOT, HapyLlan 3Ty HEMYIO TULWb...
Crapbin  KoHgpaT, ObiBWWA MENbHUKOM Ha TUXOHOBCKOM BETPSKE,
Nosb30BasiCa AYPHOIO CNaBOK BO BCen AnekceeBCcKOW okpyre. Ero HasbiBanmu
KONAYHOM.

CaM MesNbHMK M He CTapancsi ocnapuBaTb CNOXWMBLUYHOCS O HEM HapOAHYHO
mMonBy. Kazanocb, OH gaxke BnosiHe A0BOJIEeH 6bi1 TeM 60SA3/IMBbLIM YBaXXEHUEM,
C KakKnuM OTHOCUINCb K HEMY cocean, U Hepeako, Korga Ha cene Koro-Hubyab
3axBaTbiBasia xBopb, KOHApPAT He OTKa3biBasiCs NOCETUTb XBOPOro, MPMHOCS C
COo60K0 TO HACTOWKY KakKuUX-TO TpaB, TO KakKue-TO Macauua, KOTOPbIMU OH WU
NoNb30Bas HeAyXHbIX. W cnydanocb MHOM pas, 4TO XBOpb, 3axBaTuBLlas
yenoseka, noggasasnacb ero "BenoBCTBY", M 06 ero 3HaxapcTtBe 6exana
rpoMKas cnaBa, caenaBliasl MMS MeflbHUKA M3BECTHbIM HAa MHOrMe AecsiTKu
BEpPCT BOKpyr. Ho, HecMoTpsa Ha To, 4To KoHapaT HMKOMY CBOMM KOSAOBCTBOM
He NMPUHOCKMN Bpeaa, a CKopee aaxe oOKa3sblBan Nnosb3y, — ero sce 6081u1Chb.
BcTpeuasicbe ¢ HMM Ha paccBeTe, Korga OH BO3BpalLanCs C TAMHCTBEHHbIX
NECHbIX MPOrysioK, pobKne My>XWKu XOTs U OTBELUMBANN €MY HU3KUE, YyTb HE
A0 3€M/N, NOKJOHbI, HO TOTYAC e Cnewunan OTMIIOHYTbCS B JIEBYIO CTOPOHY M
lwenTann, TalkoM KpecTACb:

- CB4arT, cB4aT... [la BockpecHeT bar, n pactoyartcsa Bpasu Ero...

N BOT ogHaxAabl, NO4YTM 6MTKOM HabuB CBOM MELWIOK pa3HbIMW KOpPELUKAMU U
TpaBamu, ctapbln KoHapaT XoTen y)Xe BO3BpawaTtbCa AOMOM, Koraa ero
30pKMe, OCTpble rfas3a ynanuM Ha 4To-To 6enoe, BUAHEBLUEeCA Ha AHe
rnybokoro ospara.

Buepa, korga OH npoxoausi MMMO 3TOr0 oBpara, OH HUYero He 3aMeTun.
Takoe CTpaHHOe sBNEeHMe 3anHTepecoBasio CTaporo MesbHWKa, W  OH,
NPUAEPXMBASACH 3@ KYCTbl 60SpbIWHMKA U MaJIMHHWKA, FYCTO pa3pocLuerocs
no 6osee NOAOroMy CKJIOHY, CNYCTUCS B OBpar.

KakoBo e 6bls10 ero mM3yMmaeHue M yxac, Koraa OH yBuaen 34ecb ABa
yenoseyecknx Tena. OamH 6bI1 MONOAONM, KpacuBbIN 4enoBek; Apyron -
APSXNbIA CTApUK, CMAOLWb 3aNUTbl KPOBbIO.

370 6bIK AHTPONbLIY U BapsaTUHCKUIA.



- Bot Tak wTtyka! - BocknmkHyn KoHgpaTt. — KTO XX 3TO Takoe yMyapuica
coenatb?!

AHTpoOnbIY 6bi1 yXxe MEPTB. XM3Hb AABHO YyXe, O4EeBWAHO OTneTrena us ero
Tena, NoTOMY YTO TPyn COBEPLUEHHO 3aKo4eHern.

Ho BapaTuHckuin 6bin eLweé Xuns.

KoHapaT npucnywancsa K ero cepauy: OHO XOTS M 04eHb cnabo, HO BCE-Taku
6unoce.

"Hy nagHo, cepaelwHbi, — nogyMman ctapuk. — Mol Tebs Bbi3BonMm..."

N cTtapuk Toponaneo BbIbpancs nu3 oepara, oTnpaBu/ICsa Ha MenbHULY, B35 C
cob6o HMKUTKY M, BEPHYBLUUCb C HUM BMeCTe K POKOBOMY MeCTYy, NMepeHéc
becuyBCcTBeHHOro bBapsTWMHCKOro Ha MenbHUUy, 3anpeTuB HWKWTKe CTporo-
HacTporo KoMy 6bl To HM 6bI/10 FOBOPUTL O CBOEN HaxonakKe.

OH nonoxun Bacunua MatBeeBMYa B CBOEM MasleHbKOW KaMoOpke,
NPONUTAaHHOM HACKBO3b 3anaxoOM CYLWEHbIX TpaB, UeNbiIMM MNy4YyKamu
pa3BellaHHbIX Ha NOTOJIKE U CTEHaX.

MNepBbIM AenoMm, KoHe4yHo, KoHapaT cTan npmBOAUTb €ro B YyBCTBO, HO 3TO
€My [ONro He yaasanocb. HakoHeu K Bedepy Apyroro aHs bapsaTtuHckumn
rnyboko B34O0XHY/, MNoweBeflbHYNACa W 3aroBopui. HO C nepBbiX Xe CNoB.,
CKa3aHHbIX UM, CTapblil 3HaXxapb TOTYaC Xe MOHSAN, YTO eCn eMy WU yAanocb
Bbl3BaTb CBOEro 60/IbHOM0 U3 COCTOSAHMSA MEPTBEHHOIMO OueneHeHus, TO 3TO He
3HA4UT, 4YTO 6ONEe3Hb YyXe npekKpaTMnacb M YTO HeCYaCTHbIA CcrnacéH oT
cMeptu. HanpoTtus, 60ne3Hb npuHANa Takyw @opMy, KoTopas ycTpawwuna
cTapuka. Y bapsatnmHckoro Hadanca 6pea. OH  BbIKpUKMBaN Kakue-TO
HEMNOHATHbIe, HeCBA3Hble @pa3bl, OH TO ropefn, Kak B OrHe, TO JseneHen
X0N04A0M CMepTWU, TO BCKakuBasn, Kak 6yato ctapascb ybexaTb OT KaKuUX-TO
rPO3HbIX MPU3pPaKoB, HACTyMaBLWKMX HA Hero, To C TUXMM nnadeM 6eccunbHO
najan HaB3HWUYb U Nexan, He ABUrasCb, CIOBHO He Ablla, AaXe uefble Yyachl.
CTapbl MenbHUK NPOCKMXMBAA OKONO cBoero 60/bHOrO LenbiM1 AHSAMU, Aaxe
M NO HOYaM He OTXOoAWM/ST OT ero nocrenu, NpekpaTuB COBCEM CBOW JIECHble
nporynku. OH nepenpoboBan Ha HEM BCe CBOW CpeAcTBa, W HakKOHeL Mecsua
yepe3 aBa bapATMHCKMA nNpuwén B cebs M TyMaHHbIM B30pPOM oOrnsgencs

KpyroMm. Cpeacrtsa M cTapuka WIM NpPoOCTO CuabHasi Mosiogas HaTypa



oaepxxana Bepx B 6opbbe Mexay >XU3HbKO U CMepTbio, HO OH Obll HaKoHeL
cnacéH.

Crapuk obpagoBancsi, kak pebE&HOK, M NpUroTOBUICA YXXe OTBe4dYaTb Ha
6ecumncneHHble BOMPOChl, KOTOPblE, MO €ro MHEHUIo, AOo/KeH 6bin 3a4aTb eMy
MOSI040M YenoBek, — N BAPYI UCNYFraHHO B34POrHy/l.

BapsaTUHCKMA rnagen Ha Hero TakuM TynbiM, 6eCCMbICNEeHHbIM B3rns4oM,
KOTOPbIA HE OCTaBMsNl HWU Manenwero COMHEHUS B TOM, UYTO €C/IM OH He
NnoTepSN XM3HU, TO, BO BCAKOM Cny4yae, NoTepsia pacCyaok.

CoTpsiceHMe Mo3ra, BbI3BaHHOE YyAapOM W OCM0XHEHHOEe CTpallHenWwmnm
HEepBHbLIM MOTPSICEHMEM, NPEBPATUIOCH B MOMELIATeNbCTBO, NPOTUB KOTOPOro
CTapbl MeNbHUK He 3HaN HUKaKUX CpeacTB.

- Bot Tebe pa3! - rpyctHo npomonsun KoHapaT. - BoOT Tak Bblieywun!..
MounTan, Kabbl 3HATb, YTO TaK KOHYWUTCHA, M MNONIb30BATbL-TO ero 6bI10 He
HY>XHO. YTo 6€e3 paccyaKy XWTb, YTO NOMepeTb — BCE e ANHCTBEHHO!

A BapAaTUHCKUI Mexay TeM MpUNoAHSNCA Ha JIOKTe, CHoBa 6pocun Kpyrom
cebs TyMaHHbIN B3rN84 U BAPYr MPOCTOHanN:

- Cnacute, cnacute! A He xouy ymumpartb!.. OTaanTe MHe MOt AHIO! 3a4yeM Bbl
MeHs TawmTe B 3TOT norpeb? 3aecb X0NoAHO, Cbipo, ragko!l.. 4 He xouy croaa,
He xouy!..

N OH 3aKkpbiBan MU0 pyKamum v NyranBO MPUXKMMANCA K CTEHE, CJIOBHO Y Heé
OTbICKMBAs 3alUNTy OT KaKNUX-TO eMy OAHOMY BMAMMbIX Bparos, a NOTOM BAPYr
BCKOYMI, 3aX0X0Tas HEPBHbIM NCTEPUYECKMM CMEXOM U 6e3 UyBCTB MPOXHYCSH
Ha no”n.

KoHapaTt rnsaen Ha Hero ne4vasbHbiM B30POM M TUXO MOKaymBana rosioBoOn, He
3aMeyas Toro, Kak cnésbl BblberawT M3 ero rnas v Kanas no kKanne
CKaTbIBAOTCS MO €ro MOPWMHUCTBbIM LWeKaM. Taxeno 6bi1o CTapuky BUAETb
3TY HAANIOMIEHHYIO MOJIOAYIO XXW3Hb, MOTEPSABLUYIO CaMyl F1aBHYK OCHOBY
CBOEro CywecTtBoBaHUSA — pasyM.

Llenbin Mecsiu npowén BCnen 3a TeM, HO OH He MPUMHEC HU Maneuwero
obneryeHns bapsATMHCKOMY. Pa3Be TObKO ocCTpas ¢opMa, B Kakoum
Bblpa3nsioCb €ro noMmewarTesibCTBO B MNepBble AHM NocCne BbI34OPOBNEHMUS,

nepewna Tenepb B 6onee TUXYK, CMNOKOWHYK. OH MNpoCUMXMBaN LETbIMU



AHAMM B KaMmMopke KoHapaTa, He weBensacb 4YacamMm W YCTpPEMUB
6eccMbiCneHHbIM  B30p Kyda-HMbyab B yron. W3peaka TONbKO, Koraa
HEMOJIYHbIN CTYK >XEpHOBOB MpuBAEKan ero BHWMaHWE, OH BbIXOAWA U3
KamMopku, npobupanca BHU3, rae Habnwpan 3a nomonom KoHnapat, u, pobko
yCEBLUNCb HA Trpyay MewkKoB, ONATb-TakKM 4YyTb He UuenbiIMM Yyacamu
NPOCUXKNBAN 34ecCb, NOYTM He NnogaBasi NPU3HAKOB XXU3HMU.

TonbKko B caMble nocneaHne aHn Bacmnun MaTteBeeBuY peLunsiics BbIXOAUTb BO
ABOPp MesibHUUbI, MeAIEHHO NpOoXaXuBasicb MMMO aMbapoB U MHOr4a NoAxXoAs
K BOpOTaM, KOTOpble npeaycMoTpuTenbHbin KoHapaT, 6oaBwuincsa, 4tob OH
Kyna-Hubyab He ybexxan, noCTOSHHO AepXkan Ha 3anope.

Tak 6b110 U B TOT AEHb, KOrga Ha MenbHUUy npuexan Anekcen Mmxannosuy
Jonropykui.

BapsaTUHCKUI Bbiwen Ha ABOP Kak pa3 B TY MUHYTY, Koraa Hukutka otBopwun
BopoTa. [1o cmx nop eMy He yAaBanocCb 3arnsHyTb 3a 3abop, W, Kak Bceraa
6bbiBaeT Yy cCyMmacwenwnx, ero CTpawHO THAHYNO XOTb OAHWUM [1A3KOM
B3rNIAHYTb, 4YTO TBOPUTCA TaM, 3a 4epTon ero o6blAeHHOro Xwunbs. OH
MeANeHHO, Ha UubINnoYKax noAKpancss K BOpOTaM, M BOT B 3TY-TO MUHYTY U
yBuaen ero Jonropykuin, cpasy Y3HaBLIKMWA CBOEro COMepHWKa M CTpallHO
nepenyraBwuincs 3TOMY NOSBMIEHMIO  XWMBOro MeptBeua. Ho nuuyo
Jonropykoro, Ha KoTopoe ynan B3rngag Bacuninga MaTBeesuuya, He Bbi3Basio B
ero 60/1bHOM MO3ry HM Manenwero BOCMOMMHAHUS, HE TMpPOU3BENIO HU
Manenwen peakuuu.

Jlonropykui, cxsaTmslmMiicsa yxxe 6b110 3a wnary, Buas, Yto bapaTMHCKMIA He
NposBASIET HUKAKUX BpaxaebHbiX AEUCTBUIA, HEMHOIO YyCNokKouncs n 6bICTpo
cnpocun y HWUKWUTKKM, B CBOK o4epeab W yaAMBMBLUEroCs, M MCNyraBLllerocs
ncnyry Anekces Muxamnnosumya:

- K10 TakoB? OTKyAa OH B35/1CA?

Hukntka OrnsiHyncs Hasaa W, YBMAEB 3a CBOEW CNUHOM bBapaTUHCKOro,
AobpoaywHo ynblbHynCca n oTBeTun:

- JT0T-TO? [a Bbl ero He 6oWTecb, Bawe cuaTenbCTBOo! 2ITO0 Tak,
Hec4acCTHeHbKMI, coBceM 6e3yMHbIN Yyenosek!

— [la KTO OH Takon?



- A bor ero 3HaeT! MNogHan ero KoHapaTt Mecsua Tpu, noymTan, Hasaa B ecy
Aa v npuBosiok croga. Crapuk-To 3HaxapCTBOM npoMblwnseT. Joaro ¢ HuM
6buncsa, noka He BbI3BOAWA. [yManu, NOMpET, Aa BOT He nomep. [a TONbKO
coBceM 6e3 paccyaka okasancs...

"Tpn ™Mecsua Hasaan, - noayman Adonropykun. — OH, oH! M coMHeBaTbCH
Heyero. Hy aa tenepb S ero He 600Cb, TeNepb OH MHE He cTpaweH. Konu ym
noTepsia, CTano, BCE paBHO YTO MOKOMHMK. 3axX04y HaZd HMM MNOTELWNTbCS, TakK
"

noTewwycb BCnacTb!..

N Bapyr avkasa, aackasa mbicib 61ecHyna Anekceto Mmuxamnnosunyy.

nasa V. AACKASA MbICJ1b

"A 4yTO, ecnun 9 ero 3acTtaB/to 6biTb CBUAETENEM MOXULLEHNA KHSXHbI AHHbI, —
nogyman [Jonropykuin, rnaaa Ha Bacunma  MatBeeBuuya  3n106HbIM,
TOPXECTBYHOLWMUM B3rnsaaoM. — lNyCTb OH HMYero He NOWMET.. Ho aTo 6yaert
Moen MecTbto AHHe. OHa yBMAMT ero 3aecb, 60nbHOro, 6€3yMHOro... 2Ta
MenbHMUa ovyeHb yaobHa. A eé npuBesy coga U 34eCb 3acTaB/lO OTAATLCS
MHe... A nocne... nocse nokaxy en eé bbiBwero xeHuxa... "BoT, — ckaxy 4
€N, — 4yTo caenan s n3 3TOr0 4yenoBeka, MOCMeBWEro BCTaTb Ha Moewn
nopore..."

Bce 3T1 MbICK MOAHMEN NPOMENIbKHYNN B €ro rosioBse.

- Cnywan, Hukuta, — ckasan OH BCNyX. — Tbl AO/DKEH MHE MOBMHOBATbCH
peLnTenbHO BO BCEM.

- Focnogmn! — BOCK/IMKHYN MapeHb, — FOBOPKD: Ha CMepTb NOMAY...

- Xopouwo. A Tebe Bepto. Ybsa 3TO MenbHULA?

- DTa-710? Ja kabaTtumubl 3 Tpoekyposa, Onbrm TUXOHOBHbI...

- bbiBaeT oHa cama 34ecbh?..

- Jonpexb He 6biBana. A Tenepb KaXXWHHYK Heaento cioha AeHbKa Ha ABa
Hae3xaeT. C odumuepom ogHMUM xopoBoanTcs. Kpacosutas 6aba — cTpacTb.

— A Tbl 3HaelWwb, B KakMe OHa AHW Clo[a Hae3xXaeT?

HuKMUTKa yXMbINbHYCA:

- Kak He 3HaTb! 3aBcerga B oaHW AHW. B yeTBepr o6HaKHOBEHHO NpuesxaeT,

a B cy660Ty 1 Hazaa, B TpoeKkypoBoO.



— A Tbl B TaKme AHW Ha MefbHULUe bbiBaelb?

- §-TO, K NnpuMepy, 34eCb, NOTOMY AJIA MPUCTYTN HYXeH. A BOT CTapuka, TakK
TOrO OTCLINIAOT: AO/HDKHO — 3a30pPHO.

- Hy a Aypayok-To 3TOT 34eCb OCTaéTca? — KMBHYN Anekcen Muxamnnosuy Ha
NMpoAoJ/IKABLUEro CTOATb C CaMbIM TyMbIM BUAOM Y BOPOT BapATUHCKOro.

- 3pecb. A ero obHakHOBeHHO B KoHApaToBY KaMOpKy Ha 3aMOK 3anupato.
OH Beab TUXUIN, TaK U CUAMUT.

Jlonropykui 3agyMancs Ha MMHYTY, NOTOM CKa3san:

- Tak BOT 4TO, HukumTa. Bnobunca s B oaHYy AeBULY U XO4y €€ yBO30M
yBe3Tun. MoxHo byaeT eé cioga, Ha MenbHULYy?

- [la CKONbKO yrogHo, Bawe cuatenbcTBo! TOMbKO eXenm KOHEeYHO, OKpOoMS
Tex AeH, Korga cama xo3siMKa 34echb bbiBaerT.

- Hy noHATHO, — oTo3Banca Lonropyknn. — A yBe3TW MOK Kpacyno Tbl MHe
rnomMoxelub?

— TONbKO CKaxuTe, 4To Yro4HO caenato.

- Tak BOT Mbl KakK caenaem, — npogoskan Anekcen Mwuxannosud, — Koraa
npucneeT nopa AeBULY MOK MNOXUTUTb, 9 HApPO4YHO 3a TO6OM Mowso, a Tbl K
TOMY BpeMeHW nocTapancs ctapumka KyAa HWM Ha eCTb ycnaTb, @ CaM KO MHe B
MockBy cnewu.

- JlagHo, — cornacuica HMKUTKa M NoToM cnpocun:- A HeCYaCTHEHbKOro-To
3[eCb MOXHO OCTaBuTb? A TO BeAb €ro AeBaTb-TO HeKyaa.

- 34ecb, 30ecb OCTaBb! — mocnewHo ckasan Anekcen Muxamnosud. — 3anpu
€ero B KaMOpKy, OH HaM He NoMeLlaeT.

- pe nomewaTtb, - 3aMeTun HukuTka, 6pocmB Ha bBapsTUHCKOro B3rnsg
KaKOro-TO Npe3puTesibHOro coxaneHus. — e emy nomewatb. Nwb, OH TOYHO
MnageHel... Tak 3TO CMOTPUT, @ YTO6bl MOHUMATb YTO — HU-HWU...

N penctButenbHo, Bacumnun MaTBeeBMY BCEM CBOMM TenepewHUM BUAOM
npomM3BoAMN BMNeYyaT/IeHMe KakKoro-to 3abuToro, HMYero He Moryuwero eweé
oCMbICNTb pebéHka. Ero Tynon, 6eccMbiCNeHHbIn B3rnsg Tak paBHOAYLHO
CKO/Mb3MN1 NO BCEM MpeaMeTaMm, Ha KOTopble YCTPeMNsnuCb ero rnasa; smuo
ero 6b110 Tak 6e3XXn3HeHHOo, 4YTo Aaxke y Jonropykoro B Aylle 3alleBesiniocb

Kakoe-TO MMHOPHOEe 4YyBCTBO. TOYHO >KaslKO €My CTajlo0 Ha MIFHOBEHbe 3TOro



6enHoro, 60/1bHOro0 NAMOTA, eWé Tak HeJaBHO ObIBLIEro OAHUM U3 BnecTAawmnx
reapaenues.

Ho 3TO MWHOpHOE 4yBCTBO MCYE3/M0 TakK Xe O6bICTpo, KakK WU MosiBUNOCH,
CMEHMBLUNCb NMPUCTYNOM ANKOMW 3106blI.

"Tak eMy M Hago, — NPOHEC/0Ch B INXOpaAo4YHO paboTaBlieM MO3ry Anekces
Muxannosuya, — Tak eMy n HyxHo. Cama cyabba Cc NnMxBoi OTOMCTUIA eMY 3a
MeHs... He ctaHoBunca 6bl Ha Moen popore.. He 3abbiBan 6bl, 4TO C
Jonropykumu 6opoTtbcsa He cnea..."

— Tak KaK e, Balle CUATEeNbCTBO, — HApYLWA ero pa3sMbiwieHmnsa Hukutka, —
CKOpO Bbl MHE 3TO AeNnblue-To npegocrasuTte?..

— CKOpO... CKOpO...

- Tak 9 HaroToBe 6yay...

- Ja-pa. Kak TonbKo BCE Hanagutcs, a tebe nam 3HaTthb.

- Cnywato, Balwle CUATENbCTBO...

N ckaszaB 3T0, HukuTKa 6pocuncs noacaxuBaTb KHA3S Ha nowadb. ToT
ycencsa B ceasio, Aan KOHK WNopbl U MOMYancs OT MeflbHUUbl Ha3aj, KPUKHYB:
- Mpowan, Hukutka!

- polweHbs NpoCUM, Balle CUATENbCTBO, — KAHASAChb Bcnen [Jonropykomy,
HaApblBan ropso napeHb. — byabte 6n1aroHaaéxHbl. Mo rpob xuctm saw pab...
- [ageHbka! — BApyr ycnblwan oH c3aam cnabbin, Apoxalimi ronoc.

- YTto Tebe?! - noBepHyNCsA NapeHb K "HecyacTHeEHbKOMY", rnsaesliemMy
Ternepb Ha HEro Aafneko yXe He TakKMM TYMaHHbIM B30pPOM, KaK 3a MWHYTY
Ha3aa. Kazanocb, 4To TyCKOTa a3 eCci U He COBCEM McYesna, To BCE-TaKu
He 3aTeMHsna Tenepb npobnecka KakKOW-TO TPEBOXHOW MbICAW, BAPYr
MesibKHYBLUEeW B ero 601bHOM Mo3ry. — YTto Tebe? — nepecnpocmn HUKUTKaA.

- K10 310?.. C KEM Tbl pasroBapuBan? — cnpocun bapaTuHCKU, npoaonxkas
CMOTpeTb B none, Tyaa, rae NérkuMm AbIMKOM Knybunace nNblib, NOAHSATas
nowaabo Jonropykoro.

— A Tebe Ha wTo! — OrpbI3HYCHA NapeHb.

- [a s TaK... Beab 3T0 pa3bonHuUK... pa3bonHnK, asaeHbka, — CKOpOroBOpPKOMN
3awenTan Bacunuin MaTtBeeBWY, M Ha SMLE ero OTpasuiCa TakoW yxXac, 4To

Jaxe HUKnUTKe CcTano cTpawlHo.



- Yero Tbl ewé Menewsb!..

— PazborHuK... pa3bonHunk, asaeHbKa... pa3bonHuK... — NpoAos/HKan wentatb
BapaTnHckMn, nepexoass Ha KakKOM-TO AETCKUW, NNaKCMBbIN TOH. Kasanocs,
4YTO BOT-BOT C/1€3bl 3a6/1€CTAT Ha ero peCcHMuax U oH paspblgaeTcs...

- bypeTt, 6yneTt, — octaHoBun ero Hukutka. - WNwb, 6egHara! JonKHO, 3TO
Tebs pa3borHukM Tak obpaboTtanu... Hy nonaém, nonaém... HagoTb BopoTa-To
npunepeTb...

OH B3an bapsaTtuHckoro 3a pyky, BBEN ero CHoBa BO ABOp M, 3anupas BOpoTa,
npubasun:

- A 310, 6paTeu, He pas3bolHuK.. DTo, 6paTeu, BaxHas NepcoHa... ITo,
ronybb Tbl MOW, CUATENIbHENLWKMA KHA3b Anekcen Muxanmnosund [ONropykuin;
BOT OH KTO, @ HEe pa3bonHuUK.

N HUKNTKA, NOKOHYMB C TSHKENMbIM 3aMKOM, HanpaBWCA BHYTPb MeJSIbHULbI.
Ho ero cnoBa, o4eBMAHO, He MPOU3BEN HWU Maneunwero Bne4vaT/IeHUs Ha
6eaHoro bapsaTuHckoro. OH MeAsieHHbIM WaromM OTOWEéN OT BOPOT yepe3 BecCb
ABOp K ambapy, ycencs Tam Ha o6pybok 6peBHa 1, BCE Tak e 6eCCMbICIeHHO
rnaas B NpoCTPaHCTBO, NpoAo/Kan wenTtaTb:

— Pa3bonHuK... pa3bonHuK... pa3bonHUK...

Anekcenn Muxannosuy BO3Bpalwlancs AOMON COBCEM HE B TAaKOM CMOKOWHOM
HacTpoeHun, B KaKOM exasl Ha MenbHuuy. HeoxuaaHHas BCTpeda C
BapsTUHCKNUM, KOTOPOrO OH NOYUTAN yXe YMepLlunM, eC/In U He NMoAHSAA B HEM
YrpbI3€HUI COBECTU, 3aTO UCMyrasaa ero He Ha WyTKYy. XOTS B NepByt MUHYTY
y3HaB, 4TO Bacunumin MaTBeeBMY nMOTeEpsil paccyaoK, OH WM YCNOKOWCS
HEMHOro, HO Tenepb onaceHus nNpobyamnnce ¢ HoBOK cunon. OcobeHHO ero
TpeBOXWna TAMHCTBEHHOCTb, OKpYyXXaBlas Wc4Ye3HOBeHWe bBbapsaTUHCKOro u
AHTpOnMbIYa, U TO, YTO AHTPOMbLIY Mc4e3 coeBeplleHHO 6eccnegHo, B TO BpeMs
Kak Bacunuin MaTBeeBuY BCE-TakM Hawénca. NcyesHoBeHne AHTpoOnMblYa U
paHbLle YX HaBOAWM/IO €ro Ha CMYTHOE NpeanonioXeHne, YTo cTtapbin 6poasra
ero npegan n 4yto bapsaTUHCKUIA He ybuT, Kak TOro CTpacTHO eMy XOTesoCh.
Tenepb 3Ta BCTpedya BMOJSIHE NOATBEPAWUSIA €ro MpeXHue npennosioXeHus, u
OH HEeBOJIbHO 3aayMancs 060 BCEM 3TOM NPOUCLIECTBMWU, B KOTOPOM MPULLIOCH

€My urpaTb TaKyl He3aBuaHyt ponb. OH 60sanca Toro, 4Yto BapAaTUHCKWUIA



TONIbKO MPUKUHYNICS MNOTEPSsiBLUMM pacCyAoK, 4YTO OH BbbKMAAET yAobHOoro
cly4yas OTOMCTUTb CBOEMY Bpary, HO OH TOTYacC »Xe BCMNOMHWUI, YTO HUKUTKa He
ctan 6bl yBepsATb Tak B CyMacwecTBumn, ecnmn 6bl He 3Han 3Toro HasepHoe. U
3TO €ro HEMHOXKO YyCMOKOWIIO.

