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Ocupomesuiee yapcmeo

Echm Métp I 6bin "peBontoUMOHEPOM Ha TpoHe", TO uapCTBOBaHWE ero BHyKa
npeacrasnseT cobol NonbiTKy BO3BpalleHMs K BpemeHam MockoBckon Pycu. Métp II
npeanoyYén NMHUI0 OTua, KasHEHHOro aeaoM. Hukoraa ewé sonpoc o 6pavyHoM corose
IOHOrO rocygaps He umen CTosib 60/bLLOro 3HAYEeHUS.

OT0 6bin 6yKBanbHO BOMPOC XWU3HW W CMEpPTU AN BAUATENbHbIX MNPUABOPHbIX
rpynnupoBoK. 2To 6bi1 M BONPOC O TOM, Kyaa nonaét aanbwe Poccus...

Boweawune B KHUIy Npou3BeAeHUs pacCKasbiBaloT O nepuoae uapcrteoBaHus leTpa
II, 06 yoaunmeom nnu HecyacTnImMeom cyabbe npeacraBuTENEn pa3HbiX COCIOBUNA.

YacTb nepBas
I

Crosan anpenb 1727 ropa. BecHa B TOM roay Hayanacb paHoO, B BO34yxe
BES10 TEnJoM, ApKoe CONHLe He cxoauso ¢ ronyboro HebecHoro ceoaa.
Ha ynuuyax MpaudHoro, coiporo [letepbypra 6bi10 Beceno, pagocTtHo. K
nogbesay 3MMHero JAsopua B pa330/I04EeHHOM KapeTe, 3anpsXXéHHoK
yeTBEpPKOM J0OpOrmvx nowajen, noabexan CBETNeuWwnn KHA3b AnekcaHap
JaHnnoBny MeHwunkoB, denbamaplan pycckux BOWCK, "mMonyaep>XaBHbl
BnacrenuH", "6anoBeHb cyabbbl cyacTaueBon", W ropaon, BennyaBou
NOXOAKOM MpOLWEéN no anapTtamMeHTaMm Asopua. HaxoauBlimnecs TyT MUHUCTPSI,
ceHaTopbl M reHepasnbl HU3KMMM MOK/IOHAMWU MNPUBETCTBOBAAM BCECUIBHOIMO
BE/IbMOXY, HO OH eABa yAoCTamBaa UX JIErKMM HaAK/IOHEHMEM FOJ10BbI.
PagpoM c nokoeMm, rae Haxoawnacb 6onbHas wuMmnepatpuua EkaTepuHa 1
AnekceeBHa, MeHWMWKOBa BCTPETWUN BuUe-KaHunep OcTepMaH. DTOT XUTpPbIN
BesibMOXa CyMesn noanagmtbCa K MeHWWKOBY M BblKa3sblBasl €My CBOK
Nnpu3HaTeNbHY0 NpeaaHHOCTb. Tenepb, HU3KO MOKJOHUBLUUCE AnekcaHapy
[JaHnnoBu4y, OH BKpag4MBbIM rOJI0OCOM NPOroBOPUN:
- Kak BoxzaeneHHoe 34paBue Ballen CBET/I0CTN?
- Kak snaunwb, 6apoH, 9 3a0posB 1 6oap, — oTBEeTUT éMy MEHLMKOB.
- HeckasaHHO pagytoCb TOMYy, Bawa CBETNOCTb; a Cynpyra Bawa,
AoctoyBaxaemas [apbs MmnxannosHa, Kak U3BoSUT cebs 4yBCTBOBATbL?
- Y10 el caenaetcs, 6apoH! A Tbl Nyylle CKaxu, Kak rocygapbiHa?

- E& BenunyectBo u3BONMIA MPOBECTUM HOYb B TPEBOXHOM CHe, — TUXO U



ornsAblBasiCb NoO CTopoHaM oTeeTun OctepMmaH. — OnaTb nosiBunacs 6pea.

- A Cc nenb-meamKoM OTHOCUTENbHO 60f1e3HM rocyAapblHW Tbl HUYEro He
rosopun? He cnpawwuBan, 4to 3a 60n1e3HbL?

- CnpawwuBan, Bawa CBeTNOCTb. — Npon3Héc OcTepMaH, a 3aTeM OCMOTpesncs
Kpyrom, oTBén MeHWMKOBa B CTOPOHY W YyTb /I He LWENOTOM Npoao/Kan: -
Mo cnoBaM nenb-megmka, wuMnepaTpumua CTpagaeT 310Ka4yeCcTBEHHOMN
ropsiuKomn.

- [opsiukon, Aa elwé 3no0KayecTBeHHOW? Beab oT 3TOM 60M1€3HU yMUpaloT, —
MEeHSSCb B nnue, NponsHéC MeHLWKNKOB.

- Tunwe, Balwla CBeT/0CTb, paan bora, Tuwe!

- [la Beab TYT HMKOro HeT.

- AX, Balwa CBeT/I0CTb, 34eCb Be34e eCTb YU 1 rnasa.

- 51 He poboK, rpad, MeHs He UCMYratoT YyXue yln 1 rnasa.

- Bbl - BepxoBHbI BefnbMoxa, 604TbCA BaM He4yero, a 9 - 4enoBeK
ManeHbKUNN.

— JTO TbI-TO — 4YesioBEK MasneHbknin? MNonHo, AHapen MBaHOBMY, He rynu...
He noi MHe na3aps. Beab s Tebsa aaBHO 3Hato... 8, 6paT, Tebs HaCKBO3b BUXY.
[Ja Tbl caM-TO HblHE BuAen SN rocyfapbliHI? — MeHAs pa3roBop, CNpocus
MeHLWNKoB.

- Kak e, Bawa CBeT/0CTb, MMen TOo cyacTbe, — otBeTun OcTepMmaH. — EEé
BE/INYECTBO M3BOMINIA CKa3aTb MHE, YTO YyBCTBYET cebs nyyuwe.

- CerogHsi, yacoB B BOCeMb Beuyepa, 6yab y MeHs, — cKasan MeHWuKoB,
HanpasBnsasiCb B MOKOM 60/bHON MMNepaTpuLbl.

A TaM Ha pPOCKOLLUHOM 10Xe A0XMBasna CBOM AHW KOPOHOBaHHasa uMmneparpuua
BE/IMKON PyCCKOM 3eMnuM, Hekorga npocrtas MapueHbyprckass MNOAOHSHKa
denbamapwana rpada LlepemeTteBa, Mapta Pabe, npuémbiw nactopa Mnioka.
FoCyAapblHSA nexana C 3aKpbITbIMW rNasaMu; NuMuo y Heé ropesio; CWbHbIN
»Xap, HECMOTPS Ha BCe YCUIUS AOKTOPOB, He OCTaBnsa 60/1bHON.

PagoM C KpoBaTbl rocydapblHM MnedyanbHO cuaena eé nwbumasa kamep-
dpennnHa; rnasa Monoaon aAeBywKku 6biin  3annakadbl. pu  BXoae
BCeCMNIbHOro MeHWwMKoBa OHa XxOTena BCTaTb, HO TOT MAHOBEHMEM pPYKU

paspewnn en cMaeTb U TUXOo cnpocun.



- BnaHo, rocygapblHA noymBaeT?

- KaxkeTcs, Balla CBETNOCTb.

— HeT... HeT... 9 He cnnto, He cnnto... Kakon CoH?.. Y MeHS M HOYbK HET CHa.
KTo 310 BOWEN? — cnabbiM ronocom cnpocmna 6onbHaa nMmnepatpuua.

- §... 4, Bawe Benm4yecrtso!

- A... O4YeHb paja.. caab KO MHe nobnuxe, AnekcaHap LaHunoBuy. A Tbl
noau: notpebyewbcs — NO30BY, — MNpuKasana rocyfapblHa CBOEW Kamep-
dpennnHe n, Kkorga Ta BbilWa, YKasana MeHWMKOBY Ha eé CTy/.

- Cagucb BOT 3pecb, AnekcaHap JaHunosny. Yto, HAaBeCTUTb MeHs NpuUWEén?
- 51 BaM, rocyaapbliHs, 340p0BbS MPUHEC.

- HeT, He 340p0Bbs MHE XAaTb, @ CMePTU; 9 CKOPO yMpy.

- Balwa XM3Hb HYXXHa OTe4yeCTBY, FOCYAapblHS; XUBWUTE AN CHACTbs Ntoaen
PYCCKMX, BallMX BEPHONOALAAHHbIX.

— [MonHO, KHA3b... NnonHo!.. OaHM cnosa... KoMy Hy)XXHa MOos XU3Hb? HaBepHoO,
BCe XAETe, Koraa s ybepycob.

- Yt0 BbI rosopute, Bawe Benmnyectso! Mbl Bce... Bca Pycb, MonuMm bora o
BalLeM 34paBumn.

- Xopowo, KHA3b... Cnacmbo, ronybumnk! B TBOKO npefaHHOCTb S Bepto. Ho He
B TOM Jeno... 3HaelWb M, KHA3b, KaKOW s Buaena CcoH?.. M COH TOT
npasavBbIv, BELWMN... XOYellb — paccKaxy?

- Pag cnywatb, rocyaapbliHS.

— Pacckaxy, paccKaxy... TOIbKO Aall MHE HEMHOro OTAOXHYTb... YCcTana A1...
ropopwunaa u ycrana.

B nokoe nMmnepaTtpuubl BOABOpUNacb TMWMHA. bonbHaa rocyaapbiHa fiexana
C 3aKpbITbIMW TrNasaMu; TSXKENble B340XM BbIpblBAa/IMCb U3 €€ BbICOKO
noabiMaBLUENCS Fpyau.

MeHWwnKoB, He cMesd HapywuTb 6e3Mmoneue, cumaen Mon4ya, 3aayMuyuMBO
OnNyCTUB CBOK BNactontobuByto ronosy. MbiCnm ogHa 3a APYron TyYMaHuUnm ero
rosioBy.

"Koraa He cTaHeT rocyzapbiHW, uMmnepatopoM 6yaeT nposo3rnawéH MMéTp
BTopol, a s nepBbIM CTaHy Yy ero TpoHa, uMnepaTop — OTPOK, OH HecrnocobeH

ynpaBiAaATb TaKunM 6onbWwKM LapCTBOM, U 4 CTaHy npasuTtesieM... HoO HyXHO



byaeT Kak MOXHO 6onee ykpenuTb CBOE MNOJIOXKEHWe, U ANs 3TOro eCTb OAMH
NyTb — MNOPOAHUTbL rocyaaps ¢ MOUM poAoM. KoMy xe u 6biTb, KaK He MHe,
camoMy 6/IM3KOMY K TPOHY BefibMOXe, TecTeM rocyaaps? Bo 4to 6bl TO HuU
CTasnio CBOK A04b 5 BblAaM 3a [leTpa M cerofHs e MCnpowy Yy rocyaapbliHU
cornacmsa Ha 3TO. 51 yBepeH, 4YTO corjiacme nocneayer v Aodyb Mos 6yaer
uapuuelo, Hasno MouMM 3aBuCTHMKaM. O, cyactauBas Mos cyabba, Kak Tbl
BbICOKO rMogHana ™MeHda!.. M3 NpoCTbIX MUPOXHUKOB S CTasl BCECWUJIbHbIM
MUHUCTPOM... M CKOPO, CKOpPO CTaHy npaBuTesieM BCero rocyaapcrsea... —
MeHLWKNKOB OT BOCTOpra rotoB 6bia ynblOHYTbCHA, HO, B3rfsiHyB Ha GONbHYIO
uMnepaTpuyy, noayman: - A 4TO, eCcnuM rocygapbiHs MonpaBuUTCH,
BbizgopoBeeT? O HeT, ropsyka — 6one3Hb TsHXKEnasi, He nepeHecTn en'.
YecTtonbueble MeuTbl Bnactontobua 6bi1n npepsaHbl FrOCyaapblHEN.

- KHA3b, Tbl 3pecb? — TUXO cnpocusa oHa. — [a? Kaxetrcd, s xoTena
pacckasaTtb Tebe CBOM COH, Tak?

— Tak TOYHO, rocyaapbliHs.

- Cnywan, kHa3b! CHuNoCb MHe, 6yaTO A CUMXKY 3@ CTOJSIOM, OKpYXEHHas
NpUABOPHbIMU, M Tbl 6bIN TYT, AnekcaHap JaHunoBu4y. 3a CTOSIOM Mbl BeCeso
pasroBapuBann. Kak BApPYr nosiBASETCA TeHb MOero rMOKOMHOro Myxa,
nmnepatopa leTpa... Kak cenyac Buxy, Ha leTpe oaexaa APEBHUX PUMNSH.
OH HWYero He roBopuT, @ TOJIbKO MAaHWUT MeHS pyKow. A 6yaTo BCTa M3-3a
ctona n ¢ 6onblwon pagoCTbld May 3a HUM. Bblwnu Mbl M3 asopua u oba
noAHANMNCb Ha BO3AyX. JleTuM BCE BblWe, Bbie, KaK Ha KpblibaX, K
obnakam... N cTtpawHoO MHe, U xopowo. bpocuna 8 CBOW B30p Ha 3eMNt0, U
aoyepen cBomx MunblX, AHOTY U Jlnzy, yBmaana. Obe oHM 6yATO OKpPY>KEHbI
60MbWION TONMOM Hapoda pa3HbiX HauWW. DTU AAN CNOpUAK, Kpuyann. MHe
CTano Xanb CBOWX Ao4yepen, S XoTena CnyCcTuTbCs K HMM, a caMma
nogHMManacb BCE Bbille, Bbiwe. Hy, YTO CKaxelb, KHSA3b, NP0 MOW COH?

- Mano nu 4YTo CHUTCA, rocyaapblHSA!

- HeT, KHA3b, 3TOT COH Bewmin! 3a MHOK CKOpPO MPUAET MOW MYX, BENUKUMN
nMmnepaTtop; s yMpy, CKOpO YyMpy, — C BOJIHEHMeM nporosopuna 6osbHas
nMnepaTpuua.

- YCnokonTecb, Balle BeIMYecTBo: BaM BpeaAHO cebs TPEBOXUTDb.



— Tenepb MHe BCE paBHO. Tbl KO MHe, AnekcaHap [daHwnosuy, No geny, Tak
roBopu.

- Bawe Benu4yecTtBo, Bbl YyXe W3BOAWAM N03aboTUTbLCS O HacnegHuke
npecrona?

- [a, na! 4 obbaBnsA HacnegHMKOM BHyKa MOEro nokomHoro myxa, letpa
AnekceeBn4ya. Ero otuy, 3aKOHHOMY HacC/legHWKY TMpecTosla pyccKkoro,
3/10CHacTHOMY UapeBudy Anekcel, He cyaun bor uapcreoBaTb, TakK MycCTb
x0oTb MEéTp uapcreyer.

- Ho, rocyaapblHsl, LapeBud MOJIOA4 U HE CMOXEeT yrnpaBnsaTb TakuM 60MbLLINM
LapCTBOM, — TWUXO, BKpag4yMBO M BMecCcTe C TeM TMOYTUTENbHO CKa3arl
MeHLWnKos..

— A Tbl-TO, KHSA3b, Ha 4TO Xe? Tbl N Apyrne Be/IbMOXW CTaHeTe rnoMoraTb eMy.
Tol 6ygewb rnaBHbIM NpaBuUTeneM.

TwecnaBHOMY MeHLNKOBY TONbKO M HY>HO 6b1s10 3TOro; OH €4ABa MOr CKpbITb
CBOK pafloCTb U NPUTBOPHO-MeYanbHbIM rOJI0COM NPOMONBUII:

- Tsokénoe, HenocunbHoe OpeMs KW3BOSIUTE BO3MIOXWUTb HA MeEHs, Balle
Ben4yecTBo!

- Tebe bor noMoxeT, KHA3b AnekcaHap daHunosuy!

- Ha Hero, EpuHoro, TONbKO W BO3naratw BCE CBOE ynoBaHue,
BCEMUIOCTMBENLIAA rocyaapblHa! — YcepAHO nepekpecTuBLNCb, MeHLWwnkoB
BCTan, NoAoweén K ABepun, NpuoTBopusl €é HEMHOro W, YBEPUBLIUCH, YTO B
cocefHeM 3ajsie HUKOro HeT, ONATb MJOTHO MPUTBOPW ABEpb, MNoC/e 4yero
onycTunca Ha KoneHnm npen 60nbHOM uMMNepaTpuuen W C  BOJSIHEHMEM
nporosopwn: - [loBepwute, rocyaapbliHs, CBOE 6narogesiHne W papywre
comnsBoneHue Ha 6pak uapesunya leTpa c Moeto goyepbto Mapuen.

— BOT yero Tbl xo4yewb, KHA3b! HO Beab 3TUM Thbl HaXuBéwb cebe HeMmano
BparoB W 3aBUCTHMUKOB, — 33a4yMUMBO OTBEeTW/Na rocygapbiHd. — CMoTpwy,
KHA3b! 3no6a pa 3aBMCTb MHOroe MOryT caenaTtb. Tbl BCE CTpPeMULLBbCA K
Benmumio... Tebe Bcero Mano.. CMOTPU, KHSA3b, HE PYyXHWU... Mo Apyxbe wu
pacrnonoxeHuto rosopto Tebe ato!..

- bor pacTt, MUMHYeT MeHs Takasa Taxénad ydacte! Beab ecnu Bbl, Bale

BENYECTBO, CBOMM UaApPCKMM C/1I0OBOM OCBATUTE 3TOT 6paK, TO nNpen HUM



OO/MKHblI 6yayT 3aMONKHYTb BCe rosioca 3aBUCTU M HepobpoxxenaTenbCTea.
Beab uapckoe c/ioBo - 3akoH. [la M ero BbICOYECTBO HacneAHUK-LecapeBny
HanAéT BO MHE W nNpeAaHHeKnwero cnyry, u NOUCTUHe poaHoro otua. Beab oH
6yneT MOUM 39TEeM, Ha3BaHbIM CbIHOM.

- dan bor, gan bor!l.. Ecnn Tak, To 9 cornacHa Ha 3ToT 6pak uecapesuya.
XpaHu ero, AnekcaHap LaHwnoBud, n 6yab eMy BepHbIM MOMOLUHWKOM B
Aenax npasseHuns!

MeHLWnKOB, ONYCTUBLUMUCbL HA KONEHWU, rOpSAY0 NouesioBan pyKy MOHApXWHU, a
OHa, YTOMNIEHHas 3Ton 6ecenon, OTKUHYMACh Ha NOAYLLKY M CMeXWuna rnasa B
nonyapeMore.

CyacTnuBbIM M OOBOJIbHBIM BEPHYNCA KHA3b MeHLWWKOB B CBOM AOM-ABOpeLl,
HaxoAMBLUMNIACS Ha BacnnbeBCKOM OCTpOBE.

- Hy, KHArMHIOWKa, pagymcs n Becenmcb, — Beceno CKasanl OH CBOEN XeHe,
nobpon un npasameon apbe MnuxannosHe.

My>X W >XeHa NpeacCTaBNsAAnM NPSAMYK0 MPOTUBOMNOAOXHOCTb: MeHWwnkos 6bin
CnecuB, 3aHOCYMB, KPYTOro HpaBa YesioBeK, BCHO CBOK XW3Hb CTPEMUBLUMNCS
K BNaCTM M MNOYeCTsSM, a ero XeHa oTanyanacb 6e3mepHoro A06poToHO0 U
CepAeyHOCTb0 WU MOJIHbIM OTCYTCTBMEM rOpAOCTM U Twecnasus. OHa 6bina
3aWMTHULEN M 3aCTynNHULUEN TeX, Ha Koro obpylmBanca rHeB e€ BNacTHOro
My>a, U MHOIMX Bbi3BOSIANa U3 6eabl.

- CKaxu, KHSA3b, 4YeMy paaoBaTtbCs? — C ynbl6KOW cCnpocuna oHa Tenepb
MyXa.

— A TOMY, 4YTO CKOpO Tbl byaelb LapcKkon TELLEN.

- Y10? YTO Thbl CKa3an? — MEHAAChb B MUe, BOCK/IMKHYIA KHATUHS.

- [oBOpto, 4TO Tbl Oypewb Téwen rocypaps. locymapblHa pana CBOE
cornacme Ha 6pak uapesuya lNeTpa c Hawen Mapuen.

- LlapeBuya [lleTpa, Tbl rosopuwb? [la pas3Be rocyaapblHa obbsaBuna ero
CBOWM HacneaHUKOM?

- [a, aa... FocyaapblHA cunbHO 6onbHa, 6e3HagéxHa, n a ¢ OctepMaHoM U
ApPYrMMKW TaK yCTpousa, 4TO mMmnepaTtpuua obbsaBuia HacnegHWMKOM Mpectona
BeNMKoro kHA3a MNeTpa Anekceesunya.

- Y10 Xe, 3TO Xopowo: uapeBuy [METp - 3aKOHHbIA HAcNeaHWK; eMy W



nogob6aer uapémMm 6biTb. TONbKO BOT 4YTO A cKaxy Tebe, kHA3b: B 6pake
uapesunya lNeTpa c Hawen AoYepblo 9 HE BUXY HUKAKOrO CYaCTbs.

- Kak Tak?

- [a Tak: y Tebs, AnekcaHap [aHuMNoBM4Y, M TaK BparoB Hemano, a Toraa
bynetr ewé 6onee.. [a m He napa Hawa Mawa uapeBu4yy, He napa: u
XapaKTepOM OHW He CXOXW, N BO3PAacTOM pas/iM4yHbl: Belb LapeBny-To — eLlé
OTPOK, a Hawa Mawa - 4yTb He HeBeCTa Ha BblAaHbe!

- He napa? [a Tbl C yMa cowna? — KPUKHYN Ha XXeHy MeHLWMKOB.

— OT TBOMX 3aTen, KHA3b, TOr0 M XAM, 4YTO C yMa conpéwb. OX, AnekcaHap
OaHunnbid, norybuwb Tbl cebst U HAC, HEMOBUHHbLIX, Norybuws! OCTaHOBUCD,
KHS3b, OCTaHOBUCL!.. N TO Tbl pganeko 3awésn... CMOTPWU, He oCTynucb. Ecnu
cebs He >xaneewb, TO XOTb AeTen-To noxanen! 3a HUX 9 ckopbnto. [eTok
HalWKMX HErNoOBUHHbIX He rybu, 3eMHO O TOM npowy Tebs, KHA3MHbKa! - WU,
ropbko nsava, Adapbs MuxannoBHa ONyCcTunacb Ha KOJIEHW npes CBOUM
HENpPEeK/IOHHbIM MYXEM.

- He npekocnoeb MHe, apbs! Tbl 3Haewb MO HpaB. [Jeno peweHo, U vero s
3axo4y, TO 1 byaeT; NATUTbLCSA Ha3ah S He ropasA.. HanpoaoMm Bnepén uay, —

rPO3HO NPOroBopmna MeHLWWKOB U Bblillen U3 ropHULbI.

II
Ho k1O e 6bin 3TOT MeHWwwukoB, oTKyaa OH B3anca? Kak oH nonan B
nobumusbl Netpa Bennkoro, ymeswero sbibupaTtb noaemn?
OToT "nonyaepxkaBHbin BnactenMH" wn 6anoBeHb cyacTbs, "AUTAS Moero
cepaua", Kak HasblBan ero Besimkui MNETp, 6b11 pOAOM U3 KPECTbsH; N0 OAHUM
CKa3aHuAM, OH — PYCCKWUI, NpaBoCnaBHbIn, npuwney u3 JIntebl, rae 6yarto 6ol
XWN ero otey, N0 APYrMM UCTOYHMKAM — ypoXeHel Bonru.
Mo obuweMy MHEeHUI0, COCTaBUBLUEMYCS eLlé npu XWM3HM MeHWuKoBa, OH
Npoucxoamn wn3 npocToNOAMHOB M B 3TOM OTHOLWIEHWUW COCTaBisAN B paay
rocyAapCTBEHHbIX PYCCKMNX vy 3aMeyvaTesibHoe NUCKNOYEHNE,
onuueTBOpsBLUee CTpeMmseHue [leTpa co34aTb HOBbIX AedTenen, He
CBSI3aHHbIX C 06WEeCTBEHHbIMM NpeaaHnsaMm cTapon Pycu.

Poanncs MeHWWKOB B LapcTBOBaHMe uaps Anekcess Mmuxawmnosuya, B 1674



rogy. Ero oteu 6bin 6egHbIM npocTtontoamHoMm. Korga AnekcaHap noapoc, otel
oTAan ero K 04HOMY MOCKOBCKOMY MUPOXHUKY, U ANnekcallka, Kak B TO BpeMs
Ha3blBann MeHWMKoOBa, CTan C JIOTKOM pa3ryavBaTb No MocKBe 3/1aTOrn1aBon 1
BbIKpUKMBaTtb: "lMuporn xopowu, ropsdu, C Mblly C Xapy — JAeHeXKa 3a
napy!" Anekcawka 6bln WyCcTpblil Manbymwka, 6onbwon 6anaryp, rosopun c
npubayTkamu, BbiKMAbIBAA OCTPOYMHbIe LWYTKU U 3TUM Npunobpén cebe MHOro
nokynaTtesnen. He Tak BKyCHbl 6bliM ero NMporn, Kak Becesbl U OCTpbl €ro
npubaytkn un 6anarypctBo. Kak-To pa3 emy npuwnocs uaTM MUMO AOMa
MHOCTpaHua JledopTta, B TO BpeMs yxe 6nn3Ko crosiBlero K 6yayuemy
BeniMkoMmy npeobpasoBaTtento Poccuun, 3Hakommsllero lMetpa AnekceeBuya C
6bITOM M BOEHHbIM YCTPOMCTBOM 3anaja. Anekcawka He noXasnen CBoero
ropna v Ctan rpoMKO BblKpUKMBaTb cBou npubayTku. JledopT cnaen y okHa;
3abaBHMK-ManbuMLLKA 3anMHTEpPEeCcoBan ero; OH Nno3eas ero K cebe B KOMHaTy "
cnpocun:

- Tbl ¢ Nnuporamun?

- C nuporamu, Bawa Munoctb. C Nbiy € Xapy - AeHexKa 3a napy! — 6o1ko
OTBETM ManbyuLLKa.

— A 4yTO Tbl BO3bMELWb 3@ BeCb JIOTOK C nuporamMun? — ynblbasicb, crnpocun
Nedopr.

— lMuporn npoaaxHble, a IOTOK HENMPOAAXHbIN.

- HeT, Tbl NpoAan MHe NOTOK C NMMporamu.

- Bbl, rocnoauH, Nnnporn Kynute, a 10TOK 3a4eM BaM?

- HyxeH, ecnn nokynato.

- HenpoaaxHbin; npogan Bam SIOTOK, Bbl, NOXanyn, caMmn nongére nnporamm
TOoproBaTb, a OT 3Toro 6yaeT M XO038MHY MoeMy YObITOK, Aa W MHe He
6apbiw, — HE MOPrHyB rnasoM NporoBopun Anekcawka.

NedopTt pacxoxoTancs.

- Tbl, Manbumnwka, MHe noHpaBuaca. Kak tebsa 3saTb?

- [on KpecTnn — Anekcawkown Ha3Ban.

— Xoyelb Y MeHs CNyXuTb, Anekcawka?

— OT4ero He cNyxXutb? MoxHo! A NnMporamMn KOpMmMTb MeHs byaelb?

- byay, 6yay; Tebe xopowo 6yaeT y MeHs XUTb.



- BOT 5 OT x03amMHa otonay u K Tebe, rocnognH NackoBblin, Npuay.

- Mpuxoaun, npuxoaun.

NedopT weapo 3annatmn MeHLWNKOBY 3a NMUPOru.

C 60NbLWION HEOXOTOM OTMYCTWU/T NUPOXKHUK ANeKCallKy, TakK KakK C ero yxoaom
Yy Hero npepbiBasca XOpoLwmnii 4OX0A.

Anekcawka crtan cnyron JledopTa; Ha HEM NOSABUICS KaM301 (PpaHLy3CKOro
NOKpOs, UIN NuBpEsl; OH CBOEN CMETNMBOCTbIO U BEPHOWN CNyx6oi npmnobpén
nwbosb K posepue JledopTa, KOTOpbIM 6blN O4YeHb AoBosieH 6anarypcTBoM
CBOEro cnyru-manbyuvka.

Pa3 uapb Métp yesmagan y JlepopTta Anekcawky; cmenble u 6olrikmue OTBETHI
rnocnegHero MNOHpaBW/IUCbL rocydaplto, M OH B35 ero K cebe. Anekcalwka
HekoTopoe BpeMss 6bl1 y uapsa npocTbiM nakeeM. OpgHako Métp I ymen
oT/In4aTb naen; oH nonwbun MeHwukoBa U 3anucan ero psgoBbiM B 4YMC/O
CBOMX MOTELLHbIX, HE MOCMOTPEB Ha TO, YTO MeHLWNKOB 6bl1 NPOCTONOANHOM,
a B MOTEWHOM MONKY MonoAble ConaaTtbl MOYTM BCe 6bln N3 ABOPSHCKOro
COCNnoBus.

"2T0 6bI1 NEpBbLIN War K BO3BbIWEHMIO MeHwWwwnKoBa, — nuweTt Koctomapos, -
HO BaXxHo O6bINO ANs Hero TO, 4YTO, CYMTasACb "noTewHbIM", MeHLKUKOB
HEeCKONbKO JfieT Npoao/kKan WCNonHATb 6anM3 uapckor 0cobbl AOMKHOCTb
KamepauHepa. MEéTp, noxacb cnaTb, Kfan ero y CBOMX HOr Ha nony. Torpa
ype3BblyanHas MOHATNNBOCTD, Nto603HATENBbHOCTb " 6onbluas
NCMOSIHUTENbHOCTb MeHWMKOBa pacnonoXuam K HeMmy uaps”.

MeHWnKOB yMen yroxaaTb LUapl W CTapancsa npeaynpexaatb ero
npuKasaHus; BCNblbYMBbLIN HpaB lMeTpa HepeaKo oTpaxancs Ha MeHWwuKoBse,
HO OH 6e3pOonoTHO M NOKOPHO NnepeHocnn un bpaHb, U nobown.

MNétp Bcé 6onee n 6onee npuBsA3bIBaNCa K ceBoeMmy nawobumuy, U TOT Hadan
NoNb30BaTbCA W3BECTHbIM 3Ha4YeHWeM; K HeMy CcTanm npuberatb C
X04aTancTBOM, NMPOCUAN ero 3acTynHu4yecTBa npea rocyaapem. Pasymeercs,
NpoCUTENM NPUXOAUAN K LLApCKOMYy NHO6MMLY He C MyCTbIMU pyKaMu.

Bo BpemMa BOWHbI C TypkamMuM MeHWMKOB 3a A30BCKMA MOXOA4 MONy4YuUn
oPnUEPCKUM UYMH, XOTS B ITOM BOMHE OH HWUYEM He OTNNYUACHA; OH 6bin

XVIprIVI, TOHKMW 4enoBek, — BCE, 4TO HpaBunNoCb Uapto, HpaBuiIoCb U



MeHLWMKOBY, M MOTOMY OH BMOJHE pa3fenun Mbicnb lMeTpa npeobpas3osBaThb,
nepecosaaTtb Pycb, BCE NnocTaBuUTb MO MHOCTpaHHOMY obpa3uy; oH 6bi1 Bparom
CTapuHbl U 6naroroBen npea AepXXaBHbIM npeobpa3oBaTtenem. Bce Te, KTO
NpUAEpPXuUBanNca CTapuHbl, HeHasuaenn MeHWMKoBa; HO 4YTO 3Haduna An4
Hero nx HeHaBucTb? JTrobun 6bI Aa anosan uapb.

Cneaytowmnn cnyyan ewé 6onee noMor BO3BbICUTbCS MeHwukoBy. Y
mMonogoro uaps 6b10 MHOro TalHbIX BparoB; OHWM COCTaBWUIW 3arosBop W
rotoBunun "rmbenb rocyaapto”. MeHLWMKOB OTKpbl 3aroBOp, U MPECTYNHUKMK
6bln cxBadeHbl. Tenepb [ETp cTan CMOTpeTb Ha CBoero nbuMua Kak Ha
nsbasutens.

Bo Bpemsa nepsoro nytewectsusa uapsa lNeTpa 3a rpaHuuy MeHwunkosB 6bin C
HUM HepasfnyyeH WU B yroay uapto cam pabotan TonopoM Ha Caapaamckon
Bepdu. OH Bblkazan 6onbwme cnocobHOCTM K KopabnecTtpoeHuto U Apyrum
peMécnaM, XOpoLlO Bbly4YUSICS HEMELLKOMY M roMNIaHACKOMY Si3blkaM U BO BCEM
cTapancsa yroamTb rocypapto. Besge m BO BCEM OH HpaBUACA CBOeEMY
BNacTeNuHy, pasfensn ¢ HUM Kn TpyAHble paboTbl No KopabnecTtpoeHwuto, u
Becénble nononku. o npuesge u3-3a rpaHuMuUbl Hadanacb pacnpasa Cco
cTpenbuamu, a Tam léTp 3aHancsa nepecosgaHneMm Poccuun: Havanocb 6puTbé
6opoa, pycckmin kadTtaH 6bi1 3aMeHEH HEMELLKUM KaM30J10M.

MNepBasa cynpyra uaps, EBOOKMA, npuBep)XeHHas CTapuHe, HeHaBuAeBLlas
MeHwwunkoBa, 6bina oTnpaBsieHa B MOHACTbIPb, X NOCNE 3TOro OAHWUM CUJIbHbIM
BparoM y Hero Craso MeHblle. MeHWMKOB, KOrAa-To YJM4YHbIA MasbyuuLliKa,
npoaaBeu-NMPOXHUK, Ternepb Yyxe 6bln reHepan-mManMopoM WM KOMaHAoBan
AParyHCKMM MOJIKOM.

B 1700 roay OH XeHuUNCAa Ha YyMHOW 6ospbiwHe [dapbe MwuxannosHe
ApceHbeBOW.

Hayanace BOMHa CO wWBeAaMW, W MOCAe CYACTIMBOro B3ATUSA KpPenocTu
Wnuccensbypr AnekcaHap OaHwnoBud  MeHwukoB  6bin1 nocTasfieH
rybepHaTopoM B3STOro y LIBEAOB Kpasi. 3a NOKOpeHue Kpenoctn HueHwaHy
MeHwwnkoB 6bin noxanosaH opaeHoM CBaToro AHapes NepBo3BaHHOrO.

"Bo BCE uapcTtBoBaHue [leTpa MeHWMKOB 6bl/1 rNaBHENWMM UCMNOSHUTENEM

3a4yLeBHbIX 3aMbIcnoB [eTpa no cTpoeHuto 1 3aceneHuto Metepbypra. HoBas



ctonuua obsi3aHa CBOMM CO3[l@aHMEM CTOJIbKO Xe TBOPYECKOM MbIC/IN rocyaaps,
CKOJIbKO [AesaTeNbHOCTU, CMEeTIMBOCTM W YyMeHbio MeHwwnkoBa", — rosoput
NCTOPUK.

NMocne HeckosbKUX yAadHbiX noben Hah weeAamMu, B KOTOPbIX MEHLIMKOB,
KakK KoMaHaup, npuHuMan 6onbwoe y4yactne, oH 6bin BO3BEeAEH B reHepan-
denbamapLuanb.

OpHako OH He 4yxa 6bin 1 3n0ynoTpebneHuin, NoNb3ysiCb AOBeEpUEM
rocyaaps, Haxusan 6onblimne aeHbrn, n He pas 3a 370 MNETp 6mn ero nankow
W Hanaran Ha Hero OrpoMHble wWTpadbl AeHbramMn, Hanpumep, wTpad B CTO
TbICAY YEepBOHLEB. MeHLNKOB BOSIEN-HEBONEN ynaaTua 3TOT wTpad, Tak Kak
rocygapb CTpoOro npecnefosasn Ka3HoOKpagoB. OAHakKo 3TO He OTy4yuno
MeHwmnKoBa OT NOOBOCTSXAHUA, U OH MPOAOSKAN rAe TONIbKO MOXHO 6bl1N0
M3bICKMBATb CNocobbl Ansa yBennyeHunsa csoero 6oratcrtea, a BMecTe C TeM BCé
6bonee n 6onee ykpennsan CBOKW BNacTb M Morywectso. [lyTb K 3TOMy
0CO6EeHHO WMPOKO OTKPbIICA AN HEro C MOMEHTa KOH4YMHbI NeTpa Benunkoro.
CtpaHHa cyabba 6bnarogetena MeHwwukoBa, ummnepatopa [letpa Benukoro.
BClo CBOK XW3Hb MOCBATMA OH MepeycTpoucTesy Poccun: yBNEKLINCH
3anagHbIMM HOBLUECTBaMKU, OH beccTpallHo noman yctonm Poccuun, npeanpuHsan
pedopMbl BCero eé 6biTa, HO He AOKOHYMS, HE YKpenwuna BCero HavaTtoro - y
uaps-paboTHMKA He XBaTUI0 BpEMEHM Ha 3TO, TaK Kak CMepTb npecekna ero
XN3Hb 28 gaHBapsa 1725 roga. YMupas, OH He ycrnesn pacnopsauvTbCs
Ha3HayeHMeM HacnegHuKa, a Mexay TeM 3To 6bI10 KparHe HYXHO.

Kak wn3BecTtHo, [étp Benukui 6bin XeHaT ABaXAabl: B NEpPBbIA pa3 OH
ceMHaguaTUIeTHUM tOHOLWEN, MO HACTOSAHUID MaTepun, xeHunca B 1689 roay,
Ha EBaokunn ®EnoposBHe JIONyXWMHOMN, U OT 3TOro bpaka y Hero poausncs CbiH
Anekcenn. Ho uapb, He BMAS B 3TON I>KEHLWMHE MOAAEPXKKM CBOUM
pedopMaTOpPCKMM HauMHaHMAM M He Nnbsa eé, yxe yepes3 rog Cran uUckaTb
NpUBSI3aHHOCTM Ha CTopoHe, a B 1698 roay uapuua EBaokmsa 6bina
nocTpum>xeHa u 3atodeHa B Cy3aanbCKkuin MoHacTbipb. [&Tp I BCceueno otaancs
rocyJapCTBeHHbIM JefiaM, a ero MJajeHeu-CblH Haxoauncs crnepBa Ha
nonevyeHnn csoen 6abkn HaTanbu KMpWUANoBHLI, @ NO CMepTN eé€ — y TETKU

HaTanbn AnekceeBHbl. Manbuuk 6bis1 OKPYXEH NnuaMm, npeaaHHbIMU CTapoMy



YKNa4y >XW3HW CBOEW poAMHbI, U nonydan nnoxoe obpasosaHue. [NpaBaa, K
HeMy 6bliM NpUCTaBieHbl APYr 3a APYroM ABa MHOCTPaHLA, HO TOJIKY OT 3TOro
6bi10 Mano. HakoHeu OH 6bl1 oTNpaBneH AN YCOBEPLIEHCTBOBAHMS
obpa3zoBaHus 3a rpaHuly, U TyT eMy Haln HeBeCcTy — npuHueccy LlapnoTtty
BonbdeHb0TTEeNbCKYO; C HEKO OH, MO HACTOSIHUIO OTuUa, coyeTancsa 6pakom 14
okTsa6psa 1711 roga, Nnpn4éM OHa OocCTasacb NHOTEPAHKOWN.

OpHako 3TO 06CTOATENbCTBO HUCKONBKO HE M3MEHWI0 B3rAs40B LapeBuya:
OH, CYEBEpPHO pennruosHbin, 6bi1 MPOTUBHMKOM npeobpa3oBaTenbHbIX
Ha4YMHaHMN CBOero oTua, M 3TO NOCEenuI0 pasaop Mexay Humu. B Hapope
CTano M3BeCTHO 06 3TUxX Hecornacusax, U NpoTuBHWUKM [MeTpa I cTapanucb
co3aaTb U3 uapesuya Anekces onnot ana cebs, BcneacTeuMe 4yero pasgop B
LapCKoM ceMbe cTan no4ysor aAnsg 60pbbbl nonuTUYeckmx naptui. Bmecte ¢
TeM uapeBud nioxo obpawanca ¢ cynpyron, cran obHapyXuBaTb
HenocnylwaHne, OoTBpalleHMe K 3aHATUAM U BEeCTU pasrysibHYK XXW3Hb.
HakoHeu, No cMepTu XeHbl, OH, 605Cb penpeccuit oTua, 6exan 3a rpaHuuy.
MéTtp nocnan 3a HUM [leTpa ToscTtoro n Anekcesa PymsaHuesa B Heanonb, n nMm
14 okTa6psa 1717 roga yaanocb YyroBOpuTb LAapeBUYa BEPHYTbCH Ha POAUHY.
MNétp Benuknin cenaencs c cbiHoM 3 deBpans 1718 roga v HazHaA4YUA Hag HUM
cya, MUWMB ero npas Ha npecTton. Bmecte co cBOMMU CTOPOHHMKAMK L@peBuY
Anekcen noaseprcs nbiTkaM U 26 nioHa 1718 roga ckoH4ancs.

Mocne Hero ocrtanuchb CbiH MNEéTp, poamsBwmnncsa 12 oktabpsa 1715 roga, n noyb
Hatanbs, poauBwasnca 12 uwonga 1714 ropga. Takum obpasom, Métp Bennkuin
MMeN 3aKOHHOro nNpojosiKaTens CBOero poaa v NpsAMOro HacnegHuka TpoHa.
OnHako OH 60s1Ca OCTaBWUTb MpecTon ManonetHemy u B 1722 roay wspan
yka3 "lpaBaa BOMM MOHapLwen", KOTOpbIM Uapk MNpefocTaBnsisioCb MNpaBo
n3bpatb cebe HacnegHumka xoTa 6bl M3 COBEPLIEHHO MOCTOPOHHUX NOAEN.
DTOT yKa3 MnosiBUSICS BCKOpe nocsie cMepTu CbiHa lNeTpa Benunkoro, uapesnya
Masna - "MaBnywkn-conaaTtyoHka", Kak Ha3biBan pebéHka nobusLlMA ero Ao
6onesHeHHOCTN oTeu. Co cMepTbio uapeBudya lMasna y lMeTpa He ocTaBanocCb
NPAMOro NOTOMCTBA MYXCKOIO nosia, n OH, 0O4eBUAHO, He Xenas BUAETb BHYKa
Ha npecTtone. B 0coO6eHHOCTM ACHO BbIpa3snioCb 3TO HeXenaHue B AHW arOHUKU

yMUpaBLIEro B MyKax Lapsi-umnepartopa. B nocnegHuii MOMeHT obneryeHus



OH npu3Ban K cebe CBOW A0Yb AHHY, MNOJSIOXWA €M PyKy Ha rosioBy W
TPACYWMMNCA pYKaMMU KoOe-KakK Hanucan Ha rpudenbHon pocke: "Bcé
oTaaTb"... Aanblle WAn Kapakynum, pasobpaTtb KoTopble 6b1s10 HEBO3MOXHO. HO
SAACHO, 4YTO OH XOTes WMeTb HacnefHULE YMHEHbKYK UapeBHY AHHY,
AOCTATOYHO 3penyto U NoAroToBEHHYHD, YTOObI 3aHATb LLAPCKUN NPEeCcTOo.
OnaTtb cyabba rotoBuna nHoe. Llapb MNétp Bennkuin ewé He Mcnyctnun CBOEro
nocnegHero B340Xa, a B COCeAHEM C ero ornoymBasbHen 3ase MeHLWwnKoB
npoBO3riacMn  MMnepaTpuvuerd  BCEPOCCUMCKOWM  Ccynpyry  yMupasluero,
EkatepuHy AnekceesHy. CobpaBlivecsas B 3ane Be/IbMOXW He OCMeNIUAuUCb
NOMTM MNPOTUB BpPEMEHLWMKA, Boweawero K HWUM B  COMPOBOXAEHWUMU
BOOPY>XEHHOro Kapayna MN3mMamnoBCcKux conaaTt U, KpoMe TOro, BbiICTaBUBLLENO
Ha nJowaan npea ABOPLOM BCe rBapAencKne nosku, B NpeaaHHOCTU KOTOPbIX
OH 6bin yBepeH. [lepBbiIMM Ha kKAMdy MeHwwukosa: "[a 3apaBcTBYeT
nmnepatpuua ExkaTtepuHa AnekceeBHa!" - oTBETMNM CoNAaTthbl, CTOSIb FPO3HO
B3BLUME TMpPM ISTOM HA Kapaysl, 4YTO BEJIbMOXW W 3HATb, WCMYyraHHble
CBEpKaHMEM LWTbLIKOB, ObICTPO MoaXBaTUAM 3TOT KAM4. PacckasbiBaloT, 4TO
KIn4 [OO0OHEccAa A0 cnyxa ymupaswero [letpa Benukoro, OH OTYasAHHO
3aMeTancsd Ha CBOEM CMepTHOM JlOXKe, 3aMaxasl pykKamu, U3 ero rpyamu
BblpBasINCb BOMNAN, KOTOPble 6bl/IN CAbIWHbI AaXe Ha naowaau.

NTak, nmnepaTtpuua EkatepuHa I AnekceeBHa BCTynu/ia Ha NMpecTosi eweé npu
XW3HW CBOEro uapcTBeHHoro cynpyra. lNpasaa, MNMétp Benukuii BCckope nocne
3TOro ymep, Ho dakT BCE-Taku ocTaértca dakToM. Ho nodyemy xxe MeHWMKOB
TakK cTapasics O BO3BeAeHMM Ha npecton BAOBbI [leTpa Benukoro? [Npexae
BCcero, MeHwunkKoB 6bl1 4YENOBEKOM OT HMUYTOXEeCTBa, nonaswum "B cnydyan"
ToNbKO 6narogaps lMeTpy. Bolwe yxe 6blN0 CKasaHo, Kak OH nonana B CAyrn K
uapto-rnpeobpasoBaTtento, KOTOPOMY OH MOHpaBuiacsa ceoen HeclabalHOCTbIO;
BCKOpe OH CTan HanepCHWMKOM uaps B SII060BHbIX NOXOXAEHMAX B Hemeukon
cnoboae. B aTOM NONOXEHMM HanNepCHUKaA, HUYEM He CTECHAEMOro U roTOBOro
Ha BCE&, MeHLWMNKOB OCTaBasiCa BCHO XWU3Hb. BO BpeMsi MaccoBoro ncrpebneHus
CTpenbLOB OH KOHKYPUpPOBas C IOHbIM LLApéM B UCKYCcCTBe pybuTb cTpeneukue
ronoebl. Korga Ha lNeTpa Haxoaunu npunagku n oH 6MNCa B KOHBY/IbCUSAX,

MEeHLNKOB JIOXWUACA C HUM B MOCTeSb; MYHMBUJMVICFI Lapb AepxXaJsica BO BpeEMA



npunagka 3a ero nnedyn. MeHwukos yTtonun noa LWnuccenbbyprom
aBcTpunckoro rpada KeHurceka, nwboOBHMKA ULAPCKON (HaABOPUTKMU AHHBbI
MoOHC, OH Xe wun3bun nankom aBCTPUMUCKOro nocna rpada bunbaepnuHra,
3amectutensa KeHurceka. Ho kpenye Bcero MeHWnNKOB aepxancs npu lNeTtpe B
Cuny TOro obCcTosTenbCTBa, UYTO OT HEro rnepewna K uapto MapueHbyprckas
nneHHuua MapTta Pabe, craBwas notom cynpyron [lleTpa Benukoro noa
nMeHeM EkaTepuHbl. DTa XeHWwMHa 6bina caMOM MOryLiecTBEeHHOW 3acTynom
MeHwwnkoBa npen [leTpoM, M oO4yeHb uvacto 6narogaps en MeHLWUKOB
otaenbiBanca nobosiMum TaMm, rae Mo 3akoHy crefoBasia CMepTHas KasHb.
Be33acTeHUMBO-HarNbI, >XaAHblA, KOPbICTHbIA, KaK BCE€  BbICKOYKM,
Hepa3bopumBbIM N HEYNCTOMNOTHbLIM B CcpeacTBax, MeHLWKOB BOCMNO/Ib30BasCs
MOMEHTOM, 4TO0bbl yKpenuTb 3a coboto 6e3rpaHuMyHyr0 BNacTb, U BO3BEN Ha
npecton EkaTtepuHy, 3Hasi, 4TO UCTUHHbIM nosBenuteneM éyaet oH, MeHLWNKOoB,
"KHA3b Mbxopckuin".

OH He obMaHynca B cBOMX pacyétax. EkaTepuMHa AnekceeBHa, XeEHLUMHa
COBEpLIEHHO HerpaMoTHas, K LapCTBOBaHWUIO He 6blia crnocobHa. lMNMpun Hen B
MNetepbypre aeHb 6bin obpalléH B HOYb, Aaxe YyTpeHHee 6orocnyxeHue
coBepwasnocb B Be4yepHuMe 4acbl. MeHwwukoBy 6bia nonHas cBoboaa
caMmoBfnacTHU4YaTb, Kak emMy 6bi10 YroaHo.

OnHako OH NMOHMMan, YTo mMmnepaTpuua EkaTtepuvHa HegonroseyHa, u, YToObI
yaepxaTbCca y Bnactu, obpatun CBOE BHMMaHME Ha KOHOro BHykKa [leTpa
Benukoro, uapesuuya [leTpa AnekceeBu4ya. IDTOT CblH HeCYaCTHOro oTua
BOCMUTbIBANCA NoA HabnaeHMeM HeMeLKOoro asaHTiopucta rpada AHapes
OctepmaHa, 6exxaBLero co CBOer poAuHbl M3-3a CTpaxa CMepTHOM Ka3HW 3a
ybuncrteo Ha ayanun. B Poccun oH caenan cebe kapbepy. lNocne cMeptu lMeTpa
I OH 0CO6eHHO BbIAENUNCHA U yuenen Aaxe npu HEBO3MOXHelwen 60apcKom
rpbi3He, Ha4yaBLIENCA HeMeaANeHHO Mnocne TOro, Kak O4YyTWACA Yy BNacTtu
MeHwwukoB. [lpotme MeHwWwMKoBa BbiCTynann [JOAropykosbl, AMpaKCUHBbI,
FonunubiHbl, LLepemeTeBbl, PenHWHbLI, TO eCTb Te npeacCTaBuUTeNn LPEBHUX
3HATHbIX aMWInK, KOTOpble AepXanu CTOPOHY Hec4yacTHOro uapesuya
Anekces leTpoBuya, n KoTopbix lMéTp Bennknii He ocMenuncs TPOHYTb BO

BpEMA YKECTOKOM pacnpaBbl CO CTOPOHHWMKAMW cBoero cbiHa. 3a [leTpa



AnekceeBunya 6bInM Takxe CECTpbl ero aeaa, uapesBHa Mapbs AnekceeBHa WU
haxe Hatanba AnekceesHa. Ho MeHLWMKOB onupancsa Ha conaaT v 6bia CUNEH.
OcTepMaH, HeCMOTpS Ha HOHOCTb lNMeTpa AnekceeBunya, NpoekTuposan ero 6pak
C oAHOM U3 uapeBeH-TETOK - Enusasetot. Takon 6pak ponyckancs B
NIIOTEPAHCKON LEepKBU, HO 6bl1 HEBO3MOXEH B MPaBOC/IaBHOMN POCCUNCKON, W
npoekT OcTtepMaHa 6bin OTCTaB/EH.

OanH n3 BenbMOX, KHA3b AMUTPpUA [ONUUbIH, CTaKHYNACS C MEeHLWWKOBbIM U
NpUHAN ero 6paydHbIf NPOEKT: BblAaTb A0Yb MeHWMKoBa Mapuio 3a uapeBuya
MeTpa AnekceeBuM4ya, a CblHA MeHWMKOBA XeHWUTb Ha AJoudepun [leTpa
Benukoro... MeHWWKOB C BOCTOProM YyxBaTW/CA 3a TaKyl KOMOGMHauumio,
obecneunBaBWyd eMy HaAONro HeOorpaHuUYeHHyk BacTtb. OAHOBpPEMEHHO
BEeNUKUN KHA3b TETp AnekceeBud 6bi1 06bsABNEH HacnegHWKOM npecTona.
Hezapgonro oo cmMeptn EkaTtepuHbl I npu cogencreun MeHwukoBa, OcTtepMmaHa
M HEeKOTOpbIX 4neHOB BepxoBHOro cosBeTa 6blJ10 M3roTOBMEHO AYXOBHOE
3aBelaHne uMnepaTpuubl, B cCuiy KoToporo otpok [léTp II ctaHoBuACa no eé
CMepTu uMnepaTtopoM npu pereHTCTBe M3 obenx uecapeseH, EnnzaseTbl u
AHHbI, My>Xa nocnegHen — repuora NoAWTUMHCKOro — U BepxOBHOro TamHoOro
coBeTa. MeHWWKOB MnocTapancsd M TYT YCTPaHUTb HEeyroAHblX emy JNuu: OH
3actaBun AHHY lMeTpoBHY C repuorom MosWTUHCKUM BbleXaTb 3a rpaHuvuy, wu,
TakmMm o6pa3oMm, NMpu HecoBeplUeHHONEeTUU uecapeBHbl EnnzaseTbl U MOSIHOM
nogYMHEHNN eMy u4neHoB BepxoBHOro coBeTa oCTanCcsa MNOJSHOMNPABHLIM
pacrniopsagutenem Poccuu.

B ynoeHun CcBOMM MOrywectBoM OH Mepectan cuYMTaTbCqd CO CBOUMMU
MPOTUBHUKAMN, U NPOTUB HEro BbLICTYNUIN BCeCUNbHble [JOSrOpyKOBbI U
AnpakCcuHbl U Hayvanu wuHTpuroBaTtb OcTepMaHa. VIMEHHO nocnegHun, Kak
Hanbonee 6nM3KMii K OHOMY 6yaylieMy uMnepaTopy, U CyMen NoBAUATb Ha
Hero TaK, 4YTo TOT CTajNl CKJOHATLCHA Ha CTOpPOHY [ONropykKoBbIX, TAroTACb

ornekoto 3apeasllerocd MeHwmnkoBa.

III
B no3gHuMi Manckmii Beyep B OFPOMHOM cajy, MpPUMbIKaBlEM K nanaTtam

KHS131 MeHLWMKOBA, C/blleH 6bl cAepXXaHHbIN pasroBop ABYX BOGNEHHbIX.



3T0 661K KHA3b ®énop [oNropykos M ctapwias Aodb MeHWwWMKOBa, KpacaBuua
KHshXHa Mapwus.

Kak B nanatax BCECU/IbHOIO BPeMEHLNKA, TaK U Ha ero ABope uapwuia HU4eMm
He Hapywaemas TUWWHA. MeHWNKOB MMen O6bIKHOBEHME pPaHO JIOXUTbCA WU
TaK Xe paHOo, YyTb He C neTyxaMu, BCTaBaTb; MPUTOM, KOrAa OH JIOXWICSA B
nocrenb, B €ero OFpoMHOM pAoMe BCE Kak ©6bl BbiMMpano, 3acTbiBaso.
MHOro4YncneHHble Cnyru KHA38 XOAWM Ha UbINOYKax, roBOpuan LWEMOTOM,
onacasicb, Kak 6bl He MOTPEBOXUTb KHSXECKOro CHa.

KHs>xHa Mapwusa, BOCnosib30oBaBWKUCL YAOOHbIM BpeMeHeM, Bbllwia B caj.
BpeMsa 6b1510 yCNOBMEHO; TaM A0XMAANCHA KHSXXHY Kpacasel oduuep PEnop
Jonropykos.

- HakoHeu-TO Bbl NpULWIN, KHAXHA! A 9 AAaBHO A0XUAAKCb BAaC, — paAoOCTHO
BOCKJINKHYN OH, — 6osblue Yvaca...

- beaHbIR, 9 3acTaBuia Bac XaaTb.

— O, KHSIXXHa, 3TO HMYEero He 3Ha4yuT B CpaBHEHWM C TeM, 4YTO S Chblwan
OTHOCUTEsIbHO Bac. Beab roBopsT... HE HblHYe-3aBTpa BaC 06BHABAT HEBECTO
uecapesuyal

- Bam aToro He xoTtenochb 6bl, Aa?

- YT0 3a BONpOC, KHsXXHa! BaM XopoLo n3BeCTHO MOE cepAeyvyHoe OTHOLWeHue
K BaM! 4YT0o6bl HasBaTb BacC MWIOW >XEHOU, H.. 9 HWU nNpea 4Yem He
OCTaHOBJ/OCh... 1 FOTOB Ha CMepPTb UATWU, TOTOB MYKY BbITEPNETH.

— DTOro COBCEM He HaAo, MUMbIN KHA3b, — C YNbIOKOK NpOroBopuna KHAXHa
Mapwus.

- BaM CMewWwHo, KHSAXHA, a MHe ropbKo, OYeHb ropbko. Beab Bac OTHMMaKOT Yy
MeHs! — neyanbHO nporosopwua JOsropyKoB.

— OTHUMAIOT, HO HE OTHSANMN.

- N OTHUMYT.

— 3@ KOro e Bbl, KHS3b, NpUHNUMaeTe MeHsa? S — He pebEHOK... y MeHs eCTb
cBosi Bond. MNonoxuM, 6bITb Lapuuen o4YeHb 3aMaH4YMBO, HO S HE B OTUA, He
TwecnaBHa. W coeTyio BaM ycnokouTtbcsa. Lapuuen s Hukorga He 6yay,
HuKorga. Bce 3aTen Moero oTua KOH4YaTCs HMYEM, NOBEPLTE MHE.

- O, ecnu 6bl Tak 6bIn0!..



- Tak n 6yaet! Xaute, KHA3b, cyabba ynblOHETCA HaM.

- [loporasi, Mmnas KHs>XHa, Bbl JapuTe MeHS TakuM cyactbeM! — U monogomn
KHSA3b CTan C XXapoM LesioBaTb PyKM y Kpacasuubl Mapun.

- N 310 cyacTtbe, MoxeT 6biTb, 61M3Ko... Aa, Aa'.. A 3Hat0, 4YTO BCe 3aTeu
OoTuUa AO/DKHbI CKOPO pas3pyLUNTbLCA: LapeBU4Y Ha MHE He XXEHUTCH, 9 YBepeHa B
3TOM, M Toraa, KHa3b ®ERop, Bbl CTAHETE NPOCUTb Y MOEro oTua corsacus Ha
6pak co MHOIO.

- YBbl, 3TOro cornacuva a4 He nonydyy. KHasb AnekcanHap [aHwWnoBuY He
6bnarosonutT KO MHe W eaBa JIM pelnTCs Ha3BaTb MEeHS CBOUMM 34TeM, — C
rny6okmnm B340X0M nporosopun ®éanop Jonropykos.

- MoK oTeu He pacnosioXXeH K BaM, 3TO npaBAa, HO S CyMel MNOCTaBWUTb Ha
CBOEM: oTey NbUT MeHSA 1 peaKo B YEM OTKa3blBaeT MHe.

JoNnropykoB M KHsXXHa Mapus CUNbHO YBNEK/INCb CBOMM pa3roBOpoOM U He
3aMeTu/IN, YTO 3a HUMU AaBHO creawnsa rnapa 4YbMx-To rnas.

- O, ecnn 6bl Bawmn cnoBa COHbIMNCL, MUIAs KHSXHA! — MbINIKO BOCKIMKHYN
Jonropykos.

- OHn wn cbyayTtca, TONMbKO Hapno TepneHuve. Beab s He HpaBAKCb
uecapeBunyy, oH nsberaer MeHs, HO 1 06 3TOM HMUCKOJIbKO He CoXaneto.

- Munas, poporaa kHsxxHa! — N [JonropykoB CTan C >XapoM LenoBaTb PyKuU
Mapuu.

B 3T0 BpeMsa B KyCTax KTO-TO 3aweBenuncsd, u BAb6NEHHble 6bICTPO
OrNIAHYINCb.

Mpea HUMKU CTOSN CaM KHA3b MEHLWMKOB, C IMLOM, NCKaXXEHHbIM 3N106010; ero
BbiCOKas, cyTynoBatas dwurypa 6blia HECKONIbKO COrHyTa, OAHOW PYKOWM OH
onupasncsa Ha TpOoCTb, @ B Apyron gepxan nucroner.

- KHa3b! - HeBONbHO BbipBanocb y ®énopa ljonropykosa.

- [a, KHA3b... YTO, rocnoauH nopyuduk, He xaan, He ragan? He B Mepy xe
cMen Tbl 1 aep3ok! — 3a4biXasiCb OT FHEBA, NPOroBopus MeHLWnKOB.

- §l... 9 B Ballen BNacTU, KHA3b, Bbl BOJIbHbI AeNaTb CO MHOK, YTO XOTUTE.

- [a, na, a9 BoneH ybutb 1ebs, HO 9 3TOr0 He caenar, He MOTOMY, YTO XKanek
Tebs, TBOKO MOMIOAOCTb, @ MNOTOMY, YTO HE XO4Yy Orfacku.

- BaTiowka, — npepbiBas 0TUA, NPOroBopuia KHsxxHa Mapus.



- Monuatb! - 3arpemMen Ha ao4yb MeHwwukoB. — CTynam K cebe: pasroBop C
TOo6OW Yy Hac byaeT nocne.

— XOpoLwlo, HO npexae 4YeM yUTU OTCloaa, 9 AO0JIKHA CKasaTb BaM, 4To bt
KHA38 ©®é&énopa, — onpaBMBWINCLE OT MUCNyra W HEOXWAAHHOCTW, CMeno
nporosopwuia Mosoaas AeByLlKa.

- YT10 Xe, nobuTb ero Tbl BOJSIbHA, HO TOJIbKO XEHOK HUKOraa He byaewb... A
Tenepb CTynam K cebe B ropHuuy W NOXWUCb cCnaTtb.. 3aBTpa S C Tobom
NnoroBopio.

- Hapgetocb, 6aTiowWwiKa, Bbl HUYEro AyPHOro He caenaeTe KHA310?

- Ecnu Tbl He ynaéwb, TO 9 MO30BYy NOAEN U MPUKaXy BbiTaWuUTb Teba u3
cagpa.

OTa yrposa noAencTBoBana Ha KHSXHY Mapwuto.

- 10 cBnagaHus, KHA3b! A He roBopto BaM "npowante"”, Tak Kak, HaaewCb, Mbl
CKOpoO yBuamMmcs. 3Hante, ntoboBb K BaM COMAET TONIbKO CO MHOM B MOruny, -
M, CKasaB 3TO, KHSXHa He cnewa nowsa u3 caga.

- Hy, Bawa CBeT/IOCTb, CKaXwuTe, 4YTO Bbl HaMepeHbl AenaTb CO MHOK? -
CNokonHo cnpocun ®énop Aonropykos y MeHLWwmnKoBa.

— Tbl 3TO, KHA3EK, cenyac y3Haelb; TO/IbKO CKaXu npexae, Kak Tbl nonan Ko
MHe B caa? Yepes 3abop, uto nm?

— 3a KOro Bbl MeHs NnpuHUMaeTe? A He BOp, YT0bbl Yepe3 3abop nasnThb.

- HeT, Tbl BOp, BOP...

- KHA3b! — 6eweHO KpUKHYN Mosoaon [ONropykoB, MEHSSsCb B JiMue W
6bICTPO BbIXBATUB M3 HOXeH cabnto.

- B HOXHbI cabnwo, Manbuuwka! Tbl 3abbln, 4to 9 - denbaMapwian
POCCMNUCKNX BOMCK! 3abbln, YTO MHE HMYEero He CTOUT CTepeTb Tebsa C nuua
3emMnn... Cenvac B HOXHbI cabnto! — KpUKHy MeHLKWKOB.

- Y6enTe MeHsl, KHS3b, €C/IM BaM HYXHa MOS XW3Hb, HO He ockopbnsnte
NOCTbIAHbIM MPO3BULLEM, — TUXO MPOMONBUA [ONrOpPyKOB, BKAaAbiBasi CBOK
cabnio B HOXHbI.

— A 5 NOBTOPSAtO, Thbl — BOP AEBUYbEN YECTU.

- OwwubaeTtecb, KHA3b! A Nob6AO KHSXKHY Maputo, N6 CUNbHEE XU3HU, HO

Ha eé yeCTb He nocaran.



- [oBonbHo! Cnywan Mo€ pelleHne: ecnum Tbl Xo4elb UuenbiM 6bITb, TO YTObbI
3aBTpa xe Tebs He 6bino B MNutepe. He To He MMHOBaTbL Tebe Cnbumpu!

- Kyna 9 go/mkeH exaTtb?

- Kyaa xouyelwb, ToNbKO nogansue ot MNutepa... 4 nownto Tebs Ha KaBkas.
"YexaTb Ha KaBka3? PaccrtaTbCa C MWUIOW KHSXKHOM? HeT, 9 He Mory, He
mory", — nogyman [JOnropykoB 1 He COBCEM TBEPAbIM rOI0COM MPOroBOpUII:

- Ha KaBka3s g He noeay, Balwla CBET/I0CTb!

- Ha KaBka3 He noepewb, Tak B Cubupb nporynsewbcs... Boibupan, uto
6nmxe n yto ana Tebsa nydwe! TonbKo Xanes TBOEro otua, KHa3s Bacuniusa
Nlykunua, g Ha KaBka3s Tebsa otnpasnsto... [NoMHM 370!..

- [1anTe MHe XOTb Tpu AHSA cpoka! S aonkeH cobpaTtbcs.

- Hun ogHoro gH4!.. 3aBTpa Tbl Bblegewb Ha KaBkas... 5§ K KoMaHAyoLweMy Ha
KaBkase reHepany MuUTIOWKMHY MPUrOTOBKD MUCbMO, Tbl CBe3éWb ero n Tam
ocTaHewbCcs... Cnbiwmnwb? A Tenepb cTynam!

Monoaomn KHA3b Hanpasuacs 6blno U3 caaa.

- MocTon, s cam nNpoBoOXy Tebs, — NnporoBopua MeHWNKOB 1 NOWEN M3 caja
psaoM € [10NropyKOBbIM.

OHKM BbIWAM Ha ABOP M MOAOWNMN K KanuTke; nocnegHsast bbia HeCKObKOo
npuoTBopeHa. MeHWMKOB, NPOBOAMB HE3BAHOIO FOCTS, NOAOLWEN K CTOPOXKe
M MOCTy4asn B OKOHLUE.

Ctopox Hukuta, gpoxa BCEM TenoM, LWaTasiCb, BblWen U3 CTOPOXKKM M ynan
Ha KOJIeHU npej CBOUM roCrnogmnHOM.

— CKOMbKO, nykasblli pab, B3sn Tbl ¢ [loNropykoBa AeHer 3a To, YTO BryckKasn
€ro Ha ABOp B Heypo4yHOe BpPeMs? — NPO3HO CpOCu/T MEHLWMKOB y CTOPOXa.

- KHA3b noXanoBan MHe LenKoBbIi, — BCXIUMbIBasi, OTBETU TOT.

- Moanein xonon, 3a UENKOBbIM Tbl Mpogan cBoero rocnogumHa! 3n,
ABOpPELKOro Ko MHe!

- {1 3pecb, Bawa CBeTNOCTb, — pabonenHo u3rmbasicb, OTBETUN TONCTbIN,
KpYrnbli, C N"yHOObpa3HbIM NMLUOM ABopeukuin HnkaHop CaBBuu.

— CTopoXxa co BCcen ceMbEN Ha noceneHbe! YTobbl 3aBTpa Xe ero He 6bI10 Ha
MOEM paBope!

- byneTt ncnonHeHo, Bawa CBeTN0CTb!



- MpogoaxxHoMy xonony HeTt nowaasl! - WU, cepanto nporosopuve 3TU C/10Ba,
MeHLWMKOB HarnpaBW/ICa K CBOEMY ABOpLY.

[BOpeuKnii Ha NOYTUTE/IbHOM PacCTOSIHUM CnefoBan 3a HUM.

— TOpHMYHYIO AeBKYy ApULLKY ofeTb B MOCKOHHbIM capadaH, OCTpU4Yb KOCYy M
OTNpaBuUTb B MOK CUOMPCKYHD BOTUYMHY, B CKOTHWULUbI... MOHSAN? — B CaMbIX
ABepsax agsopua obpatuicsa MeHLWNKOB K CBOEMY ABOPELIKOMY.

- ByaeT ucnonHeHo, Bawa CBeTNOCTb!

OTO pacnopshkXeHue KHA351 OTHOCUTENbHO ApuHbl 6bl1I0 BbI3BAHO TEM
06CTOATENLCTBOM, 4YTO Ha Heé [ABOpeuKkuMr YyKasan Kak Ha nocobHuuy
CBMAAHUN KHSOXKHbI € JonropykoBbiM. HukaHop CaBBMY ewé HakKaHyHe
BblCNeann, 4to ApuHa nepejasna Kakyk-To 3arnncKy CTOPOXY; 3TO NOKa3anocb
€My noAO3pUTENbHbIM; OH nNpocneauMn Ha CheayllwMi AeHb 3a Hew wu
CcTopoXeM M, ybeaMBLUNCb, UYTO KHSXHA [AENCTBUTE/IbHO HaxoAWUTCA Ha
CBMAaHMM ¢ [JonropykoBbiM, nocrnewwnn pasbyamtb KHA38 MeHwwukoBa. ToT
CNyCcTUNCa B can, YAOCTOBEPWSICSA B CrnpaBensIMBOCTM AOHOCa ABOPELKOro wu
KpYyTO pacnopsagumnca kKak ¢ oboumMm BAKOOGMAEHHBIMW, TaKk U C FOPHUYHOM
Apuwen n co crtopoxeM. OH C TakuMM Xe YyAOBONbLCTBMEM NpeanpuHSan Obl
KpanHe KpyTble Mepbl MPOTUB BO3MOO/IEHHOr0 CBOEW [o4yepu, HO 34ecb
NPULLIOCL €MY HECKOJSIbKO COKpaTUTbCs — BeAb 3TO 6bl1 He cMep Kakomn-
HMbyab, a npeacrasuTenb 60raTtoro M BfIACTHOrO B TO BPEMSA poAa KHsA3eun
JonropykosbiX.

KHa3b ®énop [onropykoB 6bl1 CbIHOM M3BECTHOrO B TO BpeMS BeSIbMOXMU
Bacunusa Jlyknua. MNonyuyms xopowee obpasoBaHue, OH MO BOAE mMmrnepaTtopa
MNeTpa Benukoro 6bin ANa yCOBEPLEHCTBOBAHMUSA B HayKax B 4Mcne MOnoAbIX
ABOpsH oTnpassieH "B HemeTumHy". lMpobbiB Aonroe BpemMs 3a rpaHuuen, oH
BepHyncs B Poccuio pa3sBuTbiM, 06pa3oBaHHbIM MOSOAbIM 4YenoBekoM. B To
BpEMS YyXe uapcTBoBana cynpyra senukoro lNetpa, EkaTtepnHa AnekceesBHa.
KHa3b Bacunuin Jlykndy coBeTtoBan cbiHy ®EQopy CNyXUTb NMpu ABOPE, HO He
nexano y TOro cepaue K npuaBopHon cnyxbe; oH Bbibpan BoeHHOe nonpuuie
N CKOPO AO0CNYXMUNcs A0 odULEPCKOro YnHa.

Kak-To Ha npuaBopHoM 6any kHa3b ®Enop yeuaen godvyepen MeHwukoBa u

nonobun ctapwyto, Mapuio. OH cTan 4yacTto 6biBaTb CO CBOMM OTLIOM U OAWNH Y



MeHwwukoBa. KHaruHa [Hapbsa MuxannoBHa NackoBO BCTpedana bnecrawero
MONo4oro reapaenua, eé podepu Toxe. OcobeHHo xe Dépop [onropykos
Npou3Bén BMneyaT/ieHMe Ha CTapwyl KHSXHY, Mapuio, n BCKOpe OHM oba
nonbwnn apyr apyra, Ho Npo CBOK /1t060Bb HUKOMY HE FrOBOPUJIN.

Tonbko oaHa KHArMHA MeHLWWKoBa pgoraAbiBasiacb WM pagoBasiacb CHACTbHO
CBOEN fouyepu, Tak Kak KHA3b ®éaop JonropykoB 6bia XXEHUXOM 3aBUAHbLIM:
Beab 6oraTblii, ApeBHMIN U 3HATHbIN po4 JonropyKoBbiX 6bls1 U3BECTEH BCEM.
KHase ®énop ayman 6bi10 yxe nocBataTbCa 3a KHSXHY Mapuio, Kak BApyr
OTHOWeHna Mexay MeHWMKoBbIM W ero OTUOM M3MEHWIUCb W CTanu
HaTAHYTbIMKU, TaK Kak KHS3b Bacunnii Jlyknd 4eM-To He yroamn BCECUSIbHOMY
MeHwwukoBy. Bonen-HeBonenm MonoaoMy KHA310 [ONropykoBy MpULLNOCH
OT/TIOXNUTb A0 BPEMEHWN CBATOBCTBO.

A TyT nowén cnyx, 4to MeHWNKOB 3agyMan BblAaTb CBOK A04Yb Mapuio 3aMyX
3a uecapesudya [leTpa AnekceeBu4ya M 4YTO Ha 3TO NOCMeAOBanNo corsacume
CaMou rocyaapbliHMU.

Ta)keno 0To3BasioChb 3TO U3BecTne Ha BOBNEHHOM KHA3e; ®énope. OH xoTen
NpoBEepUTb 3TOT CNYyX, HO AN 3TOro eMy Heob6xoaMMO 6biN0 YBUAETb KHSKHY
Mapwuio.

OagHako NpsAMo UATM B AOM K MeHLWNKOBbLIM Tenepb [o/ropykoB He MOr — ero,
noxasnym, n He NpuHanM 6bl. HO BnaeTb CBOKO BO31HO6SEHHYIO, FOBOPUTb C
Heto eMy Hago 6bi10 BO 4YTO 6bI TO HM CTano. M BOT OH, NOAKYNMB ABOPOBOIO
cTopoXa MeHwwunkoBa HWKUTY M FOpHUYHYIO Apuwly, aobunca ceuaaHusa Cco
cBoer Bo3ntb6neHHOM B cagy NO34HUM BeYepoM.

YBbl! BntobnéHHble 6blnn  3aCTUrHYTbl CaMUM  KHA3eM MEeHLWMKOBbIM, U
MonogZoMy KHA3 @®énopy BoOnen-HeBONEM NpPULLIOCbL MNPOCTUTBCA C
MeTtepbyprom n exaTb Ha KaBka3s, Tak KakK OH XOpOLWO 3Has, 4TO OXuaaeT
OC/YLWHWKOB BOIM MeHLWKnKoBa.

MpayHbIM, C TAXENbIM YyBCTBOM, BEPHY/ICS MOSIOA0N YenoBeK CO CBUAAHUSA B
AOM CBOEero oTua; HecMoTps Ha NO34HWM 4Yac, OH BCTPETUT TaM HECKONbKUX
rocrten, csomx poamyen. B kabuHeTe Bacunua Jlykmya cobpanucb nodTtn Bce
JonropykoBbl, @ B unucne ux M KHA3b Bacunuin Bnagnmuposud [JONropykos,

YMHENLWMNN YenoBeK, YeCTHbIA, npaBAMBbLIA; HECMOTPS Ha 3TU peakue



KayecTBa, OH A40JIr0e BpeMs Haxo4usiCs B onase, KOTOPYH, NO HAroBopy 3/biX
nogen, 6e3 BCAKON ero BWMHblI HanoXwn Ha Hero umnepatop Mértp I. Korpa
BE/IMKMIM Uapb-npeobpa3oBaTenb CKOHYancsd, Bacunun Jlyknmy nonan B
MUNOCTb K wuMnepatpuue EkaTepnHe AnekceeBHe, CTan MNo0/b30BaTbCS
pacrosioXXeHneM BCECUSIbHOro BpeMeHlWMKa MeHWKnKoBa M ToT4yac Xe cTan
Xo4aTancreoBaTb 3a CBOEro poauya - onasbHOro KHA3s Bacunus
Bnagumuposuya. 210 eMy yganocb: ¢ Bacunua Bnagummmposuya 6bina cHATa
onana, 4acTb OTMMCaHHbLIX B Ka3Hy MMeHWW Oblna BO3BpalleHa eMy, U eMy
6b1510 403BONIEHO XUTb B eTepbypre.

Bce lonropykoBbl N1t061MnmM 1 yBaxanum CBOEro yMHOro u npaBanmBoro poanya
M BO MHOIMMX C/ly4asix cripalimeanu ero coBeTa.

N Tenepb ®épop [onropykoB oyeHb ob6pagoBasncs, yBUAEB B 4uCne rocremn
KHA38 Bacunusa BnaauMupoBu4ya, M pelunna nocoBeToBaTbCs C HMM. Bbibpas
yAO6HbIN MOMEHT, OH 06paTUCH K CTapuKy':

- Ffonybunk, aaas, nomaémte KO MHE B KOMHATy: MHE HaAo MHOroe BaMm
pacckasaTb.

- Monaém, ®énop, Mbl TYT NIULWLHMKE.

- Y10 Bbl rosopute, bpatey Bacunun Bnagnmmposuy? Bbl HE SINWHWUA; Mbl
BCerga pagbl caywaTb Bac, — C NErkMM ynpékom npoMosBUN KHA3b Bacunui
Jlykny, oTpbiBascb oT 6eceabl CO CBOMMU pPOACTBEHHWKAMW, MNOCBALWEHHOM
Xryyemy Ans HUX BOMNPOCY O BAMSHUWM NpPU MMNEpAaTOPCKOM ABOpe — Bedb
uMnepatpuua ExkatepuHa I 6bina npu cMepTn, Ha NpecTton Ao/mkeH 6bin
BCTYNMUTL oOTpok Tlérp II, BocnuTtateneM KOTOPOro COCTOAN OAUH U3
JlonropykoBbIX, KHA3b Anekcen puropbeBndy, a bamxanwmm ero gpyrom 6bin
CblH nocnegHero, KHA3b MiBaH Anekceesunu.

OaoHako cTapuk B OTBET Ha 3To npousHéc: "W, nonHo!.. YTO OT MeHs,
yenoseka MpULLAOro, 4yXoro 3aecb y Bac, B lNutepe, Tonky ansa Bac?" — a
3aTeM 06paTuUNCs K NNEMSAHHUKY :

- Hy, ®eans, Bean MeHsa Kk cebe...

KHa3b ®énop, ycaams Bacunma BnaguMupoBmya B CBOEM KOMHaTe B MSArkoe,
MOKOMHOE Kpecno, pacckasan BCE noapobHO npo cBow NboOBb K Ao4vepu

MOJIHOBJTACTHOrO MeHWMKoBa, a TakXe He yMos4ana U O TOM, Kak MeHLKnKoB



3acTan ero B cagy ¢ Mapmen n 4yto NOTOM NPOU30LLIO.

Co BHMMaHueMm Bbicnywan Bacununi BnaaMMmpoBud pacckas CBOero
BNOBNEHHOIO NJIEeMAHHUKA M 3aTeM CKasas:

- Mnoxo peno, ®eansa, nnoxo!.. Tebe Hapo ckopee ybupaTtbca mn3 MNutepa, a 1o
Tebs camoro kKak pa3 ybepyT B KpenocTtb, a He To U B Cubupb... MeHLINKOB
3071, MCTUTENEH U He Nbut, 4yTobbl KTO-NMHBO CTOSN eMy nonepék AOpPOoru...
Cwnbér, paspasuTt! Tenepb ero BpeMs, ero BfacTb, XO0Tb U HEHAAOTO.

- 944, Bbl roBopute "HeHanonro"? PasBe MeHLWMKOBY YTO yrpoXaeTt?..

- Ero nornbenb HeusbexHa.. N 3Haewb, 4TO norybut MeHwwukoBa? Ero
cobcTBeHHOe 4yecTontobue, ero HeHacblTHasa ropabiHa. Ha BCé cBowm npepen
nonoxeH, a MeHWWKOB Aaneko rnepewarHyn vyepes 371oT npegesn. OH BbICOKO
noaHsCA, U NO3TOMY ero nageHue 6yaet sennkoe. OgHako He 3a MeHWMKOBa
MHe 60nbHO, ®ens, a 3a TBOEro oTua U 3a APYrux Hawnx poanyen: Bellb OHK,
He co3HaBas, uAayT Mo NOXHOMY nyTu... Cnaea, noyectn, 6neck - BOT 4TO
npenbliaeT UXx, N pagu 3TOr0 OHW OCTaBWUIN UCTUHHBLIA NyTb! OHWU CTpeMATCcH
OOCTUIHYTb BepLMHbI BNactu, HO 60tCb, Kak 6bl He copBaTbCs UM C 3TOWM
BEPLUWNHBI.

- Tak Bbl, 4a45, COBETYyeTe MHe ye3xXxaTb? — cnpocun ®énop Jonropykos.

- [la, 1 4eM ckopee, TeM nyyuie!

- Ho Beab A nwbnwo, ropsayvyo NwbA KHSXHY Mapuio, U OHa MeHS ToXe
nobur.

- OcTtaBb ckopee 3Ty nwbosb, ®énop, nHadvye oHa norybut Tebs. Beab Thbl
3Haewsb, A0Yb MeHWwnKoBa He HblHYe-3aBTpa 6yaetr obbsABNeHa HeBeCcToMm
uapesuya leTpa. Yero e Tbl ewé xaAéwb? Ye3xan, rnoka ectb BPeEMSA; He
AyMan conpoTmMBAATLCS MEHWMUKOBY, MOMHWU: OH MokKa ewé - BAacTesnH,
MOryLEeCTBEHHbIN, BCECUbHbIN, N 6OpOTbCA C HUM — Be3ymue.

- Munbii, nobpbl AaAs, Kak MHEe HWM B60NbHO M HU TSXKENOo, 9 nocneayto
BalleMy CoBeTYy. A yeany, cerogHs xe yeay.

- [a, na, Toponuce.

Monoaoi kHA3b ®énop [ONropykoB B TOT Xe AeHb yexan Ha KaBka3. OH
NPpUHYXAEH 6bln caenaTb 3TO, MHAYe eMy He MMHOoBaTb 6bl 6onbwon 6easbl.

A cnycTta HecKo/IbKO AHen nocne 3TOro CTapwada godb MeHLWwWMKOBa, 3TOro



"6anoBHA cyabbbl", 6bina obbsABNEeHa HaApe4YEHHOK HEBECTOM HacneaHuKa
pycckoro npecrtonia lNeTpa Anekceesuya, ABeHaAuaTUIETHEro oTpoka.

Bectb 0 TOM, 4TO A04Yb MeHWMKOBA He HblHYe-3aBTpa 6yaeTr uapuuero
PYCCKOM 3eMNM, NoBepria B yXac BparoB n HepobpoxenaTtenen MeHLWNKOBA,
KOTOpPbIX Y Hero 6bi10 6onblioe nsobunuve. NMpoTmB Hero CoCTaBMACSA 3arosop,
B KOTOpbIM Bownu Toncrton, bytypnuH, rpad Lesuep, CkopHsikoB-lucapes,
AnekcaHgp JlbBoBuMY HapblWwKKMH, KHA3b WMBaH AnekceeBundy [lo/Iropykos
(nobumen uapeBuya [lleTpa), reHepan AHapen YWwakoB W Apyrne; K HUM
NPUMKHYN U repuor MNoMWTUHCKUA.

Llenbto 3arosopa 6b1710 BO 4TO 6bl TO HM CTano noMewaTb H6paky BesIMKOro
KHSA38 C pgodepbd MeHWwMKoBa. 3aroBOpLUMKKM  AyManu noh npeasoroM
BOCMUTaHMUSA CMNpoBaguMTb BESINKOINO KHA3S9 3@ rpaHuly, a TeM BpeMeHeM
CKNOHUTb wuMnepaTpuuy EkaTtepuHy HasHauuTb HacnegHuuen npecrona
uecapeBHy Enmsasety. OgHako 3aroBop O6bl1 OTKpbIT, M 3aroBOPLIMKOB
NOCTUINO CTpPOroe HakasaHue. [eBuepa, nocne nbiTKM BblAaBLIErO
COYYaCTHMKOB, U TONCTOro JINWNAN ABOPSIHCTBA U UMEHUN U 3aTeM COCNanu:
nepsoro - B Cnbupb, BToporo — B Conosku; CkopHsakoBa-lncapesa, nuwns
UMHOB, ABOPSHCTBA M MMyLECTBA WM HaKas3aB KHYTOM, OTNpaBW/IN TakKXe B
CCblIKYy; HapbiwkuHa v byTypauHa, nMwuMB YMHOB, cocnanun Ha 6e3Bble3gHoe
XWUTbE B AepeBHIO; [onropykoBa v YWakoBa, KaKk MeHee BUHOBHbIX, MOHU3UIN
YMHAMU M onpeaenmnn B Nonesble NoJKK.

epuyory MonWTMHCKOMY BOJSIEM-HEBONEN MPULIIOCL CONTUCL C MEHLWNKOBLIM,
KOTOpPbIN B TO BpeMs 6bl1 MOYTU MNOAHOMpPaBHbIM MNpaBUTENEM roCyAapcTBa,
NOTOMY 4YTO MMnepaTpuua EkaTepuMHa Haxoaunacb nNpu cmepTtu, a BepXxoBHbIN
COBET, COCTOSIBLUMM U3 BEeSbMOX rocyaapcrBa, genan BCE, 4ero xoten

MeHLWnKoB.

v
N3BecTne o Kape, HanoXeHHOM Ha KHa3s WMBaHa [donropykoBa, rnyboko
nopasuno uecapesuya lNMeTpa Anekceesnya
LlapeBnuy B TO BpeMsi UCNOJIHUNOCb TOMIbKO ABEHaAUaTb NeT, HO OH Ka3asncs

CTapwle CBO€ro BO3pacTa. MonHbIN, CTpOVIHbIVI, BbICOKOro pocCta, C au1uoM



XXEHCTBEHHO-6€enbIM, C npekpacHbiIMM ronybbiMKM rnasamm, OH 6bl1 O4YeHb
Kpacue u npusnekaTtesnieH. O6bl4HO 3TO 6bis1 XKMBOW, BECENBIA MasnbuuK, HO B
nocnegHee BpeMs Kasancs oCobeHHO nevasibHbIM.

- Tbl rosopuvwb, BaHA, HaM HaZo paccTaTbCA? — C rNybOKMM B340XOM
NPoOM3HEC OH, obpawasacb K KHA310 [JONrOpyKOBY, MOCETMBLUEMY €ro Ha ero
nosoBMHE BO ABOpPLE.

