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I MUTABA
Mo Bone rocygaps KHA3b Hukuta ®énopoBud BONKOHCKUW 6bl1 3anmncaH B
MpeobpaxxeHCKU MONK W OTMApaBfeH B 4ucie Apyrux MoaoAbiX NAen 3a
rpaHuuy ans obydyeHmsa pasHbIM HaykaM u uckycctBaM. OH 6e30CTaHOBOYHO
exan mopeMm ot [leTtepbypra po Purmn, oTkyaa Ao/mkeH 6bin Npoaos/mkaTtb
nyTewecreMe Ha sowaaax, Hanpasnasacb B KypnaHauwo, Ha Mwutasy . [iBa
roga ToMy Hasag Pura, caaswasica pycCKOMY OpYXMUIO, BOWIa yXe B COCTaB
Poccmickon mmnepuun, M, COrnacHoO AaHHOMY LAPEM MPUKA3aHUD HU MUHYTHI
He ocCcTaHaBnuBaTbCa B npegenax Poccun, Hukuta @EQopoBUY He MOr
MelwkKaTb B 3TOM ropoae. Tofibko B MUTaBe MOr OH OTAOXHYTb.
OH ocTaHoBW/ICA 34ecb Yy ToBapuwa cBoero JgeTtcrtea YepemsuHa,
3aHMMaBLero, No CBOEMy NPUABOPHOMY MONOXEHUIO, HEGONbLUYIO KBApTUPY B
caMoM 3aMKe KeTnepos, CNyXuBLWeM pe3ngeHunen repuormHn KypnsaHackomn.
YepeM3uH, pa3buTHOM Monoaon 4enoBek, No6biBaBWKMWA 3a rpaHULUEN, B
Mapuxe, XuBO BnNuTan B cebs Bepxu eBponenckorn o06pas3oBaHHOCTU W
NOKPbIICA JTAKOM BHELWHEro npuinyms, CO34aHHOro LWeneTuabHbIM 3TUKETOM
6nectawero asopa Jlrogosmka XIV. 3To 6bIN0 BCE, YTO OH BbIHEC M3 CBOEro
npebbiBaHNUSA 3a rpaHuuen; BnpovyeM, OH NpuBE3 C CoboK OTTyda Takxe
HECKOJIbKO ALLMKOB KHUI, KpAacMBO nepenneTéHHbIX, HO He NPOYNTAHHbIX.
Ha apyron e aeHb cBoero npuesga B MutaBy BonkoHckun nobbiBan y
pycckoro pe3ungeHta B KypnaHgun bectyxeBa, cunotw uapsa [letpa
yrnpaBnsBLUEro BCEM repLoOrcTBoM, COrsiacHO BOS1e€ CBOEro rocyaaps.
BecTyXeB, K KOTOPOMY Yy KHA39 HWKUTbI 661710 pekoMeHAaTeNbHOe NMUMCbMO U3

MeTepbypra, NpuMHSAN ero nackoso, npurnacun Kk cebe Ha oben, paccnpocun o



netepbyprckmux 3HakoMbIX, O rocygape, o ABOpe U TyT Xe npeacrtaBusl CBoen
aouvepun ArpadeHe lNMeTpoBHe.

B roctnHon becTyxeBa naxno KaKUMU-TO OYEHb CUAbHbIMW, AOSIKHO 6bITb,
BOCTOYHbIMW KypeHusaMUK, cTosna 3osotas mebenb, obutasa ronybeim wrtodom,
n bnecrten, Kak 3epkaso, BblUIOWEHHbIA, HAaTEPTbIM BOCKOM napkeT. KHA3b
Hukuta BMAan pockowb, Buaan 6oratble agoma B [letepbypre, HenaBHO
BblpocweM Ha 6onortax, u B MockBe, HO TaM BCE 6blN0 Aaneko He TO, 4TOo
340ecb. He 6b110 310N 6necTawen YMCToTbl, OTAENAHHOCTU, 3aKOHYEHHOCTU U
BMECTe C TEeM KaXYLeNCcsa NpoCTOThl.

Monoaas xo3sMKa AOMa TOXe Ka3aslaCcb BOBCE HE MOXOXEW Ha TeX, Be4yHOo
pobeBLnx n 60ABLLINXCA B3MNSAHYTb, HE TOJIbKO FOBOPUTb, MONOAbIX AEBYLUEK,
MOSIHbIX M PYMSAHbIX, KOTOpbIX Hukuta @®EépopoBuy BuAan A0 CUX Nop.
BectyxeBa He Tonbko He pobena npea HUM, HO, HaNpoTUB, OH YyBCTBOBAaJ,
4YTO CaM C KaxAablM CNoBOM BCE 6onble u bonbwe pobeeT Npea HEW U He
CMeeT NoAHSATb CBOM rnasa, rnyno yCTaBMBLUMECS HA ManeHbKylo, MJ0THO
O6TAHYTYIO YYy/NIKOM, TOYEHYIO HOXKY AEBYLIKW, CMeNo BbIMIAHYBLUYK U3-No4
€é NNT0BKO CLUMTOro WENKOBOro naaTtbs.

BONKOHCKMIM He 3Has, Kak U BOBPEMS /1M OH BCTas, MOKJOHW/ICA U Bblwen
OCTOPOXHO, 4TO6 He MOCKONb3HYTbCS, CTynas nNo napkeTy. Bbixoas, OH
pewwnn, 4yto bonblie He noeneTt K becTyxesy.