- Hy pa uto 6ypet, To u 6yget! — paspewmnn HaKOHEL, CBOM COMHEHbS
Anekcenn Mmuxamnosud. — OTCTynaTb Hekyaa. Hago natyv HanponoMm. YTo OH
XMB, — MHE 3TO Jaxe Ha pyKy. Tak MOXHO 6yaeT cKopee 3aMaHWUTb KHSXKHY
AHHY. YTO BapATUHCKMN He B yMe, — 3TO BEPHO, KaXXWUCb. BONbHO yX y Hero
6e3yMHbIN B3rnsaa-To!..

Anekcenn Mnxannoemy He NpsaAMO Npoexan K cebe AOMOM, a CHa4dana pewwwun
nobbiBaTb HAa MACHUUKOW, 4YTO6bI KaknM 6bl TO HM 6blNO0 06pa3oM nposeaaTb
Npo 340pOBbe KHSXHbl AHHblI. EMy He XoTenocb MewkaTb npuBeaeHWeM B
WCrMoJSIHEHWE CBOEro HaMepeHus, U OH pewwwnn ybeauTbCsi, HAacTONbKO I OHa
cnaba n 6one3HeHHa, 4Tob6 3TO MOrNO NoMewaTb €ro 3aMmbicnam. XOoTS OH
npekpacHo 3Has, 4YTo cama AHHa BacwuibeBHa HM 3@ 4YTO HEe MOXenaeT ero
yBuaeTb, HO B TO XXe& CcaMOe BpeMs OH pacCyMTbiBan, YTO CTapuk PyaHuMUKUA
He nocMeeT 3aTBOpPUTb Mepea HUM ABEepU CBOEro AoMa, a 0CobeHHO Tenepb,
Korga, MoxeT ObITb, 4epe3 HeCKOSIbKO AHen [onropykume MnOpPOAHATCH C
Lapém.

N Anekcen Mnuxannosumy He owmnbes.

Koraa ctapuky PyaHUMUKOMY [AO0NOXUAM O MNpuesfe HeXenaHHOro rocr4,
6pe3rnuBas rpumaca npobexana no ero sinuy, HO OH BCE-TaKM He pelunncs
OTKasaTb eMy.

- lpocn B kKabuHeT, — cKasan OH cayre u, Korga cnyra ywén, nposopyan
CKBO3b 3ybbl: — M 3a4eM TONbKO ero npuHecno? Yto eMy TONbKO OT Hac Haao?
Anekcenn Mnxannosmy BOWEN AOBOSIBHO pa3BsA3HO. Ha ero nuue He 6bi10 1
TEHN CMYLLEHMS, TOYHO OH MPULLEN B FOCTU K CBOUM BNM3KUM ApY3bSM, TOYHO
He OH 6bin NPUYMHOM TexX TPEeBOr M MYYEHUN, KaKume nepexuBanun Tenepb
PyaoHuukune.

- A, Bawe cuaTenbCTBO! — Beceno BO3rnacusil OH, KPEernko MnoXuMmasa pyky
Bacunua CeméHoBMya M Kak 6bl He 3aMeyass TOro HeAOBOJSIbHOrO BMAaa, C

KakuM ero BCTpeTun crtapuk. — [JaBHeHbKO Mbl C BaMW He Buaanucb. Exan



MUMO, — AaW, AyMato, 3arfsHy K CTapbiM 3HAaKOMbIM. HagewcCb, Bbl HA MeHS He
B NMpeTeH3nn?

- Y10 Bbl, KHA3b! = cMywéHHO npobopMoTan PyaHuukuin. — A paa, O4YeHb
paa! Munoctu npowy!..

Ho HM B TOHEe ero rosoca, HM Ha ero nuue He 6bIno 1 TeHn pagoctn. CypoBo
M CyMpayHo 6bIJ1I0 3TO /IMLO; APOXas M NpepbiBancs ero rofoc, u ckopbHas
HOTKa 3By4asia B HéM.

- Hy Kak Bbl XWBETe-MoxeTe? — npoao/mkan Anekcen Mwuxanmnoswmy,
becuepeMoHHO ycaxmnpasicb. — Kak 3g0poBbe AHHbl BacunbeBHbI? A chnbiwan,
YTO OHa NpuxBapbIBaeT? — Takxe 6becuepeMoHHO CrpPOCUA OH.

PYOHMUKMA NOAHSAN HA Hero rnasa, rpycrHble, onyxwue oOT Cnés, Tenepb
ropeBwune THEBHbIM OroHbKOM. Ho [ONropykoro He CMyTWUa  3TOT
YKOpU3HeHHbIn B3rnsa. OH npojosmkan cuAeTb Tak Xe CMNOKOMHO, TaK Xe
Beceno ynblbasacb, COBHO rope cCTapuka, Tak 6e3XanoCTHO pacTpasisiemoe
UM, HE WMeNno K HeMy HM Manenwero oTHoweHus. W crtapuk HeBOJbHO
noTepsancsa nepes 3TUM HaxaNbCTBOM, U TaK Xe HEBOJIbHO, TOYHO MOBUHYSCb
KaKOW-TO MOCTOPOHHEN cune, OTBETUN:

- [da... ga, npuxsapbiBaeT... 1 CUIbHO NpuxBapbiBaeT. CoBceM, 6eaHsXKa,
3axupena.

- [a 4To C Helo Takoe?

- bor 3HaerT...

Fonoc crtapuka obopBasncs, n B HEM 3a3By4danu Cnésbl.

— A Bbl 3HaeTe, KHA3b, S Npuexasn K BaM C 406pon BECTbIO.

— Mbl OTBbIKIN OT A06pbIX BecTen, — rPyCTHO NPOU3HEC PyaHMUKUNA, Kayas
rosloBOM. — A 4TO 3a BeCTb?

Jonropykui ynblbHynca v ckasan:

- Xopowasa BeCTb. Takas BeCTb, KOTOpasi CnoCobHa MOCAYXUTb JIyYLIMM
neKapCcTBOM A/15 Ballen AoYepu.

Bacnnnin CeMEHOBMY WIMPOKO pacKpblf rnasa oT U3yMJieHus:

- Bbl WyTHNTE, KHA3L! — NpowenTan oH. — Heyxenu... bapsaTUHCKUA...
Jonropykui onatb ynblbHYNCA U pa3Bén pykaMmu.

- BaM NMYHO, KHA3b, 9 HMYero He ckaxy. lMonpocute AHHY BacunbeBHY



YAENUTb MHE HECKOJIbKO MUHYT. S cooblly e HeyTo, 1, NoBepbTe, 3TO Ha Heé
nogencresyet 61aroTBOpHbIM 06pa3om.

Bacnnuin CeMEHoBMY faxke NpUBCKOYMA C Kpecna.

- YT0 Bbl, KHA3b! DTO HEBO3MOXHO! — BOCK/IMKHY/T OH. — OHa Bac BMAETb He
3axoyer.

- YroeBopuTe eé.

- OHa MeHs He nocnywaet. N noTtoM, oHa Tak cnaba... OHa no4yTn ymmnpaer.
Jlonropykui ncnyraHHo B34porHyna. TOH cTapuka 6bin C/IMWKOM eCTeCTBEHEH,
4TO06 OH MOr 3anof03pUTb €ro B JIXKMN.

- TeM XyXe, — BOCKIMKHYN [JONrOpPyKWU, — €CNM OHa He 3ax04yeT MeHs
BnaeTb. S npmBés en nzbasneHme oT cMepTU. S AO/HKEH NOroBOPUTL C HEN BO
4yTo 6bl TO HK cTano. CKkaxuTte en, YTo s npuexasn He CO 3/I0M, YTO S He XOouy
pacTpaBndaTb e€ gyleBHble paHbl. S crnactm eé xody, cnacTtu... [loHMMaeTe,
BapaTuHckunii xumsl..

DTO BbIpBasIOCb Y HEro COBEpPLWEHHO HEeBOJIbHO, U TakKMM NpaBAVBbIM TOHOM
MPOW3HEC OH 3TW C/I0BA, YTO CTapuK AaXe NPOTUB XeflaHWsa NOBEPU eMY.

- Xopowo, - ckazan PyaHuukuin. — llocmamTe HEMHOro, KHS3b. A CKaxy
AHHYLLKe, a TaM yX eé BoiA.

PYOHMUKWIA TOPOM/IMBO HanpaBuACa K ABepsiM, BMOJSIHE YBEPEHHbIN, 4TO
AHIOTa oTKaxeTtcsa BuaeTb Jonropykoro.

Ho, K ero Bennyaniemy yamBrieHUt0, OHa He OTKasanachb.

Korpa Bacunum CeméHoBu4d coobwmn en o npuesge LONropykoro n o TOM,
YTO OH XO4YeT HenpeMeHHO eé BMAETb, — OHa 6bICTPO BCTana C AMBaHa, Ha
KOTOPOM npoBoAauia Ternepb No4ytu Bce AHW. Bnanble wWéknm eé& BChbIXHYU
IMXOpaAoYHbIM pyMSHLUEM, rfnas3a 3aropesiuCcb FHEBHbIM OrOHbKOM, W OHa
pe3Ko CcKasana KakMM-TO XpWUMJbiM, TOYHO HE CBOMM rOJI0COM:

- A, Tak oH npuexan! OH xoyeT MeHs BumaeTb. Xopowo Xe! [No3oBuTe ero,
b6aTowka, croaa!l

CTapuK, UCnyraHHbI1 eé B3BO/IHOBAHHbIM BMAOM, AAXe He Tan NpoTecToBaTh,
haxe He coobwmn en 06 yAMBUTENbHOM U3BECTUM, MNPUBE3EHHOM
JonropykmMm, 4To bBapaTWMHCKUMM XuB, nocnewwnn npuBectn Anekces

Muxannoeuya. Korga Jonropykui BOWEN B KOMHATY U YBUAEN KHSXHY, OH



ncnyraHHo otwaTtHyncda. OH 1 npepnonaraTtb He Mor, 4tobbl Mosnopas
AeByLlKa TaK CTpalHO M3MEHWIacb 3a Kaknx-Hmbyab veTbipe Mecsua. MNepen
HUM 6blNa He NpeXxHssa uBeTywas, Mblywas 340pOBbeM KHSXXHA AHHA, a
Kakasa-tTo 6r1eaHas TeHb €€, KakoM-TO npu3pak 3Tor 6blNOM KpacoTbl, W
HEBOJIbHO €ero cepaue cXanocb TakoM MyudymTenbHonm 60nbk, 4YTO OH eABa
noAaBu/l KPUK yXKaca U coxasneHus, 4yTb 6bi10 He copBaBLUMIACA C ero ryb6.

A Monopas pesywka, rnaas B ynop Ha Hero CBOMM THEBHbIM B3rnis4oM,
nogowsia K HeMy BMJIOTHYIO U MeAJSIeHHO Nporosopuna:

- Tak Bbl XOTenu MeHs BMAETb, Bawe cuaTenbcTso! Bam yrogHo 6b110
NOCMOTPETb, 4YTO CTasloCb CO MHOKW Mo Bawen wmunoctn! CmoTpute,
nobynrecs...

- Ho, KHsixHa, — nonpoboBan npepsBaTb MOTOK €€ THEBHbIX CI0B Anekcen
Munxannosmu.

- Monuute! 3nogen! Yébuinua! Bbl OTHAAIM y MeHS BCE, BCE B XU3HU!..
Pa3zbunu cyactbe... Younm mMoero xxeHuxa... Tenepb Bbl XOTUTE OTHATb Y MEHS
Xn3Hb!l.. Bepute, 6epute! N NoMHUTE, YTO MOM NMpPoKNATMA Ha CTpalHOM cyae
3auTyTCca BaM. byabTe Bbl npoknatbi!!!

- Ho, KHsXHa! — onaTb BOCK/IMKHYN [ONropykun, — s He BUHOBAT B CMepTuU
BapsatuHckoro! OH He ymep! OH xwuB!

DTOT BO3r/jlac 3aCrtaBun MOJIOAYK [AEBYLWKY B34POrHyTb BCeM TesioM. OH
npom3Bén Ha Heé BMnevyaT/ieHMe rpPoOMOBOro yaapaMu, NoAaBSIeHHAst 3TOMU
HEOXMAAHHOW, XOTb M pafOCTHOM HOBOCTbIO, OHa /UWKUAACE YYBCTB U

6eccunbHO ynanaa Ha noJi...

Masa VI. MEXAY XXWU3HbKO N CMEPTbBIO
O6MOpOK ANns KHSXHbl AHHbI He npowén paapoMm. [loTpsiceHne, KoTopoe
ucnoiTana 6eaHas AeByllka BO Bpems pasroBopa C [ONropykum, Bbl3Basio
CUNbHENLWYIO HEPBHYIO FOpPSYKY, YyTb COBCEM He C/IOMUBLUYIO €€ XPYnKyto
HaTypy.
CTrapuku PyaHMUKME COBEpPLIEHHO YXe OTYas/INCb 3a eé XW3Hb. TeM bonee
4YTO U caM apxmaTtep BNyMeHTPOCT OYeHb A0J/IFOe BpeMS COMHEBAJICA B yCrexe

CBOEro ne4vyeHunsi, ocobeHHo BBUAY TOro, 4YTO OpraHm3M AHIOTbI YXXe N Tak 6bIn



HaA/IOM/IeH TSXKENbIMW AYLWEBHbIMU CTPaZaHUAMKW, YTO M TaK 3a 3TU Tpu
Mecsila CO AHS MCYe3HOBEeHUst BapATMHCKOrO OHa Tassa, KakK TaeT Kycoudek
nbAa NoA siy4amu BeLWHero conHua.

Ha Bce TpeBOXHble BOMPOCbl KHA38 M KHAMMHW BAyMeHTpOCT HEeU3MEHHO
oTBevan:

- Hy 4TO TYyT CKasaTtb.. Kak gact bor... Alles ist Gott! MeanumHe He BcCé
BO3MOXHO... MoxeT, 6yaeT xuTb, MOXeT yMpéET... Alles ist Goit!

Ho, HecMOTpA Ha Takoe CKenTUYecKoe OTHOWEHMEe K COBCTBEHHbIM
MeAUUMHCKMM MNO3HaHWsM, OH ynoTpebnan Bce ycunua, wmcnpobosan Bce
M3BECTHble TOoraa Hayke cpeacTtsa, 4Ttobbl nobopoTb ynopHyt 6o0nesHb,
CBANMBLUYIO KHSDKHY, U KaXXAbli AeHb HaBewan eé.

Llenbix Tpu Mecsua npogosxanacb 3Ta 6opbba Mexay XXU3HbIO U CMEPTbIO.
Hactynuna yxe rnybokas 3uma. Hebo uenbiMu gHAMM CbiNasio KpPyMnHbIMU
XN0MNbSAMM CHera, MJOTHbIM KOBPOM JIOXMBLUErOCA Ha MOCKOBCKMX ynuuax m
3acbinaslwero CBOWMM MEPTBEHHbIM CaBaHOM BCH Mpupoay, ewé HeaaBHO
NMOJTHYHO YXU3HMN.

Bca MockBa TOYHO 3acHyna nog 3TUM 6e/0CHEeXHbIM MOKPOBOM. 3amep
HEMOJTYHbIN FPOXOT KOMEC, YTUXIN FPOMKUE, BU3MNMBbIE KPUKKU (HOPENTOPOB;
HE CAbIWHO YyXe CTasnio 3BOHKOro LWEénKaHbs fIOWaAMHbIX MNOAKOB
6ecuncneHHoro KonnyecTtesa BCagHUKOB, MPOHOCUBLLUMXCS MO yanuaM B JieTHee
BpeMS — BCE Morpy3mnocb KpyTOM B MEPTBEHHYIO TWULb, TOYHO BCE 3acCTblNO
noa neasiHbIM AblXaHUEM HACTYMUBLUEN 3UMBbI.

Anekcenn Muxannosuy [JOAropykuin BCE 3TO BpeMs Haxoauscs B CTpallHOM
Tpesore. Ero yacto MOXHO 6bI10 BCTPETUTL MPOrynmBarOWnMMca y MACHULKUX
BOpOT, 6513 nanat kHA38 PyaHuukoro. OH cTpawHO 60§/1CA, YTO KHSXHA
AHHa He BblHeceT Tskénon 6onesHn n 4To BAPYr coobwaTt 06 eé KoOHUnHe.

B Taknme MWHYTbl OH MNOJIOXKUTENbHO JiegeHen OoOT YyXaca. Anekcew
MuxannoBuyy KasanocCb, UTO OH HE MEPEeXUBET 3TOr0 HecvacTus, YTO CMepTb
KHS>XXHbl AHHbI BbIPOET U ANS HEero Moruny.

Bckope nocne TOro, Kak oH y3Han o eé 60one3Hu, OH MOoAKYMWa O4HOro M3
CNyr KHa38 PyaHuukoro, Kotopbi 06s3aH 6bin exegHeBHO coobwatb eMy o

xoae 6onesHn 6e4HON KHSXHbI, 0 BCEX rnepeMeHax eé nonoxeHus.



N nonroe Bpemsa Anekcen MnxamnoBuYd TONbKO W Chbilan:

- He nyJwe; Bawe cuatenbCTBO. [11acT nNacTtoM NexuT KHAXHa. JOMKHO, He
BbIXKUBET.

CHayana 3TW ne4yasbHble CNoOBa MNoOBepraau ero B YyxXacHoe oTyasdHume. OH
YyTb He nJakan no yxoae CKOp6HOro BeCTHMKA; HO AHWM MPOXOAMIM 3a AHSAMM,
Heaoena vyberana 3a Hedenen, M OH Mano-noMany nMNpuMBbIK K 3TOMY
exxegHeBHOMY OTBETY Ha CBOW TPEBOXHbI BOMpPOC.

[ekabpb yxe noaxoaun K KOHUY, Koraa 3TOT OTBET BAPYr U3MEHWUSICS.
Muxewka, - TakK 3Banu CAyry KHa3s PyaHMUKOro, KOTOPbIA  SBNSACH
BECTHMKOM [lonropykoro, — npubexan Kak-TO Be4YepoM 3anbiXxaBLWUCb, enBa
nepesoass AyX, QAO TOro B3BOJIHOBAHHbIM, 4TO Anekcen Muxannosuy
NCNyraHHO BOCK/INKHYII:

- YT0, YMepna?!

- HeT, Bawe cuATENbLCTBO, — OTBETCTBOBan Mwuxewka, - cnaea Tebe,
focnoan, BbIXKWAW: HE B NpUMep fydwe crano.

Jonropykmn no4yBCTBOBAJN, KakK KpPOBb MNpuUXJblHyNa K cepauy, W OHO
6bICTpO-6bICTPO 3a6UNOCH.

- [1a Tbl He Bp&LWb? — BOCKJIMKHYJT OH.

- YT0 BbI, Bawe cuaTenbLCcTBo, NnoMunymnte! [la HaM 3TO BCEM Takasi panoCTb,
4YTO M CKasaTb HEBO3MOXHO! Mbl HE6OCH KHSXHY-TO BOT Kak nwobunu! C yero
MHe BpaThb!

- Hy cnacubo Tebe, 6pateu! U meHa-To Tbl obpagoBan 3TuM. BoT Tebe 3a
nobpyto BecTb!

N OH, BbITaWwMB M3 KapMaHa HeCKONbKO pybnéBWKOB, CYHYN WX B PYKU
Munxewke.

AHHa BacunbeBHa AeNCTBUTENbHO BbkKuMa. Xu3Hb nobeguna cmepTb, U
KHS>XXHaA CcTana nonpasBnsaTbCA. Heyero m rosoputb, UYTO pPafoOCTU CTapuKOB
PyoHMUKNX He 6blNno npepena, Koraa OHW y3HanW, YTO AO0Yb UX HEe TONbKO
Bbl3gopoBena oT nocneaHen 6one3Hn, HO YTO €CTb HaZexaa Ha nosiHenwee
eé wuvcueneHwe OT TaWHOro Heayra, noaTayuBaBLUero paHee eé cunbl.
Kazanocb, 4Tto 60N€3Hb, YyTb He YHEcCWas MONOAYI0 AEBYLWKY B MOruiy,

nomorna emu I'IO60pOTb AyuweBHble cTpagaHusd. KHa)XHa cTana Tenepb ropasgo



Becenee. OHa Hayana nosHeTb. Na3a NoTepsian CBOK MPEXHIOK TYCKIOCTb, U
Ha WweKax nosiBMACSA XOTs M cnabblih, HO BCE-TaKM 3aMETHbLIN pyMsHeL,.
CTtapukn pagoBanmcb TakOW BHE3arnHoOM nepeMeHe, HO B TO Xe caMoe BpeMs
M YOMBNSANUCb €W, He 3Has, 4To eé BbI3Basio. Mexay TeM 3Ta nepemMeHa
obbsaAcHaAnace o4yeHb npocto. Cnosa [lonropykoro o TOM, 4To Bacunum
MaTBeeBuY XWB, 3arnedaTnesiMCb B eé MO3ry 1, TOYHO OT3BYK AA/IEKOro 3xa,
oTAaBaNMCb B €€ aylue.

Kak paHbllie oHa 6bina yBepeHa B TOM, YTO bapaTuHCKkMn normb, Kak paHblue
3Ta YBEPEHHOCTb NoAaTauymBana €é cuibl U MOCTENEHHO paclaTbiBana eé
opraHusMm, TakK Tenepb 3Ta pobkas Hagexaa CAOBHO BOCKpecuna eé,
3acTaBuia BOCNPSHYTb AYXOM.

Kak uBeTOK, COrHyTblii NOPbLIBOM BeTpa, CHOBA MOAHMMAET CBOM BEHYMK MNoA
ly4aMmn XKMBOTBOPHOrO COJSIHUAQ, TakK W OHa BO3poXxAaasnacb, corpertas
ABMBLUENCA Haaexaon, 4to BapaTUHCKUMK ewé XWB W 4YTO cyacTbe eweé
BO3MOXHO. Bbi3gopoBneHue wno o4vyeHb 6bICTpo. Cunbl Kpenau, n BMecTe C
3TUMU CU1IAMM KpPenJia N YBEPEHHOCTb B TOM, UTO JONropykuni He obMaHyn eé.
"Tonbko Kak 6bl y3HaTb, — AyMana oHa, — rae ckpbiBaetcsa Bacsa. OuyesBngHo,
OH 6oneH, n HUKTO, KpoMe [lonropykoro, 06 3TOM He 3HaeT. HyXXHO, 3HauuT,
OT Hero Ao6uTbCS NCTUHBI, HY>KHO BO 4YTO 6bl TO HX cTano".

Ho kak »e 3To caenatb? Ha 3TOT BOMpoOC Moso4asd AeBywKa [ONr0 He
Haxoagmna oteBeTta. CHayana oOHa XxoTena npoCUTb OTua Cbe3auTb K
[JonropykomMy n y3HaTb OT Hero, rae Haxoautca Bacunun MartBeeBuY, HO
NOTOM pelunna, YTo 3TO He MOoBeAET HM K 4YeMy, yTo Anekcen Mumxamnnosuy
HWYEro eMy He CKaxer.

"HeT, HyxHO 6yaeT caenaTb u4TO-HMOYAb Apyroe, — pasMbliwnsna oHa. U
BAPYr €en npuwna B ronosy 6e3ymMHass MbiCib:— A 4TO, €CnM 9 cama
OTNpaB/OCb K HeMy M 6yay npocuTb ero, 4tob OH CKaszan MHe, rae Tenepb
Bacs. Beab oH korga-to MeHsa ntobun. OH He OTKaxXeT HaBepHOe B MOEeW
npockbe. [la, Aa, 9 Tak n caenato!"

N aTo pelweHne Kak 6bl ewé 6onee nogkpenuno eé...

asa VII. B 3ANAOHE



KHs>kHa AHHa HMKOMY He coobwunna o CBOEM HaMepeHMM NOCEeTUTb
donropykoro. OHa 6o0snacb, 4TO M oOTeuy, W MaTb MOCTaparTCcs
BOCMpensATCTBOBaTb €M B ero ocywecTteneHun. osToMy oHa Bblibpana ans
3TOr0 Takoe BpeMs, Korga HUKTO He MOr rnomMeLwaTb en.

B nome PyaHMUKMX paHO NOXUIUCb cnaTb, 0CO6EeHHO B nNocneaHee BpeMs,
Korga KHsxHa 6bina He3gopoBa. B BOCeMb 4acoB Beyepa yxe noTyxanum Bce
€ro OKHa, CTapuku PyaHuWuUKMe yxoaunu B CnasbHO, a BcCAen 3a HUMKU
3acbinanl M Becb AO0M. AHIOTa BbbkAana, Moka B rpoMagHbiX nanatax
HacTynuna MEpTBas TULWMHA, U TOPOMNJIMBO CTana oaesBaTbcsd. Hages 6ypHyC 1
3aKyTaB rosiopy 60sbWnM TEMABLIM NJIATKOM, MOSIOAAs AEBYLWKA Ha UbINOYKax,
Kpaayyucb, CcTapasiCb He npouM3BOAMTb HW Manenwero Lwyma, Bbllwia B
Kopuaop, oTTyAa 4depes3 MACKYo npobpanacb Ha ABOP M MNowsa K BOpOTaM.
BopoTa 06bIKHOBEHHO 3anuMpanucb MNO34HO, U OHa paccyuTbiBana He3aMeTHOo
NMPOCKOSIb3HYTb Ha YAWULY, HO CeroAHsi, Kak Hapo4HO, BopoTa 6biin yxe
3anepTbl, U KHSXHA HEBOJIbHO 3agyManacb. [puxoamnocb wmnm pasbyanTb
CTOpOXa, 4YTo 6bIN0 COBEPLUEHHO HEMBICIMMO, UM OTKA3aTbCs OT 3TOM HOYHOM
nporyfnku, otnoxue e€é po 6onee yanobHoro BpeMeHU. M OHa yxe xoTena
BEPHYTbCA AOMOW. HO BApyr AHKOTa BCMOMHWA, YTO Ha ynuuy ecTb eweé
ApPYron BbIXO4 — 4Yepe3 CaAoBYK KanuTKy, 3anmpasBllytocss 06bIKHOBEHHO
TOJSIbKO Ha OAHY 3a4BUXKY U3HYTPW.

N onaTb, CKOMb3a KakK TeHb, C 3aMUpaHMEM cepaua, TPEBOXHO 03MpasiCb Mo
cTopoHaMm, 60sCb, UTObblI KTO-HMOYAb HE yBuaen e€, oHa HanpaBuiacb K cagy.
3a BpeMa eé 6onesHn HekoMy 6bino nozabotutbcs 06 eé€ nwbuUMoM caae, w
OH OKasasiCca B CTpAWHO 3anyWweHHOM COCTOSAHUU. [JOPOXKWN He pa3MeTannch;
uenble cyrpobbl CHera HaBanWAIO Ha HUX, U OHa C Tpyaom pgobpanacb A0
KasIMTKWN, NOYTU NO KOJSIeHa yBsA3asa B CHery.