- Heobxoanmo, uapeBund! MeHs, no Bone denbamapliana, NepeBoaAaT U3
Metepbypra.

- N BCé 2T0 KHA3b MeHwunkoB? OH? [la? Ox, 35104 OH, HeJobpbin... S nongy K
HEMY M CTaHYy NpPOCUTb, YTObbI TE6SA OCTaBMAM CO MHOIO.

- N He npocun, uapesuny!.. Hnyero He BbiNpoCULLb, 6oNbLUEe TONIbKO 03106ULb
ero.

- BaHAa, NnpnaéT e To Bpems, Korga s 6yay npukasbiBaTb MEHLWNKOBY, a He
npocuTb ero? byaeT e Koraa-HMbyab KOHeL ero BNacTBOBAHUIO N cune?

- byaeT, uapesuny, 6yaeT; TONbKO HAAO BbKAATb BpeMS...

- Korpga a 6yay uapém, Torga He gaMm BnacresoBaTb MeHLWMKOBY.

- Tnwe, uyapesund, Tmwe! Y MeHwmnkoBa Be3ae eCcTb YLK U rasa.

- 1 HacnegHWkK npectona u MeHwwnkoBa He 60KCb, — C LAPCTBEHHbIM
AOCTOMHCTBOM nporosopwun MeTp.

- Tebe n He cnep 609TbCA €ro, HO CO MHOK OH BCE MOXET caenatb...

- Tbl U NpeacTaBuTb cebe He MoOXelb, Kak s He nbnw MeHWwMKoBa U ero
aodepu Mapuw.

- A KHsXXHa Mapusa obbsBneHa TBOen HEBECTOM, LapeBuny.

- Kakada oHa mosa HeBecTa? OHa cTapwe MeHs. OTO MeHLWWKOoB 1 rocyaapbliHs-
6abylwka 3anyMann XeHUTb MeHs Ha Hel. Ho XXeHUTbCS Ha KHSXXHe Mapun s
He Mory; BeAb 1 He nbnto e€. BoT Bbi3gopoBeeT 6abyluka, 9 Tak U el CKaxy.
3Haw, 4YTO rocygapblHa HEBONUTb MeHs He byaeT, OoHa aobpas, mMunasd... A
BeAb Yy MeHs ecTb Apyras 6abylwka? — nocne HEKOTOPOro pasayMbst CpPOCUI
MNéTtp y AJonropykosa.

- EcTb, uapesnu.

- ['ne xxe oHa?

- [laneko, B MOHacCTbIpe... — YK/IOHYMBO OTBETUN LapeBuyy MONOAOWM KHA3b.



- KaxeTcs, 3BaTb eé EneHon?

- [1a, uapesuny, a npexae 3sanun Eesgoknen ®EQopoBHON.

- Kak e OHa B MOHacTbipe o4yyTunacb? 3adem? Llapuua — n B MOHaAcCTbipe?
Bcé 3TO Kak-TO CTpaHHO... A nea MOW, MOKOWHLIA MMMepaTop, >XXEeHWICS Ha
Apyron - Ha TenepewHen Moen 6abywke. Bcé 310 NS MeHS HEnoHSATHO. A
cnpawmuBan y AHApess MBaHOBM4Ya, M BOT 4YTO OH oOTBeTWUa MHe: "Koraa
BblpacTeTe nobonblue, LapeBuy, BCE camMn y3HaeTe". A 9 Xo4uy ceryac 3HaTb.
YTO 3TO 3@ TaMHCTBEHHOCTb? BaHsA, Tbl He 3Haewb M  4ero-nmbo
OTHOCUTENIbHO Moen 6abywkn EneHbl?

- HeT, 4 HuWyero, HU4Yero He 3Hat, Huyero!.. — yknoHwunca [Jonropykos OT
NPAMOro oTBeTa Ha TakOW OMNacHbIM NO TOMY BpeMeHu Bonpoc. — Ho npoctu,
uapesndy!.. XpaHu tebsa bor, a MHe nopa. N He noexan 6bI, 4a BeNnAaT.

- BaHda, He e3aun, ronybumk! A ynpowy MeHwnKoBa, oH Tebs ocTaBuT, -
Hayan 6bI10 UecapeBMY, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOMHAaTy 6bICTpO BOWEN ero
Bocnutatene OcTepMaH M ApoXalMMm TroJIocCOM, CO Cfe3aMu Ha rnasax,
MpOroBoOpwuII:

- LlecapeBuy, cneaymnte 3a MHO. EE nmnepatopckoe Bennyectso EkatepuHa
AnekceeBHa KOH4YaeTCH.

Mpn 3TOM M3BECTUW LAPCTBEHHbLIA OTPOK M3MEHWNCS B NMUe, W Ha rnasax y
Hero nosaBunucb cnésbl. OH Monya B conpoBoOXAeHuM OcTepMaHa U KHA34
NBaHa JlonropykoBa HanpaBwuacs BO BHYTpEHHUE anapTaMeHTbl
uMrepaTpuubl, OAHAKO YyXe He 3acTtan eé B XuBbIX: OHa 6 Maa 1727 roaa
TUXO CKOHYasnachb.

B ABepsAx KOMHaTbl, rAe CKOH4Yasacb rocyAapbliHd, uUecapeBuya BCTpPeTu
MeHLWuKnKoB; OH 6bln1 6neaeH, U ero rosioc Apoxasn, Koraa oOH NPOU3HEC:

- Umnepatpuua EkatepuHa AnekceeBHa B bo3e nouwmna. CornacHo Bone
noYuMBLUEN MMNEpaTpULUbl, @ TakXe 4ieHOB BepxoBHOro TamHoro cCoseTa, Bbl,
Balle MWMMNepaTopCcKoe BeMYecTBO, 3aMMETe npecTon uapen pyCcCKuX.
MpueeTcTBYlO MMNepaTopa leTpa BToporo! — npeknoHss KoneHu npen CbiHOM
3n0cyacTHoro uapesuya Anekces [leTpoBu4ya, TrpPOMKO MPOU3HEC KHA3b
MeHLWWKOoB.

FpoMKoOe n eanHoaywHoe "ypa" pa3nanocb B LAPCKUX YyepTorax.



MeHLWmnKOB B35/ MMNepaTopa-oTpoKa 3a pPyKy M BbiBen ero B 6onblion 3an,
rae cobpanuncb BbiCcllee AYXOBEHCTBO, CEHATOPbI, FreHepanuTeT U NpUABOPHbIE
YMHbI, U NpeACTaBuIT UM KOHOIo rocyaaps.

- Mogonaun, rocynapb, K OKHY M Mnokaxu ceba congataMm v Hapoay, — TUXO
obpatuncs oH 3atem K eTpy, NoKa3sbiBasi EMy Ha OrPOMHOE OKHO.

Ha nnowaan oKoNo ABopua CTOsS/SIM BOMCKA WM MHOXECTBO Hapoaa.
NMnepaTop-OTPOK MNOAOWEN K OKHY WM C MWUAOM YNblbKOW CTan KaHATbCA
conpgartaMm n Hapoay.

Pazganocb ornywmnTesibHOe U A0Aro He cMosikasliee "ypa".

OHbIN  rocyaapb 6bl1 B3BOMIHOBAH — 3TWU  TOPXECTBEHHblE  MUHYTHI,
CBUAETEeNbCTBOBaBWIME O BO3BEAEHWM €ro Ha BepLIMHY BbiCLIEN AOCTYMHOM
YenoBeKy Ha 3eMJsie BnacTn, CMyTUIN OTpOKa.

- bpat!.. MNMeTpywa... Munbin!.. — pasgancsa nosagn rocyaaps NpuUSTHbIA ronoc
€ro CecTpbl, BE/IMKOW KHsDKHbl HaTanbu AnekceeBHbl, KoTopas 6blia Ha rog
cTaplle CBOero BeHUueHocHoro 6parta.

- Hartawa... Mmunas...

Métp kpenko 06HSAN CBOK cecTpy; OH 6bl1 B3BO/IHOBAH, Ha ero rnasax
BUAHENNCb CNésbl.

- Tbl, lMeTpywa, Tenepb - rocydapb Haa Bcew Pycbio. Ha Tebe nexwur
BeJINKas OTBETCTBEHHOCTb... Tebe Taxeno 6yaeT ynpaBnsaTb rocy4apCcTBOM.

- MHe Bbor noMoxeT, cecTpuua; y MeHs 6yayT onbiTHble PyKOBOAUTENU W
MOMOLLHMKMU.

- MMepBbIM BaWMM pyKoBOAMUTENEM W MNOMOWHWMKOM, rocyaapb, byay 1, -
BC/IYWWMBAsAICb B pa3roBop, MPOUCXOAMBLUMMA Mexay 6paTtoMm K cecTpoto,
CaMoyBepeHHO nNporosopuna MeHLWKWKOB.

- Bbl, KHS3b? — 6biCTpO cnpocun  TéTp, cCTapasscb CKpbITb  CBOEé
HeyA0BOJ/IbCTBUE.

- [a, Bawe BenmM4yecTso, Ha TO 6bISI0 XKenaHne NOKOMHOMMMNEepaTpULbl.

— Xopowo, KHA3b... f... S... NOCTapaloCb BbIMNOAHUTb 3TO XenaHue. lMonaém,
cecTpa, NOKNOHUTbLCA TeNy Hawen NoKonHon 6abyliKknu-nmnepaTpumubl.
NMnepaTop-0TpOK, NPOroBOpUB 3TU C/I0Ba, BOLWEN C CECTPON B KOMHATy, rae

CKOHYasiaCcb rocyaapblHA, WU MNpPeKNoHWUN KoJsieHu npen eé TenoM. Benukas



KHS>KHa nocsiegosasia ero npumepy.
Bcé, vero xaxaan MeHwnkos, Tenepb 6b1710 4OCTUIHYTO. OH CTan 4YyTb SN HE
MOJIHOB/IACTHbIM BJIACTE/IMHOM HaZA Bcew Pycblo, pereHTOM rocypapcrsa.
BepXxOBHbIM TaWHbIA COBET He OorpaHuymBasn ero BnacTu. YneHbl coBeTa
6ecnpekocnoBHO Aenann To, 4YTo XoTes MeHWWKoB, 1 rope 6bi10 TOMY, KTO B
yém-nnbo He cornawanca ¢ HMM. Ero cnoeso, ero nocnaHue 6bL10 ANs BCex
3aKOHOM.

Cpasy e no KOHYMHEe uMmnepaTpuubl MeHLWWKOB rnokKasas CBOK BJlacCTb, MU
HEeKOTOpble pOAOBUTbIE BEIbMOXW MPUHYXAEHbl 6bSIMN MOKUHYTb HE TOJIbKO
ABOp, HO n MeTepbypr. MNpexae Bcero MeHWMKOB NocTtapancs oTAannTb OT
uMmnepartopa lNetpa II JonropykoBbiX, U 4N9 3TOro U3 Asopua nepesés IHOro
nMmnepaTtopa B CBOM HOBbIM POCKOLUHbIN AOM.

Mértp He nwbun MeHwwnkosa. [la n Mor nn oH NbUTb YenoBeka, KOTOpPbIN
caenan Tak MHOro 3/1a ero NoKOMHOMYy oTuy, uapesuyvy Anekceto? C 6onbLion
HeoxoTon exan MNMéTp B AOM BpeMEHLUMKA.

- AX, HaTawa, Kak B CCblIJIKY nay s B 40M MeHWnNKOBA; HEHABUCTEH OH MHe,
[a W O0OM ero, N ero Ao4b, MO HeBecCTa, TaKXe HEeHaBWUCTHbl, — TUXO CKa3a
OH, paccTaBasiCb C CECTpoMu.

- A exaTb Tebe, lNeTH, Haao.

- [a, Hago... Ho a9 ckopo, HaTawa, cCHOoBa BEPHYCb BO ABOpeEL, TOJ/IbKO YyXe He
TakuM, Kak Tenepb yesxar M3 ABopua, — 3Ha4YMTeNIbHO NMOCMOTPEB Ha CecTpy,
NpOroBOpWSI UMMepaTop-oOTPOK U KPernko obHAN eé.

- MoepemTe, rocygapb, BCE rotoso, — Toponun MeHwwukos leTpa, — B M0oéM
AOMe, rocydapb, BaM CKy4yHO He 6yaer. 4 M MO ceMbsa nocTapaemcs
AOCTaBUTb BaM BCSKOe YyAOBOJbCTBME. Mbl BCe Tak Bac nwbuM, a B
0COH6EHHOCTM MOS CTaplias A0Yb.

- Bbl gymaete? - 6bIcTpo cnpocun MéTp y MeHwunkosa.

- 51 yBepeH, rocygapb.

MeHLWNKoB BUAEN N CO3HABas, YTO ero Ao4db Mapusa He HpaBuUTCA rocyaapio;
HO 3TO He Mewasno eMy HaJesTbCs, YTO OH CTaHeT TeCcTeM mMmneparopa.

"Torga a 6yay Ha BbicoTe Bennuuns. O, Toraa Bce Mou Bparm 6yayT TpenetaTb

npego M™MHOK, W BNaCtb MOA 6y,qu TOorpa Heotbemsiemal 4 - TecTb



nMmnepaTtopa. M Bo 4To 6bl TO HX CTano 9 AOCTUINHY 3TOro", — Tak pasayMbliBan
MeHWNKOB [0poror, cuas B POCKOLWHOW KapeTe psaoM C MMMepaTopoMm
MeTpoM, KOTOPOro OH BE3 B CBOW A0M.

YBbl! Ero Bparm, BO rnaBe KOTOpbIX CTOSAM [ONropyKOBbl, He ApeManu u
AesTeNlbHO MoAroTOBASANM CNOCo6bl K CBEpPXEHUD ero. MNyTb ANs 3TOro y Hux
6bin — KHA3b MBaH [onropykos, K koTtopomy [Métp II 6bin 4ype3Bbl4amHO
npuBsa3aH. XOTS uMmnepaTtop v 6bi1 BpEMEeHHO pa3ny4éH Cco CBOMM nobumueM,
HO [1oNropyKoBbl HE TepsiaM HaAeXAbl Ha TO, YTO OH HAaCTOUT Ha BO3BpalleHnmn
K cebe KHHA3s VBaHa AnekceeBMya, a TOraa BHOBb SBUTCA ANS  HUX
BO3MOXHOCTb BO34€MCTBOBaTb Ha MOHapXa-oOTpoOKa B XefaTesibHOM ANst HUX
HanpaB/eHnNn, U, HaKoHel, A0BUTbLCS HU3BEPXKEHUS BCECUIbHOIro AnekcaHapa

JdaHunosuua.

Vv
- YTO 3TO, KHSXWY, Tbl HEBECEN, YTO CBOK OYMHYIO rOSIOBYLIKY NoBecun? —
Beceno rnporosopwua J1ésywka XpanyHOB, NoAxoAd K CBOEMY 3a4yLIEBHOMY
npuatento, KBaHy AnekceeBudy [loNropykosy, cuaeBlIEMY 3a CTO/IOM B
TaBepHe, YTO Haxoaunacb Ha "npocnekTe", 6113 pekn Hesbl.
DTa TaBepHa HasbiBanacob "Por usobunusa", n eé copepxan Hemeu Kapn
LUnmmepmaH. OHa B TO BpeMsa urpasia HEManOBaXHYIO pOJib: B HEEé C uenbio
KyTexen cobupanacb BCA 3HaTHas MONOAEXb, a Takxe n oduuepbl. Kapn
LUuMmMmepMaH yMmen noTtpadnsaTb CBOMM BbICOKOPOAHbLIM FOCTSIM, U 30/10TO M3
KapMaHoOB rocrten, nocewaswunx "Por msobunusa", nepexoamno B 6onblune
KapMaHbl yroa/inBoro HeMua.
Monogon KHa3b MBaH [JonropykoB yacto 6biBan y LiuMMepMaHa B TaBepHe U
OCTaBnsn TaM  MHOrMoO JeHer Cco CBOMM  ToBapuweMm, oduuepom
MNMpeobpa)keHCKOro nosika XpanyHoBbIM.
- A, Jlésywka, 340poBo! — mogHMMasa rosioBy U paayscb NpuxoAy ToBapulia,
NPOMOJIBWJT OH.
- [a c 4ero Tbl, VBaHywkKa, ronoBy-TO CBOK OMNYyCTUN? — Mepecrnpocun y
ToBapuwa oduuep Jiésywka XpanyHoB. — C MeHWMKOBbIM He Noaaaun, 4To

nn?



- Y10 MeHWwunkKoB? He cTpalweH OH MHe, J1éBal

- Tl NpaBay rosopuwb. MBaHywka, 60aTbca MeHwukoBa Tebe He cneg.
MpotmB Hero y Tebsa eCTb 3alUMTHUK, MNOCUIbHEN W MOryLlecTBeHHee
MeHLwwuKoBa.

- Tbl Npo rocygapsa ropopuvwb? Tak A0 Hero MeHs Tenepb He AO0MycKatoT.
MeHLWwuKnKoB K cebe yBE3 rocyaaps U CTepexeért ero kak uepbep. Hy aa aBocb
HeHaponro. METp-To AnekceeBWY CUIBHO MeHS NbUT M, HaBepHO, CKOpO
npu3oBét Kk cebe! [la n BNpsAMb, KTO Jy4dlle MeHs ero nosBecenuTb Aa
no3abaBuTb MOXET? DX, ckopen 6bl 3TO cay4ymnocb! Y nocMeémcs Mbl TOoraa
Hag Anekcawkom!

- Tnwe, MBaHylwKa, 4TO Tbl KpuUumwb? Y MeHWKUKOBA Be3de eCTb yWu u
rnasa.

- [1an TonbKo nogpacTyn mmnepaTtopy, oH o6pybut y MeHwmnkosa gonrme ywm
M BbIKOJIET ero He B Mepy 30pKue rnasa.

- Ox, MBaHywka, c Tobol Kak pa3 Haxuséwsb beny Hemanyto. Tebe xopowo -
y Tebs, roBopto, ecTb 3actyna. A 3a MeHs KTO 3acTynuTca?

- A 9-T0? 3abbin Npo MeHsa? MeHWMKOBY XOTeNocb ycnaTb MeHs u3 lNuTtepa
Kyna-Hubyab noganble, a He NpuLaoch.

- MMnepaTtop 3actynuncs 3a 1ebsa?

- [a! MeHWnKOB 3a4yMasn XeHUTb rocyaaps Ha CBOEN Ao4Yepu, HO 3TO eMY He
npuaétcsa, — nocMaTpuBas U3 MNPeaoCTOPOXHOCTM MO  CTOpOHaM, TUXO
MpOroBopws KHA3b MBaH.

- Kak He npuaéTtca? [a Beab KHsXXHA Mapua AnekcaHapoBHa yxe obbsBneHa
HeBeCcTOM rocyaaps.

- Y10 e u3 Toro? Tonbko obbsBfeHa. A BeAb U B CaMbli AEBUYHUK 4ACTO
cBaabbbl pacxoaaTcs.

- 3Haewb, MBaHywka, ny4ywe OCTaBMM Npo TO roBopuTtb. He MecTto n He
BpeMs. Tbl Nyylle CKaXXn MHe NMpuUYnHy CBOEN nevyanu.

- YT0 rosoputb! Tbl MOEMY ropto, JIEByLLKa, HE NMOMOXeELb.

— A KTO 3HaeT? MoxeT 6bITb, 1 NOMOry Tbl TONIbKO CKaXW... BeAb 3Haellb, YTO
s 4Nna 1ebsa BapbI3r pacwmbyco.

- Cnacubo, cnacmbo, Jiésywka... Cnywan... Bnobnéx 1...



— Tak Cc Toro n Tockyewb? I3TO Ha Tebsa He noxoauT.

— A Tbl CNpoCK, TOBapuLl, B KOro s BAO6NEH-TO?

- B koro, B koro?

- B rpadumHio LLlepemeTeBy.

- Heyxenu Hatanbto BopucosHy nonwobun? [a kak 310 Tebs yropasanno?..
MpadmnHa Hatanba BopucoBHa He no Tebe...

- 3Hat, JIésywka, 3Hat! He ctoto g eé. OHa cBATas, a 4... Hy 4To 9 npoTuB
Heé?.. beclwabalHbI ryngaka.

- [la pacckaxu, MiBaHyLlKa, KaK 3TO CNy4Yniochb?

- YBupgan a rpadpuHio Hatanbio, U oHa Aywy Mok o3apwnia. Bugan Tbl,
NéBylwka, korga-Hmbyab Hatanbto BopncosHy?

- Pa3 Tonbko BUAaen.

- Hy, Hy, 4T0? Kakon oHa Tebe nokasanacb?

- Tonbko M Mory ckasatb Tebe, MBaHywka: Kpacota rpadpuHu HaTtanbu
BopucoBHbl kKakas-To ocobasi, He YenoBeyeckas.

- IMeHHO, nMeHHo... CaM 4, JIéByliKa, CO3Hato, 4YTO NOOUTb TaKyl AEBYLUKY
MHe He cnea. OHa Bbiwe nbBU, 4... 9 He cMeto NbuTb rpadurHio Hatanbio 1
BCEé >xe nobnto eé.

- MocBaTauncs.

— Y710 TbI, UTO ThI! Kakon a xeHux? [a rpadurHsa 3a MeHa n He nonaért. En Bce
MOM Xy[OOXeCTBa M3BECTHbl, U CMOTPUT OHA Ha MeHs Kak Ha 6eclwabaliHoro
Npononuy n KyTuny.

- YT0 Xe Tbl HaMepeH aenaTtb? — cnpocun XparyHoB.

— MnTb, ryNaTb — MOXET, B pPa3rysibHOM XM3HU 9 nNo3abyay cBoko N060Bb U B
NbsIHCTBE Hanay cebe yTexy, — C TAXENbIM B340XOM OTBETU/1 TOBapULLYy KHA3b
MBaH.

- DX, cepaeyHbin Mon! XXanb MHe Tebs, a NoMoYb Tebe MHe HeyeM.

- W He Hapo, JléBywka, npeaoctaBb MeHs Moen cyabbe. A eCTb Yy MeHs
npeayyBcTBMeE, YTO cyabba Ao Aobpa MeHs He AOBEeaET.

- MonHo, MBaHywka, He neHsaAn Ha cyabby. OHa Tebsa 6anyeT, MU cyacTbe
yNbl6HETCA Tebe.

- DX, JIéBylwkKa, cyacTbe MOE Henpo4yHo. EcTb y MeHsa npustenu, a 6onblue



TOro HeApYroB, M cuna Ha Ux ctopoHe. Hy ga n To MONBUTb, He 60OKCb S KX,
He 6otocb. S Bcen aywon nobnto rocygaps v ao rpoba — ero cnyra BepHbIi U
npeaaHHbln. Kak HM CUNEH, KaK HW MOryLEeCTBEH CBET/eNWnin KHA3b
MeHwwnkoB, 3abpaTb B PyKM LAPCTBEHHOr0 OTpoka s He pam! — TBEpAbIM
rosiocom nporosopun MeaH Jonropykos.

- Tuwe, VBaHywka, Tuwe! — nucnyraHHo nNpomonBua ero cobecegHuk. — 3a
Hamu cneaat!

- K10, KTO?

JonropykoB 6bICTpO 06epHYynCs M yBMAAN KaKoOro-TO 3aKyTaHHOro B nJawy
yenoseka B Hax/10b6y4YeHHOW Tpeyrosike, 3aKpblBaBLUEN MONOBUHY ero nuua.

- Buanwe? — TMxo cnpocun y Jonropykosa XparyHoB.

— BuXy... KTO 3T0?

- CekpeTtapb MeHwwukoBa, 3103UH; S y3Han ero. bega, ecnn oH nogcnywan
Haw pa3rosop!

- A 3T0 s cenyac y3Hat! — N [JlonropykoB HanpaBuiCca K CTONY, 3@ KOTOPbIM
cuaen NNYHbIN cekpeTapb MeHWwuKoBa, 3103WH, AYLWOW WU TeNOM MpeaaHHbIn
emy, - lNocnywanTte, Bbl, rocnoauvH duckan, 3a 6naro gat Bam coBeT -
nepecagbte 3a Apyrom crton, He TO 6bITb Tebe 6UTOMY, — TPOMKO U
yrpoxatouwmMm TOHOM NPOMOSIBUA €My MOSIOA0WN KHA3b.

- KTo pan Ttebe npaso, rocnoauH oduuep, HAaHOCUTb MHe ockopbneHwue? -
TUXO CNpocun 3103MH, MEHASCH B MLE.

- B Moux cnosax ockopbneHumss He BUMAHO, @ YTO s Ha3Ban Teba duckanom,
TaK 3Ty KAMUKY Tbl BMOJSIHE 3aCYXWU...

— Thbl, Tbl, KHA3b, OTBETULLb 3@ MEH4.

- MoxeT 6bITb. A 4TObbl YyXX 3a04HO OTBeYaTb, S KCTaTu MOKosovy Teb4...
BoH, kpanumBHOoe ceMs!l — Trpo3HO KPUKHYN Ha 3103MHA KHA3b MBaH,
3aMaxmBasiCb Ha Hero.

JInuHbIn cekpeTapb MeHLWwnKoBa No4vén 3a 6naro petTmpoBaTbCs NPU FPOMKOM
XOX0Te BCeX HaXOAMBLUNXCS B TaBEpHE.

3TO npouclwecTBMe C 3H03MHbIM He Mpowso AapoM HW AN KHA3a WMBaHa
JonropykoBa, HW pana ero npugarena XpanyHoBa. [HeB MeHWMKoOBa

obpywmnncs Ha Hux obounx, B ocobeHHOCTU Ha HegHoro J1éBylwKy. HecmoTps



Ha TO, 4YTO OH B ockopbneHun 3t03MHaA He 6bl1 BUMHOBEH, ero no npukasy
denbamapwana MeHwmnkoBa nocagunu nog CTporun Kapaysa npu nosnky. Yrto
Kacaetca [onropykoBa, To OH 6bin nwbuMueMm wumnepatopa, a MNoOTOMY
MeHWNKOB BOMen-HeBONEN MpUHYXAEH ObLl WaaMTb CBoero Bpara. 3a
CkaHaan B TaBepHe [1oNropykKoB NonjaTtuacs TO/IbKO TpeMs AHAMU apecTa, HOo
3a 3TOT apecT ewé 6osee Bo3HeHaBuaen MeHWMKOBA WU BMeCcTe CO CBOUMMU
WMEHUTbIMW poAMYaMun CTan BCEMU CMIaMKM CTapaTbCs paccTpouTb 6pak MeTpa
IT c pouyepbo MeHwWwMKoBa.

MMnepaTop-OTpOK Tak npuessancsa K MeaHy [JoNropykoBy, 4TO He XOTes
pasny4yaTtbCs C HUM n TpeboBan, 4Tobbl TOT BCerga Haxoauncs npu HEM. ITO
WUCMONHANOChb, KHA3b WMBaH npuobpén orpoMHoe BAMAHME Ha rocydaps, u
MOryLeCTBEHHbIN MeHLWMKOB 6blN1 eMy Tenepb HUCKOMbKO He CTpalleH.

MéTtp BCé 6onee n 6onee cran oxnaaeBaTb K CBOEMY NepBeneMYy MUHUCTPY
M pereHTy, BCNeACTBME 4Yero Morywecrtso MeHwwuKoBa nowaTHynocb. B
hep>xaBHOM oTpoke lNeTpe II cTtan npoceBeyvmBaTbh HPaB €ro Be/IMKOro Aena: OH
TpeboBan 6ecnpekoCNOBHOIrO WCMNOAHEHUS CBOWUX MpUKasaHun, He nwbun
HUKaKNX BO3Pa>XeHWUMN.

MNeTpy He HpaBwuioCb NpebbiBaHWe B AOMe MeHLWNKOBA, U OH C HETeprneHneM
XXAan Toro AHS, Koraa eMy MOXHO 6yaeT BblexaTb B JIETHIOK pe3naeHunto, To
ecTb B leTeprod, rae And Hero otaenbiBanu ABopeLl.

K cBoen HeBecTe lNMEéTp TOXe He 61aroBoOINA U He CTapancsa CKpbiBaTb 3T0. OH
no uenbiM HeAensiMm He BMAANCA CO CBOeM HeBeCcTOn M Bcavecku wmsberan
BCTpeY C Helo.

KHs>xHa Mapus v npexae Mano Bepwaa, YTo rocydapb XXEHUTCA Ha Hen, a
Tenepb ewé 6osee coMHeBanacb B 3TOM, BMASA, YTO OTHOLWIEHUA Mexay eé
yecTontbMBbIM OTLOM M AEpPXABHbIM XXEHMXOM 060CTPUNUCH.

- MaTywka, HMKoraa, HMKorga MHe He 6bITb XXeHot rocyaapsi! — ckasana oHa
oaHaxabl Matepu. — OH CMOTpeTb Ha MeHs He Xxo4eT, wusberaet paxe
BCTpeYyaTbCsA CO MHOH.

- Buxy, Munaga, cama cosHato, - ¢ rnybokuMm B340OXOM oTBeTuna [dapbs
MunxannoBHa. — 3HaTb, BCe 3aTeu Hawero JaHunblya OKOHYaTCa HU4YeM!

- A 9 HUCKOMIbKO He coxanew 06 3ToM. Hy kakasa s uapuua?.. Beab BO MHe



LapCTBEHHOrO0 HMYero HeT. S nNnayvycb TOMbKO Ha CBOK cyabby 3/10CYaACTHYHO,
KOoTOpas pasflyymna MeHs C MunibIM cepauy... Bbin y MeHa XeHux, rpad
Canera - ero oTHaAM y MeHs. lMonbuna a9 kHa3a ®épopa [onropykosa,
AyMana HanuTu C HUM cyacTbe B CYNpy>XecTBe — U C HUM MeHs pasnyuyunin. U
BCE oOTel.. BCeE MOW HecyacTbs 4yepe3 Hero! — co cnesamm nporosopuna
KHs)KHa Mapusa. — U 3a4eM oOH cyacTbe MOE pasbuBaer, 3adem? [lonmu,
MaTylKa, BeAb MOE NoJIoXXeHMe yxacHo! MeHs oTey HaBs3biBaeT rocyzapto,
KOTOPbIN He TOSIbKO MeHs1 He NbuT, HO Aaxe CMOTpeTb He xodeT. N genaet
3TO OTel He u3-3a NI6BM KO MHe, HET, a NUWb ANs CBOero Twecnasus, Ans
cBoero 6onbllero Moryuwectsa. MiMnepatop — 34Tb... €CTb YEM MOXBaNUTbLCA!

- Ox, MaweHbka, Munasa! N cama A 3HaK, caMa BCE BUXY, HO 4YTO Xe 4
nogenato ¢ JaHunbideM? Moux CNoB OH M caywaTb He xodeT. Ocnen oOH, He
BMAMUT, UTO OKOJIO HEro rpo3Has Tyda cobupaeTcs... BparaMm oH OKpyXE&H coO
BCEX CTOPOH, caM rmbHeT n apyrnx B normbenb TAHET. Bac, AeTOK cepAeyHbIX,
MHEe Xaflko. 3a 4TO Bbl, HEnoBWHHble, TepneTb byaerte? — yTupas Ccnéssbl,
npoMonBuia KHArMHA Japba MmnxannoBHa.

- MaTywka, s X044y noBMAATbCA C rocyAapeM, Xo4y BbIACHUTb CBOE&
NnosIoXeHune.

- D70 xopowo. Tebe paxe Heo6XOAMMO OTKPOBEHHO MEPErOBOPUTb C HUM.
Tenepb rocygapb AoMa; BOT 6bl Tebe, MaweHbKa, cenyac K HeMy NonTn?

- Boda3HO Kak-ToO.

- Yero xe Tebe 604aTbCsA? Bonam K rocygapro "nNpsaAMbIM AnuoM" mn BCE emy
CKaxun, 4to ectb Yy Teba Ha cepaue. Ha npaBay rocyaapb oTBeTuT Tebe
npasaown.

- 4... 9 nonay.

- Naun, nan, antatko Moé... Nocnoab ¢ Tobon!

KHs>xHa Mapua obHsna MaTtb M OTnpaBuiacb Ha MOJIOBUMHY uMnepartopa
MNMeTpa, cBoero o6py4Y€HHOro XeHuxa.

WmnepaTtpuua ExkaTtepuHa AnekceeBHa CKOH4Yanacb 6 masa 1727 ropa, a 27
Mas TOro ke roga npoucxoamno obpydyeHune aeHaguaTUIETHEro nmnepartopa
MNeTpa c ceMHaguaTuneTHen AoYepblo KHA39 MeHwunKkoBa, Mapuen.

Llapckoe o06pyuyeHuMe npoucxoamno C 0coboii  TOPXECTBEHHOCTbIO U



NbIlWHOCTbD. B pome-gBopue MeHWUWKOBA B TOT AeHb nepebbiBan BecCb
reHepanuTeT U BCe BeNbMOXW rocyaapcrea. lMo3gpaBnsanu vMmnepartopa, ero
Hape4yEéHHYIO0 HEBECTY, a TaKXe CUAIOLLLEro U TopXecTeyouwero MeHWwWMKoBa.
KaxeTcs, B TOT AeHb 6blM BCe CHACT/IMBbLI, KpOME OAHOWM LLapCKOW HEeBEeCTbl.
BnepHaqa, neyanbHad, C 3arylakaHHbIMK rf1la3amMu, XOJIOAHO MpUHMMana OHa
npuBeTCTBMSA W no3apasneHuns. Kak o obpydyeHus, Tak W nocne Hero
nmnepatop [MéTp 6bln MNO-NpeXHeMy XOoNoAeH K CBOeN HeBecTe W Aaxe
nsberan roBopuTb C HeM.

KHs>kHa Mapus Bugena 3To M pewuna B nnvHon 6ecene BbIACHUTL CBOE
nonoxeHwe. aa Ha NOMOBUHY XeHWUXa, OHa COCTaBuia Takoe obpalleHue K
HEeMy:

"locynapb, ecnu 9 He HpaB/Cb BaM, TO OTKaXXuTecCb; ewé ecTb BpeMms. He
nobsa He XeHutecb; cebe, rocyaapb, He OTPaBNSAWTE XWU3HU W MEHS He
ryéurte".

Mapusa nogowna K ABEpU U cnerka npuoteopuna eé; oHa bbina 6bnegHa kKak
CMepTb U CUJIbHO B3BOJIHOBAHaA.

Focypapb 6bln HE OAWMH: C HMM HaXOAWIUCb €ro cecTpa, BenumKasi KHSXHa
Hatanbs AnekceeBHa, n AHgpen MeaHoBuy OcTepMmaH. Ha nneyax y rocygaps
6bl1 HAKWMHYT Nnaw,.

- Y10 c BaMn? Bbl Tak 6negHbl, — cnpocun y Boweawen HesecTbl METp.

- DT0 NponAET, rocyaapb!.. HO MHe... MHE HaZ0 NOroBOpUTbL C BaMu, — pobko
CKasasna KHsxHa Mapwus.

- TonbKO He Tenepb, MoOXxanyucra, He Tenepb! A ey C cecTpon KaTaTbCA.
CeroaHsa g npurotoBus BCe Ypokn AHApero MBaHOBUYY, N OH OTMYyCKaeT MEeHH
Ha nporynky. He Tak nu, AHapen WBaHoBMY? — 06paTuaca OH K CBOEMY
BOCMUTaTeNIo.

- CoBeplieHHO cripaBennneo, Bawe Benuyectso! Ecnn 6bl Bbl n3BONUAM BCe
OHW TakK NOAroTOB/ISATb CBOM YPOKW, KaK cerogHs, To 9 6bi1 6bl HeckasaHHO
paj ToMy.

- BoT BCceraa Tak, Hatawa, — obpaTtuacs mMmnepaTop K cectpe, — s y4yCb, a
AHapen BaHOBUY Ha3blBaeT MEHS NIeHTSEM.

- AHapen WBaHoBMY nobut Teba n xenaet pobpa, Hago ero cnywatsb,



MeTpylwa, — TOHOM CTapllen cecTpbl 3aMeTuna uapesHa Hatanbs.

- 8 n cnywat. Tonbko AHapen MBaHOBMY BCE MOPWUT MeHS KHuramu, Hy,
HaTtawa, eneMm, enem!

- Focynapb, yaenute MHe HeCKOSIbKO MUHYT, — FOoJI0OCOM, MOJIHbIM MOSbbObI,
npomoneuna begHaa KHaxHa Mapwus.

- TonbkKo He Tenepb, KHSXHA. A eny, — U, ckasas 3To, [ETp noa pyky C

CeCcTpomn NOCMNeLIHO BbllesT N3 KOMHaTbI.

VI
Mpowao HeCKOosIbKO BpeMeHU, U y uMnepaTopa co34ancs HOBbIW NOBOA AN
pasgpaxeHus Npotme MeHLWmMKoBa.
- Kakada nep30CTb... Kakaa HecnblxaHHaa aep3octb! Kak oH cMen ocnywaTtbcsa
mMoen Bonu?.. A - wuMmnepaTtop! - He roBopwusl, a rHEBHO BbIKpUKKMBAn
MMNepaTop-OTPOK.
OH 6bln CMNbLHO pa3apa)xéH MOCTYNKOM MeHLWWKOBa, 3aK/al4yaBLWMMCSA B
cneayrouwem.
MNMeTepbyprckmue KaMeHWMKM, HaxXusBllMe Xopowue AeHbrk 6naroaaps
6onbwmm noctporikam B [leTepbypre v ABWMXUMble 651arogapHOCTbIO,
nogHecnu OTPOKY-MMNepaTopy Ha PpOCKOWHOM 6nioge AeBATb  ThiCsY
yepBoHLUeB. ocyaapb nocnan 3Tm AeHbrn ¢ obep-kamepanHepom KancapoBbiM
K CBOEM cecTpe, BeNMKOM KHsbkHe Hatanbe AnekceeBHe. Kamncapos
HanpaBuACSA BO ABOPeEL, HO MNOBCTPeYasiCa C KHA3eM MeHLMKOBbIM.
— Tbl KyAa HeCéLlb YepBOHLbI? — CNPOCKA NocneaHnin y obep-kamepanHepa.
- K eé BbicouecTBy HaTanbe AnekceeBHe.
- Kto nocnan?
- NmneparTop.
- NMmnepaTtop eweé oyeHb MOSOA W HEe 3HaeT, Ha 4YTo cneayeTt ynoTpebnartb
OEHbIMN; OTHECU UX KO MHE, a 1 YBUXY Frocyaaps MU NOroBOpPH C HUM.
KarncapoB CTOSi/1 B HepewunTenbHOCTUM M He 3Haj, 4YTo Aenatb; OH 6osnca
HapywuTb  NpuKasaHuve  wuMnepaTopa, a TakXxe onacanca CBOUM
HenocnyLlwaHneM NPOrHEBUTb BCECUITIbHOIO BEIbMOXY.

- Y10 Xe Tbl CTOMWb? Hecn yepBOHUbI KO MHe! — KpuKHyn nocnegHuin. —



npuKasbiBato.

- Cnywatocb, Balwa cBeT/1I0CTb! — NOKOPHO Npoun3Héc Kancapos, N HOBEHbKMKE
YepBOHLUbI OYYTUIINCb HE Yy CecTpbl rocyaaps, a y MeHwwukosa.
NMnepaTop-0TPOK B TOT XXe [AeHb noexas BO ABOpeL, HaBeCTUTb CBOK CECTpY
HaTtanbio AnekceeBHy, a TakXe CBOK KpacaBuuy TETKy, uapeBHy EnunzaseTty
[MeTpoBHY.

- Hy 4Tto, HaTawa, AoOBOJSIbHA NM Tbl MOMM MNOAAPKOM? — CaMOAOBOJIbHO
ynblbasicb, CNPOCU/T OH Y CecTpbl.

- KakuMm nogapkoM? — yamBunacb BesiMKas KHSXHA.

- Beab 9 npucnan tebe ¢ KancapoBbiM AeBATb TbICAY HOBEHbKNUX YEpPBOHLEB.
- Hu yepBoOHUEB, HM KancapoBa 9 1 B rnasa He Buaana.

- Kak He Bupana? He MoxeT 6biTb! A cenyac 37O y3Halo... y3Haw, — C
BOJIHEHUEM nporosopwun MNéTp n npukasan no3saTb Kancaposa.

ToT 6e3 60s3HM pacckasan pas3rHeBaHHOMY roCyAapko O MNpPOUCLIECTBUM C
YyepBOHLLAMMU.

NMnepaTop-0TpOK pa3pasnsicya yrpodamMmm npotms MeHLWWNKOBa.

- Ax, 6egHbii mMon [leTa! MeHWWKOB CAMWKOM MHOro 3abpan Bnactu u
CMOTPUT Ha Tebs Kak Ha Manbyumka, - C ynblbkon nporosopuna HaTanbs
AnekceeBHa.

- Hy, 8 Hay4dy ero CMOTpeTb Ha MeHs KakK Ha uMmnepartopa. A cenyac xe
NpUKaxy eMmy BO3BpaTUTb 4epBOHUbl. A cenyac noeay u noTpebyro y
MeHLWwwnKoBa OTUéTa.

BepHyBwunce k cebe, mMmnepatop-OTPOK cenyac xe noTtpeboBan Kk cebe
MeHwunkoBa. AnekcaHap [JaHnnoBuY He 3acTtaBuil cebsd AOXMAATbLCA U CBOEWN
BE/INYaBOM NOXOAKOW BOWwEN B KabuHeT rocyaaps. MNMéTp CBOMM OTpPOYECKUM
rPO3HbLIM B3rN1840M BCTpeTUn BpeMeHwunKka. OgHako MeHLWWKOB HUCKO/IbKO He
CMYTUCA U TBEPAO Bblaep>Kan 3TOT B3rN4A.

- Kak Tbl CcMen, KHS3b, NMOMeLWwaTb WUCMOJHEHWI0 MOero rnpukasa? — rHeBHO
NporoBopws UMNepaTop, BO3BbIWas CBOM ronoc.

- Sl HuKOrga, rocyaapb, He Mewar MWCMOJSIHATb TBOU MpUKasbl, €C/In OHWU
Cny)aT K TBOEMY BEINYUID U K BEIMYMIO HaweWn 3eMan, — CNOKOMHO

npomMosiems MeHLWNKOB.



- 'ae 4epBOHUbI, KOTOpblIE A OTMNpaBuN CEroAHs B nogapok K cectpe? [ae
OHM? Kak cMmen Tbl He nocnaTtb UX MO HasHayeHut? — BCE 6onee u b6onee
CepAasiCb, BOCKJIMKHYJ rocyaapsb.

- Begomo Tebe, rocypapb, 4TO Hawa KasHa MCTOLlEHA; BOT s M 3aayMman
6b110 YyNnoTpebuTb 3TM AEBATb ThiCAY YepBOHUEB Ha 6osiee nNonesHoe Aeno u
06 3TOM XOTeNn CerofHs xe NpeacTaBuTb BalleMy BeMYECTBY NpPOEKT.

- Bcé 10 Tak, HO He 3abbiBai, KHA3b, YTO A — TBOM MMNEpaTop, a Tbl — MOM
NOAAAHHbIN... Tbl HE CMeellb HapywaTb Mou npukasaHusa!.. He cmeews!.. -
NMnepaTop-oTpoK co 3710601 cMOTpen Ha MeHWwuWKoBa. — S 3aCTaBfito, 1 Hay4dy
Teba MHe noBuHoOBaTbCHA, — Aobasun lMETp U cepamuTo OTBEPHYJCA OT CBOEro
nepBoro MUHUCTpA.

MeHWNKOB 6bi1 NOpaXXéH WU yaAMBNEH: TaKMM FPO3HbIM OH HUKOrAa He BuAaan
MNeTpa; B cnoBax M B rfnasax LapCTBEHHOro oTpoka 6bln BMAEH Tenepb ero
BeNVKUM aen. MMnepaTop-OTpoK, AoTone 6053nMBbIM U MOKOPHbINM, BAPYr
nepemMeHMNCa W 3aroBOpusl  FOJIOCOM  UMELWeEro BEPXOBHYK  BNacTb.
MeHWwnKoB cMoTpen Ha leTpa Kak Ha Masbynka, U 3TOT MasjbyuK Tenepb cTan
npukasblBaTb, NoBenesaTb emy!..

"YTO 3TO 3Hauut?.. A He Vy3Hal rocydapsd, OH KPUYUT Ha MeHs,
npuKasbiBaeT... BuaHo, [lonropyKoBbl BOOPYXUIN NPOTUB MeHA [leTpa... 3To —
nx pabota... ux", - ayman AnekcaHap [daHWNoBW4Y, MOHYps CBOK rOJSIOBY, U
TNXO, MOKOPHO MPOU3HEC:

- F'ocynapb, Balwe BeNMYecTBO.. CMEHW rHeB Ha Munoctbl.. YepBoHUbl 4
cenyac >e nMOowW BEIWMKOW KHSXHe, cenyac nownw... lMNpukaxewb, eweé
csoux gobasnio!

- TBOUX, KHSA3b, HU MHE, HW MOeKn cecTpe He Haao; beperm nx ana cebs u
npeanaratb MHe He CMeil. HO MOBTOpPSO, MEHS BOJIHYeT, YTO Thl, KaXeTcs,
3abbl, YTO 9 — MMNepaTop, — NTHEBHO U C AOCTOMHCTBOM nporosopun MNETp.
MEHLNKOB UCMyraHHO NPpUTUX.

- MpocTtn, rocygapb, — YyTb CAbILWHO NPOrOBOPUS OH.

NMmnepaTop-oTpok uMen pAobpoe, noaatnAuBoe cepaue; eMy CTano Xasb
MeHLWnKoBa, U OH, NPOTArMBas eMy pyKy, COBEPLUEHHO CMOKONHO NPOU3HEC:

— KHA3b, Ha 3TOT pa3 4 Tebs npouwato N He rHeBakOCb Ha Tebs.



MeHwWwmnKoB Nof060CTPaCTHO pacKNaHsAICS.

3Ta NPUHUXKEHHOCTb OKpbinuna MNetpa II; oH cTan ewé 6onee oTAaANATLCS OT
cBoero nepBoro MuHuctpa. Kak HM xuTép 6bin1 MeHWMKoB, HO, cAenas
6onbWON NpoMax WCTOPUEN C YEPBOHLAMU, OH OKOHYATENbHO BOCCTAHOBWI
npoTme cebs OHOro rocygapsi U ero cecTpy, uapeBHy HaTtanbio.
NMnepaTop-0TPOK C BENIMKUMU KHSXXHAMM M CO BCEM ABOPOM repeexan B
MeTeprod v ypesBblHaWHO pafoBanCa TOMY, YTO BblpBasCca U3-NoA ONeKu, u3
AoMa MeHwwnkoBa, U AnekcaHap JaHWnoBuy CTan onacaTbCHd, UYTO AHW ero
B/1ACTU COYTEHDI.

K 3ToMy ewé npucoeamHunca ero paspbiB ¢ OcTtepMaHOM, KOTOpPOro
MeHLMKOB BOCCTAaHOBMT NPOTMUB Cebs CBOMM 3aHOCUMBbLIM XapaKTepoM.
Kak-To MeHWwwnKoB cTan ynpekatb OcTepMaHa B TOM, YTO OH MJIOXO CneauT 3a
BOCnuUTaHMeM M obpasoBaHMEM KOHOMO rocygaps M 3a ero npenojaBaTensiMu.
He obownock 6e3 yrpos. 210 0buageno OctepmaHa, U MexXAay ABYMS BaXXHbIMU
MUHUCTPaMKN NPOU3OLWEN pa3pblB.

OgHako MeHwwukoB, ynpekasa OcTtepMaHa B MJIOXOM BOCMUTAHUKM rocyaaps,
611  npae. WmnepaTop-oTpok, Haxoasacb B [leTeprode, npepasancs
pasfIMyHbLIM  yBeCeSIeHMAM U pasBjiedeHnsM n He obpawan HUKaKoro
BHMMaHMA Ha KHUIM M Ha npenopaBaTenen. Tenepb Mpu HEM HEOTYYHO
Haxoauncs KHA3b MBaH [onropykoB; OH m3obpetan Ans HOro rocyzaps
pasnuyHble 3abaBbl 1 pa3BnevyeHns, n oHn oba uenble AHM NPOBOANAN TO HA
0X0Te, TO Ha nporynke. MNpo cBow 06py4YEHHYIO HEBECTYy rocyaapb COBCEM
3abbi1 M obpaTmn BCE CBOE OTPOYECKOE BHMMaHME Ha KpacasBuuy TETKY,
uapeBHy EnusaBeTy, KoTOpas Toxe Oblla He npo4vb MNOKOKETHMYaTb C
KpacuBbIM MNNEMAHHUKOM.

OpHaxabl, rynssa C HeK No neteproCKoMy napKy, UMNepaTop cKasasn en:

- AX, Jln3a, Tbl He 3HaewWwb, Kak g nbnto Tebs, kak nwbnw!.. 4 Tonbko Toraa
M Beces, Korga Tbl CO MHOHO.

- Cnacnbo, rocynapb nMAeMsAHHUK, — OTBETW/IA eMy KpacaBuua UapeBHa,
cnerka ynol6asce.

— Tbl BCE cMeélbCsa Haao MHOM, JIn3a, BCE cUYMTaellb MEHS MafibYMKOM.

- HeT, Tbl B3pocnbin, y Tebs, NeTpywa, ycbl npobmsatoTcs.



- [1a nepectaHb Tbl cMeATbCs, JInza! — TONHYB HOron, KanpusHO NMPOroBoOpwun
nMnepaTop-oTpoK. — Tebe BOT CMELLIHO, @ MHe FOpbKO... O4EHb MOPbKO.

- C yero, lMNeTpyweHbKka?

- A c Toro: g BoT Tebs nobnto, a Tbl MEHS He NbULb.

- 8 He nwobnto Teba? Yto TbI, MeTpywa! A nwobno Tebs, Kak rocyaaps, Kak
nAeMsiHHUKa.

- W Tonbko!.. A a... a4 nobnio Tebs 6onbwe. A BOT NoapacTty M HEMPEMEHHO
XEHIOCb Ha Tebe.

- BoT kak?.. A Tbl, lNeTpywa, 3abbin, 4To Yy Tebsa ecTb HeBecTa?

- HeT y MeHs HMKAKOW HEeBEeCTbl, — XMYpPO NMPOMOJIBMI KOHbIA rocyaapb.

- A poyb MeHwwnkoBa, Mapusa?

- He HanoMunHam MHe npo Heé, Jlnza! 4 n cabiwaTb Npo Heé He xody! OHa un
caM MeHLWWKOoB CTpaLWHO, CTpAWHO Hagoenn MmHe!

- Ctano 6bITb, rocygapb, Tbl He NO6ULLb CBOEN HEBECTbI?

- PasymeeTcs, He nobnto... Tebsa g nwbnio, Jinzsa.

- He 060 MHe peub, rocyaapb, a 0 TBoen HeBecTe 06pyUEHHON.

— Y MeHsa HeT HeBecThbl, HeT!.. lodyb MeHWwWKnKOBa MHe - He HeBecTa. Kakas
OHa MHe HeBecTa? Y Heé 6bin xeHuX, rpad Canera, NycTb OHa 3a Hero u
BbIXOAMT.

- Kak xe Tak, lNMetpywa? A KHA3b MeHLWWKoB?

- Y10 MHe MeHwunKOB? S — nMnepatop, a MeHWMKOB — MO NnogAaHHbIn! Hag
BCAKUM MOAAAHHbLIM S UMEK BMACTb U MOTY YHUUYTOXUTb, pasfnaBuTb BCO CUNTY
MeHLWuWnKoBa, — CBEPKHYB ra3amMmm, rpOMKO NporoBopwua MMrnepaTop-oTpPoK.

- MeTpywa, s 6otocb Tebd. Tbl MOXOX Ha MOero oTua — Ha BEJINKOro
uMrnepaTtopa. I B TBOUX rnasax, u B TBOEM rosioce g y3Har Moero orua, a
TBOEro geza.

- [da, aa, Jinza! He ogHa Tbl, @ 1 MHOrMe Apyrme HaxoasaT BO MHe 6osibluoe
CXOACTBO C MOUM AeAoM, BeNuMkuM nmnepatopoM. O, Kak xenan 6bl 9 6bITb BO
BCEM MOXOXMM Ha Hero!.. BbITb TakMM rocyaapem — 60nbLloe cyacTbe.

- Mown oTteu, MeTpywa, nobun yuntbcsa. OH BCHO XM3Hb YUYUIICS.

- Tbl ynpekaewb MeHs B JIEHU? — CO B340XOM CMpPOCUST UMMNepaTop-0OTPOK.

- HeT, HeT, s TONbKO roBoplio.



- Jlnza, He BCE e MHe cuaeTb 3a KHuUramm! MHe Xo4yeTcsa NoBeCcenUTbCH,
norynate, Tenepb neTo. HacTynuT 3mMa, HayHy yuuTbCcd.. A MeHWwunKoBa,
Jlnza, 9 ckopo ykpouly, s AaM eMmy cebs 3HaTb. BOT MAET KHA3b VMBaH, BMAHO,
Ha OXOTy MeHs 3BaTb... OTragan g, BaHa? Tbl Ha OXOTY MPULWEN MeHs 3BaTb?
Tak? — Beceno nporosopun Mé&tp, nas HaBCTpeyy cBoeMy nrbumuy.

- He coBceM Tak, rocyaapb, — oTtBetun [Jonropykos. — [locon OT KHA3S
MeHwwnkoBa npubbin, rocynapsb.

- 3aueM ewgé?

- MeHwunkoB Taxeno 6oneH... Bapyr 3axsopan... npn cmeptun... MNMpocut Tebs,
rocyfapb, HaBeCTUTb ero, NMMCbMO Npucnan.

- Kak 310 cky4dHo!.. {1 He noeay. JInsa, He exaTb?

- Bonga TBOA, rocyaapsb.

BonbHOM MeHwWwunKoB 6bls1 B CBOEM MMeHnn OpaHueHbayM m oTTyaa npucnan
roHua c NMCbMoM K rocyaapto. OHO 6bI10 HanNMCaHO ApoXKallen pyKoun, Tenso
M KpacHopeumBo; B HEM AnekcaHap [JaHwnoBu4y npoliascsd C uMMrnepaTtopoMm-
OTPOKOM, yBelleBan ero 6biTb NpaBOCyAHbIM, MPUHMUMaTbL coBeTbl OcTepMaHa
U APYrMX YeCTHbIX W MpaBAMBbIX BESIbMOX, YKa3biBan leTpy Ha ero uapckue
0643aHHOCTM OTHOCUTENbHO Poccun un T. 4.

Kpome TOro, MeHWmnKoOB, NpUroToBASASCb YMUPaTb, NOCAan NUCbMa TakXe U K
yneHaMm BepxoBHOro coBeTa, Nopy4as UM CBOKO CEMbIO U MPOCU MPOLLEHUS,
eC/in corpewmnn npes Kem.

AnekcaHap [AdaHwunoBmy M Ha camMoMm pgene 6bln oveHb cnab: oH cTpaaan
CUNbHOWM NINXOPAAKOM N Kalsin KPOBbHO.

Bonen-HeBonen OHOMY roOCyAapto MpULLIOCL OT/IOXUTbL OXOTYy W, paau
npuanYne, noexan HaBeCcTuTb 60NIbLHOO MUHUCTPA.

AnekcaHap [HaHwnoBuud, XxXyaon, 6neaHbin, paccnabneHHbli NNMXopaaKkon,
MPUHSA CBOEro AEep>XXaBHOro rocTs, Jiéxa B NoCTesnn.

- [1poCTn, rocypgapb, 4YTO Nexy npes TBOMM MMNEPaTOPCKMM BENYECTBOM...
Bctan 6bl, ga He Mmory, — cnabbiM rosiocoOM MpoOroBopusl OH. — YMUpaTb A
cobpancs, rocyaape.

- 3a4yeM ymmpaTtb? Xusu.

- YTO »XWUTb, KOrga >XW3Hb HEMOLWHOro crapuka Tenepb cTajla HUKOMY He



HYy>Ha? [MoXwus, nocny>Xun, nopa o4YUCTUTb MECTO APYruM, MOJSIOAbIM, @ MHE U
Ha Nokoun... Bepon n npaBaon cnyxwn §, rocygapb, TBOEMYy BeNIMKOMY Aeay,
cny>xun nMmnepaTtpuue EkatepuHe n tebe gyman NOCNYyXWUTb HENUUENpPUATHO,
Aa He cyawn bor, He cyaun.

TyT MeHWNKOB CUbHO 3akawnanca. OH CToHan n MeTarscs.

Korga npunagok kawsg MMHoBas, MeHWMKOB OMnATb 3aroBopuil:

- F'ocynapb, Korga MeHs He cTaHeT, Bblbepu cebe AOCTOMHOrNO MOMOLLHMKA,
x0Tb OcTepMaHa; OH XOTH M HeMeu, HO, KaxeTcs, nwbut Poccumio n Tebs,
rocygapb. [lepxaBa TBOS BeNMKa, 04HAKO He yCTpoeHa. TBoM aea, NOKOWHbIN
nMnepaTtop, MHOro TPyAW/CS, MHOrO MM HAyaToO, HO He KOHYeHo, n Tebe,
rocygapb, npuaérca gokaHuymBaTb. [locnyxm 3emne m Hapoay, v 3a 310 bor
BO3BeNNYNT Tebs, Kak BO3BENYMA TBOEro BeNNKoro gena. lNocneaymn emy, oH
[0 CaMOM CBOeW CMepTW HeycCbINHO Tpyaunca. Ecnn a B 4éM corpewmnn unm
NPpOBUHWUACA npes Tobo — NPOCTU MEHS, BEPHOro U NpeaaHHoro tebe paba.
MpocTn ymupatwouwemy... Buagnt bor, 4to BCe MOU XenaHusa 6bin K TBOEMY,
rocygapb, 6narogeHcTBuio 1 K 6narogeHCTBMIO TBOEro Hapoaa.

- 3Hal 1 Bepl, KHA3b AnekcaHap [daHwnoBuY, — C BOJIHEHWEM MPOroBopwUn
MNéTp, KOTOPOro TPOHYNM cTpagdaHuma MeHwwukoBa. — Tebe BpeaHO, KHSA3b,
MHOIO rOBOPUTb; HE Jy4ylle N OTJIOXUTb A0 APYroro pasa?

- 51 cenyac OKOHYY W 3a[epXuBaTb Balle MMNepaTopCcKOe BennyecTBO He
6yay. Tenepb MHe BCE paBHO... JHW MOM CO4YTeHbl. [ocydapb, yMpy £, He
OCTaBb MOeil ceMbMu, MalleHbKM He MOKWHb, OHa - TBOA O6py4YéHHas HeBecTa
U nonkHa, no-boxbeMy, 6biTb TBOEM XeHot... CKaxu, rocygapb, XXeHULWbCS
Tbl Ha Hen? BboromMm npouwy, CKaxu... YCNOKOW ymupatouwero crapukal! — u
MeHwWwwKoB 3annakan. MnepaTtop-oTpoOK XMypo Mo4al.

- Tbl MON4YULWb, rocyaapb, Monuuwb? Ctano 6biTb, Tbl pa3dayMasn XeHUTbCS Ha
mMoen govepun? Ckaxu, Balle BeINYECTBO.

- O xeHuTbbe, KHA3b, 9 He AyMato. [la n paHO MHe AyMaTb O TOM.

- Ho Beab Tbl, rocyaapb, 06pyymncsa ¢ Moen AoYepbio U A0XKEH XEHUTLCA Ha
Hel, a He Ha ApYyron, — [ApOXaluUM rosoCoM, MpepbIBAaEMbIM Crie3aMu,
MPOroBoOpwJI KHA3b MeHLWMKOB.

- 5l He roBOptO, YTO XKEHICb Ha APYrol, HO MPOCTO-HAMPOCTO O MOen



XeHuTbbe ewé paHo roBopuUTb, — CyX0O OTBETWU/T rOCyAaphb.

OTW CNoBa HECKOJIbKO yCNoKouan MeHwunkoBsa.

Métp Hemonro npobbin B OpaHueHbayme u nocnewwun B lMeteprod, rae ero
Xaanu 6nuskue ero cepauy noau.

Kpenkuin opraHm3M uM WUCKYCCTBO Bpayen MOMOIN KHA3I0 MeHLWnKoBy, U OH
ctan 6bICTpO nonpaBnsATbCA, K HeyAOBONbLCTBUIO CBOMX BparoB, KOTOpble
AyMann, 4to cMepTb U36aBUT UX OT BCECUSIbHOIO BpeMEHLLMKaA.

BonesHb oTpanuna MeHWWKOBa OT MMMepaTtopa-oTpoKa; MHorve paena rno
rocyaapcCTBy yXe pewanucb, MUHYS ero, pereHta u nepeoro MMHuUcCTpa. lMpu
ABOpe CTanu MpuBbIKaTb K ero OTCYTCTBUIO, ero 3ameHwunn [onropykoBbl, W
CBeT/1as 3Be34a BCECU/IbHOINro BpeMeHLWKMKa cTana notyxaTb.

Ho AnekcaHap [daHunoBuy ewé He rnagan AyxXOM: OH HaZesaAncs nonpasuTb
Aeno n 6bITb NO-NpeXXHeEMY NepBbIM YETOBEKOM B rocyaapcTBe.

[nsa 3TOoro oH pewunn BOCMoSb30BaTbCA C/IEAYIOWMM C/TyYaeM.

B cBOEM pockOWHOM uMeHun, B OpaHueHbayMe, OH HasHauMn B MepBbIX
ymncnax ceHTA6psa oCcBSWEHME LEePKBU U CTasl AOMOraTbCsa TOro, 4tobbl Ha 3TOM
AOYXOBHOM TOpXecTBe MNpUCYTCTBOBas rocydapb, TaK KakKk 3TO cpa3sy
YHUUTOXNNO 6bl CNYXM O HEMNPUA3ZHEHHOM OTHOLWEHUN K HeMy [eTpa.

OH YHWXXEHHO W 4YyTb JIN He CO cne3aMum cTan npocutb [leTpa noceTuTb
OpaHneHbaym n CBOMM BbICOYaWWMM MNpUCYTCTBMEM "OCYacTIMBUTL ero,
HEMOLHOro CTapuka, u BClo ero cembto". NMpocbbbl TPOHYNM rocyaaps: oH Aan
CNoBo 6bITb.

BecénbiMm u pafoCTHbIM BepHy/nca MeHwunkoB wu3 [leTeproda W 3aHAACS
NPpUroToBAEHMEM K MNPeACTOsBLIEMY TOpXecTBy. [locne OCBSLWEHUSA LUEPKBU
6bl1 Ha3HayeH 60bLWOK NpasAHMK C YroweHMeM 1M nogapkamum Ans npocToro
HapoAa, a B CBOEM gBopue AnekcaHap JaHunosuy ycTpamBasn B AeHb nNpuesna
IOHOro rocygaps Takonm 6an, KOTOpbli CBOMM BeNMKONENuMeM AOSIKeH 6bin
3aTMUTb BCE npexHue 6anbl.

"Mpuenet rocyaapb, 9 NocTaparoCb 0O6BACHUTLCS C HUM U MOSI0XKY KOHEeL, BCEM
cnneTtHaM. A no-npexHemy 6yay BEpXOBHbIM MUHUCTPOM B rOCyaapcTeBe U
BCEX CBOWMX HeAPYroB 3acCTaB/fll0O MOSYaTb W MOBMHOBATLCA MHE, HE TO — rope

M byaet", - aAyman MeHLWMKUKOB, 3aHATbIM X/0NO0TaMM MO  YCTPOMUCTB
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rnpasgHuka.
- baTiowka, MHe Hago ckasaTb BaM HECKOJIbKO CnoB, — obpaTtunacb K HeMy
Boweawas B KabuHeT KHsxHa Mapus, obpyuyéHHas HeBecTa uMnepaTopa
MeTpa II.

- Mocne, nocne... He Tenepb... 1 TaK 3aHAT NPUTOTOB/IEHNAMMN.

- HeT, MHe HaZo NeperoBopuTb C BAMWU CerogHs, — HaCTOMYMBO NPOMOSIBUA
KHSXHA.

- [loyeMy xe HenpeMeHHOo cerogHsa?

- A notoMy u4Tto 3aBTpa obewan 6bITb Yy HAc rocygapb, MOW >XEHuUX, —
nocnegHue CroBa KHsXKHA CKa3ana C HaCMEeLWKOW, — U Bbl AOJIXKHbl BbISCHUTb
NOJIOXKEHME...

- $1 He noHMMato Tebs, Mawa.

- [1aBHO N1, 6aTioWwKa, Bbl CTasIM TakK HENoHATAMBLI? [powy Bac O06BbACHUTL
MHe, YTO 4 Takoe... 1 — uapckas HeBecTa, Tak?

- PasymeerTcs.

- baTowka, Bbl 3abnyxpaetecb! Heyxenu Bbl AyMaeTe, 4TO rocypapb
XXEHUTCHA Ha MHe u 1 byay uapuuen?

- Tbl — 06py4yéHHasa uapckas HeBecTa.

- O6bpyuyéHHas!.. baTowkKa, Aa pa3Be Bbl HE BUAUTE, YTO NPOUCXOAUT BOKPYr
Hac? F'ocyaapb Ha MEHS U CMOTpPeTb He XO4YeT, OH CcoBCeM 3abbln, YTO Ha cBeTe
CyllecTBYeT HecdacTHass KHsXXHa Mapus, KOTOpYyH UyTb He HaCW/bHO
0bpyunnu ¢ HuM. BaTowka, 3a4yeM Bbl caenanan 3To, 3a4eM Bbl Norybunm
MeHS? — Y KHSXHbl APOrHYN roaoc, 1 no eé 6neAHbiM WwekaM rnoTekan cnéssol.
- 4... 94 norybun te6s? — ¢ yanBneHmem BOCKINKHYN MeHwunkoB. — Oaymamncs,
4YTO Tbl FOBOPULLb, U C KEM FOBOPULLBL?

- Mpoctnte, 6aToWwKka, S CO3HaK, 4YTO MOM croBa rpybbl, 4YTO MHe He
cnepoBano 6bl Tak roBoputb C BaMuU. HOo 4TO Xe MHe paenaTtb? Beab 4
M3My4ymniacb OT AYM U OT Tep3aHun. MeHs 0bpyumnun, a XeHUX U 3HaTb MeHS
He xo4yeT. [la v He napa g rocydapl: BeAb OH — Masb4yuK. [laxke B TO BpeM4,
Korga rocyjapb Xun B Halwem AoMe, U Toraa oH usberan roBopuTb CO MHOHO.
MyCcTb nyywe oTKa)xeTcs OT MeHs rocyzapb.

— ... 9 3Hato, Yben HeBecToM xodeTcs Tebe 6biTh... eweé, BUAHO, He 3abbina



®épopa donropykoBa? — cepanTo 3aMeTun Ao4vepu KHA3b MeHLNKOoB.

- W Hukorga He no3abyay ero.

— [1oXanymn, NOMHW... TBOE Aeno... TONbKO €ro XXeHoW Tbl He byaellb.

- K10 3HaeT, 6atiowka! byayuwee oT Hac 3aKpbiTO HENMpoOHMLL@eEMOW 3aBeCcoMn.
Bbl BOT gyManu, 4to a1 6yay LapCKOW XeHOW.

- W 6ypewsb, 6yaewsb!.. — rpo3HO KpUKHYN AnekcaHap [aHwnnioBu4, BCE eLlg,
no cBOeMy BfacTonobmio W TWecnasuo, AyMaBWWIKA BblAaTb A0Yb 3a
uMrepaTopa-oTpoka.

- baTiowka, n cernyac Bbl He TepseTe HageXAbl BblAaTb MEHS 3a rocyaapsa? -
C HAaCMeLKOn cnpocuia y oTua KHsXKHa Mapus.

- [a... He Tep4i0...

- MoBTopsto, Bbl 3abnyxaaeTecs.

— DTO Mbl YBUAMM... A Tenepb OCTaBb MEHS: 9 3aHAT.

Moaasue B cebe B3a0X, 6eaHas KHsXXHa Mapus Bbilwna U3 kabmnHeTa.

VII
HacTtynun geHb TopXXecTBa; BCE 6blN0 NPUroTOBAEHO K npuesay rocyaapsi. B
LuepkBnM Ana Hero 6blN10 caenaHo BO3BblweHWe ¢ 6bangaxuMHOM, yKpalleHHoe
aopormm b6apxatoM n nap4don. B OpaHueHbayme cobpanoCb MHOro rocrem, u
MeHLWMKOB C HETEPNEHMEM MOoAXNAAN Npue3aa rocyaaps.
OaHako Npowsio BpeMsi, B KOTOpoe AosXeH 6bin npuexaTtb lMéTp, a ero He
6b1n0; BCKOope u3 [leTeproda npuexan uapckun nocos, oduuep JI€Bylika
XpanyHoB. OH, KaK Mbl yXe 3HaeM, HM 3a YTO HW MPO YTO MO MNpPUKA3AHUIO
MeHwunkoBa 6bl1 NocaxeH noj apecT, HO KHA3b MBaH [Jonropykos, 6yayuu
UCKPEHHUM npuaTenem JIEBYWKM, WCNPOCUA €My 3alWuTbl Yy rocyaaps.
NéBywka 6bin1 0CBOGOXAEH, MPUHAT B CBUTY rocyaapsi, BOMPEKWU XefaHUKo
MeHwWwmnKoBa, N Tenepb eMy Mnpuwocb exaTb B OpaHueHbayM C m3BecTuem,
YTO rocyaapb 6bITb TaM HE MOXeET.
Mpn 3TOM M3BECTUM MEHLWWMKOB M3MEHWSICA B NMue M ApOXawMM rosiocoM
NporoBopwuI:
— A NO Kakon NpuymHe ero MMNepaTopckoe BesIM4eCcTBO He MOXeT npuexaTb?

- Mpo TO 9 HUYero He 3HAK, Balla CBETNOCTb, — MOYTUTESIbHO OTBETUN



ocdunuep-reapaeeu.

- 3BaTb Te€b64 JleoHTU, a No npo3sBuy XpanyHOB? — CNpocmn MeHLWMKOB,
XOTS NIMYHO 3Han oduuepa XpanyHoBa, ogHaKo, He 61aroBons K HEMY, peLluunn
nonsaeBaTbCa Hah HUM. — A AyMmato, rocnoAvH oduuep, 4YTo 3TO NopydyeHue
npuHecno tebe ocobeHHYy0 panoCTb? — ropbkKo ynblbassiCb, CNPOCUN OH.

- 51 BCe nopy4yeHuMs W npuKasbl ero BefmM4yecTBa rocygaps WCMNOJIHAK C
OAVMHaKOBOW pafoCTbio.

- A pa3Be He cocTaBnsieT ansd 1eba pagocT BO3MOXHOCTb YHU3UTb MeEHS,
NPUYNUHUTL MHE HEMPUATHOCTL?

- HnW Manenwen, Bawa CBETIOCTb, — OTKPOBEHHO oOTBeTUn JIéByLlKa
XpanyHoB, KOTopblK, obnagas MArkuM cepaueM M uUeHa B MeHwukose
KpPYNHOro rocyaapCTBeHHOro aeartens, AaBHO 3abbi1 HAHECEHHYO nM obuay.

— Ctano 6bITb, 31a NPOTUB MEHS Tbl HE UMeeLlb?

- Hukorpa He umen u nMmeTb He 6yay, Balwa CBETAOCTb.

- Cnacubo! Tbi, rocnoguMH odwuuep, NO-XPUCTMAHCKU XUBELWb - 371a He
NnOoMHUWbL. byab cerogHa Ha npasgHMKe MouM roctem!

Hayanocb ocBsiweHne xpama, W rosopsAT, 6yaTo MeHWWKOB BO BpeMs
borocnyxeHusa crtan Ha MecTo, npurotossieHHoe mMmnepatopy [lleTtpy II. 3710
6bI10 3aMeyeHOo MPUCYTCTBYIOWMMK, B LEPKBM MNOLWIO WYyWYyKaHbe, OAHAKO
rPOMKO roBOopuUTb 60SNMUCb, onacasCb BpeMeHLWMKa, N LEPEMOHNSA OCBSLLEHUS
npoago/mkanacb. OcTanbHass nporpamMma AHS ToXe Oblna BbIMOSIHEHA, HO
npowsna 6e3 0XMBNEHUSA — XO38MH AoMa bbln XMyp U MpayeH: ero 6ecrnokonsio
OTCYTCTBME rocypapsi; OH MOHWMMasn, 4YTO 3TO MNpPOM3OWIO HecrnpocTa, a,
O4YeBMAHO, MoA4 BSINSAHMEM ero Bparos. [103TOMY Npa3gHMK 3aKOHYUICA pPaHO U
B TOCK/IMBOM HaCTPOEHUMN.

MpoBoaMB rocrter, MeHWWKOB XoTen 6bi10 HanpaBUTbCA KAbWHET, HO ero
OCTaHoBWMA KHAMMHA Japba MnuxannoBHa, cka3as eMy:

- AnekcaHap [aHWnoBuY, He yXoAW... 3anam Ko MHe. lMoroBopuTb C T060IO
MHe Hazo.

- Hy 4uTo Takoe?.. [0BOpU 34€eCb... B 3a/1€ HUKOIO HET.

- 3Haewb, 4YTO MHe cerogHsd MaweHbkKa ckasana? — Kak-TO TAMHCTBEHHO

rnporoeopusia KHArMHAa MeHLWKNKoBa, OrnaabiBascb no CTopoHaMm. — byaTo oHa



6onble XUTb TaK HE MOXET U YUAET Kyaa rnasa rnsaaat.

- Yto Takoe? Kto eé nyctut? [Ja Kak oHa cMmeeT? Yb6exartb?.. [a s B
MOHAcCTblpb €& oTnpasto. DTO Tbl... Tbl, [apbsa, aeten wmusbanosana... BOT
Tenepb M BO3UCb C HUMU U BbICNyLWMBaM UX rpybocTu.

- Cebsa BMHK, AnekcaHap [JaHWOBUY, @ HE MEHS U He AeTelr HaWMUX... OHU HU
B YEM He NOBUHHHI.

- S nn He crtapanca ana Mapuu.. Yepe3 MeHA OoHa B HeBeCTbl nonana K
rocyaapto. E€ noMmHalT B UepKBax, BENMKOM KHSXHOM Ha3biBalOT.. Ha eé
ABOp TpuAauaTb 4YeTblpe TbICAYM OTMyckakT, a Mapun BCé Mano... 3To en BCé
HUMOYEM.

- Huuero, lJaHnnbi4, oHa 3Toro He TpebyeT oT Teb4!

- Tak yero xe ewé en Hano? Kakoro poxHa? — KpUKHyn MeHLLNKOB.

- [lokos AyweBHOro Haao Hawen Mawe. Beab ¢ Tex nop, Kak Hapeknu eé
Lapckon HeBecToM, Mawa nokos cebe He BMAMT, U3Myumnacb, cepaedHas. C
camoro AaHs obpydyeHums rocygapb He CKasan en AByX C/I0B JlaCKOBbIX,
CTOpoHUTCA eé. Momn coseT, AnekcaHap [aHuMNOBWY: CKOpee roe3xan B
MNeTeprod, neperoBopun C rocygapeM, Crpocu, XXeHUTCS I OH Ha Mawe? XoTb
M Hanepéa S 3Hato, YTO TOMY He bbiBaTb, @ BCE Xe CrpoCcKn, y3Haun.

KHa3b nocnywancs aobporo coseta XeHbl 1 noexan B MNeteprod. OaHaKo OH
He 3acTan rocygaps v octancs A0XMAaTbCs ero BO3BpalleHus.

METp CKOPO BEPHYNCH; eMy A0NOXNAN O MeHLWmnKoBe.

— AX, KaK 3TO HenpuaTHo!.. 'ae oH? — XMYypO CRNpOCUI UMnepaTop-oOTPOK.

- Bo ABOpue, Balle BENNYECTBO.

- Hy n nycte ero tam pgoxwugaetcda! — n rocyaapb, He 3axoasi BO ABOpeL,
OTNpaBMCA B CONPOBOXAEHUN KHA35 MBaHa [jonropykoBa B caA.

3To npeHebpexuTenbHoe OTHOLWEHME MOHapxXa-oTpoKa MMeno CBOWU
ocHoBaHuA. OH n Boobuwe-To 6bln He pacnosioXXeH K MeHWUKOBY U OYeHb
OXOTHO COrflacuics He noexaTb Ha npasgHWUK CBEeTNenWero, 4YTo emy
rnocoseTtoBann Hepobpoxenatenn AnekcaHapa [daHunoBuya, XKenaswiune
HaHecTun TXEnbIn yaap camontobuio nocnegHero. Ho a3toro 6b1s10 Mano; oHwu
Xe, Hepobpoxenatenn MeHWKWKoOBa, coobwmnn rocygapto O TOM, 4TO

AnekcaHgp [aHunoBudy 3aHAn B LUEpPKBM MeCTO, MNpUroToBleHHOEe A4



MOHapxa, W, KOHeYHO, 3TO 6bLI0 nepefaHo C pas3HbIMKM NpuUKpacamu wu
npeyeenuyeHmamMm, a B pe3ynbTate y [leTpa Anekceesnmya ewé 6onee
YCUINUNOCb HEA0BONBLCTBO MEHLWWKOBBLIM, U OH ByKBanbHO-TakKM He MOIr BUAETb
ero.

A MeHWNKOB C HETEPNEHUEM OXMnaasa nMmnepartopa.

HakoHeu XpanyHOB, HaxoAWBLUMMACS BO ABOpUE, LWenHys MeHLWWKOoBY, 4TO
rocygapb BO3BpaTUACA W HaxoauTca B cady. AnekcaHap [aHunoBuy
HanpasBunca TyAda >Xe W, MNpeAcTaBUMBLUMCL roCyAapto, CTan MoYTUTESIbHO
CnpawmueBaTb €ro, No4YeMy OH He 6blN1 Ha OCBSALEHUN LEepPKBMU.

— [MIOTOMY 4TO He MOr... NJ0X0 cebs yyBCTBOBaN, — Xos04HO oTBeTUN METp.

- A Mbl BCe Tak xpganu T1ebs, rocyaapb, U B 0CO6EHHOCTU KHSAXHa Mapwus.
HenpubbiTMe K HaM TBOEro Benu4yecTBa MPUHEC/I0O MOEW [0YepU HeManytro
CKOpb6b.

- BOT kak? 5 3TOoro He 3Hasn.

- [ocynapb, A03BOJ/Ib MHE CKa3aTb HECKOJIbKO C/OB...

— TONbKO He Ternepb... NOXanyncra, He Tenepb. A cenyac ey Ha OXOTY...

- S TonbKO Ha Manoe BpeMs 3agdepxy Tebs, rocysapb. Bbicnywan MeHsa: o
TOM npowy TBOE ULapCcKoe BeSINYeCcTBO YyCepaHo, — M MEeHLWWKOB HU3KO
noknoHunca lNerpy, NpMYEM ronoc y Hero gpoxxarn.

- AX, KaK 3TO CKy4HO! — C HeyAOBOJIbCTBMEM MPOroBOPUST MMMEPaToOpP-OTPOK
N, NOBEPHYBLUNCb K CBOeMYy Ntobumuy, 6bICTpO cnpocun y Hero: — Bcé roTtoso,
BaHa?

- Bcé, rocyaape.

- Tak noepem!.. — u MNE&Tp, He B3rNsgHyB Ha MeHWMNKOBaA, NPOWEN MUMO HEro
M CKOpO yexarn.

Ewé Tak HefaBHO MOryLEeCTBEHHbIN U BCECUIIbHbIN BeNlbMOXa, 3aCTaBAsBLUNM
HEBOJIbHO TpeneTaTb BCSAKOro, CTOs/1 Tenepb, BCEMU OCTaBJIEHHbIN,
6eCnoOMOLLHbIA, MOHYPSA CBOK BAACTONOOUBYIO FOMI0OBY; €My CTasio SICHO €ero
6e3BbIXO4HOE MNOJIOXEHWE, OH MOHAM, YTO ero nageHue 67M3KO U 4YTO ero
Bparn TOP>XeCTBYIOT.

OnHako oH ewé He caasancsa W ocrtanca B [leTeprode Ho4yeBaTb, AyMmas

YyTpOM 06bSACHUTbCS C rocyaapeM. Ho [léTp, BeposiTHO wu3berass 3TOro



06bsACHEHUs, ONATb yexan Ha OXOoTy. MeHWMKOB XOTesl 3aUTU Ha MOSIOBUHY
BEJIMKON KHSXXHbI HaTanbu AnekceeBHbl, HO, KOrga en ckKasanu, 4YTo K Heu
nAET MeHWunKoB, OHa, "4Tob6bl N36aBUTLCA OT HEMPUATHOCTU BUAETLCS C HUM",
KaK roBOpsAT MOKa3aHUA COBPEMEHHMKOB, "BbIMPbIrHysa M3 OKHa" B cag u
yexana.

Torpa AnekcaHap [aHunoBuy pewmnncs obpatutbCs ¢ Npocbbor 3aMONBUTL
3a Hero C/I0Be4yKo rnpes rocygapeM K uapeBHe EnusaBete [leTpoBHe. Bo
BpeMsi CBOero Mmoryuiecrtsa oH Mano obpawan BHMMaHWUS Ha Heé, Tenepb Xe
€My npuuwiocb NyKaBuTb nNpen Aodepblo  cBoero bnarogerens: OH
pacnpoCcTpaHsascs O  CBOMX  MNpPEexXHWUX  3acnyrax, >xasjnoBascs Ha
HebnarogapHOCTb rocydapsi U roBopuil, 4To eMy Ternepb Npu ABOpPE He4yero
Aenatb, 4TO OH XO4eT yexaTb Ha YKpauHy M HadanbCTBOBAaTb TaM Hapg
BOMCKOM.

- YTo Xe OT MeHf, KHA3b, Tbl XO4ewb? — BbIC/yWaB AJMHHYIO pedb
MeHwwukoBa, cnpocuna Ennsasera lNeTpoBHa.

- Byab 3acTynHuuUen 3a MeHs, MaTylwKa uecapeBHa. [ocyaapb pacnosioxXeH K
TBOEMY BbICOYECTBY... 06BACHN €My MOE HecyaCTHOE MOJIOXEHME N MONOXEHNE
mMoen 6eaHon foyepn Mapuun; Beab OHa M3My4dunacse...

- B 3TOM 9 He MOry nomMo4yb TBOEW AO4Yepu: rocyaapb He Nbut e€, oHa He
HpPaBUTCHA eMy, @ Tbl CaM XOpPOLLO 3Haelb, YTO HaCUJbHO MU He byaellb.

- He HpaBUTCs rocyaapto Mosi 404Yb, NMYCTb OH CKaxeT 06 aToMm, Toraa Mapwus
He 6yaeT M CuYMTaTbCA ero HEeBeCTOW; eCc/iM HYXHO, OHa AdaXe B MOHacCTbIpb
yMaéT. M a yeay xXoTb Ha YKpauHy u Tam 6yay Hectn cnyxby Bepon u
npasaon MoeMy rocyaapio.

LlapeBHa, 4TOb6bI CKOpee oTaenatbCs OT MeHwwukoBa, obewana emy cBoé
X04aTancTBo nNpea NAeMaHHUKOM-roCyAapeM.

Naos oT uecapeBHbl, MeHWWKOB noBcTpedancsd ¢ OctepMaHOM. XWUTpbin
AHgpenn MBaHOBMY XOTeN TONbKO OrpaHMUYMUTbLCA MNOKJOHOM C  6bIBLINM
BPEMEHLUMKOM, HO MeHLWNKOB OCTaHOBW/ ero:

- MocTon Manoctb, AHApelr VMIBAHOBWUY, U Tbl KyAa-TO Crewmnb?

- Y MeHs Tak MHOro Aefia, KHA3b, S A0J/KEH...

— Thbl 4OJ/IKEH BbIC/yLWaTb MEHS.



— Ho MHe, npaBo, KHA3b, HEAOCYT.

- W Tbl NpOTUB MeHSA, N Tbl? BUXy, BCe — APY3bA-NPUATENN A0 YEPHOro AHSA,;
He 3abbiBan TOro, AHapen MiBaHOBMY, YTO Tbl MHe 0653aH KOe-4eM; NPUNOMHU
XOpOLeHbKOo!

— 1 NOMHIO, KHA3b, MOMHIO.

- Ewé, 6apoH OcTtepmaH, He 3abbiBah NpeBpaTHOCTEN YeN0BEeYeCcKon cyabbbl.
HblH4Ye Tbl B MO4YeCTU U cnase, a 3aBTpa MOXeET 6biTb, 6yaelb BCEro SINLWEH.
Ha MHe yuyucb npeBpaTHOCTAM cyabbbl. XoTen 6bi10 S NoroBoputb € T0601O,
NONPOCUTb TBOEro 3acTyrnHU4YecTBa, Aa He Hajo; BCE paBHO HMYEro Tbl A4
MeHS He caenaelb, U cnosa Mou, n Npocbbbl 6yayT HanpacHsbl. MNpowan! XoTb
W Heapyr Tbl MHe, a BCE e Hexenat Tebe 4yBCTBOBaTb Ternepb TO, YTO 4
YyBCTBYIO, U MEepPeHOCUTb TO, UYTO s MepeHowy, — U, CKa3aB 3TO, MeHLWWNKoB
yexan u3 lNeteprogckoro asopua.

Ero nonoxeHue aencTBUTENbLHO NowaTHyNock. Wectoro ceHTabpsa 1727 roaa
MMNepaTop-OTPOK M3a4an ykKas, B CUy KOTOPOro BfacTb KHA3 MeHWwuKoBa
3Ha4YUTENbHO YMeHbLlanach; B yKase, Mexay npoymm, 66110 cKasaHo:

"M noHexe Mbl Tak Xe BCEMWIOCTUBEWLWE HaMEepeHbl, ANa Nydlero
OTnpassieHns BCEX rocyAapCTBEHHbIX  aen " nyJywen NONb3bl
BepHomnoaAaHHbIX Hawwux, camm B BepxoBHoM Hawem TaiHOM coBeTe
npucyTCcTBOBaTb, W And Toro noTpebHo, u4Tobbl OHbIM COBET BcCerga
oTnpasnsanca npu 6oky Hawem; Toro paav oTBeCTM B TOM Xe HaweM neTHem
ABopue oAHYy nanaty, B KoTopon 6bl No npuesge HaweM OHbIn COBET
oTnpasnsieM 6bITb Mor".

OaHako, HecMoTpsa Ha 310, MeHWMKOB BCE elWé npoaoskasa BNacTBOBATb U
0TAaBaTb pasfiMyHble NpUKasaHus.