- Tbl NOHMMaeLWb, — CKa3an OH B TOT Beyep YepeM3unHy, — 4YTO MHe 34eCb Y
BaC He HpaBuTca? Buavwb nin, BONM HET, NMpocTopa, BCE TyT CXato. BoT u
aoma. OHu, noxanyn, n 6onblue HaWMX MOCKOBCKMX, @ BCE-TakKM KaK-TO
0aBAT; HE XOpPOMbl OHU... Tak 1 BCE. [lBopeu BOT...

- 3aMoK, — nonpasunn YepeMsunH.

- Hy, 3aMOK, 4TO Nu... Tbl MOCMOTPU: OKOLLUEYKN Y3eHbKWE, CTEHbl TONCTbIE,
pBbl, Banbl KpyroM. [la n noam Toxe, ckaxy Tebe, Bce B ceba cxanmncb, TOUYHO
BE€Cb MUP OHWM TOJSIbKO U €CTb, TOYHO BCE CYLLECTBO XWU3HW OHU MNPUTAHYIU K
cebe, na coasmnu ero. Pa3see Tak, 6e3 BOKN, NPOXMBELLL?

— DTO Tbl, AO/MKHO 6bITb, C AOPOrK YyCTasa, MOM MUNbIN, — BO3pa3unsa YepeMsuH.
- A, BMNpo4YeM, ecnu xenaewb MNpPoOCTOpa, BbIMAWM MNOrynsATb 3a ropoj: Tam,

6paT, TaKOM yXX NPOCTOp — NpenecTb...



- Y10 X, n nonay, — cornacnmnca BonKoHCKMK, — @ TO 34€Cb NPOCTO AYLUHO...
Tbl He NONAELWBL? — CMPOCU/ OH Y>XXe CO LWASNON U TPOCTbIO B pyKax.

YepeM3uH 3eBHYJ, 3aKMHYN PYyKy 3@ rosioBy W OTpuuUaTeSIbHO MoKayan
ros10BOMN.

- Hy, Tak 9 oanH nonay.

- CMOTpuK, He ono3aan BepHyTbCs — NOCie 3akaTa B 3aMKe NOAHUMMYT MOCT, —
KPUKHYN YepeM3uH eMy Bcnea.

Boinaa u3 3amka, BONKOHCKWIA HanpaBwaCa NpsAMO B Nosie No nepBoK
rnornasLiencs gopore.

Beuep 6bin1 TUX K npekpaceH. C nyroB BessI0 3aNaxOM CKOLWIEHHOro ceHa, u
Ablwanocb nerko. ConHue cagumnocb, OKpawmBas HeOOCK/IOH HeXHbIMU
KpackaMn TO OFHEHHOro, TO XentoBaTto-b6negHoro 3akaTta. BonkoHckun,
MUCnbiTbiBass 0COBeHHoe HacnaxaeHuve nopasMaTbCsa MNocfe CUAeHbs B
HeyaobHOM akmnaxe, Wén, o6bATbIM NpenecTbio 3TOro JIeTHEro Beyepa.
Yepe3 HeCKOsIbKO BpeMeHW OH OoCTaHoBWACs, 4Tobbl nepeBectn ayx. C3aau
OTKpbIJICA €My BWA Ha TMJIOCKYH, OKPYXEHHYI 3eneHbo MutaBy, C eé
OMHHBIMM  WWINMLAMU  JIIOTEPAHCKMX LEPKBEN WM CUYySTOM TEMHOMO 3aMkKa.
YepennyHbie KpOBAM AOMOB, OKPYXEHHble TEMHO-3€/IEHbIMUN KYyLlaMWU LepeB,
PYMSHWINCb KOCbIMM JNyyaMW 3aKaTa, OTpa)kaBLlerocss C 3TOW CTOPOHbl B
n3rnbax peku, Nnpo3pavyHoOn 1 CBET/ION.

Boaneke, y KoHuUa paccTunaslencs oT Hor Hukutbl ®épopoBuya npsMon,
Cy>XaBLUEWCs K ropoay AOPOrn CKakasm HEeCKONbKO fiowaaen.

Bnepean ppyrmx Hwukuta @®EépopoBud pasrngagesn  amasoHKy, KoTopasd
noAroHss1Ia XbICTOM CBOKO M 6e3 TOro CKakasWwyk LWWMPOKUM rasonoMm
6onbwyto cepyto nowaab. OcTanbHble, BUAMMO, e€ABa MOrAM cneposaTbh 3a
Heto. Ha ama3oHke 6bl10 TEMHO-3enéHoe Wwunpokoe nnatbe ¢ 6apxaTHow
KpacHOK HaKMAKOWM, KpacMBO pa3BMBaBLUEOCS Ha xoay nowaaun. OHa 6bICcTpo
npubnmxanacb No Agopore, nogbiMasi OTAMOWEHHYK BeYEpHEK CbIPOCTbIO
Nbinb. EWé Heckonbko cekyHa, n Hukuta ®énopoBuy y3Han B Hen becTtyxesy.
OH y3Han eé, xoTa Tenepb oHa 6blna coBceM Apyrot, YeMm TaMm, y cebs goma.
OHa caepxana yxe CBOK nowaab W BnosobopoTta pasroBapuBana cC

HarHaBWMM €& pYCCKMM [AparyHCKUM oduuepoM. ToT, MNOAHSBWNCL Ha



CTpEMEHaxX U NOYTUTENIbHO CK/IOHMBLUUCL BRepéna, cnywan eé, kak bbl ropasch
cBoetlo cobecenHuLen.