Kanntka okasanacb AeWUCTBUTENbHO TOMIbKO 3anepToM Ha 3aABMXKKY U, Ha eé
cyacCTbe, OTBOps/laCb He BHYTPb, @ HapyXy, MHadye en 6bl HMKOraa He
BblbpaTbCa Ha ynuuy, TakK KakK cHer okono 3abopa nexan 4yTb He uenoun
ropow.

MpUWwNOoCb NOBO3UTLCSA M C 3a4BUMXKOW. 3aaBUMXKKa 3apxaBena n ¢ 60nbwnM

TPYAOM noggaBanacb YCUAUAM €& HeXHbIX TOHKMX MnanbynkoB. HO HakoHel



KanuTKa pacraxHysacb, U KHAXXHa o4yTunachb rna ynuue.
HeBosibHbLIN CTpax oxBaTun eé. TEéMHas, HenpornsaaHas HoYb HEnpuBETIMBO
BCTpeTusia MOJIOAYK [AEBYLWKY Pe3KuMM MopbiIBOM  XOJIOAHOrO  BeTpa,
6pocmBLLIEro el B MU0 Lenyro Tydy CHeXHOW nbinn. Mcnyrana eé n mépreas
TUWIWHA, CTOsIBLWIAs KpyroM, — Takas TULWIMHA, B KOTOPOM el OTYETIUBO

CNblWanocb Kaxaoe bueHne eé TpeneTHO CTy4yasLlero cepaua.

Ha MrHoBeHwe el A0 TOro crano CTpawHO, YTO OHa 4YyTb He BepHynachb
AOMOM, U TONbKO MbiCAb 0 bapsTuHckoMm, 06 eé goporom Bace, — MbICnb, Kak
MOJIHUS CBEPKHYBLUASA B €€ pa3ropss4éHHON rosoBe, 3actasumnia eé yCTblANTbCA
OXBaTMBLUEN €€ TPYCNMBOCTM W NOCMEWHO nepewarHytb 4epe3 nopor
KasMTKW.

- 51 pomkHa y3HaTb, rae Haxoautca Bacs, — npowenTtana OHa, — A AO0JIKHA
y3HaTb 310! N'ocnogb NnoMoXeT MHe. OH He OCTaBUT MEeHS CBOEN 3allUMTON.

N, oceHnB CBOK TperneTHO BOJIHOBABLUYOCH rpyAb KPECTHbIM 3HAMEHUEM, OHa
TOPON/IMBO ABWHYNAcb BNepén, B 3Ty YEPHYIO MrNy, OKPYXaBLUYK €€ CO BCex
CTOPOH.

Anekcenn Muxannosmy n He Npegnonaran, Kakas XefaHHasi rocTbS CNeLWwnT K
Hemy. OH B 3TO BpeMs TOJIbKO 4YTO BepHYyAca u3 JledpopToBCKOro Asopua
BMeCTe C OTUOM M TPEBOXHO LWarana M3 yrna B Yros CBOEW OMOYMBAsIbHU,
3aHATbIN HEBECENBLIMUN AyMaMU.

'pO3Has Tyya NosiBUNACb Ha ropm3oHTe 6naronony4yms KHssen JOoNropykux u
CBOEMN MPayvYHOK TEHbIO MCNyrana NnosoXUTeNbHO UX BCEX.

B nocneaHune gHM MO0A0W MMNEPATOP KaK-TO Yepecyyp KpPyTO M3MEHWUNICS Mo
OTHOLWIEHN K cBouMM nwbumuam. HecMoTpsa Ha TO, UTO KHshkHa EkaTtepuHa
AnekceeBHa bblna yxe oduumnmanbHO NpU3HaHa ero HeBeCTon, HeCMOTpPS Ha TO
4YTO uUapb YyXxe 06pyuymncsa c Hetw, U 370 obpydyeHue 6blNO OTNPa3gHOBAHO
CaMbIiM TOpXXeCTBEeHHbIM 06pa3oMm, — BAPYr HU C TOFO HU C Cero, Y4yTb SN He
yepe3 paeHb nocne 3Toro o6pyyeHusi, NOSIBUNUCbL TPEBOXHbIE MPU3HAKKU
KaKOW-TO CTPaHHOM XON04HOCTU CO CTOPOHLI lMeTpa n K ero 6yayuwen cynpyre,
M K OTUY LApCKOM HeBecCTbl, U aaxe K MeaHy Jdonropykomy. Kasanocb, 4To
IOHbIX MMMepaTop BAPYr Cpa3y NOTepss pacnosioKeHMe K CBOWUM HeaaBHUM

daBopuTaM, NOTOMYy U4TO Yy3bl 6paka, KOTOpPbIMU XOTEM CKOBaTb €ro



Jlonropykue, BO3MYTU/IN Laps U Bbl3BasIM €ro HEMUIOCTb, BbI3BasIN TaKoe Xe
OTUYXAEeHWe, Kakoe SABUOCb Y HEro U K MeHLWWKOBY, Korga ToMy 3axoTesiocb
K CBOMM MHOIMMM TpPOMKMM TUTynaMm nNpubaBuTb W TUTYS LAPCKOro TecCTS.
CobcTtBeHHO, [ONropykux MCMyrano He CTObKO OXJaXAeHue K HUM uaps,
CKOJIbKO €ro BHe3anHoe CBOEeBOJIMe, MPOosiBUBLLUEECS B TOM, YTO OH, BOMPEKMU
npocbbaM n cosetam Anekcesi puropbesBmya, pasa ABa COBEPLUEHHO OAWH
e3aunn 3a4eM-To K npuHuecce Ennszasete lNeTpoBHE, HECKOSIbKO pa3 MoceTus
AHppea WMBaHoBM4Ya OcTepMaHa WM NOAOXUTENbHO CcTan wusberaTtb CBOEro
byaylwero Tectsl, 04eBMAHO TArOTSACb €ro Ha30MNMBOW OMeKONn.

N Lonropykue BCTPEBOXWUANCL He Ha WyTKy. OcobeHHO ncnyrano ux To, 4YTo
Ha cerogHsawHeMm obene B JlepopTOBCKOM ABOpLE Lapb, XasnoBaBLWUNCA BCE
BPEMS Ha NuMXopaaky, MOYTW HEe rOBOPMSI HU C/l0OBA CO CBOEW HeBecTow,
cuaeBWwen psaaoM C HUM, U B TO Xe BpeMsa nodytn 6e3 ymonky 6ontan c
Ennzaseton [leTpoBHOW, KOTOpass cuaena CpaBHUTENbHO JAaneko, 4yepes
HECKOJIbKO YenoBek.

Anekcenn MuxannoBuy npekpacHO 3aMeTW/l, YTO Korga KHsaxHa EkaTepuHa
AnekceeBHa obpauwanacb K uUapk, OH OTBeyasn el TaK HEeOXOTHO, C TaKuMm
o4YeBMAHbIM HEeyA0BOLCTBMEM, YTO beaHaa Lapckas HeBecTa To bneaHena, 1o
KpacHena v 3n106Ho Tepebuna CBON Kpy>XEeBHOM NNaTokK.

"Na BuaHO, 4yTo 6aTOWKa uUapb HE O4YeHb-TO AOBOJSIEH CBOoen 6Oyayuen
CYynpyromn, — pasmbiwnsan Anekcer MuxannoBud, nNpoaoskass MEpUTb KOMHaTy
KpynHbIMM waramn. — Kak 6bl c¢ adaeHbkon Anéwen He noBTopuniach
MEHLIMKOBCKaa ucrtopmsa? YTo-TO Ha TO cMaxmsaeT. Hepgapom ctapass nuca
OctepMaH 60/MbHbLIM CTONILKO BpeMeHM cKa3sbiBaeTcs. [a u uapb pasa ABa Yy
Hero 6biBan. [OMXHO, 3TO HeaapoMm. YTo-HMOyab AHApen WMBaHOBMY C
FronuublHbIMM Aa cTpsnatT! Toraa 4Tto Xe € Hamu-To byaetr?" N emy Bapyr
CTaso CTpawHo.

Hemano 6bi1n1o BparoB y Anekces Mwuxawmnosuda, Hemano 6biio nwogen,
KOTOpble TOUYMIN Ha Hero 3y6bl M KOTOpble NMpuU Masnenwem rnoBopoTe Aes He B
nonb3y JOoAropykmx ononvynance 6bl Ha Hero n nocrapanuceb 6ol cTepeTb ero ¢
nvua 3eMnu. Ho ToTyac e ero MbIC/IN NPUHSAAN Apyroe HanpaBfeHue, U OH

BECENO paCXoxoTasics cBOEen TPYCIUBOCTWN.



"Yero e 5, COB6CTBEHHO, MevyanoBaTbCA-TO Hayan? — npoaosKan oOH
pa3mbIWNATb. — Kaxucb, MHe ewé paHo o Cnbupmn-to aymatb! MoxeT, 37O Tak
rocyaapro C 4Yero HM Ha ecTb MOoNpPUTUYMIOCL. MOXET, 3TO OH MPoOCTO Tak KaTe
XO0NOAHOCTb OKa3biBaeT. BeAb 4TO TaM HUM roBopu, a yX OH 06py4yéH c KaTen,
a Ha wWecTHaguaToe 4ymcno u ceaabba ero HaszHayeHa. BoOT KCcTaTm Tenepb OH
3abonen. 3a BpeMa-To 6onesHn, yan, AanaeHbka Anekcen pUropbeBuY HU
Ennzasety leTpoBHY K HeMy He nycTtuT, HM OcTepMmaHa, — v ONdATb B CUNY
B30MAET A KON OH B cune byaeT, Tak MHe TpycuTb Hevero. C Takom 3acTyrnown
s1 HUKOro He nobotocb".

B cocenHeln ropHuue 4acbl rynko npobunum aessTb yaapos.

- baTiowkn! deBatb 4YacoB! — cnoxBaTtuicsa Anekcen MmxannoBud, — HaAOTb
CcnaTb NIOXUTbCS. 3aBTpa NopaHe BCTaTb HaA0 Aa HUKWUTKe BECTOYKY MocnaThb,
yTobbl ctoga npuesxan. KHs>kHa AHHa coBceM onpaBwuiacb, Hago byaer ew
NO3aHATbCA. YXX Tenepb OHa M3 MOUX pPyK He BbipBeTcs. [la n Booble c Hew
nocnewaTtb Hago, NoToMy bor 3HaeT, 4YTO ewé CO MHOM 4yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO
AeHbKoB byperT.

- Ctano, v Hago peno Tenepb ob6paboTaTb, NOKa BpeMs eCTb... DX, AHIOTa,
AHIOTa, — B340XHY/ OH, — ecnu 6bl 3Hana Tbl, Kak s Teba 6eamepHo nwbnto!..
OH MeaneHHo noAoWEéN K MoCTenu, OTKMHYN LWENKOBOE O0Aesno M CcTan
paccTérmBaTb NyroBuubl KadTaHa, Kak BAPYr B ABEPb KTO-TO MOCTy4asics.

- K710 Tam? - oknnkHyn Jonropykun. — Yto ewé HanoTb?

- 2JTO §, BawWe CUATeNbCTBO, — 0TO3BaICcs n3-3a ABepu epacum.

- Y10 Tebe HyXHO?

- OTBOpUTE ABEPKY-TO, AENO eCTb.

Anekcenn MuxannoBuy nMoaoOLWEN K ABEPU, CHST KPHOYOK, N B KOMHATy BOLEN
Mapacbka.

- Hy uT0 ewé cnyunnocb? — cnpocun Anekcen Muxanmnosumu.

apacbka OMNASHYNCA KPYTOM, C/HOBHO 605iCb, 4TO WX KTO-HMBYAb
noaACNywmBaeT, U C CaMbIiM TAUHCTBEHHbIM BMAOM LWENOTOM CcO0bLm:

- Tam Bac, 6aTowkKa KHA3b, CrpallnBatoT.

OTa TaMHCTBEHHOCTb COO6WEHNSA N TPEBOXHbLIA TOH rofoca Mapacbkn Kak-To

CTpaHHO noaencreosann Ha Anekces Mwuxannosuya. OH ncnyraHHo



B34POrHysa, TOYHO MNpeayvyBCTBYS 4YTO-TO Hepnobpoe, M nNyrAvMBO B3rSAHYN MO
HanpasJ/IEHUIO K ABepMu.

B nocnegHee BpeMs OH rnoyemy-TO CTasl CTpaWHO Tpycine. EMy BCE uyaunumco
Kakue-TO 3acagbl, OH cTan 60aTbCA TeMHOTbl. [Topo eMy Ka3anocCb, 4YTO Ha
Hero YCTpeMJ/ieHbl TYCKNble, CTeK/IdHHble rnas3a bapatuHckoro, TO emy
YyyausoCb, 4YTO Ha MNOpore KOMHATbl BblpacTaeT HWU3eHbKad, HeB3padHas
¢durypa AHTpoONbIYa, U OH HAPOYHO CTasl 3anupaTb Ha HO4Yb ABEpb CBOEW
KOMHAaTbl, 4ero He Jenan paHblle, TOYHO paccyUuTbiBasi, 4YTO MpuU3paku,
Bbl3blBAa€Mble €ro pacCTpoeHHbIM BOOO6paxeHnem, He CMOryT MNPOWTU CKBO3b
3anepTyto ABEPb.

Mopon 608371MBOCTbL €ro goxoguna A0 CMewHoro. N paxe ewé ceroaHs,
BO3Bpawasacb un3 JledboptoBa, B MNOTEMKaxX 3MMHEro Beyepa OH CTpaLIHO
nepenyrasncs, noAgbes3xas K BOpoTaM CBOero JgomMa MW 3aMeTMB Ha
NPOTMBOMONIOXHOM CTOPOHE KaKyl-TO TEMHYK durypy, HenoABUXHO
CTOSIBLIYKD Ha OAHOM MecTe. "bapsaTUHCKMN! — MenbKHyfna eMy TpeBOXHas
MbICNb. — MoXeT 6bITb, OH y6exan ¢ MenbHULbl U NoAXNAAET MeHs".

Ho cTtpawHasa durypa, Tak Hanyraswas Anekces MuxannoBuya, okasanacb
MPOCTO CTOPOXEeM coceaHero Asopa. W Tenepb, korga [apacbka C TakuM
TaWHCTBEHHbIM BUAOM cooblWwunn emMy 0 "4yenoBeke, KOTOPbLIM ero crpawuvsaeTt”,
JonropykoMy onsTb MNoKasasnoCb, YTO 3TO HENpPeMeHHO AO0JKeH O6bITb unu
BapAaTuHCKUI nnu AHTpOnbIu.

- KTto TakoB? YTO 3a 4yenoBek? — TPEBOXHO Crnpocus OH [apacbKy. -
AHTpONbIY?

Mapacbka YXMbIbHYCS.

- Kakon AHTpoOnbIY, Balwe cusatenbCTBo! AHTpPOMbIY Kak B Te MNOpbl nponan,
TakK U Aocenb ero AyXoM He naxHeT. [JO/HKHO, AHTPOMbIY Tenepb C YepTsaMu B
CBaWKy urpaet, Bawe cuaTenbctso! Kakon 3to AHTponbIy!

- Tak KTO Xe? KT0? — pe3Ko OCTaHOBW C/IOBOOXOT/IMBOro [epacuma
Jonropykun.

- [la XeHLWMWHa Kakaa-To npuvwna.

- XeHwuHa?! — obneryéHHo B3AOXHYN [ONropykKun. — YTo e Tbl paHblue

3TOro He ckasan! Kakas XeHwmHa?



— A bor eé 3Haet! lNpuwna, 3TTa, Aa CNpallMBaEeT: KHA3b, rOBOPUT, Anekcen
Muxannoeuy pgoma? $ rosoprto: AoMa. Tak nogu [ONI0OXW, YTO MHEe WUuX
CUATENbCTBO XenaTeNbHO BUaeTb. S BOT U AOKNaAbIBato.

— [1a oT Koro oHa?

- HeBepomo.

- [a Tbl 6bl, Aypak, cnpocu.

- lMbITanca cnpawmeaTb, Aa He CKa3blBaeT.

Anekcenn Muxamnosud noxan nnedamm. OH HUMKAK He MOr goragaTtbcs, OT
KOro 3Ta TauHCTBEHHas nocnaHHas, W TWeTHO JioMan TroNoBYy HaAa
paspelleHnem 3Toro Bonpoca.

HakoHel OH cHOBa cnpocun MapacbKy, C rynoBaTbiM BUAOM NpoAos/IXaBLUEero
Ha Hero cMOTpeTb BO BCe rnasa:

- 'Ae OHa, 3Ta XeHLWMnHa?

- I'pe! U3BecTHO rae — B nwoackomn! MNpsaMo B NIOACKYK CO ABopa npuwna. S
roBOpHO: MOCMAM 34eCb, @ 1 nonay Aonoxy. N nowén, a oHa TaM cnauT.

- Hy cTynamn, ckaxxu eun, 4to 9 cendac npuay.

- JlagHoO, Tak 1 cKaxy.

N Fapacbka xoTen yxe BbINTWU 3a ABepb, HO Anekcen MuUxannoBny OCTaHOBWUN
ero.

- Wnun HeT, nocton. MNMoan n npmueean eé crona.

Mapacbka YWEN M 4yepe3 MUHYTY BO3BPATMIICS B COMPOBOXAEHWUU KHSXHbI
PyaHWUKOMN.

OHa Tak 6Oblna 3akyTaHa nnaTkoMm, 4yTo Anekcen MuxannoBud He Mor
AoragaTtbCs, KTO CTOUT nepea HUM. W TONbKO TOraa, Koraa OHa CKWHyna
NAaToOK M B NOSlyMpake KOMHaTbl BbIpMCOBANOCh nepes HUM 6negHoe SIMYMKO

KHSAXHblI AHHbI, — OH M3YMJ'IéHHO BCKPUKHYN U OTCTYNKN Ha3aA...

naesa VIII. HA MEJIbHULUE
Anekceit Muxamnosumd Tak 6bi1 NOPaXEH MNOSABNEHMEM KHSXHbI AHHbI, YTO B
nepBy MWHYTY, Kas3anocCb, NOTepsisl He TOSIbKO CNOCOBHOCTb roBOpPUTb, HO
Aaxe n MblcnuTb. CoBepLUEHHO OLWEeNOMIEHHbIA 3TOM HEOXWAAHHOCTbIO, OH

HEeCKOJ/IbKO CeKyHJ CTOdN, He ABUradcb C MecTta, rngad Ha Heé TakuMm



WU3YM/IEHHbIM B30POM, C/I0BHO Nepes HUM CTOSIST He XXMBOM 4YenoBeK, a KakKou-
TO 3arpobHbIli Npu3pak.

HO HakoHeL OH KoOe-KaK CnpaBuiCa C OXBaTUBLUMM €ro BOJIHEHMEM U
BOCKJTUKHYT:

— BbI?! Bbl, KHsXHa?! 2710 BbI?! Y MeHs4... 3aecb?!

AHHa ynbibHynaco 6n1eaHon, nevyanbHOW ynblbKON U NpoMonBUna:

— Bbl U3yMNeHbl, KHA3b... {1 Npuwna K BaM...

Ho oH He gan el fOKOHUYUTL pasbl U, BbICTPO NOAOMAA K HEW, BOCK/IMKHY:
- [da, npaBaa, 8 n3ymuncs... Ho B 1o e BpeMsa 9 6e3MepHO cYacT/IMB BaLMUM
npuxoAaoMm... Yto 66l HM npuBeno Bac, A 6yay Bcerga 6narocnoBnsaATb 3Ty
MUHYTY. CaguTecb, KHSXHa, caguTechb... YeM npukaxete yrowaTb Bac?..

AHHa nokayana rosioBoMn.

- HnuyeM, KHA3b... MHe HY>XHO CKa3aTb BaM TOJIbKO HECKOJIbKO CNOB... Yaanute
BaLWlero cnyry...

Jonropykuin 6bICTPO B3rNsiHyn Ha [apacbKy, MNpoAO/KABLIEro CTOATb Y
ABepen, N KPUKHYN:

- Ctynan oTcroaa...

lapacbka Tak O6bICTPO CKPbIICSA 3a ABEPbI, YTO KasasoCb, OH He ywén, a
NpoOCTO pacTasn B BO3Ayxe.

Anekcenn Mmxamnosu4y noaowén K MONOAOM AeBYyLUKE M XOoTen eé B3ATb 3a
PYKY, HO OHa He TO UCNyraHHo, He To 6pe3rnMBo OToABUHYNACh.

- [locTonTe, KHA3b, — CKasana oHa. — He gymante, ecnun s npuwnia K BaM B
3Ty MO3AHIOK NOPY, TO MEHSA NpuBENO Kakoe-HMbyab TEnnoe 4yBCTBO K BaM.
Bbl camMmm cBoMMM MOCTynKamMu BblpBannM M3 MOero cepaua gaxe apyxboy,
KOTOPYIO A paHblue BCE-Taku nutana K BaM...

- Ho, KHsiXHa, — nonpo6oBan oCTaHOBUTb €€ [JONropyKun.

- Nopgoxaute. [anTte p[ockasaTb, — npoao/mkana AHHa. - Koraa wcues
BapsaTuUHCKMn, a9 ToT4yac e o6BMHMMIA BaC B 3TOM WMCYE3HOBEHWUU. A 3Hana,
AoragbiBanacb, YyBCTBOBasa, YTO Bbl €ro HeHaBmauTe. A ybexaeHa bblna, yuTo
€Ccnu OH nponan — 1o nponan 6narogaps sBam... 8 6bina yBepeHa, 4Yto OH youT,
W cuyMTana Bac BUHOBHUKOM ero rmbenun. MNMosTtopsito, 9 6bi1a yBepeHa B 3TOM U

CaMa rortoemnacb K CMEPTU, NOTOMY 4YTO HE B CuNax 6bina NeEpPEXnUTb CMEPTb



Bacun. Ho noMHUTe, Bbl Npuexanu, Bbl 3aX0TeNIn MeHs BuaeTb, U A0 CUMX Mop B
ylwax 3BYYMT pafoCTHas BeCTb, KOTOpyw coobwmnum Bbl. Bbl ckasanu:
BapatnHckuin xue. N g noBepuna BawmM cnoBaMm, nosepuna cepaueMm, n aTa
YBEPEHHOCTb Cracsia MeHsl, MOXeT 6bITb, OT MOrubl, K KOTOpoMn A yxe 6binia
6nuska. U Tenepb A HaApO4YHO nMpuwia K BaMm, 4Tobbl NPOCUTb Bac
noaATBEPAUTb BallW pafoOCTHble ANnst MeHs cnoBa. CKaxuTe MHe... 3aknHaw
BacC BCeM CBATbIM Ang Bac!.. CkaxuTe, npasaa v 37107

N oHa Cc HeBbIpa3MMoOn TPEBOron yCcTpeMunaa CBOM MNbliarvoWwmn B3rNsaa Ha nmuo
Anekcesa Muxannosuua.

Ho Jlonropykuii OTBETU/T HE Cpa3y.

B To MrHoBeHMe, koraa Anekcen Mmxamnnosuy yemaen KHsXXHY AHHY, paaocCTb
ero 6bina Tak CWbHA, 4YTO OH Ha MUHYTY 3abbin BCe CBOM MCTUTENIbHbIE
NMOMBbIC/bI, YTO AaXe Ta Xrydasi CTpacTb, KOTOPOK OH Mblian BCE BpeMs K
MonoAoM AeBywke, Kak 6bl cTyweBanacb nepes 6naxeHCTBOM 3TOro
HeOXMAaHHOro cBMAaHMA. HO CTOMMO TONbKO KHSIXKHE YMOMSAHYTb, 4TO OHA
npuwJsia CoBCEM He paiu Hero, 4Yto eé npueena TONIbKO TPeBOra 3a >XW3Hb
BapAaTMHCKOro, U TMXoe pagoCTHOe 4YyBCTBO uc4yesdno 6e3 cnepa, u Anekces
MuxannoBuya CHOBa OXBaTuNa nMpexHaa Henpummpumasa 3no06a, cHoBa
NpoOCHyNnacb AnKasa CTpacTb.

"Xopowo xe, KpacaBuua, — noaymasn OH, — e€C/M Tbl camMa nonasa B MOM
PYKMW, Tak Tenepb yX Tebe He yaacTcs BblpBaTbCs U3 HUx!"

N, rnaas npsMo B rnasa Mosi040W KHSXKHbI, OH CKa3an:

- [1a KHSIXXHa, s roBOpuMA npasay.

- 3HauunT, Bacsa xXnB? — pagOCTHO BOCK/IMKHY/1a MOJSI04asa AeBYLUKA.

— [la KHSIXXHa, XUB.

— 3HauuT, Bbl ero He ybusann?

Jonropykui neyanbHO yNblOHYNCS U pa3Bén pyKamu.

- BaM HakneseTanu Ha MeHs, AHHa BacunbesHa. lMpaBaa, A 6bin 301 Ha
KHA38 BapATWMHCKOro, 301 3a TO, 4YTO OH oOkasasnca 6onee cyacTnvMBbIM B
rnouckax Bailen nwbsun, 4yem 4. A Beab Nobun Bac, AHHa BacunbeBHa... Ntobun
He MeHblle, YyeM BbapsaTUHCKUI, N, MOHATHO, MHe TsXXeno 6bls1I0 CO3HaBaTb, UTO

Bbl npegnoynu ero MHe! lpaBaa, 8 XoTen eMy MCTUTb, HO KOrga OH cTan



BALUMM XEHUXOM, S NPUMUPUIICS CO CBOEN CyabboM, OTHABLUEN BaC y MeHs!..
Anekcen Mwuxanmnosmdy BCE 3TO CKasan TakKMM 3a4yWEBHbIM TOHOM, Takas
rnybokasi rpyCTb U Takme HeXHble HOTKM 3BYyYann B €ro rosoce, 4Yto KHSXHa
AHHa, HecMoTps Ha BCE cBOEé npeaybexaeHne, HEBOMIbHO Noaaanacb 06asiHMO
3TOM 3a4YyLIEBHOCTU W B3rfAsHysa Ha [ONropykoro yxe He TakuMM FHEeBHbIM
B3rN40M, Kak npexae.

A Anekcen MwuxamnoBu4y, 3aMeTMB BMNe4daTneHue, nNpom3BeféHHOE Ha
MOSIOAYI0 AEBYLIKY €ro cioBamu, NpoaosiKasna TeM Xe 3a4YyLWeBHbIM TOHOM:

— [loBepbTe, KHSXHA, 4TO 9 rnNyboKo coxanena O HecyacTum, NOCTUrwem Bac,
Korga ucyes KHA3b bapATMHCKUMR. S COBEpLUEeHHO CAy4YamHO Y3Han, 4YTO OH
XXWB, MU TOTYacC Xe nocrnewmns coobwmTb 3TO0 BaM. lMoBepbTe MHe, 4YTO ecnun 6 A
6bl1 BAHOBEH B €ro0 MCYE3HOBEHUU, 9 HUKOraa bbl He cTan m3BelaTb Bac, YTo
OH XWUB.

- [a, pa, npasaa! - npowenTtana AHHa. - Cnacmbo BaM, KHA3b, cnacubo!
MpocTuUTe MeHs, YTO 9 TaK AYpHO AyMarna O Bac.

EnBa 3aMeTHasa ycMmelwka, CNOBHO TeHb, npobexana no nuuy Jonropykoro,
HO AHHa He 3aMeTuna 3TOM YCMELWKN U, 3aHATas TPEBOXUBLLUMM €€ BONPOCOM,
6bICTpO cnpocuna:

- Ho rae xe oH? 'pe?

- KT0? Bacunun MaTteeeBn4? — nepecnpocun JOonropykui.

- Hy pa, KoHe4yHO!