DTO He MOrJl0 He pa3apa)xaTb rocyaaps.

- 51 nokaxy, KTO M3 Hac uMrnepaTtop: A uim MeHLWUKOoB! — rPO3HO KPUKHYI
METp, TOMHYB HOMON.

- YcnokonTecb, rocyaapb, 3a CBO& HenocnywaHue KHA3b MeHLWnKoB
OTBETUT, — BKPAA4YMBbIM rosiIocoOM rnporosopus OctepMaH, rnokasblBas BUA, 4TO
CTapaeTcs YCMOKOWUTb CBOEro Aep>XXaBHOro BOCMWUTAHHWKA, a Ha CaMOM Jere

CTapasnca HaxsBanmeaTb Ha MeHWMNKOBA.



- [la, Aa, OH OTBETUT MHE, OH nonnaTtuTcsa. AHApen VBaHOBMY, cenvac xe
NnpUKaxu BCe MOM Bewu W ojexay, Haxoasdwmeca B AoMe MeHLWwMKOBa,
nepeses3Tu Clo4a, BO ABOpeL.

- Cnywato, rocygapb... A ecin KHA3b MeHLWWKOB He MocaywaeT U Belen
Ballnx, rocyaapb, He Bbligact? OT Hero, Bawe BeMYECTBO, BCEro MOXHO
oXungaThb.

- S... 9 ykpowy MeHWnKoBa, 9 COrHy ero B Ayry.. Tbl yBuauwb, AHApen
MBaHOBWY, KaK S C HUM MOCTYMJItO, Tbl YBUANLWb.

- Beab KHA3b MeHWWKOB — 6yayLlWwMA TeCTb Ballero senmyecrsa. YAo06HO nu,
rocyaapb, 6yaer ¢ HUM KpyTO NOCTYNUTb?

- MeHWnKoB — MoM TecTb? [la Tbl HUKAK C yMa cowén, AHapen MiBaHoBUY? OH
HUKorga uM He bypaert... Hukoraa!

— A ero goub, KHsxHa Mapusa AnekcaHapoBHa? Beab oHa obpydeHa C BaliuM
BEJINYECTBOM.

- Y10 e Takoe? Ob6bpyyeHa, HO He BeH4yaHa. KctaTtu, cerogHs xe caenaTb
pacrnopshxeHne, 4yTobbl B UepKkBax Aoyepu MeHWUKOBa Ha eKTeHbAX He
NOMUHANM N MOEN HEBEeCTOM He Ha3biBanu. O TOM HyXHY 6yMary M3rotosb 1
nownun K npeocBsweHHoMy @eodaHy, — TOHOM, He [A0MNyCKakwwum
BO3pa>keHuni, NporoBopua nMnepaTop-oTpoK.

[Oa v k10 cTtan 6bl Bo3paxkaTb eMy? Bce BenNbMOXW, BeCb ABOP paAoBasvChb
nageHuto BCECUSIbHOrO BpeMmeHuwmka, n 6onee papyrux TOMYy paaoBascs
XuTpblt OcTepmaH.

Yyactb MeHwunkoBa 6blna okoHYaTenbHO peweHa. lNTeHeu Benukoro lleTpa,
BCECUJIbHbIN, NOYTU MOSIHOBNACTHbIN NpaBuTenb Poccun, nan... DToro Konocca
n 6oraTbipa nobeann aep>kaBHbl ManbyuK.

Nérp II 6bin noytm o6a3aH BO3BeAEHMEM Ha npecton MeHLWWKOoBY, HO,
HEeCMOTpsl Ha 3TO, TAroTUNACS UM, He nobun ero... Ja n Mor nM oH NwbUTb
yenoseka, KOTOpPbIM YyTb M HE NEpBbIA NoANMCan CMEpPTHbIA NPUroBOp ero
oTuUy, 3/710CYacTHOMY uapeBuyy Anekceto lNeTpoBuuy? Mor nn 3abbiTb OHbLIN
MNETp TO NpeHebpexeHne, C KaKMM OTHOCUIICSA K HEMY U K ero cectpe Hatanbe
MeHWWKOB BO BpeMa UapCTBOBaHUA wuMmnepatpuubl  EkatepuHbl  I?

LlapctBeHHble aeTun — TETp U HaTtanbd — XWM COBEpLUEHHbIMW CUMPOTaMu, B



3abpoce, B 3a4HMX KOMHaTax ABopua; oba OHW Hy>XAanuCb BO MHOIMOM, U BCE
M3-3a TOro e MeHWWKoBa, NOTOMY YTO BPEMEHLUMK COKpaLlasa pacxonbl Ha UX
cogepxxaHme. Mornuv nn BCé 3TO 3abbITb LLAPCTBEHHbIE AETU?

MpexHue rpexm MeHLWKMKoBa, TO €CTb ero pasfiM4yHbie 3no0ynotpebneHuns n te
NPUéMbl, KaKUMN 6bINnN HaXXUTbl MEHLWNKOBBbIM MUIIMOHbI — OAHUX KPECTbSH Y
Hero 6bl10 OKONO CTa ThiCAY YenoBekK, — BCE 3TO CAbian v 3Hana uMnepaTtop-
OTPOK W pewunnca onate obpatuTe MeHWWKoBa B HWUYTO, M3 KOTOPOro TOT
BblLeNn No BOJIe BE/IMKOro npeobpasosBaTens.

Ha uenoBeka, KoTopbih TuTynoBan cebs Tak: "Mbl, AnekcaHap MeHWMWKOB,
puYMCKaro u poCCUMCKaro rocyaapcrBa KHA3b, repuor VM>XKOpCKWn, HacnenHbln
rocnoavH ApaHubypra M WMHbIX, ero uapckaro BesinyecTBa BCEpPOCCUMUCKAro
nepBbin  AENCTBUTENbHbLIA TaWHbIA COBETHWK, KOMaHAYWMUA reHepan-
denbamapwan BoMUCK, reHepan-rybepHaTtop rybepHumn CaHKT-NuTepbypxcKomn
M MHOMMX MPOBUHUWUIKA €ro uMnepaTopckaro BesinMyecTBa, KaBajep CBSATOMO
AHppesa un CnoHa, n benaro n YepHaro opnos u np., n np." - obpywwnnack
onana uMnepaTtopa-oTpoka.

- [10BONIbHO B/ACTBOBaTb M CAaMOBOJIbHMYATb MEHLWIWKOBY; HaZO MOMOXUTb
3ToMy KoOHeu! OH CIMWKOM MHOro o cebe BO3MeudTan WU, KaxeTcs, Npo TO
3abbia, 4TO 9 — MMMepaTop... HAAO eMy HanoMHUTb 06 3ToM, — ckazan MNéTp
CcBoOen cecTpe Hatanbe AnekceeBHe.

- A Kak xe Tbl, lMeTpyLwa, NoCTynuLb CO CBOEN HEBECTON?

— C Kakon? Y MeHs HEeT HeBeCThl.

- A goyb MeHwwnkosa, Mapusa?

- OHa 6bina Moen HeBecTon npexae. Korga meHsa ¢ Het obpydanu, Toraa s
HaxoAuscss noAa ornekon MeHWWKoBa, OH Aenan Co MHOKW, 4YTo XxoTen. A
Tenepb, HaTtawa, BCE He TO, 3Ty oneKky s1 Cbpocnn Co CBOMX MNneuy... 1 HU C KeM
He Xo4y pasgensaTtb CBOK BAacTb. A — wuMmnepaTtop, MHe bor Bpyuun 3Ty
BN1aCTb, — C 601bWIMM BOOAYLIEBIEHMEM NPOrOBOPMA MMNEPATOP-OTPOK.

- [MeTpywa, Kak Tbl Xopow B cBoux cnoeax! Tbl roBopullb COBCEM Kak
6onbwon, — nobysacb aAepxaBHbIM 6paToM, C BOCXMULIEHWEM MpOroBopuia
Be/IMKasa KHAXHa Hatanba AnekceesHa.

- A KpoMe TOoro, 1 ewé cunéH. MeHWWKOB NpoTUB MeHsa 6oraTblpéM CMOTPUT,



a s ocunun ero, - JAeTCKU-XBAcCT/IMBO MPOroBOpusl UMMepaTop-OTPOK. —
OAHaKo OCTaBMM roOBOPWUTb MPO 3TO. MEHLWMKOBbI MHE CTpalIHO HaZoenu, u s

6yaoy OYeHb pajd CKopee OTAeNaTbCsA OT HMX. [JHA yepes3 ABa-TpU UX He ByaerT...

VIII
Mexay TeM MeHWMKOB nMpuvHMMan BCe Mepbl ANs  noadepXaHus
yCKONb3aBLUEeN OT Hero BfactM WU, 4Tobbl XOTb HECKOSIbKO YMWPOTBOPUTH
rocyaaps, nocnan K HEMY CBOK XEHY U fo4vepent.
Hemano npuwnocb BbkaaTb Lapbe MuxannosHe B [leTeprodckoM asopue,
noka O HeW AO0NOXWAW uMmnepaTtopy. E€é goyepu HanpaBWUAUCbL Ha MOSIOBUHY
BEJIMKOW KHSXHbI HaTanbn AnekceeBHbl.
XonoaHo npuHAn eé rocyaapb U CNpoCcus O Lenn eé npuxoaa.
- S npuwna K BaM, rocyaapb, 3a MUIOCTbIO, — CO crie3aMn oteBeTuna [apbs
MunxannoBHa, ONyCcKasiCb Ha KOJIEHMU.
- BCTaHbTe, KHAMMHSA, 1 FOBOPUTE, YTO BaM Haao?
- MunocTtu, nowagsl, rocygapb!
- Bbl, KHAMHSA, NpocuTe 3a Myxa?
- 3a Hero, Balwe MMrnepaTopckoe Benn4ecTBo.
- Bawmn npocbbbl HampacHbl, KHAMMHSA. Baw MyX CAWMWKOM MHOMO B35 Ha
cebs. B cBOMX MOCTynKax OH COBCEM 3abbll, YTO MMNepaTop POCCUNCKUN — A,
a He oH. OH 3no0ynotpebnan [JoBepueM MNOKOWMHOWM  uMNepaTpuubl:
LapcreoBajia He OHa, @ MeHWNKOB. EMy XOTenocb TOYHO TaK e B/lacTBOBaTb
U B MOE LapCTBOBaHWE, HO 3TO eMy He yaacTtcs. HeT, A0BO/bHO! — rpPOMKO U C
BOJIHEHMEM NMPOroBOPUIS MMMNEPaTOpP-OTPOK, BbICTPO pacxaxknsas rno KabuHery.
- He 0 BNacT NpocuT MOM MyX, Balle BENYECTBO, @ O CHUCXOXAEHUMN.
— [10BONIbHO; OH — WU TO HE B Mepy MNoJib30BasiICd MOUM CHUCXOXAEHWEM... €ro
Hafo 6bl NpeaaTb CTPOroMy CyAy, HO 1 HE XO4Yy 3TOro, NOMHS CTapble 3acnyru
MeHwunkoBa.
- [ocypapb, cobnaroBonute AaTb HaM paspelleHne yexaTb B KaKyk-Hubyab
Hally BOTYUHY.
- Kyaa BaM exaTb, Bbl 06 3TOM nonyyute ykas.

- Bawe nMnepaTopckoe BenmyecTtso, npowy Ballen nowiaabl He paan MyXxa,



a paguM MoOuxX pgodeperm M CblHa, HW B YEM He MNOBUHHbLIX MNpes BaWWM
BesinyectsoM. OKaxumTe UM MUIOCTb, rocyaapb.

- Xopouwo, s NoCcMOTpto... OCTaBbTe MEHS, KHAMMHA: 9 3aHAT.

Ho kHArmHa [dapbsa MuxannoBHa, FPOMKO pblaas, OMATb OMNycTuiacb Ha
KOJIeHWn npea rocyaapeM. Torga OH, He roBops yxe 6onee HU cnoBa, Bblwen
N3 cBoero kabmHeTa, 0oCTaBMB NPOCUTENBHULLY.

BenHas KHArMHA BCTana C KOJIeH W HanpaBwuaacb Ha MOJSIOBUHY BEIMKOMU
KHS>XXHbl HaTanbn AnekceeBHbl; TaM OHa AyMana BCTPETUTb CBOUX AoYepen.
OaHako Benukas KHsXKHa, 4Tobbl n3bexaTb 06bACHEHUS C XXEHOW N A0YepbMU
MeHwWwmnKoBa, He NpuHsanNa ux.

Bo aBopue HMKTO He pa3roBapuvBasl C XXeHOW OrManbHOro BeNbMOXW U C ero
aovyepbMn. A [OaBHO NM ewWwé BCe 3aUCKMBANIM  PACMNOSIOKEHUS KHATUHU
MeHLWKnKoBOKW, 3a 60MNbLUYIO YeCTb NoYnTanm, ecian oHa roeopuna c kem-nmbo?
YBbl, BCEé MMHOBANO; Tenepb Bce 6exanun oT Heé, Kak OT 3a4yM/IEHHOMN...
Oapba MwuxannoBHa oTnpaBwuna go4yepen AOMOM, a camMa Hanpasuiacb B
kBaptupy OcTepmaHa, AyMas TaM HaWTWU COYYBCTBME M NOMOWb, TeM bonee
yTo OcTepMaH MHOrMM 6b171 06593aH MeHLWMKOoBY.

"MoMHsa Hawy xneb-conb M Halwe pacnonoxeHue, AHapen MiBaHOBUY, MOXET,
3aMONBUT 3a Hac Aobpoe CNnoBeyKOo rocyzapro, 3acTynUTCA 3a Hac; CTaHy
CNé3HO NpocuTb ero 06 3ToM; MOWM CNE3bl TPOHYT ero cepaue... BeAb 4YesioBek
OH, He 3Bepb 6ecuyyBCTBEHHbIN", — AyMana yApyYEHHass TOpeM KHSAMMHSA
MeHwwukoBa, Bxoas Kk OcTtepMmaHy.

— 3Hal0, KHSAMMHSA, 3Hal, 3a4eM Bbl MNOXasioBa/iM KO MHE, HO, K CBOeMy
KpanHeMy COXalleHWo, HNYero As19 Bawero Myxa caenaTtb He MOory, Hu4yero! —
BCTpeTUN eé xmnTtpbirh OcTepmaH.

- baTowka, AHapen lMBaHOBWMY, BOMAM Tbl B HAWe rOpbKOe MOJIOXKEHME,
NOMOru Tbl HaM, nomoru!

- W paa 6bl, AyweBHO paj, Aa He MOTry, KHAMMHIOLWKA.

- He rosopu Tak, AHapen MBaHOBMY, MOXelWb Tbl, BCE Moxewsb!.. [ocyaapb
Tebs cnywaer...

- He ckaxute, pobpenwas [Hapba MwuxannoBHa, He ckaxuTe. Haw

mMnepaTtop noa4yac 6biBaeT caMoyrnpaBeH, ga KpoMe TOro, €ro Bean4ecrtso



CNIMWIKOM Orop4éH noCTynkaMu Ballero Myxa W rHeBaeTcs Ha Hero. A
npo6osan 6bI10 NpOCUTb rocyaaps 3a KHA3a AnekcaHgpa JaHunosuya.

- Ox, AHapen VMBaHOBMY, HenpasAy Tbl FOBOpULLb, Henpasay! He cTaHewsb Tol
3@ Hac NpoOCUTb, HE CTaHeLb!

— KHSArMHS, CBOMMKW CoBamMu Bbl O6MXKaeTe MeHs...

- MpocTun, ecnn Mmon cnoea, AHapen NBaHoBuY, Tebe 06MaHbIMM NOKa3anuchb,
N eCcnun Tbl XOTb HEMHOIO XaJieelwb Hac, ToO NOMorM HaMm, Xpucra pagu!.. 3eMHO
0 TOM npowy Teba! - N npu 3Tux cnosax 6epHas [Lapbs MwuxannosHa
onyctunacb Ha koneHu npea OcTtepMaHOM, KoTopbii BCé 6onee m 6onee
BXOAW B AoBepue K rocyaapto n 6bin Tenepb cambiM MPUBANKEHHBIM K HEMY
YeslIoBEKOM.

- YT0 3TO, KHArMHA? BcTaHbTe, BCTaHbTe, 4YTO Bbll.. ECcnm 6bl 661510 B Moen
BNacTM onpaenatb KHA3s9 AnekcaHgpa [aHunoBuya wnu, TakK CKasaTb,
CrnaauTb BCeE ero npocTynku, To 9 caenan 6bl 370 1 6e3 Balwmnx NokoHOB. Ho,
NOBTOPSID, 5, K COXaJleHU, HMYEero He MOry caenatb AN Hero, HWYero, -
xonogHo nporoeopun OctepmaH. — lpocTuTe MeHs, MHe Heaocyr. S cnewy B
BepxoBHbIM COBET... MeHS oXuaakT, — AobasBmn OH, cTapasicb ocBo60aAUTb U3
pPYK MeHLWWKOBOMN CBOW paclnTbIA 3010TOM KadTaH.

- Tak He MOXelb, He MOXelWb? — BCTaBasi C KoseH, nepecnpocuna [apbs
MuxannoBHa, — Hy n He Hafgo... He Hago!.. A yHuxanacb npesg To6ot, AHApeNn
MNBaHOBWY, CO Cne3amu yMossina, HO HUYTO He TpOoHyno Tebsa. CMoTpu, AHApen
MBaHoBMY, Beab cyabba nepeMeHumBa, MOXeT ObiTb, U Tbl Y3Haelb CBOW
YépHbl AeHb, U Haa ToboM HanacTb pa3pasnTCs, Kak pa3pas3unacb OHa Haa
HaMmu... Tbl cMeélwbCs Tenepb Haa Hawen 6eaon, Tak NMOCMEKTCA Apyrue Hag
TBOEN 6epon... Mpowan! - N KHArMHA MeHWUKOBa He cnewa ocTtasBuna
kabuHeTt OcTtepMaHa.

- ®y! Y10 OHa TyT HaroBopuna? lpo Kakon-TO YEPHbIA AEHb, NPO KaKy-TO
6eay Hamekana... nyrana KakKoW-TO HanacTtbl... BoT B3gopHas 6abal..
3acTtynaTtbcs 3a MeHwunkoBa! Cnyra nokopHbIA... 4 He cnewa, a Mano-noMany
3aMMy ero Mecto m 6yay TakuM Xe MWHUCTPOM, KakuM 6bi1 MeHLUMKOB.
NMoBnacTteoBan OH, M AOBOJSIbHO, Tenepb MOS odyepeab! — paccyxaan cam C

coboto OcTepmaH.



Korpa kapeta KHarmHu Japbu MuxannoBHbl oTbexana OT noavesga Asopua,
rocygapb oOTAan MnpukKas HanoXuTb Ha MeHWwuKoBa AOMAWHWW apecTt U
NOpy4Yunn BbINOSHUTb 3TO reHepan-nentTeHaHTy CanTblKOBY.

- MeHWwWKOB MHOro 3na caenan moemy 6efHOMY OTUYy, U S He MOry 3abbiTb
3TO, — CKasan OH. — { He MOory TepneTb 4YesioBeKa, KOTopbli 6bll 3noaeem
MoeMy oTuy M Moen babke rocyaapbiHe EBaokun ®énoposBHe. Kctatn, AHapen
MBaHOBMY, cCKOpO M Mbl B MockBy noegem? — cnpocun y OcTepMaHa
MMNepaTop-OTPOK.

- JTO 3aBuUCUT, Trocypapb, OT BalMUX MNpUKasaHUW, KakK Bbl MOBeeTb
n3BonuTe.

- Mntep MHe Hapoen, 9 xo4yy B MockBy. B MockBe nydwe. He npasga nu,
BaHa? - o6patuncsa rocyaapb K cBoeMmy nwbumuy, KHA30  MBaHy
Jonropykosy.

- ['4e BaM XOpoLWo, TaM U MHe HenJ0xo, rocyaapsb.

- Cnacnbo, BaHs, cnacubo!l.. 3Hato, nwobuwb Tbl MeHs, npeaaH MHe. A
AHapen NeaHoBuY Teba He nobuT.

- [ocypapb, Korga xe s... — MEHSCb B nuue, npobopmotan OcTtepmaH.

- [da, pa, Tbl He nwobuwb BaHl; roBopub, YTO OH OTBNIEKaeT MeHs OT
3aHATUSA HayKaMu... Beab rosopun?

- 4... 9 K KHA310 IiBaHy AnekceeBu4y AYLWEBHYIO NPUBA3AHHOCTb MMEID...

- Hy, xopowo, AHapen MBaHOBMY, XOpoLWO, A NOWyTU... Tak Tbl FOBOPULLb,
HaM CKOpPO MOXHO M B MOCKBY exaTb? — MEHHAs pas3roBop, cnpocun y
OcTtepmaHa rocyaapb.

- MOXHO, rocyaapb, AHeN yepe3 NATb — LWeCTb.

- N otnnyHo! BoT Mbl cnpoBagmm u3 lNutepa MeHwwuWKoBa, a camm B MOCKBY
noeaem. S nwbnw Mocksy, oyeHb nobnaw! A 3HaeTe noyemy? lMoToMmy 4ToO,
rosopsaT, MockBy ntobun mon oteud... N Hatawa nwobut. A Tbi, BaHa, nobuwb
nn Mockey? [a? Y TBoero oTua, Kaxertcs, nog MocksBon 6onbwas ycaabba
ecTb?

- EcTb, rocyaapb. [OpeHKK rnpo3biBaeTcs.

- N oxoTntbCcH, BaHs, MOXHO?

- Kak e, Hawwn neca VI306VIJ'IYPOT Andblo. B HUX pgaxe nonagaeTrcsa wu



KpacHbIA 3BEpb.

- MNMobbiBaeM, HenpeMeHHO nobbiBaeM W B Yycaabbe y TBOero otua u
NOOXOTUMCSA TaM BBOJIKO. YTO Tbl MOpWMLWbLCS, AHApen VMIBaHOBMY? YK KaK Tbl
Xo4yelwb, a OXOTUTbCA 1 6yay. FoBopsAT, Npagen MOM, NOKOWHLIA Lapb Anekcen
Muxannosud, nwbun oxotutbca noa MoOCKBOW, WM nec TaM TaKOW €ecCTb,
CoKO/IbHMKaMM Mpo3blBaeTcsi, B KOTOPOM OH J/t0bun oxoTutbcs... Tak 1
rosopto, BaHsa?

- Tak, rocyaapso.

- A Tbl, AHapen MBaHoBMY, 6abywke Moen, uapuue-uHOKWHe, nocnan nu
NMMCbMO C MU3BECTUEM, YTO MeHWmnKoB yxe 6osbllue He npaBuTeslb, HE pereHT,
M YTO eMy HEe MMHOBATb CCbIKU?

- Kak e, no TBOeMy npukasy, rocygapb, B4Yepa C Hapo4dHbiM B MOCKBY, B
HoBoaeBMYMN MOHACTbIPb, Nocnarn...

— MEeHLWNKOB NO CBOEMY AESHUIO 3aC/yXU CMEPTHYH Ka3Hb, HO S MOMUAYIO
ero. lNycTb XMBET... 1 MPOTUB Ka3HM. MOXHO Haka3biBaTb MNpPEeCTYMNHUKOB,
cocnatb B Cnbupb, a XXM3Hb OTHUMATb Y HUX HE HaA0 — XWM3Hb HaM JaHa
Borom, eto n pacnops»xatbcsa MOXeT TonbKo bor! A BOT nogpacTty, BO3My»Xato
N HenpeMeHHO OTMEeHI Ka3Hb. A 1 Tenepb caenan 6bl 370, Aa HeKOTOpble
yneHbl BepxoOBHOro coBeTa OTCTamMBalOT Kas3Hb, Aa W AHApen MVBaHOBMY
rOBOPUT, 4YTO MPECTYNHMKOB HaAO Ka3HUTb B MpuMep APYruM, — MPOU3HEC
MMNepaTop-OTPOK.

- Hago kapaTtb npecTyrnjieHume, rocyaapb, MHave NpecTynHUKOB pa3Benércs
Takoe MHOXECTBO, YTO C HMMWU cnapy He 6yaeT, — BHYLWWUTENbHO NMPOMOMBUN
OcTepmMaH.

- PasyMeeTcs, HakasbiBaTb HaAo, HO TOJIbKO He CMepTbio. HeaaBHO KHSA3b
MNBaH gan MHe XOpOLWN YypOK... XOTUTE, pacCKaxy?

- Moxanyncra, Bale BeSINYeCTBO, — C HU3KMM TMOKJIOHOM MNpPOroBopun
OcTepMaH.

- 4 cnewwnn Kyaa-To exaTb. MHe NOACYHYNM NoAnNMcaTb CMEPTHbLIM NPUroBOp;
s B34J1 Nepo U, He 4yuTas, XOoTes yxe noanucaTtb ero. A KHA3b MBaH noaolwén
KO MHe 1 601bHO YyWMNHYN — Tak 60N1bHO, YTO 9 BCKPUKHYN OT 60nun. TonbKo

yTO XOTes 4 pas3pasuTbCa FHEeBOM, a KHHA3b MBaH M roBOpuUT MHe: "Bor,



rocygapb, Tebe 60/bHO OTTOro, 4TO S ywUnHyn Tebd, a KakoBO TOMY
HEeCYaCTHOMY, y KOTOporo 6e3BMHHO XOTAT ronosy cpybutb? U Tbl, rocyaapsb,
npexae 4em noanucblBatb, npoyntan 6bi". A BHMMATENbHO NpoynTan
NpUroBop n Haweén obpeyéHHOro Ha CMepPTHYI Ka3Hb HEBUHOBHbIM. [purosop
s1 pa3opBars, a KHA38 MBaHa Kpenko obHaN n pacuenosan... A rae xe oH? [ae
BaHa? — orngabiBasicb, NporoBopusi MMnepatop-oTpok. — KHA3b MBaH He
MOXeT CnywaTb, Korga ero xBangar, Bcerga ynmaér.. HaBepHoe, OH B napke.
MonTtn K HeMy, — fobaBun rocyaapb U NOCMNELLHO BbIWen.

M B camoMm pgene, BO BpeMsa pacckasa [leTpa KHA3b WMBaH [lonropykos

HE3aMETHO BblLLEN.

IX
Jom-aBopel KHA39 MeHWwuKoBa cTan BAPYr He TOT, KakMM OH 6bln npexae.
MNe4vanbHO, MpayHO 6bIS10 TaM; NOYETHbIE Kapay/ibl B AOME M OKO/10 AOMa 6binn
CHATbI; Y €ro noabesaa He BUAHENOCb BEpPEHUL 3KMNaxek; Ha NecTHUUE U B
nepeaHen He 6bl10 NakeeB B HanyApeHHbIX Napukax U B JIMBpesXx, paclnTbIX
30/110TOM. A ewé Tak HeJaBHO B nepeaHen y MeHLWwuKoBa AOXWAANUCL CBOEN
ouyepeaun BeNbMOXW WU CaHOBHUKU. Kyaa BCE BApyr NoAeBanoChb: MOryLecTso,
cnaBsa, bneck, Benuuune?
N Hag nomMoM, 1 Ha4 CaMMM X03AMHOM pa3pas3unsiiacb rocygapeBa onana.
MeHLWMKOB, NOKUHYTbIN, 3abbITbli BCEMWU, MPAYHO HAaKIOHMB FO0OBY, XOAWN
Mo onycresnbIM KOMHaTaM CBOero AomMma-asopua.
Yka3 nmnepatopa-oTpoka oT 8 ceHTsbps 1727 roga nosepr B 60nbwwoe rope
AnekcaHgpa daHunosuyda. OH 6bin TaKOro coaepxaHus:
"MNMoHexe Mbl BCEMUIOCTUBENLLE HAMEpPEHUe B3N OT cero BpeMeHn Camu B
BepxoBHOM TaMHOM COBETe MNPUCYTCTBOBATb, BCEM YyKa3aM OTMNpPaB/IEHHbIM
6bITb 3@ noanucaHueM cobCcTBeHHbl Hawes pyknm nm BepxOBHOro TamHOro
coBeTa, Toro paau nosenenun, Aabbl HUKAKMX YKA30B MM NUCEM, O KakuX 6bl
Aenax OHblg 6blnn, KOTopble OT KHA3s MeHwuKkoBa WUAM OT KOro 6bl MHade
NapTUKYNsSpHO MWUCaHbl WMNM OTnpasBneHbl 6yayT, U MO OHbIM OTHIOAb He
WCMONHATL No4 onaceHneM Hawero rHeBa, U 0 CéM nNybanMKoBaTb BCEHAPOAHO

BO BCEM rocyaapcTtse n B Bolcke".



fopbkue cnésbl noTeknn m3 rnas MeHWWKoBa, Korga emy Aanu rnpoyvvTaTb
3TOT yKas.

- baTiowka, AnekcaHap LaHunioBud, 0 4YéM Xe Tbl Naadewsb? Beab He BCE
ewé noTepdAHo. BnacTtb Tbl noTepsan wM Morywecrtso. Tak bor ¢ Hew, C
Bractbio!.. Yegem XoTb B Hawy MNOAMOCKOBHYK BOTYMHY M CTAaHEM TaM XWUTb
CMOKOMHO, — yTelwasa Myxa, ckasana KHAarmHsa Japbs MuxannosHa.

- HeT, HeT. MeHsa cowntoT B Aanékyto ycaabby

- YT0 Xe, n TaM NoAN XUBYT, U Mbl ByaeM XuTb.

- A pouepu? A CbIH?

- M X BO3bMEM, M OHU C HAMW XuTb 6yayT.

- B rnywmn, B onane? Pa3Be OHW NPUBLIKN K TAKOW XU3HN?

- He npuBbIkNM, Tak MpUBbIKHYT. DX, AnekcaHap [aHunoBud, Apyr Tbl MOWM
cepaeyHbin! Y Hawmx AeTOK XM3Hb TOMIbKO ewé HayumHaeTcs, Hago UM KO
BCEMY NpuBbIKaTb. Beab XM3Hb-TO NepeMeH4YmnBa, Ha cebe Tbl 3TO BUANULb.

- Hy, 5 BMHOBEH, N FHEBANCSA Ha MEHS, U Ka3HW MEHSl, a 3a4eM Xe aeTen
TporaTb, Teba? Beab BbI-TO HM B YEM He BUHOBHbI. Mawy xanko: 6egHas,
HecyacTHas... O6py4éHHOMW HeBecToM 6blna, C rocygapeM  KOJbLOM
obpy4asnbHbIM 0bMeHsANachb... I3 HeBeCT-TO LApCKMX Aa B CCbUiKy! Jlerko nn
€N, cepae4yHon? — YyTb He C pblAaHMEM NPOroBopua MeHLWNKOB.

- YTO roBopuTb, Nierko nm? A n 1o MonBuUTb, JaHunnbid, Ha BCE BoXbs BONA...
Ha BCé& cBOM npenen NosioXeH 4yenoseky. 3a AeTen 604TbCca Heuvero: ux bor
He OCTaBWT, MOTOMY 4YTO He BMHOBATbl OHM! — yTewana Jdapba MuxannoBHa
CBOEero ynaBsllero AyxoMm Myxa.

A cama oHa? 4YTo 4yBCTBOBajNla, 4YTO NepexwuBarna, 4YTO WUCMbITbiBaAna OHA,
korga 6eabl ogHa 3a apyron obpywmBannck Ha e€ Myxa un Ha eé feten?
Bowén cekpetapb MeHLWNKOBa 3H03UH N LOSTOXKWI:

- Bawa cBeTtnoctb, reHepan CanTblKOB OT BEAUMKOro rocyaaps npubbiTb
NU3BONWUII.

MeHLWWKOB N3MEHUIICA B NINLE.

- [pocuTb! — 3aabIXaroWmMMCsa rofoCoM NPoOroBoOpusT OH.

CnecnBo, HaaMeHHO Bowén CanTblKOB W, CNerka KWBHYB [0OJI0BOWM

MeHLWnKoBY, rPOMKO CKa3ars:



-lo yka3dy ero BennyecTtBa, rocydapsa wuMmnepaTtopa, BaM, KHA3b,
obbaBnseTcs AOMaLIHMA apecT.

- Kak? MeH4... MeHd noA apect? 3a 4To, 3a Kakue npecTtyryieHna? -
NpocToHan MeHLWWKOB.

- 3a 4yTto? BaM 3TO npeacTaBaT Mo nyHKTaMm. Bbl Tenepb He AOJ/KHbI, KHA3b,
HUKYyZa HW Bble3XaTb, HN BbIXoAUTb. K ABEPSAM M K BOpOTaM nocrassieH byaert
Kapayn.

- boxe, boxe! o yero a goxwun! MeHd, NnepBoro MMHUCTpPa B rocyaapcTBe,
reHepanuccmmyca pyCCKMX BOWCK, nog apecT! — ¢ oT4yasiHMeM BOCK/UKHYN
AnekcaHap JaHnnoBny, CXBaTUBLUMUCL 3a rOJIOBY U nNajaas B Kpecso.

Japbs MuxamnoBHa C naadeM KuUHynacb K Myxy, a CanTblkoB, XOSI04HO
MOCMOTPEB Ha PYXHYBLUEro Kosocca, Bbilwern.

KHA3b MeHWuKoB Hanucan 6bino rocygapro NMUCbMO, B KOTOPOM YMOSSN O
NPOLWEeHNN N NMPOCUN A03BONIEHUSA yexaTb BMecTe C CEMENCTBOM Ha YKpawHy,
HO Kak 6bl B OTBET Ha 3TO €My COObLWWAN, YTO OH SINWAETCS ABOPSHCTBA,
YUMHOB W OpAEHOB; a y ero goyepu Mapuun, y 6biBLIEN LApCKOW HEBECTHI,
oTobpann NpUABOPHYIO MPUCIYTY N SKUMAXMN.

OanHHapuaToro ceHTabpss MeHWMKOBY 6bJI0 NPUKa3aHO CO BCEM CEMENCTBOM
exaTb HeMeans B CCblKy, B PaHeHbypr Psa3aHckon rybepHuu.

Hactynun aeHb otbe3ga MeHwwukoBa. OKO/I0 ero BeSIMKONENHOro AoMa C
paHHero yTpa TOMNWINCL TbICAYM Hapoga, Tak 4Tto 120 BepxoBbIX
reapAemnueB, Ha3Ha4YeHHbIX CONpoBOXAaTb MeHLWMKOBa, eaBa MOru caepxaTtb
Tonny. BceM uMHTepecHO 6bIN0 B3rNsiHYyTb, Kak MoeAeT B CCbUIKYy ewé Tak
HeJaBHO MOryLleCTBEHHbIN, MNOoSyAepXaBHbIA BNacTe/InH, a Tenepb OnasnbHbIN
MeHLWWKOoB.

Bopota gomMa MeHwwuWKoBa 6blNM pacTBOpPEHbl; BeCb ABOP 3anpyxeH 6bin
KapetaMm M MOBO3KaMWU, KOTOPbIX MO CYETY ObINO COPOK JABE; KapeTbl
npeaHasHadYanucb Ans MeHWwwWKoBa M ero cembu, a MNOBO3KWM — ANS ero
MHOIOYMCNIEHHOrO WTaTta u npucniyru. lNocne f4osroro 0OXnaaHusa Ha nogbesne
csoero goma nosiBuiacsa MeHwwukoB. OH 6bin 6neaeH v enBa nepectynan
HOraMu; 3a HUM LWJa ero XeHa, C OnyXWwWnMmn oT C/E3 riasamu.

MeHLWNKOB Mos4a, MOHyps ronoBy, Cen B KapeTy, a KHArMHSa cesia B Heé



NUWb Mocne TOoro, KakK HEeCKO/bKO pa3 nepekpecTtusiacb U MOKAOHWUIACh
Hapoay.

Bo BTOpor KapeTe noexan CbiH MeHwuKoBa, AnekcaHap; B TpeTben -
6biBLLas HeBecTa MMnepaTopa-oTpoKa, 3/10N0AYyYHas KHsXKHa Mapwusa; nuuo y
Heé 6blN10 3aKpbITO NYCTbIM ByaseM; C HeK cena Maajglias cectpa, Kpacasumua
AnekcaHapa; oHa, 6eaHas, ropbKo nnakana.

B ApyrMx kapetax M noBO3Kax exann poACTBEHHWKWM MeHLWwWKoBa W ero
NpubNmnxéHHble, pewmsLlInecs pasaennTb C HUM B CCbISIKY.

Opmexpa Kak Ha MeHwwWKoBe, Tak M Ha conpoBoXxAaaBwwux ero, 6bina
TpaypHas.

ONVHHBIM KOPTEX onasbHOro BEbMOXW ABUHYJICSA BAOAb N0 HabepexHoMn.
OTpsg reapaenueB No4 Ha4yanbCTBOM KanuTaHa OKPYXWA KapeTy MeHLWWKoBa,
c cabnamu Harono.

CobpaBwunca Hapoa xpaHwun rnybokoe MosdaHue, OH He BblKasbiBan K
onane MeHWMKOBA HM PaAoOCTN, HX NeYanu.

Korga kapeTbl Bblexasn 3a 3acTaBy M OTbexasim HECKOJIbKO BEPCT, UX AOrHan
npuaBOpHbIN oduuep n otobpan y MeHWNKOBa BCE HAXOAMBLUMECS MPU HEM
WHOCTpPaHHbIe opAaeHa; pycckume 6biin oTobpaHbl y MeHwWwunkoBa ewWweé B
Metepbypre.

Bnus Teepn Ha AnekcaHapa [aHwuioBMYa M Ha ero CEMencTso obpylimnach
HoBas 6onbwas 6epa. EaBa ToNbKO MEHLWMKOB pacnonoXuiica Ha Hodner B
AepeBeHbKe, Haxoasuwencs 6nu3 ropoaa, Asepb B n3by 6bICTpO oTBOpUAACH, U
Ha nopore NosiBUACS HaxoAMBLUMIMCA B CBMTE MMMepaTopa-OTpOKa reapaeeu-
oduruep J1ésywka XpanyHoB.

- [lpocTnTe, KHA3b, 9 nNOMewan BaM? — TUXO nporosopwun JIésywka,
obpawascb K MeHWWKOoBY.

- He Ha3biBan, rocnoanH oduuep, MeHs KHa3eM. [pea Tobon He KHA3b, a
CCbI/IbHbIMN.

-4 npucnaH K BaM C HENpUSTHOM AN Bac HOBOCTbK. S MMe YyKas
nepecaamTb Bac U3 BaluMX KapeT B NPOCTble Tefneru, Ha KOTopbIX Bbl NoeaeTe
[0 MecCTa CCbISIKU.

— Mounx Bparoe n Mo4 CCblsika He ycnokouna!l.. 3MbIWNAI0T OHN MHe 6e,qy 3a



6enon. A nx He Npesupato, a xanew, — 3a4yMUYMBO NPOroBopus MeHLNKOB.

- Ha MeHs He rHeBanTecb! A TyT HM Npn 4YEM, TaK KaK SIUb UCMOJIHSO CBOM
aonr.

- {1 Ha Tebs, rocnoauH odumuep, He B NPETEH3UKN: Tbl — TOJIbKO UCMONHUTEND
Bonn apyrmux. O6 ogHoM Monto A locnoaa bora, uTobbl Yy MeHs, a Takxe y
moen 6eaHON, HEBUHOBHOW CEMbM XBATWU/IO TEPNEHMS NEPEHECTUN 3TO TAXENoe
ncnoltaHue. Ecnn mn ckopbnto 1, To He 3a cebs, a 3a AeTel HecyacCTHbIX, 3a
XKEHY.

- [pocTnTe, KHA3b, 9 COYYBCTBYIO BaM... MHE M BacC Xajlb, N Bally CEMbIO.

- Kak? Bbl MeHA XaneeTte? — C yaAuMBNeHMEM crnpocun XparnyHoBa AnekcaHap
OaHunnoBuy. — W 3abbinv Npo TO 3710, Kakoe S MNpuYMHWA BaM, 6yayuu
BCECU/IbHbIM YEeT0BEKOM B rocyaapcree?

- [1aBHO 3abbis, 06 3TOM S yXXe HeJaBHO CKa3as BaM.

- Cnacunbo! Ecnn He 6pe3ryelwlb MHOK, HEMOLLHbIM OMNasibHbIM CTApPUKOM, TO
A03BOSIb MHE 06HATbL Tebsa! — N MeHWNKoB Kpenko obHAN XpanyHoBa.

N3 TeBepn onanbHbiX MeHLWMKOBbLIX NOBE3/N yXxe B PaHeHOypr He B KapeTax,
a B NMPOCTbIX Tenerax.

Ho Bparn MeHWMKOBa HE YCNOKOUIUCb €ro CCbIIKOK. DTOro um 66110 Mano.
PaHeH6ypr xoTb n He 6nun30kK oT lMNeTepbypra, a BCE e U3 HEero CKopee MOXHO
BEPHYTbCS, 4eM n3 Cnbupu. U BOT npo MeHWMKOBA CTanm pacrnpoCcTpaHsTb
pa3Hble HebblnubI.

B MNeTepbypre, no cnosBaM mnctopuka, 6biavM NOAHATbI pasfnyHble 06BUHEHUS
NPOTMB HEro, O0T4yacTM CcnpaBensnBble, OTYACTU WU3MbIWIEHHbIE 3n06010.
PacckasbiBanum, 4TO OH CHOCUACA C MPYCCKUM [ABOPOM W MpPOCUN AecsTb
MUJIJIMOHOB B3aMMbl, obelwas otaaTb BABOE. YBepsiaiv, 4YTO, NONb3ysCb CBOUM
MOryLecTBOM, OH C 4yecTontobuBbIMM ULeNnsMn 3axsBaTa BEpPXOBHOW BNacTu
XOTen yaanuTb reapaenckmx ouuepoB U 3aMeHUTb UX CBOMMWU nrobuMuamu.
TonkoBanu, 4To OH OT MMEHM MOKOMHOW MMNepaTpuubl COCTaBMN danblimsoe
3aBewaHme. CrtaBuam eMmy B BWHY, 4YTO OH Orpabwun cBoero MasnoneTHero
rocygaps v, 3aseays MOHETHbIM ABOPOM, MpuKa3sblBas BbliNyCKaTb MJI0XOro
AOCTOMHCTBA AeHbry, obpallasi B CBOK MOJSb3y HE BKJKOYEHHYK B HUX A0SO

ynucrtoro Metanna. [pUNOMHUAM W NpPeXHUe ero rpexum, Kaxk, MNoNb3yHACb



nosepueM leTpa Bennkoro, oH obkpaabiBan KasHy M 3TUM HaXWn HeCMeTHoe
6oratctBo. loBopwunu, 4TO BelWM, KOTOpble OH B3an C cobon, cTtomnm, no
MHEHUWIO OAHUX, NATb MUIJIMOHOB, MO MHEHUIO ApYrux — ABaguaTtb. O6BUHAMN
MeHwWwnKoBa B HeaaBHUX TaWHbIX CHOweHusax co Lseumen B yuwepb
MHTepecam Poccumn; ewé npu XusHn nmnepaTtpuubl EkatepuHbl I oH 6yaTo 6bi
nucan K WBeeACKOMY ceHaTopy [uKepy, UTO y Hero B pykax BOEHHasi cuna u
OH He J0MyCTUT HUYero BpeaHoro ang Lseeuyun.

Bce aTK pacckasbl, OT4aCTU NpaBAuMBble, OTYACTU BbIMbILWAEHHbIE, BCE 6onee
n 6onee BoopyXann NpoTMB MeHWWKOBA MMMNepaTopa-oTpoKa, a TakxXe U
BepxOBHbI TaWHbIM COBET, TaK 4YTO nocneaHumi nocnan B PaHeHbypr Kk
onanbHOMY BeJSIbMOXe CTO ABajuaTb BOMPOCHbIX MYHKTOB, O6BMHABLUMX €ro.
MeHWnKOB, CKO/IbKO MOr, OnpaBAblBasiiCs MNpPOTMB  MpeabsBAEHHbIX
06BMHEHMN. HO OKOH4YaTenbLHO noBpeawnsio eMy NOoAMETHOE MUCbMO, KOTOopoe
Hawnu B MockBe y Crnacckux BOpOT B MapTe 1728 roga; OHO coaepxasno B
cebe 3awmTy M onpaBaaHne MeHWWKOBa, a BcneacreMe 3Toro  6b1I0
NMPU3HAHO, YTO OHO COCTaBNIEHO WMMEHHO MM camuM, "npuberasBwmMM TakuM
o6pa3oM K cpeacTtBaM HEMO3BOIUTENbHbBIM AJ19 CBOEro crnaceHms".

Toraa BepXxoBHbIM TaWHbIN COBET MOCTAHOBUT KOH(PUCKOBaTbL BCE AOCTOsIHME
OnanbHOro BesIbMOXMK, TeM 6osiee 4YTO TOraa M3 pasHbiX KaHUENsapuin Hadanm
noctynate TpeboBaHMA O BO3BpalleHUN AeHer W MaTepuanoB, HE3aKOHHO
3axXBa4YeHHbIX MEHLINKOBbIM.

3a BCé 3TO0 MeHWMUKOBa M BCE ero CEeMemcTBO MOCTAaHOBWMAWM OTNpPaBUTb B
Cunbupb, B 0TAaNEHHbBIN NYCTbIHHbIN Bepé3oB.

Bcé oTobpanu y Hekorga nonyaep)XaBHOro BAacrtesinHa, U 6bi10 npuvkasaHo
BblAaBaTb €My C CEMbEN M CO Ciyramu no wectn pybnen B AeHb "KOPMOBbIX
aeHer".

CeosiueHnuy MeHwmnkoBa, BapBapy ApceHbeBy, 6b1s10 NpMKasaHo NOCTPUYb B
XeHckoM COpCKOM MOHacCThIpe.

Mo cnoBaM WUCTOPWKOB, Y MeHWwwMKoBa 6blN0 O0TOBpaHO "AecsaTb ThbiCAY ALl
KpecTbsiH M ropoga: OpaHueHbayMm, Sm6ypr, Konopbe, PaHeHbypr, pABa
ropoga B Manopoccmmn - T[loyen m batypuH - M Kanutana TpuHaauaTb

MWUTTNOHOB py6ne17|, M3 KOTOpbIX A€eBATb MUIJTMOHOB HaxXoaAWJINCb Ha



XpaHeHUM B WHOCTpaHHbIX 6aHkax, Aa CcBepx TOr0 Ha MWIIMOH BCSKOM
OBMXXUMOCTM WM O6puAInaHTOB, OAHOM 3010TON UM cepebpsaHoOn nocyabl Yy
MeHwWwmnKkoBa KOHMMCKOBaHO 6onee AByXCOT NyAoB".

MNMpukas exaTb B bep&30B 6bls1 HOBbIM U HEOXWAAHHBIM YAAPOM ANS OnasibHbIX
MEeHLWNKOBbIX.

OcobeHHO TaXeno noAencTBOBasi0O 3TO HA 3/I0MOAYYHYK KHSXKHY Mapwuio,
6bIBLLYIO FOCyfapeBy HEBECTY; OHa A0Aro pbigana n 6munace B UCtepuke.
OTuyasitHne podyepu noBeprno B Ckopbb camMoro MeHWMWKOBa M €ro XXeHy.
[Jobpas KHArMHA Tenepb CTasia Hey3HaBaeMa, OHa Tak noxyaesna u ocyHynaco,
YTO CMOTpena ApsX/on CTapyxon; eé rnasa OT MOCTOSHHbIX CNE3 Havanu
CNenHyTb.

- Mawa, Munas, npocTulb SN Tbl MeHs, ronybka, NpoCTUWb NN CBOEro
HecyacTHoro orTua? — C rfasamuy, nNOoNHbIMM CNé3, cKazan AnekcaHap
JaHunoBu4y podepu, Korga OHA HECKOJSIbKO Moycrnokowusnacb W nepecrana
nnakaTb.

- MHe He 3a 4yTO npowaTtb Bac, Bbl HNW B YEM He BMHOBHbI Npeao MHOW, —
TUXO OTBETWNa OTUYy 3/10nonyyHasa Mapus.

- Kak HeBMHOBEeH? Beab BCE TBOE HecuyacTbe, BCE TBOE rope yepes meHal!.. Y
Tebsa 6bin xeHux, nwbumbin rpad Canera, a 9 OoTHAN ero y Tebsa 1 XeHun Ha
apyron... KHasp ®&épnop 6bin1 Mun TBOEMy cepauy — S M ero OTHSAN.
Bnactoniobue wn Twecnaeme He AaBanM MHe MNoKos. B cBoen ropabiHe S
BO3Me4yTan 0 MHOroMm; AnekcaHapa XOoTen XeHuUTb Ha uapeBHe Enusasete, a
Tebs BblAaTb 3a ManoseTHero rocyaaps. Ho npaBocyAHbIn Bor cMUpUN MeHs 1
MO FOpAblHIO M NO Aenam Bo3gan MHe. A Tbl, Mawa, TBOoA cecTtpa, bpaTt u
6enHasa MaTb, 3@ UTO Bbl HECETE rope n HecdacTtbe? W BOT BaM NpeacTouT eLé
6onbwee ncnbiTaHmne. Bol noegete co MHOW B Aanékyto cHerosyto Cubupb. Mae
Xe cnpaBensiMBOCTb MOMX Cyaen, MOMX HeapyroB? S BMHOBEH — WU Kas3HWU
MEHSsl, @ BaC, HEMOBMHHbIX, 3@ 4YTO Xe, 3a 4YT0? — 4YyTb He C OT4YasiHMEM
rnpomMonemia MeHLWNKOB.

- BaTiowka, nepecraHem rosoputb 06 aTom! Bam 601bHO BCMOMUHATD.

- A Tbl, AOYKaA, MUnas, gan OTBET, NpOCTMNa 1M CTapukKa oTua?

- [1a Mory nv s cyamTb Balwu aesHUA? Bbl — oTel, BOMS HAaA0 MHOK — Balla.



Hu ponTaTb, HWM rHeBaTbCs Ha BacC A He BMNpasBe, — JIACKOBO Nporosopwuna
KHSXHa Mapusa, uenysa y otua pyKy. - MHe xanb Bac, 6aTioowka. Bebl
NPUBLIK/IN K BENNYUIO, K cnase!

- 060 BCEM NpOLWAOM BENMYUM, ANS MEeHs HaBcerga NoTepsHHOM, S AaBHO
3abbin. Ckaxy Tebe, Mawa: a 6bin pabom cBoux cTpacTten, a Tenepb
HecyacTbe W rope Hay4unam MeHs 6biTb APYrMM 4YesioBEKOM. PackasiHuem u
MONUTBOK HaAelCb S WCKYNUTb CBOW rpexu, cBOoé 3abnyxaeHne. CBOMM
BparaMm s gasBHo npocTtua. Co3HaCb, MOXET 6biTb, MHOMMM S NPUYUHUA 310,
HO Tak >Xe HeMasno W BbiBeN B N0AM U3 HUWETbI N yboxecTsa. Ho Bce MeHs
3abb1n, BCE NOKUHYIIN.

- Munbl, 4OpPOron oTel, CTaHeM MoNUTbCA, YTobbl Bor He 3abbin Hac. MycTb
nwoan 3abyayt, a noMHun 6bl bor. Tenepb S CrOKOMHA, MOKOPSIKOCb CBOEW
yyacTu W rotoBa exaTb C BaMM XOTb Ha Kpau cBeTa, — TBEPAO Mporosopwusia
6bIBLLIag Lapckas HeBecTa.

MeHWNKOB Bblexan 3 cBoero PaHeHbypra B pOroXxHowm Knbutke, a B ABYX
Tenerax, COMpPOBOXAaBLWIKWX €ro, exanu npefaHHble €eMy [ABOpOBble,
pelwmnBLlINECH HEe OCTaBNATb CBOEro rocnoAguHa v A0 AHa UCMUTb C HUM 4vawy
HecyacTbs.

Mo yka3y BepxoBHOro coseTta KanwutaH MenbryHos OTHAN MeHWwuWKoBa BCEé
napagHoe nnaTtbe, M NaBLIEro BPEMEHLUKa OAesIn B CEepMAry v npocTom
Tynyn, a ero ronoBy nMpukpbuin 6apaHben wankon. TakKyk Xe MpoCTyko
oaexay npukasanu HageTtb [dapbe MwuxannosHe, e€ no4vyepsiMm U CbiHY, U B
TakoM BuAe nosesnun ux B Aanékyt Cnbupb.

Hemano HenpuaTHOCTEM MPULWIIOCL OMafbHbIM MEHLWWKOBbLIM BbITEPNETL U
nepeHectn B gopore. KanutaH otpsaa MenbryHoB, KOTOPbIM CONMPOBOXAAN UX,
obpawanca ¢ MeHWMKOBbLIM U C ero ceMbén b6onee uem xectoko. Tak, easa
TONIbKO OHW OoTbexanu oT PaHeHbypra, MenbryHoB npukasan nosbibpacbiBaTb
Bce "nuwHue Bewm", KoTopble MeHWWKOBbI 3axBaTuanm c cobon B Aopory,
npuyéMm cumTan 3a JMWHWE BewWW ABe-TpuU napbl NAaTbd MYXCKOro W
XXEHCKOro, HEeCKOJIbKO TyaneTHbIX Belul, B3ATbIX AoYyepbMn MeHLWMKOBa,
pUCOBasIbHbIA U MUCbMEHHbIN NpUbOpP CbiHa MeHLWnKoBa, 1 Tak aanee.

Jouyepn MeHWMKOBa ropbkKo naakanm, CMOTPSA, Kak congaTtbl C pas/iIMyHbIMMU



npubayTkamm M HacMelwkamum passépTbiBanm un b6pocann mx 6enbé&, nnartbs,
NAaTKN U NMpoYne BEeLUM.

- Mocnywan, rocnoauH KanuTaH, 3a4eM Tbl Aefnaewb 3T0? — C TAXENbIM
B340XOM crnpocun y MenbryHosa MeHLWNKOB.

- A 3aTeM, 4YTO Ha 3TO UMeEI NpukKas, — rpybo oTBeTns MesnbryHoB.

- Te, kTO npukasbiBan Tebe Tak nocrtynaTtb, — nwan 6e3 cepaua, n Thl,
BWAHO, Xo4yewb 6bITb Noa06eH UM,

MenbryHoB He Haléncs, 4Yto OTBETUTb, M Benes CBOMM congatam cobpaTtb
pa3bpocaHHble NO Aopore Bewn U YyI0XUTb 0bpaTHO B NOBO3KW. BuaHo, 1 y
3TOro 4Y&pCTBOro 4esiloBeKa 3aroBOpwusI0 YYyBCTBO XKAJIOCTM K HECYaCTHbIM
MeHLWNKOBLIM.

Mo ropoaaM, cénamM mn gepeBHAM Hapo rycTbiMy TOJ/IMaMm BbIXOAWT CMOTPETD,
kKak Be3yT B Cubupb oOnanbHOro BeSIbMOXY W €ro Cembld; HeKoTopble
nocelfann uMm Bcneq 6paHHbie CNoBa M Yrpo3bl, @ HEKOTOPbLIE Xanennm ux.
MeHLWwmnKoBa N ero AeTen Xaano Apyroe TSHXENoe ucnbiTaHue.

Japbsa MuxannoBHa, BCHO AOpPOry He nepecrtaBaBllass ropbkKo nnakaTtb, OT
MOCTOSIHHbLIX CME3 oc/fensia n CUAbHO 3axBopana. He poesxasds HeCKONbKUX
BEpcT no KasaHu, B cene BepxHUM YCNOH MeHLWWKOB OCTAaHOBUCA Ha
HEeCKONIbKO AHEW B MPOCTOM KPeCTbSHCKOW M36e, Tak Kak NpoAao/KaTb NyTb
6bIN10 HEBO3MOXHO: CcTpaganvua apbsa MuxannosHa ymupana.

[Jo nocnegHero B340Xa OHa HaxoAunacb B MamMatu, Néxa Ha CKambe,
HakpblTOM AybnéHbiM Tynynom. EE okpyxanu cam MeHWuKoB, UX AOo4YepU U
CblH; OHW eABa CAepXuBanu AyLUMBLUME UX PblAAHMUS.

- [aHunbiy, Tbl 34ecb? — cnabo cnpocuna ymumpatowas.

- 34ecb, 34ecb, [apbiowka.

- YMupar 4, JaHunnbly; npocTtu, ecsin Yem npoBUHMIACH.

- Tebe nu y MeHs npolweHus npocuTtb, Japbtowka? MHe HY>XHO O NpoLeHun
Tebs MoNuTb.

- Sl paBHO, AaBHO NpocTuia Teba. A A0YKM N CbIHOK 3A4eCb, OKOSI0 MEHS?

- Bce okono Tebs, dapbtowwka.

- BoT 1 xopowo. lMpu Bac aywa mos 6yaeT paccrtaBaTbCA C TenoM. TonbKo

Xanb: HM Tebs, JaHunbly, HXN AOYEK CBOUX U CbiHKA 51 He BMXY. B3rnsaHyna 6bl



1 Ha HUX B NOCNeaHWn pa3ok. MaweHbka, nogonan, s 6narocnosnio Tebs, a
TaMm 6narocnosnto un Tebs, CaweHbka, M Tebs, CbIHOK, 6narocnosnw B
nocnegHun pas. 060 MHe He nnadbTe, AETKU, U Tbl, [JaHWNbIY, He nnadb...
MoMyumnace 8, nocrtpagana, nopa Ha nokown... K bory mnay... Ha Ero npasbin
cya, — cnabbiM roslocoM roBopusa ymuparwas KHAarmHs. — W tam, y bora, 3a
Bac, AETKM, N 3a Tebsa, AnekcaHap AaHunbly, MOnnTbCa s byay.

Fonoc ymupatowen scé cnaben n cnaben.

- He nokmpgan, He ocCcTaBnsnm Hac cupotamMu! — C rpoMKMM pblaaHUEM
BOCKJ/IMKHYJT MEHLNKOB, ONYCKassCb Ha KOMIEHWU Npes yMUpatoLen XXeHowu.

- boxbs Bong, HaHwunbiy!l. BcTaHb... aeten 6epern... N Bbl, AETKN MUsble,
otua 6eperute, noumTamTe... locnogb Bac He ocTaBuT... [lpowanTe...
MonuTtecsn!..

3aMonkna Haecerga 6egHas Oapbsa MmxamnoBHa. KoHumHa eé 6biia Tuxas.
210 npomnsowno 10 mag 1728 roaa.

MEeHLWMNKOB CBOMMN pyKaMu CKONOTWU U3 A0OCOK rpob ans cesoen Japblowku, C
KOTOPOW MPOXW/ HEe OAMH AeCATOK JieT Aywa B Aywy. Bmecte ¢ goyepbMun um
CbIHOM OH CHécC rpob B LEepKOBb, rae CTapeHbKui CBSALWEHHWUK HACKOpO oTnen
paby Boxblo HOBOMpecTaBieHHY [apblo.

Ha cenbckoM norocte Hawna cebe Be4yHOe YCNOKOeHWe KHArnHa [dapbs
MuxannoeHa MeHwunkoBa. B yboxectBe M Huwete en 6bII0 CyXAEHO
OKOHYUTb CBOM OHW.

MeHwWwmnKoBa N ero geten 4YyTb HE CUIOW OTTaWMAM OT AOPOron uUX cepauy
MOrubl.

NMocne AONrOro U yToMUTENbHOro Nyt MeHWmnKoB ¢ AeTbMU Npubbia B ropoa
Bepésos. C onanbHbIM BenbMOXen 6blN0 HECKOSIbKO CAyr, KOTopble U B
W3rHaHMM pelnnnucb He OCTaBNSATb CBOEro rocnoagvHa. MeHWuKoB cam,
CBOMMMU pyKaMn, noctpoun ans cebs v ana geTten Xunuwe u oKoNo CBOero
OOMUKA Hebonbluyld AepeBsiHHYK  LepkoBKY. PoaoM mn3  KpecTbsH,
BO3BEAEHHbIN MOLWHOK pyKoK Benumkoro [lleTpa Ha nepByk CTyneHb B
rocygapcrtese, OH B CBOEM nNajdeHWUM He ynan A[yxoMmM, a C TMpPUMEPHOI

TBEPAOCTLIO MEPEHOCUI TSHXKENYIO onany.



YacTtb BTOpasd
I

Bbino netHee conHeyHoe yTpo, TUXoe, Ténnoe; B HoBoaeBMUYbEM MOHACTbIpe
6bnarosectnnum K obeaHe.
K cBsATbIM BOpOTaM MOHACTbIps noAbexasna Lierosibckasi kapeta ¢ repbamu,
3anpskéHHas B 4yeTblpe fowaan, ¢ ABYMS ranlykaMm B Hapsa4HbIX NIMBpesX;
OHM B6bICTPO COCKOYWUIN C 3aMATOK, OTBOPWUAIN ABepLy, U U3 HEEé BbINOPXHYa
boraTo ogetas MonoAeHbKas, XopoweHbKasa AeBYyLKa.
Crapywka MOHaxuHs, cuAaeBllass B CBSATbIX BOpOTax, BCTasna M, HU3KO
NOKNOHMBLUMCH NMpuexasLlen, nporosopuna:
— C MMpoOM B3blan B 0buTenb Hawy.
- MOXHO N MHe BMAETb Uapuuy-MaTywKy? — crnpocuia y MOHaXMHU
npuexasLwas AeByLUKa.
- MooboxaaTtb Tebe, rocnoxa MUNoCcTuBas, NpUAETCS... rocyAapbiHA-MaTYyLWKa
TOJIbKO YTO M3BOJIMNA B LLEPKOBb NPONTH, K obeaHe.
- YT0 Xe, 1 noaoxay... cama nomay B LEpPKOBb.
- PaHo ewé, rocnoxa, ToNbKO K Yyacam yaapunu. Morynsam no MOHacTbIplo, a
TO B Haw cagoyek npouau. Tuxo y Hac, xopowo! A [03BOSIb CAPOCUTH,
rocnoxa, Kto Tbl 6ygewb? — ¢ N060ONLITCTBOM MOCMaTpuBas Ha KpacuBYHO
MONOAYI0 AEBYLUKY, CNPOCMIa MOHaXUHS.
- LepemeTeBa a. Hatanbsa bopucosHa.
- He pgouka nu 6yaewb nokonHoMy rpady bopucy MNMeTtposuuy LLiepemeTeBy?
- [a... 1 — ero Ao4b, — CKpOMHO oTBeTMNa HaTtanba bopucosHa.
- Nonybywka, rpadmHiowkal.. HakoHey Nocnoab MHe pagocCTb nocnan Tebs
yBunaeTb!.. Beab TBOM NMOKOMHbIN poauTens 6narogerenemM Hawmm 6bii. Buwb,
KpenocTHasa a ero 6bina, a rpad Ha BOO BECb Haw AOM OTNyCTuA... N 3Haewb
nun, 3a 4To? TBOM HaTOWKa NOOXOTUTLCA Noexasn B fiec, a Mon b6onbwak-6paTt
CeMéH B ABOPOBbLIX OXOTHWKaX Cnyxwun. BoT Ha oxoTe 6onbwon mMeaseab u
noamsan noa cebs teoero 6aTiowky, a CeMEH BoBpeMs ycnes u NpucTpenun
MeaBeas. BOT NOKOMHbIM rpad 3a 3TO M Ha BOJIKO OTNYCTUII.
- BaTiowKa NOKOMHbIM NpaBUIbHO NOCTYNUA: 3a 60NblWyO YCAyry n Harpaga

6onbwas. A CcKaxu, MaTyllKa, KaK 3BaTb TEeba? - cnpocusla 'y MOHaxXuMHU



rpacdpmnHa Hatanba BopucoBHa. — [la MHe CBOIO KenenKy yKaxu: s OT MaTyLKu
uapuubl n Kk Tebe 3anay.

- [loa KONOKONbHEN MOS Kenenka... 3amam, rpauHIoKa, 0CHacT/IMBb MEHS.
A 30BYT MeHa [nukepben. [a rngHb-Ka, rN9Hb, rpadUHIOWKA: KaXMWUChb,
uapuvuy-To BeayT M3 UEepKBU.. TaKk UM ecTb! — nocnewHo nporosopuna
CMUKepbsi, NoKa3sbiBasi HA CTONMUBLLUMIACSA OKOJI0 LLEPKOBHOM NanepTu Hapoa.

C naneptm cxoguna Bposa-uapuua Espokna ®épopoBHa, U3  poga
JIoNyXuHbIX, NpPOTMB BOMM TMOCTPUXEHHAss B MOHaxXWMHU MO MpuKasy
umnepartopa lNeTpa Bennkoro. EE ¢ NOYETOM BESIM MOHAXUHMN.

- YTO-TO rocyaapblHSi-MaTylwlKa paHO M3 UEepKBM BbllWia, BUAHO, €N
He340pOBUTCS, — TUXO NPOroBOpuIa MOHaxXnHs Mukepbs.

- 5 BOT cenyac noaomay K uUapuue-MaTylKe, — nporosopwunia rpaduHs

LLlepemeTeBa, a 3aTeM TOPOMJMBO nMowWJia HaBCTpeyy uapuue W npun eé

npubnMxeHMn noKnoHuWNacb en Ao 3emnn. — bnarocnosu, rocyaapbiHS-
MaTywka!
- bor 6narocnosut. BcTaHb!.. [Mpea eanHbIM BoroMm npeknoHancs, —

BN1IACTHbIM rOJI0COM Nporosopuna bbiBwas cynpyra sennkoro Netpa.

- B obutenb, uapuua-maTylwka, s HapoO4HO npuexana, 4Tobbl NoBmaaTb MU
NOKNOHUTBLCS TBOEMY BEUYUIO.

- Kakoe MoxXeT 6bITb Benmumne MHoKNMHM? Yosa Tol? Kak 3BaTb T€657?

- A - poub Bopwuca lMNeTpoBnua LLlepemeTeBa.

- Joub bopuca LlepemeTeBa? 3HaBana s TBOEro otua, 3HaBana!.. BepHbiM
CNyrowo, roBopsaT, OH 6bi1 MOeMy noKonHoMy MyXy [leTpy, B rpadbl ero
rocyaapb npou3Bén... A Teba Kak 3BaTb?

- HaTanben, rocygapbiHa-MaTyLwKa.

- 3ainan KO MHe B Kenbl, NOroBopuMM. XOTb U HE3A40POBUTCH MHE, MOTOMY WU
paHo ywa 13 uepkseu, a BCE xe 1 paaa tebe, rpadmHa Hatanbs...

- 3eMHOM MOKJ/IOH, MaTywka uapuua, Tebe 3a nacky! - U rpacdmHga HaTtanbs
BopucoBHa, A0 3eM/IM NOKNOHMBLUMCL LLAPCTBEHHOW MHOKMHE, Mowsia 3a Hek
B Kesblo.

TonbKo HeAaBHO BepHyNnachb Lapuua-mHOKUHA B MOCKBY M3 3aTOYEHUS.

B HoBogeBnubeM MOHacCTbIpe ANd Heé oTBeeHbl 6blnn camble nydyumne Kernbu,



€N BO3A4aBann LapCKue novyecTy U HasbiBanum Tenepb He cTtapuuen EneHon, a
"Benukon rocygapboiHen Esgoknen ®énoposHon".

Hemasnio ropa u HecyacTbs nepeHecna uapvua EBaokus, B nHodyectee EneHa.
OHa pocna n pa3BuBanacb B TepeMy; eé oTtel, 60sapunH JlonyxuH, 1 Mmatb 6blau
NAbMU CTaporo 3akana, npuaepXuBanucCb CTapuvHbl U KOCO CMOTpenu Ha
pa3Hble HOBLUECTBA, KOTOpble CO BpeMéH uapsa Anekces Muxannosuya cranu
"n3 HemetumHbl" npoHunkatb B Poccuio. Kpacua 6bina EBgokus JlonyxuHa:
CTaTHas, nosHas, 6enas, C pyMsHUEM BO BCH LWEKY, C SICHbIM B30pOM, C
co60MHbIMM 6pPOBSAMKU, C KOCAMW 4YyTb He A0 NAT, TaK 4YTO BCe CYynuIu en
6onbwoe cyacTbe M 3HATHOrO XeHuxa. WM [OencTBuTenbHO, BAOBA Uaps
Anekcess Muxamnosuya, Hatanbs KnpunnosHa, Bblbpana kpacasuuy [yHiO B
XXEHbl CBOEMY AEpXaBHOMY CblHY eTpy.

Kpenko, cepaedHo nontbuna Esgokns ®éqopoBHa CBOeEro Myxa-uaps, 3Toro
yyno-6orateipsa! B nepsoe BpeMss M OH O6bin HEXeH W npeaynpeauTeneH C
Kpacasuuen xeHon. Ho 3To npoaoskanoCb Heaonro: BCKOpe OH CcTas no
uenbiM HepensaMm, MecsilaMm OCTaBfATb €€ CKyyaTb B OAMHOYECTBe, OT4yacTu
6yayun 3aHAT genamm npasneHus u 3agyMaHHbIMM UM pedopMamMu, a oT4HacCTn
noa B/MSIHUEM CBOero yssiedeHuUs AHHOM MOHC, C KOTOPOM OH MO3HAaKOMWIICH
B Kykyn-cnoboge.

Ckyvana uapuua Espokusa ®épopoBHa. HO BOT e Ha pafoCTb M Ha yTexy
poauncs cbiH; ANéleHbKOM ero Ha3BaluM B 4ecCTb NOuYMBLUEro aena, uaps
Anekcess Mmnxamnosuda. Ctan OH pacTW, HO He 3aTuxia CKyKa B cepaue ero
MaTepu; HeT, pSAOM C Hel CTasa pa3BMBaTbCS U PEBHOCTD.

"He nobut MeHsa uapb-MyX, He ntobuT; BUAHO, Kpalwe aa munee cebe Haweén,
a 9 He HyXHa eMmy cTana. o Mecsuy m 6onbwe B rnasa He Buxy [leTpa.
Paznobun oH, pasnobun. A a nn ero He nwbuna, 9 nu He ronybuna? N BoT
nnaTta 3a Mok nboBb, 3a MOK sacky. EMy HoBLecCTBa pa3Hble HyXHbl Aa
OVKOBUHKWM 3aMOpPCKMeE, a He XeHa", — AyMana mMonojas uapuua.

Co cnesaMu BCTpedyana OHa Cyrnpyra uM ynpekana ero 3a 4acTble OT/Yy4YKMU.
Xmypuncsa TMéEtp, cnywas ynpéKWM XeHbl; He Mo HpaBy eMy 3To 6blno; OH
coBceM oxnagen K EBooknmn ®EQOpoBHE U OMATb MOKUHYI €€,

HanpacHo octaHaenuBanu lNeTpa uapuua-mMaTb U MosI04as XeHa.



- He K TOMy S npu3BaH, rocygapblHa-MaTylwwKa, 4Tobbl AOMa cmaeTb CnoXxa
PYKW: MeHs XAET 6onbwas paborta, 6onbwas nomka. MNMpoctu n 6narocnosu
CblHa Ha BeNWKWUN Tpya! — npowasicb ¢ MaTepbto, nporosopun MNETp, a K CBoen
MOI040M XeHe obpaTuncsa ¢ Takmmm cnosamm: — Hu cnesamm, HM nonpékamm
MEHS Tbl HE OCTaHOBMULWb, @ TOJSIbKO 03/106MWb 6onbLue.

Mpoxoannu Heagenu, Mecsaubl, a uapb MNETp Bcé 6bin B oTnyuke. CnésHbiMu
nuceMamMn 3Banu uUapuua-maTtb M Monogas >XeHa; Hartanes KupunniosHa
HacTosATenbHO TpeboBana ero Bo3BpalleHusi, a EBaokmna ®énopoBHa yYMUbHO
npucoeaunHsaa n CBoM Npocbbbl:

"ocynapto MoeMy pagoctu, uapto lNMeTpy AnekceeBuuy, — nucana monogas
uapuua. - 34paBCTBYW, CBET MOW, Ha MHoxecTBo feT! [lpocuM MUIOCTH,
noxkanym, rocyaapb, 6yamM K Ham He 3amewkas. A 9 NpyU MUNOCTU MaTYLLUKUHOWN
XMBA, XeHuwkKa TBosa [JyHbKa yenom 6bET".

A TYyT wenHynu uapuue EBgoknn ®EnoposHe, 4TO Y uapsa leTpa Ha cTopoHe
eCTb Apyrasi xeHa, "HeMka MoHcuxa", He BeHYaHHasi, WU 3TO PasoXrio
PEBHOCTb B CcepALe Mos040N Lapuubl.

Koroaa npuexan TMéTp, oOHa BCcTpetuna ero ¢ 6onbwmMu  ynpékamm W
6onbwmmm cnesamu. lNpomnsowna ccopa, U crneacremem 3Toro 6bIJIO TO, 4TO
EBookma ®énopoBHa yroamna B MOHACTbipb, 6blla HAaCU/IBHO MOCTPMXEHA U
CTana He uapuuerd MOCKOBCKOMW, a MoOHaxumHen EneHon. BMecTO nNblIWHbIX
LapCKMUX XOpOM o4yTunacb oHa B yborom kenbe, oamMHoOKas, Bcemu 3abbiTas,
BCEMU OCTaBfIEHHas.

TAXKO er 6bL10 OT 3TOM XU3HW. [pexae BpeMeHuM cocTapunacb EBaokus
®énopoBHa. [loTyckHenn y Heé o04u, nponan pyMmsaHel C Juua, LWEKKM
BBaUINUCb, N €& KpacuBble BOSIOCbl CEANHOM NOKPbINUCL. N cTana oHa aymaTb
O MeCTu Laplo-ruraHTy.

Moapoc uapesuy Anekcen n ctan 6oiBaTb Y Matepu B MOHacTblipe. MaTb cTana
BOOpYXaTb €ro nMpoTMB OTuUa, HO 3TO MNOBENO NUWb K rmbenn HecyacTHOro
uapesmya Anekces. lNMornb nTOM CMepTbio M Kpacasel reHepan CrenaH
neboB, K KoTOpoMy 6blla HepaBHOAYLWIHa Lapuua, a eé camy noj CTpormm
Kapaynom oTnpasunu B Jlagory, B YCNEHCKNIM MOHACTbIpb. TYT OHa M NpoXwuna

HeMasno neT B TeCHOM Kenbe, nod 6aAnTenbHbIM MpUCMOTPOM, A0 AHA KOHYUHbI



uMmnepaTtopa [lletpa Benukoro. C BouapeHueMm wumnepatpuubl EkaTepuHbl 1
6biBWYy0 uUapuuy nepese3nu B LUnuccenvbypr, a ortyaa B MOCKBY, B
HoBoaeBMYMIN MOHACTbIPb.

Borasa B CBOKWO Kenblo, uUapuua-MHOKUHA nepeojeniacb M, YCaXuBasiCb B
Kpecno, obpaTtunacb K CBOEN IOHOW roCTbe:

- Tak Tbl — ao4db 6osipmHa, TOo bUwb rpada bopuca MeTpoBunua LllepemeTeBa?
MOM NOKOWHbIN Llapb-MYy>X PYCCKUX MPUPOXAEHHbIX 60Ap B HeMmeukne rpadbl
npounssoaun. J1iobun NOKOMHNK HeMeTuMHY 1 4yTb BCen Pycn B HeMeTunHy He
nosepHyn! — B3BONIHOBaHHO aobaBuna OHa U, nokasbiBasd rpadpuHe HaTtanbe
MeCcTo Ha CTyne, psaoM c cobot, npepnoxwuna en: — Cagucb!.. B Horax
npasabl HeT!

- CMelo nn 4, uapuuya-maTylwka, cuaeTb npes 1o6oi?

- Kakasa a yapuua? MoHaxmHs CMUpeHHas s, a He uapuua... TouHo, 6bina n 4
uapuuen, TOMbKO 3TO AaBHbIM-AABHO npowso. Bcé npowno, BCé
nopywunock... Hy, noeBegam MHe, HaTanblowka, 4Tto HoBoro? [lpasay nu
rOBOPSAT, YTO MOW BHy4YeK-Lapb MeHWWKOBa OTNpaBua B CCbIIKY?

- [MpaBaa, rocydapblHA-MaTylwkKa, npasaa, KHA3b MeHWWKOB B rocyaapeBy
onany nonar’n.

- W HuwTO, HMWTO emy. Ewé nTon KasHu cnegosano 6bl ero npeaatsb.
3no4en OH, MHe U CblHKY MOeMy 3/0M0/y4yHOMYy. HeMano 3ToT MeHWwuKoB
3n06bl pa HecyacTba npuHéc. O, locnoan, npoctu, nomunynl.. CnoBammu
CBOMMMU A rpex cosepwwuna! NpewHunuya s, rpewHuual.. la y>x 601bHO MHOroO A
BbICTpajasna, MHOro JIOTOro rops nepeHecna, OTTOro U cepaue MoEé crano
Takoe 35106Hoe! 3HauuT, MeHwukoBa nocturna kapa [ocnogHa? O ero
nageHum HegasHo nucan MmHe OcTtepMmaH. [la naoxo s eMy Beplo: NoAsin3a OH,
nbCTel, XuTpbii HeMeu. Kpenko 600Cb §, 4TO OH W BHyKa MoOero,
MeTpyweHbKy, wucnopTtwui.. Bor ewé [onropykoBbiX 4, TpewHnua,
Hepontbnmeat! A roBopaT, KHA3b MBaH AHIOET M HouyeT Yy rocyaaps...
focypapb MonoAeHek, MpuBA3YMB, MNSAMWbL — XXMBO BCEro nocsywaeT, 4To
BOPOrM ero U3 KopbICTK Ans cebs nocoBeTyroT. A AONTO N TyT A0 rpexa? BoTt
n 6onuT MOEé cepaue, kak bbl MNeTpyweHbky He ucnoptunau!.. KTo nx 3HaeT,

yto nanwkn, 6aM3  Hero, MOSIOAEHLKOr0, HECMbIWAEHOro, croawme,



3agymann. CoBCeEM He 3Hak s KHA349 MBaHa.. MoxeT, Tbl... rpaduHIOLWKA,
3Haewsb ero?

- Kak e, rocyaapblHA-MaTyllKa, 3Hak, — BCHA BCMbIXHYB U OMyCKasd CBOM
XOPOLUEHbKYO rOSIOBKY, TUXO oTBeTUa Hataness bopucoBHa.

- [da Tbl 4yto? C 4yero, 4YTO 30pbKa anas, BCMNbIXHYJIA U TOJIOBYLWKY CBOK
onyctuna? BuaHo, nontobuna kHA3a MBaHa? Tak, 4To nn?

- MaTtywka uapuua... 1 3ateMm n B obutenb npumexana, y4Ttobbl BUAETb TBOMU
npeceeT/ible O4M U, ecnn y[aacTcs, MUCNpPOCUTb TBoero 651arocnoBeHus Ha
HOBYIO XW3Hb. KHA3b MBaH AnekceeBu4d MpoCUT MOEro corsacus C HUM noa
YeCTHbIM BeHel natn. B MNMutepe a 6bina, TaM M yBnaan MeHsa KHA3b MBaH. U3
NMnTepa OH U NUCbMO nNpucnasn, NpPocuT Mmoero cornacusa. CKOpo OH C BEJIMKUM
rocyaapem B MockBy npubypet.. B nucbme-To ewé Takas npunmcka ecTb:
"XoTenocb 661 MHe NpuexaTb K Tebe B NanaTbl HE YYXXUM 4YeNI0BEKOM, @ TBOUM
XXEeHnxXoM".

- [1a MHe-To 4yTo A0 3Toro? C yero Tbl B3gyMasia MOero CoBeta nNpocuTb?

- A BOT C 4yero, Matywka rocygapbiHa! Tbl — cBATaa crapuua, MHOro rops
rnepeHecna M pas3HOro HecyacTbs BbITepresia, miBegasna Xu3Hb. BoT bor u
HaZOyYMW/1 MEHS MpoCUTb TBOEro cOoBeTa W nocnefoBaTb MyApbIM ClOBaM
TBOMM. EWE, MaTywka uapuua, Tbl M3BOAMMAA CKasaTb, 4TO rocyzapb
npuBsA3anca K KHa3t0 MeaHny. lpasaa 370... A Begomo nm Tebe, 4TO KHA3b
NBaH BeaéT xun3Hb 6ecwaballHyto, pa3rybHy?

- Cnbiwana npo TO, chbliwana, BOT U 60t0Cb, 4TO6bl MOM BHYK-rocyaapb He
Hayymnca AypHbIM npuMepaM oOT KHA39 WMBaHa. Beab AypHoe ckopee
rNnepeHnMaeTcs, Yem xopolulee.

- A 4-TO, MaTywka uapuvua, Ha 4T10? CTaB XeHOow KHA38 MWBaHa, 4
nocrapatCb OTCTpPaHUTb €ro oT Bcero aypHoro... Cepaue y Hero pobpoe,
Xopoulee; ero CKOpo MOXHO Bpa3yMuUTb U OT pasrysia OTy4nTb.

- MNMomorun Tebe Nocnoab B 3T70M, HaTanbowka! 3a TBoé 6naroe HamepeHue u
Tebe 6naro 6yaer.

- Tak Tbl, MaTywka rocyaapblHsa, 6narocnosnsewb Mon 6pak C KHA3eM
MBaHOM? — pagoCTHO cripocuna Hatanes BopucoBHa.

- Tbl, HaTanblowka, ¢ NepBoro B3rna4a npuwnace MHe Mo HpaBy; 4uCToe Yy



Tebs cepaue, xopowee; s paga TBoen cyabbe, TBOEMY CYaCTbi, TOJbKO
CMOTPM — MPOYHO M TO cyacTbe bByaeT. S Tak Xe, Kak BOT Tbl, pagoBanacb
6e3MepHOMY cuyacTbl, Korga Bbixogumna 3a uaps [lleTpa 3amyx, Aymana,
CYacTbld TOMY W KOHUA He 6yaeT, a OHO MPOHECSOCb, KakK MUr eauHbIN.
MpocTn Noka, ycrtana s, nonay npunary. A 3a kHA35 MBaHa Bbixoaun. Mpuepet
OH B MOCKBY, 9 C HUM CaMa NnoroBopio.

CyactnmMBoM M [OBOJSIBHOW BepHynacb Mosiofas rpadpuHsa LlepemeteBa Ha

Bo3aBumxeHkKy, B CBOW POCKOLUHbIE Nanathbl.

II

B naTHaguatm Bepctax OT MOCKBblI >XXMBOMUCHO pacKkuUHynacb 6onbwas
ycagbba [opeHKW, npuHagnexaswas KHA3lo Anekcewo [puropbesunyy
Jonropykosy.

KHsxxeckne nanatbl 6biAM yaAobHbI U noMecTuTeNbHbl. KaMeHHasa nectHuua u
ABepb C Xene3HbIMM 3aTBopaMu Benu B 6onblwMe CeHU, B KOTOPbIX
HaXoAW/I0Cb HECKOJIbKO CTEeKNSHHbIX (oHapen. B NpuMEMHbIX MOKOSIX CTOSANMU
NaBKN N CTyNbsl, 06UTble UBETHbIMM CYKHaMU U KOXEW; TYT Xe HaxoauNnUCb U
CTONbl, nunoBble W Ay6OBble, pe3Hble, Kpyrnble W YeTblpéXYrosibHble;
HekoTopble O6blnM  06UTbI  KOXEW, a HeKOoTopble MOKPbITbl LBETHbIMU
ckaTepTaMn. Ha cTeHax, nNOKPbITbIX 0609MM  BUWHEBOM KaMKW UK
KaMyaTHbIMK 3eNeHsAMMU, MecCTaMn 6binn NpubuTbl KOBPbI; B KaXAo0W ropHuue
Haxoannncb obpasa B AOpPOrMx oksagax; B napagHoM ropHuue Bucen noprper
MeTpa I, NMMCaHHbLIXN Ha NOMOTHE, B 30/I0MEHOW paMe; B TOW Xe ropHuue
HaxoAmncb 60nblUMEe CTEHHble 4Yacbl W OpraH; Ha ABepsAX M Ha OKHax -
CYKOHHble KpacHble AparnnpoBKMU.

Bonee TwartenbHo 6bi1a ybpaHa ropHuua, npeaHasHayaBslascsa ans npuesaa
rocyaaps lNetpa II; 3aecb MebnmpoBKy coctaBnsanm 6onblune Kpecna, obutble
BULWIHEBbIM HapxaTOM M OTAENaHHble 3010TbIMM M cepebpsHbIMWU ranyHaMmu;
pe3Hble CTonbl W CTynbs, Ay6OBbIM pe3HOoM wWwKad, Kpyrablkd nocrasew,
pPOCKOLWHasa pe3Has KpoBaTb, C MO30JI04EHHbIM BEPXOM, C 3e/1EéHO TadTAHO
3aHaBeCbto, NMyXoBas NepuHa MU Takue Xe NoAyLWKNU C KaMyaTHbIM 04esANIOM; Ha

cTeHax, 06uTbIXx KuTanuckmmm o605MKU, BUCENO pa3HOro poaa OpYyXHUe:



nuwanu, pyxXbs, BUHTOBKW, nNUCTONETbl, anebapabl Ha ApeBKaxX, MUKW U
rnpo4yee; Ha CToNaX KpacoBalnUCb pas3Hble Bewu - "KUTaWCKUM YEpPHbIN
wkatyn", KpyrneHbkue 4yepenaxoBble, OnpaBfieHHble cepebpoM KOpobouku c
6naroBoHHbIMM cBevamu, aybosas "XonMmoropckas CKpbIHA" C BblIABUXHbIMU
AWNKAMN, KUTAWCKWUIMA YMbIBASIbHbIA NapYuK C WYMCKUM MbIIOM U MHOIO
apyrmx 6esgenyuiek.

HaneBo OT KHshkeckoro goma 6binm pacnonoxeHbl u36bl AN ABOPOBOW
npucnyrn, panee wna 6epésoBas powa C NcCapHbiM ABOPOM. KOHOWHKN 6binun
nepenosiHeHbl NOPOAMUCTBIMM NOWAABMW, @ B KapeTHbIX capasX HaxoauncCb
BCEBO3MOXHbIE€ SKMMNAXMW.

Moasanbl 1 norpeba B NopeHkax 6bl1M NepenosiHeHbl pa3HbIMM 3aMOPCKUMU
BMHaMW, pyCCKMMW HACTOMKaMW, pas3/iIM4YHbIMKU MedaMuU U KBacaMu, a Takxe u
BCEBO3MOXXHOW NpPOBU3NEN.