BONKOHCKMI HUKOrAa ewé He Buaan Takon AeBywWKW. TyT He KpacoTa, He
CTPOMHOCTb, He ryctble 6poBuM M 6biCTpble 60onblKMe rnasa NpUTArnMBamn K
HEN; HET, OHa BCHA Ablllana KakKo-TO OCOBEHHOW, YapyloLwe MpenecTbio.
OHa nerko u cBoboAHO cuaena B ceasie, BUMAMMO, YBEPEHHAs He TONIbKO B
KaX1oM CBOEM [ABMXXEHWU, HO U B TOM, YTO KaXkgoe 3TO ABUXKEHMEe XOpoLlOo U
KpacuBo, NMOTOMY 4YTO B Hen BCE 6b1s10 Xopowo. Hukuta ®EQopoBuY CcMOTpen
Ha Heé, 3abbIB TO CMYyLLEHNE, KOTOPOE UCMbITbIBAN Npu NepBoM 3HAKOMCTBE, —
3abblB NOTOMY, 4YTO Tenepb npen HUM bblna He BecTyxeBa, He A0Yb BaXHOro
CaHOBHWKa Morydero leTpa, HO YMCTOe, He3[elWHee, HE3EMHOE CYLLEeCTBO, Ha
KOTOpOe MOr pafoBaTbCs BCAKUA XUBYLIKMWA. A OHa, He 3aMeTuMB Jaxe
BonkoHckoro, yaapwuna nowasb U npoMyanacb 6biCTpee npexHero.

OH nowén obpaTHo B ropoa 6o0nbwmMKM waramm. OH, KOHEYHO, He MOr 3HaTb,
Kakoe y Hero 6bi10 B 3TO BpeMsa 6naxeHHoe, paAoCTHOe nuuo, C
6necreswWMMKM rnasamm U CcHacCT/IMBOKO Y/bIOKOIO, HO, paaysacb, YyBCTBOBaa BO
BCEN rpyaAn KaKOM-TO HEOOBACHUMbLIN TpeENeT U HeyAepXUMYo yaanb. Tenepb
BCE Ka3anocCb YyXe npekpacHbIM. [laxe XxosogHble, MpayHble CBOAbl 3aMKa
NOAYYUIN HEKOTOPYI MpuBeKaTenbHOCTb, N Hukuta ®EQOpOBMY yaAMBAACS
NUWb, Kak rnpexae oH He 3aMeyarsn, YTo BCé B MunTase Tak XOpOLUO U MPUATHO.
Ero otbe3n 6bln OTNOXEH Ha HeonpeaenéHHoe Bpems. Bnpouem, 3T0
C/ly4Mnocb Kak-To caMo cobot. OH NMpoCTO He MnpuKasbiBas CBOEMY CTapuKy
cnyre JIaBpeHTUIO yKNaabiBaTb BELWW, @ TOT HE HAarNoMuHan. Yepem3anHy Toxe
He npuxoauMno B rOfIOBY cAenaTb CBOEMY T[OCTIHO TaKoe HarnoMuHaHue, u
BonkoHckuin octasasnca B Mutase, 3abbiB, UTO AO/DKEH OTMNPaBUTbLCA Aasblue
No NMpuKasy rpo3HOro M He NbUBLLEro ocayLlWwaHnsa rocyaaps.

BonkoHckunih npuexan B MutaBy B CMeWwHOM, rpyboM Hapsae,
HENOBOPOT/IMBbLIN, 3aCTEHUYUBbLIA U, MOXET ObiTb, AaXe HEYK/OXWUN; HO BCE
3TO ObICTPO, KakK J/UWHAA Kopa, Yynano ¢ Hero, 6narogaps BAUAHUIO
06CTaHOBKM, B KOTOPOM O4YYyTMUNCS KHA3b HWKUTa M KOoTOpasi, BMAMMO, BOBCE
He 6blna yyxxaa ero npupoae BPOXAEHHbLIM YyTbEM OTragaslUen, YTO MMEHHO

HY>KHO.



MpuBe3éHHbIM M3 lNeTepbypra napagHbil KadTaH M3 cepebpsiHOro rnasera,
paclWuTbIN pyKaMn KPenOCTHbIX 30/I0TOWBEEK MO KapTe 30/10TO0 KaHUTenNblo,
6uTb0 N BNécTkaMm, okasancs He TOSIbKO CKPOEHHbIM HE MO MoAe, HO U cnaen
HaCTO/IbKO HEYKJ/It0XEe, 4YTO ero npuLloCb 3aMeHWTb HOBbIM, XOTs U 6onee
NpocTbIM, HO 3aTo 6onee OBKMM W KpacuBbiM. 3aTteM sBunacb 6e3gHa
Meslo4en, He3aMeTHO MNPUBUBLUUXCA K BHEWHENn >XWU3HM BosKOHCKOroO.
YepeM3nH, Haxoasd BCE 3TO COBEpLUIEHHO eCTEeCTBEHHbIM, He 3aMevasi 3ToM
nepeMeHbl B KHSA3e, TaK Xe KakK U OH caM.