- O, OH Hepaneko oTclaa.

- Ho oH 380p0OB? 340pOB?..

Jonropykui ne4yanbHO nNokKa4vasna rosioBoun.

- HeT, KHsXHa, oH 60oNneH, — ckasan oH. — 4 He cTaHy obMaHbIBaTb Bac.

AHHa BacunbeBHa B3gporHyna BCEM TenoM UM nowaTHynacb. OHa
Nno4YyBCTBOBaNa, Kak CMepTesibHbl X0No4 NMPOHWK B €€ cepAue, KakK KpoBb
TOYHO 3aneAeHena B XWnax, nepea rnasamum 3aMeNnbKanu KpoBaBble TOYUKM.
Ewé MuHyTa, — 1 OHa 6bl nnwmnacb 4yBCTB. M TONbKO CTpalHbIM YCUIINEM
BO/IM €M yAaanocb NnobopoTb cnabocCTb, BHE3ANHO OXBATMBLUYHO €€.

- YTO0 C HMM? — eABa CMOrna OHa npowenTaTb ApPOXallunM, npepbiBatoWMMCS

ronocoMm. — Yto ¢ HUM Takoe? Paan bora, ckaxute ckopen!



- YcnokomnTech, KHsxHa! Ka)eTcs, HW4ero onacHoro Hert.

- Ho rae oH? 'ge oH?

- TyT Heganeko, 3a KpecToBCKOWM 3aCTaBoOn, Ha O4HOWN MeNbHULE.

- Kak oH Tyaa nonan?

Jonropykuin ynblbHyncs.

- Hy yx atoro, npoctnute, AHHa BacunbeBHa, 1 BaM CKa3aTb HE MOry, 9 U CaM
He 3Halo.

- Ho Kak xe Bbl y3Hanu?

— CoBepleHHO cnyvYanHo. Ha 3Ton MenbHuue CAyXuT B 3acbiNkax Hall
06poyHbIt xonon. OH 6bIN 34ecb WM pacckasbiBan B JIOACKOW, KakK OH CO
CTapMKOM MeJSIbHUKOM MOAHSAN Ha TpouukKonm aopore Kakoro-to 60/sbHOro
MpeobpaxeHckoro oduuepa. lapacbka nepepan 3TOT paccka3d MHe. 4
3aMHTEpecoBasncs, noexasna Ha 3Ty MenbHuuy U ybeauncs, 4To 3ToT oduuep He
KTO MHOMN, KaK Ball XXEHUX.

- Ho Kak e Bbl He NpuBe3nun ero croga?

- [poCcTnTE, KHSXHA, — MArko 3ametun [Jonropykun. — S He Mor 3TOro
caenaTb yX xoTsa 6bl N0 0AHOMY TOMY, 4TO, NMpUBE3M A ero ctoga, nownau 6ol
HernpeMeHHble TOIKU, YTO S BUHOBAT B ero 6ose3Hu.

- Ho Kak Bbl ero Hawnun? Yem oH 6bin 6oneH?

— OH 6bin TOrga B 6ecnamMaTtcrTee; a YeM oH 60neH, — He YMelD BaM CKa3aTb.

- Ho Tenepb... Tenepb, — C 3aMupaHMeM cepgua cnpocuna AHHa, - eMy
HaBepHoe nyywe?

- KaxeTcsa, nyduwe.

Monogas AeByllKa Ha MUHYTY 3agyManacb, ONyCTUB rosioBY Ha rpyab, NOTOM
6bICTPO cKasana:

- KHA3b, 9 6yay Bac NpoCuTb... UICNONHUTE, paan bora Mmoo npocuby...

- Bcé&, uto yrogHo, kKHsi>kHa! MNMpukasbiBanTe, — 9 BCE NUCMOJIHIO.

- Bbl roBopuTe, 4UTO 3Ta MefibHMLUA Hefaneko oTcioaa’?

- bnn3éxoHbko. Bcero BepcCTbl 4yeTblpe 3a KpecToBCKOWM 3acTtaBoW, He
noesxast AnekceescKoro.

- Tak BOT 4TO, KHA3b.. - Monogass pAeBywKa HA MUHYTY CMyTunachb,

3aMo/i4asia, HO NOTOM TO4YHO c06panaCb C AyXOM W TBEpAO CKasana: -



OTBe3uTE MEHS Ha 3Ty MesibHULY, S XO4y, HENpeMeHHO X04y BWAETb TOoT4yac
e Bacio!..

[Jonropykuin gaxe pactepsscs OT HEOXUAAHHOCTU 3TOro NpeanoxeHus. OH U
npeanonaratb He Mor, 4To6 OHa camMa TaK /erko nowa B pacCTaB/IEHHYIO e
3anagHio. XOoTd OH M HaBoAun eé€ Ha Mbicb 06 3TOM noe3ake, HO eMmy
Ka3anocb, YTO eMy A0S0 NpUAETCSA yroBapuMBaTb MONIOAYH AEBYLWKY M 4TO
OHa He TaK-TOo N1erko NonagéTcs B JIOBYLUKY.

Ho oHa camMa wna HaBCTpeyy ero TaWHbIM XenaHumaMm, W Anekces
MuxannoBuya oxBaTuNa Takas HeyAepXumas pafdocTb, 4YTO €My CTOUSO0
rpPOMagHbIX YCUIUN CAEPXATbCA U He BblaaTb cebs.

- C 60nbWwWnM yaoBOAbLCTBMEM! — BOCK/IMKHY OH, — S Ball MOKOPHbIA cnyra,
KHSI>XXHA, 1 caenato BCE, 4TO Bbl Npukaxere!

N TouHO 60sCb, 4UTO MoNoAdas AeBylKAa MOXeT pa3fayMmaTb, OH TOPOMJNBO
noAOoLWEéN K ABEPU U KNMKHYN Mepacuma. ToT He 3aMennnn siBUTbCS.

- Mapacbka! bern cenyac Ha KOHILWHIO, — nNpukasan emy [JONropykuin, — u
BEJIM Kyyepy 3a/10KUTb B MasieHbKue caHku bynara!

- Celnvac, Balle CUATeNbCTBO.

fapacbka CTpesion noMyancsa Ha ABop.

Bcé 6naronpuatcrBoBano Anekcew Mwuxannosumdy B 3TOT Beuyep. Jlowaab
yepe3 HeCKONbKO MUHYT yxe 6buna Horamm MEp3/blk CHer y BOpOT AOMa.
KHs)xHa AHHa He pasayMana W COBepLUEHHO CMOKOMHO ycenacb B MafneHbKue
CaHKKW, BCHA OXBayeHHas CTPaCTHbIM >eflaHMEM MOoCKopee yBuAaTb CBOEro
HeHarnagHoro Back, gaxe He 3ameyas, 4TO OHM enyT 6e3 Kyyepa U 4TO
BOXOKWM B35/1 B pyKU cam Anekcen Mmxamnosuu.

[a v pasayMbiBaTb 6bIN10 yXXe NO34HO.

LJONropyknm HaTAHYN BOXXU, M ropsyas nowanb, NOAXBAaTUB NErKNE CaHKK,
noMyana uX CTpenon, obaaBass CeAOKOB CHEXHOW Mblibio. He npowno u
nonay4yacy, Kak B3MblIeHHas Nnowajb y>Xe 0CTaHOBWAACh Y BOPOT TUXOHOBCKOW
MesIbHULbI.

Anekcenn Mwuxannosumy BbICKOYMA M3 caHen W 3abapabaHun B BOpoOTa.
FPOMKKUI CTYK nMpobyann BCO OKPECTHOCTb M FYJIKMM 3XOM OTO3BasCHa rae-to

BAaNM. Ha 3TOT pas eMy OTBOPW/IM HE TakK CKOpO, Kak B nepBblin npuesd. OH



NPUHMMANCs CTyyaTb pa3a TpW, MNOKa HaKoHel 3a 3abopoOM He CKpUMHyna
ABepb, N He nocblwancs ronoc HUKUTKK:

- K10 ewé tam? Koro Hesnérkasa npuHecna?

- OtBOpM, HMkKTa, 310 A, Jlonropykmn! — otoseasncsa Anekcen Mmxannosuu.

- Cenyac, Bawe cusATenbCTBO! — BOCKAWKHYN HUKUTKA, U BCaed 3a TeM A0
cnyxa [Jdonropykoro AOHEccs CcKpun  NpoMEp3qioro CcHera nog ero
TOPOM/IMBbIMU WIAramun. 3arpeMes TSHXENbIN 3aMOK, 3BAKHYN 3anop, U BOpoTa
pacnaxHynumceo.

- [NoxanynTte, Bawe cuaTenbCcTBo! — BoO3rnacun Hukutka. — [poctute,
Xpucta paam, 4to poHapb He 3axBaTun; 60bHO Y>K NOTOPONUACS.
Jonropykun cxeBaTwi ero 3a pyKy W; MOYTU MNPUrHYBLIWUCb K €ro nauvgy,
npowenTan:

- FoBopu Tnwe. A He oamH. CTapuk 34ecb?

- HeTyTn. 3aBTpa X0351KY XAEM, TaK s ero cniaasui.

— A HecyaCTHeHbKWUI rae?

- B ero kamopke, nog 3aMkoM. [IpbIXHeT, noau, 6e3 3aaHNX HOr.

- Hy nagHo, — npowentan Anekcert MMxannoBuY U MOTOM CKa3asna rpoOMKO: —
Hy BoT u4to, 6pateuy: Tbl 6bl 3a ¢doHapém cxoaumn. TyT y Bac TeMeHb
HenpornsgHas, Toro U rnsau, ronoBy CJOMULb.

- Cenvac, 6aTiowkKka KHa3b!

N HuknTka co Bcex Hor 6pocumnca Hasaa Ha MefbHULY, a 4Yepe3 MUHYTY
BEPHYNCH C 3aKOMYéHHbIM (hOHapéM, CKBO3b TYCKJIble CTEK/Sla KOTOPOro enBa
npobusanucb cnabble nyuym ceeTa.

- Moxanynte, KHsXHa! — obpaTtunca [Jonropykun K AHHe, noMoras em
BblJ1IE3TU U3 CaHEMN.

N, nopaepxmeBas MonoAyw [AeBYWKY, OH HanpaBwuiaca K MenbHuue,

YyepHeBLWEN NPO3HbIM NPU3PAKOM Ha TEMHOM (OHEe HOYHOro Heba.

nasa IX. B NMOPbLIBE CTPACTHU
KpoMe ManeHbKOW KaMopKku, CNy>Xuslien obutanmwem ctapuka KoHgpaTta v B
KOTOpOWN Tenepb Haxoawuncs bapAaTUHCKUI, Ha MenbHuue 6bina ewé 6onblias

ropH1ua, np€eaHa3Ha4daBLlWasaACA B ropsa4vyee BpeMA OCEHHEro noMona And



HOYEBKN MPUE3KNX KPEeCTbSH, MPUBO3UBLLUNX HA TUXOHOBCKYD MeSIbHULY CBOEé
3epHO U3 OYEeHb AasibHUX AepeBeHb.

BOT B 3Ty-TO ropHuMUy M BBEN MNOHATAMBbIA HUKUTKA KHA38 [JONropykoro u
MOJIOAYI0 KHSDKHY, U He NnoAo3peBaBLllYyl, YTO OHa CcTana >XepTBOM CaMou
FHYCHOW UHTpUIN.

AHHa C yaAuBNeHNEM OrnsiHynacb KpyToM.

OHa 6blna yBepeHa, 4To [lonropykun npoBenér eé€ npsamMo K bapsaTuHckoMmy,
WU, He BMASA ero 34ecb, B 3ToW 6onbwon crnabo ocBelEéHHOM OnbiBaBLIen
CafnlbHOM CBEYKOW ropHuuUe, TEMHble 3aKOMNYéHHble CTeHbl KOTOPOM KaK-To
OOHEeNb3s HENpUIOTHO FNsAenu Ha Heé, — MonoAas AeBylwKa B3aporHyna. En
no4yeMy-TO CTasio CTpaLIHO.

o cux Nop HU TEHU COMHEHUS He BO3HWUKano B e€é BO36yXAEHHOM MO3ry.
Npeobnagana TONbKO oOAHA MbICAb, — MbICb O bBapATMHCKOM, O TOM,
HaCKO/IbKO CuJibHa ero 6onesHb. 3aHAaTas 3TOK MbICAbO, BCA OTAABLIUCL €N,
AHHa He 3aMeTuna HeeCcTeCTBEHHOCTM pacckasa [Jonropykoro u, BCH
OXBayeHHas My4duTeNbHOM TPeBOrom 3a NtbMMOro 4yesioBeka, He paccyxaas,
6pocmnacb camMa B 3anagHio.

N Tonbko Tenepb, OrnsA4biBassCb KPYromM U NMOYYBCTBOBAB KAaKOWM-TO HESCHbLIN
CTpax, KOTOpbIM BHYyLlana en 3Ta ropHuua, o4Ha MOSOBMHA KOTOpown 6blnia
3aH4Ta CTO/IOM, rAe Mepuana CcBeya B XXene3HOM waHpane, a gpyras coBcem
NOTOHY/@ BO Mpake, — MOs04as AeByLlKa 3aAyManacb, U pe3ynbTaTOM 3TUX
AYM SiBUJIOCb KaKoe-TO HEeSACHOE MoAo3peHune.

"Boxe ™mon! A uto, ecnn s obmaHynacb B [JOAropykom, — aymana oHa. -
MoxeT 6biTb, OH BblAyMan BCK 3Ty CKa3Ky, 4TObbl 3aBecTM MeHs B 3TO
CTpawHoe MecTo... Beab oH nwobun meHs... FfoBoput — nwbuUt A0 cmx nop...
Ecnu OH HacunbHO Xo4yeT oBMaaeTb MHOMO..."

OHa onATb HEPBHO B3APOrHynaa v orfisgHyfnacb Kpyrom. JJonropykoro He 6bi10
0KONo Heé. OH 6bln Ha caMOW MenbHUUE M wenTancs ¢ Hukutkon. XKyTko
CTano KHsHXHe AHHe.

MpayHass KOMHaTa nMokKasanacb en ewé MpadHee. MépTBas TULWIKHA,
LapuBllas BOKpyr, nyrana eé. Manenwunin LWOpoX BeTpa B KpblbsX BeTpska,

KaknM-To cnabbiM CBUMCTOM AOHOCUBLUWIACS Ctofa, 3acTaBnsii eé B3AparmBaTtb



N KakK-TO NYr/INBO NPMXMMATbCSA K CTOJY, OKOI0 KOTOPOro OHa CTosna.

A HeyroMOHHblEe MbICIW NpoAO/HKaNM WyMeTb B roJsioBe, NpoAos/HKanu
puvcoBaTb caMble 6e30TpagHble, camble yapydaloline KapTUHb.

- [ocnogn, cnacnm MeHA! - wenTana KHSAXHa, 3anaMblBas W 4YYyTKO
NPUCNYLWNBAsACh K OKpyXatoLen TuwmHe. — N 3a4eM TonbKo g noexana! Kak s
He coobpa3una Toro, 4yto 6yab Bacsa aencrentenbHo Tak 61M3Ko OoT MOCKBSbI...
OT MeH$, OH Haweén 6bl cnyyam CoobLnTb MHE, YTO OH XMB... Beab OH NobuT
MeHs,, nbut. OH 3HaeT, B KakKoW CTpallHOW TpeBore Ao/MkHa s 6binia
HaxoauTbCa BCE 3TO BpeMs.. Ero HeT 3aecb.. MeHs o06MaHynu... MeHs
3aBJIEeKIN B NOBYLWKY... [ocnoamn, cnacu MeHs!

3a ABepbilo noc/biwannceb warn jonropykoro. AHHa NyrinMBo oTwaTHyNacb B
CTOpPOHY, M, KOrga OH BOLWEN, Ha eé cpa3y NoMepTBEBLUEM JINLE OTpa3uCH
Takon yxac, 4to Anekcer MwuxanmnoBumu TOT4YAC Xe MOHAN, 4YTO MosioAas
AEeBYLUKa ycnena yxe AoragaTtbCs 0 ero HaMepeHusx.

"TeM nyduwe, — X0NOAHO MogyMan OH, — MHe Hafoeno urpatb Kkomeaut. Bcé
paBHO el yX He ynTtun otctoga. OHa Ao/kKHa 6bITb Moen..."

Ho oH BCE-Taku He XOoTesn nyratb e€ cpasy.

- PazgeBanTecb, KHSXHA, — C N1IaCKOBOW YNblOKOW noaxoash K Hen, ckasan
Jonropykuin. — 34ecCb >Xapko, Aaxe CAWWKOM >apko.. A TO Bbl ewWweé
NPOCTYAUTLCSA MOXeETeE.

N oH NpoTsHYN pyku, 4TOo6bI NOMOYb el CHATb 6ypHyc. HO Monoaas aAeByLuka,
3aMeTUB ero ABuxeHue, 6bICTPO OTCTynuaa Hasah WM ApOoXalMM ros10CoM
BOCKJ/IMKHYNa:

— KHA3b! Bbl 06MaHynn meHs! Bacu HeT 34ech!

Anekcen MmnxannoBu4 A3BUTENIbHO PacxoXoTasics.

- OH 3pecb, MoA KpacaBuual..

- Bbl mx&Te! — npoaosmkana KHsbkHa. — Bbl /kéte! Bbl 6ecyecTHO 3aMaHuMm
MeHS B 3anajHilo, BOCMNOJIb30BABLIMCb MOEN AOBEPYMBOCTbLIO... 3a4eM Bbl 3TO
caenann?!

Jonropykuin ewé cmnbHee pacxoxoTasncs.

— A Bbl U He agoragbiBaeTecb — 3a4eM, MOos slactoyka! 3aTtem, uto g nwbnto

Bac...



N OH OnATb NPOTSAHY K HEN PYKW.

Tonbko cenyac oco3Hana AHHa BCHO OMACHOCTb CBOEro MNosoXeHus. ToNbKo
ceryac NOHsNA OHa, KaKyl YyXacHyl owubky coBeplunna, rnoexas croaa, Ha
3TY rNyXxyto, 3aTEPSAHHYIO B Mosie MefbHULUYy, BMecTe C [JONropyKuM.

N eé& oxBaTun TakoM CTpax, YTO OHA 4YyTb He nuwunacb 4yBCTB. HO OHa
nobopona noactynaswyk cnabocCTb; OHa nNpuaana Ha NoMoLb BCHO CUNY BOIU
W, TNSHyB MNpsSMO B JIMUO HaxanbHO YynblbasBwerocs [onropykosa
NNXOpafo4YHO 3aropeBLMMCS B30POM, BOCK/IMKHYNA:

- Kakon e Bbl Heroasin, KHA3b! HAacKoNbKO HYXHO 6bITb 6ecyecTHbIM, YTOObI
3aMaHUTb MeHS B TaKylt noanyto foBywky... O, kak rnyboko s Bac HeHaBuxy!
Kak cTpawHo g Bac npesupato...

Jonropykuin monya He cBoaun c eé€ 6n1eAHOro nuMuuka, ene ocBewwéHHOro
nyyamMu MepuaBlLUen CBeYKW, CBoero nbiiaswero B3opa. OH 4yBCTBOBas, Kak
BCEé CUNbHEE M CU/IbHEe 3aKunaeT KPoBb B €ro Xuiax, Kak BCE npepbiBUCTEe
HauuHaeT 6uTtbcsa cepaue... OH, Kazanocb, N03abbln B 3Ty MUHYTY BeCb MuUp,
paxe  bapaTMHCKOro, Kamopka KoToporo ©6bina oTaeneHa  TOHKOW
neperopoakon, — 3abbl BCE, KpOMe CBOEW CTpPacTu, KpOMe AMKOro XenaHus
BO 4TO 6bl TO HX CcTano obnagaTtb 3TOM XPYMNKOM AEBYLIKOW, C TAKUM THEBHbIM
npe3puTesibHbIM BUAOM CTOSIBLUEN Tenepb nepes HUM.

B HEM npocbinancsa 3sepb, U YTO 6bl HM roBOpuia KHSXXHaA AHHa, Kak 6bl HU
Monuna ero, Kak 6bl HM NpOKAMHaNa, — OH He ycnbiwan 6bl HU MONbLOLI, HU
npoknaTuin. LLym pasropeBliencs Kposu 3arnywmnn 6ol BCé 370...

A Monogas AeByllKa npoAosxana, BCSA Mbllass HerogoBaHMEM, caMa He
NMoHWUMasl, 4YTO JAenaetcsas C Hew, OTkyaa 6epétca y Heé 3Ta 3Heprus,
nogaepXxueatowas eé ternepb, B 3Ty YXXaCHYHO MUHYTY...

- MocTblanTeCb, — roBopuna oHa. — NpuanyHo nn BaM, KHA310 [JoAropykomy,
n3obpaxatb NpocToro pasbonHuka... [la n pazbonHmnk 6bl He NOWEéN Ha Takoe
Aeno, n 1ot 6bl Ckanuaca Hago MHow! Heyxenn Bbl Xyxe pa3bonHuka?!

- 4 nobnto Tebs, — npowenTtan Jonropykuin.

- Kakas e ato nwobosb! NMocnegHun xonon — n TOT NOOUT nHave... N TOT He
CTaHeT 3/10ynoTpebsiATb HEOMNbITHOCTLIO N AOBEPYUBOCTLIO AEBYLLKMU.

- 4 nobnto Tebs... — cHoBa nosTOpMAN LONrOPYKNIA N NOABUHYICSA K HEN.



Jlnuo ero nobarpoBeno, rnasa HaaWIUCb KPOBbK, M OH Tak 6bl CTpaweH B
3TO MIFHOBEHbE, YTO KHSAXHA HEBOJIbHO BCKPUKHYNa M 3aKpblia MU0 pyKamu.
- KHA3b! — 3akpmyana oHa XanobHbIM, KaKMM-TO AETCKUM rosoCcoM. — KHA3b!
Monto Bac! NMowaaute MeHs! 4 He caenana BaM HMYero AypHOro... 3a 4TO Bbl,
ybuB Mol ayuwy, xotute ybutb n Teno?! KHA3b, BeAb s HEe NepexuBy CBOEero
nosopa...

- 8 Tebs nwbnaw! - Xpunnao BbIKPUKHYN Anekcer Mwuxamnosuud. — A T1ebs
nobnt... Tel gomkHa 6bITb Moew.. UM HU MOonbbbl, HWU Yyrposbl, HU
conpoTmeneHue He cnacyT Tebs oT MOMX 06bATUI... DTO MOSI MeCTb 3a TO, 4TO
Tbl TaK nMpe3puTesibHO OTTONIKHY/la MeHs; 3a TO, UTO MHe, KHSA3K0
JonropykoMy, Tbl ocMenuaacb npeanoyvyectb 3TOro Majabyunwky BapAaTUHCKOro.
51 BCE 31O BpeMs xun 6e3yMHOM Hagexaowm caenatb Tebs cBoen XXeHOW, — Tbl
caMa He 3axoTena 3Toro... 3a 370 Tbl 6yaewb Moen NboBHULEN...

N oH 6pocmncsa K Hel n cxBaTtun eé 3a pyku. XXapkoe abiXxaHWe, CO CBUCTOM
BblpblBaBLLUEECH N3 ero CyXmUX BOCNanéHHbIX ryb, 060XXrno nmuo AHHbI...

B cTpawHOM wucnyre oHa BCKPUKHYNa, METHYy/acb B CTOPOHY, XoTena
BblpBaTbCs, HO [JONrOPYKNI TaK KpPernko cxan eé pyku, 4to 3To ycunume 6biio
6ecnonesHo.

Anekcenn Muxamnosud npubnusun cesou rybol K eé rybam n noBTOpssa, Kak
6e3yMHbIN, TONbKO 0AHY dpasy;

- 4 T1ebsa nobnto... 9 Teba nwbnto... 9 Tebs nwbnio...

CMenass MbICNb MesibKHY/a, KakK MOJIHUA Cpeau Mpaka, B rosioBe Mosionown
OEBYLUKMU.

- KHA3b! = 0TYaAHHO BOCKJIMKHY/A OHa. — OnoMHuTecb! lyctute MeHsa! Bbi
camu ropopute, 4To Bacs 3aecb... XoTb OH M 60N€eH, HO, yCnbllWaB MOW KpUK,
OH NMpUAET, 4TObbI BbIpBaTb MEHS U3 BalUUX PYK.

OTW cnoBa Ha MUHYTY Kak 6bl owenomMunu [JoAropykoro; OH Aa)ke BbIMyCTUI
N3 CBOUX PYK PYKM AHIOTbI, HO NOTOM AMKO, 3N106HO paccMesincs.

- Kpnun! - ckaszan oH. — 30BM cBoero mmnoro. Ecnun oH v npuaéTt, To coBcem
He Ha paaocCTb Ang Tebs.

- Tak oH 34ecb?!

- 3pech, 34eck! Ho He paayics oueHb 3TOMY, MOSI NPENECTb...



- A, 3nogen! - BOCKIMKHYNa AHHa.- Tak Tbl ybun ero u Xxoyewb
HaapyraTbCs HaZ ero TPyrom...

- $ ero He ybuBan. OH 1B, HO BCE paBHO 4YTO MEpPTB...

CTpawHasa goragka nopasmia KHAXHY.

- XuB, HO... BCé paBHO KaK MEpTBbIA... — Xonoaes OT yXaca, npowenTtana
OHa. — TaK OH., OH...

— OH 6e3yMHbIN! — TOpXXecTBylowWwe NOsSACHUA [JONropykuii, u oTBpaTuTenbHas
ynbibka npobexana no ero nuuy. — Tenepb Tbl NOHUMaeLWb, YTO 9 He 60KCb
ero...

KHsa)KHa BCKpWKHYyfna oT ocTtpon 60nun, NnpoHu3aslen eé cepaue, U C ryxXuMm
pblAaHWEM npunasna roJloBoOn K CTony.

A [lonropykuii npoaosxan:

- Tbl BUANLWDb, KakK S Muy... A Tbl ewé xoTena matn NnpoTmMe MOen BOMM...

OH coBepluieHHO obe3yMen B 3Ty MUHYTY M, 3abblBasi, YTO €ero OTKPOBEHHOCTb
MOXeT YybuTb MONoAykw [AEeBYyWKY, C YyXacawwuMm X1agHOKPOBUEM,
WUCMOSIHEHHbIN MCTUTENBHOINO 4YyBCTBA W CTPACTHOrO XenaHus [OCTaBUTb
6eHOMN KHSXXHE My4unTenbHyto 60/1b CBOMM paccka3oMm, NPUHANCSA nepeaasaTbh
el nogpobHOCTM aAcCKOro 3ambicnia NpoTuB BapATMHCKOro, NpuBeAEHHOrO B
NCrosiHeHne AHTPOMbIYEM.

OH pacckasan, Kak yropopuacsa ¢ AHTponbldyeM, Kak TOT Aas C/0BO 3aMaHUTb
BapAaTMHCKOro B IOBYLIKY, Kak Bacunuin MaTtBeeBuY nonasncs B Heé.

- Ero, npasaa, cnacnu, — nNpoao/iXan OH CBOM YXACHbI pacckas, Ka)aoe
C/IOBO KOTOPOro TOYHO HOXOM Bpe3anoCb B cepAue KHSXHbl AHHbl, TOYHO
OrHeHHbIMM ByKBaMu ropesno nepej eé€ AyXOBHbIM B30pPOM, — €ro Crnacsu, Ho
TONbKO 3aTeM, 4yTob6 ybeanTbcs, 4To OH cowén ¢ yma. Ecnm Tbl Xouewb BUAETL
ero, 9 Tebe ero nokaxy notoMm... OH cnuT TyT psSAoOM, B KaMopke... d He
obmaHyn Tebs, ckasaB, 4YTO OH XMB. OH XWB, HO TaKas XWU3Hb XyXe CMEpTH...
Tenepb OH MHE He onaceH... OTo 6eAHbIN NAMOT, KOTOPbIA AaXe U He y3HaeT
Tebs, a ToNbKo byaeT 6eCCMbICIEHHO X10MNaTh rNa3amMu U Ha TBOW OTUHASHHbIE
KPUKK OTBETUT rMYMNbIM CMEXOM.