LLnpoko, Tenno W CbITHO XWIOCb B 3TOW MNOAMOCKOBHOM Yycaabbe
JonropykoBa. OgHako cam OH U ero CblH MBaH 6e30TNy4YHO HaxoAuNUCb Mpu
IOHOM rocyzape, a B [opeHkax Haxoawunacb KHArnMHA lNpackoBbs KOpbeBHa C
aodvepbmn, EkatepuHon un EneHon. KHaA3b  Anekcen, ocnennéHHblin
yectonwbueMm, pyKoBOAMMbLIA TONIbKO CYACTIMBOK  3BE340M, KOTopas
nocraemna ero, C nageHneM MeHwuKoBa, BAPYr Tak 6AM3KO K rocyaapto,
AyMan To/bKO O TOM, Kak 6bl He MpOMycCTUTb BpPEMEeHW, MNMoKa CBEeTUT eweé
3Be34a. He 3Hasa npepena ceoeMy yectontobuio, OH, NogobHO MeHWUKoBY,
BO3bIME/ HEMpeMeHHoe XefaHue BbldaTb CBOW Aodyb EkatepuHy 3a
nMnepaTopa-oTpoka, 3abblB 06 yyacTm HecyacTHOro MeHWMKoOBa M €ro
3N10M01y4YHOM goyvepu Mapun.

OpoHaxabl, B TEMNbIA MANCKUA Beyep, KHA3b Anekcen [puropbesny
HeoXnaaHHO Npubbin B NOpeHKN, YeM HeMano yaMBUA CBOK XXEHY U Ao4Yepen.
- Mbl HMKaK He xaanu Tebs, KHA3b Anekcen, HbiH4Ye, a Tbl - Hal -
HeXAaHHO-HeragaHHO K HaM rnoXasnoBan, — BCTPETU/IA €ro KHAMMHS.

- Tak-To nydywe, — 340pOBasiCb C XXEHOW, oTBeTUN Anekcen Npuropbesmy.

— Tbl NOroCTUWb Yy Hac?

- Nwb, yTo ckaszana! [a pa3Be MOXHO? Pa3Be Thbl He 3Haelwb Hawux gen,

MpackoBbsi lOpbeBHa? Tenepb K HaM rocyaapb 651aroBo/UT, @ He Topuu



MOCTOSIHHO BO ABoOpuUe npu rocyaape, 6bino 6bl coBcem gpyroe: TyT 6bl Moé
MeCTO 3aHaNn Apyron. Pasymeewb /M, KHATMHIOWKA?

- Mnoxo s, Anekcen NpuropbeBmY, pasyMmero Balwm NpUABOPHbIE TOHKOCTMW.

- A 3Haewb N, KHATMHIOWKA, Kakoe cnoBo A Tebe mMonenw? ToONbKO Tbl
noau, NpuTBOpPU NNOTHee ABepu, YTObbl KTO-TM60 He noacnyLwan.

- Hy, nputBOpMna... CKasbiBaun.

- 3a ABepsSAMM HEeT HUKOro? JlroanwKn He TopyaT?

- 3ayeM UM TyT b6bITb? B nepeaHen UM MecTo... HUKOro y ABEpPEN HET, roBopw,
KHS3b, HE TOMMW.

- JlagHo, 4 caM ewé nocMmoTpro! — cKasan KHA3b M JIMWb NOoC/e TOro Kak
ybeonnca, 4to WX HWUKTO He NOAC/AYWMUBAET, TUXO CrpOCUA Y XKEHbl: -
XoTtenockb 661 Tebe 6bITb rocynapeBon TEWEN?

- [la Tbl, KHA3b, UYTO 3TO? B CBOEM yMe? — NMOYTU BbIKPUKHYIA KHATMHSA. — [a
4yTO Tbl 3a4yMasl, YTO 3agyman?

- Yto 3agyman, 10 n b6yaet. TonbKo Tbl MHe He Mewawn!.. KHa3b Bacunum
Jlykny n gpyrve Hawm poamym BCe COrlacuamcb NnoMoraTb MHe. TOSIbKO HUKaK
He Mory ynomatb MBaHa... BoT ocnoab bor Hagennn MeHsa CbIHKOM-TO!..

- Anekcen 'puropbeBuny, 4TO Tbl rOBOpULWbL Takoe? Beab 06 3TOM 1 nogymaTb
CTpawHo. Heyxenn y4yacTb MeHWMWKOBA He oOcCTaHaBnuBaeT Teba oT
HeCObITOYHbIX XenaHun?

- YTto MeHwwukoB? OH XOTb U XUTEp 6bin, HO, HayaB CBOE AeNno XOpoLwo,
OKOHYUTb-TO €ro He CyMmer.

- A Tbl CyMeelWb, CyMeelb?

- [a, cyMewo M rocydapsi XeHw Ha Hawen podepu. A Tbl, [lpackoBbs
IOpbeBHa, N He ayMan npenatcTBoBaTb 3ToMy!l.. [la, 9 3HaKO, Tbl — XEHLWMHA
yMHas, paccyamTtenbHas, NpoTUB MeHS Tbl HE NONAELWb.

- Kak a nonay npotuB T1e€6a? Tbl, KHA3b, CMNbHee MeHd. Ho Xxopowero B
TBOEM fene s HNYero He BMXY HU ans T1ebs, HM ansa Bcex Hac! bowcb S, 4To U
Hac NOCTUMHET Takas Xe y4dacTb, Kakasi nocTurna MeHwukoBa, a MOXeT 6bITb,
N TOro xyxe, — ¢ rnybokum B3aoxoM nporosopuna lNpackosbs OpbeBHa.

- TunyH Tebe Ha 43biK, rnynas 6aba! — ¢ cepaueM BOCKIMKHYN KHA3b. — A He

pan, 4Tto n 3arosopwmn C Tob6010 npo 3TO Aeno.



- N He Hapo, He roeBopwu... [lenan, Kak 3Haewb; MewaTb Tebe 9 He byay, a 3a
OeTeln MONUTbCA CTaHy, 4Tobbl nx bor nsbasumn oT HecyacTb.

- BoT n paBHoO 6bl Tak! 3aBTpa VBaH xoTen npuexaTtb. Tbl BeAb 3Haellb, OH
3a HaTtanbto LLlepemeTeBy cBaTancs. Buepa 6b11 B fOMe Yy HEBECTbl U NOAyYUn
eé cornacwue.

- BoT 3TOMy s nopaaytocb. pacdmHa Hatanbs BopucoBHa - npuMmepHas
AeBuua, Tmxas, cKkpoMHas. Paga a 3a MBaHywky, BOT Kak paga. Cyactime OH
6ynet ¢ rpadpuHen Hatanben. OHa cyMeeT OCTaAHOBUTb €ro OT KyTexen u
nonoexk.

- Oypak T1BOM WMBaH, 6onbwon aypak! EMy B pykum caMO cyacTbe M/bIBET,
ToNbkO 6epun, He neHucb. locydapb Tak K HeMy MNpuBA3asncs, 4UTO He
paccTaérca C HWUM. 3axO0TU TOMbKO MBaH, Tak NepBenWMM YeroBEeKOM B
rocygapctee ctan 6bl. Beab rocygapb ero BO BCEM cnywaeT; Kak WMBaH
CKaxeT, Tak TOMy 1 6bITb. OH BCEX MUHUCTPOB MOr 6bl B pyku 3abpaTb.

- Y MBaHywkun xopowasa aywa, aobpas; OoH He yectonwobus, — nepebusas
My>a, NPOroBopuia KHArMHS.

- Becb B Teba: Takon xe mamnsa, 6eccpebpeHunk, n HeEMano Tpyaa CTOUT MHe
B/INATb Ha Hero Tak, 4tobbl OH Npea rocygapeM B Hawy pyky paboTtan, yecTtu
M MOrywecTBy Hawero poaga cnocobcrsoBan. N Beab 6b10Cb 1, 6b10Cb, @ TONKY
rMoKa OT 3TOro HeMHoro. Hy aga octaBuMM roBopuTb Npo 3T1o!.. ABOCb A BCE-TaKu
nepenomnto MeaHa. Crtynan, nownu KO MHe KaTw, MHe Hago C Hew
nobecenosaTb.

- Cenyac nownto.

KHarnHsa lMNMpackoBbs KOpbeBHa BbilWa, U CNYCTS HEMHOMO BPEMEHWN B FOPHULLY
K OTUYy BNOpxHyna KaTts.

OHa 6blna o4YeHb KpacMBa W CTPOMHA M MONy4Yuna AOBOJSIbLHO XOpollee Mo
TOMy BpeMeHM obpas3oBaHMe; OHa O4YeHb AO0Mro Xuna B Bapwase, y cBoero
henyuwku, kKHa3a [puropua ®époposBuyda [onropykosa, M Haydunacb TaM
CBETCKOMY obpallueHuto.

EnBa oHa BOLWa B KOMHATYy oTuUa, TOT 06paTtunics K He:

- 3apasctByin, KaTiowa; caaucb, 6byaeMm rosoputb. Tebe M3BECTHO, 4UTO K

HaM, B FTOpPeHKM, Ha AHSAX NpUE3XaeT AOpPOoron roctb? 3Haelwb n, KTO?



- He 3Halo, nana, XOTd MO TeM MPUroTOBJIEHUAM, KOTOpPble MPOUCXOAAT BO
BCcen ycaabbe, MOry aymaTtb, 4TO roCTb 6yaeT BaXKHbI, — HECKONIbKO MoAyMas,
OTBETU/Ia KHSXKHA.

- Focypnapb K HaM npuegeTt, — C€aMoOAOBONIbLHO Yyiblbasacb nporosopun
Jonropykos.

- Kak! Heyxenu? — ¢ yanBneHneM BOCK/IMKHYa KHSAXHA.

- [Ja, na. Ero nmnepaTtopckoe BennyecTso Aan cnoso 6biTb Yy Hac B ycaabbe.
- OTO Ana Hac - 6onblias 4YeCTb, — KakK-TO XOJI0A4HO MPOroBopusia KHSAXHA
EkaTepuHa.

- S aymato! A BOT nocnywamn, 4to s cTaHy roBoputb. CKaxwu, Tbl cHacTbs cebe
xenaewb?

— KT0 Xe He xenaeTt, nana?

- OT Tebsa Tenepb 3aBUCUT NMOAyUnTb 6onbluoe-6onblwoe cyacTbe!

- Y10 XXe Ansa aToro Haao MHe caenatb?

- MocTapanca noHpaBuTbCa rocygapto. [lMoHpaBuMWwbCca eMy, OH Ha Tebe
XXEHUTCH, N Tbl CTaHEeLWb uMnepatpuueto... NMoHana nn?

- KoHeyHo, nana! Ho, nana, He BblWAO 6bl C HAMW TO, 4YTO CAYYMNOCb C
MeHLWwwnKkoBbIMM!

- He 6oicsa, KaTtga, 8 noBeay pneno CcoBCeM MNO-ApyroMy. Tbl TOMbKO
nocrtapancs NoOHpPaBUTbCSA rocyaapio.

— lMoHpaBuUTbCSA... A eCnn 9 He NMOHPaB/IIOChL?

- YXX ecnn rocygapb XoTen XeHuTbCcsa Ha Mapun MeHWwunkKoBomn, To Tebe-To un
COMHEeBaTbCs He3a4yeM: Beb Tbl MHOIMO Kpacueee U Munee eé...

- Ho Beab g cTapuwe rocynaps.

- OTO Huyero He 3Hauut! [la pas3Be y Tebsa HeT xenaHus O6bITb
nmnepaTpuuen?

— OTKpPOBEHHO CKaXxy, HeT.

- [1a Tbl C yMa cowna?! — ¢ Heya40BOJ/IbCTBMEM MPOroBOpUS KHA3b. — Beab 3TO
- Takoe Benukoe cyacTtbe! [Moaymanm cama Tonbko!.. Beab Tbl CTaHewb
noBenunTenbHULEN Benuyanwen B Mupe ctpaHbll.. A 6oraTtcTtso, a BnacTb, a
mMoryuwectBo!.. Beab BCe CTaHyT NpPeK/IOHATLCS npen Tobown, n ecnn nosBecTtu

Aeno ¢ ymMmoMm, 170 WM cebs, n Bcex Hac npocnaBnTb MoXewb!.. DTO NN He



cyacTtbe?! [la Beab He MOHMMATb 3TOr0 — 3HA4MUT 6bITb Kpyrnion aypown!.. A
Aaxe npeactaBuTb cebe He MOry, Kak BCero 3Toro He NMOHMMaTb BO3MOXHO!..
- PasybexaaTtb Bac 9 He 6yay, Tak Kak BCE paBHO Bbl HE MOCNYLUAETE MEHS;
NPOTUBUTBLCSA TOXe 51 He 6yay, NOTOMY YTO Bbl BCE Xe NMOoCTaBuUTe Ha CBOEM, HO
CKaxy BaM, 4TO B 3TOM HepaBHOM 6pake s BWXY He cyacTbe, a 6onbluoe,
6onbwoe HecyacTbe...

- W Tbl Npo Hec4yacTbe 3arosopuna? [la 4To Bbl C MaTepbto, CrOBOPUIIUCE, YTO
nu, nyraTb MeHHA KakuUM-TO HecyacTbeM? [ae oHo? OTKyAa Bbl BUAUTE ero?

- AX, nana, nana, Bbl 3abnyxaaerecb!

- Bbnarogapto nokopHo! Y Tbl yu4nTb MeHs B3ayMmana? Xusyuu B lMonbue, y
A90M, Tbl, BWMAHO, Hay4yunacb TaM MOJbCKUM MaHepaM? Ho HeT! - TBOMU
HacTaBNeHUS 9 CNyLwaTb He Xo4y! — 3aKkpuyan Ha A0Yb paCCEPXEHHbIN KHA3b.
- S He NoOHMMalo, Nana, Ha 4YTo Bbl rHeBaeTecb? Beab S ckasana BaM, 4YTO U3
Bawero NOBMHOBEHMS M BOMW He BbinAy. Bbl xenaete, 4ytobbl 9 cTapanach
NMOHPABUTbLCH FOCyAaplo-ManbynKy, NPUHSIA Mepbl K TOMy, 4To6bl yBNeYb ero,
n a9 byay crapaTbCs, HO YTO W3 3TOr0 BbIMAET, S HE 3HaK, TOSIbKO AyMak —
Masno xopoulero...

- Hy, 3TO Mbl yBnaum, ysnamm! A Tenepb ctynan. Tonbko npowy He 3abbiTb
MOMX C/I0B W TOTOBUTbCSA K npuesny rocygaps! — yxXe COBepLIeHHO
pa3apaxmBLLUNCb, 3aKOHUYMI KHA3b Anekcen Fpuropbesuy.

B oTBeT Ha cnoBa oTua KHSXHa EKaTepuHa nuwb TAXENO B34AOXHYNa U
MOCMNeLWHOo Bbilwa.

"Yto oTO0 3Hauut? 4 ayman, KaTtsa 3anpbiraet oT pagoCTy, a OHa 4YyTb He
nnayet. Heyxenu eé He npenblaeT 6bITb XEHO nMnepaTopa? Yx He nobut
M OHa Koro? Hago nocrtapaTtbCsa pas3seaaTtb!" — npoBoxas B3rns40M A0uYb,

noaymasn KHA3b.

ITI
NMnepaTop-OoTPOK  HaxoAauncs yxe B Mockse; ero Bbe3a B
nepBONpecTosibHYl0  CTOAMLY CO BCEM  ABOPOM  MNPOM3OWEN  O4YeHb
TopXXecTBeHHO. Bce ynuubl, no kotopbiM exan [MéTp Anekceesud, 6bin

3arnpy>eHbl HapoaoM, C06paBLUVIMCFI CO BCeX KOHUOoB MOCKBbI HaBCTpeuy



rocyzaprt 1 npmBeTCTBOBaBLUMM €ro pagoCTHbIMM KPUKAMKU, KOTOPbIM BTOPWUIU
KOJI0OKO/1a COPOKa COPOKOB LiepKBEN MOCKOBCKMX.

Focynapb 6bin1 Becen M pagoCTeH M HU3KO packiaHMBaAsICsa C HapoAOM.
BennuaBas MockBa npou3sBena Ha ero MoJoAyw Aywy camoe pafoCTHoe
BreyaTneHne n noHpasunacb eMy MHoro 6onblie MNetepbypra.
NMnepaTop-0TpOK OCTaHOBU/ICS B JlepOpPTOBCKOM ABOpLUE, rAe TOPXECTBEHHO
NpeaAcTaBNaINCb €My BbICLee MOCKOBCKOE [AYXOBEHCTBO, reHepanuTeTr U
MOCKOBCKME BNacTu, U o4apoBan Ux ceoeto Ntobe3HOCTbIo.

- HakoHel-TO 9 B MockBe, B MUIOW, Aoporon Mockee, — Beceno nporosopun
OH, OCTaBLWIMCb B CBOEM KabunHeTe BABOEM C KHA3eM MBaHOM [JONroOpyKOBbIM.

- MockBa, BMAHO, rocyaapb, npuwniack 6onbwe Tebe no Hpasy, Yem lMutep?
- HecpaBHeHHO, BaHa! A aymaio HaBcerga ocrtatbCcd B Mockee. lycTb 34ech
bynetr Mos pe3nmgeHums. U Hapoa 34ewHUA MHe 605blle HpaBUTCH, 4YeM
NUTEPCKUIA.

- B MockBe, rocypapb, Kak-TO NpuBOJIbHee, Mpole, Aa U NOoBecesnTbCH
MO>XXHO; OKOJ10 ropoza fieca OT/INYHbIe, eCTb r4e NOOXOTUTLCH.

- [a, pa. Mbl 3gecb, BaHg, BBONO nooxoTumcs € To6on. S BOT OTAOXHY,
nobbiBato, rae Hy>XHo, a TaM N Ha OXOTY.

- A C 0XOTbl, rocyaapb, K Ham B ycaabby, Ha nepenyTbe. Xopowo y Hac Tam!
To-TO pasonTUCb MOXHO!.. HMKOro TaM, KpoMe Hallen CeMbW, HET, Aenamn 4YTo
xoyewsb!.. W rynbHyTb, MU MOTaHUeBaTb, W BBOJAK MO MNONAM JAa Nnecam
nokaTtaTbCs MOXHO! Npuesxante, rocyaapb, K HaMm, AOBOJIbHbI OCTaHeTeCh!

- HenpemeHHo, BaHs, 3aeagy. TBOM OTel 3Ban MeHs, U S Aan CNnoBo 6bITb Yy
Bac.

- TBOW npuesn, rocyaapb, NpuUHECET HaM 6onbwoe cyacTbe, — C HU3KUM
MOK/IOHOM NPOroBopua KHA3b MBaH.

- 3Haewb, BaHA, s xoTen 6bl MPUHOCUTL CYacCTbe He BaM OAHWM, MOUM
611M3KMM, @ BCEMY HapoAay, KOTOpbI Bpy4YéH MHe Borom. A xoten 6bl 4enuTb C
3TUM HapoAOM U paaoCTb, U rope u 6bin 6bl cyacTnme, ecnn 6bl BECb MOM
Hapoa 6narogeHcTBoBas, He Bedas rops. HoO AOCTMYb 3TOro TPYAHO, MOYTH
Henb34. Y MeHs, K Hec4yacCTbi, HEMHOIro TakMX BEpPHbIX CNyr, Kak Tbl. MHOro

OKOJ10 MEHA NOMOLWHWMKOB, a MNOJNIOXWUTbCA Ha HWUX HENb3A, BEAb BCE HE O



6narongeHCTBMM HApPOAHOM, a TOoNbKO O cebe m o0 cBoux 6AM3KUX AyMaloT.
NcKkopeHUTb 3TO 3710 Y MeHs HeT cui!

- MNogpacTéwb, BO3MYyXaelb, rocyaapb, Toraa u cuna y teba asmrcs.

- {1 y bora, BaHs, CTaHy NpoCcuUTb NOMOWM... Bor 4acTt cuiy MCKOPEHUTb 3710 U
HenpasAy B MOel 3emse.

- Momoran Tebe bor, Benuknii rocygapb. A Koraa Tbl M3BOSULWb MOCETUTL
uapuuy-mHoknHio EBaokuto ®EAOPOBHY? — MeHAs pasroBop, crnpocun MeaH
JonropykoB. — E€ BennyecTBo yxe He pa3 ocBeaoMnsnncb 06 atoMm. Xouetcs
en nosmgaTtb Bac, A4a M BaM MO POACTBEHHOM 6/IM30CTM MOKJIOH OTAATb €n
cneposano 6bl! Beab, rosopsaT, ntobUT OHa Bac Kpenko!

- Cnbiwan g, BaHsa, npo 3T0, 3Hat, M Xanb eé, begHy! N roeopunmn MHe,
YTO HEMAsI0 €N NepeHeCcTU B XU3HU NPULLIOCH, @ 3a YTO — U MNOHATbL He Mory!
Tak Tbl rOBOpULLbL, OHA BUAETb MeHS X0o4eT? Hy 4YTo X, Cbe3aMM K HEWN 3aBTpa,
HenpeMeHHO 3aBTpa. Benu kK MoeMy oTbe3ay rotoBbiM 6bITh, BaHa! M HaTawy
C cobon BO3bMéM, U TETyWwKy-uapeBHy Enusasety. Cnbiwnwb, BaHs,
HenpeMeHHO CKaXXwn UM, 4To6bl NPUrOTOBUINCD.

- Cnyuwato, rocyaapsb!

- Jliobnto g nx, BaHsa, ax, kak nobnwo!l.. [1a Beab n 6nmxe nx HAKOro y MeHs
HeT! HaTtawa-To - aHren KpoTKWMIK, a TETywkKa-uapeBHa! — C BOCTOPromM
BOCK/NIMKHYN METp AnekceeBn4d, U ero rnasa BCMNbIXHY/IM OCOObIM OFOHbLKOM. —
DX, Aa 4YTO W roBopuTb O Hewnl.. Beab 3TO — KpacCoOTKa TakKas, 4YTO BTOpPOM
Takon, noau, u He cbickate! U obpa3oBaHHas-TO OHa - Bedb KakK no-
paHUy3CKN-TO 1 roBopuT, 1 nuweT!.. A yx Becénas-Tto, secénas!.. I necHu-
TO NOET, n xoposoabl BoAUT!.. I BCE pycckoe Kak nobut!..

- [a, rocyaapb, Bbl Npasbl! — C BOCXULWEHNEM MOATBEPANI U KHA3b MBaH. -
NcTnHHaa kKoponeBHa!.. DX, BOT YyX HEBeCTUTbCA OHa Hadvana.. Belb,
HaBepHO, Yy HaC He OCTaHeTcCs, Kyaa-Hmbyab B EBpony 3aMyx BbinaeT. Beab
cnaea-To 0 eé€ KpacoTe Aa XWMBOCTU U NPUBETIMBOCTM WM TaM WU3BECTHa.
Mpuener K HaM KOponeBuUY Kakom-Hubyab, nnbo npuHU, nNmbo repuor,
npuceBaTaeTcs K Hel, Aa 1 yBe3ET eé oT Hac. [MogyMaellb TONbKO, Kakoe OHa
CYyacTbe MYXY CBOEMY AacT, NpsAMO-Taku 3aBUCTb 6epéT!..

- Kak 3To Tak yBe3yT e€? — BAPYr BCMbIXHY/N MMMepaTop-oTpoK. — [a pa3se



Mbl OTAQAMM eé?.. Hy HeT, 3TO ewé Mbl NnocMOoTpuM. Kak xe a 6e3 Heé byay?
Beab 5 cam eé nwobnto. MycTb-Ka CyHeTCca KTo-HMbyab!.. MNMokaxy 5, Kak Hawy
Kpacasuuy otbusaTtb!.. - N nMmnepatop B BOSHEHUM paxe 3aberan no 3any
ABopua. — Hy HeT, ecnu Tak, TO S U CaM XEHIOCb Ha Hen!..

- YTOo BbI, 4YTO Bbl, rocygapb, Aa pa3Be 3TO MOXHO? Beab Bbl - eé
NAEMSIHHUK.

- Hy Tak uto x! Beab 3a rpaHuuen-To 3TO criowb Aa psaoM genaetcsal.. A
BeAb M MOS MaTylwka MOKOMHass HeMmka 6bina W, paxe cwga npuexas,
npaBoC/iaBHOM He cTana.

- Tak-To Tak, rocyaapb, — nonpobosan BO3pa3uTb [ONrOpPyKOB, — HO BeAb
Bbl-TO — MMMepaTop NpaBocnaBHOW Pycu, u uapeBHa npaBocnaBHas. Hukak
3TOT 6pak HeBO3MOXeH! — HaCTOMUYMBO NOBTOPWUA KHA3b MBaH, ToT4yac Xxe
coobpas3unB BCO ONAcHOCTb NogobHoro 6paka Ass NaaHOB CBOEN CEMbMU.

- A a4 nokaxy, 4To BO3MOXHO! — KpuUkHyn [lMéTp Anekceesudy. — YTo MOXeT
noMewaTb MOeMy XenaHuto u sone? Beab 1 — umnepatop!

Buas, 4To 3TOT pa3roBOp BOJSIHYET MMMepaTopa, U He Xenas BO3paXxeHUaMmu
060CTpsAATb BONPOC M YyKa3aHMEM Ha BO3MOXHble NpensTCcTBUS BO36yaAuUTb B
NeTpe ynopcTBO WM HACTOMYMBOCTb, KHA3b MBaH npeanoyén NOKOHYUTL
pa3roBOp Ha 3Ty TEMY U rnepeBén ero Ha noceweHne uapuubl-MHOKNHU.
NmnepaTtop noaTBepAn, YTO NoedeT K HEN Ha CNeayrownin AeHb.

3To mn3Bectme 6bI10 NepegaHo B HoBoAEBMUMI MOHACTbIpb, M TaM NOAHSNACh
6onblas cyeta. HaunMHasa ¢ UrymeHbn U KoH4Yasa npocton 6ennukon, sce 6binum
3aHATbl NPUrOTOBAEHUSIMU K BCTPeYe rocyaaps.

HeMmano BonHoBanacb n EBgokma ®EnopoBHaA, NOAXMAAA CBOEro Aep>XaBHOIMo
BHyka. Crapywka TO W Jeno noaxoams K OKHY M nocbliana CcBoOuX
MPUCNYXHWUL, K MOHACTbIPCKMM BOPOTaM NMNOCMOTPETb, HE eAeT IM rocyaapb.
HakoHey B 6e3BeTpeHHOM, TUXOM BO34yxXe C KONOKONbHW HoBOAEBUYbErO
MOHACTbIpS pa3aancs rycron 6narosect n 60nbLIOK KONOKOS.

- EpeT, epet uapb, — Bberasg B Kenbl rocyaapbliHU-MOHAXMHU N 3a4blXasiCb
OT YyCTanocTu, Nporosopwusia Monoaas nocaywHuua, KoTopon 6bi10 npukasaHo
XAATb Yy CBSATbIX BOPOT W, KaK MOKAaXeTcs KapeTa rocyaaps, 6exaTtb u

M3BECTUTb O TOM Uapunuy-mMHOKUHIO.



- [laneko nn? — ApoXxalluiuM rosiocom cripocuna EBgokmna ®énoposHa.

- BIN3EXOHBbKO, K MOHAacCTbIPIO YX noabe3xaeT. KapeTa, BuaaTb, 30/00Tas, a
KOHWN-TO 6enble. A OKONO KapeTbl rocygaps CKayyT Kaknme-To BOMHbI B LWisgnax
C NepbsAMM, N BCE OHU B 30J10TbIX rajslyHax, — 3arbIXaBLWUCb, paccKa3blBana
MOJI0OAEHbKAsA NOC/yLWHMLA.

- Hy, Hy.. nonHo! Ctynam k cebe! - ckaszana uapuua wn obpaTtmnacb K
6avxkHen npucnyxxHuue: - A Tbl, Jlykepbs, OT OKHa He OTXOAW U, KaK
3aBUANLWb, YTO rocyapb KO MHe CBOM MyTb HanpasBW/, CEMYac O TOM CKaxXMu:
Cama a c Kkpecna ABWHYTbCA He Mory. [poxaT W HOrM, U pyKu, cepaue
3amupaeT. C yero — n cama He Bepato!

- C pagoctn, rocypapblHda-MaTylwka, ¢ pagoctun! [a BOT M rocyzapb
LWecTBOBaTb U3BOJIUT, — OTCKaKmMBas OT OKHa, 6bICTpo nporosopuna Jlykepbs.
- CnaBa bory, goxganacb!

C TpyaoMm nogHsnacb C Kkpecna EsBpokusa ®épopoBHa M, nopaepxvsaemas
cBoer obuMon  NPUCIYXHULEW, nowsa K [ABEepu, HABCTpedy CBOEMy
AEpP>XXaBHOMY BHYKY.

- 3apaBcTBYNTE, Munas 6abyuwka, 3apaBCcTBynTE. S OYEeHb paa CBUAAHUIO C
BaMu, — BECESI0 U NOYTUTESIbHO NPOroBOPUa MMNepaTop-0TPOK.

- 34paBCTBYN, BHYyYeK, poporon [lleTpyweHbKka, CBETUK MoM! — Kpenko
obHMMasa rocygaps, 3aabiXxaloWwMMcs OT CNE3 rosoCoOM Mporosopwia uapuua-
WHOKWHS.

- 300poBbl K Bbl, 6abywka?

- 340poBa, rocypapb-BHy4YeK, Te/lOM 340pOBa, Aa BOT Aywa Mos cKopbuT
CMepTesibHO.

- C yero 3710, 6abywka? MoxeT, Bbl YeM HEAOBOJIbHbI?.. TaK CKaxXuTte, nNpoLy
Bac?

- Cnacunbo, lMeTpyweHbka, cnacmbo! Bcem a1 goBonbHa... A 3To KTO ¢ To6on? —
cnpocuna Espokus ®&popoBHa, NoKasblBas Ha BoweAwWX K Hen 3a
rocyfapem BesIMKMX KHAXXOH HaTanbto AnekceeBHy n EnunsaseTty eTpoBHY.

- Cectpa mMos HaTtawa. He y3Hanu, 6abywka?

- HataweHbka, ronybywka MoOs, poaHas, cupoTUHoukal.. - n uapuua-

MOHaXMHA NpuUHAanacb obHMMaTb M LenoBaTb CBOK BHYYKY, BEJIUKYIO KHAXHY.



- A o710, 6abywka, mos Té€Ta, EnnsaBeTa lNeTpoBHA, — NPOroBOpM rocyaapsb,
noaBoAsa 3a PyKy K Lapuue-MOHaxuHe KpacaBuly LapeBHY.

- 30paBCTBYM, uUapeBHa... 3apaBcTByin! Ecnu He 6pe3sryewb, TO nouenyu
MeHs, cTapyxy! Tsoemy oTuy, uapto leTpy, 6blnia a9 He 4yxas, — Cyxo
nporosopwuia EBgokna ®énoposHa.

- Y710 BbI, YTO BbI? BamMn 6pesrosaTb! 4 Tak paga BuaeTb Bac, rocyaapbiHs-
maTywka! - W EnusaBeta [leTpoBHa, Kpenko o06HSB, nouenosana
3M10N0/IYYHYIO XEeHy CBOero ortua.

- Tbl fobpas, nackoBas... BUAHO, He B OTuUA... A Tbl, BHy4YKa Mos Munas, C
yero Takasa xyaeHbkas ga 6neagHas? Unun tebe, cBeTUK MOW, HE340pPOBUTCA? —
nob60BHO NocMaTpmBas Ha BEUKYIO KHSXHY HaTanbio AnekceeBHy, cnpocuna
Lapuua-MoOHaxmHs.

- MHe, 6abylwka, Hu4ero; s 340poBa.

— AC 4ero xe Tbl Takasa xyaeHbkas ga énegHasa?

- Y, npaBo, He 3Hato, 6abyLuKka; TONbKO 9 COBCEM, COBCEM 340pOBa...

- Hy n xopowo!.. U pan Bor Tebe 300p0Bbs, LapeBHYyLWKa MO cepaedHas.
Beaob oHO Tebe ox kak Hapo!.. N o cebe-To Tebe No3aboTuUTbCs cneayeT, U O
6paTue lNeTpyweHbKke; BULWb, BeAb OH ellé IoHbIN Kakon! Beab BO3/ie HEro Hu
oTua, HXW MaTyLWKW, O4Ha Tbl Ans Hero 6nmM3kas ga crtapwas, Tak tebe n Cam
focnoab 3a HUM nocneauTb Benen. MHOromMy emy euweé noydmTbCs Hajo, U A
npowy Tebs — nomoran Tbl €My B 3TOM, CMOTPWU, YTOObl OH HayK Aa LEpKBMU
Boxuen He 3abbiBan!

DTOT pas3roBOp He MNOHpPaBWCA MWMMEepaTopy-OTPOKY: OH MOPLUMICS WU
xMypuncsa. Hotauma 6abywku 6bICTpO nNogasBusia B 3TOM  elWé He
YpPaBHOBELLUEHHOM loHOLWeE YyBCTBO POACTBEHHOW MPMBA3AHHOCTM K HEW, U OH
AaXe OTBEepHyCca OT uapuubl-MHOKMHW. [Ja v Boobuwe ero Mbicnn 6binun
3aHATbl ApyruM: oOH 6bin ewé BeCb Noa BAMAHMEM BuYepallHen b6eceabl C
JlonropykoBbIM, ero BosiHOBana 6n1M30CTb LapeBHbl EnmM3aBeTbl, KOTOPOM OH
AencTBuTenbHo yenekancs. OH No4YTn He OTpbiBan B3rnsaa ot Heé, cneaun 3a
KaxabiM eé€ aBuxeHueMm. Ero Ttarotuno ato npebbiBaHue y 6abywku, B eé
Kenbe; ero TSHYN0 BOH OTTyAa, 4Tobbl ONSATb OYYTUTLCA B KapeTe psaoM C

Kpacasuuen Ennzaseton MNMeTpoBHOM 1 6ecnpensaTcTBeHHO 6ecenoBaTh C HElO.



OTo 3aMeTuna uapeBHa Enusaeseta [leTpoBHa M C  ynblbKow TUXO
nporosopwuna:

- He nopa nu HaMm, rocyaapb?

- [a, pa, v To nopa.

- Kyaa cnewwuTte? Noroctute, nopaaymte MeHsl, ctapyxy!

- MeHa XAyT.. MHe Hago exatb, 6abywka! Mbl onaTb K BaM CKOpO
npueneM, — MNpPouM3HEC uMNepaTop, C XXMBOCTbKD  YXBaTUBLINCL  3a
npeanoXXeHme LapeBHbI.

- Ox, npuegete nn? byay xaatb, 6yay.

- Xaute, 6abywka... Ecnn Bbl 4eM-nMb0 HeAOBOJIbHbI WM 4Yero y Bac He
XBaTaeT, TO CKaXxuTe, N BCE nony4yuTe...

- Cnacubo, rocynapb MOM U BHy4dek Munbliin! BceMm 9 aoBonbHa. [Ja n MHOro
I MHe, CTapyXe-uHOKMHe, HagobHo? BoT xoTena 6bl 1 noroBopuTb C TO60HO,
MNMeTpylweHbKa, — NpOM3Hecna uapuua-uHOKWHSA, CUNbHO 6ecrnokomBllasicss O
BHYKE, TaK KaK el yxe 6blNno M3BECTHO, KTO OKpYXaeT ero m K 4emy
HanpaeBfAlOT ero pykosoamTenun Joaropykossbl.

- YT0 Xe, 9 AHS 4yepe3 ABa-Tpu npueny, Mbl U Norosopmm ¢ Bamu, 6abyuwika,
a Tenepb Yy MeHS HEeT BpeMeHW, S [AO/KEH ChewnTb, — HeTeprnenmseo
nporosopwn lMNeTp.

- Hy, Hy, noe3xan.. XpaHu T1ebsa bBor! He 3abbiBan MeHs, CTapyxu, yxX
HeAoNro OCTasioCb MHe XWUTb Ha cBeTe.. M Tbl, CBETUK MON, C rocygapem
npuesxan! - obpatunacb uapuua K BHy4yke. - Tebs, uapeBHa EnusaseTa
NeTpoBHa, 8 He 30BYy. Tebe, Takom Kpacasuue, 6ecegoBaTb CO MHOMH,
CTapyxou, noxanymn, He B yrogy b6yaert... Mpoctu!

Bbicouanwme roctn yexanum, n onaTb ogHa ocTtanacb EBaokmns ®époposBHa B
CBOEN Kefnbe, 04Ha, TOIbKO CO CBOMMU BOCMOMUHAHUAMMK O BbISIOM.

"MeTpywa n Hatawa - oba bneaHblie, xXyable... B oTua: U AnélieHbKa TakuMm
e poc. A EnumsaBeTta - KpacaBuua, 6ena, CTpoiHa, pyMmsiHa, NpsMo uUapb-
AeBnua... XoTb U CTapbl MOW rNasa, a BCE Xe pa3rnsjena, 4to rocygapb-BHYK
Ha Kpacasuuy TETKY 4acCTeHbKO nocMmaTpusBan. B ero orpoyeckoMm B3rnsane
nwobosb 6bina BuaHa. Hepapom cnyx uvAaét, uto [leTpywa nobut uapeBHy-

TETKY M 6yATO XEHUTbCA Ha Hen xodeT. [MNeMsaAHHUMK Ha poaHon TéTke!



KpoBocMmeweHune! O, lNocnoaun, cnacu... nomunymn! OT OAHOW MbICNU APOXb
npobupaeT 1 BOSIOChl Ha rON1I0BEe CTAaHOBATCA Abl6OM".

- Focnoamn, He fgan MHe AOXWUTb A0 cero! — BCAyX, 3a4bIXaloWUMCs rosocoMm,
CO CTOHOM MpOroBOpuna Lapuua-mHOKMHA 1 obpaTtmnacbk K ciyxaHke: — YTo,
yexan rocygapb?

— TONbKO UYTO U3BOSIU/ CECTb B KapeTy, U3 OKHa 9 Buaena.

- Yexan!.. Cnacu ero, N'ocnoab! Bean meHs, Jlykepbs, B 06pasHyo; MONTbCS
a xouy, bora 6narogaputb, 4yto OH cnogobun MeHs BHy4Ka-uaps Yy3peTb
ceroaHs.

NMnepaTop-0TpOK Ha APYroM AeHb nocse cBoero noceweHnsa 6abkun npubbin
B BepxOBHbI TalHbIA COBET WM 3asiBUJ, YTO M3 MNOYTEHMSA U NOO6BU K CBOeu
6abywke xxenaet, 4yTobbl "€é BeNMYECTBO MO CBOEMY BbICOKOMY AOCTOUHCTBY
6blna cogepXxuMa BO BCSAKOM [OBOJSIbCTBE M 4YTOObI 4UneHbl coBeTa YUYUMHUIU
Haanexatiee onpeaeneHne n JoOHecCIn emMy ckopen'.

Bckope e 6bin HasHaveH wTaT, 6bLIO onpeaeneHo BblgaeBaTb MO
WwecTnaecaTn Teicad pybnen B roa u oTnmcaHa Ha Heé uenas BONOCTb B ABe
TbICSYM ABOPOB.

BecTHMKkaMmn 3TOoM panoctu 6biM NOCAaHbl rocygapeM uapuue-nHOKUHE ABa
BaXHbIX BENbMOXW - KHA3b Bacunun Jlykmy [Jonropykos w [AMUTpuUi
Muxannoeud lonuubiH. Korga oOHM coobwmnm en noBeneHbe rocyaaps,
Esnokuna ®énoposHa npomMmoneuna:

- KHa3bs, 9 He Haway cnos, Kak 6narogapuTb MOEro BHYKa, BENIMKOro
rocyfaps, 3a ero BHMMaHue K moeMy yboxectsy. Bam BegoMo, 4YTo MHOro s
BblTEprena, MHOro rnepeHecsra Ha CBOEM BeKy ropsi M HecyacTbsl, a €ro
Lapckoe BenmyecTso 6eaMepHOM pafoCTbio MeHs M3BONMA HaZenuTb. U 3a aTo
S W0 €My MOW 3€MHOW MOKJIOH.

CkaszaB 3TO, uapuua XoTefnla OnyCTUTbLCA Ha KOJIEHW, HO KHA3b [onuubiH
OCTaHOBW/ €& OT 3TOro NOKJoHaA.

- He Tpyam cebs, uapuua-maTtywka... BenmkoMmy rocynapto TBOWM MOKOH Mbl
nepegagum.

- Ero uapckoe Bennuyectso W3BONUT 4epe3 Hac Tebs, rocyaapbiHio,

crnpawunBaTtb: He TpebyeTca NM TBOEMY BESIMYECTBY €LWé 4Yero-Hmbyab? - C



HWU3KMM MOK/IOHOM CKa3an KHA3b Bacunuin Jlykmuy Jonropykos.

- Hnyero MHe 6onblle He Hago, KHA3b, BCeM s 6@3MepHO B3bICKaHa MOMM
BHYKOM-rocygapeM. Tosibko 06 0AHOM CKaXuTe ero Benn4yecTBy, YTO npouwy 4
y Hero, kak 60nbWwoi MMNOCTU, NpuexaTb HABECTUTb MEHS.

- MNepenaavM Mbl BESIMKOMY rocyAaplto, MaTywKka uapuua, TBOK MNpockby, —
NPOroBopwus KHA3b [OANLbIH.

EBookna ®EpopoBHa ouvyTunacb Tenepb B 60nbWwoONM cnase, € BO34aBanu
LapcKue no4vyecTun, HasbiBasn LapuLen n rocygapbiHeEN; K HeM B HoBoaeBnunii
MOHACTbIpb BCAKWMWN A€Hb e€34W/IN Ha MOKJ/IOH BEeSIbMOXW W NepBble Nan B
rocyfapcTBe, U MHOIMMe 3anckmBaam e€ pacrnoslIOXeHMUS.

BocnpaHyna AyxoM uUapuua-vMHOKMHA W Jaxe Kak 6bl nomonogena Ha
Heckonbko neT. Kaxabl AeHb nog)xuaana OHa npuesna BHyka-rocypaps. Ho
MéTp, NPOBOAUBLUMKM MOYTU BCE AHW HA OXOTe, OKPY>XEHHbIN [ONropyKoBbIMYU,
3abbin obelwaHne HaBeCTUTb CBOKO 6abyliKky; yBNeYéHHbIA OXOTOM, OH CTan
Takxe 3abbiBaTb M ropsyo nwbumyto cectpy HaTanbio AnekceeBHy, KOTopas
CTasia O4YeHb 4acTo NpuxBapbiBaTb U AeHb OTO AHSA Xyaena u bneaHena, Tas,
Kak cseuva.

3aTto uapeBHa Enuszaseta leTpoBHa uBena, 4YTo po3a Manckas, U AeHb OTO
AHS CTaHOBWNAcCb BCE KpacuBee U KpacuBee.

NMnepaTop-oTpoK BAOOUACSA B CBOKO KpacaBuuy TETKY U HU HA KOM He XoTes
XXEHUTbCHA, KpoMe Heé. He pa3 06 3TOM HauymHan OH rOBOPUTb C LLApPEBHOMN
EnnzaseTon, 4yTb He CO cfie3aMn Mpocun eé corsacus, HO Bcerga mnonaydan
0TKa3, XOTS M NoACNaWEHHbIA yBEpPEeHMAMM B NH06BM N NpefaHHOCTHU.

HakoHeL OH pewunn OKOHYaTesNbHO BbISCHUTbL BOMpPOC. He noexaB Kak-TO Ha
OXOTY, OH OTnpaBwW/ACA Ha nonoBuHy EnunsaBeTbl lMeTpoBHbI M 3acTan eé
neyasnbHO CUAEBLUEK Yy CTONA; Ha €€ KpacuBbIX nasax BuAHblI 6blnn cneabl
Ccnés.

- Jlnza, Tbl nNe4danbHa? Tbl nMnakana? — C yAUBJAEHUEM BOCKJIMKHYI
MMNepaTop-OTPOK, MPUBLIKWNKA BuAETb CBOK KpacasBuuy TETKY Bceraa
BeC&now M C4HaCTINBOMN.

- HeT, 9 HMn4yero, — cTapascb ynblbHYTbCS, OTBETUNA LLApeBHa.

- Tebsa, MOXeT 6biTb, KTO 06uaen? Ckaxwu, Jliu3a, U TOT MHE A0pOro 3a 3TO



3anaaTuT... KTo 6bl OH HU 6bin!..

- BoT Kkak, rocypapb? Tbl He nomunosan 6bl M cBoero nwbuMMuUa, KHA3S
NBaHa?

- A pa3Be oH obunaen Tebsa yuem-nmnb60?

- Het. Ja n kak cMeeT 0buaetb MeHS KHA3b MBaH? To/IbKO 3a HECKO/IbKO
MUHYT A0 TBOero npuxoa, rocyaapb, OH 3aXO4W/ KO MHE W 4YyTb JIM He Ha
KONEeHAX Npocui, 4Tobbl S Bbila 3@ HEero 3amyx.

- Kak OH cMen TONbkKO noaymatb 06 3TOM! — cepauMTO TOMHYB HOrOW,
BOCKJIMKHYN TETp.

- Ha Hero cepautbcs He crtouT, [eTpywa. TBOW KHA3b WMBaH Kakomu-TO
nosioyMHbln, npaso! OH cobupaeTcsa xeHuTbCa Ha Hatanbe LLlepemeTeBon, 06
3TOM BCe 3HalOT, @ HblHYEe KO MHe MpULEN, niadeT, B HOrM KnaHsetcs. "He
MY>XeEM, — roBopuT, — TBOMM s 6yay, npekpacHas uapeBHa, a pabom". U
CMeWwHo, n obnaHo MHe 6biNo0 3TO caywaTb. A — A0Yb MMNepaTtopa, npeg
namaTblo KoToporo 6naroroseer BCcA Pycb, a moadaHHbIA MoOero oTua cMeeT
npeanarate MHe 6pak! OH He cMen 6bl U NnogyMaTb 06 3TOM, ecnu 6bl XuB 6bin
MOM oTel. S — cupoTa, Kpyrias CMpoTa, 3acTynUTbCS 3@ MEHS HEKOMY, — CO
cnesamu Ha rnasax nporosopwna uapesHa Enusaseta NeTpoBHa.

- Kak HekoMy! A a? MeHs Tbl 3abbina, Jinza? — ¢ Nérkum ynpékom ckasan
Métp. — S... 4 cerogHsa e nNpuKaxy apectoBaTb VIBaHa.

- He genan atoro, rocygaps! 3a TBOK Nt060Bb KO MHe 1 3a 3awmTy 6onbluoe
cnacnbo, HO KHA3 MBaHy nuxa s He Xenaw... Aa U He 3a yTto! BuaHo, oH oT
rynsbbl M OT 6ECCOHHbIX HOYer OMosIoyMen M BMeCTO Kakon-Hubyab aApyrowm
AeBUUblI KO MHe npuwén. MHe, LapcKon aoyepu, OH CTan npegnaraTtb BbIATU
3@ Hero, M Ha 3TO 1ynoe nNpeanoXeHne 91 CMeXOM OTBeTua, a He 3n1060t0, 1
nporHana ero.

- A MHe yeM OTBETULWb Tbl, JI3a, ecnm a CTaHy ycepaHO NpocuTb Tebsa o ToM
Xe? — cnerka ApoxaulMm rosiocoM nNpoMoOaBUA MMMEpPaToOp-OTPOK.

- Temn Xe cnoBaMu, Kakmmm mn npexpe. Hembicnum 3T10T 6pak, rocyaapb!
CBATas UepKOBb M Hapo OCyAsaT Hac. M cyactba Ham He 6yaeT. Beab Bory
npoTtuBeH byaeT 3TOoT 6e€33aKOHHbLIN Bpak.

- DTo — TBOE& nocneaHee CNoBo, LapeBHa?



- [a, na, nocnegHee.

- Ctano 6bITb, Tbl He nWbUwb MeHs, He nwbuwb? — B ronoce HOro
rocygaps 3sy4yanu cnésbl. — Tbl Aenaellb MeHs HeCcHacTHbIM, Jlnzal

- MonHo, ronybumk Momn, cuyactnmBee Tebs Ha BCEM cBeTe HeT. Tbl -
rocyaapb, Tebe noaBnacTHbl MWJIMOHbLI AKOAEN, Tbl Mosio4, Kpacme. Ho o
no6bBu n o xeHutbbe Tebe aymatb ewé paHo. Tebe cnegyet eweé MHOromy
yunTbcs. BoT nogpacTéwb, BO3MYyXaelb, TOraa U XXeHULWbCS.

- HacTtaBneHus, uapeBHa, ocTaBb Npu cebe; UX MHe Hagoeno cnywaTtb U OT
AHApes MeBaHoBMYa, — cepanTo npepsan eé nmnepatop-oTpok. — O6naHbl MHe
TBOW cnoBa, uapeBHa! Tbl BCE cunTaelwb MeHs 3a Masibuuka. A Beab MHe yxe
yeTblpHaAUaTb feT.

- Hebonbwme ropa eweé, TlleTpyweHbka, Hebonbwue. Tbl ewé TONbKO
HauMHaelwb XUTb. TBOSA XWU3Hb Bnepeaun, Tebe ewé MHOroOMy YUUTbCA HYXHO.
He aymain, 4to nerko aep>xaBow ynpasnsaTb. Mo oTel NOKOMHbIA, a TBOW Ael,
6oraTtbipém 6bi1, HO M TO YacTO TSHXKENOW AyMe npeaaBancs, NOHUKHYB CBOEWN
Mory4yen ronosov. Ha NoMOLWHNKOB CBOUX MHOIO He nonarancs. Bepb 6onblue
CBOMM [na3aM, a He u4yxuMm. 0OcobeHHO Ha [JONropykoBbiX MHOM0 He
nonaramcs, cebs mm B pykun He oTaasBan. Cnyx umaéT, 4TO KHA3b Anekceun
3aayMan xeHutb Tebs Ha cBoen goyepu.

— YTO Xe, N XEHICb, XEHICb. Beab Tbl He Xo4elwb 6bITb MOEN XEHON, TaK
XEHIOCb Ha [JoNropyKOBOMW.

- CMoTpK, He BbIWNAO 6bI C TBOEN HeBecCcToM [JONropyKoOBOW TO Xe, UYTO U C
Mapuen MeHLWNKOBOMW.

— DTOro HUKorga He MoxeT 6bITb. [JONrOpyKOBbl MHE npeaaHbl, 0CO6eHHOo Xe
KHA3b MBaH.

- OX, yX 3TOT MHe kHA3Ek! CoBceM Tebsa mcnoptun OH! M He A oaHa Tak
AyMalo, a MHOrume.

- Tak Bce Bbl owmnbaeTech, BCce! KHA3b MIBaH — MOM UCKPEHHUIN U NpeAaHHbI
apyr! OH xenaeTt MHe aobpa M cyacTbsl, U HUYTO HE 3aCTaBUT MEHS U3MEHUTb
K HEMY CBOero oTHoweHuda! — rpoOMKO MNpOroBopwna MMMNepaTtop-OTPOK U, He

ckazas 6onee HM cnosa, 6bICTPO BbIWeEN.



v
KopoHaumsa wnMmnepaTopa-oTpoKa oT/nyanacb 0COb60 TOPXECTBEHHOCTbIO W
6neckoM. TopxecTBa A/IMNUCL HECKOJIbKO AHEN noapsa M COnpoBOXAANUCH
NpUABOPHbLIMW BeENMKONENHbIMX 6anamMu, yroweHusMn AN Hapoda, a Takxe
POCKOLUHbIMU herepBepKaMn U MAAKOMUHALMEN.
B AHn kKopoHauuwm TIETp Harpaaun CBOUX MNPUBAMXKEHHbIX: KHSA3bSA
[JonropykoBbl 6blM Ha3Ha4yeHbl 4YieHamMu BepxoBHOro TamHOro coseTa, a
uapckuin ntobumen, MeaH Jonropykos, — ob6ep-Kameprepom.
Xntpbin gunnomaTt AHgpen MeaHoBudy OcCTepMaH NO-NpeXXHeMy MNoJb30Basics
pacriosioXXeHWeM 1 NOBEPUEM KOHOMO rocyaaps, HO HUKaK He MOr NpMoXoTUTb
€ro K 3aHATUIO HayKaMu.
C nepee3nom asopa B MockBy B 1728 roay, Kak roBopuT UCTOpuK, "notexmn”
MeTpa II okOHYaTeNbHO B3A/M BEPX HaL YYEeHbEM U CEPbE3HbIMU 3aHATUAMM.
Pe6é&HOok-nMnepaTop npepancs BCeLENnOo YyBeCefeHUsM, U B O0COBeHHOCTH
oxoTe. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 BMHOBHWUKOM €ro pacCessHHOM XW13HU bbln yxe He NBaH
AnekceesBnd, a oTey ¢dasoputa, Anekcen [puropbesud [JONropykos,
3a4aBLWIMNCA UeNbio HenpeMeHHO obeeHuyaTb [letpa II C cBoew Ao4yepbto,
KHSXHOK EkaTepuHOMn.
Ha cemenHom coBeTe [JONropykoBbl pewwuam noMoratb  Anekcerwo
pUropbeBMYy B OCYLIECTB/IEHUM 3ITOro nnaHa, ToNbko oaAuMH WBaH
JonropykoB BbiCKa3asica NMpoTUB 3TOrO.
- YTto ThI, OTeu, 3aayman?.. Hawa KaTta BoBCe Henoaxoaswass HeBecTa
rocygapto, — BO3pasui OH OTuy.
- Henogxoadawasd, Tel roBopub? A 03BOJIb Y3HaATb — YeM?
- A TeMm, BO-NepBbIX, YTO OHAa CTaplle rocyAaps, a BO-BTOpPbIX, HpaB y Heé
KPYTOMN, Kanpu3HbIi.
— Tbl roBopuwb Tak MNOTOMY, 4YTO He nwbuwb KaTio u He Xenaewb en
CcYacTbs, HO BC&-Taku OHa byaeT uapuueto.
- EaBa nu!
- A a rosopto: byaet, 6yaet... Unu Tbl Nnonaéllb NpOTUB MeHs, oTua?
- He npotmne Tebs, 6aTowka, 9 nonay, a npoTme Hernpasabl. Haw rocypapb

O4HOI HenpaBAoW OKpYyXEH. BnpoueMm, genaiTe, Kak XOTUTE, MelaTb S BaM



He 6yay MHe C BaMM He CNpaBUTbCS: BaC MHOro, 9 OAWMH, — C TAXENbIM
B340XOM MpPOroBopua KHA3b MBaH.

- 3aBTpa rocyaapb OTMNpaB/iSeTCad Ha OXOTy B HaliX 3arnoBefHble fieca wu
obewan nocetutb Hawu [OpeHKW... Tbl noepewb NM? — CNPOCUS Y CblHA
Anekcen [1onropykos.

- Het! Ckaxycb 60nbHbIM M He noeay.. be3 MeHa BaM e nydwe 6yaert.
Hekomy 6yaeT rocyaaps OCTaHOBUTb.

- 23X, WBaH!.. N 4a3bik xe y Tebal.. Yto 6putBal.. A Tbl KOrga xe Ha
LLlepemeTeBON XEHULWbCA?

- He 3Halo.

- BugHo, ewé He nepebecuncsal.. Xanb HacTteHbKy TpybeuKyto MOKUHYTbL?..
Tak, 4to nn? Tbl AyMaewb, TBOM LWALWIHW MHE HEW3BeCTHbl? [lyMaelwsb, He
3Hal, Kak Tbl KHA38 Hukuty HOpbeBnya Tpybeukoro 3a HOC BoAuUWbL? Bcé 4
3Hato, BCE 3Halo...

— TBOE 3HaHue npu Tebe n ocTaHeTCs, — X0N0AHO U CMOKOMHO BO3pa3una oTuy
KHA3b MBaH.

- A ecnu HeBecCTa y3HaeT Npo TBoM N60BHbIE NPOAEsKN?

- HaTawa n 6e3 Toro Bcé 3HaeT, 9 CaM pacckasan eu.

- W nocne TBOMX paccka3oB OHa WAET 3a Teba? — C yaAMBNEeHUEM BOCKIINKHYI
Anekcen [1onropykos.

- [a, npér...

- inn oHa agypa Habutasq, nam yx dyepecyyp kKpenko nontobuna tebsa!.. Koraa
e obpydeHune bypet?

- Ha gHsax... Focynapb gan cnoso 6biTb.

- [ocypapb Kk Tebe 6narosonut... Tonbko rnaan, MBaH, Kpenye AepXUCb 3a
rocynaps... Bparos y teba Hemano. KHa3b Tpybeukon — nepsbli TBOM Bpar.

- He 6otocb 9 ero, He 60tocb. 3Hato, 3a 4To 3106MmTCS.

— Ewé 6bl He 3n106UTbCS, KOrAaa Tbl XXEHY Y HEero oTHSAN.

- He M04 BMHa, ecnin OH He cyMen cbepeub CBOK XKEHY.

- Hy nagHo; 310 — Aeno TBOE, a A 3a Tebsa — He oTBeTumK. O6 ogHOM npouy:
He NopTW Hawero Aena v NpoTUB CYaCTbs BCEN HAlIEN CEMbU HE UAMW.

- CMOTpM, OTel, He owmnbuck! Yaellb cyacTbs, He MosyuYM HecyacTbs!



- TunyH Tebe Ha A3blk! Tbl, Kak YE€pHbIA BOPOH, OAHO NULLb Hec4yacTbe W
CyNnWb, — CEPAUTO BbIMOJSIBUJT CTapblin KHA3b. — Jlydwe ynam! Tbl TONbKO Ha
TO U ropasg — oTua paccTpamBaTth.

NMporoBopmB 3TWU CNnoBa, KHA3b Anekcen [puropbeBuMy OCTaBU B FOpHULE
CblHa, CepauTo XJI0MHYB ABEPbIO.

EaBa TONbKO BbiWes KHA3b, Kak eMy Ha cMeHy 6biCTpo Boweén JIéByluka
XpanyHOB M TaMHCTBEHHbIM [OJI0COM nporosopua, obpawascbe K MWBaHy
Jonropykosy:

- Teba kakaa-To gaMa crpalimBaeT; No HY>XHOMY, FOBOPUT, Aeny.

- [ama? Monogas wnin ctapas?

- He Begato; noj Byasnem He BUAHO.

- U dpamunum ceoen He ckasana?

- He ckazana... TBOM Xononbl €€ He nyckaroT.

- [Mpukaxwu, JIéByLlwKa, NyCTUTb, @ CaM NomMeasin, He BXoamn, noka He rno3osy.
CnycTtsa HeMHOro K MBaHy [JonropyKkoBy BoOLW/Ia KakKas-TO CTPOMHAsS XEHLWMHA,
borato onetasi; eé ronosa 6blna NoOKpbITa rycreiM ByaneM. He roeBops Hu
CcnoBa, OHa 6bICTpO noaHsMa Byanb.

- Hacta? — ¢ yameneHneM BOCKIUKHY MOOA0N KHA3b.

- [Aa, Hacta! He xaan? YanBnén?..

— Mpu3Hatock... YeMy npunucaTtb TBOM HEOXUAAHHbBIN MPUXOA?

- A BOT ceinuyac ckaxy.. Jan MHe ayx nepeBectu! Ycrana, cnewwna.. -
nporosopuia KHArMHA Hactacbsa [aBpunoBHa Tpybeukas, yxe [aBHO
HaxoamBLlascs B 6M3KMX OTHOWEHUAX ¢ MBaHOM [JONropyKoBbIM.

KHS3b ViBaH OTKPbLITO BEN CBA3b C Tpybeukow, HUCKObKO He CTECHASACh eé
MyXa; MO C/ioBaM COBpeMeHHWKa, KHa3sa LllepbatoBa, oH, 6biBasg y KHA34
Tpybeukoro c ApyrMMuM CBOMMM MONOAbIMM COByTbINbHMKAMK, "nuBan Ao
KpanHocTu, 6uBan un pyrmeBan Myxa, 6biBlwero oduuepoM Kasaneprapaos,
MMEBLWLEr0 4YWH TreHepan-mManopa W C TeprneHWeM CTbld CBOW OT XXeHbl
CHocuBLuero".

— CKaXxu MHe, Tbl BCE-TaKu pelunn XeHuTbCcs Ha HaTtanbe LlepemeTeBon? —
cepamMTo nocMaTpmBas Ha KHA38, crnpocmna Tpybeukas.

- Bcé-Taku pewun; Beab Tebe M3BECTHO 06 3TOM?



- A 4-TO Kak xe?

- A Tbl, Hacta, npu cBOéM Myxe Oyaewb, - HaCMeWNMBO OTBETUN
Jdonropykos.

- 'pex Tebe, BaHsa!.. MeHs, XeHWMKUHY, KoTopasa Tebs Tak ropsa4yo nwbuna, a
MoOXeT, NbuUT 1 Tenepb, Tbl MPOMEHAN HA AEBYOHKY. YeM oHa nydwe meHsa?
Monoxe, TOJIbKO U BCero...

- Monuun! Moxewb Nu Tbl paBHATb cebsa ¢ moen HaTtawein? OHa U Tbl, BeAb
3TOo - pan n aa. Ecnn, Hacta, xodewsb, 4Tob6bl 9 cnywan Tebsi,, He roBOpu HKU
cnosa o Hatawe. OHa - ceaTag!

- Ceatas!.. Uwsb, uTto BbigyMan!.. Cegatagd, noka...

- MonyaTtb, roBopto! — KPpUKHYJT KHA3b.

- Y10 Thbl KpuuuWwb, 3n104en? Unn apaTtbcs co MHOK 3aayman? 4Yto xe, 6en
MeHs!.. — n KHarnHa Tpybeukas 3annakana.

- Cnywan, Hactacba! YTpu cBoum Cnésbl, BeAb MeHs He pa3xanobuwb. He
XHblYb! Bawwunx 6abbux cnés s He nwbnw... JoMoM cTynan, npen CBOUM
MYyXeM-TIOMSAKOM nnadb, npeg HUM NpPUTBOPSNCS.

- 3noaen, ewé cmeewb rHaTb MeHs!l. Tenepb A cTana He HyXHa, Hagoena...

- W 10, Hapoena! 3Haewb, HacTg, paccTtaHeMcsa No-xopoweMy, ApYy3baMu.

- Jlerko ckasaTb — pacCTaHeMcs. A Tak npuBblkia K Tebe, nontbuna...

- He Bepto 4 B TBOW 1t060Bb, He Bepto lNpexae Tbl Myxa nonwbuna, a Tam
MEHS, N TOYHO TaK e Apyroro noatbulb.

- A WepemMeTeBy HaTawy Tbl n10buwb?

- MI3BONb, CKaXxy: CBOK HeEBeCTYy s 1 Ntobutb 6010Ch.

- Kak Tak? - Cc yamBreHneM BOCKINKHYa Tpybeukas.

- PacckasbiBatb nNpo To Tebe He 6yay, Tbl He nonMMéwb. OAHO CKaxy:
CNMWKOM 4yucta Hatawa! Hy, npowan, Hacts, MHe Hegocyr — K rocyaapto
HaZo naTwn.

- Hey>xenu Mbl Tak U pacctaHeMcs ¢ To60oI, TMpaH Tbl MOW, My4YuUTENb?

- MpocTtntbeca K Tebe, HacTs, 9 kKak-HMbyab npueny, a Tenepb npowam!

- XOTb HEMHOIO NpoBOAN MeHH!

- [oBOpto, Heagocyr MHe. Hy, ga Tak un 6bITb, HanNocneaok, NonaéM, HEMHOIO

NpPoOBOXY, — W KHS3b MBaH BcTan, 4Tobbl MPOBOAUTL CBOK OTBEPrHYTYIO



BO3M06/1EHHYIO.

OHa, 3anmBasicb cnesamm, onycTusa CBOM Byanb M 6ecnpensaTCTBEHHO Bbilwna
C HUM U3 ero NoKoes..

KHS3b BMosHe paBHOAYLWHO MPOCTU/ICA C Hel; ero HUCKOJbKO He TPOHYJIO
rope MoJsI0oA0W XXEHLWMHbl, W OH COBEpPLUEHHO CMOKOMHO NpoAOSIXKan CBOM
obpa3 XWU3HW, NOSHbIA Becenbs, KyTexen n aaxe 6es3obpasnin. 310 Becenbe
NPOMCXOAMNO HE TOJIbKO BHE LApCKOro ABopua, HO U B CTeHax nocregHero, u
B Hero KHA3b WMBaH, NOAYMHASACL YKas3aHUSAM OTua, BTArMBan M KOHOMO
nMnepatopa. Ytobbl Bceueno ocnabutb Bonto MNeTpa AnekceeBnya n oBnageTb
UM, [JONropykoBbl CTapasucCb 3aTyMaHWUTb €ro MO3r XMW3HEHHbIM yrapoMm u,
HEeCMOTPST Ha ero KpauHKK MOJI0OAOCTb, MO3HAKOMUTb €ro C TaKuMU
oTpuuaTesibHbIMU CTOPOHAMU  XMU3HU, KOTOPbIMU HENPUCTOMHO 6bin0  6bl
yBNeKaTtbCsd W BMOJSIHE BO3MYyXasibiIM JIOAAM. DTO 04YapoBbIBaNO OTpoOKa-
nMnepaTopa, OH OXOTHO noagaBasiCs 3TUM "pafoCTaAM XWU3HM", He 3aMedyas
CTpallHOro Bpeaa nx ans cebs.

Ho BOT HacTynun aeHb 0bpyyeHuns KHA39 MiBaHa AnekceeBnya [Jonropykosa C
rpacdmHen Hatanben BbopucosHou LlepemeTeBoi. Yaca 3a asa A0 npuesna
XXEHMXa W rocten HapeyéHHas HeBecTa cuzena B csoen 6oraTto oTAE/laHHOM
ropeHke, B Kpyry noapyr n poacrteeHHuu. CoBceM rotoBas K NpmMéMy xeHuxa
U rocter, oHa bbina 4yyao Kak xopowa, B 6enoMm obpyyanbHOM njaTtbe U3
Aopororo wWwénka, wWuToM cepebpoM U KPYMHbIM >XEMYyromM, C AOUBHOM
AnafnemMon U3 KpynHbIX anMas3oB Ha rosioBe M C TakKMMU Xe asiMa3amu B yllax
n Ha rpyan. OgHako HeBecTa 6blna 3aayMumMBa M nevyasnbHa; Koraa xe eé
noApyrn 3anenn BeH4YasbHble NEeCHWU, en CTano eweé nevyanbHee, elwé cKyyHee,
OHa 3aKkpbljla MU0 pyKaMu 1 TUXO 3annaakana.

Menares CtenaHoOBHa, noxwunas BaoBa-60spbiHA, TETKa rpadwuHM HaTtanbu
BopuncoBHbl, 3aMeTMB 3Ty nedyanb MJEeMSHHWUUbI, BbiCAana M3 ropHuubl eé
noapyr v, octaBWwKCb C HaTtawen ogHa, cnpocuna eé:

- Y10 Cc TO6ON, CBETUK?

- lMeyanb, Tocka Ha cepaue, TETyWKa, a C Yero — U cama He 3Hat. U paga
6bl 9, TETywWwKa, He nnakaTb, paga 6bl He ropesaTtb, Aa CNé3sbl camu beryt us

rnas.



— C vyero 6bl 3T0? YX He Cc rnasa nm c tobon nonpuTumnocb? TBOS nopa,
nneMsaHHuUa, He Ccnésbl SINTb, HEe TOCKOBATb, @ BeCENUTbCSA Aa panoBaTbCH.
XXeHux TBOW — Kpaca nucaHas, 3HaTHbI, ntobumel rocyaaps... Jlerko ckasaTb!
— OT BCex O4HO U TO Xe CNblwy 5, TETywKa, BCe MOEMy CYacTbi 3aBMAYHOT,
HO OT 3TOro cyacTbs y MeHst 601bHO-60/bHO cepaue cokmmaeTcs. BuaHo, He
npea no6pom 370!

- MonHo, HaTtaweHbka, nonHo! Xodelwb, MO30BY A MNOAPYXEK N NeTb UX
3acTaB/ll0 Be/MYanbHble NecHW, Becénoie?

- HeT, HeT, He Hago, Tétywka... C UX neceH MHe ewé CKyyHee CTaHOBUTCH;
MOXOPOHHbLIMU Te MECHU MHE KaXyTCs.

- O, locnogn, nomunyn! Crnasumnmn Tebd, HaTanblowka, crinasvam, Mos
cepaeyHas! MNepecrtaHb xe nnakatb! Toro rnaauv, XXeHux npueget, a y Tebsa u
rnasblHbKKW 3anaakaHbl... Hexopowo!..

B sTOoT MOMeHT B6exana [pywa, nwbuMas npucnyxHuue rpaduiHn, wu
MoCneLwHo nporosopwunia:

- Epert... KHA3b-XeHuX eger...

- Hy, cnasa bory! lNMonaém, HaTtawa, HaBCTpeUy XeHUXxy.

MNenares CrtenaHoBHa B3s/7a 3a pykKy nobneaHeBwyto ewé 6onee rpaduHio
HaTanblo 1 nowna c Hel HaBCTpedy KHA310 NBaHy [JonropyKkosy.

Moapyrn HaTtanbu BOpPUCOBHbLI M €€ CeHHble AEBYLWKW BCTPETUIU XEHUXa
BE€/IMYaNIbHON MEeCHEN.

- Cnacnbo BaM, KpacHble aesuubl, cnacubo! BoT BaM Ha Hapsdbl Aa Ha
CNnaaKkun nepeHel, — Becesio NporoBopun KHA3b MBaH, KNaHSasaCb AeBuuaM, m
Aan UM ropCTb YepBOHLEB.

Bcnen 3a kHa3eMm MBaHOM B nanathl LepeMeTeBbix Npnbbin MnepaTop-oTPOK
C uecapeBHoW EnuzaBeton [leTpoOBHOW, W TOT4YaC Xe Hadvanca obpsg
obpyueHuns, a 3atem 6bin OTKpbLIT BnecTawmn 6an.

Focynapb, 4BOP M BCe BENbMOXW MPUHMMANN ydyactme B HEM, Becenbe 6b1s10
obuwlee, oaHa HeBecCTa No-NpexHeMy ocTaBanacb nevyasbHOM.

XKeHux 3amMeTnn 3To u cnpocun y Hatawwu:

- Pagoctb Mo, Tbl NevyanbHa; CKaxwu, C 4yero? S Tak cyactaue, 6e3MepHO

CcYacTnuB, a Tbl, MOSl roNlybKa, rpycTullb?



— Tebe Tak Nokasasnocb, KHA3b, 1 Becena.

- HeT, HeT, MeHa Tbl He obmaHewb. Hy pa ckopo s passecento Tebs
LbIFQHCKOWN NecHen u nnsackon. Noa MoCKBOM CTOUT Tabop ubiraH, S Nnpukasan
npuBecTn ux cioga; Teom 6paTbs AanuM MHe CBOE cornacue. BoT kak yepet
rocyaapb, s U NpUKa)y BBECTU UbIraH, KOHEYHO, €C/in Tbl 403BO/ULLb.

- Y10 XXe, nyckain noBecensT...

[JenctButenbHO, NO OTbe3de rocydaps v AsBopa B nanatbl LepemeTeBbixX
6bi1M BBEAEHbI MNATEPO UbIraH U WeCTb UblraHOK. [1oNro Becennam OHW roctemn
CBOMMMU MECHAMMU U NAACKOM, a MOTOM UbIFaHKW CTasn ragaTb, noayyas 3a 370
C roCTen wWwenpyr nogaudky.

- DI, CTapas KonayHbs, noragam n MHe npo Mot cyabby!.. Ckaxun, 4yto XAéTt
MeHs Bnepeau, — noa3sbiBas K cebe CTapylt UbIraHKy, oaeTyi B pybulle,
rpy6o ckasan kHA3b MBaH [JoNropykos, NpoTarnesasi pyky.

Jlonro cMoTpena Ha ero naaoHb UblraHKa, a NoTOM, He roBops HW COBa,
XoTena OTOUTU NpOoYb.

- Cron!.. Kypma e TbI? CkasbiBal, 4YTO Ha MoeW nagoHun yeBuaena! -
OCTaHOBW/ e€ KHA3b NBaH [JonropyKos.

- OX, KHA3b-KpacaBel, fydwe He crnpawuBan. LlbiraHKWHbI CroBa Bellme,
OoHn cbyayTtcsa, He MuHytTca. Cyabba TBOSA niiadeBHa M HecyacTHa. Kposb,
KpoBb 5 Bugena... HecuactHoln, 6ectanaHHbin!.. JlioTasq KasHb XAET Tebs.

Kak HM TUxO nporoBopwusa 3TU CNOBa LUbIraHKa, HO OHW AOWAM A0 CiyXa
rpacdvHmn HaTtanbn BOpUCOBHbLI, CTOSIBLUEN PSAOM C XXEHUXOM, U OHa ynana 6e3
YyBCTB.

Mpousowén 6onbwon nepenosiox. Bce 6pocunncb Ha nomouwb rpaduHe.
Crapas ublraHka BOCMOAb30OBanacb 3TMUM W CKpblacb W3  nanart
He3aMeuyeHHOW. CKOMIbKO HW UCKanWn €€, HUrae He MOrnnm HamTtu. HekoTopblie
M3 rocTem 3aMeTuau, UYTO C 3TOM UbIFAHKOMW npea TeM AO0Aro roBOpwua KHA3b
Huknta Tpyb6eukon, HaxoaAuBLWIMNCA Ha 6any; KMBKOM rofiOBbl OH MNoKasan
CTapyxe LblraHKe Ha CBOEero conepHuka, kHa3a MeaHa [Jonropykosa.
O6MOpOK HEBECTbI HAa BCEX rOCTEN NPOU3BEN yapy4datolwee srnevatneHne. OHu
nocnewunnn pasbexaTbCs, M B nanatax LUepemeteBa y CBOel HeBeCTbl

ocTtancsa Tonbko MeaH [onropykoB CO CBOUMM nwobumuamm un npuaTenamm -



NéBywkon  XpanyHoBbiIM K1 CTenaHom BacunbeBnuem  JIOMyXuHbIM.
"CBOMNCTBEHHMK rocyaapeB no 6abke ero JlonyxmHon, nepBon cynpyre lMeTpa
Benukoro", Cténa JlonyxuH 6bin KaMep-lOHKEPOM Mpu ABOPE U MONb30BasICS
0Cc06010 NpMBA3AHHOCTbLIO Lapckoro dasopuTa.

- Hy 4uTO0, Kak HaTtawa? - apoxalwwuMm ronocom cnpocun MeaH LONropykos y
6bpata HeBecTbl, rpada I[letpa bopucoBuua LlepemeTreBa, TOAbLKO YTO
BEPHYBLUEroCs U3 ropHuLbl CECTpbl.

- Bcé ewé 6e3 namaATu; BNpoYeM, fiekapb FOBOPUT, UYTO OMACHOM0 HWYero
HeT.

- lFocnoan, n € 4yero 3TO C Hew, C 4yero? Heyxenn BpaHbEé MNPOKAATOMU
LUbIF@HKWN TaK NoAencTBOBanNO Ha Heé?

- CTpawHsble cfioBa cKasasa ublraHka, KHA3b MiBaH Anekceesund, cTpawHble.

- Heyxenun xe Beputb nM?..

- OX, KHS3b, 60/bLWINMHCTBO NOAEN BEPUT B LbIFAHCKME NpeacKa3aHbs.

- Hecnpocta cTapas ublraHka ckKasasa Te C/loBa, HecrnpocTta, — TUXo
nporosopun XpanyHos. — [No-MoeMy, eé nogyunniun ckasaTb UX.

- K10, KTO?

- BepHO ckasaTb, KHSA3b, S He MOry, a TOJIbKO BuAes, 4YTo KHA3b HukuTta
Tpy6beukon C ublFaHKOM YTO-TO A0S0 roBOpWA, M Ha Teba KUBHYN en
rosioBOK0.

- Tl gymaewsb, Tpybeukon noayymn ubiraHky? MoxeT 6biTb! Y HukuUTbl
Tpybeukoro ectb HEHaBUCTb KO MHe u 3n06a, OH HeHaBMAWUT MeHs, Kn, 6e3
COMHEHNd, 2TO OH noayudumn ubiraHky. Ho oH nonnatutca 3a 370!.. 4 BCé
y3Hato, — € 601bWMM BOTHEHMEM NporoBopun Joropykos.

- Y10 Tbl 3agyMan genatb? — cnpocun JIonyxuvH.

- §... 9 cenyac noeny K TpybeukoMy mn cnpowy y Hero...

- Pa3Be oH ckaxerT Tebe?

- 51 3acTaenio ero ckasaTb npasay!.. Cunoto 3actasnto nosmHUTbCA!.. CTéna
M Tbl, JIEByLLKA, CO MHOIO noeaete!

- ExaTb B Takoe Bpems!.. Beab HOo4Yb, — BO3pa3nn JlonyxmH. — OTNOXKM XOTb
[0 3aBTpa.

- HeT, HeT, cenyac. HM ogHOM MUHYTbI He CTaHy MeanuTb!.. Bac, aApy3bsa Mou,



TPEBOXUTb A He 6yay, oanH noeay.

- Ho Mbl Tebs He oTnycTuM... Kyaa Tbl, TyAa n Mbl.

- Cnacubo, apy3bs, cnacmbo! S Bepto Ballen apyxbe v NpUBA3AHHOCTY,
BEpIO.

Bckope e [onropykos CcO CBOMMM nNpuATensaMu yexan u3 nanat
LLlepeMeTeBbIX U, HECMOTPS Ha TO, 4YTO 6bina rnybokas HoYb, NpMKasana BE3TU
ceba Kk goMy KHa38 HukmTbl Tpybeukoro. Bcio gopory oH 6bin nevaneH u
HaKOHeL, NPOU3HEC:

- A 4TO, ApYy3bs MOM, €C/IN CNoBa CTapoW UbIrAHKM WU Ha caMmoM Jene 6yayT
BewmmMmn? Begb MHOMMe roBOpPSAT, UTO UblF@aHCKME npeackasaHus cbbiBatoTcs. A
BAPYr M AENCTBUTENbHO MEeHS XAET NtoTas KasHb?

- Y10 Tbl, 4TO Thi! C 4ero Takme M™biCInM! — B OAMH TOSIOC WCMYraHHO
BOCKJ/IMKHYJIN €ro TOBapuLLM.

- KTO 3HaeT... byayuwee oT Hac 3aKpbITO HEMPOHULLAEMOKO 3aBECOMN.

- ECnn Tak, TO Kak Xe ublraHKa MOXeT 3HaTb TBOKW cyabby? — ycnokauBas
npuaTens, Nporosopun XpanyHos.

- [da, noxanyn, n Tak! Hy, aa 4yto!.. YeMy 6bITb, TOMY HE MUHOBATb, OT CBOEN
cyab6bl He ynaéuwb, He yeaewsb. A Tenepb, Apy3bs, AaBanTe 6paTb OT XU3HU
TO, YTO OHa AAET HaM. DN, AMLUWK, rOBOPSAT, Tbl ropasj NecHW NeTb. 3anon
BeCényto, a Mbl Tebe noaTAHEM.

N BOT cpean 6e3MONBHOM TULLIMHBbI HOYM FPOMKO pa3ganacb BecCénas necHs;
3BOHKO MOHecsacb OHa no ynuuam MoCKBbl M 3aMupana rae-to naneko, B
6ecnpeaenbHOM NPOCTpaHCTBE.

Ho BOT nokasancsa AoM KHa3s Hukutbl KOpbeBunya Tpybeukoro. MNonHenwee
6e3mMonBue uapuio B HEM: OrHM 6blM AaBHO MoraweHbl M BOPOTa Ha 3anope.
KHS3b HuknTa M ero xeHa paBHO BepHynucb ¢ 6ana oT LUepemeTeBbiX WU
Tenepb yXe Kpenko crnasnu.

FPOMKWNI CTYK B BOpPOTa B HEYPOYHbI 4Yac pa3byamn He TONIbKO KHSXECKUX
XOJI0MOB, HO AaXe CaMOro KHA38 U ero XeHy.

- Moan y3Han, KTO CTy4uT, KTO CMeeT HapylwaTb MOM MOKOW? — cepauTo
rnpuKasan KHA3b CBOEMY ABOPELKOMY.

Crapuk ,ClBOpeLI,KVIﬁ HEeMHOro Cnycrd npuMHEC Takoe n3BecTtune:



- KH4a3b MBaH AnekceesBuny y BOPOT TBOMX, rocyzapb! Cnblwb, B roctu K
TBOEWN KHSXbEN MUAOCTU NpUbLIN.

- B Takyo-To nopy? He oTnmnpaTtb eMy BOpOT!

- ['po3uTcs, rocynapb, BblsIOMaThb.

- BecumHHuK, pas3borHuk! YTO C HMM © pgenaTtb? — ynaBWWM TOJIOCOM
MPOroBOPWJT KHA3b.

- MpuHATL ero Hafo; ckopee NpuHATbL!.. Beab KHA3b MBaH BbIMNOSIHUT CBOIO
Yyrpo3y, — HeCKOJIbKO CMYWEHHO TrMoCoBeToBasia MYXY KHSAMMHA, HaCKoOpo
o4eBasACh.

- MpuHaTb!.. 3Haw, Tbl paga ero npuesny, 6eccrtbikas 6aba! - KpUKHYN
Tpybeukon, HO BONEN-HEBOSIEN €My MNpULINIOCh OTAATb MpUKas oOTnepeTb
BOpPOTa U, HECMOTPSA Ha HOYHYI NOPY, BNYCTUTb HEXAAHHOIO rocts BO ABOP.
KHa3b MBaH B conpoBoOXaeHun JlonyxXxmuHa U XpanyHoBa BOWEN B ropHuLY.
HenackoBbiM B3rnsaaoM BCTPeTUS ero KHA3b Hukuta Tpybeuko m pesko
NnpOroBopwun:

- Hago 6bl Tebe nopy 3HaTb, roCTb He3BaHbIM. "He B nOpy roctb — XyXxe
TaTapumHa".

- He roctntb K Tebe s npuexan, a 3a AesioM, — XMypo oTBeTun Jonropykos.

- A gHsA-To pa3Be Tebe Mano? KTo 3TO NO HOYaM 3a AesioM e34uT?

- CnewHoe, HeOT/IOXHOE pnAeno y MeHs, KHa3b! Mo 37106e Tbl noayuyun
LUblraHKy Ha 6any ckasaTb, YTO MEHs Ka3Hb OXWAAeT.

- C yero Tbl B3gyMmasn, KHa3b VMiBaH AnekceeBud, 3a4yeM 8 6yay nogydarb? —
MEHSACb B INLEe, BOCKIMKHYN Tpyb6eukon.

— Tbl cMyTUACSA, — 3HA4uUT, g npas! Ho 9 n BHUMMaHUA He obpaTun 6bl Ha BCE
3T0, ecnn 6bl OT UbIF@AHKWHbBIX CNOB He nocTpajasna Mosi HeBecTa, rpaduHs
HaTtanbs... C ucnyra oHa un nocenyac nexut 6e3 namMsaTu.

— Tak yTo Xe, KHA3b, OT MEH4 Thbl X0o4elwb?

- A Tbl Bnepéa nokawcs.

- Pa3Be Tbl — MOM, YTO MEHA KasaTbCHA 3acTaB/idewb?

- OX, KHA3b HMKKUTa, He BUASAK, @ NPSIMO rOBOPWU: Tbl NOAYYUN LbIFraHKy?

- Hnyero s He roBopwsi, HUYEro He 3Halo.

- Tak M1, KHA3b HukKMTa? - HacMewnuBo nocMmatpuBass Ha Tpy6eukoro,



nporosopun Jonropykos.

- Y10? Unn 60XnNTbCA MeHS 3acTaBullb, @ MOXET, MbITKON 3aayMan OT MeHs
NpU3HaHMA fobuUTbCa? — KpUKHY Tpybeukomn.

- He kpunumn, 31MmM ceba He onpaBhaewb, Aa U HE ucnyratocb s Tebsa! Buxy,
BMHOBAT Tbl, U C TO60OIO MHe He 0 4yeM 6onblie roBopuTb. oan-Ka Tbl OoTClOAA
BOH [a MOLUIM KO MHE CBOI XEHY: C HEK 9 NOroBoplto.

- Mo4 xeHa cnuT.

- Tak pa3byau. 4 Tak xouy!

- He 3abbiBaln, KHA3b MIBaH, B MOEM AOME HET TBOEW BNactu. HM XoTeTb, HKU
npuKasbiBaTb Tbl TYT HE MOXelWb! — KpUKHYN Tpyb6eukon.

- He xo4ewb pa3byauTb CBOK XeHy, Tak s pa3byxy eé, — un [Jonropykos
HanpaBWACA B CNasibHIO KHAMMHU Tpybeukon.

- Tbl Kyga? He aypu, KHA3b MIBaH, ONOMHUCH... He TO X0/n10noB no3os.y.

- Tbl ewé cMeewb MHe Xxononamu rpo3utb! Ecnm Tbl MHe He CTpalweH, TO
X0N0onbl TBOU U NOAABHO.

KHA3b MBaH HWUCKOSIbKO He MNOCTeCHANcs 6bl BOWTWM B CManbHIO K XeHe
Tpy6eukoro, ecnm 66l OHa caMa He nosiBMNacCb OKOIO ABEPMU.

- Y10 Tebe, KHA3b VBaH, Hago? YTo Tbl WYMULWB? — MONYCEPAUTBLIM OJI0COM
Cnpocuna oHa y Ha3oMAMBOro rocTs.

— A, KHAMMHSA, He cnuwb? MNMoroBopuTb MHe ¢ Tobon, HacTs, Hado.

- lWanbHOM Tbl, KHA3b MBaH, Kak eCTb wanbHOM! YTO Xe Tbl HOYbID, a He
OHEM?

- [AHéM-To, HacTts, Hepocyr — BCé B pas3be3gax. KHa3b HukuTa, BbINAM Ha
Masioe BpeMsi, MHe C TBOEMN XEHOW NOroBOpuUTb KO NPO YTO HAAO...

- A 3ayeM MHe BbIX0AUTbL? [0BOPU MpU MHE...

- Bbingn, rosopto!

— Jly4ywe Tbl BbINAN, @ 9 HE nouay.

- He Bbigewb? Tak A Bbi6bpowy B OKHO! = HEBO3MYTMMO MpPOroBOpUN
Jdonropykos.