N3 pycCKMX KHUI, TMPOYUTAHHLIX npexae BOAKOHCKUMM, OH 3Han, 4To
dpaHuy3bl "3en0 xpabpbl, HO HeEBEpPHbI U B 06eTax CBOUX HEe Kperku, a NbioT
MHOro", "KOoposieBCTBa aHIMIMKAHCKOro HeMLUbl Kyneyeckume AOKTYypoBaThbl, a
NbOT MHOro". [lanble 3TOro CBeAeHUS PYCCKUX KHUI He pacnpoCTPaHSIUCD.
YepeM3nH pacckasan KHa3 Hukute noapobHo m 0 dpaHuysax, n o Apyrux
Hapoaax, KoTopbix Buaen. O ToM, 4yero He Buaen YepeMsnH, KHA3b HukuTa
y3Han M3 ero KHWUI, K3 KOTOPbIX OKa3blBaloCb, 4YTO CBET BOBCE He TakK
HeOobblIKHOBEHEH, KaK OMUCbIBANOCb B PYCCKUX COYMHEHUSX, FOBOpMBLUMX "O
naaxX, KOW XUBYT B MHAENCKOM 3eMne, caMum MoXxHaTtbl, 6e3 obeux ry6, a
NUTaKTCA OT ApeBa N KOPEHUSA naxy4yero, He easiT, He NblT, TOJIbKO HIOXaKT
N, NOKAMEeCT Y HMX 3anaxu ecTb, Mo TO MECTO N XUByT".

- 3Haewb 4YTO, — CKasan oaHaxAabl BONKOHCKMM YepeM3uHy, OTpbiBasACb OT
HEeMeLKOM KHUIMM, — BCE-TaKM MHE NMPpeXXHero »xanb.

- Yero npexHero? - yaneuncsa YepemsuH.

- [Ja BOT TOro, 4YTO ONMUCbIBAeTCHd B HalKMX KHUrax.. TaM eCTb TaKue
pacckasbl, HanpuMep, o LapCcTBe AEBUYbEM...

- BoT B3g0p! - ycMexHynca YepemsuH.

- MoxeT 6bITb, KOHEYHO, 1 B340p. S BOT M3 oaHon 3Ton "Kocmorpadpumn", -
BONKOHCKMI KMBHYN Ha KHUTY, — NOHMMAO, YTO BCE 3TO — B340P; 3TO-TO MHE
N Xanb... Heyxenun BCE Ha CBeTe TakK e BOT NMPOCTO, Kak Mbl ¢ To6010?

- Bo-nepBbiX, Mbl C TO60K BOBCE HEe TaK NMPOCTbl, — OTBETUA YepeM3unH, x0T
N HEMHOro 4YuTaBLUWMM, HO TEM He MeHee CnoCOo6HbIM noaaepXaTb BCSKUMN
pa3roBop, — KTo Tebe 3TO ckaszan? A BO-BTOpbIX, €CTb Ha CBETEe A0BOJIbHO

4yyaecHoOro um 6e3 geBnybero LapcTtBa.



BonkoHckMi 3agymancs.

- BoT, - Hauan Yepem3unH, — nocnesasTpa Yy becTyxeBbix 6yaeT Hemel...

- Kakon Hemeu? - cnpocun BONKOHCKUW, 4yBCTBYSl, 4YTO MpuU UMEHU
BecTyxeBbiX Kpacka 6pocaeTcs emMy B nmuO.

- KyaecHuk-Hemel, A0 HEKOTOPOWN CTerneHn ocobeHHbIN, Ccyas NO pacckasam.
A1 oanH pa3 Bo ®OpaHuun BCTpeTun nogobHoro venoseka. OHM nonagaroTcs.
Ecnn 1ebsa uHTepecyeT - nonaém Bmecte. Hemel 3aecb npoe3aom. [la, otyero
Tbl He 6biBaewb y becTyxeBbix? TaM pa3 Kak-To Aaxe crnpawusanu o Tebe, -
nobasun YepemsuH.

- KTo cnpawmBan? — He BbiTepnen BonkKOHCKMI, TyT Xe agocaaysa Ha cebs 3a
3TO, MNOTOMY 4TO eWwé MUHYTa — U ero BOJIHEHWe Morso O6biTb 3aMeTHOo
Yepem3uHy.

Ho TOT coBeplleHHO paBHOAYLWHO OTBETUII:

- [paBoO, HE MOMHIO, KTO MMEHHO, 3Ha0, YTO rOBOPUIIN...

Ha aToM pa3roBop npekpaTuacsd, HO BONKOHCKMIA Tak M 3aBOJIHOBAJICSA BECh.
OH >Xnn BCE 3TO BpeMs MOJIHbIA CBOMMU MedYTaMW, B KaKOM-TO BOCTOPXEHHOM
coctoaHun. OgHako, korga YepemM3nH TakMMW MNPOCTbIMM C/0OBaMU U TaKuUM
paBHOAYLWHbLIM [OJIOCOM CKasasi, 4YTO OH, BONKOHCKWMM, MOXET MNOUTU K
BecTtyxeBbiM, Huknta ®éaopoBuy noyyBCcTBOBan BAPYr 6e30TUéTHYHO 60A3Hb
3@ CBO& 4yBCTBO, Kak 6yATO OTTOro, YTo OH MOWAET Tyaa, MOXET CIYyYUTbCHA
WKW YTO-HUBYAb yXacHoe, unu... Hnkuta ®éfopoBuy He 3Han, YTo cnefoBano
3a aTuM "unu". OH 3Han ToNbKO, YTO cepaue ero 6LETCs, N KPOBb NMpUInNBaeT
K BUCKaM.