AHHa nepecTtana pblgatb. Cnésbl Kak-TO Cpa3y BbICOX/M Ha rnasax. OHa

oTowia OT CTOJ1a U 6poc1/|na Ha [onropykoro B3rnsag, 3aI'O|DEBLLIMl7ICF| AVKOM



3n060Mn.

- Kakon e Bbl Herogan! — BOCK/IWMKHYMa OHa. — [locnegHuUin BOp He Tak
ragok, Kak Bbl...

Jonropykuin pacxoxoTasncs.

- W BC&-Takn 3TO He noMelaeT Tebe LuenoBaTb MeHs...

- Hukorpa! — cnosHoO oTpe3ana Monodas AeBywka. — Hukoragal! A, npasaa,
cnabas geByliKa, HO 9 3a4yLWy Bac, €CNuM Bbl TONIbKO NpubansnTecb Ko MHe!

- A BOT yBnamm!

N Anekcen MunxamnosBuy LIArHysa NO HanpaBAEHUIO K KHSXHE M XOTesl CHOBa
CXBaTUTb €€ 3a pYKMU.

Ho Monopas geBylwKa, Kak Kowka, Bapyr 6pocmnacb Ha HEro n co BCEN CUJbl
BUenuiacb NanbLaMu B €ro ropnao. TSxXeno Ablwa, KaXxay MUHYTY rotoBas
NnoTepSATb CO3HAHME, OHA CXaJsla ero rnoTKy C Takon CUION, YTO OH YyTb Cpa3sy
He 3a40XHYNCS.

Ho Jonropykuint onpasuics, 3aBs3anacb 6opbba, 1 monogon aesylike, un 6e3
TOro noTpAcéHHOM W 0b6ecCUNeHHOW, npUWOoCbL YCTYNUTb. Anekceu
MunxannoBu4 BbIpBancs n3 eé pyk M B CBOK o4vyepeab CXBATUN €€ 3a pYKMU.
OHa AMKOo, OTYasAsHHO BCKPUKHYynNa:

- Baca! Munbii! Cnacu meHs!

A Jlonropykuun, cokmmasa eé B CBOMX 06bATMAX, OTbiICKMBanN rybamm eé rybol u
wenTan:

— 30BW... KPUYN... OH N HE yCNbIWwunT!

Ho oH owmnbcs.

3a CTeHOW pas3gancs 4Yem-ToO KPWUK, MOTOM CTYK, KAKOW-TO TpecCK, TOYHO
XpyCTenun AOCKM No4 HAanopoM KakOW-TO ANKOW CUJblI.

DTOT WYM U Tpeck 3actaBmnm [JONropykKoro HEBOJIbHO OrASSHYTbCS Ha ABEPb.
N Bapyr OH nobnegHen, B34POrHya W TOPOMJAMBO BbINYCTU/ U3 CBOUX
06bATMIN NoNy6eCcUHyBCTBEHHYIO MOIOAYIO AEBYLLKY.

Ha nopore crtosn BapATUHCKWIM, U rfasa ero B TEMHOTe ropenun, CI0BHO ABa

pacKanéHHble yrns.

Mnaea X. PACIMJIATA



Mpowno He 6o0nblle MWUHYTbl MEPTBOr0, TOMUTE/IBHOMO MOMYaHWA, HO 3Ta
MWUHYTa MoKa3anacb LE/ION BEYHOCTbI W KHA3K0 [JONropyKOMy, U KHSKHE
AHHe.

Monopas Aesylka, nodyscTtBoBaB cebs Ha cBoboae, He cpasy nNoHsana, yTo
Takoe CNy4ymnocb, W TOSbKO NpocCieaMB WUCNyraHHblA  B30p Anekces
MunxannoBu4a, yCTpeM/IEHHbIN Ha ABEPb, OHA YSCHMUNA HAaKOHEL, MPUYNHY 3TOM
TpeBoru.

YBuaaB Ha nopore pes3Kko BbIpUCOBaBLUYKOCA Ha TEMHOM OHe ddurypy
BapaTMHCKOro, oHa B MepBblli MOMEHT Kak 6bl 3acTblia oT yauBaeHusa. OHa
kKak 6bl He Bepuna rnasam; en KasasoCb BCE 3TO KAKUM-TO TAXKENbIM CHOM,
¢daHTOMOM paccTpoeHHOro BoobpaxeHus, U oHa 6osinacb MoweBesbHYTbCS,
yTob6bl HE CNYrHyTb 3TOT NpMU3paK, TaK BHE3amnHO SABUBLUMIACS U MOTyLWMUIA Tak
)K€ BHe3amnHoO MCYe3HYTb OT O4HOro eé ABuKeHus. bosancsa noweBenbHyTbCSA U
Jonropykunn. OH He notepsan camoobnagaHusi, HO 3TO nNosiBNieHUe
BapsTuHCKOro noTpsaAcno ero Ao rmMy6uHbl Aywu, UCNyrano ero TakK, Kak
HMKorga ewé He nyranca Ao cux nop. OH cpa3y MNOHSAN, 4YTO ero urpa
npourpaHa, 4YTto CnacTuUCb OT 3TOr0 FPO3HOro MCTUTensa 6yaer HEBO3MOXHO,
NOTOMY 4YTO 3TO He 34paBblil 4YenoBeK, a cyMmacweawun, AUKUA 3Bepb,
BblpBaBLUMICS Ha BOMK. WM, 3aCTbIB OT y)aca, OH CMOTpen, LWMPOKO pacKpbIB
rnasa, Ha HernoABMXHY durypy BapsaTMHCKOro TOYHO O4YapOBaHHbIN, He cMes
OBUHYTbLCS C MeCTa, 0Xuaasi B CMepTesibHOM CTpaxe, Korga ToT 6pocuTcs Ha
Hero. Tak 06e30pyXeHHbIK OXOTHMK CMOTPUT HA paHEeHoro Turpa,
paccBupenesLlero oT 3TOM paHbl M FOTOBOrO CAeNaTb YXaCHbIM NPbIKOK.
BapsaTuHckun ewé yTpoM 3Toro AHA 6bl1 B TakoM e 6ecco3HaTesibHOM
COCTOSIHMMN, KaK U BCE BpeMs ero npebbiBaHUS Ha MesnbHULUe. HecMoTpsa Ha Bce
ycunusa KoHapaTta, ero 601bHOM MO3r 6bi1 NOrpy>XEH B TaKMe Xe MNOTEMKMU;
MUHYTa MPOCBETNEHUS He HacTynasna, Aa v TpyaHo 6blno xaaTb, 4Tob6 OHa
korga-Hmbyab Hactynuna. Koraa [JONropykum m KHsxkHa AHHa npumexanu Ha
MesibHMLUY, OH chnan TsXXEéNbiIM CHOM W BAPYr KakK-TO Cpa3y MPOCHYCA OT
Wwyma, AofieTeBlero A0 Hero n3-3a crteHbl. OH MeaneHHo BCTan C KpoBaTu W,
ewé He coobpaxasi, He oTaaBas cebe OT4YETA, MPOCTO 3aMHTEPECOBAHHbLIN

3TUM BHE3alnHo I'IpOGY,CI,VIBLUVIM €ro wymMmom, Ctan npucnywumBaTtbCd K rojiocCcawm,



3BY4YaBLUMM B CMeXxHoW ropHuue. CHa4yana 3TK rosioca CaMBananCb A1 HeEro B
KaKOM-TO HeSCHbI, HEMOHATHbIN WyM. B ero 601bHOM MO3ry He noay4yanocb
NOSIHOro NpeacTaB/ieHMs O TOM, KOMY MpUHaAsexaT 3TU rosloca, YTo O3HavaeTt
3TOT wyM. OH, kKak pebéHok, 6ecco3HaTeNnbHO ChyLlWwawwWwmMini rapMOHMUYHOE
XypuyaHbe pydyenka, NpUcnywmBancsad K 3TOMY LWYMY, — U BAPYr B34POrHyn,
NnpoBén pykoW NO nuyy, CNOBHO OTFOHAS KaKykt-TO MbIC/1b, BHe3anHo
3apoAMBLUYIOCA B €ro Mo3ry; TyCK/ble rnasa 6aecHynn OroHbKoM Mbicnu. OH
TOYHO BecCb npeobpasmnca m 6bICTPO wWarHyn K Asepu. BHe3anHO sBMAOCH
npoceeTnieHne. OTYaAHHbIN KPUK KHSAXHbI AHHbI Npobyann ApeMaBLliMin MO3T.
OH y3Han eé ronoc...

Tak 6biBaeT Nopoto B npupoae. 3aTsaHET 03epo PSACKON, — U noa eé 3enéHbIM
KOBPOM 3aCHET 3TO 03ep0 MEPTBbIM CHOM. HWMUYTO He HapywuT ero nokos;
HWUYTO He nMnpPOpBET 3TOro TOJICTOrO KOBpA, Melwaruwero Jsyd4am conHua
npobyanTb 3acHyBlee 03epo. Ho Bapyr Hanetut 6yps. Pe3kuin nopbiB BeTpa
NPOpPBET 3apOC/nN, — U CHOBA BCKOJNbIXHETCA 03&pHasl BoAa, W CHOBA B Heu
3a4poXaTt 30/10TbiIMKM BNECTKAMWU Nyun ropsiyero cCosiHua, NMpornsHyBlero m3
pa3opBaBLUMNXCH TYyu.

BapsTuHckoro npobyamn K CO3HaTeNbHOM >XWU3HWU KPUK HAXHbI AHHbl. MO3r
CTPSAIXHYNn C cebs Taxénble okKoBbl 6e3ymms u Hadan pabortaTtb. Mbicnun
BEpeHuLen noHecnucb B ronose, — n Bacunumn MarteseeBndy 6bin cnacéH.

OH TONKHYNCA B ABEPb, — OHA OKa3asacb 3anepTon. A Mexay TeM rosioca 3a
CTEHOM MpOoAO/KANM 3By4aTb, U OH Tenepb SACHO pas3funyan He TONIbKO ronoc
AHHbI, HO w1 ronoc [MAdonropykoro. CHayana eMy 3TO [OKa3asoCb
NPOAO/DKEHNEM TOMO CTPALWHOrO0 CHa, KakKUMM cyuTan OH Aonrme Mecsubl
CBOEro cymacwecrsus. Ho Bapyr cCHoBa Npo3By4asl OTHaSAHHbIV NPU3bIB:

- Baca! Munbii! Cnacn meHs!

OTO Kpu4yana oHa, ero goporas AHIOTa, U OH YyXe He paccyxaan 6onee wu,
B/IEKOMbIA BHE3AMHO BCMbIXHYBLWMUM XenaHneM 06bACHUTb cebe, 4To 3HauuT
3TOT KpUK, CHOBa 6bpocunacsa K ABepu, HaBanwuaca Ha Heé BCEM CBOUM TEJSIOM U
NOYTM NpopBan TOHKUE AOCKM...

MrHoBeHue, — U OH 6bln yXxe y aBepu 60nbLLUON FOpHUUBI, rae npoucxoanna

oTyasiHHasa 6opbba Mexay 6eaHoM aAeBywWw KON n AnekceeM [oNropykum.



3TO 3penuuie Ana Hero 6bLI0 Tak HEOXWAAHHO, TakK Mopasusio ero, 4YTo Ha
MrHOBEHbe CNOBHO Kakas-TO TeHb CHOBa Habexana Ha ero mMo3r. OH cHoBa
6b11 61M30K K CyMaclwecTBUIO, — HO 3TO NPOAO/IKANOCH TO/IbKO MOMEHT.
TOYHO nNy4y BHe3anHOro CBeTa paccess MpakK, OKpYyXaBWWMW ero BCE 3TO
BpeMs. OH Kak-TO cpa3y, 6onee cepaueMm, 4eM yMOM, MOHSA/, 3a4yeM Croaa
nonann AHHa n [ONropykuin, MNOHSAN, 4YTO AEByLWIKa nornana B 3anafgHio wu
nornéna 6bi, ecnm 6bl HE CHACTNMBLIN Cly4Yan.

B 3TO camoe BpeMs ONOMHUAACb W KHSXHA AHHa. AHHa 6bICTpo bpocunach K
BapsTuHckoMy 1 ob6xBaTuia ero pykamu.

- Bacsa! pogHon! Tbl xuB! — BOCK/IMKHYyNa oHa. — Cnacm, cnacu MeHs oT 3TOro
3noges.

- Fony6bka! Kak Tbl nonana crooga? — 6bICTpo cnpocun Bacunum MaTteeesuy.

- 270 OH, lonropykui, 3aBé3 MeH4 croa...

BapAaTuHCKUI OTCcTpaHun eé oT cebs un warHyn K Jonropykomy.

- Tak BOT KakK, KHA3b Anekcen MuxamnoBuy! — KPUKHYST OH, — KaKUMWU Tbl
AenaMmu ctan 3aHuMmaTbCA... He npuwnocb MHe ¢ To60K pacyéTbl MOKOHYUTL B
TOT pa3, Tenepb Tbl HE YNAELWb OT MEHS.

N oH 6pocunca Ha Tpycnuso Apoxkaswero [Jonropykoro M cCxsaTuil ero 3a
ropJo.

Anekcent Mnxannoeuy nonpobosasn 6b1710 CONPOTUBNATLCSA, nonpobosan 6b1s10
BbIpBaTbCH M3 Xefe3HblX TUCKOB, KakuMu coxan ero bapsatnHckun, Ho 6opbba
6bina 6ecnonesHa. MNpowno HECKONbKO MFHOBEHWN, — [ONropyKuin 3axpunen,
6eccmnbHO B3MaxHy/1 pyKamMn u TSXeno, BCEM TEIOM ONyCTUICS BHU3.
BapsaTuHCcKkun pasxan pyku, n Anekcen Mmxannosmud 6e3>XM3HEHHbLIM TPyMnoM
PYXHY Ha non. Ansa Hero 6b110 BCE KOHYEHO.

B 3T0 camoe BpeMs 3BOH KOJIOKO/IbLIEB NOAbEXABLUEN TPOMKU U FTPOMKUN CTYK
B BOpOTa Hapywwun MEPTBEHHYK TUWWMHY. HUKUTKA, ewé He 3HaBwumn o6
y>XacHOW Apame, pasbirpaBlIENCs B FOpHULUE, XOTH U CAblWaBLWMN KPUKKU,
AOHOCMBLUMECH OTTyAa, HO He MpuAaaBaBLUMA MM HWU Maneuwero 3HayeHwus,
Tenepb, 3ac/bila 3TOT CTYK U 3BOH 6yb6eHuo0B, 6bICTPO BCKOYMA CO CBOEro
He3aTenanBOro sioxa.

- baTiowkun! BoT He BoBpeMsA-TO! — BOCK/IMKHY OH. — HMKak, 3TO xo3smnka!



N oH co Bcex Hor 6pocuncs npeaynpeamtb [oONropykoro. Ho KakoBbl Xe
6blnn ero yaumeneHue Kn yxac, korga npu cnabom ceeTe ene MepuaBLlUen
CBEeYKM OH yBuAaan [onropykoro pacnpoCTépTbiM Ha MOY, @ KHSXHY AHHY U
"HecyacTHeHbKoOro", eweé HenaBHO 6biBLIEr0 NOA4 3aMKOM, — B 06bATUAX ApYr
Apyra.

- baTiowkn! — 3aBonun OH, BCMJIECHYB pPyKaMu, — 4YTOo TyT Takoe Bbiwo!
Hukak, cymacwegwmn ybun KHA3eHbKy-TO! Tbhbl 4TO 3TO, pa3bonHuUK,
Hagenan?! — Habpocuncsa oH Ha BapaTuHcKoro.

TOT M3yMNEHHO B3rNAHYN HA HUKUTKY N, KOHEYHO, He y3Han ero.

- Y10 Tebe HyXHO, X0non? — pe3Ko Crnpocun OH Yy Hero. — Nnn v Tbl 6611 B
3aroesope C 3TUM 3no04eeM?

HuknTKa onewunn n oT 3TOro BAacTHOrO TOHAa, U OT B3rns4a, KOTopbiv 6pocun
Ha Hero "HecyaCTHEHbKWN", HO NOTOM cHoBa npuwén B ceba m onaTb
3aKkpuyan:

- [Ja Tbl Yyero 370? YO6UBCTBO coBepwwun Aa ewé ropabibaunts! BoT noroau
YXO...

Ho eMy He yaanocb AOKOHYUTL. FpoMONoAo6HbIN CTYK B BOpOTa MOBTOPUICS,
Aa 1 BapATMHCKMWM Tak rpoO3HO MNOCMOTPENn Ha Hero, 4to OH OrMpoOMeTbl
6bpocunca BO ABOp, 4TO6bI HaWTM  3awmTy OT pa3bylieBasllerocs
"HecyaCTHeHbKOro" y xXo3samMKu n eé cnyTHuKa.

OpoxawmmMn pykamm oTrnep oH 3aMOK M pacrnaxHysn BopoTa.

— 3TO Tbl 4Yero Xe, AypeHb, MOPO3UTLCA-TO HAC 3acTaBfsf€lWb, — BCTpeTUNa
Hukntky Onbra TUXOHOBHA, Bble3as U3 KN6UTKMN.

- MaTtywka xo3sowka!l.. — 3aHbu1 Hukntka. — lope y Hac ciy4yumsnocs!

- Kakoe rope? Yto Takoe? — B 0AMH rosioc cnpocmnun mn Onbra, u CeHsIBUH, C
KOTOPbIM OHa npuexasna Ha MenbHULYy.

- Y6UBCTBO Yy Hac. Hec4YaCTHEHbKUIM KHA3EHbKY 3ape3arn.

OH 1 3a6bin, yTo Onbra TUXOHOBHa HW Manenwero NMOHATUSA He MMena HU O
60NbHOM, TakK [ONAr0 >XWBLIEM HA MeNbHUUE, HU O KHA3e [JONropykom,
npuexasLweM ctoga, 4Tobbl HAUTU 34eCb CBOK CMepTb. EAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHa
NMOHsiNIA M3 €ero cfioB, 4YTO0 HuMKUTKA NbSH M €My C MbSHbIX rNa3 4TO-TO

noMepeLnnocs.



- [1a Tbl Yero X 3TO, CKOTUHA, — HakuMHynacb Onbra Ha napHs, — Hanuiacsa-To
no 6ecuyscTBus!

- Y10 BbI, X03s0WKa! - Bo3pa3un HukuTKa. — Y MeHd BO pPTY U MaKoOBOM
POCUMHKWN He 6blno!

- Tak yero X Tbl, AYPEHb, TaKyl Hecypasuuy Menews?

- Huyero a He mento!

N Hukutka yxe xoten 6b10 NyCTUTbCS B OOBbSACHEHUS TaWMHCTBEHHOrO
NPOMCLLECTBUS, HO MOTOM TOJIbKO OTYASAHHO MaxHy/Nl PYKOM U BMECTO BCAKUX
06BbACHEHUN cKa3an:

- [a noxanymnte camun! Bcé camu, Kak ecTb, 1 yBunante. 1 HecyacTHEHbKOrO,
M KHA3EeHbKY. [11acT nnacTtoMm NIeXUT U He AbIXHET.

Onbra TuxoHoBHa yaAuMBNEHHO nornsaena Ha CeHsaBunHa. CeHSABMH OTBETWU el
TaKUM Xe U3YMNIEHHbIM B3rNs40M U CKasan B CBOK oyepeab:

- Kak BMAHO, Manbli-TO He COBCEM TMbsiH. W BMApsiMb, KaXWCb, 4YTO-TO
HenagHoe cayymnocb. Hago nontm nocmoTpeTb. — M oH TBEpAbIM LIArom
HanpaBuACa 4epe3 ABOP K ABEpU, BeAlen Ha MesibHuuy. 3a HUM CreoM
nownn n Onbra TWUXOHOBHA, M HWKMTKa, M paxe paboTHUK, MpaBUBLUUNIA
TPOWKOWN.

HuknTKa, 0XuaasBWKMNW, 4YTO XO3GMKWH oduuep ToTyac Xe BenuT CBA3aTb
"HecyacTHeHbKkoro", 6bi1 cTpawHo w3yMnéH, koraa CeHaABWMH, BoMAsS B
ropHuuy v yeuaes bapaTUMHCKOro, cHayana oTwaTHyIca U3yMIEHHO, @ NOTOM
C PaAOCTHbIM KPpUKOM 6pOCUNICS K CBOEMY APYrY U CXas ero B 06baTusX.

- Bacsa! munbin! Tak Tbl XunB?!

- Kak Buauvlb, XuB.

- [la rae x Tbl Nnpornagasn CToNIbKO BpeMeHn? OTKyAa Tbl 34eCb B34sCA?

- [paBo, He 3Hal, — rPyCTHO OTBETMN BapATUHCKUI. — MHe KaXeTcs, 4YTo A
cnan o4yeHb A0SIroe BpeMs U TOJIbKO ceryac NpOCHYCS.

- baTowkn! - BOCKJ/IUKHYN onate  CeHsABWH, pasrnagaes KHSKHY
PyaHWUKYIO, — N Bbl 34€Cb, KHsXHa?! 3HauuT, Bbl Cioga BMecTe C Bacen
npuexann?

Monopas Aesywka, KOoTopasi BCE ewé He Morna onpasuTbCA OT ucnyra u

N3yMneHnd, Kotopad A0 I'}'IY6VIHbI Ay 6bina noTpdCe€Ha TOJIbKO 4TO



pa3birpaBLUENCS CLUEHON, TONbKO cenyvac, ¢ nossneHmeMm CeHsiBUHA, Ka3asnocCb,
HEMHOro npuwna B cebs, TOYHO OYHY/IACb OT Y)KacHOro KowMapa.

MNocnepgHue cnosa CeHsiBMHA JoseTenn Ao eé cnyxa n npobyamnm TpeBOXHbIN
BOMPOC: YTO Xe B AENCTBUTENIbHOCTU BCE 3TO 3HAUUT?

OHa TUX0 nokayana rosioBoM n MmeaneHHo Nporosopuna:

- HeT, 9 He c Bacel npuexana ctioga. MeHs coga 3aBés [JoNropykun.

- [Jonropykunin! — BoCKIMKHYN CeHSABUH.

- [a. OH MeHsa yBepwun, 4To Bacs HaxoauTcs 34ecb, U XoTen obecyecTuTb
MeHS, BOCMOJ/Ib30BaBLWNCbL MOer A0BepYnBOCTbiO. HOo Kak Bacsa nonan cioaa, -
A He 3Hato!

CeHABUH pa3Bén pykamMm U yaMBNEHHO OrNAHYNCA KPYyTOM. Bopyr B3rniag ero
ynan Ha Tpyn Jonropykoro. OH 6bICTPO NOAOWEN K HEMY M HArHyJscs.

- [lonropykunin! — BOCK/IMKHYN OH. — Tbl Youn ero, Bacsa?!

- [Oa, a ero yéun.

- Ho oTKyAa xe Tbl B3a1CA? — HeaoyMeBas, cnpocmn onsatb CeHABUH.
BapsaTUHCKMIA 3a4yMancsa Ha MUHYTY, MOTOM MPOBEN PYKOW MO AMLy U TUXO
npowenTan:

- He 3Halo, HM4Yero He 3Hat... MHe BCE ellé KaXeTcs, UTo 9 Crulo. S C/I0BHO
CKBO3b COH MPWUMNOMUHAKD, YTO MeHS 3aBén Kyaa-TO KakKoM-TO CTapuk. MeHs
yaapunam, n 9 Kak 6yato cpasy norpy3uncs B 6ecnpocBeTHyt Mry. [1oTom
MHE MOMHUTCS KaKMMU-TO CMYTHbIMW 06pbiBKAMW MesibHULA, KakKoOM-TO ABOp,
MEeLWKN C MyKOW... Bcé 310 kKak 6yato 661510 BO cHe. OKOHYaTENIbHO MPOCHYCH
S, YCnbilwae KpUK AHIOTbLI. S 6pocmnca Ha 3TOT KPUK W 3acTan eé 3aecb C
DonropykmMm. U a ybun ero.. Ho kKak s nonan cioga, Kak COH nepewén B
OENCTBUTENbHOCTb, — 9 POBHO HMYEro He 3HaK W MOHATb COBEPLUEHHO He
Mory.

- MocTton! — Bapyr cnoxsatunca CeHssBUH U, nNo3BaB HWKUTKY, Cnpocun ero:
— Tbl KOro Ha3sbiBan "Hec4yaCTHEHbKUM"?

- [a BOT uX, — npobopMoTan CoBepLlIEeHHO pacTepsBLUMACA NapeHb, NoKa3as
Ha BapaTuHckoro.

— [la oTKyAda X Tbl ero 3Haewb? [loyeMy Thbl €ro Tak Hassan?

— MoMunyiiTe, Kak e He 3HaTb! Yai, OHM 34ecb y Hac Ha MesbHMULUe 6onblue



noaroAa Xuu.

N Ha Bonpocbl CeHsfiIBMHA OH pacckasan, KakuMm o6pa3oM Haweén
BapstuHckoro KoHapaT, Kak OH ero neyun, Kak bapsatuHckuin nocne
BbI3JOPOBJIEHNS OKasajca cyMmacwegwmMm, OAHMM C/I0BOM - BCE-BCE, [0
CobbITUN cerogHsILLHEeNn Houn, Ao npuesga [onropykoro ¢ KHSXXHOM AHHOMN.

OH eLwé xoTen 4YTo-To CKasaTb, HO bapaATUHCKMI Nnepebun ero, BOCK/INKHYB:

- Tak, 3HauuT, 3TOT AOArMNA COH 6bin HE 4YeM WMHbIM, Kak 6esymmem. U ecnu
6bl He Tbl, AHIOTA, ecnm bbl He TBOWM KpUK, — A 6bl M A0 Cux nop 6bin
cyMacweawum. Tbl BepHyna MeHs K Xu3Hu. Focnoaun! bnarogapto Tebsa, uTto
Tbl BEpHY/n MHE pacCynoK, BEpHYy/sl MHE MOK AOPOryk, MOK HeHarnsaHyro
AHIOTY!

N, 06HAB MONOAYIO KHSXKHY, r1a3a KOTOPOW 6blav MOAHbI paaoCTHbIX CNE3, OH

npuxancs K eé rybam gonrnum nouenyem.

"nasa XI. MEPEMNOJI0OX

CKkpbITb cMepTb Anekces Muxannosmya 6bil10 HEBO3MOXHO, Aa bapATUHCKUIA
N He xoTen eé cKkpbiBaTb. Y6MNUCTBO [ONrOPYKOro OH He cyutan rpexom. OH
ybun ero He TONbKO KakK CBOEro ConepHuKa, a Kak 3no04es, NpUYnHUBLLErO
CBOEN NOASION MCTUTENbHOCTbIO MACCy MYYEHUN U eMy U KHSXKHE PyaHULKOW;
270 ybuicteo 6bINO0 MecCTbio, Takokw xe 6becnowaaHon, kak 6ecnowwagHo
mMctun Jonropykuin BapaTuHckomy. BecTb 0 ToM, 4yTO Anekcen Muxannosuy
ybut, 6bICTpO pasHecnacb no MocksBe, — HO [ONArOpyKMX B YaCTHOCTWU, a
Anekcesi B 0CO6eHHOCTM Tak He nbunn, 4To 3Ta BECTb HEe NMpoM3Besia HMU Ha
KOro noTpscawwero Aencreusa. Hanpotus, MHorme gaxke obpagoBanmncb Kak
6yaATO HecyacTblo B ceMbe [JONropyKuX, U €CNn He CMenu BbiCKa3blBaTb 3Ty
pajoCTb $SIBHO, TO B Aywe TOopXecTBoBanu, 4To bBor HakoHeu nokapan
BPEMEHLLMKOB 3a UX FOPAbIHIO U 3aHOCYNBOCTb.