- Y10 Takoe? MeHsa B OKHO? [la Tbl, BEPHO, KHS3b, HE Npo4yax elwé C BMHA?
Moe3xan AOMOM M crnaTb CKopen noxucb. o gobpon Bone He nNonaéulb,

npuKaxy xofnonam cunot BbiBecT Tebs. i, noau! Cioga, Ko MHe! -



3a4bIXasiCb OT 6eweHCcTBa, KPUKHYN KHA3b HukuTa KOpbeBuny.

— A, Tbl BOT Kak!.. Tbl y MeHs, Méc, cemyac 3a OKHOM o4yTuwbca! — u
JlonropykoB, cCXBaTMB B OXanky TweaywHoro Hukuty lOpbeBuya, noTtawimn
€ro K OKHY.

TpybeukoMy 6biITb 6bl HENpeMeHHO 3a OKHOM, eciu 6bl TOMy He
BOCnpendaTcTBoBanun JlonyxmH n XpanyHoB. VIM yaanocb yroBopuTb He B Mepy
pa3bylweBaBLlerocs TosapuLla 1 yBestu ero 4OMOoMn.

C Toro gHsa Tpybeukon ewé 6onee o3nobuncs Ha [Jonropykosa, HO BOseMn-
HeBOMIEN A0 BpeMeHW AoskeH 6bin TanTb CBOK 3106y Ha cepaue, NOTOMY 4UTO
6opoTbca C [JONropykoBbIM €My O6bl0 He noAa Ccuay, TakK Kak ToT 6bin
BCECUJIbHBIM (PhaBOPUTOM MpU nMNepaTope-oTpoOKe.

KHAa3b Anekcen [puropbeBudy ynoTtpebnan Bce ycmnus, 4Tobbl Kak-HUOYAb
OTCTPaHUTb OT uUaps cBoero "HenokopHoro" cbiHa MBaHa M BMeCTO Hero
npubnm3nTb K uUapk CBOEro Mnagwero cbiHa, Hukonasa. BHauvane 310 emy
HEeCKONIbKO yAanocb. VMiIMnepaTtop-OTpPOK CTan ox/jlaaeBaTb K cBoeMy ntobumuy,
HO 3To npousowno 6onbwe otToro, 4yto [érp II peBHOBan MWBaHa
JonropykoBa K uapeBHe EnusaBeTe [lMeTpoBHe. OAgHaKO Korga KHA3b VBaH
obbaBun cebsa xeHnxoMm rpapmHu HaTtanbu LUepemeTeBon, rocyaapb onsaTb
BEPHYN CBOE pacnosioXeHue K cBoeMy (aBOpUTY M MO-NpexHeMy cTan uenble
AHW NpPOBOAUTb C HUM Ha OXOTe.

[lonropykoBbl Tak MOBEeW Aeno, YTO OTCTPaHsaNM OT rocyaaps Aaxe ero
61M3KMX, TaK YTO BesiMKas KHs)KHa HaTanbsa AnekceeBHa Mo UenblM Heaensam
He BMAena CBOEro lHOro AaepxasHoro 6pata. K KpacaBuue uUapeBHe
Ennzasete [leTpoBHe wuMnNepaTop TOXe 3aMeTHO oxniagen wu no uenbiM
HeaenaMm He nosBnancs y Heé. OT 3aHATMA HaykKaMu OH COBCEM OTCTan, u
OcTtepMaHy nNpuWAOCb MaxHyTb pPYyKOw Ha ero obpasoBaHume. OxoTa u
JonropykoBbl — BOT BCE, 4TO Tenepb 3aHmMmano letpa II.

Bckope nocne obpyyeHus MeaHa [jonropykoBa mmnepaTop nocne oxoTbl ANd
"oTabixa" 3aexan B ycaabby opeHkn. TaM eMy yCTPOUNM MbilLIHYIO BCTpeYy.
3a CTO/IOM rocypapto npuciayxupana crapwas godb Anekces [Jonropykosa,
KHsS>XHa EkaTepuHa, W, UCMNOMHAS B TOYHOCTM CTPOrMM MNpukKas CBOEro oTua,

ynotpebnsna Bce ycunusa, 4tobbl NMpuBReYb U NPenbCTUTb rocydaps CBOEH



KpacoTon. KHsXXHe nouTn yaanocb 370. METp cTan nHTepecoBaTbCs € U BCE
yawe 1 vauwe cran boiBaTb B fOpeHKax 1 NpoBOAUTb TaM HE TOSIbKO AHU, HO U
uenble Hepgenu. KHa3b Anekcen [puropbeBndy un3obpeTan BCEBO3MOXHblE
pa3BfieyeHns 1 yBeceneHus, 4tobbl TONIbKO He CKy4dan ero Aep>XaBHblA roCTb
n "éyaywmn 3aTb". M3ALHaa KOKETKa-KHs)XHa cyMena yBsfedb toHoro lleTpa,
HO TOJIbKO YyBJieYyb. VIMNepaTop-OTPOK He MOr nositobuTb  KHSXHY
[JONropykoBy, TOYHO TakK Xe, KaK OH He fobun KHXHY MeHwunkoBy. KHsXKHa
EkaTepnHa gaxe He ocobeHHO HpaBunacb rocyaapto. Ho koraa [onropyKoBsbl
nocoBeToBann €My, WAU, CKOpee, YMNPOCUAIM €ero >XEeHWUTbCA Ha KHSKHe
EkaTepuHe, OH, pa304apoBaBLUNCb B BO3MOXHOCTM 6paka C uUecapeBHOWN
EnnzaseTton, HUCKONbKO He 3aAyMblBasiCb, U3bABUA Ha TO cornacume. U BoT
Aoyb Anekces [jonropykoBa, KHs>Ha EkaTepuHa, 6bina obbsaBneHa HEBECTOH

rocygaps, n 6bis1 Ha3HayeH aeHb 0bpyveHus.

Vv
Bblna oceHHAA, HEHACcTHas HOYb; NOPbIBUCTbIN BeTep C MesIKUM A0XAEM pBan
n MeTan. HenpornggHas TeMHoTa uapwuia Ha ynamuax MocKBbl.
MpayHO cMoTpenn u CcTeHbl JleopToBCKOro Aasopua. TaMm, OKpYXEHHas
MbILWHON POCKOLWbID, MeAsIeHHO yracasna NaTHaAUATUNETHAS BeNnKas KHSXXHa
HaTtanba AnekceeBHa, AO0O4Yb 3/10MOJIY4HOro uapesunya Anekcesa [leTposBuya.
Bce ycmnuna BbipBaTb LAPCTBEHHYIO CTpadanuuy u3 o6baTuin cMepTu oCTannch
TWEeTHbl, U 3HAaMEeHWUTbIM BpayaM TOro BPEMEHU MPULLIOCb C/I0XUTb CBOE
opyXxue.
BneaHasa, c¢ npo3payHbiM, KakK BOCK, NMUOM, C O060OCTPMBLUMMCHA HOCOM, C
CMHMMM Kpyramm OKOMI0 r/fla3 M C MNOYEpHEBLUMMK, MNepecoxXwuMmmn rybamm,
nexana uapeBHa Ha CBOEM CMepTHOM fioxe. Ei 6b110 CKyyHO, 601bHO; MHOIO
NOAEN OKOJIO HEE, HO 6/M3KuX He 6b110 HKM oaHoro. CaMbiM 6/IM3KUM, CaMbIM
cepAeyHbIM 4enoBeKOM K ymupatowen 6bin aepxaBHblM 6paT, MMmnepaTop-
OTPOK, HO WU OH He MPUCYTCTBOBAN y CBOEN CecTpbl.
METp yBNEKCS OXOTOM UM, HECMOTPS Ha OCEHHIOK HEHaCTHYK MoroAay,
npoBOAWST BCE AHW B Jiecy; TOJIbKO OAHAa MNO34HAS HOYb 3aroHssia ero Ha

HOuNer B NOAMOCKOBHYO KHsI3el [ONropyKoBbIX, FOpeHKH.



OnHaKo KTO-TO MeNbKOM cKasan eMy o 6051e3HM CecTpbl, U OH 3aBOJSIHOBAJICS,
XoTen ToTyac xe 6pocuTb OXOTYy M exaTb B MOCKBY, HO KHA3b Anekcen
puropbeBny [JONropyKOB yBepwus rocygapsi, 4to 60ne3Hb BeNIMKOM KHSKHbI
He npeacTasBfigeT HUKAaKOW onacHOCTW. MNETp yCnoKoWACS 1 ocTancs.

A onacHocTb 6bina 6onbwas; He TOAbKO AHW, HO W Yacbl XW3HWU LAPEBHbI
Hatanbn AnekceeBHbl 6bli COYTEHbI.

Cama oOHa co3HaBana, 4yto €€ 60ne3Hb, YaxoTKa, Heusneymma, 4YTo CMepTb
HeMMHYeMa, HO TAXKO 6bi10 en yMupaTb B NATHaAUATb NIET, Koraa TONIbKO
Ha4YMHAETCS XU3Hb.

Tuxo 6bi10 B cnoboackom ABopue; BCE MOrpyXeHo B rAyboKun COH;
ApeMana, cuas B Kpecne okosio 601bHOM UapeBHbl, eé kKamep-dpay. TonbKo
He cnana oaHa 6eAHsXKa-uapeBHa; OHAa, WWPOKO OTKPbIB CBOW 6onblune
rnasa, C yxacoMm cMoTpena Ha 6o0sbliOWM MOPTPET CBOEro BeJIMKOro Aeaa
Metpa I, BuceBwWMI NpPOTUB €€ KpoBaTWU, WU €M KasanoCb, UYTO rPO3HbIN
Aenylwika-uMnepaTtop MpuwWwén 3a Hew C TOro cCBeTa M MaHUT eé CBOelk
Mory4yen, MO30JINCTON PYKOWN.

- He nonay, ronybumk geaywka! He nongy s ¢ toboi. 4 He xouy ymupaTthb,
He Xo4yy. MHe Hafdo XWTb... Ana 6pata Hago XuTb. be3 MeHsa lNeTpywe Xyao
byaeT XuTb Ha cCBeTe, HeKOMy byaeT noXxaneTtb WM Bpa3yMUTb, — LWIENTaam
nocuHenble rybol ymupatrowen uapeBHbl, HO TyT XXe OHa noaymana: "[a seab
3TO - AeAyWwKWMH nopTpeT. Yero 9 ucnyranacb? MHe BCE KakKume-TO CTpacTu
npeactaBnaTca. BuaHo, s CcKOpo yMmpy.. AX, KaK MHe X0o4eTcs nosumaathb
MNeTpywy!.. Aa JOoNropyKoBbl HX Ha Lar He OTNYCKalT ero oT cebs. Morybsar
OHn MNeTpywy, noryb6at!.. 3abbin MeHa lNNeTqa, coBceM 3abbin. [a A0 MeHsa nu
eMy Tenepb? Jlec, oxoTa, KpacaBmua KHs>XHa EkaTepuHa — BOT 4YTO Tenepb
3aHMMaeT ero. YTpoM HenpeMeHHO nownt 3a [leTpywei. MHe He xo4eTcs
yMupaTb, He noBuaas ero. Ox, kak 60nbHO rpyab!.. KameHb aywmt".
YMupawuwas uapeBHa 3akawnsanacb; 370 pa3byamno Kpenko YCHYBLUYHO
Kamep-dpay: OHa MoCrnewHo BCKO4YMMa C Kpecna v bHpocunacb nopasBaTb
HaTtanbe AnekceeBHe YCNOKOUTENIbHOE MUTbE. DTO HECKOJSIbKO YCMOKOWI0
60NbHYIO LLApeBHY, U OHa 3acCHYy/a TPEBOXHbIM, IMXOPAA0YHbIM CHOM.

PaHo npocHynacb HaTtanba AnekceeBHa, eaBa CcTano pacceetatb. OHa



packpblia rnasa W MUCNyraHHO BCKPWKHYfa: nepen Hew CcTosna crapuua-
WHOKMHSA, ¢ 61eaHbIM, UCXyaanbiM IMLOM, HA KOTOPOM 3aMeTHbl 6biin criefpl
cnés; s71o 6blna uapuua-uHOKMHA EBaokma ®EpopoBHa; oHa npubblina um3
cBOel 0buTenn HaBeCTUTb YMUPAIKOLLYO BHYUKY.

- babyuwka, Bbl... Bbl?

- MpocTn, BHy4YKa-uapeBHYyLWKa, Hanyrana, BuaHo, Tebsa s, crapasa! - TuUxo
nporosopuna uapuua, nogHocs K CBOUM rybam mcxyaanyr, npo3padHyto pyKy
LapeBHbI.

- Cnacmbo, uto He 3abbinn MeHs...

- Hepgyxwutcs Tebe, ronybka mos? Bcé Tbl XxBOpaelwb?

- YMpY 4 CKOpO, yMpy, — nevasbHO npoMossuna Hatanba AnekceeBHa, U B
eé ronoce 6bI11 CNbIWHbI CNE3bI.

— YTO Tbl, NacTyLwKa MO4, UYTO Tbl, LapeBHYLWKa? B TBOM-TO roabl Aa ymmpaTtb!
- He xouetcss MHe yMumpaTtb, 6abylika, He Xo4yeTcs, Aa TOSIbKO YX OYEeHb
XBOPOCTb MeHS 3aMyuumna. A K XBOPOCTU ewé TocKa cMmepTenbHas. XoTb 6bl
Bbl, 6abylka, NOMOMNANCE 3a MEHS.

- Monunacb, BHy4Ka, M MOJIIOCb. 3@ KOro MHe, CTapOW, U MOSINTbCS, KaK He
3a Tebs, HaTanblowka, 1 3a BHyKa-rocygapsa?

- babywka, 6otocb g 3a lMeTpywy, 6otocb. OT HaykKM M OT Aena OH OTCTan, y
JonropykoBbIX AHKOET N Ho4yyeT. XoTb 6bl Tbl, 6abywka, yrosopuna lMeTtpyuwy,
ypesoHuna ero!

- W, pogHas Mosl, Aa pa3Be OH CTaHEeT MeHs ciywaTb?

- [da, aa. OH TONbKO U cnywaeT ogHMX [JONropyKoBbIX.

- MNory64at ero lJonropykoBbl, NOryb64ar, — co B340OXOM Mporosopuna crapuua-
Lapuua, Tpsicss CBOen ceaon rosioBow.

- W a 1o xe aymat, 6abywka! Nocnogn, uto 6yaet c MNMeTpyLwen, Koraga MeHs
B XXMBbIX HE CTaHeT?

DTOT pas3roBOp CUAbLHO B3BOSIHOBaN 60/sbHYK LapeBHY, OHa 3anjakana, a
cneactBueM 3Toro 6bIM ONATL  CTpaWwHbIA  NpUNAAoOK Kawnsa v obwas
cnabocTb.

- YMupato... 3a 6patom... nownute!.. Fae AHapen KMBaHoBMY? — cnabbiM

ronocoM npomoneuna Hatanba AnekceeBHa.



- 51 3pecb, Bawe BbICOYECTBO, 34eCb, — MOCMEWHO BXOAA B KOMHaTy
yMupawLuien uapesHbl, nporosopun OctepMaH.

- 3a 6paToM ckopee nownute!

— [lJaBHO yXe nocnaHo, Bawe BbicovecTBO! [ocyaapb A0XKEH CKOPO ObIThb.

- [ocnoamn, kak TaHeTcqa spemd!.. botocbk — yMpy, He noBuaas lNeTpyuly.

- Bbl cnnwkoMm 6ecnokoute cebs, Bawe BbICOYECTBO, @ BaM HyXeH
6e3yC/oBHbIM NOKOM, — APOXaLMM FOA0COM nporosopun OctepMmaH.

OH caM 6bln CUIbHO BCTPEBOXEH W TPOHYT MOJSIOXKEHUEM BESIMKOM KHSXKHbI.
OH 6b111 NpMBA3aH K UMNepaTopy-OTPOKY U K ero cecTpe, UCKpeHHe ftobun mx.
- AHapen MBaHoBWY, Tbl byaellb MMeTb BESIMKYIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTb W nepen
BoroMm, n nepep noabMu 3a CBOE ynyuleHue, — CTPOro nporosopwuia crapuua-
uapuua, obpawasncb Kk OctepmaHy.

- 3a Kakoe, MaTywkKa uapuua?

- M3BONb, CKaxy: Tbl B3saacA 6blTb BOCNMTaTeNeEM BHyKa MoOero, rocyaaps
MNeTpa AnekceeBu4ya, WU [O/KEeH bGepedb M 6MOCTM €ro Kak 3eHuuy OoKa,
CcneauTb, YYNTb BCEMY XOPOLUEMY U OT BCErO AYPHOro OCTaHaB/ANBaThb... A Thl...
- YTo Xe a Mory nogenaTtb, MaTywka uapuua? locyaapb AaBHO nepecrtan
MEHS CNnywaTb U BCE MOW C/IOBA B Pe30H He CTaBuT, — onpasabiBanca AHApen
MBaHoBWUY.

OH roBopwa COBepLUEHHYI NpasAy; wMmnepatop-oTpok nwbun OcTtepMaHa,
AoBepsn eMy, HO Koraa AHapen MiBaHOBMY NpUHUMAnNCs 4yntaTb UAM rOBOPUTH
€My pa3Hble HaCcTaBNIeHUs — MJIOXO Cnylasn ero, n gaxe sosce He cnywan. O
3aHATUAX HayKaMum M coBceM Hedero 6b10 roBoputb. [lMEéTp cumTan cBOE
obpa3oBaHNE OKOHYEHHbIM.

- A 3auyeM Tbl K rocyaapto JonropykoBbiXx gonyctun? 3adeM? Beab OHM
COBCEM 3aBiajenm MOMM BHYKOM, C nNyTu ero cobunu! N Tenepb ewé »XeHuTb
3aAymMann Ha Joyepu KHA349 Anekces, — npoaosnkana crapuua-uapuua
ynpekatb 6eaHoro OcTepMaHa, KOTOpbIn W 6negHen, U KpacHen OT 3TUX
ynpékos. — [lMapa nu npupoxaEHHOMY ULap KHAXbA A04b? Beab OHa u
neTamMu crapwe ero, U He B Mepy, roBopsT, crnecuBa, CBoeHpaBHa. Pa3Be
Takasi-To AOCTOMHaA 6bITb Lapuuen? Yero MONYnWb-TO?

— YTO roBOpuTb — He 3Hato... MOU onpasBjaHud, MmaTyllKa uapuua, Bbl CNyLwaTb



He U3BONnUTE, — COBCEM yNaBLUWUM roslocoM oTBeTun AHApen iBaHOBWMY.

— A Tbl BOT UTO: €C/IM CyMen OTCTPaHuUTb OT rocyaaps MeHLWWKoBa, TO CyMen
n [JoNropyKoBbIX OTCTPAHUTb.

- EaBa nn, rocypapblHga-maTywka, Jonropykosbl 3abpanun 6onbliyto cuny.

- MeHwunkoB 6bIn1 MHOro cunbHee mx. Cymen xe Tbl ero ybpaTb CO cBoeu
poporun. Tenepb n ¢ JONropykoBbiMM CyMen TO Xe caenaTtb. Hy, MHe nopa.
Mpowan!.. Mpowan mn Tbl, ropamua Mmos, ronybka uucras.. XpaHu Tebs
Focnoab! Nay o 3apaBun TBOEM MOSIUTLCS.

NMHOKMHSA-uapuua nogowna K 6onbHOM uUapeBHe, nNepekpectuna eé,
nouenosana B 5106 1 BbilA CBOEN BeNMYaBOW NOXOAKOMN.

"Hy n xeHwmHa!.. 3agana MHe 6aHI0, Kak roBopsT pycckue. Yto, ecnu 6bl en
Aa Bnactb B pykn? ®yl.. HeT, noganblwe oT He&, noganbwe", — nocMaTpmsas
BC/e4 yXoamBLIEN MHOKMHe-uapuue, nogyMman OctepmaH.

Pa3roBop MHOKWMHM-Uapuubl ¢ OcTepMaHOM Npou3Bén Ha 6onbHYy HaTanbto
AnekceeBHy yapy4datoLlee BnevaTNeHMe: OHa sexasa C 3aKpbITbIMK If1a3amMun B
nonysabbiTbn, AblXxaHbe Yy Heé 6bI10 TsSKENoe, NpepbiBUCTOE, U OHa TUXO
wenTana B 6peay:

- bpart... Mmunbin... MeTpywa... 4 TaK xaana tebqa!.. Noegem otcroga!l.. Janeko,
[aneko yeaeM... eieM Xe CKopee K MaMe, OHa Hac XAET...

- [lokTop, 4TO 3TO0? LlapeBHa, KaxeTcs, HauyMHaeT 6peanTb? — MEHSASCb B
nvue oT BOJIHEeHMA, cnpocun OcTepMaH y Boweawero npuaBOpPHOro AOKTopa
buanoo.

- [da, 6apoH, 3TO — npeacMepTHbIN 6pen, — TUXO OTBETUA AOKTOP, OTBOAS B
cTopoHy OcTtepMaHa. — CnacTu uapeBHy OT CMepTu MOXET ToNIbKO oauH bor. A
nogaep>xuean 60nbHYHO NnekapcTtBaMun, noka 3To 6bI710 BO3MOXHO, HO Tenepb
e)XXeyacHo cunbl cnabeT, Xn3Hb yracaer.

- boxe, roe xe rocygmapb? YTO OH He edeT? — 4YyTb He C OT4yasiHMeM
BOCK/IMKHYN OcCTepMaH.

Ho rocynapb 6bin yxe Hepaneko oT cnoboackoro asopua; ero nowaau
HeC/INCb BUXpPEM, Be3s ero n3 MopeHoK.

- [ae cectpa? Yto c Hen? — 3aabixarowmMmcsa ronocom cnpocun MNétp, sBberas

B KOMHATy yYMuMpatloLlen CecTpbl.



- HakoHeu-To, rocygapb, Bbl npuexanu... Benunkas KHsSXHa HECKONbKO pas
n3BoaMNa CcnpawueaTtb O Bac, - obpagoBaBWWCb Npuesay rocyaaps,
nporosopwun AHapen ViBaHOBUY.

- YTO C Hen, uTOo?

- Cnaba... oyeHb cnaba... B 3abbITbM HAXOAUTCS.

- MeTpywa... Tbl npuexan.. 9 CAblWy TBOW ros0C, — OYHYBLUUCb, CNabbiM
roJ1I0COM Nporosopusa LapeBHa.

- Hatawa, ronybywka, 4to ¢ Tobon? — C pblAaHMEM BOCKIIMKHYT uMmnepaTtop,
bpocasicb Ha KONEeHU npea ymmpatrowen n uenysa eé pyku.

- YMupato, MNMeTpywa... aymana, u tebsa He aoxAaycChb... He nnayb, ronybumnk! 3a
Tebs Monmnacb 9 Ha 3eMne, MOIUTLCA CTaHy U Ha Hebecax.

- HaTtawa, HaTawa, s cam ympy... yMpy CKopo, — 3apbigan MNértp. — be3 tebsa s
XWUTb He 6yay... [loBTOpAto, HaTawa: yMpélb Tbl, U S YMpY.

— Tbl AomXkeH »XuTb, lleTpywa, AOMKEH... TBOA XW3Hb HYXHa... Tbl — Uapb.
Mocnywan MeHs, mon ronybumk! OcCTaBb CBOK OXOTY M 3aMMUCb Aenamu. AX,
MNeTpywa, Tbl He COo3Haélwb, 4YTO Ha Tebe nexuT Bennkasd 0683aHHOCTD.
Cnywan wn noctynam Tak, kKak nocosetyeT Tebe AHapen WBaHoBMY. OH
[obpbin, yecTHbIM KU NpeaaH Tebe. A [JONrOPYKOBbIX HE CNYyLIancsa: OHWU, Kak
MeHwwnkoB, 60nbWe ayMakT O cebe.

- Bawe BbICOYECTBO, BaM BpeAHO MHOMO pa3roBapuBaTtb, — Mporosopwus 6b1s10
OcTepmMaH.

- BpegHo? Ax, AHgpen MBaHOBMY, na BeAb Tenepb MHe BCEé paBHO. A
yMupato.

- Hatawa, He rosopu Tak! He rosopu! — He nepecrtaBasd rPOMKO NnakaTb,
NpoOroBOpua UMNepaTop-oOTPOK.

- [MoNHO OoTYamBaTbCA, MO MWUAbIN, HAAO NOKOPUTbLCS Bone boxuen. Obewan
MHe, [lleTpylwa, OCTaBuUTb OXOTY W pa3Hble 3abaBbl, a rnaBHOe - ye3xaun
ckopee B uTtep.

- Xopowo, HaTtawa, s Bcé 6powy. A yeay B lutep, TONbKO HE OAWH, a C
TOo6OM, MO MUNas, goporas cecrtpa.

- HeT, no3gHo, lMNeT4... aywa moa byaet Bcerga okono tebs, a Teno 3aech, B

MockBe, ocTaHeTcs. Mpowan, ronyb4ymk Moi, s ycTana... O4eHb ycTana...



YMuparowas uapeBHa 3aMoJiK/ia W 3aKpblla rnasa; eé pablxaHue CTano
YacTbIM, NMPepbIBUCTbIM.

METp C y>XacoMm NocMoTpest Ha cecTpy, 6bICTpPO CXBaTMN AOKTOpA 3@ PYKY U CO
CTOHOM BOCKJIMKHY/:

- [lokTOop, crnacuTe, cnacuTe cecTpy.. ymonsito Bac! Bo3bMUTe BCE, 4TO
XOTUTe, TONIbKO BblieyunTe!..

— DTO HEBO3MOXHO, rocyaapsb!

- YT0 Xe MHe genaTtb, 4YTO AenaTb?

- MonutbCs, Bawe Benunyectso! bor Bcemoryw, v TBOPUT 4yypeca, a Mbl,
CMepTHble, 6eccunbHbl NOMOYb LapeBHe. [la B NH0ACKOM NOMOLWM OHa Tenepb U
He HYXJaeTcsl, — B3BOJIHOBAHHbLIM FOSI0OCOM MPOroBopwua Aoktop buanoo.

Y uapeBHbl BCKOpe nocfie BO3BpalleHUs rocygapsi Hadanacb aroHMs: OHa TO
MeTaslaCcb M TUXO CTOHana, To 3atuxana. KaptnHa 6blna notpsacaroLwas.

B KOMHaTe yMupatouwen Boasopuiack TULLMHA: NPUCYTCTBYOWME eaBa MOrnm
caepXuBaTb AyLWUBLUME MUX pblaaHusa. MIMNepaTop-OTPOK CTOS1 Ha KONEHSNX;
€ero ot4yasiHme 6b1s10 Y>KaCHO.

BoT ymMupatowas WnMpoKo pacKkpblila CBOM YyXe MOoTyXLWue rnasa u ycrpemumna
MX Ha uapcTtBeHHoro 6parta. Eé nocmHensle rybbl nponeneTanu cnepyouwee: —
MpowawnTe... BCe... [leTpywia... Mbl... C TO6OM...

Bennkas KHs>)XHa He Aorosopwuia, CnoBa 3aMeprin.

NMnepaTop-0TPOK AMKO BCKPUKHYN M ynan 6e3 4yBCTB, @ 3aTeM HECKOJIbKO
AHen npenasasncsi CBOeMy CepAe4yHOMY ropio W cfie3aM, HUKyAa He BbIXoAwun
N3 cBoero kabmHeTa, Tak YTO AOKTOpaA Onacaaucb 3a ero 340poBbe.

Jllobumey rocyaaps, WeaH [onropykos, ero oTeu, a Takxe u OctepmaH
npob6oBanun 6b1/10 YCNOKOUTb rocyaaps, CTapanncb pa3Bieyb ero, Ho BCé 6bIn0
HanpacHo — MNETp O0TKa3bIBa/ACA OT BCAKUX pa3B/ieYEHUN.

Toraa obpatTunmncb K noMowm uecapeBHbl EnnzaseTbl MeTpOBHbI, ynpocuam
€é nobbiBaTb Y rocyaaps, 4tobbl X0OTb HEMHOIO pa3Bfieyb U YCNOKOUTb €ro.

B nocnegHee BpemMs uMnepaTop 3aMeTHO Ox1afeNn K CBOEeN XOpOoLleHbKOM
TETKE M NO HECKONIbKY AHEN He BMAAJCS C HElo.

LlecapeBHa EnnzaBeTa TUXO BOwWwJ/a B ero KabuHeT 1 3actana ero nevyanbHoO

cnaeslliM y OKHa.



- MpocTn, rocyaapb-nneMsaHHuK, 4To s 6e3 30Ba npuwia K Tebe; yXX Oo4eHb
MHe 3axoTesiocb HaBecTuTb Tebsa, rocypapb! Ycnbiwana £, 4TOo Tbl BCE
CKy4aellb, NnevyasauLwbCcs.

- Heyxenun, TéTa JIn3a, MHe BeCesinTbCs Npu TakoMm rope?

- TB0é rope, lMNeTpywa, MMHoBano.

- Kak MumHoBano? Kak MuHOBano? S HenaBHO CeCcTpy MOXOPOHWA... ITa
yTpaTa HU4YEM, HUYEM He 3aMeHuMa! — 1 rocygapb 3annakan.

- Cné3bl? Ctblancb, Metpywa! Cnésbl — aocTtosiHWe pebsAT ManbiX U Hac,
XEHLWMH, a Tbl — rocygapb. He 3abbiBan, 4TO Cfie3aMM U TOCKOK Tbl He
BepHéWb HaTtawy. K yeMy ybuBaTbCs, CBOE 340poBbe NOpTUTL? Beab cMmepTb
- obwnn ygen yenoseyecrtsa. Bce Mbl yMpéM, Bce!

- 4 TOXe ckopo ympy, Jlnsa, ckopo!..

- [onHo, ronybuunk, MeTpywa, 4to Tbl roBopuWwb? Tebe XXNTb HaAo0, XUTb.

- 3aueM?.. [ing koro? KoMy Hy>XHa MOS XU3Hb?

— CTpaHHbl TBOU cnoBa, MNeTpywa! TBOSA XM3Hb HY>XHa MUIIMOHAM NOAEN.

- OgHu cnos.a, Jlnsa, ogHu cnosa. OCTaBmM fiy4dlle roBopmuTb 06 3TOM.

- Xopowo. Ckaxwu, ronybumk Mon, korga xe 6yaer TBoé o0bpydyeHue C
KHSXHOK EkaTepuHon AnekceeBHoW... Heyxenn B cBOEM rope Tbl 3abbinn 1 06
3TOM?

- [a, aa, obpyyeHmne ¢ JonropykoBoun... K HecyacTblo, 9 NoMHio, Jlusa, 370,
MOMHIO.

- Kak K HecyacTbto?.. 84 nnoxo noHumato tebs!

- Yero xe TyT HenoHsATHoro?.. S aymat, Tebe, JInsa, M3BECTHO, 4YTO A He
nobno KHAXHY EkaTepuHy.

— 3a4eM Xe Tbl XXeHUWbCA Ha Hen, lMeTpywa?

- Beab Haao e MHe Ha KOM-HUbyab XeHuTbca. H... 9 xoten, JInsa, XeHnTbCs
Ha Tebe, HO Tbl HE MAELIb 3a MeHS... @ Kak 6bl 9 6bin cyacTine, ecnu 6bl Thi
BbilWa 3@ MeHda! — M MMnNepaTop-OTPOK, B3SB PYKY uUecapeBHbl EnusaseTsbl,
CTan NnokKpbiBaTb €é nouenysmu.

MpexHero XoN04AHOro OTHOLWEHMS K KpacaBuue TETKe Kak He 6biBano; oH Ha
BpeMs no3abblnl CBOE rHeTyLlee rope, U B €ero toHOM cepaue onsaTb 3aropenach

OTpo4Y€eCKas, Yncrad noboBb.



- YTo npexae A oTBe4yasna Ha TBOM cnoBa, lleTpywa, TO U Tenepb OTBEYy.
HeBo3MOXHOE TO Jeno, HeBO3MOXHoe, — TBEpPAO OTBETWIA LecapeBHa
EnnzaeerTa.

- Hy, BOT BnaMWb, BUANWBL?.. 1 — HECYACTHbIW YeNoBeK... JO/IKEH XEHUTbCA
He Ha Toln, KoTopyto N6, @ Ha TOW, KOTOPYHO He Ntbto.

- Tebs HNKTO He CMeeT NpuHyXaaTb, lNeTpyla; He XEeHUCH.

- HeT, A »eHiocb, Ha3no Tebe, uUapeBHa, XeEHKCb Ha [onAropykosomn, —
cepavTo MporoBopwusl MMNEepaTop-OTPOK, O6bICTPO pacxaxuBass MO CBOEMY
KabuHeTy.

- Ha3zno MHe? [1a kKakoe xe 5 3510 Tebe npuymnHmuna?

— Tbl oTBEpria MeHsa 1 Mot NboBb, a C HED BMeCTe U LapcTBo. Pa3se 3TO -
He 37107

- HeT, rocyaapb, B 3TOM HeT 31a. A BOT 6b1210 66l 6071bWKMM 3510M, ecnun bbl g
pelmnnacbk CTaTb TBOEN XeHow. U bor, un ngn... Bce-Bce CTPOro ocyannum 6ol
Hac.

- Beab B Apyrnx rocyAapCrBax XEHATCA Xe M Ha TETKaxX, N Ha ABOKOPOAHbIX
CECTpax, U HUKTO HE OCYXAaeT.

OT1a 6ecepa 6blna BApYr npepBaHa NpuUxoaoM KHA3A Anekces [onropykosa.
METp HaXMypwuncsi; eMy HenpusaTHbl 6blIM Ha 3TOT pa3 U CaM KHSA3b, U ero
npuxoga.

- Tbl UTO, KHA3b? 10 Aeny, 4To NNU? — He CKpbIBas A0caAbl, CNPOCU/ OH.

- [loroga, rocyaapb, Xopowa; He WM3BONMWb N Kyaa-HMbyab npoexaTbCs,
MPOKaTUTbCA? — C MOK/IOHOM OTBETUN KHA3b.

- Ha oxoTy npuwén MaHuTb MeHA? B nec, nobnmxe kK MopeHkam? Tak, 4To
JIN, KHA3b? — XeJTYHO 3aCMeABLUNCh, MPOroBOpwus rocyaapsb.

KHAa3b Anekcer [ONropykoB OMELWW: OH HUKaK He OXxwuaan oT rocyaaps
TaKnX CroB.

- Hy 4TO0 e Monunuwb, KHA3b? B [OpeHKKn, roBopto, NpULLEN MeHs 3BaTb?

- Bond TBO4, rocypapb, Kyaa COM3BOMULWb NoexaTb, Tyda U Noeaem.

- [Ja, pa, noka g eweé He umero ceBoen Bonu... Hy, Kak mMosa nobrumasa HesecTa
MnoXmBaeT, KHSXHa ExkaTtepuHa? — cnpocun mMmnepartop, cAenaB yaapeHune Ha

cnose "nobumas".



- 3ApaBCTBYET, BENMKUW rocyaapb, U WAET TBOEMY LAPCKOMY BenM4ecTBY
cBor pabckuii NOKMAOH. [la TONbKO CKy4aeT, rocyaapb, CUAbHO CKY4YaeT, He
BMAS Tebs, TBOMX NpecBeT/biX OYeEMN.

- Bot wuTto!l.. Chnbiwunwb, JIM3a, KHsXHa EkaTepnHa NO MHe cCKyd4aeT, -
obpatuncsa MNétp kK uecapesHe n gobasun: — Crano 6bITb, OHa NOOUT MeEHS.

- JTiobuT, rocyaapb, Kpenko nobuT. KaxeTcs, cuiibHee CBOEN XWU3HU Tebs
nobur.

- Kakoe pana ™MeHa cuactbe!.. He npaBpga nu, Jivsza? — nonycepbésHo,
noslyHacMewsiIMBoO MNpPOMOSIBU rOCyAapb, KOTOPOro, O4YeBWAHO, 37U 3TOT
pasrosop.

- HeBecte nopgobaet nwbutb CBOEro XeHwuxa, rocygapb, — C Yynblbkoun
npoMonBuia Kpacasumua LecapeBHa.

- Tl Tak gymaewsb, Jlnza?

- [a, rocyaapsb!

- U xeHnxy Toxe nogobaet nobutb HeBeECTY?

- PasymeeTcs, rocygapb!

- A 6onbwWMHCTBO 6pakoB, noXanyn, nNpoucxoaumt He no nwbeu, HO nNO
pacyéTy... He npaBaa nu, KHA3b? BnpoyeMm, 9 roBOpo 3TO HE MO OTHOLUEHUIO K
TBOEW Ao4Yepn; Beab OHA MeHS NbUT... Tak S rOBOPH, KHA3b?
NMnepaTop-oTpoK 6bis1 CUABLHO BO36YXAEH, M roN0C y Hero agpoxarn.

- Focypapb, U Ha camoM pene Tebe Hago 6bl HEMpPeMEHHO Ha Mporysky
noexaTtb, 6naro noroga xopowas, — C y4yacTMeM MporoBopuia uecapeBHa
Ennzaseta lMeTpoBHa, 3aMeTMB TPEBOXHOE COCTOSIHME CBOEro Aep>XaBHOMo
nAeMsiHHUKa.

OH pazapa>kéHHO NpPOLWENCA Mo KOMHATaM U, UCTepPUYEeCKN pacxoxXOoTaBLUUCD,
6bICTPO NMPOU3HEC:

- [a, aa, 9 cenyac noegy... [Npukaxn rotoBuTb fiowlagen, KHA3b, BE3N MeHS
ckopee B cBOM [OpeHKW. HeBecTta MeHs TaM XAET, COCKy4yunacb MO MHe,
beaHsKeuka, BOT 9 1 noeny yrewntb eé. O6bABU, KHA3b, BCEM NPUABOPHbLIM
YmMHaM, 4yTobbl FrOTOBbI 6blIM K HaweMy obpy4dyeHuto, KoTopoe byaeT 34ecb, BO
ABopue, TpuauaToro Hosibpsi. K aToMy AHIO A0/MKHO 6bITb BCE rOTOBO.

[loNropykoB efBa He BCKPUKHYN OT pagocTy.



- [ocynapb, Bawe Benu4yecTBo! — TONbKO M MOr BbIFOBOPUTb OH OT HarsibiBa
pafoCTHOro YyBCTBa. — DTO — Takas 4YeCTb, BE/IMKUK rocyaapb!

- [a, na... Hy, epgemTe... HaBepHoe, nowaan rotoebl. CKopee Ha BO34yX, 4
34ecCb NpocCTo 3a4blXarocb. o cBMAAHUSA, LapeBHa, A0 CBMAaHusa! — n, HepBHO
NporoBopmB 3TU CNoBa, uMnepaTop 6bICTPO Bbilen N3 cBoero kabuHera.

3a HUM, OTBECMB HU3KWW NOKJIOH LecapeBHe, nocnenosan n [onropykos.

- BegHbI Manb4unK, Tbl CIMWKOM PaHO XO4ellb XWTb... CMOTPU, YTOObI 3TO He
npuHecno Tebe Bpena! Xanb MHe Tebs, ronybumk, kpenko xanb!.. Monan Thbl
K [JonropykoBbiM, KakK MyxXxa B NayTWHy, 3anyTtaloT oHu Tebsa, ™Moun
cepAeyHbln, — 3a4yMUnBO nporosopuna Enusaseta lNeTpoBHa, HanpaBnsasach K
BbIXOA4Y, W B ABEPSAX YyTb He CTOJIKHYyNacb C KHA3eM MBaHOM [JONropyKoBbIM.
- LlapeBHa, Kak s paa BcTpeye Cc Bamu!.. MHe MHOro O 4éM Hago
neperoBopuTb C BalUMM BbICOYECTBOM, — PaAOCTHbIM rOJIOCOM NPOroBOPUI OH.
- A MHe c Bamun, MiBaH Anekceesun4d, roBOpuUTb HeYyero n He o yem. Bnpouem,
[aM BaM TakOW COBET; crewwuTte ckopee B [OpeHKM, Baw oTel yexan Tyaa C
rocyaapem. A TO, CMOTpuTe, OH 3aWMET Npwu rocygape Bale MecTo, — C
HaCMeLIKOK NporoBopwusia LecapesHa 1 nocnewuna ynTu.

- HeHaBuMauUT MeHsa uapeBHa, 3Hat. A 3a 4yTo?.. YTo 9 en caenan? M yto 3a
ropbkUM 9 4yenosek? HUKTO MeHs He nbuT, HUKTO. BrnpoyeM, ecTb oAHa
Aywa, KoTopas MeHs u nobuT, 1 xaneet. 3T0O — MOSA HeBecTa, He3nobusas
HaTanbtowka. lNMoeny k Hen, ronybke. A B FOpeHKM 9 He noeay; NycTb OTey

"obcTtaBnset" rocyaaps; s ke 6bls1 BEpHbIM C/IYro eéMy U TaKUM U OCTaHyCb.

VI
Mexay TeM B OAMH U3 Tex AHEWN, Korga B LApCKOM ABOpLE NpoOMCXoannun Bce
pacckasaHHble paHee cobbiTusA, K BopoTaM ycaabbbl fopeHkn pobko noaowén
KaKOW-TO CTpaHHbIN AEpeBEHCKWUIK MapeHb B cepMmsare, nantax m 6onblion
MEXOBOW LUAMnKe; B pyKax OH Aep>an TOJNICTYI0 CyKOBaTyto nasky. Y BOpOT Ha
CKaMbe Cuaen KHSXXeCKWi ABOPOBbiN WrHaT, CNy>XWBLUMIA Bble34HbIM JlakeeM
npu KHs)kHe EkaTepuHe AnekceeBHe, "rocypnapeBoi HesecTte". K HeMy-TO u
NOAOWEN AepeBEHCKM NnapeHb M 0bpaTuncs C BOMPOCOM, AOBOJIBHO TMJ10XO0

MPONU3HOCA pyCCKUE CNOoBa.



— Tbl — 34€LlWHNI, ABOPOBbLIN cryra?

- Hy, pa... Tebe-10 yT0?

- Cenyac y3Haewsb. lNMpexae ckaxXn MHe, Tbl A€HbIM N06ULWL?

- [la KTO e He nbuT aeHer? — C yAnB/eHMEM MOCMaTpMBas Ha CTPaHHOro
napHs C HeXHbIM, "6apCTBEHHbIM" NMLOM, OTBETUN eMYy ABOPOBbLIN UrHarT.

- S pam Tebe nBa 4epBOHLA, @ Tbl NOAN U BbIWM KO MHE CO4a KaMepucTKy
KHsDKHbI EKaTepunHbl AnekceeBHbl, JyHsLwy.

- OyHAwy?.. A 3a4eM OHa Tebe?

- He TBOE neno! MNMony4yan asBa 4yepBoHUA U BblWAM [yHaLwy.

- [1Ba yepBoHUa... [la Tbl UX, Yai, 1 B rnNasa-To He BUAbIBaNA, — Npe3puUTenbLHO
ocMaTpuBasi C HOr 40 rosioBbl MapHs, npoMonsun UrHar.

— BOT 4yepBOHUbI, BUAMLWbBL? — N CTPAHHbIN MapeHb, BbIHYB U3 KapMaHa 3unyHa
HECKOJIbKO YepBOHLEeB, NoKasan ux yansnéHHomy UrHary.

ToT HMKaK He Boobpaxan, 4To Yy "KOCHOS3bI4HOrO" 4yaaka HanayTcs
YepBOHLUbI.

- Heyxenun HacToawmne?

— A TO KaKue xe... Bbllwn KaMepucTKy KHSXXHblI — M NOAYYULb U3 HUX ABa.

- Xaun... Cenvac npuseay.

NrHaT 6bICTPO HanNpaBWU/ICS K KHSXXECKOMY A0MY, U CYCTS HEMHOIO BEPHYJICH
K BOpOTaM B COMpPOBOXAEHUW [yHSAWWN, AOBEPEHHOW TFOPHUYHOW KHSDKHbI
EkaTepuHbl.

- KTo M™MeHsa cnpawwusan? Tbl? - obpatumnace OHa C  BOMPOCOM K
noaXxunaasweMmy eé napHto.

Ho ToT, npexae 4yeM OTBETUTb AeBYWKe, Aan ABa YepBoHua UrHaTy mn 6bICTpo
NporoBopwu:

- Mony4yan 3a ycnyry u ctynan: 6onblie Tbl HE HYXEH.

NruaTt, He NnoMHa cebsa oT paaocTn, nyctunca 6exartb OT BOPOT.

- Tak, 3Ha4uT, Tbl 3BaN MeHA? — cnpocuna napHs AyHsa. — YTo Hapo?..

— Tbl He y3Hana MeHs, [lyHawa? — ynblbHyNcsa napeHb, npMnogHuMas C nmua
Lwarnky.

- 'pad... Bawe cmatenbcTeol..

— Tc... YTO Tbl Kpnumwb? Mpea To60OK He rpad, a pycckuit Myxuk... CKaxmu,



HeyXesn BeEpeH CNyX, KOTOpbIN AOWEN A0 MeHA? Heyxenn KHsxHa EkaTtepuHa
Ha AHax 6yper obbsBneHa HeBecToM uMnepartopa [leTpa? — C TpPeBOrow
cnpocun rpad Munesmmo, KOTOpbin, YTOb6bl Nnerye NMpPOHUKHYTb B KHSAXECKUN
3aropogHbln  OM W CBUAETbCA C KHSXHOKW EkaTepyHOn AnekceeBHOW,
HapAAWACA MY>XUYKOM.

Npad eHpux Mwunesmmo, MOMOAOM KpacaBel, COCTOSAN Ha cnyxbe npwu
aBCTPUINCKOM MOCONbCTBE M 6bls1 POACTBEHHMKOM aBCTPUMCKOrO MOCNaHHMKA.
Munnesmmo u KHs)KHa EkaTepuHa ye AaBHO CO BCEM MblJIOM HOHOCTU H06unu
ApYr Apyra v nuTann HaZaexAay HaBeKu npuHagnexaTtb Apyr apyry. Munesmmo
- roToBUNCA NpocuTb y Anekcesa [lonropykoBa pyku ero godepu EkaTtepuHbl,
M BAPYr BCe€ WX NnaHbl 6blnM pa3buTtbl, paspyweHbl: y rpada Munesmmo
ABUNCHA CUNTbHENLLNIM CONEPHUK — MMMEPATOP-OTPOK.

- BepHo, Bawe cuatenbcTtso!.. Haw 6apuH, KHA3b Anekcen [puropbeBud,
CKasblBas, 4YTO CKopo 6yaeT Ha3HayeHO obpyyeHue Halwen KHSXHbl C
rocygapem, — TUXO OTBETUIA AEBYLUKA.

- Bo3moxHo nn? O, mon bor! — ¢ oT4asHMEM BOCKAUKHYN MunesnMo n nocne
MUHYTbl FOPEeCTHOro MON4YaHMa npoaosKan: — MHe Hano BUAETb KHSXKHY,
HernpeMeHHO Hazo!..

- TpyAHO 3TO yCTpouTb, rpad... Beab Haw KHA3b He Benen npmHuMaThb Bac.
OencreutenbHo, Anekceto [JONropykoBy KTO-TO OAHaXAbl LWenHyn npo
OTHOLWeHnsa rpada MunesnmMo C ero Ao4Yepbo, U KHA3b OTAaN NpMKa3 HUKOrAa
He NpuHUMaTb rpada.

- Yctpon, [AyHsA.. BOT Tebe nATb YeEpBOHLEB; YCTPOUWb CBMAAHME, AaM
6onblie, — NpOCUTENBbHO NPOM3HEC Munesmmo.

- [NokopHenwe 6narogapto, Balle CUATENbLCTBO; nNonMaémTe Ha ABOp, TaM U
noaoxaérte. S cCnpowy KHSXXHY M NpoBeay BaC K Hen, — npsiya AeHbrn,
npeaynpeanTenbHO nporosopuna yHswa.

301010 A06bINO rpady Munesmmo cBob6oAHbLIN AOCTYN B KOMHaTbl HEBECTbI
nMnepaTopa-oTpoka — oH 6bi1 TanHO NpoBeaéH [yHswero Tyaa.

Bpemsa 6bino nocneobeneHHoe, M caM KHA3b Anekcen puropbeBuy, U ero
XXEHa-KHATMHSA OTAbIXanu.

—3,Cl,paBCTBy17ITe, KHAXHaA, KaK 4 Cc4acCT/imB, 4YTO ONATb BWUXY BaC, MOA



aoporas! — rnosiHbIM c4acTbs roJIOCOM NporoBopua Mmnesmmo, CTpacTHO Lenys
PYKW Y KHSDKHbl EKaTepuHbl.

- K yeMmy, rpad, 3TOT Mackapaj? — Hacynme CBOW ryctble 6poBu, cripocuna
KHSI)KHA.

- MIHaue Kak 6bl 1 MOI NPOHUKHYTbL K BaM?

— A pa3Be 3T0O TaK Haao?

- MHe Hago 6b110 BUAETb BacC, KHSAXHA, Haao...

- 3auem?

- W Bbl cnpawmnBaeTe? YTO C BaMW, KHSXKHA? S Bac He y3Hatw. Bbl He Ta,
Munas, goporasa Kats, kakot 6biau npexae.

- [Npowy Bac He Ha3blBaTb MEHS...

- He Ha3biBaTb Bac Katen? [la Beab Bbl — MOS MUasi HEBecTa?

- [pexae 9 6blna Balwen HeBeCcToM, a Tenepb S — HeBecTa Apyroro, —
OTBeTUNIa KHSXKHA.

- [Apyroro? bBbiTb 3TOro He MoxeT, Kata! Mbl ganu KnaTBy npuHaasiexartb
Apyr apyry.

- 210 6bINO0 AaBHO, rpad, Korga A xuna ewé y aeaywku B Bapwase. Ho
TOoraa Mbl C BamMu 6bIAM YyTb NI HE AETbMU.

- KHsI)kKHa, TakK Heyxenu npasaa? Heyxenu Bbl pasnobunnm MeHsa? - C
oT4yasitHUEM BOCKNMKHYN Munnesunmo.

- Ha pgHsax, rpad, Ha3HadeHO MOE obpydyeHue C rocyaapem, — He 6e3
[0BONLCTBA Nporosopuna ExkatepuHa.

- Tak npaeaa, npasaa? Bbl oTAaéTe pyKy n cepaue uMmrnepaTtopy-mManbymky?
— OTAalo TONbKO PYyKY, @ MOE cepaue NpUHaaiexuT Apyromy.

— KHsXHa, Bbl UrpaeTe MHOK! — BOCKNIMKHYT Munesnmo.

- [Mpowy Bac, roBopuTe Kak MOXHO Tuwe!.. MoryT ycnbiwaTb, y3HaTb Bac...
Mon oTey 3aecb, B ycaabbe. CoBeTyio BaM, rpad, cKkopee yxXoaAuTe; KakK HMU
TAXKEN0 MHE roBOPUTb...

- HeT, Tak CKOpO s He yuay oT Bac. Beab HEMano BpeMeHW NpoLwno, Kak Mbl
He BuAasnuncb C BaMn. MeHsa He gonyckanu K BaM... B MockBe yxe naBHO LUEN
CNyX, YTO rocyzapb XO4eT XXEHUTbCA Ha Bac, HO § MJI0X0 BEPUS TOMY Cyxy. U

BAPYr Ha OHAX S TOXe yc/biXxan oT CBOero poauda, rpada bBpaTtucnaea; oH



CKasasl MHe, YTO yXe Ha3HayeHOo Balwe obpydyeHwe C rocydapeMm. ITa BeCTb,
KaK OCTPbI/ HOX, KOJibHyNa MeHsa B cepaue! A pewwnn Bo 4To 6bl TO HM CTano
BMAETb BaC, KHAXHa, U TOBOPUTb C BaMu.

- HO K yeMy MOXeT npuBecTu 3TOT pasrosBop? OTel pewwns, 4YTo S AOJIKHA
CTaTb XXEHOM uMnepaTopa, W NMPOTUB 3TOr0 HW Bbl, HX S HUYEro noaesnatb He
moxeM. Cama cyabba pasnydaeT MeHs € BaMu, rpad.

- OT Bac, KHsXHa, 3aBUCUT, N Mbl HUKOrAa He cTaHeM pa3ny4vaTtbcs. Co MHOM
nonaémte, Katdal.. 4 yMuy Bac Ha Kpan ceeTa. Mbl noBeH4YaeMmcs, M Toraa
rocyapb He OTHMMET BacC y MeHs.

- HeT, F'eHpuX, HEBO3MOXHO... [TOMMUTE: BEAb MEHS OXMAAET KOPOHaA.

- YTo 4, Hec4dacCTHbIn, cnbiwy? W Bbl, KaTd, roBopute 3TO MHE, KOTOpPOMY,
6bIBano, Tak cNagoCTHO wWenTtanu npo NboBb, Npo Hawe cyacTbe!.. M Tenepb
M3 BalMX YCT MHE CYXXAEHO yC/blWwaTb CBOW CMePTHbIN npurosop!.. HeT, HeT...
Bbl wyTuTe co MHOW. He Bepto ... Bl ogHOro MeHsa nwbute, Kata, un uapckas
KOpoOHa He npenblaeTr Bac.. Beab Tak, Tak? 3To Baw oTeu-dectontobey
HEeBO/INT BaC MATU 3a rocygaps, a Bbl N0buTe MeHs, OAHOr0 MeHs, U He
pasnbunu...

- CKkpblBaTb He cTaHy, leHpux, 4 n0bn Bac no-npexHemy; HO BCE Xe
Baller >eHOW A Hukorga He 6yay.. [lpowante, leHpux, BaM 6onble
OCTaBaTbCHA Y MEHA HeJsib34... TOro rngamn, otey NPOCHETCA U NMPUAET KO MHE.

- He cTpaweH, KHAXHa, MHe Balw oOTel, CO MHOK OH caenaTb HU4Yero He
MOXET... 1 COCTOI Mpu NOCOJIbCTBE.

EaBa Tonbko rpad MunesmMo NporoBOpual 3TO, KakK B TFOPHULY KHSKHbI
EkaTepuHbl B6exana 6negHas, BCTpeBOXeHHas [yHswWwa v 3a4blXarowmmcs oT
BOJIHEHUSA rOJIOCOM NpoOrosopwuna.

- bepa! CoBceM nponanu Mbl: KHA3b Anekcen FpuropbeBny M3BOMUT cCloaa
naTK.

- YT0, rpad, poxpanucb? FoBopuna 9 BaM, ckopee yxoauTte! — ynpekHyna
KHs>kHa EkaTepuHa cBoero Bo3ntobneHHoro.

- [MoBTOpStO, Bawero oTua s He UCnyratcCh.

- KaTiowa, 4To 370 3a MYXKK y Teba? — BXxoasi B rOpHULY K AoYepu, CpoCun

KHS13b Anekceli [JonropykoB, rnokasbiBasi Ha rpada.



- KHA3b, Bbl He Yy3Haéte MeH4a? — nporoBopun MwuiesnMo, CMeno wu
HacMeLwnMBo rnocMaTpmeas Ha Anekces Npuropbesunya.

- 'pad® Munesnmmo? BO3MOXHO NN? — C YAMUBJIEHWEM N FHEBOM BOCKJIMKHYN
JonropykoB. — 3a4yeM Bbl noxasosanu coga? Yto Hago?

- S Nnpuwén, KHA3b, NOBUAATLCS C BaleWN A0YepPbo, MOrOBOPUTL C HEl.

- BoT kak? [ns TOro nm Hapsaguincb B MYXUUKWA 3UNYH, 4To6bl 0bMaHOM
MPOHWKHYTb B MO AOM?

- [a, Aa, C TOK Uenblo s U Hapsauacsa No-MyXuuku, 4tobbl MHe yaobHee
6b1510 YBMAETLCSA C Bawen nNpenecTHon Ao4epblo.

- CKopee BOH CTynamTe, He TO & MNpMKaxy rHaTb Bac B wWew! - FHeBHO
KPUKHYN KHA3b ANneKcewn.

- MeHsa rHaTb? 'pada Munesnmo?

- He rpada Mwunesmmo s TrOHKO, a MapwuBOro MYXUYOHKY, KOTOPbIA
HEHapOKOM CMefl MPOHUKHYTb Ha MNOSIOBUHY MOEW [o4vepu, rocyAapblHU-
HeBecCTblI.

- baTowka, noTtuwe; 4To Bbl TaKk Kpuuute!l — oCTaHOBMAA OTUA KHSXHA. —
Nnn Bam ornacka HyxHa? XoTute, 4Tobbl BCEe ABOPOBbIE Y3HANIN, YTO Y MEHS B
KOMHaTe nog BuAoM Myxuka 6bin rpad NeHpux Munesanmo? Cama g npusBana
rpada, cama eMy CBMAaHue 34eCb HasHaumna, 4tobbl NPOCTUTBCA C HUM. OH
6bls1T MOMM MWJbLIM XEHUXOM, U, €C/In XOTUTEe 3HaTb, 9 U MO cen 4Yac nbnto
ero... la, aa, nwob6nio!

- OnoMHuCb, KaTtepuHa, 4TO Tbl roBOpPMULWbL! — C YXacCOM BOCKJIMKHY/1 KHA3b
Anekcen, 3amMaxaB pyKamu.

- Ckasana, 6aTiowka, a9 npasay... Cepaue MHe Beneno Tak ckasaTtb. lMpowan,
MOM [eHpuX, MWUMbIN, XenaHHblM Mon, npowan!.. Cyabba pasny4yaeTr Hac, HO
MOé cepaue u Mos nbosb Bceraa 6yayTt ¢ Toboto. S He nepectaHy AyMaTb O
Tebe n Torga, korga 6yay uapuuetro Benukom Pycm, — agymaTtb O TOM c4yacTbe,
KakuM Tbl ewé Tak HegaBHo aapun meHs! Mpowai!.. HeT, HeT, He Tak ¢ To6ot
npowycb s, FeHpux, a BOT Kak, — U KHSXHa EkaTepuHa Kpenko obHana u
nouenosana rpacda Munesumo. — Tenepb ctynan... Ctynan, leHpux!..

pad npunan nouenyem K eé pyke n 6bICTPO BblWEN.

- Ywén!.. Ywén, n HaBek Mbl pacctanucb.. O, MON MUNbIA, MUAbIKL.. = C



pblAaHWEM BOCKJIMKHYA KHSXXHA, 3aKPbIB IMLO pyKaMu.
- OnoMHUCb, KaTepwHa; BeAb Tbl rFONOBY CHSAM@ C MeHs, ocpamuna, — C
ynpéKoM cKa3zan go4vepu KHA3b Anekcen.

- K yemy ynpéku, otey? £, npaBo, He 3acnyxwia ux. Bawen Bone 4
nocnylwHa: s OTBeprja XeHuxa, KoToporo nwbuna mn nwbnw, u BbIXOXY 3a
HEMWUNOro; 4yero BaM eweé Haao? — yTupasd CNésbl, MPOMOMBUIA KHSXKHA
EkaTepuHa.

- Ox!.. Bega c To6ot0!.. Cama He pa3yMmeellb, YTO U roBopulb. Beab TBOM
XEeHUX — uapb, a Tbl uapuuen byaelb.

- C MUNbIM Ccepauy MATY NMoA BEHel — BOT 3TO cyacTbe, 6onblioe cyacTbe!..

VII
Hactynun geHb obpydeHna mmnepatopa [letpa II ¢ KHSXHOKW EkaTtepuHO
AnekceeBHoM [10/1TOPYKOBOMN.
B 6onbwoM 3ane ABOopua Ha NepcuMaCKOM LWENKOBOM KoBpe 6bla1 nocTaBfieH
CTO/, NOKPbITbIN 30/10TOMN MNap4youn, a Ha HEM KOBYEr CO CBATbIM KPeCTOM U ABe
30/10Tble Tapenku c obpydanbHbiMM KonbuamMu. O6py4YéHHbIE AOMXKHbLI 6bln
cToaTb nog 6angaxuvHoMm cepebpsaHOW napynm C 30/10TbIM LWNTBEM; KUCTU
6bangaxvHa aepXxanum BbiCLUMEe NMPUABOPHbIE YMHbI. HanpaBo Ha I wWénkoBoMm
KOBpe CTOS/IN Kpecna AN rocyaapsi U HaseBo — WKUTble 30/10TOM MO 30/10TOMY
bapxaTy Kpecna Ans HeBecCTbl rocyaaps, 4ANns uapeBHbl EnnzaBeTbl [eTpOBHbI,
ana 6abku rocypaps EBaokum OEAOPOBHbI, @ TakXe M ANna Npoymx o0cob
MMNepaToOpPCKOro Aoma.
Obep-kameprep KHa3b WMBaH [1oNropykoB B TOPXECTBEHHOM noesje
OTnpaBuNCa 3a CBoen cecTtpow, EkaTepuHon AnekceeBHOW, HaXoAMBLUENCS B
fonoBnHOM ABoOpLE.
l'ycTag Tonna HapoAda OKpyXxuna Asopeu, O0Oxuaas npuesga HeBecTbl
rocyfaps; TaMm 1 TyT BMOArosioca Benm mexay cobon pasrosop.
- BoT cyacTtbe-To JonropykosbiM npunasiio! MNogn, He yaanu? — nporosopwusi
KaKOW-TO CTEeNeHHbI Kynew C ceaon oknagucrton 6opoaon, obpawasicb K
CTOsIBLLEMY C HUM pPSAOM CTapuKy ¢ 406pbIM, NMPUATHBLIM JINLLOM.

- Ox, Bawa MWI0CTb, NOCMOAMH Kyney, C4Y4acTblo TOMY Heyero 3aBuMAOBaTb.



CuyacTbe Ha 3emsie nepemMeH4YnBo!

- N3BecTHO ecTb... Kyaa e oHO nogeBanochb?

- BOT Tbl rosBopuwb, 4YTO K [OSrOPYyKOBbLIM MPUMNbINO CYACTbe: KHSA3b
Anekceinn puropbeBmy p[04YKYy CBOK o0bpydaeT ¢ umnepatopoMm [letpom. C
nepBoOro-To pasa OHO, MOXaJslyn, U MNOXOXe Ha cyacTbe, a ecnu pasobpaTtb,
CYacTb4a-TO N HeT!

- 3anaaun Tbl, MOYTeHHbIM: "Cuyactbsa HeT!" Kakoro e eweé Haao Tebe
cyacTtba?

- A NpuNOMHK-Ka, rocnogmH Kyney, koraa MeHWwWuWKoB ob6pyumn CBOKO A0Yb
Mapblo C BEIMKUM rocyaapeM, Tak BeAb OH TOXe AyMaJs, YTo cyacT/ineee ero
HeT Ha CBeTe YyenoBekKa...

— Tbl BOT NpO YTO...

- He Hauvano, a KoHeu BeH4YaeT geno. KTo HbIHYe c4yacTnme, 3asBTpa
HeC4YaCTHbIM MOXET 6bITb, — HAaCTaBUTESIbHbIM FOIOCOM MPOU3HEC CTapUK.

- N 6onbwyto Tenepb, 6pateu Tbl Moun, 3abepyT cuny [ONropykoBbl, —
MpOroBOpw/slI Kakon-TO noa)apbl, UCNUTOM 4enoBek C 6neagHbIM NMUOM, B
HarosbHOM nonywybke W B OBYMHHOW LWAMNKe, OYEBWUAHO, MacTepoBOW,
obpalanck K ToBapuly, ToOXKe MacTepoBOMY.

- A Tbl, BaHbka, A3bIK-TO NpUKyCcKU, a B poT Habepu kawun. naam, He nonaam
B CbICKHOWM npuKas.

- 3aueM?.. Tyaa MHe He gopora! A Tbl, BuaHo, 6omnwbcsa [Jonropykosbix?

- KT0 nx He 6outcsa?!

- 51 BOT NepBbI HE ucnyratcb Mx, — Xpabpo nporosopun 66110 MacTeEpoOBOM
BaHbka, HO 340poBas 3aTpelwmHa Mo 3aTblUIKy 3acTtaBuia ero npuKyCcuTb
A3bIK. — 3@ 4YTO AepélbCsa? — CKBO3b 3ybbl cnpocun BaHbKka y NOAMLENCKOrO,
TONIbKO YTO yAapuBLUEro ero.

- Monuu, néc, He To yroamwb Kak pa3 B CbICKHOW MpukKas, Ha nepeaenky
3anjie4yHbIM MacTtepaM, — npowmnnen NoanUencKknin conaar.

- Be3yT, Be3yT! — nckpon npobexano no tonne.

- [Oa roe, rae?

- BoH, BOH! nb He BMAMLWb 30/10TON-TO KapeTbl, Kypuua cnenas?

n OENCTBUTENLHO, nokKasaJincb 30J/104éHble npnaBOpHbIE KapeThbl,



3anpsHkéHHble LYyroM B LWIEeCTb Nlowajaen; oHU Bblnnv OKpPYXeHbl CKOpOXoAaMu,
dypbepammn, rpeHagépamu, rangykamum v naxamu, B 6aucTaBlIMX 30/10TbIM
WKNTLEM MyHAMPaxX W NIMBpPesX; NOBEPHY/a B ABOPLOBble BOpOTa M KapeTa C
LapCKOM HeBeCTon. Bapyr 4To-TO CubHO 3aTpewano, n 6onblas 30104€Has
KOpOHa, HaxXOAMBLUAACH Ha BepXy KapeTbl, CBanuaacb Ha 3eM/l0 W
pasnertenacb sapebesru.

- Hy, 6patubl, 3T0 He K Aobpy, — 3aroBopuaun B Tonne.

- KopoHa cBanunacb C KapeTbl LApCKOW HeBecTbl, CTano 6biTb, CKOPO
JoNnropyKkoBbIM KOHeL, HacTaHeT.

EnBa TONMbKO OCTpbIM 43blK BaHbkuM HeobaymMaHHO NpoOroBopua 3TW CNOBAQ,
CUNbHbIE PYKX ABYX MOJIMLENCKNX CXBATUAIM €ro 3a WKWBOPOT N NoTamn.

- Hy BOT, Tenepb nNoMAyT PpO3bICKX, 3arjeyHbIM MactepaMm npubaBuTCH
paboTbl, N 3a CBOW £A3blK MNapHKOra nNonaTUTCa yBe4ybeM, a MOXeT O6biTb, U
rofloBOM, — CO B340OXOM TMUXO MPOroBOpua Kynew B nucben wybe, cMOTpS, Kak
nonuuenckue Tawmnm BaHbky.

— A 4TO HWM roBopu, 3HaK xyaown! — crbiwanocb B TOANE, rAe BCAKUWA MO-
CBOEMY cTapancs 06bACHUTb NageHne KOPOHbI.

Kapeta c uapckon HeBeCcTOoM OCTaHOBW/MACb Yy noabe3ga AsBopua. MeaH
[JonropykoB MNOMOr cecTpe BbINTM W NpPOBEN eé no NnecTHuue, YCTNaHHOWM
LWENKOBbIM KOBPOM, HaBepX.

Ha kHs)xHe EkaTepuHe 6bino 6enoe rnasetoBoe nnaTbe, WKUTOE 30/10TOM;
AJIVIHHbIE BOJIOCbl 6bIIN 3@BUTbl B YETbIpe KOCbl M YHW3aHbl AparOueHHbIMU
KaMHSIMW; Ha rosioBe ceepkana 6punnnaHTamm n nsympyagamm anagema.

E€ BcTpeTuna BHM3Yy cTapuua-uapuua EBagokmna ®épopoBHa, 6abka rocyaaps,
HO obpana eé€ xonogHbIM B3rnA40M. pn BXxoae KHAXHbI EKaTepuHbl YacoBble
B3/IM Ha Kapay/, a My3blKaHTbl 3aurpanu.

MNpun rpomMe nutasp u Tpyb K HeBecTe NoAOWEN MMNEpPATop-OTPOK U AETCKM
Nto60oNbITHLIM B3rN940M NOCMOTPES Ha Heé.

Bce ctanu Ha cBoM MecTa; My3blka cMoOskna. Apxuenuckon HoBropoackmm
deodaH npuctynun K obpsay obpyueHus.

Mo okoH4YyaHun obpsaga Hadanca 6nectawmm 6an, Ha KoTopoMm "ang

nokKa3saHunsa CBOEro cepae4vyHoro y,ElOBOJ'IbCTBVIFl" npuCcyTCTBOBa/la, HECMOTPA Ha



CBOM CaH, CTapuua-uapuua.

- Hy, BHyuKka MOS Hape4yéHHas, CYMen caenaTb CYaACT/IMBbIM MOero BHyKa-
rocyaaps; Ha 1ebs, Benumkas KHsXXHa, 9 Hagexay Bo3farat, Aa U He 9 oaHa,
a BcA Pycb! — cTporo nporosopwuia oHa, no3apasnsas EkatepuHy AnekceeBHy.

Huyero He oTBeTMNla Ha 3TO UapcKas HeBecTa: OHa yBWAana B 4ucne
NPUABOPHbIX N rocten rpacda NeHpuxa MunesnmMmo B bnecrsaweMm MyHAUpE U,
KaK HU CTapanacb CKpbITb CBO& BOJIHEHUWE, BCE Xe nepeMeHunachb B nuue rnpu
B3rnsiae Ha ceBoero Bo3ntobaeHHoro.

Yepe3 HeCKONIbKO BpeMeHW rpad noAowWwén K Hern B yucne nosapaBnsiBlunX,
HO OHa XONOAHO MPOTSAHY/lA eMy PyKy ANns nouenys, U HW OAWH MYCKYN He
OPOrHyn Ha eé nuue.

Bo Bpems 6ana rpad Mmnesmmo BOCNONb30BasICs Cy4YyaeMm, Korga rocygapesa
HeBeCcTa CO cBoen cecTpon EneHonm HanpaBunacb B AUMBAHHY, 4TOObI
HECKOJIbKO OTAOXHYTb U YCMOKOUTbLCHA, U C MONbbol 06paTtnuncs K Hen:

- KHsa>XHa, ogHO cnoBo.

- HezamMeTHO npuxoauTe B AMBAHHYIO, — HE OCTaHaBNMBasCb, OTBETU/Ia eMy
Lapckas HeBecTa.

Nomeanue Heckonbko, rpad MunesnMo Kpaayymcb NpoWwén B AMBaHHYO. Tam
HUKOro He 6b110, KpoMe EkaTepuHbl [JoONropykoBOW 1 eé cecTpbl.

— 3ayeM Bbl 34eCb? — He AaB 3aroBopuTb rpady, pe3ko npoMosBuia Lapckas
HeBecTa.

- He yTepnen: MHe XOTesiOCb CKa3aTb BaM... YTO... YTO uMmnepaTtop [NéTp He
nobuT Bac, KHSAXHA... [Ipo 3TO A y3Han Cny4arHo.

- $1 310 3Ha 1 6e3 Bac.

- W, HeCMoTps Ha 3TO, Bbl PELUUIUCS...

- [a, u, HeCMoTps Ha 370, 9 pewunnacb 6biTb Lapuueto... OctaBbTe HaAc, rpad
Munesumo, CTynamTe, nHaye Bac 34ecCb MOryT 3actaTb.

— [ycTb KTO X04eT 3acCTaéT, Tenepb MHe BCE paBHO...

- BaM, MoxeT 6bITb, HO He MHe. [polwy Bac cenyac xe yaanutbcsa otcoaa!l -
FHEBHO CBEPKHYB rnasaMm 1 nokasbiBas rpady Munesmmo Ha ABepb, CKaslana
"Benunkas KHs>kHa" EkaTtepuHa.

- Yiiay, cenvac yinay... Ha aHax s yesxato ns Poccum v HaBceraa npouwych C



MockBoto. B cBOEM cepaue, KHSXHa, 9 yYBE3y CBOK CTPaCTHYIO Nt060Bb K BaM.
- Ckopee cnpsiybTeCb 3a [ApanupoBKYy, — TOBENTENbHO Nporosopuna
Lapckas HeBecTa, nokasbiBas rpady MunesmMo Ha OKOHHYIO AparnnpoBKY.
EnBa TONbLKO OH ycrnen cnpsaTaTtbCs, ABEPb B AMBAHHYK OTBOpWIAcb, M Ha
nopore nosiBUACSA KHA3b Anekcen puropbeBud C 6nefHbiM, BCTPEBOXEHHbLIM
NNLOM.

- Hy, cnaea bory! Kak ropa c nneu!.. 4 gyman, ¢ BaMu 3TOT npoxoammell
Mwune3nmo, a ero TyT HeT.

- Kak Buaute, 6aTowka, C HaMWM HUKOro HeT, — HUCKOJIbKO He
pacTepsiBLINCE, TUXO NMPOMONIBUIIA KHSXXHa EneHa.

- Kyaa e mor nogeBaTbCd 3TOT Munesmmo? Beab 9 XOpowo BMAes, Kak oH
IOPKHYN cloAa, CnejoM 3a Bamu.

- 51 34ecb, KHA3b, K BaWwWM Yycnyram, — C Mpe3puTenbHOn YynblbKoun
nporosopun rpad Munesmmo, BbIXOAsS M3-3a APANUPOBKMW.

- Kak? Bbl... Bbl 34eCb?.. Kak Bbl CMeNnmM? — He CBOMM rO/I0COM KPWUKHYJT KHS3b
Anekcen Npuropbesuny.

- Tuwe, KHA3b, HAaC MOryT YCNbIWaTb...

- anTe ckopee B 3a/.. U 9 cenyac cneiomM 3a BaMW, TOSIbKO BOT CKaxXy ABa
cnosa rpady, - obpawascb K ao4vepu, NporoBopusa KHA3b [JONropykos, a
Korga oHW, He NpopoHuB 6onee HU CNoBa, BbIWAW U3 AMBAHHOW, OH CKasan
Munesnmo: - 3HaeTe nu, rpad, Bac 3aBTpa Xe He byaetT B Mockse; ecnu Bbl
CaMu Mo CBOEW BOJIE He yedeTe, TO BAaC A0 rpaHuubl OTAPaBAT C conjaTamu.
CToUT TONIbKO CKa3aTb MHEC/IOBO...

- Ho 3TOoro cnoBa, KHA3b, Bbl HE CKaXeTe - BaM HEBbIFOAHO
KOMIMPOMETMPOBATL CBOK A0Yb... [lJa u BoObLE BalM yrpo3bl HarpacHbl, 8 UX
He nyratcb.. He a B Bawux pykax, a Bbl B Moux. CTOUT TONbKO MHe
HaMeKHYTb Npo Mot N6O0Bb K Ballen goyepu rocygapro, v toraa...

- Yto!.. YTO0 BbI, rpad, Bawe cuatenbcrso!.. Bbl... Bbl HEe 3axoTute rybutb
MO [0Yb... U BCEX HAC? — Cpa3y XXe nepeMeHun KHA3b AfeKcen CBOW rpo3HbIN
TOH Ha 3aUCKMBaIOLLUNA.

- 4 Tak rny6oko nbno Bawy A0Yb, YTO MPOTUB €€ cHaCTbs He nouay...

- §... 9 3Halo... 3Hato, Bbl, rpad, Aobpbl 6e3mepHo... 4 1N BCe Mbl Tak rNyboko



yBaXkaeMm Bac...
- O, nonHo!.. 4 o4yeHb XOpOLWO 3HaK, YTO Bbl HEHaBUAMTE MEHSA TakK, Kak
TONIbKO MOXHO HeHaBWAeTb yenoseka... Ho He B TOM Aeno: 4 3aBTpa ye3xato
n3 MOCKBbI, XOTS, NPU3HAKOCb BaM, exaTb MHE He XO4YeTCs, He AOXAaBLUUCDb,
yeM BCE 3TO KOHYUTCS, @ WMMEHHO — >XEHWUTCA JSIn UMnepaTop Ha Bawen
aouyepun?

- PazymeeTcs, xeHutcsa!.. Beab o6pyyeHune yxe coctosnocs.

- O6pyyeHune, KHA3b, — He BeH4yaHue... C MeHWnKoBOM nMnepaTop Toxe 6bin
O6pYyYéH.

- Tedy!.. danace BaM BceM 3Ta MeHwwukoBa!.. [oBonbHo, rpad!.. MHe
Hepocyr. NonaémTe K rocTaMm, MOryT 3aMeTUTb Halle oTcyTcTBme Ha bany! - U,
KakK HM B Y€M He 6biBano, KHA3b Anekcen NpuropbeBuny Noa pykKy c rpacdom
Mune3anMo 13 AMBaHHOW Hanpaswunca B 3an, rae 6an 6bin B NOSIHOM pasrape.
NMmnepaTop-oTpok obpallan Mano BHUMaHUA Ha CBOK O6pYyYEHHYIO HEBECTY U
TaHuesBan 6onblwer 4vacTblo C uapesBHon EnusaseTon lMeTpoBHOW. ITOro He
MOM/IN  He 3aMeTuTb Haxoamswmecsa Ha 6any, wn Hepobpoxenatenu
[loNropyKoBbIX paAoBannCb 3TOMY.

- A Haw rocynapb, KaxeTcs, 6osblle MHTepecyeTCca LecapeBHOW, YeM CBOEN
HeBeCTOMW.

- N HemygpeHO: eé BbICOYEeCTBO UecapeBHa Enusasera [leTpoBHa MHOro
Kpacueee U Munee HapedéHHOM HeBeCTbl rocyaaps.

- Mo BCceMy BMAHO, rOCyAapo He HpaBUTCA KHSAXHaA EkaTtepuHa.

- YANBNATBCSA HAAO, KaK ero BenM4yecTBO U3bSABUA COrlacue Ha BCTYMNeHue B
6pak ¢ [lonropykoBoMn.

- YT0o nopenaewsb: KHA3b Anekcen [puropbeBmy CO BCeX CTOPOH ob6owwén
rocyzaps.

- BpeMeHa MeHWmnKoBa ONSATb BEPHYJINCb K HaM.

- Mpn MeHwunkoBe, noxanyn, nydwe 6blN0 — TOrga Mbl 3HANM NUWb €ro
oAHOro, a 1JonropyKoBbIX MHOMO: MPUXOANTCS YCAYXMBaTb UM BCEM.

- Tenepb [ONropykoBbIX U PYKOK He AOCTaHellb; BbICOKO OHW MOAHSANMUCH,
KyZa KaK BbICOKO!..

Tak BROOArosioca neperoBapuBaninCb Mexay coboto paBoe npnuaABOPHbIX



BEJIbMOX.
- A Bbl, rocnoga, 3aMeTWIW, 3aMeTUnu? — noaxoass K HWUM, TAUHCTBEHHO
cnpocun KHa3b Hukuta tOpbeBud Tpybeukon.

- YT0, YTO TAkKoE?

- Beab rocynapeBa HeBecTa ¢ 6ana BApyr ucyesna, a Bcnej 3a Hew ucyes u
rpacd N'eHpux Munesumo.

— [1a 4uTO Tbl, KHA3b? BOH MAET LapcKas HeBecTa CO CBoen cecTpoun. CMoTpwm,
K rocyaapto nogotiuna.

- N TO, N TO... HY cTano 6bITb, BepHynacb. A 8 BMAEN, KaK OHA C CecTpou
nowna B AMBAHHYKO W CeaOM 3a Hew Tyda XXe Kpaayducb BOWEN wm rpad
Mwune3unmo.

- Kakada aep3ocTtb!

- [oBopAT, rpad Mnnesnmo y KHsXXHbl EKaTepuHbl B XXKeHMXax COCTOosN.

- BoT, BOT, cMOTpuTe — U caM Mwune3anMo NErokKk Ha MOMUHE: oL PYKYy C
Hape4YéHHbIM LLapCKNM TecTeM UAET.

- M TO... noAyMaewWwb, KAKOM Mexay HUMK nag uaét!..

A Mexay TeM KHA3b Anekcen [puropbeBuY, APYXECKW CKa3aB HECKOSbKO
cnos rpacgy Mmnesmmo, oTowén OT Hero n, 0TO3BaB B CTOPOHY CBOEro poauya,
Bacunua Jlyknya [lonropykoBa, 0 YEM-TO AO0JIFO BMOJIr0JioCa FOBOPU C HUM,
NPUYEM HECKOJIbKO pa3 rnokasbiBan Ha rpada Munesmnmo.

— Tbl roBopub, 4TO MUNE3nMMO Ha pPOAMHY CKOPO XO4YeT exaTb? — Cpocun y
Hero Bacunui Jlykunu.

— Xou4eT, Aa 9 He Beplo eMy, He noejer.

- Ha BpemMs npunpsataTtb ero Heob6xoamMmo.

- ToyHO, 6paTel, HeobXxoaAMMO, HO KaK?

- A Kak, g Hay4dy Tebs. ToNbKO 4TO MHe byaeT 3a HayKy?

- CBou noaun, bpartel, couTémcs.

- Tenepb Tbl, KHA3b ANEKCen, Kak HapeyéHHbIM TecTb rocyaaps, B 60sbLLOM
daBope CcOCTOULLb... HAc, cCUpbIX 1 y6ormnx He no3abyasb...

- Yx 3abyay nu? Bcerga Aywon cnyxuTb rotoB Tebe, TONbKO Hayyn MeHs,
Kak oT6osApuUTbCA OT 3TOro NPOKNATOoro Mmnesnmo.

- MoaémM-Ka B AMBaHHYO, TaM Ha cBo604e M NMOrOBOPUM.



Poanymn KHA35 OTNpaBUAMCh AN NEePerosopoB B ANBAHHbLIM ABOPLOBbLIN 3al.
BnobnéHHbii rpad Munesmmo ckyyan Ha NnpnaBopHOM 6any; OH He TaHueBan
N C HeTeprneHueMm Xaasn, Korga KoHumtcsa 6an nm HayHéTCca pasbess, Tak Kak
yexaTb paHee c 6ana oH, Mo 3TUKETY, HEe MOr.

Ho BOT mMnepaTop-OTPOK yAa/WACA B CBOW BHYTPEHHME anapTaMeHTbl, U
MHOIOYUCNIEHHbIE FOCTU CTanu pasbe3xaTbCsa U3 ABopua.

ToTyac xe M MunesMmo NOCNEeWwHO CryCTUACAa NO ABOPLIOBOM siecTHUUE K
noavesay v npukasan no3BaTb CBOEro Ky4yepa.

Mexay TeM 3a 4Yac A0 pa3be3da C 3TMM Ky4yepoM MPOM3OLWEN TaKoW Ciy4dan:
NoAnUencKun oduuep, HaxXoAMBLUMNCS Y ABOPLOBOro nogbesaa, 6bla no3sBaH
B ABOPLOBYIO MPUMEMHYID M TaM yBuAan cekpertaps reHepan-rybepHatopa;
nocneaHun obpaTtuica K Hemy C TakuUM MpuUKasoMm:

- 'pad Munesnmmo, COCTOSLWMM MpPU aBCTPMMUCKOM MOCONLCTBE, XXanoBasncs
MHE Ha CBOero MbsAHOro Kyyepa, KOTOpbIM 4yTb He BblBajsiMi €ro U3 KapeThl;
OTNpaBbTe Kyyepa Ha Cbe3Xyl, MyCTb TaM MNPOCMAUTCHA, W 3aMeHUTe ero
ApYruMm.

- KeMm npukaxeTe, Bawe NpeBOCXOANTENBCTBO?

- [oBOpPIO BaM, ApPYruM... OH XAET Ha noabe3ae, M 3BaTb ero HUKUTON. Bebl
NMOHUMaeTe MeHs?

- Tak TO4YHO, Balle NpeBoCXoAnUTENbCTBO...

- Bbl no3oBéte HWMKUTY, M MyCTb OH BMECTO MbSAHOrO Kyyepa CaguTcs Ha
KO3/1bl KapeTbl rpada Munesumo.

- Cnywato, Balle npeBocxoamMTenbCTeo!

- Hy, cTynanTe, BbINONHANTE NpuKasaHume!

MonMuenckMn B CONpPoOBOXAEHUN ABYX 6yAOYHMKOB pasbiCKan KapeTy rpada
Munnesmmo 1 NoBenNUTENbLHO KPUKHYN Kyyepy MBaHy:

- Cnesan c ko3zen!

- 3auemM, Bawe 6naropoame? — HegoyMeBas, cnpocun VeaH.

- Cnesan, pa3bonHUK, He TO NpuKaxy ctawnTb! Tbl NbsSH, KaHanbs!

- Momunynte, Bawe 6naropoave, A B PpoT He 6epy XMenbHOro, —
ornpasAbiBancs Kyyep, HO BCE Xe cnes3 C Ko3er.

- [la Tbl ewé cMmeelwb CNOpuUTb C Ha4YanbCTBOM? Tak BOT xe Tebe, agbason! — n



340poBad 3aTpewiMHa no wee 3acrtaBuwila 3amonyatb MBaHa. — Beaunte Ha
Cbe3Xylo, 3anepeTb B XOJOAHYK, NyCTb TaM, nNbAHUUA, npocnuTca!l —
npuKasano HavyanbCTBO 6ya0UYHUKaM.

Te cxBaTUAM M NOBESIN HU B YEM HE MOBUHHOIro 6eaHary.

BepHyBWMCb K ABOPUOBOMY noAabesny, MNOJAUMULEACKMA  4YMH  no3Ban
HeBegoMoro eMy Hukuty. U3 Tonnbl Bbilwen 340P0BbIA, NAEYUCTbIN MYX4YMHA B
KyyepckoM KadTaHe.

- {1 6yay HukuTta, 1, — NporoBopus OH.

— TbI? lNpekpacHo: Tbl cBe3éwb rpada Munesnmo...

- 3Hato, Bawe 6naropoane, Kyaa ceBe3tn Tpebyetcs ero rpadckyto MMNOCTb,
3Hato, — nepebuBas NOAMLENCKOro, NPOroBOpuI, YXMbINAasacb, HUKuTa.

- Ctano 6bITb, Tebe ckazann?

— Tak ToO4YHO, CKa3anu.

Korgpa no3ssanu kapety rpacda Munesmmo, K nogbesny ABopua noabexan
Hukuta. Munesmmo He 3aMeTun, UYTO ero Kydep 3aMeHéH ApYyruM, U cen B
KapeTy; NpUABOPHbIA Naken 3axN0onHyN ABeply, U KapeTa rnoHecnach.
Bo3epawasce ¢ 6ana, rpad Tak npeaancs gymam o nobmMon UM aesyluke,
4YTO AaXe N He 3aMeTWs1, YTO ero KapeTa exasla COBCEM He Mo TOW Jopore, no
KOTOPOW cfeaoBano: OH 3aHMMan AOM Ha WMInNbWHKe, a ero Kapeta Hecnacb u3
ABopua no HUKUTCKOMN.