HecmoTps Ha 3TO, Tenepb, Mocse pasrosopa C YepeM3nHbIM, OH CTPACTHO, CO
BCE yBE/INUMBAIOLMMCS XEJTaHNEM Hayan XaaTb Ha3Ha4YeHHOoro y becryxeBbix

Beyepa.

IT KYOECHUK
FOCTN cbe3xanucb, Korga BONKOHCKMA € YepeM3nHbIM noabexanu K AOMY
BecTtyxeBa. Hukuta ®éQopoBUY MO KpalHen Mepe yxe pa3 CTo NpeacTasnsn
cebe, Kak OH BOMAET, KaK yBMAWUT Ao4Yb becTyxeBa u Kak Boobule BCE 3TO

6ynet. ArpadeHa NeTpoBHa BCTpeTUNIA €ro COBEpPLUEHHO NPOCTO, PpaBHOAYLLHO



OTBETMB Ha rNyboKWN, MOYTUTENIbHbLIA MOKNOH KMBKOM FOSIOBbl, TaKUM Xe,
KakuM oTBeTuna YepeM3nHy u BCceM ApyrmMm. HO OT 3TOro, pasyMeeTcs, oHa He
caenanacb Xyxe; HanpoTuB, oHa 6bina eweé nydwe, 4em Boobpaxkan Hukuta
®énopoBny. N 3TOT €€ HebpexHblh NOKNOH Obl1 BCE-TAKM MOK/IOHOM,
06palléHHbIM K HEMY, XU MOTOMY Noay4dan ocobeHHy npenecTb.
Mo3gopoBaBLWNCL C X03seBaMu, BOMKOHCKMI cTan ornsabiBaTb FOCTUHYIO.
Nlyywe Bcex 6blna, pasymeeTtcs, Monodas Xo3anka. Bce monoable nwoaum,
NbIlWHO pa3oaeTble, 6bIINM BOKPYr Heé, OoCTaBfsfs B CTOPOHE Npo4YuMx nam,
CKYYHO U BS1I0 CUAEBLIMX B 30/I04EHBIX Kpecsax.

[Naxe cTtapukm obeppaTbl, TONCTble U CONMAHbLIE, KOTOpble aepxanu cebs
O4YEeHb BaXHO W K KOTOPbIM TO M Aeno noaxoaun c nwbesHon ynblbKon cam
BecTyxeB, Kaszanocb, paAoBanuCb, MsSAs8 Ha ero Ao4b, OCBeLllaBLUYyl BCEé
cobot. OgHa TONbKO Mosofas AamMa B TEMHOM, He COBCEM JIOBKO CLUMTOM
nnatbe cuaena oTaenbHO Ha AMBaHe, CABMHYB 6pOBM HaA AOBOJIbLHO LUMPOKO
NOCTaBNEHHbIMM [N1a3aMn U, CNOXMB rybbl B MPUHYXAEHHYIO YyNbIOKY, NeHNBO
obMaxmBanacb BeepoM, Kak 6bl He xenasd HM Ha 4To obpalwiaTb BHUMAHWUS.
DTN WMPOKO MOCTaBfieHHble rnasa, ynbibka, a rnaBHoe — POBHbIN 60MbLIOK
NPSMON HOC M ABa CnycKaswuecs NpAMO Ha N06 AaMbl 3aBUTKA HEMPUSTHO
nopasuam BONKOHCKOro, Koraa OH B3rnsiHysl Ha Heé. OH 3aMeTun, 4To BCe,
NOYTUTENIBHO MOK/OHUBLUUCBH, Kak-TO obxoamnmn e&, Kn TONIbKO XO38UH
CTapancsa m3penka 3aHAaTb €€ pa3roBOpOM, HO OHa ynblbanacb eMy LLUMPOKOM
ynblbKOKO M oTBe4yana, BMAMMO, OAHOC/OXHbIMW CNOBaMu, cnerka no3ésbiBas
noa BeepoM.

Cpean 6apxaTHbIX U LWENKOBbIX pacWwuTbiX KadTaHOB OCOBEHHO oTau4asncs
CBOMM YEpPHbLIM C HOr A0 rofa0Bbl OAessHWEM MpPUE3XUIN HeMel, AN KOTOPOro
cbexanncb cerogHsa K becTyeBy M KOTOPbIN cuAen Ternepb y OKHa C CaMbIM
CONMMAHBLIM M ToNCTbiM obeppaTtoM. CHayana BcCce pasroBapuBanu, 6yato He
obpallas BHMMaHMSA Ha HeMUA, HO 3aTeM Mano-rnomasny rocTMHas Kak-To cama
cobolo npuHsAnNa To pacnonoxeHue, Kotopoe 6bi10 HeobxoanMo. YEpHbIN
HeMel o4yTUiICca B cpeauHe 6onblwon ayru, o6pasoBaHHOM psSiAOM Kpeces, Ha
KOTOPbIX MOMECTUINUCb CTAapWKW;  MONIOAEXb, OKpYy>XXaBllasi  XO035MKY,

crpynnupoBasnach No-ripeXxHemy BO3Jie HeE, N BCe He3aMeTHO NpPUABUHYIINCK;