N 6epna, ceBanuBwasaca Ha Muxauna Bnaaunmmposuuda [ONropykoro, Korga K
HeMy npuBe3nn 6e3abixaHHOe Teno ero CblHa, npuwna He oaHa. B ropoae
OABHO YyXe XOAMNU TPEBOXHble TOMKW O MNpOSBASAKOWENCS MO BpeMeHaM
HEMWIOCTU OHOro uaps K JonropykuM. 3TU TONKU POCNUN C KaXablM AHEM, a

TYT eweé nopgocnena cepbésHas 6onesHb, ceBanmeLlas nmMnepaTtopa B MNOCTEsb,



M CTanu noroBapmeaTb, 4YTO 60Ne3Hb HACTONbKO OMNacHa, 4YTo BpsS4 M
nMnepaTop BCTAHeT.

HaBepHOe HWUKTO He 3Has, 4YTo 3TO 3a 60Nne3Hb, NOTOMY YTO M3-3@ TOJICTbIX
CTeH JlecopTOBCKOro ABOpLa, rAe B Xapy MeTasncs IoHbIM uapb, npasay 06
ero Heayre He p[onyckanu A0 YWeW BCTpeBOXeHHOW MockBbl. Kpome
Jonropykux nga  MeamkoB, 6e30TNYy4HO  MpPOBOAMBLUMX  BMecTe C
BAyMeHTPOCTOM NOYTK uesble AHM Yy NOCTeNn LapCTBEHHOro 60/bHOr0, HUKTO
WU He AoraAabiBascs, YTO 3TOT CTpaLIHbIM Heayr — He YTO MHOe, Kak ocna.

N B TO camoe BpeMs, KOrga MOCKBMYUM, ewé He Bedas OnacHOCTU, CTpOUIU
NpeanonoXeHns O TOM, yaepxXXaTcs unm HeT [Jonropykue, Korga mmnepartop
BCTaHeT, B JledopToBCKOM pABopue Bce O6buIM B yXaCHOM TpeBsore.
BAyMeHTpoCT, A0ONr0 U YNOPHO OTMan4YMBaBLUMACA HA TPEBOXHble BOMPOCHI
Anekcesa [puropbeBnya, HaKOHeL OTBETWU/, W OTBETU/1 TaKOW Y>XXaCHOWM
dpa3oin, oT KoTopon y Anekces [JoONropykoro KpoBb 3acTblfia B Xunax, a MeaH
pa3pblaancs CambiM HeyTelwHbIM 06pa3oM. D70 6bI10 BEYEpOM CEMHAALATOro
SIHBaps, KakK pa3 Ha ApPYron AeHb nocsie Toro, Kak Ha TUXOHOBCKOM BeTpsKe
pasbirpanacb noTpscalwas Apama, 3aKOHYWUICS KPOBaBbl PacCHET Mexay
BapaTnHckum 1 Jonropykum.

YTpoM eweé toHoMy uapto 6bin10 ropasgo nydwe. OcrneHHble A3BWHbI CTanu
6bI10 NOACkbIXaTb, XXap YMeHbLW/Cs, npowno 6ecnamMaTcTBO, B KOTOpOe ro
BpeMeHaMm Bnagan 6onbHOW. Jlnua M MeanKoB M [JONrOpyKMX MNPOCUSIIN;
TONbko BnyMmMeHTpPOCT He cusaAn, He pagosasics, a C/0BHO Kas3asics 4YeM-To
03ab604YeHHbIM UM  yAPYYEHHbIM, CNOBHO Kas3ancCa HeAOBOJIbHbIM  TakKuUM
3aMEeTHbIM YNy4lleHNEM B MOJSIOXEHUN LApPCTBEHHOro 601bHOro. Ero yHbinbin
BMA nNpeacTaBnsi/i TakKOW pasuTesibHbI KOHTPACT C pajoCTHbIMKU NuuamMu
OKpYy>XawLwmx, 4to Anekcen [JONropyKuin He BblAEPXKaN U 3aMeTu emy:

— Y710 3TO Thbl, MIBaH NoTANG60BUY, TaKUM (DUIMHOM CMOTPULLL?

BAayMeHTpOCT noxan naedyamm n npoMblyan:

- HerT... 4 Huyero...

- TO-TO, YTO He Hu4yero, a Kak 6yaTo Tbl Yero-To 6oMWbBCA? — AOMNbITbIBANCS
Anekcel 'puropbeBuny. — Anb Lapto-6aTioKe XyXXe MOXeT CTaTb?

ByMeHTPOCT onATb noXan naedamu.



— KTO0 3HaeT... HUKTO He 3HaeT, — YK/JOH4YMBO OTBETUN OH. — Bcé, kak bor
XoyerT... Bcé oH...

N 6onblie HUYero, KpoMe 3TOW HeonpeaenéHHOM, HUYEro He Bbipa)katollen
dpa3bl, He gobuncsa ot Hero Jonropykun. Ho 6eCnoKOMHbIN, pacCTPOEHHbIN
BuA4 bnymeHTpocta BCkope o06bscHuncsa. K 3akaTy cofnHua Hadanacbh
nuxopajka, YCUInBaBLIAsCA YyTb He C KaXXAO0W MUHYTOW; Luapb ONsTb BMNasna B
6ecnamMaTcTBO, @ 4YacaM K BOCbMW Beyepa BCe OMATb MPUYHbIIN. POBHO B
0eBSATb 4YacoB BAyMeHTpOCT Bblwen U3 LapCKoM chasbHM B CMEXHYK 3any,
roe C HeTeprneHuem goxumaanucb ero Anekcen n MeaH lonropykume.

Jlnyo ero 6bI10 coBeplweHHO 6eccTpacTHo, Ha HEM He 6blNo M cnepja ToM
03ab04eHHOCTN, KOTOpas CKBO3W/la paHblue, N TOSIbKO Ha pecHUUax 3aMeTHbl
6bIN CNE3UNHKMN.

- Hy ut0? — 6pocuncs K HeMy Anekcen Npuropbesn.

BnyMeHTpOCT Nnokayan rosioBo U pa3Bén pyKu.

O4nH 3TOT XecCT yXXe He npeasewan Huyero gobporo.

Y MiBaHa AnekceeBu4ya 3ax0/I0HY0 cepaue. Ho Anekcen JONropykum mnm He
MOHSAN, WKW HEe XOTeN MOHATb, YTO BCE YyXe KOHYEHO, YTO HAAEesTbCs yXe He
Ha 4yTo0. N ewé HacTon4MBee OH NOBTOPWJT BOMNPOC:

- Hy uto? [la roBopwu Tbl, Bora paau!..

- [1nox, — 04HOCNOXHO O0TO3Basica bnyMeHTpOCT.

— Xy>Xe ero Benmyecrsy?

- CoBceM nnox, — NoBTopun HeMmel, — bor He xoueT... Ero cesataqa song...

- HeyxTo?!

Anekcen puropbeBmMY HakoHel ypasyMmesi CTPalHY UCTUHY M He MOr Aaxe
AOKOHYUTb CBOEro Bonpoca.

BnyMeHTpOCT onsaATb pa3Bén pyKamu.

- CerogHsa yMupaeT, — nedvasnbHO cKa3as OH. — Houb He JOXMBET.

Taxénbin B340X BblpBanca u3 nobeneswunx ryd Anekces Hdonropykoro. OH,
WaTasACb KakK MbsHbIA, OTOWEN OT BbnyMeHTpocTa K 6nmxanwemy Kpecny,
TSXENOo onyCTUACSA Ha MArkoe cuaeHbe n rnyboko 3agymarsncs.

DTOoro OH He npeasuaen, Korga C TakoOWM HACTOMYMBOCTbIO MNpuBOAMI B

WUCMOSIHEHNE CBOM 4YecTontobuBbie 3aMbIC/bl. DTOT yaap 6bl1 Tak HeoXuaaH,



YTO ero TAXeCTb COBCEM OLlesioMuna ero.

Cyabba XecToko nocmesnacb Hag HUM. Bcé Tak 6blJ10 XOpOWO paccymTaHo,
BCE 6bINO NpeaycMOTpPeHO, — W BAPYr MNpocTas CcayyarmHoCTb nokosnebana
no4ysy, No4 ero Horamm pasBep3/iacb NpornacTb, B KOTOPYK OH HE MOXET He
ynacTb.

Anekceto 'puropbeBmyy COBEpPLLUEHHO CNy4YanHO BCMOMHWUIACh O4Ha CLeHa, Ha
KOTOpPYtO OH He 06paTu/l HMKAKOro BHUMaHMUSA, HO KOTOpasi Kak-TO HEBOJIbHO
3ane4yaTtnenacb B MamMsaTW, CAOBHO HApPO4YHO AN TOoro, 4Ytobbl BOCKpPECHYTb
Tenepb, B 3Ty MUHYTY. 2T0 6bI710 HA MAaC/IEHUYHOM rynsHbe nog Kpemnésckom
cTeHon, y TanHuukon 6awHu. Ero BHMMaHWe npuBnekna Tonna, oCobeHHOo
CryCTMBLUAACA Ha OAHOM MecTe. 34eCb KakKOW-TO napeHb B36upanca no
CMa3aHHOMY casnoM cTonby A0 BepluHbl, Ha KOTOPOM KpacoBanacb napa
BasieHOK. Tonna rukana, Kpwu4yana, HacMewHu4yana, HO napeHb YNOpHO,
npeofosieBas BCe 3aTpyAHEHMS, KaK KOWKa, MeasleHHO BCcnonsasn Keepxy. BoT
Y>X OH NOYTU HaBepXy, BOT OH NPOTAHY/ PYKYy 3a BasnieHKaMu, AOCTan Ux, HO B
3TO BpeMs KakKoM-TO CTpMX NpPOHECCA HaAa ero ronoBon Tak 65mM3Ko, 4TO
napeHb B3A4APOrHys, MHCTUHKTUBHO B3MaxHy/n pyKoW — u 3TuM norybun BCE.
Kak Ha canaskax ckaTtuaca OH Mo cTtonby BHM3, nNpsMO B 3Ty TOAMy,
BCTPETUBLUYIO €ro ryJKuMM B3pbIBOM XOXOTa, LUEeAbIM rpagoM CaMbiIX
OCKOpbUTENbHbIX HacMeLlek.

Torna Anekcei [puropbeBumy TOXe YAbIBHYNCA, nNoOXan nnedamm wu
npowenTan:

- BoT Aypak-To!..

A Mexay TeM napeHb 6bl1 HenoBuHeH. Bcé peno wcnopTtuaa npocras
CNy4YanHOCTb, TakKas Xe, Kak Tenepb BCTpeTuaacb Ha ero nytn. N lonropykumn
HEeBOJIbHO CpaBHUN cebs C 3TUM NapHeM.

Beaob 1 OH Tak Xe ynopHO kapabkancsa no CKOMIb3KOMY LUeCTy NpUABOPHOro
daBopa, n oH 6bl1 NOYTU Ha ero BeplwmnHe, — N BAPYT FPOXHYICA BHU3...

A CKONbKO Hagexza Bo3fnaran OH Ha rpsaywme AHW, C Kakon yectontobuson
pafoCTbl0 MeyTan OH O TOM BpeMeHW, Korga ero Ao4Yb CTaHeT uMmnepaTpuuen,
a oH byaeTt uapckuM TecteM. CKONbKO pa3 OH AyMman:

"Hnyero HeT HEBO3MOXHOIO — HaA0 TONbKO YMHEHbLKO A€Nna obaenbiBaTb. MHe



BCé [laHunbl4a B HOC Thbi4yT. BaxHasi-ge nepcoHa 6bia, a 3axoTen uapckum
TecteM 6bITb — WM noneten BBepx TopMawkamu. Bcé 31o rnynoctn! MHe
JaHunnbld He yka3. [aHunbly noseten — a 9 He noJsiedyy, NoToMy OH AypaKoM
cebsa BéN, a 9 TOHKO Aa YMHEHbKO BCH 3Ty WTYKY nocrtpomn..."

HO Kak HM TOHKO, KaK HW YMHEeHbKO 6bls10 BCE MOCTPOEHO, — B pe3ynbTaTte
nony4msaocb ogHo u 1o xe. Cyabba cwyTuna 37yl WYTKY, XEeCTOKO Haka3as
€ro 3a ero ropaocCTb, BblICOKOMepue n yectonobue.

N oH ne4yanbHO MOHWK CeaOWN roOSIOBOM, M ABE KPYMHble Cé3bl CKAaTUAUCE MO
€ro Kak-TO Cpa3y OCYHYBLUMMCS LLEeKaM...

B 310 Bpema kK HeMy nogowén NeaH.

- YTo Xe HaM Tenepb AgenaTtb, 6aTwwka? — CNpocus OH TNyXuM,
B34parnmBaBLlLUMM M NpPepbIBAaBLUMMCS OT CAEPXMBAEMbIX PblAaHUN FOSIOCOM.
Anekcen [puropbeBny B3rASHY/T Ha CblHA TYCKAbIMW [fl@a3aMn U YHbIJIO
nokayan rosoBoMu.

- He 3Halo... NpaBo, He 3Hal, — NpoLenTan oH.

- HyxHo 6yaeTt 3a Katen cbe3gnTb.

- 3auem?

- [lycTb npocTuUTcA...

Fopbkas ynbibka npobexana no rybam crapuka. OH MaxHyn pyKoWu.

- He Hapo... la oHa 1 He noeaer.

Ha MMHYTY BOLapunoCb Mon4yaHue. Anekcen FpuropbeBud, TSXENO B3Aabixas,
AyMan CBOK Kpenkyw aAyMy, a MBaH nonHbIMKM CNé3 rnasamm rnsgen Ha
3anepTylo ABEPb LAPCKOM CrnanbHW, rae MeaneHHo yracana Xu3Hb ToBapwuLla
€ero AeTCKUX Urp, ero rHoWwecknx 3abas, KOTOpPOro oH Nobun BCeM cepauem,
nobun He nNOTOMy, 4YTO 3TOT TOBapuw, Obl1 MMNEepaTopoM, He u3-3a
yecTontobumBbIX pacyETOB, a NOTOMY 4YTO ero cepaue 6bL10 NepenosiHEHO K
HEeMY WCTUHHOK 6ecKkopbICTHO NboBblo. M yem 6onblie rnsgen oH, TeMm
TAXesiee CTaHOBU/IOCb Y HEro Ha Aywe, TeM ropsdee Kasanumcb Cnésbl, ogHa
3a apyron cberaswmne C pecHuu, — Cné3sbl UCTUHHOIO ropss U HenoaAes bHOMN
neyanu...

MBaHa He nNoOTOMYy yxacana 6e3BpeMeHHasi CMepTb KHOrMo uaps, 4TO OHa

pa3pyllana yecTtontobuBble 3aMbIC/bl ero ceMbu. HeT, aTa 3aMbiciibl 6binn Y



HEero Ha BTOPOM nnaHe. EMy npocTto TaAxeno 6bino co3HaBaTb, YTO HOHOWa-
nMnepaTop, ewé He yCneBLWNN AaXe HACNaaUTbCs XU3HbO, Yepe3 HEeCKO/1bKO
4acoB CTaHeT XO0N04HbIM TpPYMNOM, KOTOpPbIM CKPOET HAaBEKW MOrufbHas
HacbIMb.

Ero rope 6bi10 HACTONbLKO BEMKO, UYTO OH NoXepTBoBas Obl pelunTenbHO
BCEM, U CBOMM 60raTtCTBOM, U CBOUM BbICOKUM MONOXEHUEM, eCcn Bbl TONbKO
MO>HO CNacTu ero Xu3Hb.

Ho cnactn 6bi10 Henb3sd. OH HM4YEeM He MOr MOMO4Yb €My, OH MOI TOJIbKO
nnakaTb.

B coceaHen 3ane pa3ganucb YbU-TO TOPOMJIMBLIE WAru, rynko oTAaBaBLIMecs
B MepPTBEHHOM TULWUMHE, CTOSIBLUEN KPYroM. ViBaH B3ApPOrHys u nepesBén CBOU
B3rNs4 Ha ABEPb TOW 3asbl, OTKyAa CNblWaancCb 3T LWarw.

Tyna e B3rnsHyn un Anekcen puropbeBuy, U Korga Ha nopore nokasasnacb
xunas, apsbnas ¢wurypa ero asotopogHoro 6pata Mmuxauwna Bnagnmumposuua,
OH HeJO0BOJIbHO MoXas njaeyamm n cCHoBa ONyCTWU/1 FOJIOBY.

A TOT, B3BO/IHOBAHHbIN W BO36YXAEHHbIW, NPAMO noabexan K HeMy.

- Anéuwa. { K Tebe no BaXHOMY aeny! — BOCK/IMKHY OH.

- Tnwe! - rpy6o obopean ero Anekcen Npuropbesuy, — locyaapb yMmnpaer...
3710 coobuweHne ana Muxawna Bnagnmumposuya 6bl10 Tak HEOXKWMAAHHO, YTO
OH Jaxe OoTWaTHyACsS W pacwupun  OT  YAWBAEHUS CBOW  MaJsieHbKue,
cne3mBLUMECS a3KMu.

- [a Hy! - npowenTan oH.

- Botr Tebe wn Hy! - pasgpax&HHO oTo3Bancs Anekcen. - Cneta Hawa
neceHka.

Muxann BnagnMmposm4 COBCEM pacTepsncs.

- Kak xe 370 Tak, — onaTb npowenTasn OH. — A 9-TO xOTer...

Anekcen 6bICTPO NOAHAN FONIOBY M HAaCMeLWMBO, B yNop B3rfSHyN Ha 6paTa.
- Yero Tbl XxoTen? — ObICTPO MPOU3HEC OH. — HOBbIX MWUIOCTEN? — U
npubasun, Kayas ronoBow: — HblHe NO34HO.

- [a He TO, He TO, — MOYTM MpocToHan ero cobecegHuK. — Y MeHs rope,
6onbwoe rope...

- Y10 ewé Takoe? — yHbINO crnpocun ¢aBopuUT Uapsi, KOTOPOMY Tenepb



BCSIKOe rope 6b110 y>Xe HUNOYEM Mnocsie 3Toro CTpawHoro yaapa.

- Cnyynnacb  HecnblXaHHas  Bewb.. -  [JIyX0  OTBETUN Munxawnn
Bnaanmuposud, — Anéwy yéun bapatuHCKUN...

Anekcen gaxe npmBCcKOYM C MecTa.

— 2TO NokKonHUK-To! [la Tbl C ymMa cowwén!

- Kakor MNOKOWHWK! — OTYassHHO MaxHyn pykow Mwuxawmn BnaanMuposuu. —
OH xunBéxoHek... [1o nopbl CKpblBanCs.

Fopbkas ynblbka nckasuna rpumacom nuuyo Anekces.

- A Tenepb 1 o0bbsaBuiCca. Bbkgan, noka rpoM Hag JONropykuMu rpsiHeT, U
caM HarpsHyn. BugHo, TakoBa Bons boxbs, — pa3gyMuymBO 3aKOHYMIT OH.

- YT0 Xe MHe genaTtb? — NpoOCToHan Munxawun.

— He 3Halo... HN4Yero He 3Hal...

— ApecToBaTb-TO €ro MOXHO0?.. Aa cy4d HapaauTb?

- Konn ybuincTeo coseplima — BECTUMO MOXHO... — KaK-TO HEXO0Ts OTBeTun
Anekcen 'puropbeBnY, 3aHATbIN COBCTBEHHbLIMK 6e30TpaaHbIMU rPE3aMu...
Baopyr oH B3gporHyn. [Ivkas, HO CMenas MbIC/lb MeJibKHY/a, KakK MOJIHUSA, B
ero ronoBe. OH 6bICTPO BCTan C Kpecna WM pe3BO CxXBaTun 3a pyky
OWeNoMNEHHOro, HW4Yyero He nNoHMMaBwero 6pata W noTawmn ero B

I'IpOTVIBOI'IO)'IO)KHbIVI KOHeLl KOMHaThI...

nasa XII. MPEAEP3OCTHbIN 3AMbICEJT
OTBeass 6pata C CaMblM TAaMHCTBEHHbIM BMAOM B OAMH M3 AaNbHUX YI/10B
3anbl, Anekcen MpuUropbeBUY TAXKENO OMYCTUICA Ha CTOABLUWKA TyT AWBaH W,
rnokasaB pyKouh Ha bnuxanwee Kpecno, ckasan:
- Caaucb. Ham noroBopuTb Hago.
Muxamn BnaaMMuMpoBMY MOSYA YCesiCs, COBEPLIEHHO He rmoHMMasl, 4To
TBOPUTCA C LAPCKMM (HaBOpPUTOM, O YEM OH XO4eT roBOpUTb C HMM B Takue
MWHYTbI, KOraa HM eMy, HU Anekceto puropbeBnyy COBCEM He A0 pa3roBOpOB,
HegoyMmeBass 0cob6eHHO NOTOMY, 4YTO A0 CuMX NOp ANeKcenm Kak-TO Bceraa
npeHebperan ero coBeTaMm U HUKOraa He no3sonsan cebe BCTynaTtb C HUM HU
B KakKuMe MHTUMHbIE pa3roBopbl.

Anekceii puropbeBuy [ONropyKuiA CKOJSIb3HYN MbITIMBBLIM MOAO3PUTENbHbBIM



B3rns4oM no nuuy 6parta, cuaeswlero B HEMOABMXXHOM Mo3e C 3acCTbIBLUMM B
rnasax HeaoOyMeHMEeM, W 3aTeM 3aroBopwa TakMM HWU3KUM LWEMNOTOM, YTO
Muxann gonxeH 6bia, 4To6 paccnbiwaTb, BJIOTHYHO NPUABUHYTLCS K HEMY.

- Cnywan, Muxanno, — Hadan OH, — NOKNSHUCb MHE, YTO He BblAallb MeHS...
HEe M3MEHULWb MHE...

Muxann BnaaMMmpoBuy B3APOrHY/N OT HEOXMAAHHOCTU 3TUX 3arafo4HbiX
CNIOB N UCMNYraHHO 3aMopras CBOMMWU CNEe3AWMMUCS TNas3KaMu...

- YT0 Tbl, Anéwa, Nocnoap ¢ Tobow! — 3abopmoTan OH.

- HeT, Tbl NOKNSHWUCb, — HacTamBan Anekcen [puropbesny, — BaxHoe,
notarnHoe aeno 9 Tebe noseaaTb Xouy...

- [la KN9HYCb, YeM XO4yellb, NOKAAHYCb. HeyXTo A cynpoTuB Tebsa nonay, -
npowenTtan B3BOJIHOBaHHO Muxaun Bnaanmmuposuy, — 4am, Mbl 32 TO6OM Kak
3@ CTEHOM KaMEeHHOW.

Anekcen Jonropykun B340XHY.

- [lnoxa Bawa KaMeHHaa CTeHa cTana, — rPycTHO CKa3an OH. — YMpéT
baTiowka rocygapb, — U BCEM HaM, MOXET, KOCTbMM Neub NpUAETCA; Ha nnaxy
CBOIO FONIOBY CHeCTW... Bparos-To y Hac, noymTtan, BCs Pycb-mMaTywka. A eCcTb
ewé 3auenka, MOXHO elé yaepxaTbCs, — Aa He 3Hal, Kak K ToMy pgeny
NPUCTYNUTLCS...

OH 3amMonyan u 30pKO B3rNAsiHy/1 Ha nobnegHeBlee OT ero CTpalHbIX C/10B U
6e30TpaaHOro ToHa nnuyo 6para.

- A 4yT0? - BCTpeneHysca Mnxaunn BnaammMmpoBud, — 4To Takoe?

- Onacnusoe geno.

- [a uto?! Tbl CKaxwu...

- W 10, ckaxy. Cnywan. Bce Mbl cMepTHbI, Bce nog borom xoamm. KoHeuHo,
KO/ CMepTb Npuwaia, He Monpocullb — OTNYCTU-Ae Ha 4ac. Tak m TyT. Bcsa
WTYKa B TOM, YTO paHo cug 6onectb y rocygaps npuknioydunace... Beab yepes
Heaento BeH4YaHbe 6bI10 NnopeweHo. Hy a noBeH4yancs oH ¢ KaTten, B Te nopbl
apyron 6bl pasrosop noweén. Tak s roeopto?

- Tak, Tak, — nocrewun noaTresepanTb Muxawn, He NoHMMas ewé, oaHaKo, K
yeMmy cTapwmit 6paT KJIOHUT CBOKO 3aMbIC/IOBATYO peuyb.

A Anekcei Mexay TeM nponosixas, Bcé 6onee n 6onee nNoHmMxas rosoc:



- Crtano, BCé feno BO BpeMeHU. A KONM TaK paccyXaaTb, BceM BaM — n Tebe,
n Bacunblo, 1 BepxoBHMKaM, n rocnogam CeHaTy BeAOMO, YTO TakoBa b6bina
BONs rocypaps-6atiowku... Yto kabbl He 6onecTtb 3Ta nnxas, noseH4dancs 6bi
OH C KaTel HeyKoCHUTesnbHO. OoTOMYy cunbHO €€ nwbwun u TakoBO Yy Hero
xenaHue 6b1s10. BepHo anb HeT?

- BepHo, BepHoO.

- Hy Tak, no MHe, KaXucb, HaMm NpPOTMB LAPCKOM BOSMN WATU He cnen, a
HaAOTb €ro BOJII0 B TOYHOCTU UCMOJSIHUTb...

Muxann BnagvMMnpoBuMy HaKOHeL MOHSJ, U pafoCTHas ycMelwka npobexana
Nno ero cyxmm 6eckpoBHbIM rybam.

— A, BOT 2TO Xopowo! — WEéNOoTOM BOCKJ/IMKHYJT OH. — 2TO NagHO npuayMaHo!
Jlnyo Anekcesa NpuropbeBuya cpasy 0XXUBUIOCh.

— Tak, 3HauuT, TaKk MOXHO caenaTb?

- He ToNbKO MOXHO, NMpsiMO — criegyer.

- BoT n g9 Tak gymato, — npomonsun Anekcen puropbeBud. — MoTOMY BCE
eanHo 6bl 6bino, ecnn 6bl rocygapb 6bin XmB. [la U HaMm cnacaTbca cnepg, —
npubaBun OH eLlé TUwe, — 4YTO TaM HU TONIKYN, @ HAC CbeasiT, KON Mbl CamMu
3y6bbl He nokaxkeMm. Tenepb BCe BCTaHYT: U [ONMUbIHbI, N AFY>XXWUHCKUA, WY
OcTtepMaH... Hapo nx Bcex cokpaTuTb, a 6e3 3Toro u gymaTb Heua...

- BepHO, BepHO, 04HO cnaceHbe, — nogaakHyn Muxawn Bnagmmmposuy.

— TONbKO BOT YTO, — pa3ayMuMBO NPOU3HEC CTapwun [JONropykun, — a Bapyr
BEHYaTb HE CTAHYT?

- Fnynoctn! — XuxmMkHyn Mmnagwun. — Kak Tak He cTaHyT... S cenvac nona
npuTawy ot Hukonbl. Tbl €My NpUKaXK1, HEWTO OH NMOCMEEeT OC/yLWaTbCA...

- W TO BepHO, — cornacuncs Anekcen puropbeBudy. — Tak Tbl He MeLlKawn,
Muxanno, - npubasmn OH, NOAHMMAsACbL C AMBAHA, — MELWKaTb HOHE Heyero...
Kak pa3 BC& NpOBOPOHUM...

Ho Muxaino meanunn BCTaTb.

- Yero X Tbl cMAMWbL? — cripocun Anekcen.