Bapyr pa3mbiwneHns rpada  6buinm HEOXWAAHHO nMnpepBaHbl; fnowaau
OCTaHOBW/INCb, ABEpUbl KapeTbl OTBOPUAUCL, U rpad o4yTUACS Mexay ABYX
HEe3HaKOMbIX €My JI0AeN, CUNbHbIX, 340POBbIX, MO OAeXAE MOXOXWUX Ha
OXOTHWKOB; Y KaXXA0ro 3aTKHYT 6bl1 3@ KyLlakoM NUcToseT.

— Y710 370 3HaumT? KT0 BbI? Kak cMenu? — yauBnssaCb, KPUKHYN rpad mn xoTten
6b110 BbIHYTb M3 HOXeH cabno, HO 340pOBble PYKU CMAEBLUMX C HUM pPSAOM
Naen Tak CUIbHO CXBaTWAM €ro, YTo OH HEeBOJbHO 3acToHasn. — Bbl, Bbl —
pa3boHMKN, BaM HYXHO 30/10TO?

- HeT, — OTpbIBUCTO OTBETWU/T OAUH U3 NHOAEN.

- KT0 e Bbl, KTO? Kyaa Bbl MeHs1 Be3éTte?

- Kyna Ham npukasaHo.

Houb 6bina NyHHad, CBETNAA, U rpad: MunesnMo B OKHO KapeTbl 3aMeTus, 4To



Ha KO3/1ax cmaen He ero Kyyep MBaH, a aopyromn.

"Tenepb 9 noHumar! — nogyman rpad. — 4. 9 nonan B 3anagHto.. Ho K
KoMy? KTO ycTpoun MHe eé&? N 4To MeHs XAET Brnepean?.. Y>Xx He Aeno nm 3T1o
[JONropykoBbIX; He K HUM M nonan a4 B pyku?.. OT HUX oXnaaTb MHe
xopouwero He4yero!"

A KapeTa BCE M4yanacb Bnepén mn nogbexana K 3acrase. Kyuep HukuTa 4to-T0
CKasas 4acoBOMYy, TOT NOAHAN wnarbaym M OToABMHYN poraTky. Mwunesnmmo
X0Ten 3akpuyaTb.

- Ecnm nukHewb, rpad, XoTb OAHO Cf0BO, A Tebsa 3acTpento! — Xono4HO
MporoBopws OAMH W3 HaxXOAMBLUMXCHA B KapeTe, BblHMMasg W3-3a Kyllaka
nUCcToneT.

pad 3aMonk.

3a 3acTaBou KapeTa ondaTb nomMyanacb. Mopo3Has HoYb MMHOBanNa, NOSIBUJICS
cnabblh npocBeT 3MMHero yTpa. Kapeta Bbexana B n1ec, a 3ateM noabexana K
ycaabbe NopeHku.

- A, Tenepb A 3Hat, B YbM pyKM 4 nonan! — ornaabiBas 3HAaKOMbIA AOM WU

ABop ycaabbbl, BOCKINKHYN rpad.

VIII

OencrteutenbHo, rpad Munesammo o4vyTunca B pykax [oONropykosbiX. 3ITO
CNy4YMIoCb TaK: Mo NpuKasaHwuilo KHA389 Anekces 'puropbesuya [Jonropykosa
Kyyep rpada Mwunesammo 6bin 3aMeHEH ApyruMM, W nocnegHemy 6bu10
npuMKasaHo Be3TM MunesnMo He Tyda, rae OH XU, a B MNOAMOCKOBHYIO
JonropykoBbix. [lBa 4yenoseka, ceswune K Munesmmo B KapeTty, 6biau
ABOpOBbIMM [loNropykoBa; UM 6bi10 NpUKasaHo KHA3eM B Cllydae HaaobHOCTU
ynoTpebutb cuny. OHKM, cornacHo npukasaHuto, npmeesnu rpada Mmnesmmo B
[OpeHKM M cpoanu ero B pacrnopsiXeHue KHSAXEeCKOro asopeukoro, EBsces
HaymoBuua.

CTapuk ABOpPEUKWUIK XU MOCTOSHHO B [OpeHKax W SABASACSA yrnpaBUTeNeM
ycaabbbl. OH nonb30Basacsa pacrnosioXXEeHWEM U LOBEPUEM KHSA3S5, HO He
3n0ynoTpebnan aTuM, YecTHO ynpasnssa ycaabbot, OH He TeCHMN ABOPOBbIX U

KPENOCTHbIX MYXWKOB W, WNMEA MSATKNI HpaB, CO BCEMWU CTapalcCd XWUTb



MUpOI6MBO.

Hemano BCTpeBOXW/CA OH, Korga npumBesnu B ycaabby nneHHukom rpada
Mwunesnmo.

- Y10 e, 6bpaTtubl, MHe genatb C 3TMM rpadoMm, Kak 06xoamTbCsa C HUM S
AomKeH? — ob6paTmncsa OH K ABOPOBbIM, NPpUBE3LWNM B ycaabby rpada.

- HaBepHoe, KHA3b Anekcen puropbeBny Hanmncan tebe 06 3TOM BOT B 3TOM
nnucbMe, — OTBETUN CTapuKy OAWMH M3 ABOPOBbIX M Mojasn eMy KHsXecKoe
NMUCbMO.

EBcern nocnewHo BOOPYXWA CBOWM HOC oO4YkKaMn C 60NbWKMMKU  KPYrAbiMU
CTEKNaMm B MeaHOM onpase, nouenosan rnevaTtb, a NOTOM MO CKfajaM Hadan
ynTaTb "KHSXEeCKue nucbmeHa".

Mexay Tem rpacd Munesmmo cuaen B KapeTe, Yy ABepel, KOTOpOoW CTOSM Mo
obenmM ctopoHaMm ans "oxpaHbl" KHSXECKNE OXOTHUKK C PYXXbSAMMK 3a rnjiedyamu.
KHAa3b Anekcen [puropbeBmd Mexay MpoYMM Hanucan ABOPELKOMY
cnepymwouee:

"Nepxwn, EBcen, Moero nOTOro Bopora MunesmMmo noj CTPOrMM KapayJsioMm.
OTBean eMy Ans BpeMeHHOro npebbiBaHns OAHY U3 FOPHUL, BEPXHEr0 XWUMbS,
KOoTOpas noxyxe; ABepb Ao/MkHa O6biTb Bcerga 3anepta M K4y y Tebs B
kapmaHe... Oben emy OTNyckah NpOCTOM, XONOMCKWUM; U TOro, Mo CBOEMY
AesiHUIO, OH, Néc, He CTouT. A ecnun cTaHeT oH aebowmnputb U 6yHTOBaTb, TO
NPUKaxun CBA3aTb €MY PYKWU U U3 FOPHUUbI ANs YCMUPEHUs B NoABan nocagu.
Boobuwe ¢ 3TMM HeMuypoln He uepeMoHbcsa. He Tbl 6ygewb B oTBeTe, a 4... A
rnaBHoe — CMOTpMU, CTapuk, B 06a, 4Tobbl OH He yAu3HyNn u3 ycaabbbl. Thbl 3a
3TO ro/I0BOK MHE OTBEeTULb".

- Hy He 6bln10 neyanu, Tak 4depTn Hakadanu!.. Jlerko ckasaTtb!.. Takyto
ocoby, kak rpad Munesmmo, 9 AOMXKEH NOA 3aMKOM AepXaTb, Kak xosona uim
HeBosibHMKAl.. O Tocnoau!.. [a rae rpad-To? — ynaswuM FOJ0COM CNpOCUN
ABOPELIKNIA.

- [1a BCE B KapeTe cnaur.

- Tak BeauTe ero cioga. S [OOMKEH 3TOro Hemeukoro rpada XOA0MCKUM
o6enoM KOpPMUTb M 06XOXAEHWEe C HUM MMeTb XONlonckoe. DTo ¢ rpadom-To!..

[la B UEM OH NPOBUHUCS NPOTUB KHA3UHbKM? C HalLel KHSXXHOW EkaTepuHoi



3TOT Mune3nMo amMyp MMes, a Ternepb KHSXHY 06pyumnm ¢ uMNepaTopoM; yx
HEe 4yepe3 3TO NIM MPOM30LWI0 YTO-HMOYAb? — BCAYX pasAyMbiBan ABOPELKUMN
EBcen, nogxmnaaa Mmunesmmo.

HakoHeu rpada seenu. Ho TyT aBopeuKuin 3abbln NpuKas CBOEro rocnogmHa
W BCTpeTUN rpada NoYTUTENbHbIM MOK/IOHOM.

- CTtapuk, 3a4eM MeHd NpuBe3nn croaa? — KpUKHys Munesnmo.

- He Mory 3HaTb, rocnoauH rpad.

- KT0 e 6yaeT 3HaTb, KTO? [MOMHM, 9 COCTOK MPU MOCOSLCTBE; 3@ MEHSA U
TBOM KHS3b, N BCe Bbl, BCe CTporo orsetute! — npogosmkan Munesmmo.

— Moel BUHbI HET, Balle CUATENbCTBO: s AeNnato, YTO MHEe NpUKasbiBaoT.

- A ecnu nNpukaxyT Tebe youtb MeHa?

- W yb6bto, Bawe cuaTenbCTBo! 3Hato, YTO CTPaLUHbIA Fpex NpuMy Ha Ayuwy, a
npukKasa TrocnoAcKOro He npecTtynnil, — TBEPAO MpPoOroBopua  CTapuk
ABopeukui. — Hy a noka Ha TO npukasa HeT. MHe TO/bKO BeneHOo AepxaTb
TBOK MWUJIOCTb Ha XOJIONCKOM MOJIOXKEHWUU, NOL4 3aMKOM.

- Moa 3aMKoM? BuaHO, Thl, CTapbii Aypak, U TBOM KHA3b C yMa cownn? Kak
Bbl CMeeTe? 3a MeHs BCTYNMUTCA MOW mMnepaTop. Bbl He cMeeTe nuwaTb MeHs
cBobogbl! - ropauunca rpad MunesmMo, HO 3TO HUYEMY He MOMOrfno, u emy
NPULLIOCb NOKOPUTHLCS.

[BopeuKunii 3anep ero B O4HOW ropHuue 1 K4y B34 cebe.

FfopHMU@ Haxoamnacb BO BTOPOM 3Ta)e KHSXECKOro gomMa M OBLWMpHbIM
KOpMAOpOM OTAenanacb OT APYruX >XWiblX rnoMelweHun. B Hel Haxoaunocb
0AHO OKHO C ABOMHOK pamoto; B yray 6bilamM nocTtaBneHbl NpoCcTas KpoBaTb C
XECTKUM TOMSAKOM, ABA-TpU CTyna U CTON.

Escelt HaymoBMY B TOYHOCTWU BbINOAHWU NPUKa3 CBOEro "KHA3MHbKKN": HUKYyAA
He BbiNycKan rpada, kopmun "cepon" nuulien ¢ XononcKoro crona.

B nepBoe BpeMs MunesnMmo oTkKasblBasaCcs OT Takon nuwm, Tpebosan nydywen,
HO eMy B TOM 6bI/10 OTKa3aHo.

- Y10 XKe, Bbl XOTUTE MOPWUTb MEHS ON0AOM, 4YTO NU? — KPUKHYN rpad,
oToaBuras ot cebs yalKky Co WaMn U3 CBUHWUHBI.

- 3ayeMm MopuTb ronogomM?.. Ecnn 6bl Mopunu ronoaoMm, TO LWEWN TBOEM

MUNOCTM He pJannm 6bl, — CcaMbIM HEBO3MYTUMbIM TOJIOCOM OTBETU/T EMY



ABOPELKUN.

- Ho novimun, ctapas aybuHa, a1 He Mory ecTb BCAKYHO APSiHb.

- HanpacHO Tak roBopuT TBOSI MUIOCTb, XNeb HacywHbIn — Boxunii gap, a wm
[a Kawa - MaTb Hawa.

OnHako ronoa 3acTtaBuil MU3HEXeHHoro rpada Mwunesmmo, npuBbIKWEro K
N3bICKAHHOMY CTOJNY, €CTb U rpybyto nuuly.

Tak npowsao HecKoNbko JAHen, a rpad Mwunesmmo BCE TOMUACA B
3aKtoYeHnn. JINWEHHbIA NPUBLIYHOM MUWKM U BO3AyXa, OH nobneaHen wu
noxyaen, cran pasgpaxutesbHbiM. OH 4acTto pyrascs cO CBOMM "cTapbiM
TIOPEMLUMKOM", KaK Ha3bliBan OH ABopeLukoro EBcesi, n nocblnan NpoKAaATUSA Ha
ronosy Anekces [puropbeBuya, oOTua CBOEN BO31OO6NEHHOW, HO BONEN-
HEBOJIEN MOKOPASICA CBOEN yyacTu W xAasn, Koraa ABepu TeMHUUbl byayT ans
Hero OTKPbIThl.

Mexay TeM BO BCelh MoCKBe BCKOpPE TOJIbKO U FOBOPUIN, YTO O HEOXWAAHHOM
NcyesHoBeHUM Monoaoro rpada leHpuxa Munesmmo. PacckasbiBanu, 4TO
HOYbKD Ha Hero Hananu pas3borHukM U ybunn; nepepasanu TakxXe, 4TO
KpacaBua MunesnMo NoxXmTuia Kakas-ToO Monoaas BAoBa-605pbiHS, a apyrue
roBopuaun, 4to rpad Mmnesmmo yexan Kk cebe Ha poauHy...

ABCTpUNCKkMN nocon rpad Bpatucnas obpaTtunca kK KaHunepy OcTepmaHy 3a
obbaAcHeHneM, Kyaa aesasncs ero poaud, rpad Munesmmo, n Npocun OTbiCKaTb
ero. OcTtepMaH, Kak Mor, ycnokowun bpatucnaesa mn obewan HenpeMeHHO
NPUHATbL BCe HEO6X0AMMbIE MEpbI.

- Moxanyncra, Bawe CuUATENbCTBO, MOCnewnTe, nHade s NpuHyxXaéH 6yay
Aosectn o6 3TOM A0 CBeAeHMs CBOero umMnepartopa, — C TPeBOrom B rosioce
nporosopun Bpatucnae. - [a KpoMe TOro, OTCyTCcTBMe [eHpuxa U
HEN3BECTHOCTb €ro y4dactu CcunbHO 6ecnokosT MeHs NuMyHo. Beab npowso
NATb AHEN, KaK OH MUc4ye3, a 0 HEM HeT HU CyXy HuM ayxy. A 60tcCb, He nonan
v N'eHpux B NoByLKY. Bparoe y Hero 3gecb Hemano.

- Kakune xe MoryT 6biTb Bparn y rpada Munesanmo?

- Bbl caMu 3HaeTe uX, Balle CUATENbCTBO; OHU A0BOJIbHO MOryLECTBEHHbIE.

— KTO >Xe OHW? — NpUTBOPHO YAMBASAACH, Mepecrnpocusa y nocna OCTOPOXHbIN

OcTepMaH. — YBepsito Bac, rocnoauH rpad, g HAYEro He 3Hato.



- Hy, ecnn xotute, 8 Ha3oBy BaM BparoB [eHpuxa. lNlepBblie — 3TO KHA3bS
JonropykoBbl; OHU HeEHaBMAAT eHpuxa.

- 3a 4uTo Xe UM HeHaBuaeTb rpacdpa Mmnesnmo?

— WM 3TO Bbl XOPOLIO 3HaeTe.

- YBepsto Bac, rpad!..

- [loBONbHO, Bawe cuaTenbctBol.. A - He pebEéHOoK, KOTOpPOro MOXHO
NpoBeCcTM NyCTbIMW OTpuuUaHuUAMU. [la, HakoHeLW, A nonarat, Bbl MPEKpacHO
3HaeTe BCK LWEKOT/IMBOCTb MOMOXEHMS, B KOTOpOE MOCTaBfIEHO 3TUM Balle
NnpaBuTENbCTBO: BeAb WCYe3 He KTOo-HMbyab, a OAWMH W3 npeacTaBuTenen
Hawero noconbcTBal.. Beab 3TO — NMoOBOA K CEpPbE3HOMY AMMIOMATUYECKOMY
KOH(MNMKTY. Bbl obelwaeTe MHe pasbickaTb Moero eHpuxa, BawuWM crioBaM 4
BEPIO M MOTOMY NOKWAAK ABOpeEL HaMosI0OBUHY YCNOKOEHHbIM.

'pad Bpatucnase yexan, a OctepmaH npounsHéc npo cebs:

"[da, Aa, HECOMHEHHO, 3To Jonropykosbl Npunpsatanu Munesumo!.. x genol..
Munnesmmo Haxoauncsa B aMypax C KHSH)KHOW EkaTtepuHol, BOT OHU U3 6053HM,
4TO6bl OH He noMewan MM obBeH4YaTb rocygaps C KHAXHOK, U NpunpaTanu eé
npeXxHero Muaoro Apyxka. Ho Tak OCTaBUTb 3TO HeNb3s, HAZO MPUHYAUTb
[JoNnropykoBbIX BbIMYCTUTb Mune3nMo, MHave MoXeT pa3pasuTbcs bonblias
HenpuaTHOCTb. Haao cenyac xe 06 3TOM neperoBopuTb C KHA3eM Anekceem
puropbeBmnyeM. A BcCero nydwe s KoOe-yTo MnopasBefar OT ero Aoyepwu;
cenyac e noeay K Hen B [0NoBUH ABopel; 6naro Tyaa MHe AOCTyn eCcTb'.
OcTepMaH nocnewmnn K o6py4éHHOM LAapCKON HeBecTe.

KHs>xHa EkaTepuvHa npuHsana ero 4OBOJSIbHO CyX0: OHa 6blna He pacnosioXeHa
K OctepmaHy.

- YTO NnpmuBeno Bac KO MHe? — cnpocusia oOHa.

- 3acBmaeTenbCTBOBaTh BalleMy BblCOYECTBY MOE rnybokoe noyteHue, — npum
3TUX cnoBax AHapen WMBaHOBMY HMU3KO MOKAOHWUACH KHs)KHE EkaTepuHe,
KOTOpas Tenepb, KaK Lapckas HeBecCcTa, uMena TuTyn "BbicoyectBa". - A
KpoMe TOro, Aymasn BCTpeTUTb 34eCb Bawero 6aTiowky, KHA38 Anekces
puropbesunya.

- OTua HeT... OH Kyaa-To yexarl.

- Kak xanb!.. Begb geno-to y MeHs KpaVIHe BaXHO€ N CrielHoeE.



- Ecnn He cekpeT, ckaxuTe.

- OT Bac, Balle BbICOYECTBO, CceKpeToB 6bITb HE MOXET; Bbl, Kak b6yayuias
uapuua, AO/KHbI 3HATb. M3BONUTEe NM BMAETb, Balle BbICOYECTBO, cenyac y
MeHs 6bin rpad Bpatucnas v 3asBMA MHe, 4TO ero poaud, rpad Munesmmo,
A0 CMX MOop He BO3Bpallancsa A0OMOW C npuaBopHoro 6ana, coCTosBLIErocs B
AeHb 0bpydyeHus Ballero BblICOYECTBa, W HEU3BECTHO, FAe HaxoauTcH, — u,
cKkazas 3Tu cnosa, OcTepMaH NpuUcTanbHO NOCMOTPEs Ha LapCKy HEBECTY.

Y Heé 3agpoxano cepaue rnpuv 3TOM M3BECTUM; OHa MOHANA, 4YTO C eé
BO3/1I06/IEHHbIM CNYYMNOCh Kakoe-HMbyab HecdacTbe Wamn, 4To ewé 6b110 bl
y>KacHee — OH nas XepTBOK MeCTM CBOMX BparoB. HeBONbHO BCNOMHMIACh €N
cueHa Mexay Munesmmo n eé€ oTuoM Ha eé obpydyeHun. XoTsa Torga oba oHum
BbIWAW B 3a5 BUAMMO CMOKOMHbIE M paxe nbe3Ho pasroBapuBann Apyr C
ApPYyroMm, oAHaKo OHa, 3Hasa BpaxaebHOCTb cBoero otua K rpady, He O4YeHb-TO
BEpUIAa 3TOMY APYXECTBEHHOMY Ha BWMA OTHOWEHMUIO UX Apyr K Apyry. Mano
TOro, ycnblwaB Tenepb u3Bectme 06 wucyesHoBeHUM rpada, oHa crnepsa
HEeBOJIbHO noAyMana v NOTOM Aa)ke MoYTU yBepwusacb B TOM, YTO TyT AeSl0 He
obownock 6e3 yyactmsa eé oTua.

OnHaKo OoHa XOpoLWO CyMena CKpbiTb CBOE BOJIHEHWE, HU OAWH MYCKYN He
AOPOrHyn Ha eé KpacuBOM, XO/I0AHOM JMUeEe, HO BCE Xe OHa KaK-TO r/1yXo
cnpocuna:

- Hy n uto0 xe?

- 'padd BpaTtucnae npocus MNPUHATbL Mepbl K pasblCKaHUio Mwunesumo, -
oTBeTMn e AHapen IBaHOBUY M Npu 3TOM nogymann:

"YT1o Xe 3T0? Hukakoro cMmyweHuns? Hu BOMTHEHUS, HU UCMyra He BMAHO Ha
nvue KHsDKHbI? S ayMan nopasuTtb e€ m3BectmeM, 4to Munesmmo nponarni...
Nnn KHSXHa XUTpa M CKPbITHA, WK BCE CAYXM O e€ OTHOLWEHUSAX K KpacaBuy
Munesmmo - noxb".

- Mpn 4éM e MOWM oTel? — CnNpocusia B 3TOT MOMEHT KHsXHa. — OTbICKaTb
Mwune3nmo, HanmacTb Ha ero cnej — 3To Aen0o NMoJNLUU U CbILLMKOB.

- S xenan 6bl, Balwe BbICOYECTBO, MOCOBETOBATbCA C KHA3eM AnekceeMm
puropbeBnyeM, ycabixaTb ero MHeHue o6 aTom gene... Beab rpad Bpatucnas

HacTosiTeNbHO TpebyeT, YTo6bl MUIEe3MMo 6bi1 pa3biCKaH.



OnHaKo KHSXHa pewusia CNOKOMHO A0BECTU A0 KOHUA B3ATYH Ha cebs ponb,
a NoToOMYy XOJI04HO BO3paswunia:

— CTpaHHo... Munesmmo Mor yexaTb Ha CBOK pPOAUHY.

— DTOro, Balle BbICOYECTBO, 6bITb He MOXeT. 'pad He noepet npsimMo ¢ 6ana
3a TbiCAYYy BEpPCT.

- [a, [a, Bbl npasbl. Tak 4yTO Xe MOr/I0 CAY4YUTbCA C HUM? — 3aQyM4YMBO
nporosopwuia KHAXHa ExkaTtepuHa.

- BOoT 3TO0-TO M Hapo y3HaTb, Bawe BbicovecTBo! O4yeHb Xanew, 4YTo He
3actan Bawero 6aTtiowkn! XoTen crnpocuTb €ro coBeTa, HO, K COoXaleHwuto,
OOJDKEH crnewmnTb.

AHApen ViBaHOBMY OTKNAHSAACSA LAPCKOM HeBecTe M, noobellaB 3aexaTb A4
NneperoBopoB C KHA3eM AnekceeM puropbeBmnyYeM B Apyron pas, yexan.

- OTO - HenpeMeHHO Jeno otua u 6pata WMBaHa; OHWM Kyaa-HUbyab
cnposaaunu NeHpuxa v, HaBepHoe, TOMAT ero B Hesosne. beagHbln Mo MeHpux!
Hano BO uto 6bl TO HWM CTano CnacTu ero, BblpyuuTb. H... 9 3acTaBalO oTua
BbINyCTUTb eHpuxa! — TUXO nporosBopuia KHsaXHa EkaTepuHa, C BOJSIHEHMEM
pacxaxuBas no CBOEN ropHuLE.

Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO BpPEMEeHU BepHyNCcs AOMOW eé oTeu M, ToT4yac 3aMeTuB eé
BOJIHEHME, HEXHO CNpPOCUII:

- KaTiowa, uapeBHyLwwKa Mos, Tbl Kak 6yaATO YyeM BCTpeBOXeHa? YTo ¢ Tobor?
- CoO MHOK-TO HWYero, a BOT Bbl CKaxuTe, 4TO caenann ¢ rpadom
Munnesnmo? — pe3Ko OTBETUIA KHSAXHA, NPUCTAJIbHO MOCMOTPEB HA HEro.

- Y10 Takoe? Yto Tbl rosopuuwb, KaTiowa? — npuUTBOPSAACH YAMBIIEHHbLIM,
BOCKJIMKHYJT KHA3b AneKcen.

- AX, noxanymncra, He NMpUTBOPSUTEChb, 3TO HU K YyeMy He npuBenéT. Jlydwe
roBopuTe, Kyaa Bbl npunpsatanu Munesnmo?..

- [1o4éMm 4 3Ha? A, NnpaBo, yAUBNAAOCH, 3a4EM Tbl TOBOPULLbL 3TO.

- Tpebyt, 4TOobbI Bbl CeMyac Xxe cKaszanu MHe, rae Mwunesummo! Bbl
6e3yc/ioBHO 3HaeTe 3TO, TaK KakK MMEHHO Bbl NpsiMO C npuasopHoro 6ana
npukasanu yBe3TuM KyAaa-To leHpumxa. OcTtepMaH TO/bKO 4TO 6bIN 34ecb M
caenan MHe gBHble HAMEKM Ha 3TO0. baTiowka, Bbl HeEXopollee Aeno 3agymanu!

3a Munesumo BcTtynuncsa rpad BpaTtucnas; oH TpebyeT, 4Tobbl MeHpux 6bin



pa3bIiCKaH.
- A MHe-TO Kakoe ageno?.. NyCcTb pa3biCKMUBAET.

- [oBTOpPSA0, HE NpuTBOpsInTECk! DTO Bbl NpunpaTann FeHpmuxa 1, HaBepHoe,
Aepxute ero B Heosie. [oragatbcs 06 3TOM HeTpyAHO: Bbl 6ouTech
MunesnmMo u3-3a ero nwbsu ko MHe! [la, Bbl 6bouTecb, 4YTOObI HE BbILWIIO
ckaHaana, 4tobbl F'eHpux He oTOMN MeHs y uapsa-Mmanbymka. A 3TO BO3MOXHO...
- KaTtepuHa, ONOMHUCB! — C y>XaCOM BOCKJ/IMKHYJT KHA3b.

- [a, na, Bo3MOXHO!.. Beab s cama nwobnio NeHpuxa U, ecnn HyxXHoO byaer,
CKaXy 0 TOM Jaxxe CaMOMY XeHUXy-rocyaapto, — TBEpAO NporoBopusia KHAXHa
ExkaTepuHa.

- Monuu, Mmonuun; noacnywaTb MOryT.

- Ecnn Bbl He BbinycTuTe [eHpuxa, s Ha BCE nNonay, HWU npea 4Yem He
ocTaHoBncb! He aymanTe, 4TO MeHsA npenbwaeTr BO3MOXHOCTb CTaTb
MMnepaTpuuerd, YTo 3TO cAeNnaeT MeHs cyacTAuMBOW. HeT Ana MeHsa c4yacTtbs,
Bbl, OTel, OTHSAAM ero y MeHs!.. Bbl pa3zbunm MO XM3Hb, a Tenepb XOTuTe
caenatb HecyacTHbIM U TeHpuxa. Ho 3TO BaM He yaacTcs. [loBopuTe xe, Kyaa
Bbl npunpsatanu FeHpuxa? Bbl MonuuTe? XOpowo, s cendvac xe nonay K
rocyaapto M NOBUHIOCb €My, YTO BbIXOXY 3a Hero 6e3 nbsu, 4to a4 Nwbnw
ApYyroro, — v, NPoOroBOpmB 3TN CN0Ba, KHSXHa 6bICTPO HanpaBwuiach K ABeEpMW.

- OctaHoBucb, 6e3yMHas! S ckaxy Tebe, rae Munesmmo. OH B FOpeHKax; 3TO
s NpuKasan CcBe3TW ero Tyaa, - C rAybokuMM B340OXOM OTBETWUNT Anekcen
puropbesny.

- Cenyac e nownute npukas BbiNyCTUTb rpada n npmesestm B MockBy. He
bontecb: Munesanmo Bam He nomewaeT.. CerogHsa Bbl ero BbINyCTUTE, a
3aBTpa OH HaBcerga yeaet u3 MoOCKBbI.

- Yepet nn, KaTtowa?

- 5 roBopro: yepet. YTto ewé BaM HYXHO? lMownuTe e npukas BbIMYyCTUTb
Munesnmo! — roslocom, He AONYCKAKLWMM BO3paXKeHUd, cKkasana oTuy KHSXKHa.
- Cenuac, cenyac! — NOKOpPHO OTBETUN KHSA3b.

Mexay Tem rpad MunesmMo TOMUACS B CBOEM 3aK/IIOYEHUUM U HUKAK HE MOr
NPUMUPUTBLCA C rPYHBON pyCcCKOM NULLEN; K LWaM U Kawe OH NuTan vyTb /1N He

oTBpaweHue. Korga emy Hapoenano cuaeTb noA 3aMKOM, OH MpWHMMarcs



6apabaHnTb B ABepb pykamum u Horamu. Bxoaun asopeukuii EBcen, n mexay
HUMWN Ha4YMHaNOCb NpenuMpaTenbCTBO.

- Hy 4To BaM Hapo? — cNpocua Npu OAHOM M3 TaKMX MOCELEHUN CTapuk. —
YT1o Bbl 6e306pasnTe? A ewwé rpad!

- Mon4aTb, CTapbii agypak! — KpWUKHYn Ha Hero Mwunesmmo. - 4 He Xxouy
cnaetb B3anepTtu!.. NoHMMaewb, He Xo4y, MHe Hagdoeno. Beinyctn meHal.. 4
0305104y TEbA...

— DTO HEBO3MOXHO...

- MNoyemy? Beab 310 OT Teba 3aBMCUT.

- Ecnn 6bl OT MeHs 3aBuceno, 1 A4aBHO OTNyCTua 6bl Bac. 3adyeM Bbl MHe? C
BaMM OoaMH Tonbko rpex! Ho Beab, BbINYCTM 51 BaC, MON KHA3MHbKA MpuKaxeT
6aTtorammn 3abutb MeHs Ao cMepTun. He pganm bor emy nonepeuntb. OH Tenepb
n-n Kakom 6onbwion vyenosek!.. LyTka nu: 6yaywmn Tectb rocygaps!..

- JT0 A, cTapuk, 3Hato U 6e3 Tebsa. Tbl BOT CKaxu, Korga MeHs TBOWM
KHSA3MHbKA U3 HEBOJIM BbINYCTUT?

- [lymato, 4To CKOpO; 3ps AepxaTb He byaeT.

- TpyC TBOM KHA3b, MeHS 60UTCS; NpUBLIK AenaTb BCE NOASOCTbO, 06MaHOM.
HoO ero nocTtynok co MHOK AapoOM eMy He NponAET. S BbI30BY €ro Ha Ay3/b U
HenpeMeHHO yb6blo.

- Tak OH W NpuMeT Baw BbI30B! — nonynpe3puTenbHO MNPOU3HEC CTapuK
ABOpPELKUM.

— $1 3acTaBno ero NpuMHATL, 3acTaBsto!

MoaobHble pa3roBOopbl AOBOJILHO 4acCcTo MPOUCXOAMAN Mexay MunesmMmo u
ABOpPELKMM, TOYHO MWCNONMHSABWKMM nNpukas cBoero 6apuHa, a wuHoraa
KOHYanucb 6paHblo, AOXOAMBLIEN 4YyTb He A0 ApaKu; B36ewWwéHHbIN rpad
6bpocan B cTtapuka EBcess BceM, 4TO nonagasno emy noa PyKy; ABOpPeuKuin
06bIKHOBEHHO peTMpoBasiCa B ABEPb U, NPUXIONHYB €&, 3anupas Ha 3aMoK.
Ecnn Munesumo nomunca B ABepb, EBcen rpo3wn emMy cBsi3aTb PyKU W
CNyCTUTb B noaBasn. DTa yrpo3a okasblBasa CBOE AencTteue, un rpad ycrynan um
ycriokausarsncs.

OaHaxabl, Koraa rpad CTpalHO CKy4yan B 3aK/l0MeHUU, K HeMy BOLWWEN EBcen

M OTPbIBUCTO Nporosopwumn:



- OpeBanTecb, Balle CUATENbLCTBO, Bac cenyac nose3yT B MockBy... Ero
CNATENbCTBO, KHA3b Anekcen MpuropbeBud, BbiNyCKaeT Bac Ha cBoboay; yxe
npucnaHa Kapeta n3 MOCKBbI, C KHS)XXeCKOro ABopa.

- He BepuTcst MHe 4yTo-To!.. HeT nn TyT ondaTb 3anaaHn? MoXeT, MeHs BMeCTO
MockBbl 3aBe3yT B KaKykw-HWbyab rayuwb... Hy aga, BnpoyeMm, MOCMOTpUM, —
HeCKOJIbKO nogymas, Nporosopun rpad v ctana NocnewHo oaeBaTbCs.

B Tom camonm kapete, B KOTOpou npuBesnn Mwunesmmo B OpeHKW, OTBE3NU
ero B Mockay.

Npad BpaTtucnae 6bl1 CUABHO BO3MYLWEH MNOCTYNnKoM [lonropykoeBa C ero
poanyem MwunesuMmo, rpo3wsl 4YyTb JIM He pas3pbiBOM AUMNJIOMaTUYECKUX
oTHoweHunn AsCcTpun ¢ Poccuen, Tak uto OCTepMaHy CTOMIO HEMaNoro Tpyaa
yroBopuTb €ro, a Takxe rpada Mwunesmmo, MOKOHYUTL Aesi0 MUPOM.
MunesmMmMo HacTamBan Ha YAOBMETBOPEHMM W TONbKO TOraa cornacuncs
npuMmMpuTeCca C Anekceem [puropbesBmyeMm, Korga TOT paspewunst emy
nocnegHee cBuaaHue C KHsXHot EkatepuHoin. OgHako eMy 6bi10 NocTaB/eHO
HenpeMeHHbIM YyC/I0BMEM TOTHaC Xe NOKMHYTb Poccuio.

Y1066l NPOHUKHYTbL BO ABOPEL, B anapTaMeHTbl KHsXHbl EkaTtepuHbl, rpady
MunesMmo nNpuwnocb BbI6paTb NO34HMM Beyep, 3aKyTaTbCA B XXEHCKYH
Wwybenky M NpUKPbITb NLO FYCTbIM ByaneMm. Jllobnumass ropHuUYHas KHSXHbI,
NocBsLWEHHas B eé cepaeyHble TalHbl, BBeNna Mnnesnmo B eé ropHuuy.
KHsaxxHa 6blna 3apaHee npeaynpexzaeHa oTuoMm o6 3toM cBmaaHuu. Cnepsa
OHa HMKaK He Morna rMoHATb, MoYyeMy oTel COorslacuica Ha 3TO, U crpocuna
ero o6 aTom.

- MHe Bonen-HeBoONEN, UYTOObI MU36exaTb Orfackm, a MOXET OblTb, U 4ero-
nnbo xyawero, NpULWIOCh COrflacuUTbCA Ha 3TO CBMAaHue! — rHeBHO CBepKas
rnasamm, nNpoM3HEC KHA3b Anekcen. - Beab 3TOT copBaHey Mwunesmmo
rpoO3naCSa Bbi3BaTb MeHS Ha Ayanb U ybuTb, ecnm s He cornawycb Ha 3TO
cBuaaHue ¢ To60t0. HoO NOMHM, OHO AO/MKHO 6bITb NOCEAHUM.

- AX, BOT Kak, 6aTiowka?.. Hy, Tenepb 9 noHMMaw. NeHpux Kynun y Bac 3TO
CBUAAHME W, KakK BMAHO, LOPOron LUeHOow. Bbl MOCTYyNWUAM C HUM, KakK C
XOJIONOM, KaK C HEeBOJIbHMKOM, JepXxa ero nog 3aMKOM, W B3aMeH

yYAOBNETBOPEHNA, KOTOPOE Bbl o065a3aHbl 6bN AaTb €MY, OH BbITOpProean y BacC



CBUAAHME CO MHOK. AX, Bbl He... — pe3Koe C/I0BO roToBo 6bIf10 copBaTbCs C YCT
KHS>XXHbl, HO OHa BOBpPEMS OMOMHMUNACb U BOCK/IMKHYNa: — beaHsxka MeHpux!
CKO/IbKO OH BbICTpagan u3-3a mMeHsa!.. Ho 9 cymelo BO3HarpaguTb ero 3a a7o!..
- Y10 Tbl roBopuwb, KaTowa?

- [0OBOpPIO, UTO 3a BCE TO 3/10, KaKoe Bbl MPUYNHUIN HU B YEM HE MOBUHHOMY
FeHpuxy, MHe NpuMAETCHa BO3HaArpaauTb ero. U ato s caenato, caenato!..

- KaTowal..

- [loBonbHO, 6aTiowka, poBosibHO 06 3ToM! OcTaBbTe MeEHS; MHe Haao
nobbITb 0A4HON, cO6paTbCSA C MbICNISAMU.

- 4 ynay, KaTowa, yxoxy; Tonbko 06 ogHOM npouwy; He no3abyab, 4To Tbl —
obpyyéHHasa HesecTa uMmnepartopal! - W KHA3b-OTel MensieHHO Bblwen w3
KOMHaTbl Ao4epu.

EnBa 3aTuxnm ero warum, KHs)KHa Co crie3aMun ckasana:

- [ocnogu!.. N 310 - oTeu, oteu! OH Topryet monmm yyscteamu! OH cMOTPUT
Ha MEHS He KaK Ha XMBOEe CYyLLecTBO, a Kak Ha 6e3ayluHYyl Bellb, KOTopas
NMPUHOCUT NONb3Yy €My, ero 4yectontobuio... OH NPOU3BOSIBHO pacnopsKaeTcs
MHOI... f >XWUTb XO04Yy, >XWUTb, @ MHe KajsiedyaT XWU3Hb. [OTOBAT B >KEHbI
Manbuunky!.. K yeMy MHe LuapCTBO, KOraa MHe Hy>XHa /1tob0Bb?

[onro ewé ybmBanacb Tak KHsI)XXHa, HO 3aTeM NOCTEMNeHHOo cTana yTuxaTb noj
B/INSTHWEM MbIC/IN O NPeACTOosIBLUEM CBUAAHUU C NHOOMMbIM Ye0BEKOM.

Bcé 6onee npubnuxancs sBe4yep, M HAKOHeL B KOMHaTy LIAPCKOWN HeBECTbl
Bowén rpad Munesmmo.

C Kakow pafoCTbio, C KaKoK CTPACTHOK t060BbLI0 BCTPETMNA €ro KHSAXHA!

- Munein, munbinl.. Tel npuwén!.. Kak g paga, kak cyactamea! Tbl CO MHOIO,
CO MHOI, MOM eHpux! — BOCK/IMKHYNa OHa.

pad, CTOA nNpea Hew Ha KONEeHsX, NOoKpbiBan €é pyky 6eccyéTHbIMU
rnouenysamu.

- YepeMm otcioga, ybexum! Ysesnm MeHs, ronybumk!.. 4 c TOo60lO rortoBa
6exaTb Ha Kpan cBeTa... Bo3bMu MeHs! be3 Tebs MHe HEeT XXU3HWU, — CTPACTHbIM
rOSI0COM roBopuaa KHsXKHa, obHMMaa Munesnmo.

- O, C Kakon pafnocCTblo 9 yBE3 6bl Bac, KHsXHa, K cebe Ha poaAnHY, C KaKuUM

BOCTOproMm Hasan 6bl Bac cBoer Munonm xedHown!.. Ho - yBbl! — Tenepb



caenaTtb 3TO HEBO3MOXHO, HEBO3MOXHO... Beab Bbl — Llapckas HeBecTa.

- AX, 9 n 3abbina 06 3TOM Mnn, BepHee, xoTena 3abbiTb! [a, Tbl npas,
eHpux, Tenepb U AyMaTb Heyero o nobere: 9 — yapckas HeBecTa. Ho ToNbKoO
XXEHOol rocypaps 9 easa nu 6yay... Beab mMmnepatop He nwobuTt MmeHs; ero,
6eAHEeHbKOro, 4yTb He CUJIOK XOTAT XXEHWUTb Ha MHEe, U YyBCTBYIO §, YTO BCe
3TU 3aTenm MOero oTua M poaumyen OKOHYaTCs AO0BOSIbHO NedyanbHo. Cepaue
rOBOPUT MHE, YTO Lapuuen s HMKoraa He 6yay.

- O, ecnu 6bl Tak 6bIn0!..

- Tak n 6yaet, NeHpux.

- O, B TakOM cny4yae s He yeay n3 MoCKBbl U CTaHy XAaTb.

- HeTt, 'eHpuX, HeT; Ha BpeMs Tebe HeobxoaMMO exaTb, MHaA4Ye MOW oTel
onaTb 3anpayver Teba Kyaa-HMbyAb, @ MOXET 6biTb, U TOrO XyXe — uU3BeayT
T€65, N Tbl NOrMbHeLb.

- 5 He 6010Cb, KHSIXXHA, HM TBOEro 0oTua, HM ApYyrMx CBOUX Bparos.

- 3Hat, leHpuX, Tbl — repoy; HO BeAb TBOW Bparn B OTKPbITbIN 601 ¢ To60oM
He BCTYNAT, OHM M3-3a yrna norybat tebqa. Korgaa Tbl Xo4yewb exaTb Ha
pOAVHY? — CNpocuia KHs)xHa EkaTepuHa, nogasus rnyboknin B340X.

- PaHHWUM yTpoM.

- Moe3xamn, mon NeHpux, yBo3n Motk ntboBb ¢ cobor. O, Kak g Nbaw, Kak
nobnio Tebs!l..

Ewé ponro n crpactHo rosopwnaun BnobnéHHble. Bo ABopue BCe yXe AaBHO
cnanu, TOSIbKO He Cnasiocb KHA310 Anekcero MpuropbeBuYy; OH HECKOJIbKO pas
TUXO NOAXOAWN K 3anepTon ABEepuM KOMHaTbl AOYEPU U NPUKAAAbIBaAN K ABEpU
yX0, CTapasiCb yCnblwaTb pa3roBOpbl KHSXHbI ¢ Mnnesmmo; HO UX pas3roBop
He A0X0AuN A0 YWeWn BCTPEBOXEHHOrO KHA3a [ onropykosa.

- 4Yto xe 310? CKOpPO NM OHW KOHYAT TroBOpUTL? — 6OpMOTan OH. -
MNocTyyaTbcs B ABepb 600Cb — He HagenaTtb 6bl nepenonoxa. OX yX MHe 3Ta
KatepnHa! He 6yab oHa uapckon HeBecCcTon, 3agan 6bl a9 el Tpe3BOHY!
Xopowlo MOE& nosioXXeHue, Hedvero ckasaTtb! [Joyb MuayeTca CO CBOUM
BO3/1t06/1€HHbIM, @ 5, KaK 4acoBOW, Yy ABEpPen CTOK, HEe CMes HapyLwuTb WX
b6eceay... Hy, ecnn KTO y3HaeT, 4YTO B ropHUUE Y AOYEPU HaxXoAUTCS ITOT

3aMOpCKM  nponaoxa Mwuneammo? Beab TOoraa BCE, BCE normbHet! Uy,



KaxeTtcs, yenyrTtca! BuaHo, npowatTcs. Tak n ectb!

EnoBa nuWwb KHA3b yCres OTCKOYUTb OT ABepu U CrpsTaTbCs, M3 rOpHULbI
KHS>XXHbl EKaTepuHbl NoCneLwHo Bbiwen rpad MunesnMo B XeHCKOon wybenke un
nog TrycTteiM ByaneM. B cnegywowen KoMHaTe pABopua ero BCTpeTtuna
AOBepeHHas FOpHUYHas KHSHXXHbI M NpoBoAMNA ero A0 ABOPLOBbIX BOPOT.
3necb rpada Mwunesmmo p[oXumaanucb pPacrnucCHble CaHW, 3anpsiXXEHHble
TPOMKOMN NINXNX KOHEW, N HAa HUX OH Ha cneaytollee yTpo npoTuB CBOEW BOSU

Bblexasn Hascerpa u3 Mocksbl Ha PoguHy.

IX
Ha okpanHe MockBbl, HeBAaneke oT TBEpPCKOW 3acTaBbl, B ryXOM nepeynke
OAMHOKO CTOSi/1 NoslypasBainBLLUNMACA AOMUK C ABYMS HEGOMbLWIMMM OKOHLAMM,
B KOTOpPbIX BMeCTO CTékon 6binu ny3bipu. OH NpuHagnexan crapyxe MapuHe,
C He3anaMsATHbIX BPeMEH NOCEeNBLLUENCSA B HEM.
KTo 6blna ctapyxa MapuHa, OTKyaa OHa rnosiBMNacb — HUKTO U3 eé cocenen
He 3Han. o cknagy cBoero snua, No YépHbIM, HECMOTPS Ha MOXWSble roabl,
BOJIOCaAM M MO Bblpa3uTesibHbIM F1a3aMm, He NoTepsiBlWKMM cBoero 6necka, oHa
Masio NOXoAusia Ha PYCCKyr. ITO ckopee bblna xutenbHuua BocTtoka, XoTs
No-pycckn oHa rosopuna 6e3 npmmecun Kakoro-nmbo akueHTa.
MapuHa ofeBanacb Bcerga B JIOXMOTbS M Xuia B cBoen xmbapke He oAHa, a
C BHYYKOW — CTPOMHOM W KpaCMBOM AEBYLUKOW NeT ceMHaauaTu, NO UMEHMn
Mapycs.
Kakoro npoucxoxaeHusa 6bina Mapycsi, Ubs OHa A0Yb, TOXE HWUKTO He 3Han.
JleT wecTtHaguaTb TOMy Halaa MapuHa OTKyAa-TO npuHecna K cebe B xnbapky
roaoBanylo AeBOYKY, camMa BCKOpMMNA €€ M yXa)kuBasa 3a CBOen "BHy4Kon",
KakK camasi HexHo nwobsuwaa maTb, M B WeCTHaguaTb neT Mapycs pacusena,
Kak Manckasa posa. Crapas MapuHa nwobuna ceow Kpacasuuy, n Mapycs
nnatuna en tem xe. Cama MapuHa ogeBanacb YyTb M He B pybulle, BHYUKY
Xe ofeBana, Kak Kyneyeckyl AeBuuy nnn 605pbilWHIo.
MapuHa n eé BHy4yKa HW C KeM U3 cocenen He O6bliM 3HaKOMbl, BCEX OHMU
CTOPOHUINCL, @ paBHbIM 06pa30oM M BCE XUTENM OKONOTKA YyXXAanucb "ctapomn

KonayHbN" N €€ BHYUKMW.



KonayHben MapuHy Ha3sbiBasiM 3@ TO, YTO OHa XOPOLWIO yMesnia BOPOXWUTb U
ragate o 6yaywem, M cnaBa o €€ ragjanbHOM UcKyccTBe 6bina 6onbluas.
OueHb 4acTto okono eé xubapkm ocTaHaBnmMBanucb 6oraTble KapeTbl W
pblABaHbl C NIMBPEeNHbIMM nakesamm: MapmHon He 6pe3roBanu NOAN 3HATHbIE U
"Bennkme noan mMupa cero", KOTOpbIM XOTesoCb Y3HaTb MpPO CBOK Ccyabby.
E3onnm K Hen n 605pbiHW, peBHOBAaBLUME CBOUX MYXeEW M XenasBline 4YTo-
HMOyab Yy3HaTb MpPO CBOWMX conepHuy; O6biBann y Heé un  60spbiHK
MONOAEHbKME, TOpEeBLUNE XenaHueM CcKopee nopasBegaTtb MNpoO CBOEro
CcyxeHoro. Ho He Bcex npuHMMana MapuHa, 1 MHOITMM NPUXOAUIOCH HU C YeM
OTbe3XaTb OT eé BOpOoT.

OaHaxabl YTpOM MapuHa oTrnpasuiia CBOK BHY4YKY Ha 6aszap KynuTb 4TO-TO
M3 CbeCTHOro, camMa e crana TOonMUTb Ne4vyb M roTOBUTb KylwaHbe. [powno
LOBOJIbHO BpeMeHun, a Mapycs BCé ewé He Bo3Bpawanacb. Crapyxa cTana
6ecrnokonTbCsl, U B KOHLE KOHLOB pewunnacb cama OTNpaBUTbCS Ha MOMCKMU
BHy4Ykn. OAHaKoO, eaBa NepecTynmB MNOPOr CBOEro Xwunuvwa, oHa yBuAaana
Mapycto, ¢ 6negHbIM, UCNYraHHbIM NMLOM 6exaBLuyto K xmbapke.

- babywka, ckopee BOpOTa Ha 3aMOK, 3@ MHOK FOHATCS, — 3aAblxalowmMmcs
roJ1I0COM Nporosopufia Kpacasuua.

- KTO roHuTCca? — cnpocuna y BHYUYKWM CTapyxa MapuHa, 3anupass 3aCOBOM
BOpOTa, a TakXe N ABepb B CBOK Xnbapky.

- Kakune-To napHu. [loMol 9 BO3Bpawanacb nepeynkamm, rae nobnmxke, a TyT
M Hanasan Ha MeHs Kakue-TO Tpoe O30PHMKOB; A OT HUX 6exaTb; OHW 3a MHOM
M Npoxoda He A[aloT; s KpuyaTtb, 3BaTb Ha MNoMolwb, Aa, Ha 6eny, Ha ynuue
Hapoaa-to HeT. N nnoxo MHe, 6abywka, npuvwnocb 6bl, ecnn 6bi, HAa Moé
CcyacCTbe, He BCTYMWJICA 3@ MEHS KakKOM-TO NpOX0oXun oduuep; O30pPHUKK
HEMHOro nooTCTasin, a a9 C oduuepoM Jowsa A0 Hawero nepeynka u
nyctunacb 6exartb; MapHM-TO XOTEeNW 3a MHOW, Aa oduuep o6Haxun CBOK
cabno, rposwncsa, BuaHo, 3apybutb wux... ®yl.. Hukak ayx He nepeseny!..
CTpacTb Kak usMy4unachb.

- Cnacubo oduuepy... A KTO OH, He 3HaeLWb?

- He 3Hat! Cobon HapsaHbIN, C nMua NPUroXunin, NacKoBbIn...

— Tbl 6bI Cipocuna, KTo, Kak 3Bath...



- W, uto Tbl, 6abywka! Yxx Bpems nim MHe 661510 0 TOM cnpawunBaTb?

B 3TOT MOMeHT B BopoTa xmbapkun NocCnbIWancsa CTykK.

- babywka, cTy4arT... KTo 6bl 3T0? — MEHSAACL B 1MLE, C UCMYroM NporoBopuna
Mapycs.

- Yero Tbl B nue-To M3MeHunacb? Yero mcnyranacb? He 6oncsa, a cymero
3awmTnuTh TEbA, B 06MAay HMKOMY He aam! lMonay-ka y3Hakw, KTO CTyYuT B
BOpoOTa.

- He otnupan, 6abywka, He oTnupan!.. MoXeT, 3TO CTy4daT Te NapHu, 4To
rHasINCb 3@ MHOLO.

- He 6omncsa, Mapycs, He 6oncsa! B obuay a tebs He aam.

- Cama g c Tobon, 6abylwika, nomay K BopoTam.

O6e OHM BbIWN BO ABOP.

- KTo CcTyunt? Y10 Hapo? — He cCoBCeM JlackoBO crnpocuia MapuHa, He
oTnmMpasi BOpOT.

- He ciopa nn ykpblnacb AeByLIKa, Ha KOTOPYK HeAaBHO Hamanum Kakue-To
napHW? — NOCAbIWANCSA rosioc 3a BOpOTaMMu.

- babywka, oTnupanh ckopee, 3TO - OH! — 3aAbIXalOWMMCHA OT BOJIHEHMUS
roJlocCOM NporoBopwuia Monodas AeBylwka, Topons MapuHy ckopee oTnupaTtb
BOpoOTa. — OTO - oduuep, YTO 3aWMTUI MEHS OT O30PHMKOB; S MO rO0CY ero
y3Hana. [la uto xe, 6abylwka, He oTnMpaeLwb?

- OTonpuTe, He CO 3/10M K BaM nNpuweén! — nocnbiwanca TUXMA ronoc 3a
BOpPOTaMM.

Mapycsa oToABMHYNa 3acoB M oTBopuaa BopoTta. OHa He owwubnack: y BOpOT

AL

cTosin "nackoBbin" opuuep, BCTYNUBLUMIACA 3a HEE Ha yauLue.

370 6bIn JIEéByWwKa XpanyHoB. MporynmMBascb No TBEpPCKOM, OH Cy4YanHo cTan
cBuAeTeneM, Kak rnonynbsHble NapHW Hamanu C NOowbiMKU NO6E3HOCTSIMU Ha
npoxoamBwyt ¢ 6asapa Mapyclo, BCTYNUACS 3@ QAEBYWKY W Hakasan
O30pHMKOB, yAapuB WX NnawMms cBoek cabnet. HeobblyaliHasa KkpacoTa
Mapycu npousBena Ha XpanyHoBa CU/bHOe BMNevyaT/ieHuMe; eMy HernpeMeHHO
3ax0Tenocb Yy3HaTb, KTO 3Ta JAeByWwKa, M MNO3HAKOMUTbCA C Hew; OH
pasrnsgesn, B KakuMe BOpoOTa OpPKHy/a KpacaBuua He3HaKoMKa, MU,

pasaenaBlinCb C O30pHMUKaMK, nocnewnan K TeéM Xe BOpPOTaM.



Mpoxoas rnyxum nepeynkoMm, XpanyHOB BCTPETUS KAKOro-TO rOpoOXaHWHa u
Cnpocun ero:

- Tbl, 4o6pbIV YenoBek, He 3aeWwHnn byaewb?

- 34eWwHnn, Bawa MUNOCTb, B 3TOM MNepeysike y MeHA eCTb AOMULIKO, —
OTBETWUJT EMY FOPOXKAHUH.

- Tak Tbl, HaBEpPHOE, 3Haellb, KOMY MPUHAANEXUT 3TOT LOMULLKO U KTO B HEM
XWNBET? — 1 JIEByLlIKa nNoka3an Ha MapuHuHy xmbapky.

- Kak He 3HaTb, rocnoguMH 4yecTtHon? B 3Ton xmbapke XMBET KONAYHbS,
MapuHon eé 3BaTb, M OHA, KaK KONAYHbS M raganka, n-u Kak cnasmrcs!

- Y10 Xe, oHa oAHa XUBET?

— C BHY4KOW.

- DTO He Ta /K, Takasa Kpacasuua AeByllKa, TakK YNCTO oAeTasd, YTo cenyac B
BOopoTa Bbexana?

— OHa ” ecTb, rocrnoAuH YecTHOW... TOYHO, KONAYHbMHA BHYYKa C fiMua Kyaa
KpacosuTta. OgHO CNOBO, 3arnsaeHbe AeBKa.

- A Kak eé 3BaTb?

- Mapycen, cupeub Mapbeli... HO Mbl BCce e€ pycankon HasblBaeM. YXK OYeHb
OHa Ha pycaJsiky noxoauT, 0CObeHHO KaK CBOWM KOCbl pacnyCcTuUT, YTO A0 CaMblIX
nat pgoxoaat! HageHeT Ha cebsa 6enbii capadaH, pacnyCTUT BOIOCHI, HY, KakK
€CTb HacTosWwas pycasnka.

- Cnacnbo, nobpbii yenosek, 3a coobuwieHne, 9 NONAYy K KOAAyHbeE, — WU
NéBywka Hanpasuncsa 66110 K XUuwy MapuHbl.

- On, He xo4mn, rocnoauH YyectHon, He xoam! OnyTtaeT Teba cTapas KONAYyHbS
CO CBOEW BHYYKOM-pycankown, okonagyer Tebs.. Jlyywe He xoaum! -
npegocreperasn XpanyHoOBa rOPOXaHWH.

- Hu KonayHui, HWU pycanok s He 60toCb, — C ynblbkow oTBeTuN JIéByLlKa M
HanpasuaCsa K BopoTam MapuHbl.

- DX, MONI0AOCTb, MONOAOCTb! M A0 Yero oHa AOBOAUT: paau KpPacuBOW AEBKU
B KONAYHbWHO JflOroBue rMoweén, — nocMmaTpmeas Bcnen XpanyHoBy, C
cobone3HoBaHMEM NPOroBOPUIST FOPOXKAHWUH.

- Babywka, BOT 3TOT rocnoAuH cnac MeHA Ha ynuvue OT O30pPHUKOB, —

nocnewHo ckasana 6abke Mapycs, nokasbiBag Ha sBowejlero K H1MM BO ABOP



XpanyHoga.

- Cnacubo Tebe, rocnognH oduuep, 6onbwoe cnacnbo, 4YTO BHYUKY MOK He
Aan B obmay! — HM3KO KnaHsaachb JIEBylwKe, nporoBopuna MapuHa. — Ecnm He
nobpesryewb, TO 3anam B Hawy xmbapky!

- OveHb pag, 6abywka! Yctan g, Tak XOTb HEMHOIO OTAOXHY Y Bac.
XpanyHoB nepecTynun nopor >Xwauwa; OHO HWMYEM He HanoMmHasno, 4YTo B
HEM XMBET cTapas KONAYHbS C MOJI0OAEHbKOW BHYYKOM-"pycanoukon".
Xnbapka MapuHbl oTAn4yanacb 601bWON OMPATHOCTLI; He 6biN0 TaM HWU
dunmHa, HM 4Y€pHOro Kota - 06bIYHbLIX aTpmbyToB KOMAOBCTBa. B KpacHoM
Yyr7ly Ha rnoJsike CTOS/IM MKOHbI B cepebpsHbIiX oknagax; npea HUMU Tenaunniacb
namnaga; creHbl 6blIM 4YMCTO BblbeneHbl, Mos TwaTenbHO BbIMbIT. [Mocpean
rOpHUUbl CTOSN pe3HoM AyboBbIA CTOM, @ MO CTEeHaM LWWWPOKME CKaMbM,
NOKpbITble CYKHOM. [leperopogka pasgenssa ropHuvuy Ha ABe MoNOBUHbLI. Bo
BTOPOW ropHuue 6biNo TakK Xe 4YUCTO, KakK WU B MNepBOW; TaM CTOSNU ABe
KpoBaTW C YUCTbIMW MOJSIOFaMM U CO CTEraHbIMW OAEes/laMu; Ha OAHOW crnana
MapuHa, Ha apyron - Mapycs; y Heé KpoBaTb Oblfla MOKpbITa aT/aCHbIM
o4esnioM, a nepuvHa W NOAYWKWM Ha nebsxbeM nyxy; TyT Xe CTos/n wn
YKNaZKa, KoBaHHas XenesoMm, ¢ HapsgamMn Mapycu, n nocrasey C Nocyaomn, B
yncne KOTopon bbinun cepebpsHble Ky6kn n 6paTuHbl.

- Kak y Bac Xopowo, Kakon nopsgok! — ocmaTtpuBas ropHuuy, C yauBleHUeM
BOCK/IMKHYN Monoaon oduuep.

- Y Kakoe xopouwo!.. B yboxecTtBe XUBEM, — CKPOMHO 3ameTuna MapwuHa,
yCaXXuBas HEXAAHHOro roctsa B MNepeaHuMin yron, Ha no4yéTHoe MecTo, U
obpatunacb K BHy4Kke: — Hy 4TO Xe Tbl, X03siMKa Mono4as, CUAULWb MOS4a,
roCcTs XenaHHoro He yrowaews? Cobepu-Ka 3aKycuTb rocTio AOPOroMy, a s
CXOXY Ha negHuk, bpaxku Aa mMeaka npuHecy. A MOXET, BMHUA Xenaeuwb,
rocnoavH odpuuep? M BUHUO Y Hac Hana&Tcs XxopoLuee...

- He xnonoun, MapuHywka, noXxanyncra, He XJ/0MNo4Ynm, — Mporosopun
XpanyHoB.

— Tbl 3HaewWwsb, Kak 1 3BaTb MeHA? — yAUBUIACb CTapyxa.

— 3Har. 3HaK TakKxXe, KaKk N BHYYKY TBOK 3BaTb.

— Tbl, Tbl 3Haellb, Kak MeHs 3BaTb? — YAMBAAsCb, cnpocuna Mapycs vy



NéBywkun. — Kak Tbl y3Has, rocCnoauH, Kak 3BaTtb MeHs 1 6abyLiky?..

- A 9 — KONnayH, Bce3Hanka, — 3acMesncsa XparyHosB.

- Tebe, 6aTioWIKa, HaBepHoe, KTO-HMbyab M3 HAWKMX CocCeaen ckasan, Bedb
Tak? Yaun, MeHs KoNAyHben CTapon HasblBann, a BHYYKY — pycasikomn?

- Tak, Tak.

- M nocne Takumx CfoB Tbl B Hawy yb6oryt xmbapky BOMTM He nobosancs?
CMmen xe Tbl, rocrnognH!

- TaknM yx ypoauncs.

- Hy, 9 Ha BpeMsa BbinAy, a Tbl, Mapycs, He 3acTaBnsn rocta cKydaTb, — W,
CKasaB 3T0, cTapyxa MapuHa Bbillia.

- Ckaxu, Mapycs, Tbl AaBHO XMBELWDb 34ecb C 6abywkon? — cnpocun y
MONOAOWM AeBYLIKN XpanyHOB.

- [1aBHO, o4YeHb gaBHo!.. MHe 6bIn ToNbKO roa, koraa 6abylwka B3si1a MeHS K
cebe.

- A oTUA M MaTb Tbl NOMHULWbL?

- HeT, He noMH1.

- BepHo, oTeu 1 MaTb TBOU yMepnun?

- He 3Hato.

- Kak, Tbl Agaxe He 3Haewb, XWBbl NI OHU? — C YyAMBJIEHMEM CMPOCUN
XpanyHoB. — Pa3zBe MapuHa He roBopuna tebe?

- HeT, He rosBopwuna.

- N npo To He rosopwia, KTO TBOU poauTenmn?

- He rosopuna, — OTPbIBUCTO OTBeTU/IA eMy Mapycs, KOTOpOKh, O4YeBUAHO,
CTann HagoenaTb 3TU BOMPOCHI.

— CTpaHHO, CTpaHHo!

- W cTpaHHOro Hu4yero Het. Beab a9 - pycanouyka; Kakume Xe MOryT y MeHs
6bITb OTey M MaTb? Tbl, rOCNOAMH, HE BepUlb, 4YTO A — pycanka, He
BEPULWbL? — 3340pPHO cripocunia Mapycsa y XpanyHoBa.

- He Bepto, He Bep, — C ynblbkonm oTBeTun en JléBywka, He cnyckas
BNO6MEHHBIX rNas C KpacasuLbl.

Mapycsa 3amMeTmna 3TO, WM CaMOAOBOJSIbHAs YynblbKka MpoMenbkKHyna Ha eé

KpacuBbIX rybKkax.



- CmoTpun, rocnoauH, 6omnca MeHs; 9 — pycanka n Mory ytawuntb Tebs B CBOE
noasoAHoe LapcCTBo.

- Y10 Xe, Mapycs, ¢ Toboto 9 C paaoCTbio nomnay Tyaa, Aa v BCoAy, Kyaa Tbl
noseéub!

- Y10? Unn 5 yxe npenbCTuTb Tebs CBOer KpacoToW ycnena? — npoXuram
J1éByLUKY CTpPaACTHbIM B3rns40M, Cpocuiia Kpacasumua.

— [loBONbHO OAHOrO B3rNS4a Ha TBOK Kpacy, oAHOW TBoen ynblbku, 4TObbI
nontobutb Tebs.

- BoT Tak pgeBKa, cpa3y nokopwia napHs.. ga ewé kakoro, odwuuepa! -
rPOMKO paccMesiBWUMCb, NporoBopuna Mapyca m 6bicTpo cTtana cobupatb
yroweHue.

Ha ctone o4yTUAnCb NUPOrun, XKapeHbli rycb, aiua, MaCco U Apyroe CbecTHoe.
CKkopo BepHynacb C negHuka u MapuHa, npuHécwas dnary ¢ BuHoM, xbaH
6parn xMenbHOM U eHAoBY C MEAOM.

C yauBneHmeM cMoTpen mosoaon oduuep Ha CTON, YCTaB/IEHHbIN pa3HbIMU
ACTBaMU U NUTUEM.

"Takoe yroweHne uMmeTb gan bor kaxgomy! Mwb noHacTtaBunu; XUBYT B
nayyre, a nblOT U efaT, KakK B nasatax KaMeHHbIX. CTpaHHble, 3arajo4yHble
OHM NOAN, HENOHATHbIE. HO 51 NocTapatocb oTragaTtbh 3Ty 3aragky", — nogyman
NéBywika.

A B 3T0 BpeMsa MapuHa obpaTunacb K Hemy:

- Hy, rocTb AOporomn, npowy rnoKopHO xneba u conu oTkywaTb. Mapycs, 4To
cTomwb? KnaHamncs, npocu rocTs.

- He yrowan, xo3simka nackoBasi, 1 U 6e3 yroweHus cTtaHy nnuTb U eCTb, —
nporosopwsl XpanyHoB U MPUHAICA 3@ NMPOr U 3a XUPHOro rycs, 3anuBas ux
6paron n BMHOM, a 3aTeM BApPYr, Npekpawas eCcTb, BOCKAMKHYN: — [locTon,
nocTon, xossatwwkal.. YTo-To nmMuo TBOE MHe 3HakoMmo. H rae-To Tebs suaan.
[a, pa... Jan bor namatu!.. BcnoMmHun, scnomHun!.. 4 sunaen t1ebs B nanartax
LLlepemeTeBbiX BO BpeMsi 0bpyyeHUss KHA3s MBaHa JdonropykoBa ¢ HaTanbemn
LepemeTeBor; Tbl 6blia C ublraHamu, eweé KHA310 MBaHy npeackasana
Ka3Hb... Begb Tak?

- Ownbca, rocnoavH, cpoay 4 B WWEPEMETEBCKUX MasiaTaX HE 6biBana, — TUXO



oTBeTuna MapuHa, 3aMeTHO pacTepsABLUUCD.

- HeT, HeT, Tbl 6bIna TaM, s y3Han 1ebs. [a Tbl He 6oica: Tebsa 9 He BbiaaM.
A Xopowo, 4YTO Tbl YIM3HYTb TOoraa ycnenal!.. MlHaye nnoxo npuwniocb 6bl
Tebe.

- Konu Tbl y3Han, TamTtbCa He 6yay; npasaa, s Toraa HedyasiHHO nonasja B
rpadckne XOpoMbl N XXEHUXY, KHA3K0 MBaHy, cyabby ero Haragana.

- W KHa3b Hukuta Tpybeukon noayumn teba nonyrate MBaHa [Jonropykosa,
Npo Ka3Hb eMy ckasaTb. Beab Tak?

- He 3Hato, C yero Tbl, rocnoauH, KHA3s Huknty npunytan. OH HUYEeMYy MeHS
He noaydan, a ecnn g monsuna MeaHy [JONropykoBy, UTO ero XAET Ka3Hb
nTaa, TO OT 3TUX CNOB 9 W Ternepb He OTCTynakwcb. Henapom MeHs
KonayHben Ha3sbiBatoT. CnoBa MOM Belme: oHu cbyayTcs, He MUHYIOTCS.

Moka XpanyHoB roBopwu/a CO CcTapyxow, Mapycs ywna 3a neperopoaky u
CKOpO BbllW/a OTTyAa B COBEpPLUEHHO APYroM Hapsae: Ha Hen 6bin Haget
6enbln rnaseToBbl capadaH, TOHKOW Kucewn pybalwka obnerana eé€ 4vyaHbIN
CTaH, AJINHHblE BONOCHI BbIM pacnyLlleHbl U neXanu MblWHbIMKU NMPAaAIMMU Ha
nnedyax. OHa TUxo nogowna K JIEBywKe M, NOMOXMB eMy PyKYy Ha rnse4yo, C
ynbl6KOO nporosopuna:

- Pycanka npuwna 3a 1o6010... xoueT BeCcTn Teba B nogBoaHOE LapCTBO.
XpanyHoB 06epHyncs, n KpuK BOCTOpra BbIpBanca y Hero. B 3ToM Hapspe

Mapycs 6bls1a NOX0Xa He Ha pycasiky, a Ha Yy[HOe, HE3EMHOE CYLLECTBO.

X

XpanyHoB ctan 6biBaTb B Xxnbapke MapuHbl YyTb He KaXAbl A€Hb, TaK Kak
CTpacTHO yBNékcsas eé 4yaHou BHyykon. B Mapyce 6bu10  MHOro
TAaMHCTBEHHOrO, HEMOHSATHOro; MO KpacoTe M HEeXHOCTU CBOero nuua, no
06X0XXAEHUIO N pa3roBOpy OHa BOBCE He MoXoAwsaa Ha NPOCTYH AEBYLIKY; NO
BCEMY BMAHO 6b1/10, UTO €€ oTey U MaTb bbbl HEe NPOCTbIMU NOABMMU.

Cama Mapycst HM4ero He 3Hasa O CBOEM MPOUCXOXAEHUN, U XOTS MHOro pa3
cnpawwnsana o6 3ToM y MapuHbl, HO NocneaHsAs oTBeYana yK/JIOHYMBO U NNLWb
OAHaxAbl CKasana cnegytoulee:

- MpnAaéT BpeM4, y3Haellb, BCE y3Haellb.



- [a korpa xe, 6abywka, npnaét ato Bpema?

- Tenepb CKOpO NpUAET, BHY4YKa Muias, noTepru.

- 06 0gHOM XOTb CKaxu, 6abyLuka: XXMBbl I MOM OTEL, C MATEPbHO?

- OTewy, XunB, a MaTb... 4ABHO yMepsia, — OTPbIBUCTO OTBETU/Ia MapuHa u cTana
KyTaTbCsl B CBOW JIOXMOTbSA, NPUrOTOBASISACb YUTHU.

- HO cKaXXn MHe nNo KpanHen Mepe, KakK 3Bann MOK MaTb? A CTaHy MOSUTbCS
3a eé ayuwy.

- Eé 3Banu Tak xe, Kak n tebs, To eCctb Mapben.

— A Kak 30BYT MOero otua? XoTa 9 U He 3Halo ero, HW pa3y He Buaena, a BCE
Xe, no boXxbeMy 3aKOHY, AOJIXKHA O 34paBUUN OTLOBCKOM MOJIUTLCS.

- JT0ro a4 T1ebe He ckaxy, Mapycs, Aa U MONUTbLCS 3@ HEro Heyero: OH He
CTOUT TBOEW MOJINTBbI, HE CTOUT, — CYpOBO MNporosopuna crapasd MapuHa. -
OH - 3HaTHbIA, BaXXHbl 6apuH, HO 37101 U Hexopowuin. OH 6pocun, cosBceM
3abbin 0 Tebe. Y Hero ectb gpyrue goyepu, Tex oH nwobut. [la, na, oH 3/710M1;
CaM 3HaTeH u 6oraT; XUBET B nanatax KaMeHHbIX, YTO ABOpPEL, a CBOI A0Yb —
Tebs, Mapycs, — 3acTaBui XUTb B sladyre.

- Ho 3a uTo Xe oTey He nbuT MeHa? YTo a caenana emy? Beab OH MeHS He
3HaeT, Kak n 9 — ero.

KpynHble cnésbl 6necHyn Ha KpacuBbiX rnasax Mapycu.

- MNpuaéTt Bpema, BCE, BCE y3HaELlb.

- babywka, Tenepb MHe W ropbko, M 60nbHO xAaaTb!.. Jlyywe 6bl Tbl MHe
HWYero He rosopuna.

- W He ckaszana 6bl, ecnu 6bl Tbl C BONpocamMu He npuctana. Hy aa nonHo
roeoputb 06 3TOM!.. Jlyywe ckaxu MHe npo oduuepa, KOTOpbIM Tak 4acTo
NOBaAMIICA K HaM XOAUTb.

- YT0 e Npo Hero MHe roBopuTb? — BCSA BCMNbIXHYB, OTBeTMNa Mapycs.

— 3a4yeM OH NoBaguCsa XoAUTb? YX, KOHEYHO, HE paan MeHS XOAUT OH K HaM,
a Tbl NpuWNacb eMy no Hpasy; BNOOUICSA OH B Tebs.

- Y10 Xe... NyCTb ero.

- Cpaétca MHe, BHyYKa Munias, 4to M Tbl ero nonwbuna? — ¢ ynbibkon
npomosnsuia crapas MapuHa.

- He ckaxy, 6abylwka, 4Tto s JIeOHTMA Kpenko nontbuna, Ho BCE-TAaKM OH



HpPaBUTCA MHe, — OTKPOBEHHO npu3Hanacb Mapycs. - OH Takonm [o6pbin,
NacKoBbIN K cobor Npuroxnii. HeTpyaHo n nonbuTb Takoro MonoAaua.

- CmoTpun, Mapycs, 6eperuce! Ecnn oduuep ctaHeT roBOpuTb, UYTO N06UT
Tebs, — He Bepb €ro /lackoBbiM CNoBaM, He nogaasancs. JIXXKMBbl BCe MOAOALbI
— TO/IbKO N HOPOBAT, KakK 6bl YeCTb AeBUYbIO Crybutb. A C 3TUM JIEBOHTUEM U
eLé oCcTopoxHee bbITb HaA0: HeaapoM OH C JoNropykKoBbiM MIBAHOM ApYXUT.
- Tak 4uTo xe?

- A TO, 4TO [ONropykoBblX, KakK OrHsi, Tebe 60sTbCs HaAO; OHW — HaLMU
3noaen. U TBon J1IEBOHTUIM C HUMM 3a04HO, UX €AUHOMbIWNEHHUK, He nobutb
Tebe 6bI ero Hago, a 6odATbca. A ecnn o nwbBM y Bac AOWNAO, MNYCTb
JleBOHTUM XeHnTca Ha Tebe.

- Mapa nn a9 emy, 6abywka? OH - odwuuep, ABOPSAHUH, @ 9 — CUPOTUHKA
6e3poaHas, — ¢ rnybokum B340XOM NpoMOSiBUa KpacaBuua Mapycs.

- Tbl MO CBOEMY poAy, MOXET, MHOro Bblwe ero. Hy Tak BOT, MOMHU MOM
ckas! lonay 9 Tenepb, a Tbl, Mapycs, cMoTpu: NpuAET TBOM oduuep,
noganblue OT Hero Aep>XXncb, MHOIO eMy He AOBeEPSN.

- Jx, 6abylwka, nNaoxo xe Tbl MeHs 3Haewb! Cebs 9 NOMHIO, N YeCTb CBOIK S
6epery.

MapuHa BbiWwa N3 ceoen xnbapkm, Mapycsa nposoguna e€, a 3aTem, 3anepes
BOpOTa, BEPHY/1aCb B rOpHULY.

HauvHano TeMHeTb. Monogas JAeByllKa 3axrna HOYHMK WM cena,
NPUrOPOHMUBLLNCE, K CTONY.

HeBecénble, HepaaoCTHble MbiCAM 6poanmnn y Heé B ronose. Cnosa "TBOM
oTeu M 3HaTHbIN, U 6boraTbin" 3anedaTnenncb y Heé Ha cepaue.

"OTeu 3HaTHbIM, 6oraTbin; a KTO Xe Mos MaTb? babywka Npo To HU4Yero He
roBopuTt. TONbKO M CKasana, 4YTo Mos MaTb yMepsia U 4To 3Bann eé Mapbein. A
KTO 6bls1@a OHa - s He 3Hat... Hapo HenpeMeHHO Nopa3BenaTtb, NOpa3y3HaTb.
MNpaBaa, 6abywka obewana ckasatb, HO Korga ckaxet? Jlerko nm »xaaTb? 3a
oTua MHe MonuTbCca He Benena. "OH, — roBOpwuT, — 3/10M WU HeMmano Tebe
Hagenan 3na". Kakon xe oTey YYMHUT 3710 poAHOM Aodepu? HeT, aymaeTtcs
MHe, 4YTO BCe MOM Hapsabl MAyT OT OTuUa, Aa U eAuM U NbEM Mbl CNajKo — ToxXe

Ha oTuUOBbl AeHbrn. Beab 666YLUK€ B34Tb Herae, HaBepHOE, O0TeEL HaM



nomoraet".

TyT pasMbllWNeHns MOAOAOW AeBYLWKW Oblin npepBaHbl TUXMM CTYKOM B
BOpOTa.

Mapycs B34pOrHysa, Ho BCE e pelwunna Nno4onUTH K BOpOTaM mn cnpocuna:

- K10 cTyunT?

- 2T0 - 4... 4, Mapycs...

[eByuwkKa y3Hana 3HakoMbIM rosioc 1 oTrnepsa BopoTa.

- 3apaBcTBYn, Mos ronybkal - Beceno npousHEc XpanyHoB, BXoAs B
conpoBoOXAeHnn Mapycu B ropHuLy.

- 3ApaBCTBYM, rocnoaunH!

- Y10 3TO 3HaunT, Mapycsa? Tbl Ha3bliBaewb MeHs "rocnognH"?

— A Kak e MHe 3BaTb Tebsa?

— 308K npocTo J1éson, JIeoHTHEM.

- He nopobaet MHe Tak 3BaTb Tebs. Beab Tbl MHe — He 6paT, He poaunu.

- 1 - npepaHHbIN Tebe Apyr... gaxe 6onblwe: 9 — TBOM XeHUX. XOTb U He
rosopun g ewé c Tobon 06 3TOM, HO y>Xe AaBHO Nopewun B gylie cTaTb TBOUM
XKEeHNXOoM!

— XeHux? Tbl — MOWM XEeHUX? — NMPUTBOPHO YAMBAACH, BOCK/IMKHY/A MonoAas
Aesyuwka. — CMeéuibcs Tbl HAaAO MHOW, cMeélbcsa! — ykopusHeHHO agobasuna
OHa, a caMa u4yTb He 3a40XHysacb OT pagoCTU NpU  HEOXUAAHHOM
npeasoXeHnn J1IEByLLKHN.

OHa 4vyBcTBOBana, 4Yto eé cepaue rotoBo 6bISIO BLIMPLIFHYTL U3 FPpyaun; BCSH
OHa BCEMM MOMbICaMU TaHynacb K JIEBylKe, TaK KakK UCKpeHHe nonwbuna
ero, HO B D>TOT MOMEHT Ha Heé BCE& Xe oKasblBaau BAUAHKE
npeaocreperawowme cnosa 6abywkm MapuHbl, M OHa pewnna npoBepuTb
NCKPEHHOCTb Nt06BM K Heln XpanyHoBa.

Mexay TeM OH, ycnbiwae eé 3aMeyaHue, C HeoOoyMEHMEM, B KOTOPOM
CNblWwanacb N YKOPU3Ha, BOCKUKHYI:

- 47?.. 4 cmerocb? a uto Tbl, Mapycsa?

- PazymeeTcs, cMeéwibcs. [la pasBe XeHuWwbCs Tbl HA Y6oron cnpoTuHke?

— A Tbl OAHO CKa)xW, Mapycsi: xo4yelwb 6bITb MOen XeHow? Mo HpaBy nn Tebe

A? — 1 XpanyHoB CTPACTHO B3r/sIHY/1 Ha AEBYLUKY.



DTOT B3rns4 sicHee C/foB ckaszan Mapyce, 4To €é MUNbIn AeNCTBUTENbHO
NCKpeHHe nbut eé. EE rnasa BCMbIXHYAW, NMUO 3apAesioCb HEXHbIM
PYMSHLUEM, U OHa, MOTYNUBLLUNCb, CMYLLEHHO Npou3Hecna:

- Y710 cnpawmnBaews?

- Tbl MeHs nwobuwb, nwobuwb, Mapycsa? Beab Tak? — BeCb ropsi CTpacTtbio,
crnipocwun J1épyuika.

- Jlo6nto0... PazBe MOXHO He nontobutb Teba?

- A ecnn Tak, To nNycTb npea borom m npea nwabMm Tbl byaewb Moen
HeBecToWn. 'ae TBoOSA 6abywka? A 1 en cemyac ckaxy o6 aTtom!..

- OHa ckopo MNpuAET... MuUnbin, MUNbIK, BUXY, NIOOUWbL Tbl MEHS YECTHOK
ntoboBbI0. A BCE Xe ckaxy, JIéByliKa: He cnewun Ha MHe XeHnTbcsa. O6ayman,
napa nun g tTebe. Beab Tbl MEHS COBEPLUEHHO HEe 3HaelWsb... KTo 4?7 Ybsa aoub?

- 4 mobnio Tebsa, Mapycsa, u 3TOro posonbHO. HeT, ronybka, ceBaabby
oTKNnaabiBatb 8 He 6yay. MNMpaBaa, Npo Hal COK3 A0 BPEMEHU HUKTO He byaeTt
3HaTb — Ha uUapcKkon cnyxbe s, U1 MHOro eweé MHe U Ha HeW, 4a U B POAHOMN
ceMbe YCTpOUTb HaAo, 4Tobbl HaM CBOMM [AOMKOM OTKpPbITO ga cBob6oaHO
3aXUTb MOXHO 6bI10; HO Mbl BCE-TakM noBeH4yaemcss rae-Hubyab B
NOAMOCKOBHOW LIepKBU.

- botocb 5, JIéBywKa, 3TOM cneLwku!

- Yero xe Meanutb? Tbl MeHa nwbuwb, s Tebsa ToxXe; HaM CyXAEHO
npuHagnexatb Apyr Apyry. Hepenu uepe3 ase u 6byaer Hawa cBaabba.
OTknagbiBaTb HaAoNro Henb3s, Mapycsa! Haw rocyaapb B MockeBe npobyaert
HeAOoNro: Nocsie BeHYaHUs C KHSXHOM EkaTepmnHoM OH pewmnn Cco BCEM ABOPOM
B [MuTep exaTb, 1 MHe Toraa NpuAETCa TOXe exaTb...

- N MeHsq, J1éBywka, ¢ cob6oto BO3bMELLL?

- Heyxenun 34ecb 0OCTaBAn? YX M 3axuBEM xe Mbl ¢ Toborw! CuyacTtbe-To,
cyacTbe Kakoe y Hac byaeT! — ¢ yBneuyeHneMm nporosopua Monoaon odbuuep m
Kpenko obHsan Mapycto.

OaHako AeByliKa JIOBKO BbICKOMb3HY/A U3 ero o6baTuil U, BCS BCMbIXHYB,
nporosopwuna:

— Toponnue Tbl o4yeHb, JIEBywka! Beab 5 ewé He xeHa Tebe.

— CKOpO U XeHot byaellb.



- Toraa n obHmMman, a noka... — u Mapycsa wanoBnnBo caenana "Hoc" cBoemy
JIéByLuKke.

OH Beceno 3acMesincd, nNw6HOBHO CMOTPA Ha [AEBYLWKY, a 3aTeM cTan
cobumpaTbCs yX0aAnUTb.

- [Mopa MHe, Mapycs.

- A Beab Tbl XoTen 6abyliky Aoxaatbcs?

- CnewnTtb MHe, ronybka, Hago; 3aBTpa npuay uM C TBoen 6abylikon
neperoBopro O Hawen ceagbbe.

- Mpuxoaun, ronybumnk, 6yay xaatb! A cerogHs s npoBoxy, JIEBywka, Tebs.
Y O4eHb He XO4YeTCs MHe paccTaBaTbCA C To6ow!

- Ox, Mapycs, nydwe He xoau... Kak xe oaHa Tbl 6ygewb BO3BpaLLaTbCa?

- Beab He No3aHO, Aa 1 NpoBOXY s Teba Hepaneko; a MoxXeT, n 6abylwKy Mbl
BCTPETUM.

XpanyHoB n Mapycs BblwWan n3 xmbapku, KOTOpYK AeByllKa 3anepsa Ha
3aMOK.

Ha pBope 6bin1 Hebonbwon Mopo3. TONbKO 4YTO HacTan Beyep, W JyHa
BE/INYaBO BbINblNa n3-3a 06n1akoB, oTpaxas 6ecymcneHHbIMn 6punnmMaHTamm
CBOM CBET Ha MEP3J/IOM CHery.

BnobnéHHble B pa3roBope U He 3aMeTWIN, Kak, Nponasl rMyxoMm nepeynok,
BblWAM Ha bBonbwyw Teepcky ynuuy. Bedep 6bln 3aMaHuuB, noroaa
pacnonarana K nporyske; Mapyce He XOTenocCb BO3BpawaTbCA AOMOM, U OHa
pelmnnia eweé HeMHOro NpoBOAUTb XeEHMXa.

Mporasi HECKOIbKO NO TBEPCKOM, OHW yCnbiXxanu c3aanm cebs KOHCKUA TOMoT,
BECENbIN KPUK M, BbICTPO 06EepHYBLUINCL, yBUAAN BelleHO CKaKaBLy TPONKY
NUXUX KOHEWN, 3arnpskéHHbIX B AOporve caHu. B Hux cmaen noarynssliuvim
KHSA3b VMBaH [JONropykoB; OH He TO nesa NeCHK, He TO TakK Kpu4yan, caM He
3Has 3a4eM.

OTa HeoXumpaHHaa BCTpeda 6blna o4vYeHb HenpusiTHa XpanyHOBY: OH 3Han
OVKUA HpaB KHA35a MBaHa AnekceeBnya B Te MOMEHTbI, Korga ToT npeaasascs
pasryny. Toraa KkHA3b WMBaH AnekceeBny He 3Han YyAepxXy CBOeMy
camoaypcCTBYy U, TaK KakK o4yeHb Ntobun xeHckoe obuwecTBo, He AaBas Npoxoay

HW O4HOMN HpMFﬂFIHYBUJeVICFI XEHWNHE Nnn AeByLlluKe, HECMOTPA Ha TO, YTO OHU



6blM coBCEM He3HaKOMbl eMy. HemMano npoaenok Takoro poaa YMcauaochb 3a
HWM, HO BCE CXOAMNO eMy C PpyK BBMAY WCKAKOUUTENbHOM 64M30CTU K
nMmnepaTtopy. JIésywke BCé 3T0 6bI10 M3BECTHO, @ NOTOMY OH MCMyrasnacs 3a
CBOKO Mapycio — 3a TO, YTO KHSA3b MBaH MOXeT MpUYMHUTL en obuay, a
noTomy, obpawasicb K CBoeln CrnyTHuue, 6bICTPO NpPOroBOpuII:

- Mapycs, yKyTam CBOE nuuo; Hac poroHser WMeBaH [onropykoB, OH
HaBepHsKa y3HaeT MeHs U, 60KCb, MPUBSXKETCA KO MHe. YBMAUT OH TBOK
KpacoTy u bor 3HaeT 4yero HaTBOpUTb MOXeT. Jlyywe, 4Tobbl OH He BuAaAnN
Tebs!