TONIbKO AaMa B TEMHOM MiaTbe OCTanacb Mo-npexHemy B OTAASIEHUM Ha CBOEM
AvBaHe. PasroBop crtaHoBuica Bcé 6onee n 6Honee OTPbIBOYHBLIM, CMeX
Aenancsa caep)XXaHHbIM, BCE TOYHO XAanan U NpuciywmBanncb, Aymas, 4to BOT-
BOT cenyac Ha4yHETCS caMoe MHTepecHoe. HO HeMmel, CNOKOMHO npoaoskas
pasroBapuBaTtb Cc obeppaTtoM, Huyero "He HaumHan" WU HUYero
Heo6bIKHOBEHHOrO He noka3sblBarsl.

"MoxeT 6bITb, BCE 3TO — B34A0P", — MEJIbKHY/I0 Y HEKOTOPbIX U3 FOCTEN.
ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa MNOHSMA, UYTO HYXHO BbI3BaTb HEMUA Ha pas3rosop,
KOTOPOro BCe XAaanu.

- [ocnoanH AoKkTop, — obpaTuiacb OHa K HEMY MO-HEMELKU C OTKPOBEHHOH
pPEWNTENbHOCTbIO,  CBOWCTBEHHOK  TOJIbKO  XOPOLEHbKUM  XXEHLMHaM,
yBEpPEHHbIM B TOM, 4TO WM 6yaeT NO3BOJSIEHO UM BCSKOE XenaHue ux
WCMOJTHEHO.

YépHbIW AOKTOP CKNOHUACS, NOYTUTENbHO cnywasa. becTyxeBa npsmo
nocrasuna sonpoc pebpom:

- MHe roBopuan, 4TO Bbl — 0COBeHHbIM 4YenoBek W obnagaete TakuMm
YAUBUTENbHbIMU 3HAHMSIMM, YTO BaM AOCTYMHbl BELWMW CBEPXbECTECTBEHHbIE. ..
Hemeu, npuwypus rnasa, oTBeTUN:

- Mory Bac yBepuUTb, YTO Ha 3eMJie HET HMUYEro CBepXbeCcTeCTBEeHHOoro... Bcé
O4YeHb MNpoCTO M OObIKHOBEHHO, €eCNM 3HaTb, W TOJIbKO AS19 HEe3HaHus
TAWHCTBEHHO.

- Hy, 3To HaM BCE paBHO, — 3a40pHO cka3asna becTyxeBa, — Mbl XAEM OT Bac
yero-HMbyab Takoro... yauBuUTENbLHOrO...

N oHa ynblbHynacb HeMmuy, cMsaryas >TOK YNbl6KOM pe3KOoCTb CBOeK
HaMepeHHON OTKPOBEHHOCTMW.

- M3BoNbTe, — cornacuacsa AokTop, ynbibascb B cBOK o4vepeab. — POBHO CTO
NneT TOMy Ha3zag...

Bce nputuxnn, poBonbHble, 4TO "Hayanocb"; ogHa nuwb becTyxeBa He
Mor/sia yCrnoKOUTbCS.

- YT0 Xe 310 b6yaeT, gokTop? NcTopnsa? — cnpocuna oHa.

— POBHO CTO fieT TOMY Hasaj, — NpoAoJiXan OH, He cnywasi, — B 3TOT CaMbli

yac 6bin OKpPY>XEH Bparamm OAWH MOHACTbIpb, rae 3anepcs C HeboNbLINM



OTPSIAOM paTHUKOB BOEHa4daNbHUK, TBEPAO PpEeWMBWIMA He CcAaBaTbCs.
HanpacHO Bparu WM Ha MNpuUCTyn, HanpacHO ie31M Ha BbICOKME CTEHbl U
NOMUNNCL B BOPOTa - BCe ycuamsa ux 6bian HanpacHbl. HakoHel Hawnucb
ABO€ M3MEHHWKOB, KOTOpble TalHO BAYCTUAM BparoB BHYTPb MOHACTbIPS; OHMU
BOLIIN HOYbK M 6POCUMINCH Ha ero 3aWMTHUKOB. BoeHauanbHMK C ropcTbio
PaTHMKOB KMHYNCS B LEPKOBb W TaMm 6bin ybuT, 3awmwasncb A0 nocneaHen
BO3MOXHOCTUW, KPOBb €ro, nNposutas Ha LEpPKOBHbIA MO, TaK M OcTajsacb Ha
KaMHe; Korga eé CMbiBanv, OHa BbICTymnasia BHOBb...

— DT0 6bl, BEpPOSATHO, HEMeLKWI MOHACTbipb? — CaMOyBEpPEHHO CrpoCwun
obeppat. - 4 NOMHIO HeuTo Aaxe noaobHoe B UICTOPUM M O € T 0 poaa...