- A He BCé eweé CcroBopeHo, — XUTpo ynblbascb, oTBeTun TOT. — Cnywan,
6paTey, 9 TBOK TalHy He BblaaM M NoMoraTb 6yay, TONbKO U Tbl MHE MOMOIW.

- B yém a3710?



- A yT06 ybumBUaA-TO AnéwmnHa npubpaTb, Kak cnea.

Anekcen oocaasiMBo MaxHyn pyKow.

- B Takoe-TO BpeMs N Tbl O KAKUX-TO MYCTsIKaxX TosKyewb!

na3a Muxaunna BnagnmmpoBu4a 3/7106HO CBEPKHY/IN.

- [Ans 1ebsa nycTsaku, — pe3ko NporoBopua OH, — a ANS MeHs HeT... Yan, oH
MHE He YY>XOW, a NJO0Tb U KPOBb MOS... XOPOLIN NYCTAKMU.

- [a He 0 TOM 4, — MArko 3aMeTun Anekcen, ucnyraBwWKUCb 03106/1eHUs
6paTta, KOTOpoe Bbi3Bas CBOMMM Heob6AYMaHHbLIMM CNOBaMM W KOTOpoe BCE
MOrf0 ucnoptutb. — CoBCEM S HE O TOM. ANlb Tbl HE 3Haellb, YTO 3@ MHOM BCé
paBHO TBOS Nocsyra He nponagéT. Tonbko aeno obaenan...

- [1a 9-To caenato, a Tbl MHe BCE X obelwan Hakpenko, 4To bapAaTUHCKOro
MHEe rosI0BOW BblAalWb...

- [1a, KOHe4yHOo, BblAaM, KOHEYHO, — nocnewunn yseputb 6pata Anekcen. — He
MelwkKan Tbl TONIbKO, XpuUcTa paau... lNMoesxar nockopen aa Aeno-to caenan...
MNoe3xan. Hago notopanauBaTbCs.

- JlagHo. Caenato.

N Muxann BnagnmMmposuny yexan, a K oTuy noaoweén NeaH.

- baTiowka, — ckasan oH, — Haao 6bl rocnoj ceHaTopoB ONOBECTUTb.

- O 4ém ew&?

- YT10 rocypapb ymupaet. CoBceM eMy naoxo: 6e3 namaTn Nexwur.

- be3 namaTtu! - BcTpeneHynca Anekcen puropbeBud. — Cnywan, BaHowa,
He CeHaTt onosewaTtb Hago; CeHaT M onocna y3HAaeT, HUYEro AypHOro He
6ynet. A noesxan-ka Tbl nydwe 3a KaTten...

- 3a Katen?! - yamsunca MeaH. — Bbl XXe He XoTenu...

- Mano nb 4TO He XxoTes, a HOoHe nepeayman... [loe3xawn, pAa
noTtopanauBancs.

MBaH AnekceeBn4y npuctasibHO nMorngagen Ha oTua, HO npoMonyan u
TOPON/IMBO HaNpaBuACA K ABEPSM.

"Hy uTto-TOo 6yaeT, — 3aaymanca Anekcen [onropykuin. — bonblwoe geno s
3aMblcina, Kak 6bl He copBanocb. OAHO M3 ABYX: WMAM Y TPOHa BMJIOTHYHO
CTaHy, NMb0o ronoBy Ha nnaaxy noHecy... A Bbibnpatb He U3 yero. Tak fn, aTak

v, a Konu npumaértcs nornbatb, — BCE paBHO MOrMbHewb... A MOXET, ewé wu



yAacTcs BblkapabkaTbcsa".

TuwunHa, cTosBWasg Kpyrom, MEpTBas, HUYEM He Hapyllaemas TULWIMHA, TOXe
yApy4awlle AencTBoBana Ha ero NpunoaHsTble, COBEPLUEHHO Pa3BUHYEHHbIE
HepBbl. DTa TUWMHa Aaxe nyrana ero. OH To u geno nopberan K ABepsiM
LapCKOW crajbHW, C 3aMuMpaHuMeM cepjua MpUCNYLWIMBAACL K Manenwemy
LWOpOXY 3a ABepsiMu. EMy BCE Kas3anocCb, YTO BOT ABEpPb pacnaxHETCS, BbINAET
BnyMeHTpOCT 1, NOHYPO OMYCTUB rOJIOBY, CKaXeT:

- BCé& KOH4eHo...

N koroa A[encTtBuTenbHO nABepb C JNErkMM CKpUMOM oOTBOpuiacb M B eé
npopese nokasajnacb cyxas ANMHHas durypa uapckoro nemb-meauka,
Anekcen [puropbeBumy pgaxe noxosnoAesn OT yxaca, 3awartanca M ensa
yAep>ancsa Ha Horax.

"Heyxxenn Mbl onosganun?! Heyxenn BCE yxe KOH4YeHO?!" - Kak MOSHUS
npope3asna ero pa3ropsa4éHHbIN MO3r yXXaCcHas MbIC/b.

A korpa BnyMeHTpOCT NoAoWwén K HEMY, OH JaXe WCMYyraHHo LWaTHY/ACA B
CTOPOHY M 3aXMypwu/ rnasa.

Ho BnyMeHTpOCT He 3aMeTus1 3TOro UCnyraHHoro AsumxeHusa. OH MeaneHHOo
MpOroBopwuI:

- CoBceM nnoxo. HMkakowm Hagexabl HeT.

ToyHO ropa cBanunacb Cc nnedy Anekces [puropbeBnya. TSXKENbIM B340X
BblpBasCa U3 ero rpyau.

- Tak OH eweé xunB?! — Crpocus OH.

- Moka - pa. A Bbl, lieber Furst, nocnann n3BecTutb BepXoOBHbLIN COBET U
CeHart?

OnoBewaTb BEPXOBHWKOB He BXOAMNIO B pacuyéTtbl Anekces [Jonropykoro.
HanpoTuB, yemM MeHble GyaeT cBmaeTenem nNpum 3agyMaHHOM BeH4YaHbe, TEM
nydwe. Korga Bcé 6yaeT MOKOHYEHO, Toraa He noMewarT. N KOHEYHO, OH U
He AyMan nocbilaTb FOHUOB C BeCTbld O 6/IM3KOM KOHYMHE uaps, HO, He
3alyMbIBasACb HMU Ha CEKYHAY, OH NMocCneLwunn OTBETUTb:

- Oa-na. KoHe4yHo, onosectun. [JO/MKHO, BCe Cloaa CKOpo cobepyTcs...

[oBOpS 3TO, OH B TO XXe BpeMsa AyMas, YCTPEMMB TPEBOXHbLIA B3rnsa4 Ha

[ABEpb, B KOTOPYIO A0/XHA 6blna BoMTM KaTs:



"YT0 e 370, ogHaKo? X ewé HeT! N'ocnoan! Tak n ¢ yma COMTU MOXHO".

Ho BOT A0 ero Hanps>XEéHHOoro ciyxa gonetesn Nérkuii Wwym, pasgaBluinica B
coceaHen ropHuue, nocnbiwanuce warn. OH 6bicTpo oTbexan ot
BnymeHTpoCcTa M Ha nopore Kak pa3 NMUOM K NMLy BCTPETUACS C KHSXXHOWM
EkaTepuHomn.

- Cnasa bory, — npowenTan OH, — 3HA4YNUT, HEe BCE eLLé NoTepPSsIHO.

"nasa XIII. CIMACUTEJb
MpuHuecca Enusaseta [leTpoBHa B TOT [JAeHb, KOraa CcTapbl KHSA3b
BapaTMHCKMIA OoTNpaBuiCcs K HeW, Haxoaunacb B 6onblwon Tpesore. Ans Heé
yXXe He CoCTaBnsaa TaWHbl NpeacTtosBlias KOHYMHaA €& LapCTBEHHOro
nnemMsHHuKa. Ecnm aTo TwaTtenbHO CKpbIBanM OT BCEX, TO HE MOMM CKpPbITb OT
Heé. BnyMeHTpOCT, o4yeHb MHOro 06sa3aHHbLIN nNpuHuecce EnnsaseTte, 4yTb He
KaXkablh AeHb u3Bewan eé o xoae onacHom 60ne3Hu KHOro uaps, a Kkoraa
BCAKaa Hagexpaa 6blia notepsHa, Korga crapuk ybeawuncs, 4Tto BCce ero
Hay4Hble NO3HaHWUS, BCA e€ro OnbITHOCTb H6eccunbHbl B 60opbbe CO CTpawwHOM
bonesHblo, xXepTBoM KoTopon caenanca MMétp II, - oH Hanucan en
KOPOTEHbKYIO 3aMuCcKy, B KOTOPOM TONbKO M CTOsANO: "Hagexabl HeT, uapb
ymupaert..."
- Hagexabl HET, uapb YMUpaeT, — B pa3ayMbe nosBTopuna Bcnyx Ennzaserta um
B34POrHyna. JDTW cCnoBa nMpo3Byyanu B €é ywax OTrosIOCKOM MpayHoro
norpebanbHOro 3BoHa.
Ja v B [EeNCTBUTENbHOCTM, pa3Be OHM He 6blin NpeaBeCcTHUMKOM 3TOro
norpeb6anbHOro 3BOHA, KOTOPbIM, MOXeT bbiTb, €lé ceroaHs, MoxeT 6biTb,
BCEro 4yepe3 Kakon-HMbyab 4aC HanNOJHWUT BO34AYX MedanbHbIMWU, YHbISIbIMU
3BYKaMun, n3Bewas BClo MOCKBY 0 KOHUYMHE HOHOIro BHyKa Benukoro leTpa...
MpuHuecca EnnzaseTta oveHb Ntobuna nnemsHHuMKa. Npu MbICINM O TOM, 4YTO €é
"MUNbIN, CNaBHbIM Manbymk lMNeTpywa" yepes3 HECKOIbKO YacoB NpeBpaTuUTCs B
X0NnoAHbIM, 6e3abIXaHHbIM Tpyn, — y Heé 3amMupano cepjaue W BbICTynanu
cnésbl Ha rnasax. Ho ewé cunbHee 3amumpano eé cepaue, Korga OHa
pa3ayMblBanacb, YTO NPUHECET e NMYHO cMepThb lMeTpa II, Kak 0T30BETCHA OHa

Ha eé CO6CTBEHHOM MONOXEHUMN.



Ecnn Jonropykue 3axBaTHAT BflaCTb B CBOM PyKn — yero EnmnsaseTta leTpoBHa
BMOJSIHE MOr/a onacaTtbCsd — He4Yero u roBopuTb, €é MnosioXXeHue 3HaAYUTENIbHO
yxXyawuTca. [Jonropykue Hukorga He 6binm eé apy3bsaMu, a B nocregHee
BpeMs CTanu paxe Bparamu. Anekcem HuKorga He nNpocTuT eun
NPOTUBOAENCTBUS €ro 3aAyWeBHbIM MfaaHaMm, — MPOTUBOAENCTBUS, KOTOpoe
OHa OKa3blBasia Npu Manenwen BO3MOXHOCTU; MBaH JONropykui HMKOraa He
3abynet TOro npeHebpexuTenbHOro OTKasa, KakMM OHa OTBEeTMIa Ha ero
npeanoxeHue.

NMpaBaa, OH CKOpPO yTewwusnics. He npowno n mMecsaua nocse Toro, Kak OH yX
obBeHuancs c LlepemeTeBOM, HO YUTO OH He 3abbla HUYEro, — 3a 3TO pyyaaucb
ero 35106Hble B3rnaabl, KakMMu OH Harpaxpan Enusasety [leTpoBHY B
nocnegHue BCTPeYM, HECMOTPS Ha CpaBHUTENbHYIKD MSAMKOCTb CBOEro
XapakTepa.

N Bapyr Jjonropykue oCTaHyTCs y KOpMuna npasneHusa?

OTa MbIC/b, MOJSIHMEN CKOJIb3HYBLUAs B €€ rosoBe, 3acTaBuia eé paxe
rnoxonoaetb... Yto Torga XAét eé€? OpgHo M3 ABYX - WM CCbUIKa, WAu
MoHaweckas Kenbsa. OHa CAMWKOM onacHa Ans HUX, 4Tob OHM OCTaBuIKn eé B
nokoe. OHa go4yb Benukoro lMeTpa: en No npasy NpUHAANEXUT NPECTON, YX U
Tenepb MHOMME M MHOrMe, — Korga CTano WM3BEeCTHO, 4YTo 6onesHb uaps
onacHa, — CTanu Ha3blBaTb Enn3aBeTy 3aKOHHOM NMpeeMHUUEN NaeMsHHUKA.

N Lonropykume 3HaKT 3TO M MNO3TOMY, KOHEYHO, MOCTaparTCad He TOJIbKO
yAanntb €€ OoT TpOoHa, HO M COBepLlleHMe UWNTb BO3MOXHOCTU MeyTaTb 06
MMNEepaTOPCKOM KOPOHE...

- MeyTaTb, — BCNyX nogyMmasna oHa. — A g ndHorga medrana...

Ho Tenepb 6bL1I0 He A0 MeudTaHuW. Tenepb MNpeacTosano no3aboTuTbca O
nn4Hon 6e30macHOCTU, M NO3aboTUTbCS TEM CKOpee, 4YTO HacTpoeHue 6bino
C/IMWKOM TPEBOXHO, NpeABeCTHUKWU rpagyliero ganeko He 6naronpusiTHbI.
Ewé cerogHs yTpoM Enuszaseta [letpoBHa yb6eaumnacb B 3ToM. OHa
nonbiTasiacb MPOHUKHYTb B JleOpTOBCKMI ABOpeLl, XOoTena B3rNsHyTb Ha
601bHOro NAeMsHHWKa, HO Jlonropykune He AoNYyCTUAM A0 3TOro.

XoTa UM oO4YeHb O6Ee3HO, HO [AO0CTAaTOYHO HACTOM4YMBO, 4TOObLI AaTb

no4vyyBCTBOBATb peLIJMTEJ'IbeIl‘/ﬁ oTkas, Anekcen FpuropbeBuy  OTBETUN



Ennzaserte:

- pocTtnTte, Bawe BbicodecTBOo! He Mory pgonyctuTb.. Ero BenuyecTsy
cnokomncrtene HagobHo. Kak 6bl ero 3To He pacTpeBOXuio.

- Ho 9 Tonbko B3rnsiHy, — nonpobosana Bo3pa3nTb Ennzaserta. - Barnagom s
€ero Beflb He NMOTPEBOXY...

- He Mory-c! - pewuntenbHo oTBeTuNn [JONropykun. — Yto XOTuUTE, — HE MOrY.
XOTb rHeBanTecb, XOTb Ka3HuUTe.. BOT noneryaer eMy - TOr4da MMUIOCTMU
NpoOCUM, 1 CNOBa HE OCMENKCb BbIMOSIBUTL. A HOHE HEBO3MOXHO.

Ennzaseta [leTpoBHa noxana nnedyamu, npe3puTenbHO B3rfAsHyna Ha
Anekces 'pyropbeBnya 1, Aaxe He NpoCTUBLUUCHL, yexana. Ho B TO e BpeMms
OHa noHsgna, 4to Jonropykue Ha 4YTo-TO pPacCyYMUTbIBAKOT, YTO OHM CO3HAIOT
CBOIO cuny, ecnu eé&, TETKY wuMnepatopa, MpuUHLECCY MWMNepaTopCcKom
dammnmnun, He JonycTunu faxke NMpoCTUTbLCS C yMUPaKLWMM LapéM. 3HauuT, C
HUMU eWé HYXHO CUYMTATbCH; 3HA4YUT, €Lllé HYXHO onacaTbCa MX 37106HOM
MCTUTENbHOCTU U NPUrOTOBUTBLCSA KO BCEMY...

"Ho uTo e genatb? YT0? — 3apnana cebe MbicneHHO Bonpoc Enuzaserta. — He
6exaTtb Xe, B camom aene!"

N npoTne eé BoNKM Ha e€ nyxsbIxX rybax CKonb3Hyna ynbibka.

"HeTt, - pewwunna oHa. - byab uto 6ynetr. OaHa Hagexpa Ha locnoaa bora.
Mopyyato EMy cBoto cyabby m Xxay TonbkKo OT Hero noMowm v 3awmThl..."

N oTo pelwieHne Kak-TO 3Ha4YMTenbHO obnerunno eé. Tak 4YTo Koraa npuexan
CTapuK bapaTUHCKMI, OHa BCTpeTuaa ero ¢ 06bIYHOM BECENOW YCMELLKOMN.
MBaH ®épopoBny 6bin nbumuem e€ BenMKOro oTua, BEepoM W npaBaok
CNYy>XWn Matepum, U B NaMATb pPaACnOSIOKEHUS K HeMy eé LapCTBEHHbIX
poauTenen u Ennsaeseta yBaxkana ero un nwobuna.

- A, cygapb! - npuBeTcTBOBana oHa ero. — 3a4paBCTBYM. [JaBHEHbKO Mbl C
TO60M He BUAanuncb. He xoyelwb NoMmMpaTb, BCTan-Takn?

- BcTan, Bawe BbICOYECTBO, — C TSXENbIM B3A0XOM OTBETMN CTapuK, — BCTan,
Aa, BUAHO, HE Ha pafoCTb.

— A 4TO NPUKIIOYNIOCH?

- Yai, ussBonunu cnblwaTtb, Kakas ncrtopus ¢ Bacen-to pasbirpanach?

EnnzaeeTta kKmBHyna ron0BOM.



- Cnblwana. 3Hat. MonogumHa TBOM NAeMsiHHUK. Xopollee Aesnio caenasn, yuto
OAHOro M3 A0JITOPYKOBCKOM CTau Ha TOT CBET OTNpaBw/l, — C HECKPbIBAEMbIM
npespeHneM ckasasna oHa. — Ckaxu eMy oT MeHs 3a 3To 6onblioe cnacubo...

- BoT Bbl, Balwe BbICOYECTBO, 61arogapHOCTb €My OKa3sbiBaeTe, a [lonropykue
— TaK Te Hu4yero 6,1arof4apCTBEHHONO HE OKaXYT...

- Hy ewé 6bl, umM-To! — cornacmnacb npuHuecca Ennsaeerta n notom 6bICTPO
npubasuna:— C 3TON-TO CTOPOHbl He BCE NnagHo. [ONAropykKux 4YTO BOJIKOB,
APa3HUTb Heroxe...

Ctapuk bapaTUHCKUIX nokKayan rosioBown.

- OXx, KyAa Heroxe, — 3aMeTuN 3a4yMYMBO OH, — HE TakKoOW 3TO Hapoa, 4Tob
obnagy 4yectHbiM o6bpa3oM Ha obuaymke B3biCKaTb. OHM MOTaWMHbLIM NYTEM
XOAAT, C/IOBHO BOPbl HOYHbIE U3-3a yrna 6bloT...

- BepHo, BepHo! - ongaTb cornacunace Ennsaeera.

- 3anepnn oHN BaceHbKy-TO, — BAPYI HEOXWAAHHO BpsiKHYN CTapuK.

- Kak 3anepnn?!

- [la TaKk. B KazeMaTtKky. YX 1 cyad HapsaKeH.

EnnzaseTta npuctanbHO nornsaena Ha CTapuka, nokadasna rosioBoi U ToXe
npoMonBuia, CIOBHO OTBeYyasa caMon cebe Ha KaKyr-TO TalHYy AyMYy:

— [1noxo peno, 3HavuT.

- Ha uto xyxe.

- YX U CyA HapsiXeH, CKa3blBaewb?

- [oBopAT Tak. [lo BceW CTpoOroctm-ge 3akoHOB 6yayT cyauTb. Tak-ge
nMnepaTop Benen.

EnnzaseTa B34poOrHyna U HEBOJIbHO KaK-TO BCKPUKHYyNa.

- J1oxb!

Crapuk bapaTuHCKui nogyMman, 4To 3TO BOCK/AMULAHWME OTHOCUTCA K ero
cnoBaMm, gaxke nepekpecTusics.

- BbOoromMm KnsiHyCb, MaTywkKa uUapeBHa, OT CnoBa A0 cnoBa npasaa. Bor Te
KpecT.

EnunsaeeTta onsAaTb NpOTMB BONM YnblGHYyNach.

- [1a 9 He nNpo To, — MOJIBU/A OHA. — JIOXb — rOBOPIO, YTO MMNepaTop Benen.

MeTpyLlwe He Ao Toro... OH yMupaerT...



N, BbIFOBOpPMB 3TO CTpallHOe C/I0BO, OHa MOYyBCTBOBAasa, Kak rnasa eé
HanOMIHUINCL Crie3aMu.

NBaH ®énopoBnY B3APOrHYa OT 3TUX CNOB, KakK OT rPOMOBOro yaapa.

- [1a HeyxTO0?!

- BepHo Tebe cka3sbiBalo...

- locnogn! BoT HanacTb... A 9-TO CMeKasi, 4YTO Balwle BbICOYECTBO 3a Bacbka
MOEero 3acTynuTechb... A HOHe, BULWb, N 3aCTyrbl HET.

N oH XMypOo MOHUK CBOEN Cefon rofloBOM U Aaxke He Buaen, kak Enusaseta
MaxHyfna pyKowu.

- Kyaa Moa noMmora jAa 3acTtyna rogHa! — pasayMuvMBO OTBEeTM/I@ OHa. -
Hunyero s, MeaH ®épopoBuy, nogenatb He Mory. Paga 6bl Tebe BCAKYHO
nocnyry okasaTtb, ga He B cune. Cama, TOro v rnsanm, Xay, 4To B Kenbk

3anpsyyT...

"nasa XIV. PACITJIATA
N3Bectme o0 6AM3KOM CMepTM Uapsa COBCEM OWENOMWUAIO  CTapuka
BapaTnHckoro. 3Ta cMepTb OTHMMasa BCAKYI HaAexXAay Ha crnaceHne Bacunus
MaTBeeBMYa, N HEBOJIbHbIE Xryyme CNésbl 3a4p0oXasiM Ha pecHMuax CTapuka,
KOrga OH noAaymars, Kak AOJ/KeH pa3ovyapoBaTbh MNAeMAaHHUKA, HAL4EeLWerocs Ha
ero rnomoLb.
- Morn6, Bacs, normb! — noBTOpSS OH, NOKa exan oT ABOpua LecapeBHbl A0
CBOEN KBapTuUpbl. — HUWYeM ero He BbI3BO/ULLb.
Crapuk TaK pacTepsisics, 4YTO Aaxe pewun He exaTb cerogHs B CbICKHOWM
npukas. bonesHeHHas cnabocTb NosiBUNACb CHOBA, M OH YNérca B nocrtenb. Ho
€My He cnanocb. BoobpaxkeHne pucoBano caMble MpayHble KapTWUHbI, U 4YeM
Aanble 6exano BpeMs, TeM 6bls10 XyXKe.
OH cTan 3abbiBaTbCs TONLKO TOrAa, KOrga COBCEM YyXXe HacTynuaa Houb. Ho m
TYT eMy He y[asioCb 3aCHYTb. 3a ABEpbi pa3fanmcCb TOPOM/uMBbLIE Warn, n B
cnanbHio B6exan CeHABUH.
OH 6bin 6negHee NONOTHA, W €ro UCMYyraHHbIA, pacTepsiHHbIM BUA CTPaLLUHO
nepenyTtan MeaHa ®énoposunya.

- YTO ewé cnyuymnocb? — BOCKNNKHYN BapATUHCKUA.



- CkBepHoe aeno, — 3aabixasacb, orBeTun CeHsBUH, — Muxanno Jonropykui
nony4ymsa ykKas o cKopenwem cyne Haz Bacen.

- TbI-TO OTKyAa 3TO y3Han?

- A a B JledpopToBCkOM aBopue B Kapayne 6bin... YTo Tam TBOpUTCS, He
npueeamn Nocnoau... Llapbe ymmnpaet, a ero Jonropykume ¢ KHsS)XHOW EkaTtepuHom
NnoBeH4YaTb XOTAT. M, AO/MKHO, MOBEHYAKOT: YXX M Nonbl TaM.

Crapbl BapsaTUHCKUIA aa)ke NpUBCKOYNII.

- [a Hyl..

- BepHo rosopto. [la peno-to He B TOM. Hago Baciw cnacatb. Tenepb emy
BCAKOrO XyAa XAaTb MOXHO. S noarnsgen, Kak KHA3b Anekcen puropbumy
yKa3 nucan n Mumxamne ero otgan. A TOT TakoOM paaoCTHbIA Bbllen U B
CbICKHOM NpuKa3 exaTb Benen.. A 9 3a HUM cneaoMm cioga. MewkaTb Heua, a
TO OHW, u3Beprun, bor 3HaeT 4YTO HaATBOPAT.

- [Ja 410 X Mbl caenaTtb-TO MOXeM! - neyanbHO B3A0XHYB, Ckas3an WMBaH
®EénopoBny.

- YTO HM Ha ecTb Aa caenaeMm, a Bacto BbI3BONMM... BCé paBHO BCceM nornbatb
npuaértca... Konb Hago 6yaet, cumnon oTtobbéM. HOHe, KCTaTtu, Moero rnoska
conpatbl AexypsaT. lNotopanavBanca-Ka, KHA3b, NONAEM...

Kak Hn 6bin cnab bapaATMHCKMIA, HO HageXaa CnacTu NAeMsHHWKAa, BblpBaTb
€ro 13 pyk 35104eeB C/I0BHO yKpenuia ero xunoe teno. OH HacKopo ogencs, u
yepes HeCKobKO MUHYT 6oMKas nowaab, B3pbiBast KOMbITAMU CHEXHYIO Mblb,
Hecna ux K Kpemnio.

N OHU 4yTb-4yTb 6bIJI0 HE ONO34anu.

Korga B3MblleHHasa nowaab oCTaHOBMACb Y BXoda B nomeweHune CbICKHOrO
npukasa, CeHABMH, TOYHO MpeavyBCTBYS, UYTO Kaxaas MWHyTa nNpomMeaneHus
MOXET CTOUTb XWU3HW ero Apyry, ONpoOMETb0 BbICKOYMN U3 CaHen un bpocuncs
B MONYTEMHble CEeHW npuKasa, rae Apemasio HeCKOJIbKO npeobparKeHCKnx
conpar.

YBuas cesoero oduuepa, OHU BbITAHYIMCb BO (PPOHT.

- Pebata! - obpatunca Kk HuM CeHsiBMH. — CnywaTb MOK KoMaHay. YTo
NnpuKaxy, BCE nenatb.

- byabTe CMOKOWHbI, Balle 6narop0ﬂ,me, BaC HE oCcnylwaeMc4d.



- Hy nagHo. CTynan 3a MHOMW.

N OH cCnewHbIM wWaroM ABUHYNCA Bnepéa, K MNbITOYHOM KOMHaTe, 4epes
KOTOPYK TOSIbBKO M MOXHO 6bL10 nonactb B KasemaTbl. CongaTtbl Monya
cnefoBanu 3a HUM, B35B PYXbs HarnepeBec. bapATMHCKMI enBa nocnesan 3a
HUMMN.

[0 NbITOYHOM KOMHaTbl, WM 3acTeHKa, OCTaBasioCb BCero Tpu Liara, Koraa
pe3Kuin, HevesloBeYeCKnn KpukK npopesasn Bo34yX.

CeHaBuH B3aporHyn. OH y3Han rosoc CBOero Apyra.

"Heyxenn 4 onosgan, — noayMman OH, X0no4es OT yXaca, — HeyXenn 35104eun
ero npukokowmnnm?!"