JNésywika He owunbcsa; Korga caHW MOpaBHANUCL € XpanyHoBbIM U Mapycen,
KHA3b MBaH y3Han cBoero npuaTtens M KpUKHY/A CBOEMY BO3HWULUE, yAapssa ero
B CMUHY:

- Cron, cTton, absson!

KoHn BCTanm, un KHA3b MBaH, 6bICTpO BbICKOYMB M3 caHen, noabexan K
XpanyHoBy.

- JIéBywka, Tbl An?.. la n He oamH? BOT Tak CKpoMHuK! Hy, nokasbiBau
CKopee CBOK Kpant! — rpoMKO KpUKHYNn OH 1, 6an3ko nogonas Kk Mapyce,
CTan Harno ocMmaTtpuBaTb eé. — Kak Tebsa 3BaTb, cydapywka? [a 4Tto Tbl
KyTaewb CBOE nnunko? Hebocb He crnaxy!

KHa3b MBaH NpoTaHyn 6b110 CBOKO pyKy, 4TOo6bl NpMNoAHATE € nnua Mapycu
NaaToK, KOTOPbIM OHA HM3KO MOKpPblNack.

- OctaBb €€, MWBaH! - rpomMko nporosopun JIéBywKa, OTCTPaHAA PpPYKYy
Jonropykosa.

- OcTasno, Korga pasrfisaxy, 4to 3a Kpank rnoaxsaTun Thbl...

- Ha, cMoTpun, ecnn tebe HyXHO, — NpUNoOAHMMasa CO CBOEro nAuua nnaTtok,
cepanTo ckasana Mapycs, BO3MyLWEHHasa 3TUM NpUCTaBaHbEM U, HECMOTPS Ha
npeaynpexaeHus XeHmnxa, pelwmsLluasaca AaTb OTrop Harneyy.

- An, an, Kakas Kpacasuual.. ['ae Tbl Takyw noaxsaTtun, JIéBywka? — C
BOCXMLLEHNEM NpOroBopun KHA3b MBaH. — N He cTbigHO Tebe? YTo Xe Tbl OT
MeHs yTaun, 4To y Tebs ecTb Takasa Kpaca?.. bouwbcsa, 4To oT06bI0? [a 4TO
Xe Tbl MOUUWb? CKaXku, AaBHO /1M HALWEN TaKyk Kpasnk?

- KHA3b, CaauCb B CaHW U noesxal CBoen ,qoporoﬁ, a Hac ocTaBb. 3aBTpa 4



Tebe 060 BCEM paccKaxy, a Tenepb He TPEBOXb HAaC, — pPe3Ko MPOMONBUII
XpanyHos..

— OctaBuTb Bac? Hu 3a 4To Ha cBeTe! HeT, NpuATENb-CKPOMHUK, Tenepb OT
BaC A He OTCTaHy; KyAaa Bbl, Tyaa un . Hy, 4dero xmypuwbcs, J1€Bywka?
Ckopee 3HaKOMb MEHS1 CO CBOEN CyAapyLLUKOW, HE TO OTObbIO!..

- OX, KHA3b, He ownbucb: eaa nan Tebe o0TOUTL MeHA Yy JIEBYLIKMU
npuaéTcsa, — nporosopuna Mapycs, U1 rHEBOM CBEPKHY/IM e€é KpacuBble rnasa.
- On, on! Oa Tbl, Kak BMAHO, U3 6omkux! Jliobnw Taknx! bpocb JIéByLuKy,
CcagncCb CO MHOK B caHwu!

- A Npo HeBecCTy CBOW, rpaduHI0 MoNoAy, BUAHO, 3abbin?

- HeBecta HeBecTon, a Tbl nonwbu MeHsd, monogua! [Mpaso, nonwbu!..
BHaknage He 6byaewb.

— ONnoMHUCb, KHA3b! BWAHO, Tbl MHOMO BbINWA BWHA, HE MNOMHWULWIb, 4TO
roBOpULLb, — YNpeKHya XpanyHoB npusaTens.

- CKoNbKO S BbINWA, A0 3TOro Tebe Aena HeT, a BOT TBOK CyAapKy S oTob6blo
y Tebs. D1, gesmua-kKpacasmua, noegem co MHow!.. He noeagewb no gobpon
BONe, cunoto yeesy! — n kHA3b MiBaH xoTen 6bi10 cxBaTuUTb Mapycto.

- Mpoyb! He TpoHb! — He CBOMM rO/0COM KPUKHYN XparmyHOB M C Takom
CUNOK OTTONKHYN [JONropykoBa, 4YTO TOT He YCTOS/ Ha Horax WM rnoseten B
CHer.

NMoka OH BCTaBan M OTpsAXMBaNCa OT cHera, JIéBywka c Mapycen 6bICTpoO
noBepHynn Hazaj, K xnbapke MapuHbl. XpanyHOB He MOr Tenepb OCTaBUTb
OAHY MOIoAYH0 AEBYLUKY M pelinn NpoBoanTb e€é A0 AoMa.

[JonropykoB, nocblnas scnes BAO6NEHHBIM NPOKAATUSA U NOWAAHYO 6paHb,
BCKOYMN B CBOW CaHW W NpuKasasn Kydyepy warom exatb 3a Humu. OH 3aayman
BblCNeanTb, rae XmnBET Mapycs, B TO Xe BpeMs C belleHCTBOM ayMas:

"Hy, noroamn, JleoHTnin, oTobblo A y Tebsa kpanto!.. TBoero NocTtynka s He
no3abyay, v 3a Hero Tbl MHE NONAATULWbLCS... Tbl CMEN NOAHATb Ha MEHS pyKy?
Hy, noroam xe!l.. Tenepb Tbl MHe — He Apyr, a JI0TbIN Hegpyr".

- YTto HaM pgenatb, Mapyca? Beab [JonropykoB cneavt 3a HaMW... OH XO4eT
y3HaTb, rae Tbl XXMBELWb, — C 6€CNoKONCTBOM CcKa3an Bo3ntobneHHon JIEByLiKa.

- Y10 xe? Myctb! OH MHe He CTpalleH, - CMOKOWHO OTBeTUNa Mosoaast



AeByLUKa.

- Hy, ctano 6bITb, Tbl HE 3Haewb, YTO Takoe MBaH [Jonropykos! Beab OH -
cuna, 6onbwasa cuna! OH HM nNpeg 4YeM He OCTAHOBUTCS, AN HeEro He
CyLeCTBYeT HUKAKOW nperpagbl.

- 3a MeHs, J1éBywka, He 6ouncsa. NMomaéM B ropHuuy; HaBepHoe, 6abywka
npuvLwaa; TaMm Mbl U NOAYMaeM, YTO U KaK AgenaTtb.

- MHe He xoTenocbk 6bl, Mapycs, 4yTobbl [10NrOpyKOB 3Has, rae Tbl XMBELD...
- [0BOpIO, 3@ MeHs, noxanyncrta, He 6onca!l A cymew nocTtosATb 3a cebs,
CyYMe BCTPETUTb KHA3A C TakuMM MNOYETOM, UYTO cpaly OTOObK OXOTY Y Hero
He3BaHbIM XO0AUTb B roctu! — rpoMKo nporosopuna Mapycsa v Bowna c
XpanyHOBbIM Ha CBOW ABOP.

B xnbapke 6bin BuaeH cBeT; MapuHa BepHynacb. OHa obecnokonnacb, y3HaB
06 3TOM HENpUATHOM BCTpede U Bbixoake [onropykosa; oAHAKO 3a BOpOTaMu
6bl10 BCE CMOKOMHO — O4YeBMAHO, KHA3b VBaH yAOBNETBOPMACS TeM, 4TO
y3Han, rae xXusét "kpana" JIEByLwwku, n yexan.

Monoable BNOOGMEHHbIE TOXE CKOPO Mo3abbuin O HEM: C/AULWIKOM BaXHbIM
MOMEHT MpPOM30LWEN B 3TOT AEHb B UX XWU3HW — BeAb OHWU peLunIN HaBeKu
npuHagnexaTtb Apyr Apyry. Bce mx nombicnbl 6biaM 3aHATbI NpeacTOSBLUMM
6pakocoyeTaHueMm. Jiépywka coobwmn MapuHe 06 3TOM, M OHa PaAoOCTHO

6narocnoBusia ero U BHYUKY.

XI
OpHako ¢ Toro aHs mexay MiBaHoM [JonropykosbiM 1 JIEBYLLIKOM XpanyHOBbIM
pa3sropenacb cunbHada Bpaxgaa. Koraa XpanyHoB npuwén K KHA3t0 MBaHy no
aenam cnyx6bbl, To 6bIn1 NPUHAT UM AOBONBLHO CYXO, "MO-HadanbHWU4Yecku",
npu4yém [oNropykoB HW C/I0BOM He 06MONBMACA O BCTpede Ha TBepCKOMW.
OkoHuMB cBOE cnyxebHoe peno, Jlésywka obpatunca K csoemy 6biBLIEMY
npMATENto C TaKUMKU CIOBaMM:
— KHA3b, MHe Haao 6bl NOroBopuTb C TOOOW O BUYepalLHeW Hallen BCTpeye.
- Hy... Hy! YTO Xe Tbl CTaHewWwb roBopuTb? lNoamn, onpaBablBaTbCsA HAYHELWDL?
- OnpaBabiBaTbCs, KHA3b, MHE HE B YEM.

- He B yeM? JlagHo! Ctano 6biTb, Thl cYnTaewb cebs HU B YEM HE MOBUHHbBIM



npeno MHon. Tak? [la? A Kak Xe Tbl CMesl BYepa TOJIKHYTb MeHsa?

- S TonbkKO BCTynuACs 3a 6e33alMTHY0 AEBYLUKY, K KOTOPOW, KHSA3b, Tbl
A0Nro npucrasan.

— Tbl BCTYNWACS 3a CBOK Nt060BHULY?

— Y MeHs HeT ntboBHMLbI. HanpacHO, KHA3b, Tbl Tak rOBOpULLb!

- Paccka3sbiBan... KTo e oHa Tebe? CecTpa, 4To NN, Unm Té€tka?

- Mo4 HeBecTa.

- Y10 Takoe?.. MpocTtaa neBKa, XWUBYLIAs B fladyre, — TBOS HeBecTa? — C
yAUBEHUEM BOCKIMKHYN [Jonropykos. — 2To 3abasBHo! Hago XopoweHbKo
paccMoTpeTb TBOK "HeBecCTy", 3Ty CKa304yHYK npuHueccy, HecmesHy-
uapesBHy. U 3Han, ecnn oHa npuaétca MHe no HpaBy, 9 0TobbIo €€ y Tebs.

— Tbl 3TOrO, KHA3b, HE cAenaellb.

- He cpenaiw? A KTO Xe MHe CMeeT 3anpeTuTb? — Bbl3blBAOWMM TOHOM,
rPOMKO MPOroBOpu KHA3b VBaH.

- {1, - coBepleHHO CMNOoKOMHO oTBeTun JIéBylwKa, caepxumBaBwun cebs,
HeCMOTpsi Ha sBHOe ockopbneHwe, KOTOpoe HaHEc cnosamMu N6UMON UM
AeBYyLUKe CaMOHAAEesAHHbIA N NerkoBepHbIn KHA3b VBaH.

— Thl... Tbl 3anpeTuwb MHe? — 6pOCUB Mpe3puTesibHbIN B3rnsaa Ha J1EByLKy,
KPUKHYN TOT. — NNOCMOTPUM, KTO KOr0 OCUUT: Tbl MeHS nnm g Teba?

- Cuna, KHA3b, Ha TBOEW CTOPOHE, 3TO TOYHO, a NpaBAa Ha MOEN.

- Hy BOT, Tbl cO cBOeN "npaBaon" n octaHewbCs NO6EXAEHHbIM.

- [locMOTpUM, KHA3b!

— [MoCcMOTpU, a MeHs Tenepb OCTaBb; MHE HeAOCYr pa3rosapusaTb C TO6010.
MNoaasue B cebe B340X, XpanyHOB Bbilen U3 ropHUubl aBopuTa, C KOTOPbIM
OH 6bIN NpUHYXAEH Tenepb BCTYNUTb B HepaBHYto 60pbby. EMy nun, npocTtomy,
6e3secTHOMYy oduuepy, 6bio BCTynatb B 60pbby c nwbumuem rocypaps?
Beab BCsS cuna m Morywectso 6biinm Ha cTopoHe [donropykoBa. OaHako
NéByuwka ytewan cebs:

"Hy na He B cune bor, a B npasae. CunéH kHA3b VBaH, a npasaa nobeaut
ero. Ho Bcé xe Tenepb ocTaBaTbCsi Mapyce B xubapke y cBoer 6abyliku He
cnepn; HenpemMeHHoO Haao nepeBecTn eé Kyaa-Hubyab, He To [JONropykKoB Kak

pa3 HarpsiHeT K Hel B roctn. OH 3106UTCA Ha MeHs u B cBoen 35106e Ha BCé



nonaért. 3aBTpa Xe HenpeMeHHO nepeBeay Kyaa-Humbyab Mapycko u ctapyxy
MapuHny".

Llenbin geHb n Bevep XpanyHOB He MOr BblpBaTbCHA K CBOEN BO3M06NEHHON —
cnyxba octaHaBnueana ero. Korga e Ha cneaylowui AeHb K Beyepy OH
npuwén B 3HaKOMYyK eMy xubapky, TO 3acTan TaM OAHY TOJIbKO MapwuHy,
ybUTYI0 CTpaLlLHbIM FOPEM U C ONYXLWWUMW OT CNE3 riasamMu.

- [ne Mapyca? — ynaswnM rosiocoM cnpocun Jlésylika, novTn AoraabiBasiCb
0 Npu4yuHe ropsa MapuHbl.

- ¥YBe3nun, yBesnnm MO BHYUYKY! — C pblgaHueM oTBeTwula crtapyxa. — HblHYe
YTPOM Kakue-TO HeBeAOMble JI0AM BOpBalUCb B Hawy Xxubapky, CuA0K
cxBaTuin Mapycro, nocagunum B CaHM U yBe3num HeBeaoMo Kyaa. K HecuacTbio,
MeHs goMa He 6bi1o, a To s noctosina 6bl 3a CBOK BHY4YKY, cymena 6bl
3aWNTUTL €€ OT 3/1104Ee€B.

- $1 3Hato, 4Ybé 3TO Aeno, 3Hato... MiBaH JjonropykoB noxmtun Mapycio.

- Tbl roBopuwb — MBaH [Jonropykos? — 6bneaHes, BOCKAMKHyNa crapyxa. — O
focnoamn, rpex-To Kakowm, Kakown CTpawHbIin rpex! Hago Bo 4Tto 6bl TO HKU CTano
cnactu Mapyclo, BblpBaTb €€, CEpAEYHYI0, U3 PYK KHA34 VBaHa.

- [a, s BblpBy Mapycio M3 pyK KHA3s MBaHa. WM 4TO 9 3@ Hec4yacTHbIN
yenosek! Beab 9 nogbickan tebe n Mapyce Ha MNoOKpoBKe OTAENbHbIA AOMUK,
CHAN ero n paam 6e30nacHOCTU MMEHHO CerogHs e XoTen nepeBe3TU Bac
obenx Tyma, v BOT onosgan.. ono3gan... lNpoknatas cnyxba 3aaepxana
MeHs! — C OTYasgHMeM BOCKIMKHY JIEByLKa XparnyHoB.

- He oTyamBamncs, 6apuH, He ropton: ToNbKO 6bl MHE AOWNTU A0 KHA3S
Anekces puropbeBuya. Ckaxy s eMy ABa C/I0Ba, U OH cenyac Xe npukaxer
cBoeMy CblHY MBaHy oTNycTUTb Mapycto. TONbKO BEPHO SN Tbl 3HAELWb, 4YTO
yBE&3 eé He KTO ApYron, Kak KHA3b MBaH? — cnpocuna MapuHa.

- [a, pa, 3to JonropykoB yBé3 Mapyctw. OH XXe MHe caMOMy noxBansascs,
YTO OTOBLET Yy MeHs HeBeCTy. DTO — ero Aeno.

XpanyHoB He owmnbca: Mapycs AeNCTBUTENbHO Monana B pykKn KHA349 MBaHa
JonropykoBa. OH npukasan TpoOMM CBOMM BEpPHbIM XONoMNaM, Hasno
XpanyHoBy, BblkpacTb Mapycto, npeaBapuTesibHO Nnokas3as XoJsionam, rae oHa

XXUBET, U T€ B TOYHOCTM BbIMOJIHUNN ero rnpukas.



Ha Tpomke nuXmx KOHeW nogbexanun OoHW K xmbapke MapuHbl; CTapyxu He
66110 fOMa, U Mapycsa elé He ycnena 3anepeTb 3a HeW BOPOTa, Kak BO ABOP
BOpPBAa/INCb X0N0MbI, @ OTTyAa, BblCaaMBLUM ABEPb, MPOHUKIM N B XNMbapKy.

He ycnena OMNOMHUTLCS M BCKPUKHYTb MOAoA4as [AeBylIKa, KakK Xosonbl
CXBAaTUIN €€, yKyTanu ronoBy NAATKOM, Ha MJe4yn HakKuHynm wybenky u
noTawman B CaHW C BEPXOM U MONOCTbIO; 4YTObbI Mapycs He Kpuyana, poT en
3aBsA3ann NaaTKoM; ABOE XOJSI0NOB CeNn C HEW PSAOM B CaHU M aepxanu eé 3a
PYKWU, @ TpeTuh XOnomn MOMeCcTUNCa psaoM C KydepoM. Tporka 6elwweHo
rnoHecnacb 3a TBepcKkytl 3actaBy. Koe-KTo u3 coceanen MapuHbl BUAEN, Kak
NOXUTUIN €€ BHY4KY, a NOTOMYy, Korga MapuHa, BepHYBWMUCb AOMOW U He
BMAA CBOEW BHYYKW, yaMBMNACbL €€é HEeOXWAAHHOW OT/yydke U nowsa
nopassefaTtb y coceaen, He BuMaanu M OHW, Kyaa nowna Mapycs, Te
pacckasanum er 0 NPoOUCLUECTBUN, CTYUYUBLLEMCS C €€ BHYYKOMN.

Crapyxa enBa yCTosina Ha Horax, Korga ycnbixana, 4to Mapyck Ha Tpounke
NNXUX KOHEN yBe3NM Kakue-TO HeBeAoOMble AW, OAHaKo [0 npuxoaa
NléBywikn XpanyHoBa, XeHnxa eé BHy4YKM, He pewanacb npeanpuHnUMaTb 4YTO-
nnbo Kk po3bicky Mapycu. [Ja n 4To OHa, 6becnoMolwHasa ctapyxa, morna 6ol
coenatb? OHa TOXe noAo3pesasna KHA34 MBaHa, Tak Kak JIéBywka n Mapycs
pacckasanum el o0 CBOeW BCTpede C [JONropykoBbIM, M 3TO NoAo3peHue ewé
bonee okpenso, kKorga XpanyHoB coobuwmn o TOM, Kak KHA3b MBaH rpo3uncs
oTbuTb Y Hero Mapycio.

- Oa, pa, 3TO ero, okasHHOro, Aeno. Ho a4 He gaM emy BfacTBOBaTb Haj
Mapycel, eoMHbIM CNOBOM BbIpBY €€ y Hero U3 pyk, — ropsdyo nporosopuna
MapuHa.

- Ox, 6otocb 8, MapuHyLwWwKa, 4TO KHA3b MBaH He nocnywaeT TBOero cfoBa, —
BO3pa3una e monoaon odpuuep. — Ero cnoBoM He NporMELLb.

- Mponmy!.. N KHA39 MBaHa nponMy, n ero otua... [la Kak ewé nponmy-To!
Beab cNOBO MOE 3aBETHOE, M CKaXy S ero TOSIbKO KHA30 MiBaHy nnu ero otuy,
a 6onblle HUKOMY He CKaxy.

— CTpaHHOe Xe, TauHCTBEeHHOoe y Tebs cnoso!

- [la, TAaMHCTBEHHOE, U CKaXYy A ero Apyrum, NuLb Koraa ymmpaTb CTaHy. BoT

yTo, 6apuH: Tbl BNepéa oaMH CTynan K MBaHy [lonropykoBy, Bbipy4dai CBOHO



HeBecTy, a ecin Tebs OoH He nocnywaeTr U Mapycu He OTAACT, TOoraa yX 4
cama nongy. MHe-TO He nocMmeeT oTkasaTtb. CTynan, 6apuH NnacKoBbIi,
nomoraun tebe bor!

KoHeuyHO, XpanyHOB TOoT4Yac e oTnpasuncsa K Jonropykosy.

3no6a n peBHOCTb 3aKunenun B HEM, Korga oH yBuAaasna CBOero Bpara.

- KHA3b, OTAAl MHe HeBecCTy, — MpadyHO NPOU3HEC OH, eaBa caepxuBas cebs.
- Tbl, BUAHO, pexHynca?.. Kakylo HeBeCTy? — HacMewsIMBO NocMaTpuBas Ha
Hero, cnpocui KHA3b MBaH.

- Mapycto.

- 581 He 3Haw HuWKakon Mapycu!.. YTO, BMAHO, TBOKW 3a3HObY-TO y Tebs
otbunun, n3-noag Hoca yHecnm?

- YHEC Tbl, KHA3b MBaH, A4a M He yHEC, a Bblkpan eé&, KakK pa3bonHukK
OOPOXHbIN!

- Y10? Kak Tbl MoneBun? — 6neaHesi, Kak CMepTb, AMKO BCKPWUKHYJT KHS3b
MBaH.

— [0BOpPIO, UTO Tbl MOK HEBECTY BbIKpas, — CNOKOWMHO noBTOopwun J1EByLUKA.

- [1a KaK Tbl CMeelWb, Harnewu, roBopuTb MHe 3T0? [a A... 9 ybblo Tebs, Kak
cobaky! — un, TpAcAcb OT belweHCTBa, KHA3b VBaH CO CXaTbiMU KyJlakaMmu
puHyncs 6b1710 Ha XpanyHoBa, HO TOT OTCTPaHWUA ero oT cebs.

— [100CTbIHb, KHA3b... 1 BeAb cuUbHee Tebs.

- Cnywan, cnywan, XpanyHoB! Tbl cTan Tenepb MOUM HENPUMUPUMbIM
Bparom! Hy pa, Tbl oTragan: 3TO s MpuKasan CBOMM XO0JioNaM BbIKpaCTb TBOK
HeBecTy. OHa Tenepb B MOMX pyKax, B MOEW BONE, — Bbl3blBAlOWMM TOHOM
npomoneun [JONropykos, — 1 9 otTaaM eé TO/IbKO Toraa, Korga caMm BAOCTasb
HaTewycsb...

- Moaneuy! 4.. a ybbio Tebsa! — n XpanyHoB, BHe cebs oT 6eleHCTBa,
BbIXBATWU U3 HOXeH cabnto u puHynics 6bino Ha jonropykosa.

KHa3b MBaH nepeMeHunca B nuue, OTCTYNUA K ABepu n 6bICTPO OTBOpSAS €€,
FPOMKO KPUKHYN:

- e, KO MHe!

B ropHuuy B6exano HeCKosbKo Cyr.

- Bo3bMUTE €ero M CBSAXUTE: OH pexHynca! — noeBesunTesnbHO MporoBopwu



Jdonropykos.

Nésywka 6pocmnn cabnw m He cTtan conpoTuBnATbCcA. EMy cBs3anm pykw,
OTBEJIN €ro Ha raynTBaxTy M 3anepau TaM B apeCTaHTCKY ropHuuy, o6BmnHSASN
B MOKYLUEHWM HA XWU3Hb L@pcKoro arbumua.

XpanyHOBY ecnu He yrpoxana CMepTHas KasHb, TO BCe Xe npeacrosina
Be4yHas ccbinka B Cubupb. Ho JiéBywka He 60s1Ca 3TOr0 — eMy MNO4YeMy-To
AyManocb, 4TO CcTapas MapuHa BblIpy4nT M3 6eabl; OH MOKOPWUJICA CBOEW
y4acTu U Xaasn, 4eM BCE 3TO OKOHYMTCH.

Tak npowno asa AHA. Ctapyxa MapuHa, ¢ 60onblMM HeTeprneHueMm xaasLluas
XpanyHoBa, JAoraganacb, 4TO C JIEBYWKON CAy4YMnoCb 4TO-HUOYAb
HeNpusaTHOe, M pewunacb OTnpaBuTbCa B [0N0BMH ABopeu. TaM uMmen
BpeMeHHOe npebbiBaHMe O6yaywnii TecTb uMNepaTopa, KHA3b AneKkcemn
puropbesny [JONropyKoB CO CBOEW CEMbEMN.

Bonbwnx TpyaoB, YCWUAUW, a TakXe W AeHer crtouno MapuHe anobutbcs
CBUAAHUSA C KHA3eM AneKkceeM, HO BCE e eé€ BMYCTUIN Ha ero NosIoBUHY.

- Tbl KTO? YTO Tebe Hapo? — rpybo cnpocun oH y BoweAalwen B ero NpuémMHyto
MapuHbl.

- Teba MHe Haao, CuUATENbHbIN KHA3b, — CMesi0 OTBETW/a Ta, — MHe Hado
roBoOpuTb C To6010.

— [0OBOpMW... TONIbKO NOCKOpEee, MHe HeAoCyr.

- Hy HeT, KHA3b Anekcen puropbeBuY, pas3roBop y Hac c¢ Tobon b6yaert He
CKOpbI, U Tbl BbICyLWaeLllb MEHS.

- S npukaxy B3awen nporHaTtb Tebsa! Tbl, KaXeTcs, cTapas Aypa, He 3Haelb,
C KEM roBopuwWb?

- $-TO 3Hal, C KeM roBopto, a BOT TbI-TO, KHS3b, HE 3Haelb 3TOro. MHaTb-TO
MeHS1 Heyero. Tbl BOT Nyylle npexae B3r/ISHW Ha 3TOT NepCcTeHEK, 3HAaKOM un
OH Tebe? — n MapuHa nokasasa KHS3K0 30/10TON NePCTeHb C U3YMPYAOM.

EaBa TONbKO B3rNsiHYyB Ha 3TOT NeEpPCTeHb, KHA3b Anekcen [puropbeBuny
6bICTPO U3MEHWUICH B INLE U 3a4bIXAKOLWKMMCSA OT BOJIHEHUS FOJIOCOM CNPOCUN:
- Kak nonan k Tebe 3TOT nepcreHb?

— 1o HacneacTBy, KHA3b, OT Ao4epu.

- OT Mapuu? Crano 6bITb, Thbl...



- 8 - maTb ymepwen Mapuu.

— Bo3MoxHO nn?.. Nongém ckopee B KabuHeT, TaM HUKTO HaM He NoMeLlaeT.
KHa3b Anekcen [puropbeBndy nNpoBEn cTapyw MapuHy B CBOM KabuHeT,
3anepcs TaM C Hew U gonro o 4ém-to rosopwun. Korga X OH oTnep ABepb
kKabuHeTa M BbINYCTWUA OTTyAa CTapywky, TO 6bin cTpawHo 6negeH M CUAbHO
B3BO/MIHOBaH. OH caM NoyTwn A0 nepeaHen nposoaun MapuHy u, pacctaBasiCb C
Hen, TMXO CKasas:

- YCNOKOWCS: TBOS BHYYKa HenpeMeHHO BepHEéTca K Tebe!

NMpoBoaMB MapuHy, KHS3b HeMesieHHO npukasan no3BaTb K cebe cCblHa
MBaHa. Lapckunii daBopuT B TO BpeMs Haxoausacs AoMa M npuén Ha 308
oTua.

- ['oe Tbl AepXULib KpacaBuuy AEBYLUKY, KOTOPYO NpuKasasa BbIKpPaCTb CBOUM
Xosionam? — rHeBHO cnpocun ero Anekcen puropbesuny.

- baTowka... 4... 9 yAMBNAOCb BaweMy BOMNpocy! — 3anMHasACb, MPOU3HEC
KHA3b MBaH, HMKaK He OXWAaBLIWW, YTO OTLY M3BECTHO O ero MnoCTyrnke C
Mapycen.

- Cka3sblBan ckopee, rae Tbl AepXxub Mapycio?

- Kak, Bbl 3HaeTe N eé umga?

- Y710 XKe, Tbl OTBETULb MHE UAM HeT! — rpo3HO KPUKHY/ Ha CbiHa Anekcen
puropbesuny.

- Moxanyncra, notuwe, 6aTowka! F'ae HaxoanTca Mapycs, 9 He CKaxy Bawm,
A3 W 3HaTb BaM O TOM HeYero, — OYeHb BHYLIUTE/IbHbIM TOHOM BO3pasus OTuy
KHA3b VBaH.

OnHako KHA3b Anekcen NpuropbeBmny CypoBO M HAaCTOMUYMBO NpuUKasasn emy:

— Tbl AO/MKEH Ccenvac Xe OTnyCcTUTb eé... cenyac!

- 3aueM TaKk ckopo? S ewé Cc Her He NO3HAKOMW/ICA Kak crnepyeT. KTo 310
BAaM HAroBopu/al Ha MEHHA, WHTEpPeCcHO Yy3HaTb? XpanyHOB He MOr
NoXanosaTbCs, OH CUAUT NMOJA apecToM, — U KHA3b MiBaH 3n0paaHo ynblbHyNcs.
— 3HaelWb NN Tbl, KTO 3Ta AEBYyLKA? — B3BOJ/IHOBAHHO CMpPOCWU/T Y CbiHA KHA3b
Anekcen Npuropbesmy.

- KTo oHa, A, 6aTiowka, He 3Hat... OAHO TO/bKO 3HAK, 4YTO OHa OYeHb

XOpoLlleHbKasa U npuwnacs MHe no HpaBy! — no-npexHeMy C Moso4evyecTBOM



NMPoun3Héc KHA3b MBaH.
- Hec4yacTHbIRn, OHa — TBOA cecTpa! — 3aKkpblBas MU0 pyKaMum, TUXO NPOU3HEC
KHA3b Anekcen Jonropykos.

OTK C/0Ba Kak rpoOMOM nopasunaun KHa3s MeaHa.

XII
NleT aBaguaTb Haszaa KHA3b Anekcen [puropbesud [JONropykoB CTpacTHO
nonbun 4epHOOKYyl Kpacasuuy, ublraHky Mapuio. OaHaxabl HebonbLuown
ublraHCKMM Tabop, He cnpawuBas pas3pelleHns KHA34, pacnosioxXuiica Ha
none, HeeBaaneke OT KHsXXeCcKon ycaabbbl MopeHkn. B TO BpeMsi KHA3b
Anekcen [puropbeBny Haxoaunca B ycagbbe wn, korga emy [ONOXWAM O
ublraHCcKkoM Tabope, oTaan 661710 NpuMKas NpPorHaTb ero, HO NOTOM pasayman U
rnoexasn caM B3rfsHyTb Ha "XuTenen nonem v necos apemyymx". Npu nepsom
Xe noceweHnn ero nopasuna HeobblKHOBEHHAs! KpacoTa MOOAOM UblIFraHKKM
Mawwn, y KoTopon TyT xe, B Tabope, Haxoamnacb MaTb MapuHa, HepaBHO
oBaoBeBwas. KHA3b, B TO BpeMsa ewé KpacuBbiM, MONOAOMN MYXUYMHA,
NpenbCTUACA KpacoTOW LUbIr@aHKW, BOWEN B wWaTép, CTan paccnpawmeaTth
ublraH O >KUTbe-bbiITbe W nonpocun noragate. OpHa CcTapas UublraHka
Hacynuna emy CcYacTAMBYH XW3Hb, 60nbWwMe YMHbI U HecMeTHoe 60oraTcTBo.
KHa3b Anekcen wenpo 3ansaTtua 3a ragaHbe, Aa M BCEX UblFaH U LbIFAHOK
oAenvn AeHbramu.
Mogowna K HeMy C NpPOTSAHYTOM PYKOW M Kpacasumua Mapus, nocMmoTpena Ha
MONOAOIr0 KHSA3s1 WM OXIMla ero CBOMM OrHeBbiIM B30poM. KHA3b pgan en
yepBOHEL 1 NPOroBOpw/1 B3BOJIHOBAHHbLIM MOJIOCOM:
- Kakune y T1ebs uygHble rnasal..
- Mou rnasa, rocnogvH, BWAHO, pexyT cepaue 6e3 HoXa, — CO 3BOHKUM
cMexoM oTeeTuna emy Mapwus4.
- IMeHHO, nMeHHO! MHe elé He Npuxoannocb BUAETb Takue OrHeBble rnasa,
KaK TBOMW.
- OrHeBas B HacC KpOBb, roCrnoguH, NOTOMY M O4YW OrHEBble, — MPOroBOpPUN
CTapbl UbIraH, 1YKaBoO NOCMaTpMBast Ha KHA3S.

- MNpaBaa T1B04!.. VWb, BeAb KakKne OHW Yy 3TON AeBYOHKMU!.. TaK M XryT, Tak



N TAHYT K cebe! — Npou3HEC KHA3b Anekcenm M BNMACA B30OPOM B AMBHO
KpacuBoe JINLO0 CTOSBLUEN Npes HUM MOSI0A0MN LbIraHKW.

- [HaTb, FOCNOAMH, HAC CO CBOMX Nofen Tobl He byaelwb? — cnpocuna Mapusa y
KHA35, CMOTpPS €My NpsAMOo B NMLO.

[lonropykoB COBCEM pacTepsnca OT eé B3rnsaa; oH rotoB 6bi1 Ha BCE, NULLb
6bl BO3MOXHO Aosnblue NtoboBaTbCa UbIFAHKOW, METHYBLUEW B3rNs40M B HEro, a
NOTOMY XXWBO BOCK/IUKHY/:

- [HaTb Bac? 4Yto Tbl! XXuBUTE, CKONMbKO XOTUTE, BaC HWUKTO He rocMeeTt
obungeTtb. Ecnmn BaM TyT He NMo HpaBy wunu HeyaobHo, BbibepuTe apyroe MecTo.
BoT TOT fiec MoM; TaMm eCTb YyaHas NosisHa, pacKMHbTE CBOWM LLUATEP U XUBUTE
B Jlecy, — M OH MNoKasan pyKoOM Ha BMAHEBWMNCHA HeBaaneke 60nbLUON
COCHOBBbIN fec.

LbiraHe NpuHANM npeanoxXeHne KHA3s U nepekoveBanu B fiec, Ha MoJigHy, a
CaM OH B TOT Xe AeHb OTNpPaBMA K HUM YyTb He Uenbin 0603 pa3HbIX CbeCTHbIX
npunacos W CTan eXxegHEeBHO HaBewaTb WX, BAOOUBWNCE B YEpPHOOKYH
Mapwuio.

He TonbKo AHW, HO M NO34HWE Beyepa CTa/l NPOCMXMBATb KHA3b [JONropyKoB
B UblF@AHCKOM Tabope. OH cnywan TaM CTpacTHble UbIFrAHCKME NeCcHW, a
6onblwe Bcero — peyb 4yepHookon Mawwu. Tabop u MmaTb Mapum, MapuHa,
aoragbiBanucb, 4to 6oraTblil, pPoOAOBUTbLIN KHA3b BAwbunca B Mawy, u
noowpsiin 3TO, TaK KaK KHSA3b He TONbKO MapuHe, HO M BceMmy Tabopy
»anosan goporue nogapku.

[loNro »Xwnwu upiraHe B N1ecy, U TOSIbKO OCEHb 3acTaBufla UX UCKaTb APYroro
npuctaHuwa Ha 3umy. CosceM cobpanncb B AOPOry, XAananm TONbKO npuesaa
KHA351, 4TO6bl MPOCTUTBLCS C HUM U nobnarogapuUTb ero 3a nacky.

BoT M KHs3b npuexan, HO 6bin MpadeH M nedaneH. [eHb 6bln sCHbINA, C
Nnérkmm moposueM. KHA3b Anekcen n Mapua nownu "Ha nocneasx" npomTuch
no necy.

- Mawa, Mmnaga, 9 He MOory paccraTtbcs ¢ Toboin, He Mory, — 4yTb He nJada,
BOCK/IMKHYN KHA3b, MAS PSAOM C YEPHOOKOW UblraHKoM no necy. — OcTaHbCs,
Mawa, y MeHs1 oCcTaHbcs, ronybkal..

- 3ayem™?



- 3aTteM, 4TO 4 Nobno Tebsn; 6e3 Teba MHe HeT Xu3HW. byab Bcerga co
MHOI0!

- XeHucb Ha MHe, BOT U 6yay A TBOeW.

KHa3b Anekcen 'puropbeBuY CKpblal OT Mapum, UYTO OH XeHaT, U Bblaan cebs
3a xonoctoro; [laspuna CTpykoB, XO0n0M, TMPUBO3UBLUMIA UbIFAHAM C
KHS>XXeCKOro ABopa pa3Hble Npunachkl, MO NpuKasy KHA38 TOXe Mosdan.

— W XeHICb, TOIbKO OCTaHbCHA; HEMPEMEHHO XXEHIOCb.

- O6bMaHelwb, KHA3b!

- Mawa, MHe Tbl He Bepuwb? — C YNPEKOM B r0JIoC€ BOCKJIMKHYJT KHA3b,
XOpOLO UrpaBLLNM KOMEeAUIO.

- Bepto, MUbI KHA3b, BEpPIO.

- A ecnu BepuLlb, TO OCTaHbCs. A NpUKaxy Ha TOW MonsiHe, rae Baw Tabop,
MnoCTpOUTb Xopowunn aoMm. Tbl n bygewb noka, A0 cBagbbbl, XXNUTb B HEM C
MaTepblo, a 4Tobbl He cTpawHo 6b1N0, 4 xonona NaBpuny Bam AaM.

Ha apyron ageHb ubiraHe, weapo oAapeHHble KHs3eM AnekceeMm, yexanwu, a
yepHookad Mawa n eé maTb OCTaIUChb.

Anekcen puropbeBuY caepxan CBOE CNOBO, W Ha JIeCHOW MNOMSAHE, Kak Mo
LWy4YybeMy BeNleHU0, CKOPO 6blM MOCTPOEHbI NIeCHble XOPOMbl B ABa XWbs. B
BEPXHEM XWNbe MNOMeCTMNMCb Mapusi C MaTepbld, @ B HWUXHEM - Xo0snon
[@aBpuna c XeHoto.

B nepBoe BpeMs KHA3b ANEKCen 4acTto npuesan B CBOM JIeCHble XOPOMbl U
noaoary ocraeascsi B HUX. HMW CuibHbIN MOPO3, HU cHeroBas 6yps, HUUYTO He
oCTaHaBnuMBano ero; oH 6pocan Bce gena B Mockee u crnewnn K Mapuu.

OHa HecKkonbkKo pa3 HanoMumHana KHa3 JonropykoBy o cBaabbe, HO
Anekcen lpuropbeBuY BcCerga noabiCKMBAs BeCKUe A0BOAbl K OTTSAMMBaHUIO
eé, n ceaabba BCE oTknaabiBanachb.

Mpowno HEeCKONbKO BPEMEHWU; KHA3b CTan BCE pexe u pexe 6biBaTb B
NeCHbIX XopoMmax, a Mapua npurotoBnsanacb CTaTb MaTepbk. MapuHa He
nonagmna C Hew M, KynmB cebe B MOCKOBCKOM 3axonycTbe 65113 TBepckoun
3acTaBbl OOMULWIKO, WNM, ckopee, xubapky, nocenunace B Heiln. MapuHa
AoragbiBanacb, YTO KHA3b ObMaHbIBaeT €€ A04Yb, HECKO/bKO pa3 rosopuna eun

06 aToMm, npepocreperasna eé, HO KpacasBumua Mala Kpenko nobuna KHa3a um



BeEpuna emy 6onblue matepu.

Kak-To MapuHe npuwnocb y3HaTb, YTO KHA3b Anekcen puropbeBuY AaBHO
XeHaT U nMeeT aeTen. B TOT xe AeHb OHa HaHsana noasoAy, oTrnpaBunach K
aodepu 1 060 BCEM pacckasana en.

Mapusa, ycnbiwas, 4To €& BO3M0b6NEeHHbIM XeHaT, npeganacb CTpalHOMY
OTUASHMIO U Cfe3aM, a crneaCcTBUMEM 3TOro 6bin eé npexaeBpeMeHHble poabl,
OKOHYMBLUMECSH CMEPTbIO MOOAOW MaTepwu.

BeaHyo Malwy noxXopoHWAW TyT Xe, B Siecy, a eé MasieHbKYy A0YYypKYy B3sna
K cebe MapuHa.

KHAa3b Anekcen [puropbeBudy CcoBCEM 3abbll O CyLLEeCTBOBaHUW CBOEWN
nobouHon poyepun Mapycu; Bnpoudem, korga MapuHa 6pana K cebe BHYUKY,
KHA3b MpuWKasan BblAaTb €l NOpSAAOYHYIO CYMMY AeHer, YeM W 3aKOHYWUIUCh
ero oTuoBckue 3aboThbl.

Jlec n necHble XopoMbl KHA3b Anekcen puropbeBudy nogapua CBOEMY CbIHY
NBaHy, KoTopbln caenancsa ¢haBoOpuUTOM MMMEpaTopa-oTPOKa; K HEMY Takxe
nepewén cnyxmtb un aspuna CTpyKoB B KayecTBe necHuyero. EmMy m ero
XeHe KHA3b Anekcen noj yrpo3on CMepTu 3anpeTusl roBopuUTb KOMY 6bl TO HU
6b110 06 ymMepwen Mapuun n eé maneHbkon goyepu Mapyce.

N BOT uepe3s MHOro ner Mapycs, no kanpusy B36a/IMOWHOIO KHA35 MBaHa,
onATb nonasa B TOT AOM, KOTOpbIKM, HeBeAOMO ANna Heé&, 6bin MecToM eé
pOXAEeHUs.

Monoaon KHA3b cYMTan onacHbIM AepxaTb eé B MockBe, a NOTOMY OoTnpasun
eé B J/lec, K KpenocTHOMy nonecosBwuky [aspune. llocnegHun C ABYyMS
paboTHMKaAMM U C A0YEPbIO AHIOTKOM XWJ1 B HUXXHEM 3Ta)ke SIeCHoro Aoma, a
BepXHUK 6bIn npmucnocobneH Ha cnyyan npuesaa KHa3sa MBaHa.

"Y MeHa necHuk [aBpwna - BepHbIM cnyra, npegaHHbin... OH cyMmeeT
NpUNpATaTb KPacoTKy; UM €€ XOTb CTO SieT — He Hanaéwb", — AyMan KHA3b
NBaH, oTnpaBnsas Mapycio noa oxXpaHoiu ABYX CBOMX XOJI0MNOB B Nec.

N penctButenbHo, CTpyKOB M Aywow, W TenoMm 6bi1 npegaH CBOeEMY
MOSI0AOMY TOCMOAMHY; OH CIYXWn Bepon M npasBaon u 3abotmncsa o
KHSI)KECKOM Nnece, Kak o cBOEM paobpe. Nope 6biBano Myxwuky, ecnu Maspuna

3acCTaBan €ro 3a |'|0py6|<0+0, — OH OTHMUManN y MYXWKa-ropemMmbiKn u“ TOMOp, U



nowanéHky, a caMoro BUHOBHMKA nU3bmBan 40 NONYyCMEpPTH.

CypoB 6bin1 aBpwuna, HenogaTnme; HU CNéE3bl, HU MONbLObLI He Tporanam ero
3arpybesBwero cepaua. PocToM OH Obln1 BEIMKAH, B Mjiedax — KOCas CaXeHb,
6opoaa No Nosic, BOAOChI pbiXXKe C NpoCeablo; B3rns4 30pKUMn, CypoBbIi, Aa U
cuny uMmen oH 6onblwyto, 6oraTblpCKyk; Ha MeaBeass Xoausn OAMH, B35B
TOJSIbKO TOMOP Aa poraTuHy.

Bua y MaBpunbl Bcerga 6bin CypoBbIA, MpayHblii; peako nosiBnsnach ynbibka
Ha ero nuue. [axe co cBoen pno4vepbito, AHKOTKOW, OH 6bln He 0Ccob6eHHOo
nackoBs, He 6anosan eé, gepxan Bcerga B CTpaxe M B NMOBMHOBEHMW M NULb
peaKo-peaKo CTaHOBUJICA HEXHO NbAaWmnM oTUoM, caxan AHIOTKY K cebe Ha
KoNeHa, uenosan eé, nackan u gaxe mrpan c Heto.

AHIOTK@ pocna, He 3Has MaTepuHCKOM nacku, OCTaBLWWUCb ABYXJEeTHeMn
CUPOTKOW Mnocne CMepTu MaTepu, U BblIpoCiia COBepLUeHHOW AWKapkon. [Ans
Heé He 6bI10 Apyroro MuMpa, Kak BEKOBOW FyCTOW fiec, U APYron CeMbu, Kak
oTeu, ABoe paboTHMKOB U CTapyxa CTpsnyxa.

B neTHiolo nopy AHKOTKa OT 3apu Ao rnybokon Houm nposoauna B necy;
pasBe NpmbexuT AOMOK 3a KyckoMm xneba — BOT MU Becb eé€ oben. B necy en
6bI10 XOpOWO, MNPUBONABLHO, SAro4 MHOrO, JieCHbIX UBeToB ToXe. bbiBano,
CnneTéTt oHa cebe BEHOK W3 LBETOB, 3a/5e€3eT Ha AepeBo, YCAAETCS Ha CyKy,
CMOTpUT, Kak 6enkm C gepeBa Ha AepeBO, C CyKa Ha CyK MpbIiratT, a To
nyratb HayHET. NAET KakoM-HMOYAb MPOXOXUA NecoM — AHIKOTKa BbICNEAuT,
Korga OH NOpaBHSETCSA C TeM AepeBOM, Ha KOTOPOM OHa CUAUT, Aa KakK BAPYr
BCKPMKHET He CBOMM ro/i0COM, UM 3axoxodeT. MNpoxoxun bpocanca 6exartb
6e3 ornsaku, B yBepeHHOCTH, YTO 3TO — JIELNNA.

raspuna CtpykoB ntobun cBow A04YKY A0 6e3ymus.

BOT K 3TOMY-TO NecHWKY 1 npuBe3nu Mapycro Xononbl KHA358 MBaHa, NpUYéM
OAVH U3 HUX Nepefan Takown npukas ero:

- Monogon Haw KHA3b npucnan k Tebe noa HabnwaeHuve 3Ty nTaxy wu
npukasan bepeub e€ ga crepeyb nyuwe ceoero rnasa. OTesean en ropHuuy B
BEpPXHEM XWNbe, MoYnle M nonyywe, HO M3 FOPHUUbI HAa €AWHbIM War He
BblMyCKaK; BCero nydwe gepxm eé nog 3amkom. Kopmu v noum nocnaiie, He

Xanes geHer: KHa3b MBaH AnekceeBud 3a BCE Tebe cTopunuero 3annaTtuTt U



KHS)XXECKOK MUNOCTbio Tebss He ocTaBuT. A eCnm BbiNYyCTUWb NTAWKy W3
K/1IeTKN, TaK yXe NpsiMo CO CBOEW rosIoBOM NMpoCTUCH!..

— A 4TO 3TO 3a nNTaxa? — CNPOCU/ NECHUYNN.

— A KTO eé 3HaeT!.. MoXeT, nocagckas, a MOXeT, U Kyneyeckas A04Yb; TOJIbKO
nTUUa He BaXXHOro nonéra.

- JlagHo, Tak U 3HaTb byaem.

KHsxeckne xononbl yexann obpaTtHo B MockBy, a Mapycsl Kak-TO HEBOJIbHO
noKopwuaacb CBOEN y4acCTu M OCTanacb XWTb B SieCy, B AOMe /IeCHMKaA.
CornacHo KHsSXeCcKoMy npukasy, NaBpuna oTBEN el B BEpXHEM 3TaXe YUCTYIo
M NpPOCTOPHYK rOpHMUY, a And Yycayr npucTtaBuil K HEW  CBOK
yeTblpHAAULATUNETHIOW A04Yb AHIOTKY. Ta C paaoCTblo MPUHSANACh CNYXUTb

ALl

"kpageHon" 6ogpeblwHe. O6e oHWM COWNNCh C NepBOro Xe AHS, nonwbunu apyr
Apyra v cuuMtanucb noapyramu. AHIOTKa, C cornacums otua, nepebpanacb B

ropHuuy Mapycu, 1 NecHU4Ynii 3anmpasn Ux Ha HoYb Ha 3aMoOK.

XIII
NMoka npouMcxoamnm BCe ONuUCaHHble paHee cobbITMS, MMNepaTop-OTPOK
npoAosKan XuTb B MOCKBe, yBfleKasiCb pa3HbIMU pas3BiieYeHUs MU U, TNaBHbIM
obpa3om, oxoton. Ero BocnutaTenb, Buue-kaHunep OcTepMmaH, He pa3s
cnpawmuBan ero, Korga >e OoH noxesiaeT BepHyTbCs B [eTepbypr; uMmnepatop
otBeyan: "Ckopo, ckopo!" — HO NnpoxoaAnnn Heaenu, Mecsilbl, @ rocyaapb U He
aAyman o nepee3ge B "lMeTpoB napagm3s".
MeTpy II He xoTenocb ocTtaBnATb MOCKBY, Tak Kak OH 4yBCTBOBan cebs 3a4echb
ropasgo cesoboaHee, HeXxenn B CeBepHOM ctonuue. Haxoasicb nog BAUSHUEM
[JlonropykoBblX, OH npeaaBanca 6ecrneyHor >XWM3HWM U BOBCE HEe 3aHMMascs
Aenamum, a Takxe u cBomMm obpasoBaHueM.
OJa n po storo M 6bINO0 MMNEpaTopy-OTPOKY, A0 HAyK n, Koraa
[oNropykoBbl KaxAbl AeHb BblAyMblBaAW AN HEero BCE HOBble UM HOBble
passriedeHnsa? OHM NpUyyYnnIn mMmnepatopa e3auMTb Ha OXOTy NoA npeanorom
COBEpPLIEHHOro yaaneHums OT uapeBHbl EnusaseTbl MeTpoBHbI, B KOTOPYH OH
ODEeNncTBUTENbHO 6bln BNOO6NEH, HO Ha caMOM Adene Ans TOoro, BO-MepBbIX,

YyTOb6bI YAannTb €ro OoT BCEX TEX, KTO MOI roBopmtb €My O BO3BpallEHNUN B



MeTepbypr, a BO-BTOpbIX, AN TOro, 4Ttobbl OH He 3aHMMancs
rocyfapcTBeHHbIMU AenaMu n 4ytobbl NocennTb B HEM, €C/I BO3MOXHO, MbIC/b
0 BBeAeHUW cTapbix obblyaeB, W, HakoHel, ANS Toro, 4Tobbl 3acTaBUTb €ro
XEHUTbCA Ha KHsHKHe [onropykoBon. PoACTBEHHWKM nocneaHen 30pKo
cTepernM mMmnepatopa-oTpoka WM He AOMNyCKanu K HeMy ApYyrnx BesibMOX,
60scb, Kak 6bl NocnegHne He nomewann CBOMMUM HAroBopaMm UX MJaHy, HoO,
HEeCMOTpS Ha 23TO0, 3aMeTHO ObI0 He TONbKO OXNJaxXAeHwe, a jaxe
HepacrnonoXeHne rocyaaps K csoen Hesecte. KHA3b Anekcen puropbeBuny
paccbinanca npea vMMnepatopoM B MNOXBanax CBOEW A04Yepu, HO rocyaapb
paBHOAYLWHO Ciywasn 3TU NoxBajbl U BCE pexe U pexe M3bABASAN XelaHue
BUAETb CBOK O6pYyYEHHYIO HEBECTY.

BnpoueMm, KHsXHa EkaTepuMHa HWCKONbLKO He coxanena o6 3tomM. B
OTKpOBEeHHOW becede C cecTpon U C ApPYrMMKM 6IM3KO CTOABLUMMU K HEN
nvuaMun oHa rosopwuna:

- {1 yBepeHa, 4YToO MO aBrycTemlni XeHnx He Nbut MeHsd, aa n a9 nbnio
€ro, Kak rocyaaps, HO He KaK >XeHuxa: BeAb OH ASI9 MeHSA Mosof, COBCeM
MasbuUMK, C TaKMM MYXEM HM LApPCKas KOPOHa, HWM MNO4YeCTU, HUYTO He
npesnbliaeT MeHs... U 9 C padoCTbio OTKaszanacb 6bl oT BCcero. Ho mMon oTey
yectonobume, OH Xo4yeT 3aayMaHHoOro 6paka, U 9 NMOKOPSOCb, XOTA MU CKpens
cepaue. OQHO TONLKO M MPUMUPSAET MEHHA, @ UMEHHO — YTO XXEHOK rocyaaps s
He 6yay, S B 3TOM yBepeHa... 1 Npea4YyBCTBYHO...

N 3TO npeavyscTBMe He 06MaHyno KHSXHY EkaTepuHy. Kak yBunanmMm aansuie,
BCe u4ecTonobuBbie MNOMbICAbI [ONrOPYKOBbIX paspywunncb, M 3a CBOEé
yecTtonbure OHM CTpaHO NONAATUAMUC.

OpHako OcTtepMaH He OCTaBnAsii CBOEM MbICAM O HeobxoanMMoCTum
BO3BpalleHuns rocygaps B lNMetepbypr n ogHaxabl ONATb CKasasn eMmy:

- Bpems, rocyaapb, 6bITb BaweMy BennM4yecTBy B pe3naeHumun, spems!

- A MockBa pa3Be - He pe3ngeHumna? Ax, AHapen MBaHOBUY, S TaK NPUBBLIK K
MockBe, CpOAHUNACHA C Hel. A He NoHMMal, 3a4eM MOW aen nepeHéC CBOH
pe3naeHumio 3 Mocksbl B MNeTepbypr? 34ecb MHOro ny4dwe: n BO34yX uulle,
W fleca Kpyrom, ectb rae nooxXoTUTbCS...

- Baw pen 6bin BENMKUM mMmnepaTtopoM. OCHOBbIBasi CBOK pe3naeHUUo B



MNeTepbypre, oH TeM caMbiM CONMU3UACSA C €BPOMNENCKMMU MNPOCBELLEHHBLIMU
rocyaapcresamu.

- A MHe MockBa 6onbwe HpaBuTca. A xenan 6bl HaeBcerga B Mockse
oCTaTbCs, — 3a4yMUYMBO NPOroBOPM MMNEPaATOP-OTPOK.

- DTOro caenartb, Balle BeNUYecTBO, Henb3sd. BosBpaweHue B [eTepbypr
BaM, rocygapb, Heobxoammo. Beab TaM cocpenoTtodyeHO BCE ynpaBneHue
nMnepuen.

- [la xopowo, Xxopouwlo... ecnn Hajo, 4 noeny.

- Korga e, rocygapb, COM3BONIMTE HA3Ha4YUTb nepeesq asopa? MoxeT 6bITb,
nocne ceaabbbl?

- [ocne kakon ceBaabbbl? — paccesiHHo cripocun MéTp.

- Mocne Bawen, rocyaapsb.

- Ax pga, nocne Moen ceaabbbl! Tak Tbl BCE AyMaewb, AHApen MiBaHOBUY, 4YTO
Mos cBaabba C KHAXHOW EkaTepuHOM cocTouTCAa?

- A TO Kak xe? Beab KHsxHa EkaTtepuHa obpydeHa C BallMM BENNYECTBOM.

- WM poyb MeHwwukoBa Toxe 6bL1a co MHOW obpydyeHa. Kctatu, rae Tenepb
MeHLWwwunKoB?

- B bepésose, rocyaapb, COr/lacHO BalleMY peLUEHUIO.

- MHe xoueTtcs, AHApen VBaHOBWY, CMArYMTb y4dacTb MeHwwukoBa. lycTb
AaAyT eMy HeKOTopble SibroTbl, B 0CO6EHHOCTUN Xe ero ceMencTBy. [louepen u
CblHA Jaxe MOXHO BEpHYTb WM BO3BpaTUTb WM 4acTb KOH(MWUCKOBAHHOIO
mMmyuwectea. [lpaBga, MeHWWKOB BWHOBEH, BO MHOroM BWHOBEH... HO ero
aoyepn, CblH? 3a 4yTO OHM TepnaTt? A 6eaHas KHAMMHSA MeHWWKoBa He
rnepeHecna... Kto BMHOBHUK €& cMepTu, KTO?.. Bbl, rocnoga, Haydunm MeHs
»ecTokocTtu, Bbl! C MEHLWWKOBBIM A MOCTYNW/ KPYTO U packamBalCb B TOM, —
W, C BOJIHEHMEM MpPOroBOpMB 3TU CNOBa, MMNEPATOP-OTPOK cTan 6bICTpO
pacxa)xusaTb N0 KabuHeTy.

- CMel0 3aMeTuTb, Bawe BeNM4YecTBo, 4YTO MHOrme pgesaHus MeHwunkoBa
CNY>XXWUJIN BO Bpepn rocyaapcTtsy.

- [lJa, HO MHOroO caenaHo MM U Ha MOoNb3y rocyAapcTBa; 3TO TOXe 3abbiBaTb
Henb3s.. Mo BenuKMM aea ymen ueHuTb ycnyr MeHwwukoBa. Bo3spawatb

€ro M3 CCblIKM He Hago, HO HeobXoAMMO CMSrYUTb y4acCTb €ro JIM4HO U €ro



aeten. OHM NMPUBBLIKIN K AOBOJIbCTBY, K POCKOLWW — N BAPYF AANbHASA CCbISKa,
nuuweHune gaxke Heob6xoaANMOro. OTO YXACHO, y>KacHo!

- YcnokonTecb, rocyaapb: MeHWWKoBbIM 6yayT OKa3aHbl HEKOTOPbIE JIbroThl
N AeHer Ha ux cogepxaHue 6yayT oTnyckaTb BABOe 6onee npexHero.

- [a, aa, AHapen MBaHoBuu! A He xouy, 4TOBbl OHM HYXXAANUCb B YEM-NTNGO.
A po4yepsiM U CbiHy MeHLWKKOBa BO3BPaTUTb UX MMYLLECTBO U 3BaHue.

- Coenatb 3TO, rocygapb, MOXHO, HO He Tenepb, — BKPaAYMBbIM T0OJIOCOM
3aMeTun TOHKMI aunnomaTt OctepmaH.

- A 5 Xo4uy Tenepb Xe, — HaxMypuB cBOou 6poBu, pesko nporosopwun lMéTp,
Ha4YMHaBLUINIM CEpANTBLCS.

- A 4TO cKaxeT, rocyaapb, Bawa 6abka, uapuvua EBgokns ®é€aoposHa?

- babywka MOXeT roBOpWUTb, YTO XO4eT; A Jaxe nonpowy eé He
BMewmnBaTbca B Mou gena. O Bo3BpaweHMM MeHLWMKOBBIX M3 CCbIIKU
caenaro pacrnopsikeHue B CBOE BpeMs, a Tenepb Xo4dy, 4yTobbl bbina cMardyeHa
MX y4acTb, U NpUKa3bIBaKO cAenaTb 3TO HEMeAIEHHO.

- Cnywato, rocyaapb, — € NOKJOHOM npoMonsun OctepMaH un noweén 6bi1o K
aBepu.

- Bbl yxoaute, AHApen NBaHOBWY, paccepamnmncb Ha MeHS 3a HaCTOMYUBOCTb.
He cepaunTechb... Mbl CKOpO noeaeM B lNUTep; XOTb M HE XOYeTCs MHe Tyaa, HO
BUXY, Hado.

- [1aBHbIM-A4aBHO HaAo, rocyaapsb!

- N noepeMm, TONbKO, MOXanywmcra, He BopuyuTe W He cepauTecb. [o
cBuaaHbs, AHapen MeaHoBuu!.. YXoas, NOWINTE KO MHE AeXYPHOro gnurenb-
aAbloTaHTa.

CnycTtss HEMHOro B KabuHeT rocyaaps BOwWEN dnurenb-aabloTaHT CBEYUH 1,
0TAaB HU3KUIN MOKJ/IOH, OCTAHOBUICS Y ABEPW.

- YT0 270 3HaAUNT? CeroaHs, KaXeTcs, He Balle AeXYPCTBO, a XpanyHoBa? -
Crnpocun y Bowealero umMnepaTop-oTpok.

— Tak To4yHO, Balwle Benm4yecTso!

- ['ae e XpanyHoB?

- IMe 4ecTb [JO0NO0XWUTb BalleMy Ben4YecTBy, 4TO dnurenb-aabloTaHT

XpanyHOB apecToBaH.



- Kak apectoBaH?.. KTo ero apecrtosan? — C yaMBJ/ieHUEM BOCKIMKHY ETp.
- 1o Nnpuka3sy ero cuaTenbCcTBa, KHA34 ViBaHa Anekceesunya.

- KHa3b MBaH npukasan apectoBaTb XpanyHoBa? — yAMBASASACbL BCE 6onee un
6onee, nepecnpocun rocygapb. — 3a 4To?

- He mory 3HaTb, Balwe Benn4yectso!

- Bbl nyTtaete, CBeunH! DTOro 6bITb HE MOXET: KHA3b MBaH v XpanyHoB -
6onbline npuaTenw.

- CMel0 yBepuTb, Balle BenUYecTBO, 4YTO dnurenb-aabloTaHT XpanyHoB
apecTtoBaH No npukasy KHA3a MBaHa Anekceesunya.

- CTpaHHO, [0BONIbLHO CcTpaHHO! [la BOT M KHA3b MBaH, NErok Ha MnoMuHe.
CBeunH yBepsieT MeHs, 4YTO Tbl NpuKasan apectoBaTb XpanyHoBa, — 6bICTPO
obpaTtuncs nmnepaTtop-oTPOK K Boweawemy NeaHy Jonropykosy.

- OH roBopuT nNpasay, — CMeNo OTBETUN TOT.

— Tbl Npukasan apectoBaTb XparnyHoBa? 3a 4To?

- [o3Bosib yMonyatb 06 aToM, rocyaapsb!

- KHa3b WBaH, s [JomxeH 3HaTb NpUYKMHY! — HACTOMYMBO MNPOU3HEC
uMneparTop.

- 5l NnpuKaxy ero BbiNyCTUTb, rocyaapb!

— DTOro HeAOoCTaTovYHO. A Xo4y 3HaTb, 3a YTO XparnyHOB apecToBaH!

Mpexae ueM oTBeTUTb, MiBaH JonropykoB nornsgen Ha uMmnepaTopa-oTpoka
M npouynTan Ha ero suvue pocagy v rHes. TakuMm TOHOM [léTp HWKorga He
roBopun co csouMm nwbuMuem, a NOToMy MocneaHuni, onycTus rosioBy, TUXO
oTBEeTUN:

— XpanyHoB ockopbun MeHs, rocyaapsb!

- 3a ockopbneHune nonaraetcs cya, BaHa! YTo BCé 3TO 3HaAuuT? Beapb
XpanyHoB 6b121 TBOMM 60MbLLINMM NpusATENEM? — yxe Marde cnpocun MNéerp.

- [ocypapb, TyT Aeno MOE JnnyHoe... XpanyHoBa S cenyac Xe MNpukaxy
BbINYCTUTb U3-NOA apecTa, ecain Xe s caenan 4YTo-mbo NpoTMBO3aKOHHOE, TO
MPUKaXXuTe CyauTb MeHS.

- MonHo, nonHo, BaHs, uto Tbl! CyanTtb TE6a? [da pa3Be 3TO MOXHO?.. MHe
XOTeNnoCb TONIbKO Y3HaTb, U3-3a 4Yero Tbl NOB340PWUS C XpanyHOBbIM, HY a ecnu

3TO — CeKpeT, TO WU He Haao, He Haao. ToNbKO MNpUKaXu BbINYCTUTb



XpanyHoBa... 8 xoTen gatb eMy npukas K 6abyuwke, B MOHACTbIPb.

- OH cenyac xe aBUTCH npes BalnM BeSIMYECTBOM, rocyZapb, — NpOroBopun
MBaH [JONropykoB W, OTK/JAHSBLIWCH, Bbiesa C TeM, 4YTobbl OTNpPaBUTLCA Ha
raynTteBaxTy, rae B OAMHOYHOM 3aK/loveHnn Tommncs J1ésywka XpanyHoB.

Ero TiopbMa noxoauna Ha KBaApaTHbIM SWWK; BCTaTb B HEWN, BbITSHYBLUUCb BO
Be€Cb POCT, 6bIJI0 HEBO3MOXHO, JleUb e MOXHO 6blN1I0 TOSIbKO CKOPYMBLUUCD.
CeeT eaBa MpoHMKan 4yepe3 MasieHbKOe OKOHLe, HaxoAuBLUeecs NojA CaMbIM
NOTOJSIKOM; KpOMe [AepeBSAHHOMW, HWYEM He MNOKpbITOM KOWKM [a CcTona, B
TIOpbMe Hu4yero He 6bI/10; B HEE caXkann TOJIbKO BaXXHbIX MPECTYMHUKOB; K
HWUM 6bI1 NpUYNCNeH n XpanyHoB.

Mpowén aeHb, HacTan Apyron, a ABepb B TIOPbMy He OTBOps/iacb, B Heé
HWUKTO He BXOAWN; TO/IbKO C Beyepa COoNAaT-CTOPOX MOCTaBWU/ HA CTOJ KPYXKY
C BOAOK M MNOJI0XMA NIOMOTb YEpHOro xneba.

TOMWUMbBIN My4ynTenbHbIMM AyMaMum 06 yyacTum Kpacasuubl Mapycu, JIEByLuka
NpUXoAUN YyTb 1N HE B OTYasiHMeE.

"'ae Mapyca? Yto c Hew? Kyana 3aBé3 eé MeaH Jonropykos? KTo 3awmTtuT
eé?" — 3TK MbICNIM He AaBann NoKOos MOJ0AOMY oduuepy U HaBOAUN HA HEro
CTpaLLHY TOCKY.

Ho BOT 3arpemMen 3aMOK ero THOpPbMbl, ABepb OTBOpuNacb, Ha nopore
rnokasanca cam ¢aBopuT, KHA3b MBaH; ero nauyo 6bin1o0 6negHo u
BCTPEBOXEHHO.

- YTo BaM HaAo, KHA3b? 3a4yeM Bbl MPUWIN? — THEBHO KPWUKHYN Ha
Boweawero XpanyHoB.

- 4... 9 npuwén ocsoboanTb Tebs, — TUXO OTBETUN KHA3b MBaH.

- CaM cuatenbHbl KHA3b, MBaH AnekceeBud, uapckuii nwobumen, npuién
ocBoboanTb MeHs! Kakasa 4yecTb ans MeHs! — n JIEByLuKa Xen4yHo 3acMesncs.

- Mpexae 4yeM 3n106UTbCA Ha MeHs M ynpekaTb, Tbl BbiCaywan 6bl MeHs. A
npuweén Kk Tebe ¢ MUpoM, a Thbl...

- Pa3zBe Mexay HaMW, KHA3b, MOXeT 6biTb Mupl.. He Mup, a BeuyHas,
HenpuMmnpumasa spaxgaal

- HanpacHO Tbl ropsunwbcsa, XpanyHoB! Bpaxabl Mexay Hamu 6biTb He

MOXEeT, — CMOKOMNHO MporoBopwus KHA3b VBaH.



- Kak He MoxeT? Tbl OTHS1 Yy MeHS MoK HeBecTy. Jlydwe 6bl, KHA3b, Tbl
OTHS1 Y MEHS XXWU3Hb.

- Hn cnoea, XpanyHoB! Hu cnosa! C Toro pasa, Kak TBOS HeBecTa 6bina C
To6010, A 6onblIe He BMaan eé u Tenepb Bo3Bpawato Tebe.

- A rae oHa? Kyaa Tbl, KHA3b, npunpsaran Mapycro?

- Mou KoHM cBe3yT Tebs K Hel. ToNbKO npexae 4yeM exaTb K Mapyce, ctynamn
BO ABOpeL, K rocyaapto.

- K rocypapto, Tbl rosopuwb? — yameuaca JIEsywka XpanyHoB.

- [a, ga, ckopee! Ho ecnu rocyaapb CTaHeT cripawmBaTbh, 3a 4YTO S NMpukasan
nocaauTb Tebs Ha raynTBaxTy, He roBoOpu eMy NpUYUHbL... CKaXXun TONIbKO, 4YTO
Mbl MOB340puaKn. He ckaxewsb, ans 1ebsa xe byaet nydwe!

JléBywka HW cnoBa He BO3pa3wus Ha 3TO: OH 6bl1 rOTOB Ha BCE, NUb b6bl
nockopee yBuaaTb CBOKO MUMYIO.

Yepe3s HeCKO/IbKO MWHYT OH M KHA3b VIBaH BMecCTe BbIWIW C raynTBaxThl.
Conpatbl BbICTPOUINCL M OTAANN BOMHCKME NOYECTU LapcKkoMy nobumuy.

- Tbl X04ewb XeHUTbCA Ha Mapyce? — nocne HEKOTOPOro MoJsiYaHUA CripoCcus
Jonropykos y XpanyHoBa.

- [la, KHA3b, 9 peLwwunn.

- Moi oTeu n 9 gaanm 3a Mapycen xopolliee npuaaHoe.

— KHA3b, UTO 3TO 3HAUMT? Nnu Tbl ONSATb Xo4Yelwb OCKOPOUTb MeHsA? Hu 4, Hu
Mapycs He Hy)XaaeMmcsa B nofayke, — ropayo nporosopu JIEByLuKa.

- DTO — He NojAayka, a AO/DKHOe, — TUXO NMPOMOJIBUIT KHA3b VIBaH.

- Kak gomkHoe? 4 He noHumato.

- Mocnywan; XpanyHoB, Mbl M34aBHA CUYMTANIUCL NpuaTensamu, 6n3KuMu,
No6e3HbIMU, N 9 MO-NpPexXHeMYy Xo4y OCTaTbCA TakuM. Bpaxabl Mexay Hamu
He AO/HKHO 6bITb; 4YTO 6b1SIO, TO NPOLWIO, U B 3HAK TOro A03BOJIb MHE O6HATH
Tebsa no-6patcku! — 1, ckasaB 3TO, KHA3b MBaH Kpenko obHsAN M nouenosan
XpanyHoBa, nocse 4yero npogosnkan: — JIEBywka, Koraa 8 npo npuaaHoe
3aroBopun, Tbl YMNpPEKHY/ MeHs, CKasaB, 4YTO MOoJayKu He Xenaewb, a 4
NOBTOPSAD, YTO 3TO — He nojadka, a AosmkHoe... OTel n 5, o6a Mbl AOSKHbI
AaTb npuaaHoe 3a Mapycen, noHnMaews? JomKHbI!

- A 5, KHS3b, ONATb CripalunBato, NoyYeMy AOIKHbI?



- [Ja notoMmy, 4To... Mapycs HaM He 4yxa4q.

- Kak Tbl cKa3an, KHA3b? — C YAUBIEHNEM BOCKIUKHYN JIEByLUKa.

- 5 roBopto, 4To Mapycs Ham pogHas, U NoToMy Mbl 06sa3aHbl BblAaTb eun
npuaaHoe.

— CTpaHHble cnoBa Tbl FOBOPULLb, KHA3b, CTpaHHble! Kak MoxeT 6bITb
LUblIFr@HKNMHA BHY4YKa poACTBEHHMLEN BaM?

— Tbl BCE y3HaeWb, BCE, TO/IbKO He Tenepsb... NMpowy, JIéBywka, He roesopu
Mapyce Hu cnioBa 06 3TOM.

— DTa TAUHCTBEHHOCTb, KHA3b, YAMBNSET MEH4.

- MoTepnun, npuatens!.. Fl0BOpO, BCE y3HaeLWb.

- Xopouwo, KHA3b, S Beplo Tebe.

Y asBopua XpanyHoBa AoXuaanacb nnxas Tponka, 3anpsi>k€éHHas B pacruncHble
CaHu.

- KoHn cBe3yT Tebsi, Kyaa HaAo, — CKasan KHA3b MBaH, nokasbiBas Ha
TPOMKY.

MNpexae 4eM exaTb 3a cBoen Bo3nwbneHHoun, JIésywka 3awén BO ABopel,
NoONpocun A[oNoXWTb O cebe rocypgapto M 6bin ToT4yac xe npuHAT. TéTp
3acbinan ero BonpocaMun, oAHako JIéBywKa CKpbla MPUYMHY CBOEWN CCOpbl C
KHs3eM MIBaHOM M CKa3an TOJIbKO, YTO OHWM NINYHO noB3aopwuaun, oba He B Mepy
noropsiuMBLINCL, NpUYéM KHA3b MBaH paccepaunca v npukasan ero
apecToBaTb.

- Hapgetocb, 4TO HM4Yero noaobHoro 6onble He cnyyumTcs U Tbl byaewb no-
npexHeMmy npuatenem kHA3 MBaHy. Hukakmx ccop s He Tepnat! — cTporum

rosI0COM MPOroBOPUS MMMNEPATOP-OTPOK, OTNYCKas XpanyHoBa.

X1V
Co cTpacTHbIM HeTeprieHneM HEccs XparnyHOB K CBOel BO3/1t06neHHON Ha
TpOWKe NUXuX KoHen. Elo ynpaBnan monoaon sMWMK, a pssaoM C HUM cuaen
nakem KHa3a WMeaHa, WrHaTt, KoTopoMy 6bif10 NpuKasaHo [AOCTaBUTb
XpanyHoBa B JfleCHble KHS)XXecKume XOpoMbl. He pa3 cnpawwusan Jiésylwka 0O
TOM, CKOPO /I OHW NpueayT, U HaKoHeL, ycnbiwan oT UrHaTta:

- Ckopo, ckopo, 6apwuH!.. BoT, BnanTte, Baanu nec suaHeetcss? B HEM-TO un



HaXoAATCA KHAXEeCKNe XOpOMbl.

- [a Beab A0 3TOro fneca, noxanyn, 4obpbix NaTb BEPCT byaeT.

- ne, n Tpéx He b6yget... Hy, Tbl, yero cnuwb? [lpuyaapb KoHen-To! -
KPUKHYN UrHaT AMLMKY.

TOT HATAHYN BOXXKW, TMKHYJT, N KOHW MOHEC/INCb TaK, YTO Yy NMYTHWUKOB Aaxe
AyX 3axBaTbiBaso, B rfasax MyTunoCb. BOT OHWM Bpe3anucb B BEKOBOM
COCHOBbIN flec, U Mexay AepeBbsiMU MoKasasacb Kpbllwa JE€CHbIX XOPOM.
AMWwmMK ¢ 60MbLLIOK Npoe3XXen Aopora CBEpHY/T Ha Y3KYy, BeayLlyl npsiMo K
XOpOMaM, 1 y BOPOT KPYTO O0Caaun/l KOHEMN.

- 34ecb? — OTPbLIBUCTO cnpocun y rHata XpanyHoB, BbIMpbIrMBas U3 CaHeN.
- 3pecb, noxanywurte. BoT n cam gaaa MNaspwuna, — nporosopun UrHart.

B camMoM pene, HaBCTpeyy npuexasBlMM MOCMEWHO BbilWen K BOpOTaM
necHnuumn Naspuna CTpykos.

- KT0 310? — cnpocwun JIésywkKa, nokasbiBasg Ha CTpykoBa.

- A 370 6yAeT 34eWHNN NeCHUYUNA.

- Tak y Hero Mapycsa?

— Tak TOYHO, rocnoAuH, Moxanymte B XOpOMbl. YTO Xxe Tbl, Aaas Faspuna,
CTOULWb, KaK NneHb? Bean B XOpoMbl rocnoanHa oduuepa.

Ho necHnumint CTpyKOB He TPOHY/ICA C MecCcTa; OH Oblnl MpayeH M 4YeM-TO
CWUJIbHO BCTPEBOXEH.

- [aBpwuna, Aa 4Tto Xe Tbl?.. YTo Cc To60I NoaesnocsL?.. Haw rocnoauH, KHA3b
MBaH AnekceeBud, npukasan Tebe, He Mewkasa, C rocnognHoMm oduuepom
OTNYCTUTb FOCTbHO...

- E& HeT, - MpaydHo npomonsus CTpyKOB.

- Kak, Mapycu 30ecb HeT, HeT? — MEHSASCb B IMue, BOCK/IMKHYN JIEByLwKa.

- HeT... ywna oHa TankoM, M Mos AHIOTKA C Hetw yb6exana, - noHypuBs
rosioBy, TUXO oTBeTU/ aBpuna.

- Ywna... Tankom?.. BbiTb He MoxeT! Kyaa xe yntm, kKyga? Yto Xe Tbl
MONYuLWb, CTapuk? FNosopu! — He cnpocun, a NnpoctoHan 6eaHsara JIEésywka.

- Kyaa oHa ywnia - g He 3Hato, He BeAalo.

- HeT, Tbl BpéLwb, cTapukl!.. Tbl 3Haewb, rae Mo Mapycs... TyT Kakon-Hnbyab

o6MaH! BepHo, Tbl, BbINOMHAS NpUKas KHA39 MBaHa, npunpsaTan Kyaa-Hubyab



Mapycto?

- Kyna MHe eé npunpataTth? [la u 3a4eM? KHa3b MiBaH AnekceeBuY MHe Ha TO
rnpuvkKasa He gasarn.

- He nosepto Tebe, ctapuk!.. Tbl n TBON KHA3b, Bbl 06a — 3nogen! A cunoto
3acTasnto Tebsa ckasaTb npasay, 3acTaB/lo, — C FTHEBOM U OTYASHUEM KPUKHYN
Ha necHu4ero J1épywka.

— Tbl, rOCNOAMH, HaAO MHOWM He BNacTteH: A He 6otocb Tebsa! MpoBuHUACA 1,
TOYHO, TONbKO He npen Tobotw... Tebsa, rocnognH, 9 He 3Hat, a BUHA MOSA —
npes KHA3eM, 4YTO MAOXO CTepér S rocTblo M Aan en ybexaTb U3 XOpOM, Aa
elé feBKYy MOK CMaHUTb, — XMypO nporosopun aespwuna.

- Korga e ywna roctba? — CApPOCUN Yy JIECHUYEro KHSXXeCKUN ABOPOBbIN
UrHar.

- CerogHsa yTpoM. Bctan a4 paHo u nowén ¢ 4030pOoM B Jiec; XoaAusa 9 [OJro,
BEPHYNCS B XOpOMbl, no4yuTam, Kk obeny, crtan 3BaTb AHIOTKY, AOYKY, — He
OTK/INKAETCS; S HaBepX K roctbe, AyMan - Tam AHIOTKa, NoapyXxunacb oHa C
rocTben-To, BMEcTe C HeK B OAHOW ropeHke u cnana. Bxoxy HaBepx, a Tam
HeT HW rocTbWn, HU AHIOTKM; 0benx W cnea NpocTbil. S Ha ABOP, CTPANyXYy
cnpawwusato, paboTHUKA, He BUAANM N1 OHU AHIOTKKM C rocTben. "He Buaanu, -
roBOpSAT, — ABOPOM HUKTO He npoxoamn". A BOpoTa y Hac n AHEM M HOYbIO Ha
3anope.

- Kak Xe OHu ywnu, ecnm BopoTta 6bianM Ha 3anope? — npepbiBas [aBpuny,
cripocun XpanyHoB.

- Yepes naropoab cagoByto nepenesnn. Cneabl HA CHEry BUAHbI.

— Tbl 6b1 NO cnegam v Wén nckatb 6erngaHoK, — NpoMonBMA ABOPOBbLIM UrHaT.
- S v nowén no cnegaM. OHU BbIBESIM MEHSA Ha MPOE3XYK AOPOry, a TyT U
notepsanmcb. CaM 8 wuckan 6ernsaHoK, TONbKO HeAABHO BOPOTWUCA; a
paboTHMKKM M NO CEN Yac B NeCy UX ULLYT.

- Focnogu!.. 3umon, B necy... 3abnyaatcs, 3aMEp3HyT, — YyTb He CO Cne3ammu
nporoBopws Monoaon oduuep.

- Hy, Mo AHIOTKa nec 3HaeT Kak CBOW NATb Nanbues, He 3abnyautca. OaHo
TO/IbKO OMAacCHO: Ha 3Beps He HATKHY/MCb 6bl OHW. BONIKOB rosogHbIX Tenepb

rno siecy wngercd MmHoro. lonro nun ao 6enbl?



- Hapo vckaTb; 9 40 TeX NOp He YyCroKOKCb, Noka He obcneayt BCero neca.
N Bbl, NaBpuna n WUrHaTt, oba co MHOM noepete, — nporosopun JIEBYLUKa,
CaAsACb NOCMELIHO B CaHWu.

[Jonro nckanun oHn Mapycro U AHIOTKY: BE€Cb JleC OCMOTpesn, rae Ha nowansax
6bIN10 HENMb3S — NEeWKOM X0AWAWU, BSA3/IN B CHErYy, HO HUrAe He Hamanu Ha cnepq
6ernsaHok: obe OHM KakK B BOAY KaHynu. Tak B JIeCHble XOPOMbl HU C YeM U
BEPHYNNCb; a oTTyaa JIéBywka XpanyHoB B MockBy noexarn.

"Ecnn Mapycsa XuBa, TO, HaBepHoe, K csoeln 6abywke npuaéT; CKpbIBaTbCH
en 6onblwe Herae, — AyMan oH. — MoxeT, oHa, ronybka, yxe gasHo goma. Ho
yTo 3TO BCE 3HauuT? [laBeya KHA3b MBaH NOMAHYN Npo nNpuaaHoe...
JonropykoBbl XOTAT AaTb Mapyce npuaaHoe... lNMouyemy? He nonMmy 4, He
pasragato, npuv 4ém TyT [JOoNropykosbl. HeT nn TyT Kakoro-Hmbyab nogsoxa?
MoxeT, KHA3b MBaH npwukasan npunpsaTtatb Mapycio Kyaa-nnbo B apyroe
MecTo. JleCHMK C HWM, HaBepHoe, 3aogHo. [lpunpatann Mapycio, na U
roBOpSAT, YTO OHa cbexana. Hy ga a y3Haw, Aobepycb 40 npasabl, 4yero 6bl
MHe 3TO Hu cTouno!"

[loexaB Ao TBepCKOW 3acTaBbl U OTMNYCTUB C MIFHAaTOM KHSXKECKYI TPOMKY,
XpanyHoB newkom nowén B xmbapky MapuHbl, NUTaa Hagexay BCTpPeTUTb Tam
CBOK BO3/t06NEHHY0. HO eMy NpuWIoCb CKOPO pa3oyapoBaTbCs: AEBYLUKMU
TaMm He 6bu10.

Tsxénoe, yapydawuwee Brne4vaT/ieHMe MNpoum3Besio Ha CcTapyxy MapuHy
n3Bectne, 4to €€ BHyuyka Mapyca Heu3BeCTHO KyJda ucyesna W3 JIeCHbIX
xopoMm. E& ropio n cnesam He 6bin0 npegena. Korga e oOHa HECKOSbKO
rnoycrnokonnacb, TO cCTana o6cyxaaTtb C XpanyHoBbIM, KyAa Mornia yutu
Mapycs n roe Hago nckaTb eé.

HakoHelw OHWM pewmnnu noaoxaatb AeHb, U ecnn Mapycs AOMOW He BEepHETCH,
TO MNOPYYUTb NOJIMLUNN U CbILLMKAM UCKATb €é...

Mexay TeMm Mapycs cama nopewuna 6exaTb M3 OnoCTblIEBLUEr0 el NeCHOro
Aoma.

MpoOWeén TONbKO AeHb, KakK MO3HaKOMWUIMUCb Mapyca m AHIOTKa, a OHW yXe
ctann 6nmskumm noapyramu. CnoBooxoTnmBas AHIOTKA pacckasana Mapyce

Npo CBOKO XW3Hb B JIECY W, 3axnébbiBasicb OT BOCTOpra, noseaana, Kak



Mono4on uapb, 6yayym Ha oXoTe, npuesxan B JIeCHble XOPOMbl B FOCTU K UX
KHA310 ViBaHy AnekceeBn4yy, Kak MOJSIOA0W KHA3b BCTpedan rocygaps, yrowan
ero.

- BoT-TO Beceno ga pagoctHo 6bino y Hac Ttoraal.. Ympy — He 3abyay Toro
AHSA. Tocyaapb-TO  MOJSIOAEHLKUM-NPEMOSIOAEHBbKUIM, COBCEM ManbyuK, Aa
TaKoM NpPUroXXmum wm nackosbiri, C OTUOM MOMM TAKOBO JN1TACKOBO rOBOPUII,
YyepBOHLIEM ero noxasiosasn. A Kak yexasn uapb C HalMM KHA3eM, OMATb Y Hac
rnowsia cKkyyumuia.

— Ctano 6bITb, Tbl 34eCb, AHHYLLKA, CKy4aewb? — crnpocuia Mapycs y godepu
necHwuyero.

- [loMa cKkyd4ato, a B f1ecy HeT.

- Pa3Be B necy-To nyduwe, Becenee?

- 3Hamo. B necy B neTHioo nopy pan! BoT xopowo 6bs10 6bl, ecnn 6bl Thl,
Mapycsl, npobbina y Hac Ao neta. Cranm 6bl Mbl B fieC XO0AUTb, AroAbl pBaTh,
rpubbl cobmpaTtb, NO AepeBbsM Na3uTb. A, Kak 6enka, No AepeBbsM MNpbirato.
3anesy Ha CaMyl MaKOBKY, BbICOKO-BbICOKO, W CWXYy TaM Aa Ha Hebo
rnocMmaTtpuBsato.

— 3a4yeM xe Tbl, AHHYLWKa, Ha HebO CMOTpULLBL?

- BOSIbHO MHe xo4yeTcs yBuaeTb MaMKuHy aAyuwy. Beab MaMKuHa Aylwa-ToO Ha
Hebe, BOT M Xo4eTca MHe yBuAaeTb eé. [la BOT TO/IbKO CKOJSIbKO HU CMOTpena,
He Buaana. BugHO, MHOro s Harpewwna, MNoTOMYy MaMKMHa Aywa u He
MOKa3bIBAETCH, — NnevyasibHO nNporosopwusia AHIOTKA.

- Y10 Tbl, AHHywka! Benuku nu TBOM rpexmn? Yem xe Tbl rpewnwb? -
ynbibascb, cnpocuna Mapycs.

- Mano nu yeM. BOT TATbKX MHOrAA He C/ywar, CEPXYCb Ha Hero.