Bce HaxoamBwmecsa B roctsax y becTyxeBa HeMubl, KOTOpbIX TyT 6blno
ropa3go 6o0nblie, 4YeM PpYCCKUX, HEBOJSIbHO MOCTapanucb MPUMNOMHUTb, He
C/ly4mnocb NM TakoW WCTOPUM WM B WX poOAE, KOTOPbIM KaXAbll W3 HUX
ropanncs, 3Has 4yTb /I HE HaU3yCTb BCHO CBOKO POAOC/IOBHYIO.

- HeT, - npogonxan AOKTOP, — MOHacCTbIpb 6bl1 PyCCKMiA... Bam 3HakoM aToT
cnyyan, KHA3b? — BApPYr o6paTmuncsa oH K BosIKOHCKOMY.

Huknta ®EnopoBMY MOYyBCTBOBA, YTO BCe B3rNsAbl 06pallaroTCa Ha Hero,
YTO BCE — M C HUMM OHA TOXE - CMOTPAT Ha Hero. Pacckas npo cBoero
poAHOro npagena, nornbwero npu ocage BopoOBCKOro MOHaCTbIpPs, OH 4acTo
C/bllwan B CBOeN ceMbe ewé B AETCTBE, HO He MOr MNOHSATb, OTKyAa 3TOT
NPpUE3sXni, CNy4yamHO BCTPETUBLUMMNCHA C HUM HEMeL 3HaeT U 3TOT pacckas u,
HaKoHeLl, camoro ero. becTtyxesa AeNCTBUTENbHO BMeCTe C APYrMMKU rnsaena
Tenepb Ha KHA359 HukuTy. Xyaow, BbICOKUMA U CTPOWMHBbINA, OH CTOS/1, ONYCTUB
ronosy. o 3TOW MWHYTbl OH 6bln1 AN Heé OAHMM M3 MONOAbIX NOAEWN,
COCTaBNSABWKMX TOJMINY, Ha KOTOPYK OHa BCerga CMOTpena paBHOAYLWHO, He
obpawas HM Ha KOro 0COH6EeHHOro BHMMaHuS, MNPUBbLIKHYB K o06ueMmy
noaynHeHuto cebe. OHa 3Hana, YTO HECKO/IbKO BpEMEHW TOMY Ha3aj rnpuexan
B MuTaBy KakKOW-TO KHS3b BOMKOHCKWI, 4TO OH 6bln pa3 Kak-TO Y HUX, HO
KakoM OH MMEeHHO, He MoMHuna. Tenepb OHAa CMOTpena Ha ero A0BOJIbHO
peakue, HO MNpuUATHbIE 4YepTbl, Ha ero BbICOKWUI, GnegHbIn nob6 n rnybokue
rnasa, U CTpaHHO - 4TO-TO 0cCob6eHHOoe noka3asnocb €l B 3TOM YefloBEeKe,

TOYHO OH HE€ MNOXO0XX Ha OcCTaJ/ibHbIX, TOYHO €ro JnNnUO CBETUTCA KaK-TO



0cobeHHO ANnsa Heé N B ero rnasax OHa MOXET YnTaTb BCHO ero Ayuly.

— BCé 3T0 o4veHb xopowo, — obpaTtuiacb oOHa K AOKTOPY, — HO S HE NOHUMato,
3a4eM Bbl pacckasanun 3Ty UCTOPUIO NpPO... KHA34... — aobaBuna oHa, He Hanas
APYroro BblpaxeHusa 1 nokasblBasi BEEPOM B CTOPOHY BONKOHCKOrO.

- lNMouyeMy 4 pacckasan M M e H H 0 3Ty UCTOPUID? — OTBETUN AOKTOop. — He
3Hal, HO PacCKaXw S BCAKYIO APYryt — Bbl CMOrnu 6bl caenatb MHe TOT Xe
Bonpoc. Ho noyemy s Boobuie pacckasan Bam 4To-1nb0O, Tak 3TO BCIeACTBUE
BaLlen npocboObl...

- [la 4uTo Xe TYyT yAMBUTENbHOro? — BOCK/AMKHYMA becTty)xeBa C HeKOTOpoOM
obuaon, BblpaxaBwencs Yy Heé O0O6bIKHOBEHHO B JErKOM ApOXaHuwu
nogbopoaka.

- Kak? Pa3Be He yaumBuTenbHO B CaMOM gene TO, YTO 9 BOT, CuMASA 34€eCb, B
NOKOMHOM Kpecrsie, 3Hat, YTO CNYy4YUsI0Cb CTO sieT TOMY Hasajd, Korga HuU MeHs,
HW BacC He 6bI10 U HUKTO He AyMan O Hac?

- [a, HO Bbl MOIMM NpOYecTb 3TOT pacckas rae-Hmbyab MM ycnblwaTb, TO
eCTb cAaenaTtb TO, YTO AOCTYMHO KaXAOMy W3 Hac, - BO3paswi OAMH U3
obeppaToB, CUMTABLUMNIACS CaMbiM YMHbIM B COBETE.

— CoBepLleHHO BEPHO, — COrnacuacsa AOKTOp, — U Bac 3TO He yAUBASET NUlWb
NOTOMY, YTO Bbl CaMN MOXeTe caenaTtb 3TO...

- Hy, KoHeuyHO, — HeTepnenueo nepebuna bectyxeBa, — 9 NOHMMalD, €Cnn
6bl Bbl pacckasanu Ham byayliee...