OH pBaHyncs 6erom, TONKHYN U30 BCEN CUMbI NJIOTHO NMPUTBOPEHHYIO ABEPb U
noyYTM BNeTen B 3ajy, Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOorga najnayum, CKMHYB C
Bacnnna MatBeeBunya KadTaH, HAKMHYIM €My Ha PYKW pEMEHHble NeTnu,
yTob6bl BTSAAHYTb Ha Abl6y. BOT B 3TO-TO BpeEMS OH U KPUKHY, M He OT CTpaxa
dunsnyeckor 6onm, a oT HeO6XOANMOCTN NepeHecTn "MOKOPHY" NbITKY.
MNossneHne CeHsBMHaA B COMPOBOXAEHUW rMpeobpaxeHueB W CTapuka
BapsTuHckoro npou3senu M Ha [OAropykoro, M Ha nanayenm BrnedatieHue
rpPoOMOBOIro yaapa. He pacrtepancsa TosbKoO YLWaKoB.

- DTO 4TO 3a OKa3usa! — BOCK/IMKHY/M OH, ObICTPO BCTaBas M3-3a CToONa W
rPoO3HO XMyps 6poBu. — Kak Tbl CMeelb, cyaapb, OYHT YUMHUTBL?

- He 6yHT 8 umHI0O, a nNpuvwén BawuMm 3704eMCTBaM nomewaTb, — TBEPAO
otBeyvan CeHABUH.

- Tebe TOMy Kakoe Aeno? — BOCK/IMKHYN YWwakoB. — Mbl N0 rocyAapeBy yKasy
OENCTBYEM.

- Bpéwsb! — BO BCIO MOYb psABKHYN CeHsABMH. — HMKaKoro rocyaapesa ykasa
6bITb HE MOXET; NepBO — MOTOMY, YTO €ro BesIn4yecTBO BTOpble CyTku 6e3
namMaTu JIEXWUT, @ HOHE WU COBCEM KOHYAETCHd, a BTOpoe AeNno — MNOTOMYy, 4YTo
reapaAencknMm oduuepam He npuKasaHo AONpPOC C "npucTtpacTtueM" UYMHUTL...
PebsaTa, — obpaTmncsa oH K congaTtaM, — BbI3BOJISIN CBOero oduuepa.

ConpaTbl He 3acTtaBunu cebsa xapaTb. Yepe3 MUHYTY nanaym 6binm cbUTbI C
Hor, u Bacunuin MaTtBeeBuY, OCBOOOXAEHHbLIM U3 UX LENKUX, NPONUTAHHbIX

KPOBbIO PYK, YXXe pblAasn OT pafoCTV Ha rpyau aaau.



YwakoB, ycnblwae 0 6/M3KOW KOHYMHE MMnepaTopa M BCMOMHMB, 4YTO Ha
yKase, AaHHOM Mwuxawne [JONropykoMy, HeT NOAMWUCK uUaps, 3aMonyvan wu
MeANeHHO OnyCTWACA Ha NaBKy, BbKMAAsS, 4YeM BCE 3TO KOHYMUTCA.
Bnocneactsum CTaBWMW TakuUM KPOBOXaAHbIM, OH Tenepb 6bln  CAMLWIKOM
Monog, 4tobbl He coaporaTbCs MPU MyKaxX MNbITyeMbIX, U Aaxe paa 6bia, 4uTo
BCE TaK KOHYMJIOChb.

Ho Tenepb 3aTto BCckunen Aonropyknin. OH BbICKOYWMT U3-3a CTOSIA U 3aopan
BO BCHO MOUYb:

- OT10 pasbon! D10 O6YHT! A BaM nMoKaxy, KaK ULapCKoOW Bone He
NOBWMHOBATbLCK... D, CONAATHI, TalWM UX BCEX B Ka3eMaTbl...

Ho Bapyr oH cbéxwuncsa n nobnegHen. CeHABUH MOryyem pykKowm cXBaTui ero
3@ BOPOT U BHYLUMUTENbHO MPOrOoBOPWUII:

- He opu, cobaka! HukTo Tebsa He nucnyraetcsl, Aa HUKTO WU He nocaywaeTcs.
Ctynan k cBoeMy 6partuy nwbe3HOMYy pna cCcKaxum emy, 4Tto Bacunus
BapaTuHCKOro B35, Ha cebsa lNpeobpaXXeHCKM MOoNK, U KOIW XOYeT OH ero
CyAuUTb, TaK MyCTb YeCTHbIM CyAOM CyauT, a He pa3boMHWKOB MOCbIIAET Ha
Hero...

N, 6pocmB apoxaBLwero oT ctpaxa Muxawna Bnagnmmnposnya, oH npubasun:
- Monpém, Bacsa.. MNMonaém, UeaH ®Enopbid! HaMm 3pecb 6onbwe aenatb

He4ya...

"nasa XV. KOHEU BEACTBUAM
Muxaun BnagmmmpoBuy [onropykun 3sackpexetan 3ybamum oT 6eccunbHOM
3n06bl, KOrga ABepb 3ax/0MNHYaCb U OH OCTaNCsA HaeaMHe C YIWAKOBbIM.
- OTO 4TO X 3HaAuuT, rocygapb Mon?! — pe3ko 06paTunica OH K HeMmy. —
Pa3zboiHble noaM Hacunbe 4UYMHAT, Aebow Npom3BOAAT, @ Tbl YTO X 3T0?!
CnoBHO B poT BoAbl Habpan?!
YwakoB pa3Bén pykamu.
— MHe-TO TyT UTO. MO& aeno ctopoHa! — XonoAHO NPOU3HEC OH.
- HeTt, Bpéwb - He cTopoHa! — cHoBa 3akpuyan, nobarpoBeB OT 3106blI U
6pbi3ras cnwoHow, Jonropykuin. — Yam, n tebe n MHe NoOHOLWEHME OKa3aHo...

LlapckoMy yKa3ly HernoBWHOBEHME Y4YMHEHO. A Tbl C/AOBHO MOTATUMK CUM



BparaMm... CJ/IOBHO 3a WX WanKy cTtouwb. A ewé HavyanbHMK rpuKasa
MMeHyelbcs... Bop Tbl caM, naMmeHHuk! BoT yTo!

BneaHoe nuuo MWBaHa AHApeeBuya crtano ewé 6negHee. O6bI4HOE
XafHOKPOBUE MOKUHYO ero.

— A Tbl, cyaapb, He Moru pyraTtbcs! — BHYLWNTEIbHO NPOroBOpua OH. — He Bop
A N U3MEHHUKOM TakKoXAe Hukorga He 6bi1. Konu exenu noBuUHEH B 4YéM,
NyCcTb Uapckmm cya cyaut. OHO TOYHO — He MOKa3aHoO Mo apTUKyy reapamu
oduLepoB, AKO NOANOro 3BaHUA JIIOAEN, NbITaTb... TaK Tbl TO U 3HaMW...

— A npukas uapés! — BbIKPUKHYJ1, HEMHOro onewmns, Mnxann Bnagummnposunu.
YWaKoB TONbKO PYKOW OTMaxHYsCS.

- Hy kKakon Tam npukas... byge obnbkHM4aTb-TO. Yan, caM 1 nucan-To ero, a
A-TO CAYypY Bepy Aan.

Muxaun BnaauMmupoBuud 3106HO CXan Kynaku. CROKOMHbIA TOH Ywakosa
CNIOBHO uUcnyrasn ero, a nocnegHue cnosa fa)ke HarnoMHuUNM npocbby 6pata
"O6bITb MOMsArye, nOTOMy-A€ Mano0 JIM 4YTO MNPUKIIYUTLCA MoxXeT". Ho
031106/1eHMe Ha TO, YTO XepTBa YCKOJIb3HYlA U3 ero pyK, 4TO eMy He yaanochb,
KakK cnepj, BbIMECTUTb Ha BapATWMHCKOM 3a CMepTb CblHA, CHOBa 3abylweBano B
ero rpyau.

- JlapgHOo! — KpuUKHYN OH. — TamoTka BCE pa3bepém! A a4 B JledopTOBO XMBOM
pykon cmaxato! Tlokaxy $a BaM, Kak [OAropykuMm ocnaywaHue UYUHUTD.
NMonoMHUWb Tbl Y MeHsa 3To, AHApen VBaHOBUY.

N, norpo3uB YwakoBy KynakoM, OH OMNpOMeTbio Bblbexan u3 npukasa,
BCKOYW/T B CaHW, ABYMS 340POBEHHbIMW MUHKaMu pasbyann 3agpemasBliero
6bl10 Kyyepa M Besen 4YTOo eCTb MO4YM rHaTb nowagen B JlepopTOBCKUM
Asopeu.

Yxe nogHuMascb NO JieCTHUUEe B BepxHWe 3anbl asopua, Mwuxawun
BnaauMuposny 3ametun TaMm 6o0nblIyI0 NepeMeHy. Yesxas oTciaa BCero
Kakux-Hnmbyab Tpu 4Yaca Hasah, OH ocTtaBun JlepopToBCKUI  ABOpeL,
NYCTbIHHBIM U MPAYHbIM, MOrPy>XEHHbIM B KaKyl-TO COHHYK ApéMy. Tenepb
Xe BCe 3anbl 6blAM  OcCBeweHbl, BCHOAY BWAHENUCb TIPynnbl JO4AEN,
BMNOJrosoca, a To 1 wernoTkoM becenoBaBLlnX Mexay coboto. Besge nectpenu

LIBETHbIE KaCbTaHbI, LNTblE 30/10TOM MYHAUPbLI, NyAPEHbIE NMAapWKW, OpAEHa,



NEeHTHI...
"Sre! [da Hukak Anéwa cagenan pgeno-to! - pagocTtHO noayman Mwuxawun
Bnagnmmnposuny. — 3HauunT, Hawa B3g1a. Hy noroaun. Y>Xo nokaxy s BaM BCEM,
Kak Jlonropykmm obunay YmHutb..."

N oT nonHOTLI cepaua, B NpuaneBe pagoCTy, OH YyTb 6blN10 HE KPUKHYN:

- [da 3apaBCcTBYeT rocyaapbiHa wmMmnepatpuua ExkaTtepuHa AnekceeBHa,
camojepxuua scepoccumnckas!

Ho oH BOBpeMsi yaepxasncs OT 3TOro KpukKa, WM XOopowo caenan, 4Tto
yaep>kancs. PagoBaTbcs 6b1n0 NOMIOXUTENbHO HeueMmy. Munxawnn
BnaaMMnpoBmy cpaly nMoHSAN 3TO, Korga nepecTynus MNopor KOMHAaThI,
NpUMbIKaBLLIEN K crnanbHe yMupalowero uapsi, Korga ero B3rnsa, CKOJSIb3HYB
no TOJINe Y1eHOB BEpPXOBHOro COBETa M AYyXOBeHCTBa, cobpaBlierocs 3aechb,
OCT@HOBWJICA Ha nevyanbHOM, CyMpadHOM Junue Anekcesa [puropbesunya,
NOHYpo cuaeswero B kpecne. O6aenant OH aeno, He Bbirnsgen 6bl TakuMm
ybuTbIM. 3HauunT, BCE Nornbao, BC& 6b110 KOHYEHO.

N pencteutenbHo, ana Jonropykux Bcé nornbno.

Bcé peno wucnoptvna npocrtas CAy4YyamHoCTb. BeH4yaHue HenpeMeHHOo
cocTtoanock b6bl, U KHsHkHa EkaTtepuHa ctana 6bl umnepartpuuen, ecnm 6bl, Kak
pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOraa CBSWEHHWK HaaeBan pu3bl, He npuexan
denvamapwan donropykmn sMecte ¢ 6apoHoM OcTepMaHoM.

Kak pgoporo 6bl gan Anekcen puropbeBud, ecnn 6bl MOr HE BAYCTUTb UX B
3anbl ABOpLA, HO 3TOro OH He Mor caenatb.

Bacunuin Bnagnmmposu4 6bin1 BbIpOAKOM B CBOeN ceMbe. B To Bpems koraa
Bce [lonropykue, UCropYeHHble A0 MO3ra KOCTen NpuaBOPHLIMU UHTPUraMmm,
6binn noabmm B rnybokon crteneHn 6e3HpaBCTBEHHbIMU, CTAaBMBLUMMU Bbille
BCero CBoé numyHoe 6narononyydme u 4yecrontbmebiMn A0 60NE3HEHHOCTH,
denbamapwan Jonropykun 6ol AylweBHbIM, MAaeasibHO YeCTHbIM YesI0BEKOM,
HecrnocobHbIM HM COBEpPLWMUTb, HU AONYCTUTb Kakoe-nmbo noanoe, becyecTtHoe
aeno...

YBuaes, 4to 6par CMyTUACA NpWM ero nosiBieHMW, a KHsxXHa EkaTtepuHa
nokpacHena, Bacunui BnaguMmpoBuy NpsiMO NOAOLWEN K CBAWEHHWUKY, TUXO

pa3rosapmBaBllEMY C AbAKOHOM.



- baTiowka, - cnpocun  OH, — Bbl SBWAUCb, 4YTObBbl MnocobopoBaTtb
nMnepatopa?

CBSALLEHHWK MOAHAN Ha HEero n3yMmsiéHHble rnasa.

- HeT, Bawe cmATeNbCTBO, — MNOYTUTENIbHO OTBETU/1 OH, — MEHS 3Ba/In He 3a
TEM...

- 3auem xe?

- BeHuaHue TyT npeanonaraetcs.. Ero BenuuyectBy 6naroyrogHo 6pakom
COeMHUTBLCA CO CBOEN 06pyYEHHOM HEBECTOMN.

M OH nokasan Ha KHsXHy EkaTepuHy.

"A, BOT OHO 4TO, — nogyman Bacunun Bnagmmuposuu. — BOT KaKyl LITYKYy
6paTteu nbe3HbIN coBepLlNTb 3aMbicnui. Hy aa He 6biBaTb aTOMY".

Kak pa3 B 370 BpeMsa nogbexan Anekcen puropbesmu.

- A yXx g 60gncs, 4TO Tbl HE Npueaellb, — C HaNyckHon ynblbkon obpaTtuncs
OH K 6paTy. — {1 nopewunn BOAKO rocyaapeBy NUCNONHUTb.

- Kakyto Bont? — kak 6bl He noHnMas, cnpocun Bacununim Jonropykun.

- A Hacuét bpaka c KaTen.

Mpe3putenbHas ynbibka npobexana no nuuy denbamapwana.

- BoT uTO! - cKasan oH. — Tak Tbl XO4elb ero nosiyMéEPTBOro BeH4YaTb?..

- Hy y>X n nonyméptaoro!..

- [a Beab oH xe 6e3 namMaTu.

- be3 namaTh, — KakK 3X0, NoBTOpMA nogoweawunn bnymeHTpocT. - CoBceM
yMUpaeT.

- YMupaeT, - ckasan Bacunuin BnaanMMmpoBuu, — a Tbl TaKOe KOLLYHCTBO
3agyman. Ho, cnaea Cospatento, OH He nonycTun TakoMy b6ecyecTHOMY aeny
COBEpLIUNTLCS...

Anekcen NpuropbeBmYy BCMbIXHYI.

- Kak He nonyctun... 4 xouy, 4tob nx obseHyanun... 1 nx obBeHYaloT...

- Hukorpa, - pe3kuMMm LWENOTOM cKasan denbamapwan. - 4 He Mno3BOO
3TOro. M ecnu Tbl caenaewb XOTb OAHO ABWXEHME, XOTb OAMH XecCT, 1
npukaxy Tebs apecrosatb. MNMoHAN?..

N no TBEpAOMY, CMOKOMHOMY TOHY Anekcen FpuropbeBuY yBUAEs, YTO BCSKOE

conpoTmnBIiEHNE 6y,qu 6ecnonesHo, 4To 6paT HE WYTUT U CAENAET TakK, KakK



cKasarn.

- Tak Heyxenn BC& KOHYeHOo?! — 0TYassHHO NMPOCTOHAas OH.

- A Tbl ewé coMHeBancsa! - noxumMmasa nnedamu, 3ameTun Bacunuin
Jonropykmn. — Tbl 3axoTen nomtn npotms [ocnoga bora, BoT [ocnogb wm
nokapan tebs. — N 3aTteM, NOBEpPHYBLUNUCb K CBSALWEHHWKY, OH MpoAosiKan: -
BaTtiowka! Bac kTo-TO 06MaHyn. Hukakoro BeH4yaHus He 6ypet... Ero
BENMYECTBO YMUPAET, N ero Hy>HO nocobopoBaTsb...

CBSLWEHHNK C HEAOYMEHHbIM BMAOM HanpaBuCsa K ABEpsiM L@pCKOM crnasibHMU,
a Bacunun Bnagnmmnposuny otowén Kk 6apoHy OctepMaHy, C XUTPOM YyiblbKoMn
HernoABWMXHO CTOSIBLLEMY Y nopora.

- Tak BC& KOHYeHOo, BCé! — npowenTtan Anekcen Jonropykumn. — He yaanocob
MHE COBEepLMUTb 3TO AeN0 — 3HAUUT, Tenepb NornbaTtb HYXHO...

N, 3aKpbIB /INLO pyKamMu, OH TAXeNo onycTuiica B Kpecso. A yepes rnosivaca
3anbl JleopTOBCKOro ABOpUaA HANOAHWINCH FeHepanuTeTOM U YMHOBHMKAMMU
pa3sHblX BEAOMCTB, KOTOpbIX pacnopsaunca npurnacute  Bacunui
BnaanMnposuy, "Tak Kak 4acbl ero Besinyectsa CouTeHbl".

Korga npuexan Muxamn BnaguMmpoBuU, KOHUYMHBbI Laps OXuAannm C MUHYTbI
Ha MWHYTY: aroHMUs yxXe HacTynuia; U ecnu B AasibHUX 3anaxX NpuABOpPHbIe
no3sonanu cebe wenTaTbCsa; TO 34eCb LAPWIO TsXENoe, yapydatouwee
Mos4YaHue...

N papocTtb, KoTopas 6bin10 oxBaTtuia Muxawmna BnagnmmpoBuyda, CMeHMNacb
Tenepb OTYassHMEM, W, KaK HECKOJIbKO 4acoB TOMY Ha3ah ANnekcen, U OH
npowenTan, TSXKes0 OnycKasiCb B Kpecso:

— BCé KOH4eHo... Bcé normnbno...

Kak pa3 B 3TO BpeMs ABepb LAPCKOW CnasbHW pacnaxHynacb... Bce
3alleBeIMNINCb Ccpa3sy W cpasy Xe 3aMepnu. M3 cnanbHU BbilWesa enumckon
KpyTnukuin JleoHns, 3a HMM nokasanucb urypbl Bacunma Bnaanmmposuya v
BnyMmeHTpocTa.

JleoHUa BaXXHbIM TOPXECTBEHHbLIM LWAaroM BbIWEN Ha cepeauvHy 3anbl U
NpOroBopma 3BYYHbIM FOSIOCOM, OCeHsAS cebs KPECTHbIM 3HAMEHUNEM !

- Ero umnepartopckoe Bennyectso rocyaapb Nétp AnekceeBny CKOHYancs...

Bce Taxeno nepenoxHynMm M rMnoTtoM CTanm KpecTutbcda. B ogHOM yrny



NOCAbIWANUCL FyXUe HaaopBaHHbIE pblAAHUS.
210 nnakan Anekceun Npuropbesny [JONWropyKkuin.

Ha apyron xe aeHb CTano M3BECTHO, Ha KOro Bbinan Bbi6op "BepXOBHUKOB",
NpOCMAEBLUMX MOYTU LENYI HOYb HaZL pelleHneM BOmnpoca, KoMy 6biTb Lapém
Ha Pycn. OpgHun cTosnm 3a TO, 4TOOGbLI MNpPOBO3rfacuUTb MMNepaTpuuen
uecapeBHy EnusaseTty, apyrue npegnaranu uapuuy EBAOKMIO, MOCTPUXKEHHYIO
B MOHALLECTBO; TPETbM HAKOHEL, Xesfann BUAETb Ha NpecTosie CblHa repuora
MonwTunHckoro, lMeTpa.

Ho kHA3b AMuTpmi Mmnxamnosud MonnubiH NOMUPUN BCEX MeXAY CO6010.

- F'ocnoab Hakasan Hac, — ckasan oH, — B34B K cebe rocyaaps u ocTtaBmB Hac
6e3 Bnactn uapckom. HamM He BpeMs Tenepb CCOPUTbLCSA U NpenupaTtbcs... A
MOHapXxus He MoXeT 6bITb 6e3 rnasbl. 8 yBaxato npuHueccy EnnsaseTty, HO He
en cnen 6bITb Ha npecTtone BCepoCCUMUCKOM... [eTtn [MeTpa Benukoro yxe
LapcTBoBanM, a NO MpaBy MPecTosl MPUHALNEXUT MPSMbIM HacneaHWKam
MBaHa Anekceesudya... [lo-Mo0eMy, HaM cnen NMpPoOCUTb Ha LApPCTBO repuoOruHi
KYpNsaHACKYO AHHY IBaHOBHY...

MpOTMB 3TOr0 HWUKTO HEe NpOTecToBajn, a K Be4yepy ApYyroro AHS 4YneHbl
BepxoBHOro coseta OTnpaBuIn Kypbepa B MuTaBy C m3BectneM o Bblbope
repuormHn KypnsHACKOM Ha BCEPOCCUMCKUIA NPecTo.

Jonropykue 6blIM OKOHYATENIbHO  YHUYTOXeHbl. Bce, KTo Korga-to
NpeKIoHaNncs npeg HuUMK, pabonencresoBas M HU3KOMOK/IOHHMYAM, Tenepb
OTBEPHY/IUCb OT HUX WM KAK-TO CHUCXOAUTENbHO Tepnenu Wux NpucyTcTBUe.
Yacbl Mx 6bINM COYTEHbl, — 3TO MNOHMMaAM MU camu [ONropykme, U BCe MUX
Bparu.

N pencTtBuTenbHO, BCKOpe Mnoc/sie KOpOHauuMu HOBOM uMNepaTpuubl Haa
Jonropykmmu 6bin1 HapsixkxeH cya. VX BuHuAn B "60OroMep3kmx 3ambicnax, B
3axBaTe BNacTu, B AeSAHUAX, MPOTUBHbIX COBECTU U 3aKOHY".

Cya He mMeanwun. Ha TpeTuit AeHb nocne OTKPbITUS 3aceaaHuss 06BUHSIEMbIM
6b1n NnpounTaH npurosop. Anekcen puropbesud, NBaH AnekceeBu4y, Muxaun
Bnagumuposuy n mnx aetm 6biiM NPUroBOpeHbl K CMEepPTHOM KasHW, a XeHa
MBaHa 1 KHAXHa EkaTepuHa — K NOCTPMXXEHUIO B MOHACTbIpe.

Ho AHHa WoaHHOBHa He XxoTefla 3a/uMBaTb KPOBbK CTyMeHW TpoHa, no



KOTOPbIM TOJIbKO YTO AOWia A0 BNacTU, He XoTena oMpaydaTb CBET/10€ Havano
CBOEro UuapCTBOBaHUS Ka3HAMU, — U BUHOBHble 6bliM nNoMuaoBaHbl. WX
OTNpaBuUNM B CCbINIKY, B Aanékune cnbupckme anebpmn, B ToT caMbii bepésos, ns
KOTOPOro AO0/DKHbl  6blsIN, MO NpUKA3aHUMIO UMMNepaTpuubl, BO3BpPaTUTb
ceMencTso MeHLWWMKOBA.

Moyt B TOT Xe caMbli AeHb, Korga [Jonropykux OoTnpaBuan B AanéKyr
CCbiiky, Bacunuin MaTtBeeBuY BbapAaTUHCKMI 06BEHYanNcs C KHSXXHOW AHHOWN.
CBaabby oTnpa3saHoBanu ¢ HebbiBasion MbIWHOCTLIO. CTapukn PyaHULKUE He
noxkanenu geHer, 4ytobbl Ha cnasy OTNpPa34HOBATb BE/IMKWUA, AABHO XAAHHbIN
O€EHb.

JOM PyAHUUKNX MOMOXUTENIbHO CUSA, OCBELUEHHbIN LeNibIMU COTHSIMU CBEYEN.
Cuann wn nuua 6ecyncneHHoro KonmyecTBa rocter, C BeCénbiM LWYyMOM
HanOJHUBLLUNX FOCTENpUUMHBbIE 3asbl. CUAIN 1 LA MONOAbIX, NepeXxmBLINX
CTONbKO TpeBor u 6eACTBMW, NOKa HakoHel cyabba cxkanunacb Hag HUMKU U
npueBena nx K MUpHOW NMPUCTaHM CEMENHOI0 CYacCTbS.

KHsaXxHa AHHa CHOBa noxopollesia, CHOBa pacuBesia, U no eé 0XWBNEHHOMY,
BECENOMY nuuy TpyaHo 6b1/10 yragaTb, YTO 3Ta Xe caMas Kpacasuua, Tenepb
C TaKOW nackoBoW ynbl6KOW pasroBapmBatollas C My>XeM, HECKOIbKO MecsiLieB
TOMY Ha3aj roToBusacb K CMEpTU U Bbirnsaena Kakon-Tto 61eaHON TeHbIO.

- Ax, Bacs, - roBopuaa OHa, NPUXWUMAasCb K MYXY BCEM CBOWUM CTPOMHbIM
TenoM, — HakoHeu-To [ocnoab Cxkanuncs Hag Hamu. NoBepulb, MHE MHoraa
KaXKeTcsi, YTo BCe 3TWU MocnefHune AHU — He YTO MHOE, KaK OTPaAHbli COH. S
6010Cb, YTO BOT-BOT COH OT/IETUT, pacKpoelb rna3a, — U CHOBa HacTynAaAT Te
Xe 6e30TpagHble MyKM, TO XXe rope, KOTOpoe 4YyTb He MNpUBENO MeHsa K
mMorune...

M oHa HeBONbLHO B34pOrHyna.

- MMonHo, ronybka, OTrOHM 3TWU ne4vasbHble MbIC/N... CKOpee HYXHO CUMTaTb
CHOM 3TO MMHYBLLUee BpeMsl, — nNporosopun bapaTtuHckuii. — Tenepb ANs Hac
HacTtynunm AaHu 6e306nayHoOro cuyacTtbsi, He 6yaeM xe OTpaBnsATb €ro
COMHEHUSAMU U ONACEHUAMM...

- A Tbl He ayMaewsb MHorga o JonropykoM... Tel He 6ouwbcs, 4To ocnoab

MOXeT HaKa3aTb 3a ero ybuincreo. — Beab y6uncrteo — 60nbLlION rpex, — TUXo0



3aMeTuna AHHa, onsaTb B34parveas.

BapsaTuHckun 3agyManca Ha MrHOBEHbe, MOTOM pPe3KO TPAXHY/ FoJ0BOW U
oTBETUN:

- Het, rony6ka, He 60t0Cb... 51 Bepto, 4TO Tak 6bIN0 CyXAeHO. MeHs, UMEHHO
MeHs bor Bbi6pan, 4Tobbl Haka3aTb 3TOro 4yefnoBeka, U a9 ero ybun. MeHa He
3a 4yTto lNocnoay kapatb. TakoBa 6bina boxbs Bons.

AHHa obneryéHHO B34O0XHY/Na M KPEenko roXxana CBOoer ManeHbKOW py4KoWM
ero pyky.

B 3TO Bpems Tosna rocren 3aweBenunacb, U K MOJOAbIM MNpuxpambiBas,
NoAowWén ctapuk bapsaTMHCKMA € NOAHLIM 6GOKanoMm B pyke...

- Hy, AeTkn, — ckasan OH, — Mblo 3a Balle 340poBbe... byabTe cyacTuBbl...
OH nogHéc 6okan k rybam, npurybun, HO TOTHAC e BOCKINKHYN:

- opbko! MNogcnactnTb He MewaeT!

A 3a HUM KN BCe roCTn, Beceno ynblbascb, TOXe 3aKpuyanu:

- ['opbko! lNopbko!

Bacunuin MaTBeeBMY HaKNOHUCSA K XXEHe W A0JrMM nouesnyem npunan K eé
pO30BbIM rybkam...

KoHewu,