- A Tbl oTUa, AHHYLWKa, 6onwbca?

- HeT. Ja v yero 6o4tbcs ero? OH KO MHe ao6pbin!

- A ecnu, AHHywKa, He 6ouwbCcs oTua, Tak B3sna 6bl Aa BbiNyCTUA MEHS
oTcoaa, — TuXo nporosopuna Mapycs, 6eps 3a pyky AHIOTKY.

- YTo XK, nMOXanynm, — KakK-TO HepewwuTeslbHO NpoMOABMAa JAeBoYka U
nobasuna: — [la passe y Hac Tebe nnoxo?

- Cnbixana, AHHyLWKa, NOroBopky: "B rocrax xopowo, a goMa nyywe"? A ay



BaC He B roctax. Hy pasBse rocren gepxkaT rnoj 3aMKoM? A MeHs TBOW OTel Ha
3aMoOK 3anep.

PasroBop Mapycm C AHIOTKOM npoucxoamn NO34HUM BeYyepoM; ABepb
ropHMUbI, FAe OHW Haxoaumnucb, 6biia 3anepTa Ha 3aMOK @aBpuAOK, M KU
OH B34 c cobolo.

- WU 10, 1 TO... AX Tbl, MOS cepae4Hada! TosibKo oTua Tbl, Mapycs, He BUHW; 3TO
Hall KHA3b MpuKasan emy gepxatb Tebs noa 3aMkoM.. [biTanacb 1
cnpawmBaTb Y THATbKM, 3a4eM KHA3b Benen aepxaTtb Tebs B3aneptun. Kyaa
Tebel.. 3akpnyan OH Ha MeHs, 4YTO 3TO — He Moero yma Aeno, rpo3unacs 3a
BOJ1OCbl OTTacKaTb.

— 37101 YenoBeK KHA3b MIBaH, Aa 1 TBOM OTeL, TOXE...

- [0BOpPIO, OTUA HE BUHWU: eMy YTO BEN4AT, TO OH U AenaeT. Tonbko 1, Mapycs,
HUKaK He MNOWMYy, 4YeM Tbl MNPOBUMHMNACbL MNPOTUB KHA35, 3a4yeM OH Benen
aepxatb Tebs B HeBone? — HegoyMeBana AHIOTKa.

Mapycsa pacckasana BCE CBOE TMpuKlYeHne U, 3alauBadCb Cfesamu,
3aKOH4YMNa ero C/10BaMu:

- Hy, BOT BUAMLWb: 6blN Y MEHS XEHUX, @ KHA3b MIBaH pa3nyymn MeHs C HUM...
pa3bun Moé cyactbe. Cyan ero bor!

- AX, Tbl, cepaeyHas, cepaedHasi! — cama nnaya, BOCKIMKHYNa AHKOTKaA, a
3aTteM, nogymas, npogoskana: — Ho Tel, Mapycs, He COKpyLlancs... S BbinyLy
Teba Ha BOMO, BbiNyLLy.

- AHHYyWKa, Munas. [la passe 3T0 MOXHO? Beab TBOW OTeL 30pKO CTEpexéTr
MeHS.

- [lycTb cTepexéTt, a a9 BCcé xe Tebs BbinNywy, Aa U cama c Tobon ybery.
Tenepb 3MMa CTyAEHasl, MHE CKY4YHO 34ecCb. BoT ecnn 6bl neto 66110, Tak 9 HU
3a 4To He ybexana 6bl.

Ha cneayiouwee ytpo, kKorga Mapycsa v AHIOTKA TOJIbKO 4YTO BCTanau, K HUM B
ropHuuy Bowén Naspuna CTpyKoB.

- 300pOBO, CyAdapylika, 340p0BO, rOCTblOLWKA, — JIAaCKOBO TMPOU3HEC OH,
CTaBs Ha CTON XECTAHYI0 KPYXKY ropsyero CoUTHS.

- 3ApaBCcTBYHW, — oTBeTMNna Mapycs, nogHMMasi CBOM 4ydHble r/la3a Ha

NeCHn4Yero.



aBpuna, CMOTpeBWMN Ha Heé B 3TOT MOMEHT, BAPYr MU3MEHMUCA B nuue u
WCMyraHHbIM roJ1I0COM MpPOroBOpPwUII:

- Y10 310? C HaMm KpecTHasa cuna!..

Buanmo, oH 6bia nopakéH 0CobeHHOCTbIO B3rnsaa AeBYLIKW, HAaNnOMUHaBLLEN
eMy 4To-TO 6bl/1I0e, AaBHO 3HaKoMoe. AHKTKa 3aMeTuna ucnyr otua u
cripocuna:

- TaTbKa, 4yero Tbl ucnyranca?

- Monuu, monuu... Tebsa Kak 30ByT? — TUXO cnpocmn y Mapycu CTpyKoOB.

- Mapycen... Mapben, — oTBeTUNa AeBYLWKa, YAUBAAACb UCNYTY NeCHU4ero.

- M e, nokomHuuy, Tak 3Banu... YTo e 3T0? Heyxenu ubiraHka Mapbs C
TOro ceeTa npuwna?..

- TaTbKa, Aa 4YTO Tbl BOPYMLIbL?

- Monun, monuu, AHtoTKa!.. MNowna BHU3 U Xan! — KpUKHYN Maepuna godepu
WM, Korga Ta MOKOpHO ywna, obpatunca Kk Mapyce: - Ybsa Tbl 6yaews,
cypapylwka?

- He 3Hal, — KOpOTKO OTBETWU/1A eMY [AEeBYyLUKA.

— Kak He 3Haewb?.. Yba Xe Tbl A0Ub?

- [0BOpPIO, HM OTUA, HU MATEPU A HE 3Halo.

— W TOro He 3Haelb, XXUBbI JIN OHW?

- OTey xuB, a MaTb ymepsa.

- A Kak TBOK MaTb 3Basn? 3Haewb?

- 3Hato, Mapben. [la 3a4eM Tbl NPO BCE 3TO paccrpawmBaellb?

- HyXHO, cyaapylika: MOXeT, ANs TBOeW Xe nonb3bl... A poga Tbl He
LUbIrAQHCKOro nn?

- LblraHckoro.

— AC KeM Tbl 4O CUX MOp Xuna?

- C 6abywkon.

- A eé He MapuHOW N 3BaTb?

- Tak, Tak. Pa3sBe Tbl 3Haewb MOt 6abyLuky?

- 3Hat. To eCTb HEeT, HeT... 9 TaK, cydapywka-60sapbIWHA, Hayrag MonBui,
Tak!.. — BUANMO CMYTUBLUUCbL, MPOU3HEC aBpuna mn 3acobupancs yxoauTb. —

Hy, cuactnneo octaBaTbCs... A ceryac AHIOTKY K Tebe npuwnio... MoxeT, Tebe



YTO-HMOYAb HYXHO... TaK NpuKaxwu!

- Cnacubo, noka MHe HMYero He Hago. Bnpoyem, BOT UTO: He AepXU Tbl MEHS
rnoa 3aMKoOM, no)anymncra, He aepxul.. A u Tak He ybery.

- Het, HeT. Kak MoXHO Tenepb Tebs noa 3amMkoM gepxaTb? Kak MoxHo! S
cenyac kK Tebe AHIOTKY MNOLWK, CyAapyLlwKka-604apbIlWHSA, — U I@CHUYNIA, HU3KO
NoOKNOHMBWMCL Mapyce, Bblwen. Nas BHKM3, oH 6opMmoTan: — pex-To Kakon,
oTuUbl MOM, rpex-To Kakon! BpaT Ha cecTpy nocsaraeT, B TAXENOW HeBoJsie, No
HeBeAeHUID, cecTpy aAepxuT! A Kak MnoxoXa ublraHOYKa Ha CBOK MaTb-
MOKOMHMUY... BbinnTasa MaTb, Takasa Xe Kpacasumua! Mwb Tbl, gena-To Kakue!..
Ty kHA3b Anekcen puropbeBud crybus, a 3Ty ero CbiH 3agymasn norybuTs...
Bpat - cectpy!.. YTo MHe pgenaTtb, Kak 6bITb? Kak oT 6eabl UbIFrAHOYKY
cnactn? Exatb B MOCKBY M npeaynpeamTtb KHA3A MBaHa Asekceesuya,
CKasaTb eMy, KOro OoH B HeBoJie AepxXuT? lNMoxanyn, ewé He NoBEPUT, MEHS Xe
06BUHUT... AX, BOT, npuayman, npuayman!.. — B 3TOT MOMEHT OH OYYTUIICA yXKe
B CBOEM KOMHaTe W, MNo3BaB A0Yb, TUXO CKasan en, ornsaabiBasicb Mo
cTtopoHam: — Cnywan, AHoTka! 4 cenyac nongy B siec 1 paboTHUKOB BO3bMY C
cobot... He ckopo s BepHycb AoMoM. Tbl 6e3 MeHSs BbINyCTM HEBOJbHYIO
roctbto... [yCTb OHa, KyAa XoyeT, Tyaa v naéT, U cama C Hen CcTynamn...

- Tatbka, Aa Tbl WYyTWWb, 4YTO NU? — Tapawa rnasa oT YyAuBJIeHUs,
nporosopwia AeBoYKa.

- He Ao WyTOK MHe, He A0 WwyToK... Ckopee 6ernte! TemM Hawy roCTbHOLLKY
cnacéwb ot 6onblion 6eabl. lHEN Yyepe3 NATOK Tbl NpUxoan AoMon. 3a Tebsa A
He pobeto, Tbl He Nponaaélsb.

- He nponaay, TaTbka. A Tenepb s NOBUHIOCbH Tebe: Beab A cama xoTena
BbIMYCTUTb Ha BOMIO Mapyck — yX o4deHb eé 4 nonwbuna, ga n cama c Heu
6exaTb xoTena.

- W napgHo 6bI, AHIOTKA, caenana.

- Kak e 3To, TaTbKa, Tbl Mapyci Bbinyckaewsb? Pa3Be Tbl He 6ouwbcs
MOJ1I040r0 KHA34? — yAMBNEHHO cripocusiia AHIOTKA.

- He g eé Bbinyckato, a Tbl... [loHgana, 4Tto nn?

- [MoHana... 1 xutpeu e Tbl, TATbKa, BOT xuTpeL!

- Hy, MHe nopa B nec. lNpowai, goyka, xpaHun Tebsa bor! berute B Mocksy;



Hala rocTbs-605pbIWHA TaM NMpoXuBana; Kak gosBeAéwb eé A0 ropoga, Tak
OHa HebocCb nerko AOM cBOW HaWMAET. A cama Tbl AHEN 4yepe3 NSATb AOMOM
BEPHUCb; XAaTb 6yay... TONbKO roCcTbe HM C/I0Ba He roBopu MNpo TO, YTO 4
Tebe Benen eé Ha ceoboay BbiNyCTUTb. Hy, npowan, yxoxy.

agpuna CTpykoB, npuxBaTtuB C cobon paboTHMKOB, Bbiwen "obo3peBaTb"
nec, a AHIOTKa, cyacTiuBas, AOBOJbHas, nobexana HaBepx K Mapyce u,
3a4bIXasCb OT BOJSIHEHUSA, Nporosopuna:

- Cobupancsa ckopee, Mapycsl..

- Kyna? 3a4eM? — C yanmesieHMeM cnpocusia Mosogasa geByulka.

- Cobupainicsa, rosopt!.. Beab cama Tbl npocuna, 4tobbl 9 Teba Ha BOO
oTnycruna.

- Kak, AHHywka? Tbl ocBoboxaaewb MeHA? — padoCTHO BOCK/IMKHYNA
Mapycs. - Ho kyaa Mbl NONAEM?

- Tam BuAHO 6yaeT... NOKa Nu1Wb BOH M3 AoMa, 6naro oH He 3anepT. M cama A
c Tobon ynay.

- A TBOM OTel yWén?

- 3HaMo, npu oTue A Teba He BbinycTuna 6bl. B XopoMax TONbKO U OcTanacb
OAHa CTpsnyxXa; OHa OKOJI0 NeYynm BopoyaeTcs.

Mapycs 1 AHIOTK@ MNOCMNewHO OAeNINCb W BbIWAM U3 BOPOT JIECHbIX XOPOM.
OcTaHaBnmnBaTtb MX 6blNO HEKOMY; CTapyxa BO3WIacb B KyXHe U He Bugana, u
He cnbiXxana, Kak Mofoable AEBYLIKMN YLUN.

Bbino yTpo MOpoO3HOe, HO dAcHoe. Mapycsa un AHIOTKa MoCrewHo wauM no
necHon popore kK Mockse. ponas HEKOTOPOE pPacCTOSAHME OT JIECHbIX XOPOM,
Mapycs cnpocuna y conpoBoXaaBLlen eé AeBOYKMN:

- Kyaa Mbl ngém?

- [opora aTa Beaét kK MockBe, — oTBeTUNA el AHIOTKaA.

- botocb 91 B MockBY-TO naTn, AHHyLWKa, 600Cb. HepoBeH 4ac, KHA3s VMBaHa
B MockBe noBcTpeyaeM. Beab OH TONbKO M 3HAET, YTO NO HEW roHseT... NbuTt
OH MO yBeceNneHbsM pa3be3XaTb. YBUAUT, HY 1 nponana 1.

- W 4yto TbI, Mapycsa! MockBa He KIMHOM cowacb, aBOCb HaWAéMm, rae
YKpPbITbCS... TONIBKO BOT OAHO NAOXO: MOCKBa, roBOpSAT, AEHbry fobuT, a y

MEHA U rpolla HET.



- 3aTo Yy MeHs eCcTb, — C y/blbkon oTBeTuNa e Mapycs.

- BoT n nagHo. B MockBe C AeHbramu >XuTb MOXHO. BOT nponaém HemHoro,
nec KOHYUTCA, U NpuaémM B aepeBylKy KnMmMoBO; TaM NoApsiAvM MyXUKa, OH
Hac Ayxom Ao Mocksbl AoBe3€éT, 6bnaro y Tebs ecTb AeHbrn.

- Ox, AHHYLWIKa, Muias, a BApYyr Mbl Nornagémcsa HaBCTpeyy TBOEMY OTuy?

- He 6oics, He nonagémcsa: TATbKa MOWEN COBCEM B APYryk CTOPOHY, 4
BUAaena, — ycnokamesasa Mapycto, nporosopuia AHIOTKa.

Monoable AeBYWKW [OWNM A0 AepeBYyWwKM KnauMoBo M TaM noapsavnu
MY>XnkKa BaBuny nosestm Ux o MOCKBbI.

Mapycs 3akyTana ronosy B 60nbwWON NaaTok, 4yTobbl €€ He y3Han KTo-n1nbo,
n 6naronony4Ho goexana ¢ AHOTKOM A0 MockBbl. OgHako K cBoen 6abke oHa
He pelnnacb exaTb, a OCTaHOBWIACb HeBAaneke oT Xubapkum MapuHbl, Ha
MOCTOSINIOM ABOpPE, KOTOPbIX Ha TBepCKOM-AMCKOMN 6blsI0 MHOrO, B OTAE/IbHOM
KaMopke.

B nepBbli 1 BTOPOM AHM HUM Mapycs, HM AHIOTKA HWUKyAa He BbIXOAWIN U3
CBOEN KaMopKu, 605Cb BbINTM Ha ynuuy, 4TObbl He BCTPETUTb KHA34 VBaHa
JonropykoBa. HakoHel, Ha TpeTuh AeHb Mapycsa pewunacb nocnatb AHIOTKY
K 6abyliKke, pacckasaB en, Kak HanTn eé xnbapky.

Heuero n roBopuTb 0 paaoCTn MapuHbl, KOraa OHa ycnblxana, YTo eé BHy4dKa
XWNBEXOHbKA, W y3Hana, rae Ta oCTaHOBWM/IAaCb. TOTYaC Xe B COMNPOBOXAEHWUMU
AHIOTKM OHa OTnpaBmaacb Ha NOCTOSAMbIN ABOP.

PagoctHa O6blla e€ BCTpeya C BHYYKOM; NOCNeAHsAs pacckasana Bcé
npoucliewee ¢ Hel N 3aKoH4YUIa CNOBaMu:

- A BCé xe, 6abywka, 4OMON MHe BO3BpaLLlaTbCs HENb3S.

- Mouemy xe?

- A kH43b MiBaH Jonropykos?

- Ero Tenepb 60aTbCca Heyero. KHa3b MBaH AnekceeBMY HMKAKOro 3na tebe
He caenaer.

- Kak, 6abywka? Beab OH B HEBOJ1E MEHS, POBHO CBOI XOJIOMNKY, AepXKan.

- Tenepb 3T10ro, Mapycs, He 6yaeT. KHsA3b MIBaH MHOro Cokpyluancsi, Koraa
yCnbiXan, YTO Tbl TAMKOM YL@ U3 €ro JIECHbIX XOPOM.

— A Tbl KaK Npo TO y3Hana? - ¢ yamMBneHuem cripocuna Mapycs.



- A Tbl noroan, a9 Tebe BCE pacckaxy, BOT Kak aomon npuaém. [oBopto,
Hu4yero He 6olics.

Mapycsa cornacmnacb nepecenutbcsd kK 6abywke u Bckope 6blna yxe B
xmnbapke ctapyxu.

[dencrtButenbHo, [onropykoB HaBectun MapuHy. [deno B ToM, yTo [aBpuna
CTpykoB, pacckasaB XpanyHoBy 06 nMcuyesHOBEHWM CBOeW pgoyepu n Mapycm,
CYéN HeobXOANUMBbIM OUYMCTUTBLCS OT BCAKUX MOAO3PEHUNA U U3BECTUI O CBOEM
"rope" kHA35 MBaHa [jonropykoBa. ToT 6bin nopaxéH 3TUM 06CTOATENbCTBOM,
npeaBnas, Kakom TAXKUM yaap HaHeCcET OHO XpanyHoBY, W npukasan
NpoOM3BEeCTU PO3bICKM MO BCEM OKPECTHOCTAM [OpeHOK, a caM nocnewnn
nocetutb MapuHy, HagesiCb, UTO Mapycs BepHynacb K Hel. YBbl! E€é Tam He
6bIN10; K TOMY Xe CcTapyXa HaKMHyfnacb Ha Hero C ropbkuMMu xanobamm u
npuynTaHnsammn, obsmHaa ero B rmbenun eé niobummnubl. [ ONropykoB UCKpPEHHEe
Orop4yunnacs 3TMM UCHE3HOBEHMEM CBOEN Ha3BaHOM cecTpbl, noobellan crapyxe
HanTN eé BHY4YKY, @ BMeCTe C TeM He MPEMUHYN CKasaTb, YTO €My MU3BECTHO O
nwoben Mapycu m XpanyHoBa M 4UYTO OH HarpaguT KpacaBuuy AeBYLUKY
NpUAAHbLIM,

MapuHa, 3HaBWas TalHy POXAEHUS BHYYKM, MNpuUHSANa 3To obelwaHue Kak
OO/MKHOE, HO, KOHEYHO, peLlunna CKpbiTb OT Mapycu ero MICTUHHOE 3HayeHue.
Tenepb MapuHa coobwmna o6 3ToM Mapyce, No Bo3BpalleHUUN eé B poLHOM
AO0M.

— CaM KH43b MBaH 6bin y MeHs — BYepa 6bls1 1 HOH4Ye yTpoM 3ae3xan. [obpo
OH 3aayMan ana tebsa, Mapycs, caenatb.

- Kakoe nobpo?

- Xo4eT noa BeHel Tebsa ¢ JIEBYWKON XpanyHOBbIM CHapsaAuTb M NpuaaHoe
6onbwoe aaThb.

- YT0 OH 3a poamy MHe? Hn B npuaaHoOM, HX B ero 3abotax s He Hy>XAakcCb U
BMAETb €ro He xo4y, — cepamTo nporosopuna Mapycs. — I He nonmMy s Tebs,
6abywka! [laBHO N1 Tbl MHe roBopwuia, 4tobbl 9 6osanace JONropyKoBbIX, YTO
OHW — MOM Bparu, a Tenepb roBOpULLb...

- A Tenepb A roeopto, Mapycsi, uTo He cnep Tebe 60aTbCsa JONropyKoBbIX, a

TaKXXe HE CNieq 0TKa3biBaTbCA OT NMpuMAaHOro; ot ,q06pa HE OTKa3bIBAlOTCA.



- babyuwka, Munas, s He NoOHUMato, HNYEro He rNoHuMato!

- MNpuaét Bpemsa, Mapycs, noMMéllb, BCE NONMELLD!

- Korga xe npuaét 310 BpeMs?

- MpnaéTt ckopo... Bepb MOMM cnoBaMm, BHy4yka Munas; He obmaHy s Tebsal..
Beab Tebe BegoMo, Kak g nobato u xanew tebs...

Ha papyron peHb nocne cBoero Bo3BpalleHnss Mapycsa 6biuia yameneHa u
UCcrnyraHa HeoXWAaHHbIM npuesgoM KHA349 VBaHa. MapuHbl B TO BpeMs He
6b110 aoMa, B xmbapke ocTaBanuCb TONbKO Mapycsi U AHIOTKA; NocneaHssa oT
CcTpaxa crnpsaTanacb Ha neyky. HenackoBbIM B3rf840M BCTpeTUia Kpacasuua
Lapckoro aBopuTa 1M pe3ko Cnpocusia ero:

- YT10 Tebe, KHA3b, HaA0? 3a4yeM noxanoBan?

- He cepancb Ha MeHsl, Mapycsa! Buant bBor, He ¢ inxom a npmbbin K Tebe. U
3a npowsoe npoctn MeHa! — M Npu 3TOM ropAabii, CNEeCcUMBbIN KHA3b HU3KO
MOKJIOHUICA Kpacasuue.

- HMKak §, KHA3b, He MOMMYy, 4YTO HYXHO Tebe? — Xo0nogHO NporosBopwuaa
Mapycs.

- [103BO/Ib MHe 3arnaguMTb CBOW MPOCTYNOK, AO03BOMb caenaTtb Ansa Tebs,
Mapycs, nobpoe peno! - WCKPEHHMM TON0OCOM MPOU3HEC [lONropykoB W
6bICTPO Bblwen M3 xmbapku; 04HAKO OH TOTYaC Xe BEpPHY/ICS B HEe&, aepxa B
pyKax KpacuBbli flapel, KOBaHHbIM cepebpoM, NOCTaBW/ ero Ha non wu,
nokasbiBas Mapyce Ha Hero, npoMosnBun: - TyT 30/0TO W KaMHU

camouBeTHble. Bo3bMu ux, Mapyca! OHM [O/DKHBI NO MpaBy MNpuHaasiexartb

Tebe.

- [10/OKHbI  NpuHaasiexaTtb MHe? — nepecnpocuna gesywka. — [loyemy
MMEHHO?

- Kak Tebe ckaszatb? Kak noacHuTb?.. S, nNpaBo, He 3Haw, - C

3aMellaTeNlbCTBOM MPOMOSIBMA [ONrOpyKOB.

- Ecnu, KHA3b, HE CKaXelb, S HE NpPUMY fapua.

[oNropykoB HEMHOro nogymar, a 3aTeM NpPoun3HEC:

- BoT Buauwb nun, Mapycs, TBoei MaTepu 6bin A0KEH OAMH YENOBEK MHOIO-
MHOro geHer. OH He MOr 3annaTuTb AOJT NpU eé XU3HU, a Tenepb pasboraten

M nopydymnn M™MHE A0CTaBUTb Tebe 3TOT napeld, TaK KakK OH Nno npaBy



npeacTaBnseT TBOK CO6CTBEHHOCTb. Thbl MOHMMaeLWwb MeHN?

— POBHO HUYero, KHA3b, HE MOHMMaIO.

- Kakasa Tbl HenoHAaTAuBas!.. DTOT napey n BCE, YTO B HEM, AO/IKHbI 6blnn
npuHaanexaTb TBOeW MaTepu; HO OHa yMepna, U BMeCTO Heé Tbl, KaK [04b,
nony4yaewsb gonr. Hagewck, Tenepb Tbl BUAULLb, YTO HE BNpaBe OTKa3biBaTbCA
OT flapua. 51 ocTaBnl ero, a cam yeay. Tenepb S A0/T0 He YBUXYCb C TO60M.
Mpoctn MeHs wn npowan, Mapycs, 6yab cyactameal! — 1ackoBO MPOroBOpwUn
KHA3b MBaH, noaxoasa 6nu3ko Kk Mapyce. - [Jo3BOSb MHe nouenoBatb Tebs
4nUCTbIM, BpaTCKNM nouenyem.

- KH43b... — BO3pa3una 6bino Mapycs, Bcé ewé 60Cb ero U He Beps ero
WCKPEHHOCTM.

- bpaTtckuM, npowanbHbIM nouenyeMm, Mapyca! - v KHA3b VBaH, nouenoBas
Mapycto, Hanpasuacsa 6b1710 K ABEPU.

- OgHo cnoBo, KHA3b! — ocTtaHoBuna ero Mapycsa. - Moero otua Tbl He
3Haewb?

- HeT, He 3Hal, — CMYLLEHHO NMPOU3HEC [10NropyKOB, HE OXWAABLUMN TaKoro
Bonpoca.

- HeT, KHS3b, Tbl roBopuwb Hernpasay. Tebe wu3BecTeH MoM oTey, -
3Ha4YUTEeNbHO NPOroBopusa MosoAdas AeBylKa W MNPUCTasIbHO MOCMOTpesna B
rnasa KHsa3i VeaHy.

Ho oH yknoHunca oT oTBeTa, ckasas: "lpowan, Mapycsa! O cBoéM oTue MeHs
He cnpawuBan!" — n nocnewmnn yntn ns xmbapku ctapon LblIraHKK.

OH He MoOr 1 He posmkeH 6bl1 OTKpbITb Mapyce TanHy; ckasas, KTO e€é oTel,
OH posmkeH 6bin 6bl Ha3zBaTb Mapycro cBoen cecTpor. Ho 3ToMy NpOTMBUAUCH
ero ropaocCTb, cnecb u Twecnasue. Kak? OH, nobumel rocyaapsi, poaoBuUTbIN
KHS3b, HA30BET A04Yb MPOCTON LUblraHKM cBoen cectpon?! Caenatb 3710 6b1710
BblLle ero cus.

Mexay TeM Mapycs He Morna Nnpuintu B cebs oT M3yMneHus:

- [ocnoamn, 4To Xe BCE 3TO 3HAu4mT? CO MHOM Takue yyaeca NpoucxoasT,
poBHO B ckaske! KHA3b MBaH 3 Bpara 4yTb M He 6narogetenemM MouMm
ctaHoBuTca! Jlapeu MHe OCTaBW/l, FOBOPUT, 4YTO KTO-TO AOJ/HKEH 6bln Moen

MaTepu W ynnayuMBaeT MHe. Huuyero He noiMy!.. MocMOTpeTb pa3Be, YTO B



napue?

Monogas AeBylKa OTKpblaa sapeu, U KPUK yAMB/IEHUS BbIpBanca u3 eé
rpyav npu B3rnage Ha 30/10Tble YEPBOHLUbLI U Ha AOporme Belwlm, CBepKaslune
AparoueHHbIMWU KaMHSMW.

- 4YTo Tbl Kpuuuwb, Mapyca? WM C paaoCTtn, UTO KHA39 CKOpO
crnipoBaguna? — cnpocuna AHKOTKa, crie3as C rneyu.

— AHHYLWKa, B3MMsgHMU-Ka, B3MNSHW, YTO B lapue-TO JIeXUT... BUAMLWbL?

- baTowkn ceeTbl, kakoe 6oratcteo! [leHbrn, ga Bcé 30n0Tble! A KaMHKU-TO...
KaMHU 6NnecTaT, pOBHO COJIHbIWKO KpacCHOoe... NepCcTHWU, cepbru, xemuyrl..
Mapycsi, Heyxenu Bcé 3T0 Tebe KHA3b MBaH AnekceeBn4y nogapun? -
BOCKJ/IMKHYNa yamBnéHHaa AHIOTKa.

— OH ckasasn, 4To 3T0 60oraTCcTBO MO NpaBy AO/KHO 6bI1I0 NMPpUHAANEXaTb MOEN
NOKOMHON MaTepu W NO HaCcNeacTBYy Mepewsio Ko MHe. YyaHo BCE 3To Ang
MeHs!.. POBHO KaK B CKa3Ke KakoW, npaso.

- Hy v npunnbino xe k Tebe 6oratcreo, Mapycs!

- HexxgaHHO, HeragaHHo. AHHYyWwKa, Bblbepn cebe nepcTteHEK WM cepbru,
Kakue Xouyelb, — npeasioxuna Mapycst CBoe MasieHbKOW noapyre.

- Cnacnbo, Mapycs, cnacnbo, ronyboHbka! Ho HM nepcTHSA, HWU cepér 9 He
BO3bMYy. 3ayeM MHe? Beab S B SIeCy XUBY; HY AJ19 KOrO MHe psauTbCca?..

- Bo3bMu, AHHYyLWwKa! He BO3bMéWb — MeHs 06uaunLub.

- Hy Tak Bbibepun cama, Mapycs! Y Tak u 6bITb, U3 TBOMX PYK S BO3bMY.
Mapycs Bblbpana ans AHIOTKM XEMUYYXXHOe OXepefbe, Cepbrn C KPYMHbIM
SIXOHTOM, TaKOW e NepCTeHEK M caMa Hajena BCE 3TO Ha AeBOYKYy. Toun
3axoTenocb MNocMOTpeTb Ha ceba B 3TOM gparoueHHOM ybope, W OHa
obpatunacok K ublraHke-"pycanouke":

- Mapycsa, ronybka, HeT nm y Teba 3epkanbua? A ecnum ectb, TO Aan
B3rNISHYTb B HEro, Xxopowa /im 94 B 3TOM AOPOromM Hapsae?

- Ha, rnagucb, — C ynbibkon nporosopuna Mapycs, pa[aBass AHKOTKe
3epKanblue, NogapeHHoe el KXEeHNUXOM.

- Mapycs, ronybka, B3rnsiHM, KakK Cepbrnm-To, Cepbrv B MOMX ylUax CBepKatoT,
M nepcrteHék, u xemuyr! Mapycs, 3a 4YTO Xe Tbl MEHS TakKuMM MoAapKoM

Harpagmna? — 3aAablXasiCb OT pPafoOCTU, BOCK/MKHYNa AHIOTKa U MpuUHSIach



Kpenko obHMMaTb M LenosaTb CBOK NOAPYry.

Ta TOoXe 3apasunace eé pajoCcTbio, WU OHM, Beceno uwebeya, paxe He
3aMeTuIn, Kak B Xmbapke nNosiBUNCS XeNnaHHbIM rocTb, JIEByLLKA XpanyHOB.
TpyaHo onucaTtb, Kak 6bin obpagoBaH v yamBnéH J1éBylwKa, yBUAEB CBOKO
cepaeyHyto nobyLiKy, CBOK Kpacasuuy pycanodky. OH cTpacTHo obHuMan eé
n 6e3 cuéta uenosan eé Aoporoe NNYNKO.

Koraa nepBbln NOpbIB pagocTm MuHoBan, Jlésywka 3aceinan Mapycio
BOMNpOCaMun, TakK 4YTO Monogas AeBylWKa eABa YycCneBasa OTBeYaTb Ha HUX.
Hemano yamesuncs XpanyHoB, Korga ysuaan napew, HanoSHEHHbIA 30/10TOM U
AparoueHHbIMU BeLamu.

- Mapycs, Munas, 3a4eM Tbl B3s1a 3TO? — C JIErKMM YNpEKOM MpOroBopus1 OH.
- 1 n He bpana, na KHA3b caM OCTaBW/, CKasas, 4YTo 6yATO 3TO 30/10TO U
AparoueHHOCTU A0/KHbI BblIN NpUHaanexaTb MOen MaTepu.

- W KHA3b MONBWA npaBAy-uctuHy. Bcé 310 6oratctBo TBOE, Mapycs, -
3HauYUTEeNbHO MNOoCMAaTpuBas M Ha BHYYKY, M Ha €& XeHuxa, nporosBopwuna
Boweawas B xmbapky MapuHa.

- Mapycs, Tbl camMa, TBO€ MNPOMCXOXAEeHMe M TBOE 60oratcTtBO — Kakasa-To
3aragka, — 3aAyMumBo nporosopun JIésyLuka.

- A Tbl oTragan 3Ty 3aragaky, Aobpbi Monogeu, — € ynblbKoW OTBEeTUIa emy
MapuHa.

— DX, YTO MHe OoTraablBaTb 3TO, €C/M Y MEeHs eCTb pa3ragka nonpustHee! -
BOCKNIMKHYN J1éBywKka mn obpatunca K csoen Bo3nwbneHHon: — A oTragan,
Mapycs, TBoto ntob6oBb, U 6onbLe MHEe HeYyero oTraabiBaThb.

Mapyca w1 JléBywka pewuin CnpaBuTb CBOK  cBagbby  nocne
PoXXAeCTBEHCKOro nocrta, KoTopbi 6bl1 yXxe Ha ucxoge. Ho BOT HacTynuam
PoXxaectBo M CBATKM. Mapyca n eé CyXeHblll Cbe3aumnm K necHuky aBpune
CTpyKoBY 3a ero A04KOM AHKOTKOM M Ha CBATKW NpuBe3nun eé roctutb K cebe,
TO ecTb B Xubapky cTtapor MapwuHbl. Mapycs HMKaK He XoTena Ao CBOEero
3aMyXecTBa MNOKMAaTb CBOK 6abylwky W Xuna c Hew, XoTsa JIéBywka u
npurotosmn 66110 ANa Heé U AN MapuHbl XOpOoWnUii U yaobHbIN AOMUK; HO
CTapas MapuHa He XxoTefla paccTtaTbCs CO cBoen xnbapkon, a C HEN ocTanachb

n Mapycs.



OeHb cBaabbbl JIEBYyWKNM C Mapycen yxe npubnuxancs, Kak BAPYr
BbISICHMI0Cb, YTO MX cBaabba, a Takxe cBagbba KHA3S VMBaHa [Jonropykosa C
rpacdmHen HaTtanben LLlepemeTeBOr A0/MKHbI B6bITb OTI0XKEHbI MO TOX NPpUYKNHE,

yTO onacHo 3abonen rocyaapb.

XV
MpuunHy 60ne3HM MMnepaTopa-oTpoKa MHOCTpPaHLubl, HaxoAUBLUMECS B TO
BpeMsa B MoCKBe, NpunNuUcbiBanM CWUIbHOMY MOpPO3Y, KOTOpbin 6bl1 B
KpeweHckni napag, 6 sHeapsa 1730 roaa.
"Hukoraa B XW3HU, — NMcana >XXeHa aHrMMNCKOro KoHcyna, negn Ponpo, — A
He NoMHI AaHs 6onee xonogHoro. A 6osinacb exaTtb Ha 0ben BO ABopel, Kyaa
BCe 6blnu npurnaweHnbl U cobpanmcb, YTobbl BCTPETUTb MONOAOIO rocyaapsi u
6yaywiyto rocyaapbiHO Npyv WX BO3BpalleHMM C KpeLleHCKOro napaja,
KOTOpbIN npoucxoamn Ha MockBe-peke. OHM OCTaBa/iUCb 4YeTblpe 4aca Ha
nbAy, Nocpeau BOMCK. B TOT uyac, Korga OHWM BOWAWM B 3as, uMnepaTop cran
XXanoBaTbCA Ha rosioBHyto 6onb. CHavana AyMmanun, 4TO 3TO - CleacTBue
X0N104a, HO TaK KakK OH MNpoAo/Xan >anoBaTbCs, TO NOCMAanM 3a AOKTOPOM,
KOTOPbIA MOCOBETOBAN €My Jiedb B MNOCTeNb, HAaNAS ero O4YeHb HEeXOpOLUMM.
3170 o06CTOATENBCTBO paccTpousio BCE cobpaHue. Ha pgpyronm AeHb Yy
nMnepaTtopa nosieuiacb ocna".
Bone3Hb rocypapsa craHoBuiiacb BCE onacHee M onacHee. B nepsoe BpeMs
[loNropyKoBbl CKpbIBaaM UCTUHY M PacrnpoCTPaHANMN NOXHble cnyXu o0 6onesHu
uapsa. Tak, gaxe 12 saHBapsl, KOoraa OKpyXXalwlwme yxe 3Hanum, 4to y uaps
ocra M 4YTo ero NnosioXeHue KpanHe Cepbé3HO, B HapoAe roBOPW/IM, YTO OH
MPOCTYAWIICA U YTO Y Hero caenasncsa Hacmopk. Korga 15 aHBaps uaprto ctano
nyywe, [oNropykoBbl COY/IN BO3MOXHbIM 06bSBUTb O HACTOSALWEM XapaKTepe
6onesHn, HO BMeCTe C TEM YBEpPS/IN BCEX, 4YTO MNonoxeHue 60sIbHOro He
BHYLLUAET HWKaAKMUX ornaceHuin. [JONropykKoBbl YBEPS/IN, YTO OCMa y uLapsa Tak
XOpoLWo BbiCbiNana, 4to, 6narogapsi bora, MOXHO BMNOSHE HaAesATbCs Ha
CKOpOe ero BbI340pOBJieHMe.
[ onropykoBbl CTpawWAMCb 3@ CBOK Y4acCTb, TaK KakK XOpOLWO 3Hanaum, 4To B

cnydyae CMeEpPTU rocyaapsa MM HE MUHOBATb CCbUJIKU, a MOXET 6bITb, C HUMU



NpPoOM3onAET Toraa 4Yto-nnbo xyawee. OHM 3agyManun ynpouuTb CBOE waTKoe
NonoXeHne n yroeoputb 601bHOro nmnepatopa Metpa ob6BeHYaTbCSA CO CBOEN
Hape4yéHHON HEBECTOMN, KHSXHOW EkaTepuHoW. Bocnonb3oBaBWWUCb AHEM 15
SAHBaps, Korga rocyaapro 3aMeTHO cTasio nydwe, JoNropykoBbl nogocianm K
MMNepaTopy-oTPpoKy ero nwbumua, KHA39 WMBaHa, W BMeHMAM eMy B
0643aHHOCTb YNPOCUTb rocyaaps obBeHYaTbCA C KHsDKHOWM EkaTepuHoOn. Bcé
yxe 6b110 NpurotoBneHo K 3ToMy. OaHako MPOTMB 3TOrO MjaHa BbICTYNWA
OctepMaH, a K HeMy npucoeamHunca wn denbamapwan Bacunun
Brnagummnposuy JONropykos.

OpgHako, HecMOTps Ha 370, [ONropykoBbl He OCTaBW/M CBOEro nsjaHa u
npunaraayM Bce Mepbl K ToMy, 4Tobbl nobyautb 60MbHOrO MMMepaTopa K
OCyLWeCTB/AEHUIO 3ToM 3aten. [lonb3ysiCb WCKAUUTENbHON 65M30CTbI0 K
uMnepaTtopy KHA34 WMBaHa AnekceeBuda [JonropykoBa, OHW BCE Bpemd
BHyLIAIN eMy BO34enCcTBOBaTb Ha 60AbHOrO rocydapsi B >XenatesbHOM AN
HUX cmbicne. KHa3b MBaH nnM4YHO He opobpsn 3Toro nnaHa v NOAYMHSANCS
BEJIEHUI0 CBOUX poAMYeEN NULb CKpens cepaue.

YTo6bbl YCTpaHUTb BCSAKME NpenaTcTBMS CBOMM uensM, [Jonropykosbl
CTapanucb yCTpouUTb TakK, 4To6bl nMnepaTop 6bin1 OKPYXKEH UCKIOUUTENTBHO UX
nonevyeHUsiIMM, N He NOANYCKAIN K HEMY HUKOro u3 6nmM3knx emy no poacTBy
nvd. OnHako BCE e uapeBHe Enuzasete [leTpoBHe yaanocb HaBeCTUTb
CBOEro JAepXXaBHOro mMnjeMsHHMKa B TOT MOMEHT, Korga, no crydamHoMy
CTeYeHuno 06CToATeNbCTB, HUKOro U3 [JoNropyKoBbIX BO3s1e Hero He 6bis10.
EnBa caepxuBaa cnésbl, CMOTpesla LUapeBHa Ha YyracalwLlyl XW3Hb
nMnepaTopa-oTpoKa, CTOS B HECKOJIbKMX Warax OT ero KpoBaTu, 4Tobbl He
3apa3snTbCA.

- Jlnsza, otomam eweé panbwe, ganbwe OoToMAM OT MeHs, 3apa3uvwbesl -
cnabbiM ronocom npousHéc Métp II.

- 1 He 6otocb, rocyaapb! YeMy 6biTb, TOMY HE MUHOBATD!

- Het, Jlnza, tebe Hapgo 6epeubcsa. Beab Tbl Monoaa, xopowa! MNMOMHULWb,
Jlnsa, g xoten Ha Tebe XeHunTbca?

- [MoMHI0, rocyaapsb!

- N xeHunca 6bl, ga Tbl, JIn3a, He xoTena. M kak xopowo 6bino 6bl HaM



oboum, ga n Bcem!.. Cnyumnacb 6bl BOT Takas 60ne3Hb, Kak Tenepb, U 1 6bin
6bl cnokoeH. Tbl noxoauna 6bl 3a MHOt, bor gan 6bl, 1 9 nonpasuncsa 6bl, a
HeT — TaK MeHs Ha TpoHe 3amecTtuna 6bll.. [la BOT He 3axoTena Tbl Toraa! A
TONbKO AyMal, 4YTO U He 6yayunm BeH4YaHa CO MHOWM, Tbl BCE XXe Mocne MeHs
NpecTos nonyunTb Morna 6bl. Beab Tbl — caMasa 6nu3kass MHe NoO Aedyluke.
BoT BO3bMy Aa n Ha3Hauy Tebs Moen HacneaHuUen.

- Het, MeTpywa, He Hago, 3a4yem! BbizgopoBeelwb Tbl, U y Teba 6byaet csomn
HacnegHuK.

- Jln3a, 3a4eM Tbl CMeélbCcs Haao MHOK?

- Bor c ToboMn, lMNMeTpywa, 9 1 He AymMal cMedaTbcs. [la n cmer nu a7?

- Het, Jlu3a, MHe He nonpaBuUTbCA, S CKOpo yMpy! A 3Haewb KU, 4TO
BblaymManun [onropykoBbl? Beab OoHWM 3axoTenn obBeHYaTb MEHS C KHSXXKHOM
ExkaTepnHon. 1 eaBa Mory roBopuTtb, eABa MOry MNpUNoAHATb FOSIOBY, @ OHMU
MeHs BeH4yaTb 3aTesanu! U obBeH4yanun 6bl, Aa, cnacubo, AHapen MBaHOBUY
BCTynuacsa. U 3Haewb, AN 4ero oHUM AyManu caenatb 3To? [ns Toro, 4tobbl
KHS>XHY EkaTtepuHy o06bsBUTb Nocne MeHsa uapuuen. Hy ga a9 xoTb n 601bHOMN,
a 3amblicen X NMoHan. AX, Kak MHe Hagoenn [JonropykoBbl, @ B 0CO6EHHOCTH
KHA3b Anekcen [puropbeBnY M ero Aodb! — CO B34OXOM BbIpBanoCb Yy
rocynaps. — Bnpouem, kHsxHa EkaTtepuHa 60ouTCa X0AUTb KO MHe. M XOpoLlo
3TO, S OYeHb paj — MO KpaWHEeW Mepe XOTb MocnefHue 4acbl CBOEN XWU3HU S
npoeeny B nokoe. OAHO MHe Taxeno, Jlnza: uto a ¢ Tobot bonblle yxe easa
I YBUXYCb Ha 2TOM cBeTe!

- MeTpywa, rocyaapb, 3a4eM TaK roBopuilb, 3a4eM? — He caepxumBas bonee
CBOMX Cnés, npomonsuna Enmnsaseta lNeTpoBHa.

— Cnésbl, Jlnza? 3auem? Taxeno MHe OT TBOUX CNE3 CTAHOBUTCSH, elé
Taxenee!.. He Hapo cnés, Jlnsa, He Haao!

- 8 He 6yay nnakatb, [leTpywa, He 6yay.. A yuay, a Tbl YCHW; COH
noakpenut Tebs.

- HeTt, HeT, He yxoau, Jlnza, nobyab ewé co MHow!.. C TO6OM MHe Tak
xopouwo!.. TonbkKo, MMUnas, He nnadyb... [locne Moen cMepTu Thl... Tbl Byaellb...
— XOTeN YTO-TO CKasaTb YMUpPAKLWMA MMNEpPATOP-OTPOK, HO HE AOroBOpPWUS, Tak

Kak onsaTb Bran B 3abbIThé.



LlecapeBHa EnuzaeBeta [leTpoBHaA, caOepXuBas pblaaHWe, OnycTunacb Ha
KoneHa npea o6pasom m ctana ropsyo MONAUTLCS.

B To Bpems, korga npomucxoauna ata 6ecega 60nbHOro nMnepartopa € TETKON,
KHA3b MBaH Anekceesny [JONropykoB Haxogunicsa B goMme LlepemeteBbix. 1o
CBOEMY NerkOMbIC/INK0 OH MOYTU COBCEM 3abblfl, YTO Y Hero ectb 06pyyéHHas
HeBecCcTa, W NO UenblM HeaensM He 3arngabiBan K Hen. Ho Tenepb Tocka
noTsaHyna ero K nwobswemy cepauy. OH ycnbixan OT NMPUABOPHOro Meamka o
6e3HanéxXHOM COCTOSIHMM rocyaapsi, cBoero apyra u 6narogertens; 3T0
CTpaWHO noTpsAcno ero, W, 4Tobbl XOTb HEMHOro nopaccedATbCHd, OH
OTNpPaBMCSA K CBOEN HeBecCTe.

Fnyboko oropyano rpadpuHio HaTtanbto bBopucoBHy 310 6e3pasnnyHoe
OTHOLUEHWE K HEN XeHuxa, OAHaKO OHa WCKpeHHe, rops4yo nwbuna ero, u
CTOWNO eMy MoCeTUTb €€, Kak oHa 3abbiBana BCE CBOE rope n, HacnaxaasiCb
ero nNpucyTCcTBMeM, ctapasiacb BO3MOXHO JTaCKOBEe OTHOCUTbCS K HeMY. Tak U
Tenepb OHa BCTPETUMA KHA3S9 MPUBETAMBO M C BUAMMOWN PafOCTblO U TONbKO
nossosunna cebe BbiCcKazaTb eMy NErknim ynpék:

- Y10 2TO, MOM cBeT, Tebsa AaBHO He BUAHO 6bIN0?.. YX Tbl MEHS, KaxeTcs,
coBceM 3abbiBaTb M3BONMLLD!

- lMpoctn, Hatawa! Bcé Hepocyr.

- Tak nn, KHA3b? Beab MHe npo Tebsa nHoe ckasanu.

- YT0 Xe MMEeHHO0?

- Y10 6YATO Thl KAKYIO-TO UbIFraHKy-KpacaBuLy YBE3 U HACUIIbHO €€ AepXMULlb
B CBOMX JIECHbIX XOpPOMax.

- Kak! M npo 10 Tebe ckazanu? — C yamBieHUeM BOCKAUKHYN JONropykos. —
N Tbl, cnblwa Npo MeHs TakuMe CNnoBa, BCE-TAKN HE MOHULWb MeHs OT cebsa?

- 3a4yeM rHatb? Pa3sBe XeHUX0oB roHAT? WX flackoBo MNpUHMMAKT, Cnagko
yrowawT M B MnepeaHui Yyron caxarwT, — C MUIon ynblbkon nporosopuna
rpaduHs.

- [lokatcb, HaTawa, BO MHOMoM § rpelweH, HO Mpo UblraHKy MOU Bparu
HaBpanu Tebe.

- Hy Tak 9 1 3Hana! — pagoCTHO BOCKJ/IMKHYNA rpaduHsa. — Hy, cTaHewb nn

Tbl, KpaCaBel, nobumel rocyagaps, BoO3nNTbCd C KaKOM-TO UbIraHKoOM!



- He ckpoto ot Tebs, npaBaa, 9 AeHb WM ABa NpoAepXan UblfraHKy B CBOMX
NEeCHbIX XOpoMax, HO OHa TalnKoM ywia oTTyAa. Xo4yelwb — Bepb, Xo4ellb — He
BEpb.

- Bepto, Mon cepgedHbi VBaHywka, Bepto. [Ja U KakK Xe MHe He BepuTb
Tebe, Moemy byayuiemy Myxy?

- Hy, bor 3HaeT, 6yay nm a ewé tBOMM MyxeM?! Mosa cyabba MoXeT cpasy
n3MeHnTbCa! 3Haewb NuM, MUMNas, 9 TONbKO YTO npen oTnpasfeHueM K Tebe
roBOpua C NpUABOPHLIM SleKapeM, U OH CKa3asn MHe, 4yTo 6one3Hb rocyaaps
CMepTesibHa, U He HblHYe-3aBTpa OH AOJIKEH YMEpEeTb.

- BegHbI, 6eaHbIin uMMnepatop! OH ewé Tak MoIo4 U YyXe [OSXKeH
yMepeTb!.. — C HENPUTBOPHOW ropecTblo npoMonsuna Hatanba BopucoBHa. -
Kak MHe xanb erol..

- A 9 Tak NpsIMO MecTa He Haxoxy cebe u3-3a atoro!.. Beab He cTaHeT
rocyaapsi, He CTaHeT U MeHsl; BCé MOE cyacTbe 6bI10 N ecTb B rocypape. S
AEPXYCb NMnwb 6/IM30CTbIO K HEMY U ero 6narosoneHneM. BparoB y meHsa 6e3
KOHUa 1 c4éTa, HO BCe MoNyaT Ternepb, @ YMpU rocyaapb — Tak MeHs CcO BceTa
okmByT. W BOT, Hatawa, obaymaB BCE 37O, A pewwun ckasatb Tebe,
npeaynpeauTb...

- YT10 ckasaTtb? O 4ém npeaynpeanTb?

— A BOT 4TO: OTKaXu MHe, HaTawa, Bblbepn cebe B MyxXbs apyroro... Beab
YMpPET rocynapb — MeHs XAET onana, a MoxeT 6bITb, U CCbIsKa.

- [a Tbl wyTnwb, MBaHywka?

- YK [0 WYTOK /n?

- A ecnn He WyTUWb, TO 3a4eM roBOpUWb MHE Takue cnosBa obuaHbie? S
nobnio Tebsa, nobno BceM cepauem, a Tbl roBopuLlb, YTObbLI A OTKasana Tebe.
Pa3Be MOXHO?

- Ox, Hatawa, poagHasa! He ctoio s TBOEeu nwbeu, He CTOl. [OHU MeHSs,
Bblbepu apyroro.

- [NpenocrtaBb MHE, KHA3b, cyanTb 06 aTOM!

- MonmMun, HaTawa: noka XuB rocyaapb, A0 TeX NOP U 9 XUB; He CTaHeT ero —
N MEHs TOXe.

— Tbl, HaBepHO, NPO TO rOBOPWLLb, YTO €cnM YMpET rocyaapb, To Tebe He



byneT Takon 4ecTtu, Kak Tenepb? Beab Tak?..

— Torga MeHs XMBbIM CbeasT.

— W nonHo, BaHAal.. ABoCb He cbeaaT! A ec/im eCTb HaA4YHYT, TO NOoAaBATCH, — C
ynbibkol nporosopuna rpaduHsa LLepemeTesa.

- Tak Tbl, HaTtawa, He NpoyYb BbINTM 3a MEHS, AaXe eC/iM Ha MeHs 0bpyLnTcs
TsHkénaa onana?

- O6 3TOM M CfIOB He MOXeT 6bITb. 51 — TBOS 06py4YéHHaa HeBecTa M A0/IKHa
6bITb TBOEN XEHOMW.

- [onybywka, cepaevHas! — n KHA3b VMBaH 6pocunca uenosaTb pykKu CBOeu
HeBeCTbl, @ OHa JTaCKOBO KOCHYy/laCb CBOMMU YCTaMu ero BoJocC.

Ecnn He cyacTtnmebiM, TO YCMNOKOEHHbIM BepHyJsica WMBaH AnekceeBundy BO
ABOpeL 1 XOoTen NPoMUTU B crnanbHO 601bHOro rocygapsi, 4tobbl BCTYyNUTb TaM
Ha CcBOé O06blyHOE [eXypCTBO, OAHAKO €My CKasajiu, 4YTo Yy rocypaps
HaxoAuTca uapeBHa EnusaseTta leTpoBHa. KHA3b TUXO MoAoWwén K ABEPU U
yCnbllWwan 3a Hew rfyxue OT3BYKM ABYX ronocos. OH He nocmen noMewartb
3TOM becege W oCTanca B CoCedHEM KOMHATe, pewwnB BbbKAaTb, MNOKa
LecapeBHa yganunTcs.

Heckonbko BpeMeHW OH OcCTancad OAMH, HO 3aTeM K HeMy noAoWén
BO3BpaTUBLLWIACA BO ABOpeEL, OTel N CypoBO 06paTuUICsa K HEMY:

— Thbl UTO Xe 34eCb TOpPUYULb N He UAELLL K rocyaapto?

- Tam uecapesHa Enuzaseta lNeTpoBHa, — oTBeYan KHA3b MBaH.

- Kak? UecapeBHa EnuzaseTa y rocyaaps, a Tbl TOpunwb 34eck! [la pa3se He
rosopun s Tebe, 4TO TBOE MECTO MpWU rocyaape, 4YTo Tbl 0653aH HEOTCTYMHO
HaxoanTbCsa Npu HEM?! N aypak xe Tbl! Hegoragnuebin gypak!

- [NonHo, 6aTiowkKa, BopYaTb U pyraTbCs.

- [la Kak Xe He Bop4YaTb M He pyraTtbCa? 3ayeMm Tbl AOMNYCTWU/ LEeCapeBHY K
rocynapto?

— MeHs He 6b1710. 1 HaBeCTUA CBOK HEBeCTY.

- Hawén BpeMmsa exatb! Ox, MBaH, cam Tbl normbHewb M HaAc Ha norubenb
TAHELWb.

- He 9 Bac, a Bbl MeHs K normbenn TsHeTe, — pe3Ko U CepaAnTo NpOroBopun

MONOAOM KHA3b. — YAy A OT Bac... [lenante, 4yto xotute, 6€3 MeHs, a MeHs



OCTaBbTe, He BnyTbiBanTe!

- Hy, Hy, nonHo, nonHo. CamM nomMmu: Tenepb Aopora BCSKas MWHyTa, a Tbl
YyXOAMLWb, OCTaBNsewb rocygaps OAHOro, — YyXe COBCEeM MSArkKMM roJI0OCOM
NporoBopusl KHA3b Anekcen, cpa3y BCMNOMHMB, KakKoe 3HayeHue wumen vy
rocyzaps ero CbliH.

— A Bbl rae xe 6blnn? — CNpocuna y Hero KHA3b VBaH.

- Y KaTtepuHbl. BoT Toxe geska! Cnaay c Heto HeT... FoBopto en: "lMoan XoTb
Ha OAHY MWHYTKY K rocyaapt, Hasectu ero!" - a oHa uaATM U He aymaet!
3apa3nTtbcs, BuWwb, 6outca. A BOT uUecapeBHa He 6o043nuBa, npuexana...
Huuero 6bl, KaXxkncb, He noxanen, NMwb 6bl y3HaTb, O YEM OHA C rocyaapem
rosopuna!

— A Bbl 6bl Y CTEH COpOCUAN, — XMYPO 3aMeTUI KHA3b MBaH, — ecnu BaM Tak
MHTepecHa 3Ta b6eceaa.

- Ox, WBaH, WBaH!.. Tbl ga pouyb KatepuHa - bBoxxeckoe HakasaHue Ans
MeHA!

- [Noroante, boXeckoe HakasaHue eweé Brepegu! — Kak-TO 3arago4yHo
NPOMONBUT MONIOAOM KHA3b [JONrOpyKOB.

- Hy, Hy, nagHo, He kapkaun! - yxe 6onee npuMUpUTESIbBHO CKasasn eMmy
oteu. - K rocypapto-to nonaém ckopee. Cmotpu, MBaH, Tenepb B o0b6a...
KaXkgas MMHYTa gopora.

JoNropyKkoBbl BOWIN K YMUpAOLWEMY MMNepaTopy-0TPOKY.

LlecapeBHa EnunzaeeTa [leTpoBHa OKOHYM/IA MONUTBY, nogowsia K CBOeMy
OEPXaBHOMY MMJIEMSAHHUKY, KOTOPbIN BCE ewé Haxoauncs B 3abbiTby,
nepekpectuna ero n, 6pocms ropabii, Npe3puTenbHblM B3rnsa Ha Anekces u
MBaHa [lonropykoBbiX, Hanpasuiacb K ABEPMU.

- Bawe BbICOYECTBO, HanpacHoO Bbl Tak 61M3KO noaxoauTe K rocyaapto. Ocna
- 6one3Hb 3apas3Has, — npeaynpeavTenbHO MNPOU3HEC KHA3b Anekcen
puropbesuny.

- A Bbl 0Ono34anuv, KHA3b, — BMECTO OTBETa HacCMewsIMBO MNpOoMOJIBUNIA eMy
EnnzaeeTta lNeTpoBHa.

- Kak onosgan? — MeHsAsCb B Nuvue, 4YyTb He BOCK/MKHYN KHA3b Anekcen

puropbeBunY. — A 4TO-TO MNJIOXO pasyMelo, Balle BbICOYECTBO.



-4 ponro npobbina y rocypgapsa-naeMsHHMKA M O MHOMOM ycnena
neperoBoputb C HUM. Bac TyT He 6bi10, U MewaTb HaM 6bl1O0 HEKOMY, — C
HacMewnmBon ynblbko npousHecna Enuszaseta [eTpoBHAa W Bbila CBOEN
BE/INYaBOM NOXOAKOWN.

- Tbl cnblwan?.. Cnblwan?.. OHa ewé rnyMutcsa. A BCE Tbl, npocToduns,
pa3uHs, — 3106HO BOCKIMKHYN Anekcen Npuropbesny, obpallasicb K CbiHY.

- YeMm xe 4-To BMHOBEH? Beab Hag BaMu LecapeBHa rnyMumiach, a He .

- A Tbl 3ayeM pgonyctun eé K rocyaapr, 3a4eMm uUX BABOEM OCTaBnAn,
poTo3sen!

Ho kHA3t0 Anekcelo puropbeenyy NpULLIIOCL CKOPO NMpepBaTb CBOE BOpYaHbeE
Ha CblHa, NOTOMY 4TO 60/1bHOM rocyaapb 3abpeann n 3ameTancsa OT CTpalwHOro
xapa.

- Jlnza, Tbl 34ecb? — nposienetan oH. — He oTxoau, noxanywmcra, OoT MeHs!
Kak s paa T1ebe! Yto 3710? 4. 9 nedy.. Focnoam, Kak BbICOKO... BbICOKO!..
MnUTb, NUTbL, XOKET... CKopee NnUTb!

KHa3b WMBaH pgpoxawuMu pykKamMu nogdan AepXaBHOMY  CTpagalnbly
npoxnagntenbHoe nuUTbE. YTONMMB Xaxay, MMNepaTop-OTPOK ONsATb BMasna B
3a6bITbE.

- A 0eno-To NJ0X0: rocyaapkt He BCTaTb, — C rMyH60OKMM B340XOM NMPOroBopun
Anekcen Npuropbesuny.

- Y KyAaa TyT BCcTaTh! EABa i AeHb NPOXMBET.

- Tak HaJo ckopee genaTb Hawe Aeno.

- Ax, 6aTiowKa, CTpawHo!.. — TMXO OTBETUN KHA3b MBaH, onyckas ronosy.

- Yero cTpawuntbca? Yero?

- [la kak xe! Beab 3T0 — 60/1bLLION NPOCTYNOK.

- He Toro crpawwucb, 4To Tbl Nogaenaelwb NoAnncbL yMupatrowero rocyagaps, a
6onca TOro, YTO Mbl He ycneeM COBepLwWUTb 3agyMaHHoe Hamu. Beab Toraa
Hawa nornbenb HeumszbexHa, — TUXO, HO BHYLWMUTESIbHO MNPOMONBUA KHSA3b
Anekcen.

- Y10 genatb? YTo AenaTtb? — NPOCTOHAN KHA3b VIiBaH, 1IoMas CBOU pyKMW.

— CnywaTtb oTua M 6bITb MOKOPHbLIM €MY.

- [a Begb 9 n TO cnywar U genait BCE, UTO Bbl XOTuTe... 4 6epy TAXKOE



npectynaeHne Ha cebs paaw Bac.

- Tbl He Tak rosopuvwb, MBaH: He paaun MeHsa Tbl Aenaewb, a pagun BCero
Hawero poaa. [la u 4ToO Tenepb pasAyMbiBaTb, pa3 Aesno peweHo? Tbl 06s3aH
WCMOJSIHUTb TO, YTO Mbl MOCTAaHOBWJIN.

KHsa3b MBaH, NOHYpuB rosoBy, CTOSN npeg OTUOM, U €My BCMNOMHWIOCH B
MenbYanwmnx noapobHOCTAX BCE TO, 4YTO pewwnnn ero poauuun. Koraa
BbISCHU/IOCb, YTO Ha BbI3LOPOBNEHME WMMNEepaToOpa-oTpPoKa HET HWUKaKou
Hagexabl, [JoNropykoBbl, MyuyMMmble npeadvyBCcTBMEM 3a byayulee, coctaBunu
ceMelrHbI coBeT. OHM, TakK WUCKYCHO 3abpaBluMe B CBOM PYKWU AepXKABHOMO
OTPOKa, HM Ha MWHYTYy He O0oTXoaMBLIME OT Hero, CJOBOM U AefioM
noowpsiBliMe ero K pa3HbiM 3abaBaM, CO3HaTeslbHO TOJIKaBWKME ero Ha
pasBpaT, Auwb 6bl OTBMEYb €ro BHMMaHWE OT BCEro OKpyXatwuwero, u,
HaKoHel, CyMeBlMe 3acTaBUTb ero obpyyntbca C Henwbumonm HeBecToun
ExkaTepnHon [ONropykoBoMn, Kasanocb, OblIM COBCEM YyXe Ha nopore K
BbICLUEN BacTu, U BAPYr Tenepb cMepTenbHas 6one3Hb nmnepatopa rpo3una
UM JINLLEHMEM BCEro AOCTUIHYTOrO MOJIOXKEHUSA U Aaxke, MOXET OblTb, NOSHOM
rmbenbto. CaMo coboi NOHATHO, YTO OHW PEBHOCTHO 3a60TUANCL O TOM, YTOObI
nsbexaTb BCEro 3Toro.

TyCKNo ropenn cBeuyn B BbICOKMX MNOACBEYHWMKaX B [0N10BMHOM ABopue, B
cnanbHe KHA38 Anekcesa [puropbeBuya. bnegHbli, B3BO/IHOBAHHbIN,
nonynexan OH Ha KylleTKe, a OKONo Hero cobpanucb Bce poamuun, 6nmskue
€My nau; Ha BceX nuax 6blN0 BbipaXXeHne HeNnpUTBOPHOM TOCKU U rops;
TSXXENOM CKYKOM Bess0 B 3TOM POCKOLWHOM MOKOe BpeMeHluka. HakoHel
KHS3b ANneKcen 3aroBopuii:

- BceMm BaM M3BECTHO, 4YTO rocyaapb 60neH, a, No cnoBaM nekapen, Hagexaa
Ha ero BbI3gopoBneHue cosceM cnaba. Hago 6yaet BblbnpaTb HacnegHuKa.

- Koro e Bbl B HacnegHuUKU BbibupaTb agyMaeTe? — cnpocun KHA3b Bacunum
Jlykny [Jonropykos.

Mpwn 3TOM BOMNpoOCe BCE NPUCYTCTBYHOLWME 3aTannm AblXaHNE N BbDKMAATENbHO
rnagenn Ha kHa3a Anekces. OH, kak 6bl obaymbiBasi OTBeT, HECKO/bKO
nomosn4yasn, a 3aTeM, TOPXEeCTBEHHO MNOKa3blBass PYyKOW HaBepx, TUXO

npoMonBun.



- [a BoT oHal..

Han nokoem Anekces [onropykoBa Xwuna ero godb EkatepuHa, Hape4dyéHHad
HeBecTa rocyaaps.

Ewé Tunwe crtano B MNOKOe, BCe MONYanu; Ha [Aep3Koe npensoxeHue
yectonobua HUKTO He oTBevarn.

- YTto Xe Monuumte-to? [loBopuTe! — rHeBHO nMOrNaAbiBas Ha poauyen,
KPUKHY/ KHA3b Anekcen. — Beab Mbl He B MONYaHKy cobpanucb urpatb; Hago
pewaTb!..

— Xopowo 6bl HanucaTb AYXOBHY, 6yATO ero mMmnepaTtopckoe Besn4yecTBO
NNYHO Ha3Hauun eé CBoen HacnegHUUen, — YyTb CAbILLHO NPOroBOPWU POAHOWM
b6paTt kKHAa39 Anekcesi, Cepren 'puropbeBuu.

Monuaswwun potone denbamapwan Bacunuii BnagummpoBud [oOnropykos
BCTas CO CBOEro Mecta n pe3ko NnporoBopwui:

- HecnbixaHHoe Bbl Aeno 3aTeBaeTe! Pa3ee 06py4yéHHass uLapckasi HeBecTa
MOXeT 6bITb HacnegHULEN pyccKoro npecrona?

Q®enbamapwan 6bl1 NPpAMbIM M YECTHbIM 4Ye/l0BEKOM W cpaly yBuaen BecCb
Bpea Ansa Poccmm oT Takoro Bblibopa.

- A no4yeMy Xe HeT? — He CKpbIBas Aocaibl, CNPOCUa KHA3b Anekcen.

- [a o4eHb npocTo!.. Hy KTO 3axoyeT 6biTb €€ nopAdaHHbIM? He TonbKo
NOCTOPOHHWE, HO AaXe HUKTO U3 Hawen dpammnmu He noxenaet atoro! Beab
EkaTepuHa c rocygapeMm He BeH4YaHa!

- He BeH4aHa, HO 06py4eHa.

- BeHuaHne - wnHOe peno, a obpydeHme - wuHoe.. [a ecnn 6bl paxe
EkaTepnHa 6blna B CynpyxecTBe C rocydapeMm, TO W Torga COMHUTESNbHO,
yTobbl OHa wWMena npaBO CTaTb HacnegHUUEenW pycckoro npecrona, —
ropsiunCsa CTapblii KHA3b.

Anekcen n Cepren [onropykoBbl CTanu AOKa3bliBaTb €My BCO HE06X0AMMOCTb
W BblIroAy AN UX poda OT 3Toro Bblbopa; OHWM rOBOPUAM, YTO CTOUT TOSIbKO
MPUHATLCA 3a 3TO AEN0, U OHO HErNMPEeMEeHHO YBEHYAETCH YyCNexoM.

— Mbl yroBopuM rpada NonoskmHa n KHA38 FonnubiHa, @ €CNYM OHM 3acnopsT,
TO U MPUrpo3nUTb MOXHO. Tbl NOAMOSIKOBHUKOM cOCTOMWb B lNpeobpa)keHCKOM

Mnosiky, a KHa3b MBaH — Tam xe MaVIOpOM; na n B CeMEHOBCKOM CNOpUTb He



6yayT; CNoOBO CKaxewb — WU NO-TBOEMY caenaeTcsd. BcnoMHu, Kak EkatepuHy
AnekceeBHy uMnepaTtpuuen caenanu!

- CpaBHun Toxe!.. Hawa EkatepuHa v Tal!.. Beab EkaTepuHa-To AnekceeBHa
ubs cynpyra 6bina? MNetpa Benukoro! A 3aMKHUCb NUWb O Hawen EkaTepuHe,
TaK 3@ 3TO He ToNbKO 6paHUTb HadHyT, HO M yb6blOT, noxanyn! - cepauTo
nporosopwun denbamapluan un, He xenasa 6onee cnopuTb, yexan us asopua.
EnBa OH Bbiwen, KHA3b Bacunuii Jlykmnd BblHYyNn nuct 6ymarn u ctan nucaTb
MOANTOXHYK AYXOBHYIO.

- DX, MOoeM pYyKM nucbmo-to Xygo! He HanumweT nm KTo-HMbyab M3 Bac
nonydywe? — nepecraBas nnucaTb, 06paTUACSA OH K OKpPYXaloLWwmM.

Bbi3Bancsa nucatb KHA3b Cepren U CKOpo cocTtaBun co cnos 6paTta v Bacunug
Jlyknya paBa 3sk3eMnnasipa MOAIOXKHOW AYXOBHOW; M3 Heé SBCTBOBANO, 4TO
umnepatop MNétp II nocne cebs HasHa4yaeT Ha BCEPOCCUNCKUI MPECTOST CBO
06py4éHHYI0 HeBecTy EkaTepuHy [JONropykosy.

TekcT 3aBelwaHusa 6bin ogobpeH Bcemun, a 3ateMm 6bin BO36YyXAEH BOMPOC O
TOM, KaK NOCTynuUTb, B C/ly4ae ec/n yMUpawLWn rocyaapb He B cunax byaert
noanucaTb 3TOT AOKYMEeHT. B KOHUe KOoHUOB 6biN0 peleHo, 4YTo Npuaétcs
nogaenartb ero noAnucb, U 3TO 6bINO NOPYYEHO KHA3K MBaHy Anekceesuyy,
noyepk KOToporo 6bi1 O4YeHb CXOA4eH C noyepkoM ummnepatopa. KHA3b MBaH
AnekceeBny A0IF0 OTKasbiBaaACa OT 3TOro, HO €ro 3acTtaBuU/IM HECKONbKO pas3s
Hanucatb nmga "METp" cornacHo ¢ 0AHUM U3 AOKYMEHTOB, NOAMMUCAHHbIX TNYHO
rocygapem. lloanucb BblWa O4YeHb CXOXeW, W noa AaBneHuem
pOACTBEHHUKOB KHA3b MBaH cornacuics Ha noanor.

Bcé 310 BCMOMHUN KHA3b MBaH Tenepb, CTOSA B CrasibHe YMUpPAKLero oTpoka-
uMmrnepaTtopa. Ero oteu xoTten ewé 4yTo-TO CKasaTb €My, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT
rocygapb OYHY/CA U OTKPbIA rnasa; Xap y Hero HEMHOro YMeHbLUWCS, U OH
Nno4yyBCTBOBaN HekoTopoe obneryeHue.

- KT0 3a€ecb? - pasgancs ero cnabolii ronoc.

- MbI, rocygapb, Mbl, — NOAXOASA K MOCTENN yMUpaKLWero, NpoMoJIBU KHA3b
Anekcen.

- AX, Tbl, KHS3b, OMATb 34eCb? — C HeyAOBOJIbCTBMEM CKasan rocyaapb u

cnpocun: — A rae e uapesHa? 'ge Jimsa?



- UecapeBHa EnnzaseTta lleTpoBHa m3BoNMNa yexaTb, — OTBETWI €MY KHSA3b
Anekcen.

- Yexana... yexana... u onsaTtb 9 o4AnH ocTtasncs!

- Kak, rocypapb? Pa3Be Tbl 0aMH? A Hac, CBOMX BepHbIX CAyr, 3abbiBaTb
M3BONULWWB? — C YNPEKOM BOCK/IMKHYJ/ KHA3b ANleKCeM.

NMmnepaTtop-oTpok 6pocmn cBOWM B3rNsA4 Ha KHA39 MBaHa, KOTOpbIv
MOJT4aNIMBO CTOSN Y ABepen, neyasbHO NOHYPUB rosioBY.

- BaHA, 4TO Xe Thbl Tam cTtouwb? Mogonau! Unn un Tbi 6omnwbCcs MeHN?
Bouwbca 3apa3nTtbca?..

- Yero MHe 6oaTtbca?.. S paa 6bl Tenepb ymepeTb, — C rybokuMM B340XOM
OTBETWN rocyaapro n CBoeMy Apyry KHa3b MBaH.

- Tebe Hapo, BaHs, xuTb. BOT g yXe — He xuney Ha 6enom ceeTe...

- [103BOJIb, FrocyAapb, HanNnoMHUTbL Tebe, — BKpag4YMBbIM rOSI0COM MPOMOSBUI
Anekcen NpuropbeBuny.

- [1po yT0... [1a roBOpU, KHA3b, CKOpee.

- KoMy con3BOAUT TBOE BENMYECTBO MPECTOJs1 OCTaBmTb? 10 npaBy ero 3aHATb
OOJIKHA...

- TBOoA p[o4yb, a Mos HapeyéHHass HeBecCcTa, Beab Tak? — nepebuBas
JonropykoBa, BO36yXAEHHbLIM rOJIOCOM MPOroBOPUA yMUpaoOLWNMii nMnepaTop-
OTPOK, Npuyém ero 6onblMe, KpacuBble, HO NOTyXawlwue rnasa ropenmu
rHEBOM W HACMELLKOMN.

- ['ocynaps...

- [doBonbHo!.. [oBonbHO!.. Tbl, KaxXeTcsi, KHA3b Anekcen [puropbeswny,
yMepeTb MHe He gawb criokonHo!.. Focnoam, kKakasa myka! Kak Bbl BCe MHe
Hapgoenu!.. OctaBbTe MeHs, ynaumte, ynamte! A He Mory BuaeTtb Bacl.. [ae
AHapein MBaHoBMY? MownuTe ero Ko MHe!

- S 3pecb, rocygapb, SIérok Ha MOMUHe, — BbICTPO BXOASIB OMOYMBAJIbHIO
MMrnepaTopa-oTpoKa, rPOMKO NMporosopun Buue-kaHunep OcrtepmMaH.

- [onybunk, AHapen VMBaHOBMY, KaK S pad, 4To Tbl npuwén... NMoxanyncra,
He ocTaBnan MeHsa, 6yab co MHow!.. A Tbl, KHA3b, MOXeEWb YXOAWUTb, —
Heapy>XentobHO nocMaTpuBas Ha Anekces pyropbeBuYa, ckasan ymumparowmm

nMneparop.



- [HaTb M3BONMLWIbL, rocygapb? — 37106HO0 npoMoneun Ldonropykos. — BuaHo,
Tenepb Mbl HE HYXHbI cTann. Nonaém, NeaH! — 06paTnUNCSa OH K CbiHY.

- HeT, HeT, Tbl, BaH4a, ocTaHbcA.

- 3a4yem eMy octaBaTbca? MNMonaém, MeaH.

- 5 roBopt... 1 NpuKasbiBalo, 4Tobbl KHA3b WMBaH ocrtancsd. Bripouyem, He
Hano... yxoaute! — C pasgpaxeHuem BOCK/IMKHYN rocydapb, HO BAPYr
3aKawnanca v 3actoHarn.

- [ocyaapb, BaM BpeaHO CepauMTbCsa W BOJIHOBATbCHA, — C COXalleHWeM u
y4yacTueM nocMaTpuBas Ha yMuparLwiero umnepartopa, npomsHéc OcrtepmaH.

- He MHe, a MM ckaxu, AHapen VIBaHOBWY, 3a4eM OHU MeHs cepasT, —
nokasblBasi Ha JoNropykosbiX, cnabbiM rosilocoOM NporoBopusa rocyaapsb.

OT rHeBa W BOJIHEHUSA Y HEr0 YCUIUACS Xap; OH CTan MeTaTbCsa U 6peanTb.
Monb3yscb 3TuM, [JONropykoBbl OCTanMCb B ChajibHEe, U KHA3b Anekcen,
npuaas cBOeMy nuuy 03abo4yeHHOCTb U BOJSIHEHME, NMPOU3HEC:

- AHAper ViBaHOBWY, a BeAb rocyapb-TO COBCEM MJI0X, EMY He BCTaTb!

- be3HaaéxeH... Hago 6bITb rOTOBLIM KO BCeMY, — TUXO oTBeTUn OcTepMaH.

- KTo e 3arMMEéT npecTosi,, Korga He CTaHeT rocyaaps? — TauMHCTBEHHO
CNpoCKUN KHA3b Anekceun, npuctanbHO nocMmatpmeas Ha OctepMaHa.

- Koro ykaxet bor, Toro un BblbepeT BepXOBHbIlA TalHbIN COBET, — YKJIOHYMBO
OTBETUN XUTPbIN AnnaoMar.

- A Tbl 0 KOM AyMaelb, AHApen ViBaHOBWY?

- Bce Mmoun gymbl, KHA3b, B bore.

- OgHako, BCE Xe, KOro xoTtenocb ©6bl Tebe BbIGpaTb Ha npecrton
BCEPOCCUNCKUN?

— Toro xo4uy £, koro BblbepyT uneHbl BepxoBHoro coseta. 06 3ToM 1,
KaXkeTcs, y)Ke ckasas BaM, KHA3b!

- A MO0 goub EkaTepuHy...

- baTowka, ocTaBb, noxanyncra! - npepbiBas oTua, ¢ 6eCcnoKonCTBOM
MpOroBopwus KHA3b MBaH.

- Monuu, monumn, NeaH, Tebs He cnpawmnBatoT, Tbl U He cyicsa! Tak 4YTo Xe Tbl
cKaxewb, AHApen MBaHOBMY, HACYET KHSXXHbl EkaTepuHbl? Beab OHa -

06py4YEéHHas HeBecTa rocyaaps.



- To Xe, KHA3b Anekcen [puUropbeBUY, CKaxy, 4TO U Apyrne BaM O TOM

Cckasanun: ecnn 6bl KHs)KHa EkaTtepuHa 6bina BeH4aHa c rocygapem, Toraa,
noxasnym, oHa mMorna 6bl 3aHATb NPEeCcTosl BCEPOCCUNCKUN.

- Ho Beab oHa obpyyeHa... eé No uepkBaM MOMUHAOT "BEINKON KHSXXHOM"?

Mocnywan, AHapen MBaHoBu4y, Tebe Hennoxo 6ypet, Koraa EkaTepuHy, MoK

[oub, BblI6epyT Ha LUAPCTBO; BeAb Tbl YyTb JIN HE MEPBbIM MUHUCTPOM Byaellb
B rocyaapcrse.

- Cnacunbo, KHA3b, S IOBOJIEH U TEM MOCTOM, KOTOPbIM 3aHUMa Mo MUIOCTU
nmnepartopa MeTtpa, Mmoero 6naroaerens.

- A Toraa, rosopto, Tbl 6yaelwb NepBbIM MUHUCTPOM B rocygapcTBe.
- 06 2TOM, KHA3b Anekcen [puropbesny,

npexaeBpeMeHHO Tr0BOPUTD...
focynapb eLé xXus.

- A ecnu rocyaapb noanvcan AyXOBHYH? — APOXaLMM ros0COM MpOroBOpPUI
KHA3b Anekcert, 6epsa OctepmaHa 3a pyKy.
- OTeu,... 4...

a ynay, - 6negHes, npoMonBua KHs3b MBaH M HanpaBuica K
asepwu.
- Ctynan, ctynan! Tbl TONbKO Mellaellb.

- OTeu, NonpuaepX1UCb HEMHOTO, He TO BYAET MJIOX0, — YXe B ABEPSAX TUXO
NpPoOu3HEC MooA0M [ONropyKoB U Bbillen.

- Mpo Kakyl AYXOBHYH, MOAMUCAHHYK FOCyAapeM, Bbl FOBOPUTE, KHA3b? —

3HayMTeNnbHO NocMaTpuBas Ha Anekces JjonropykoBa, cnpocun OcTepmaH.

— A Npo Ty AYXOBHYO, B KOTOpon umnepatop MNETp Anekceesud nocne cebs

COM3BOIMA MPECTOsT OCTaBUTb cBoen 06pyyéHHOM HeBecTe EkaTepuHe.
— [1po 2TO, KHA3b, 9 HUYEro He 3Halo.

- Ewé Buyepa ero BenMYeCcTBO COM3BOWA MPUIOXKUTb K AYXOBHOW CBOHO
PYKY, — HACKONbKO HE CMYyLAaCb, CoNran KHA3b Anekcen.

- Kak? locymapb paxe nognucan? — NpUTBOPHO YAMBASAACb, BOCKJIMKHYIJI
OcTepMaH.

NOAJIOXHYO AYXOBHYIO;

EMy HeTpyaHo 6bIn0 goragaTtbcCs, 4To Anekcen puUropbeBmy roBopuT MNpo
noagnucelsan.

OH 3HaJl, 4TO Trocyaapb HUKAKOWN LI,YXOBHOVI HE

- Kak xe, kak xel..

focyaapb COW3BOMIMA CBOK pyKy MO4 AYXOBHOM



NPUNOXKNTb.
— 51 HMYero He 3Hal... MHe rocygapb HWYero He roBopws Npo AYXOBHYH. A
OHa Yy BacC, KHA3b?

- Y MeHs...

- Bbl MHe nokaxeTte? MHe X0oTenocb 6bl B3rNsiHYTb.

- Bpemsa npuaét - yBnanwb, AHApen MiBaHOBMY.

- 3HaeTe N1, KHA3b?.. S BaM AaMm Ao6pblii COBET, — HECKOJsIbKO MnoAaymas,
nporosopwun OcTtepMaH. — PasopBute AyXOBHYIO...

- YTo Takoe? — MeHssiCb B NnUe, BOCK/IMKHYN KHA3b Anekcen. — Pasopsatb
AYXOBHYIO rocynapsa? 3ayem?

- A 3aTeM, KHA3b, YTO 3Ta AYXOBHas NOANIOXKHA, — CMOKOMNHO OTBETU/ XUTPbIN
uapeasopedl.

- Kak... Kak Tbl cMeewb! — 6arposes OT 370CTU, KPUKHYN Anekceu
puropbeBuny.

- Tnwe, KHA3b! Bbl, kKaxeTcs, 3abblin, YTO HAXOAUTECH Y NIOXKA YMUpaIOLLEero
rocyaaps. Bbl BONbHbI MNPUHATb MOM COBET WUAM HET, 3TO — Bawe geno. A
TOIbKO FOBOPHO, KHSA3b, M3 XKAJIOCTU K BaM; pa3opBUTE, COXIUTe NOASIOXKHYH
AOYXOBHYIO, MHaye oHa norybut Bac! - n, He ckasaeB 6onee HU CNOBa,
OcTepMaH He crnewa BblWwen U3 cnajsibHyU yMUpawLwero nMmnepaTtopa-oTpoka.

- A, XuTpad nucuua, NpoHXxan, npo BCE npoHioxan! WNwb, kaHanbsal..
Tenepb Hawe Aeno nponano... AYXOBHYK NPUAETCA YHUUTOXUTb. NI XUTEpP Xe
OcTepMaH, xuTpee AbsABOJSIA, €ro He CKOpOo npoBeAélb, — BCYX MPOroBopwus
KHS3b Anekcen.

HacTynuna pokoBas HOYb C BOCEMHAALATOro Ha AessATHaauaToe siHpaps 1730
roga. B JledopToBCKOM ABOpLUE, B LAPCKOM oONo4YMBanbHe TpU apxuepes
cosepwunum obpsa cobopoBaHMsA Haa MMMNEPaToOpOM-OTPOKOM, KOTOPbIA YXe
Haxo4uscs B NpeaCMEepTHOM aroHuMW. Bbicluee AyXOBEHCTBO, 4JieHbl
BepxoBHOro coeeTa, a TakXe ceHaTopbl U reHepanuTeT cobpannce B COCeaHEN
C ornouymBanbHEN KOMHaTe M B rpPycTHOM 6e3MoNBuM OXnaanum pOKOBOM
MUHYTbI.

Buue-kaHunep OcTepMmaH, KHA3ba Anekce U MBaH  [JONropykosbl

HaXoAM/IUCb OKOJMO JI0Xa YMMpaloLWero rocyaaps. YMUpawLWmii Aep>KaBHbIN



OTpoK B 6HecnamMaTcTBe CTOHan M 6peaun: OH 3Bas CBOK YyMepuylo CecTpy,
uapeBHy HaTtanbi, roBopwusa C Hew. BenbMoXu, OKpyXaslue yMmuparowero
uaps, Aenanu BuA, UYTO enBa CAEPXWBAKT pblAaHWUs, HO rnaBHbIM 06pa3oMm
cneavnu 3a JJonropyKkoBbIM.

BoT MeaneHHO OTBOpPWAUCHL ABEpUM LAPCKOro CrnasibHOro MOKOsl, U B HUX
BOLWIA CTapuua-nHOKUHSA, uapuua EBgokna ®EQopoBHA; onupasiCb Ha MoOcCox,
HMW Ha KOro He CMOTpPs, OHa noJowna K CBOEMY YyMupawlweMmy BHYKY-
rocyaapto, ApoxKallen pyKon nepekpectunna ero n TMxXo npoMoneuna:

- N Tbl, rocyaapb-BHYYeK, B AasfibHIOW gopory cobpanca? lNMpowan, npocTul..
He yasana s, He ragana, 4yto nepexusBy Tebs. [lymana — Tbl MeHs, CTapyxy,
noxopoHuws. [a, BWAHO, He cyaun bor. lonybumk, cepaeyHbin MOK
MNMeTpylweHbKa, MUbIN BHYYEK MOM, Ha KOro Tbl PyCb CBSATYIO OCTaB/seWwb? — U
Lapuua-mHOKMHSA 3anuniach cresamu.

Ho pepxaBHbIn CTpaganeu He Yy3Han cBoen 6abku; OH MeTancs B
npeacMepTHOM aroHMm u co cnosamu, o6pawéHHbIMM K KHA310 WBaHy
JonropykoBy: "Ckopee 3anpsrute caHu, Xo4y K cectpe exaTtb!" — ckoH4ancs.
OcTtepMaH HENpPUTBOPHLIMKW CNne3aMun OnJiakas KHYK MPEeCEKLWYCA XU3Hb
CBOEro Aep>xaBHoro nutomua. MpoOMKO pblgan KHa3b Anekcen puropbesud
Jonropykos, HO ero cné3bl 6bIIM COBCEM Apyrue: OH nnaakKan o rnotepe CBOEW
BS1aCTW, CBOEro Morywecrea. HecyacTtHoro KHA35 MBaHa 6e3 naMaATu BblHECU
N3 Ono4vuMBasibHM yMepLlero rocyaaps.

CnycTa HecKosibKO BpeMeHu, cpean rnybokKom HO4YM, Ha KONOKOSbHe VBaHa
Benukoro rynko npo3sBy4van yaap B 60nbwon KoNokon. To 6bil BECTHUK
neyann. Wmnepatopa-otpoka [letpa II He cTano: OH CKOHYanCA Ha
NATHaAUATOM roay CBOEW XU3HMW.

LlapcTBO pycckoe ocupoTeno.