- Torpa 6bl Bac aTo yameuno?

- PazymeeTcs, 310 6b1510 6bI MHTEPECHEN.

— A MHe KaXeTCsl, YTO 3TO pewunTenbHO BCE paBHO; No4veMy, COb6CTBEHHO,
TpyAHee 3HaTb byayulee, yeM npowejuiee?

- Ax, Focnoamn, kak noyemy? [la npoweawee, B 0CO6EHHOCTM Takoe, Kak Bbl
pacckasanu, Kaxabin pebéHoK, yMelLWmnn YnTaTb, MOXET 3HATb.

- A, BOT Bbl CKkazanu: "ymewwun yutatb"! Buaute, HYXHO M AN 3HaHMSA
npoweawero noyynTtbCsl 4eMy-Hubyab, — 3HAUYUT, 3TO BOBCE HEe TaK MpoCTo,
KakK Bbl AyMaeTe! — BO3pa3wua AOKTOpP. — DTaK BeAb MOXHO TOYHO TaK Xe
NnOy4yuTbCs 4YMTaTb U O TOM, 4To byaeT, u Toraa ANs 4YenoBeka 3HawLero,

cornacutecb, NPoNagéT BCSAKad pasHMUa B OTHOWEHUW 3HaHUA 4718 NpoLwsoro



n éyaywero...

- Hy, a Bbl byayulee MoxeTe HaM cKasaTb? — HacTamBana becryxesa.
[JokTop, ynblbasicb, NOAHSAM Nneyun.

- Y710 BaAM yrogHo 3HaTb? — NPOroBOPU/ OH.

- [MosBonbte! Hy, BOT 3mecb Hac, — becTyxeBa oOrnsiHynacb, — 4esioBek
TpnauaTb, 9 ayMar... Yba cyabba Bac nHTepecyet 6onblue apyrnx?

ArpacdeHe TleTpoBHe rnaBHbIM  06pa3oM, KakKk M Kaxaomy U3
NPUCYTCTBOBABLUMX, XOTENOCb Y3HaTb CBOK COBCTBEHHYH cyAbby; HO OHa
Hapo4yHO, He enas rosoputb 0 cebe, mnoctaBmna BOMPOC Tak, 6yayum
yBepeHa, 4TO, pa3yMeeTcs, CaMOl MHTepecHow 6byaeT HangeHa eé cyabba.
[loub NepBoro nuua He TOAbKO B ropoAe, HO U BO Bcel KypnsHamu, OHa yxe
AABHO NpuBbIK/A K NeCTn, KOTOPOK Tewunnm eé camontobmne Bce okpyxaruime,
OT4aACTM BCNEACTBME BbICOKOrO MOJIOXKEHUS OTua, @ OT4yacTM M BCNeAcTBue
CO6CTBEHHOrO €€ yMa, MONoOAOCTU U KPacoThl.

- Hamnbonee wnHTepecHasa cyabba oXxupgaeT KHA35, — 3aroBOpwus AOKTOp W
onaTb obepHynca B CTOPOHY BONKOHCKOro, M BCe CHOBa CTalM CMOTpeTb Ha
Hero. — BaM B Xu3HM npeactout MHoro 6opbbbl AyxoBHOM - U nobepa
oCTaHeTcsa 3a Bamu. He otyamamnTecb! bByabte 6oapbl! B nosoxeHun camom
XXanocTInBoM Bbl byaeTe BCE-TakM Bbille NKOAEN, BaC OoKpyxawowmx. Moxer
6bITb, Mbl BCTpPETUMCH elwé Koraa-Hmbyab, — 3aKA4Mn AOKTOP CEpPbE3HbIM,
MEpPHbIM T0/I0COM, KaXAbl 3BYK KOTOPOro oTAaBancs B cepaue HUKUTbI
®énopoBunya.

"Tak BOT OH Kakom - 3TOoT BonkoHckuin! - aymana ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa,
B3rnsabiBasi Ha KHA39 HUkuTy. — BoT uTo!.."

N oHa He Morna He OWYTUTb FOPAENIMBOr0 CO3HaHUA, 4YTO BOT 4esoBeka,
KOTOpPOro O H a BMAWUT Tenepb COBCEM MONOAbIM, WU KOTOPbIA, BEPOSATHO,
BMecTe C agpyrnmmn pobeeT npea Hew, XAET Brnepean coBeplleHHO ocobeHHas,
TauHCTBEHHasa 6yAyWHOCTb, OTAIMYHANA oT byayLiero opyrux.

[JokTop, cO6CTBEHHO, HUYEM HE MOI CUKD MUHYTY MOATBEPAUTb CAeNaHHOEe UM
npeackasaHuve. WM3BecTHO 6bI1I0 TONBLKO, 4YTO OH HMKOrAa He Buaan
BONIKOHCKOrO, M HUKTO HE MOr roBopuTb eMmMy O HEM, MOTOMY 4TO, KpoMme

YepeM3nHa, nMOYTM HUKTO He 3Han B MwuTaBe KHA34, BOBCe He



NnpuHaanexasLwero K XXM3Hu ropoga. 310 6b110 CTpaHHO. HO He 3TO 3acTaBuio
BCEX NMOBepuUTb croBaM Hemua. OcobeHHoe aosepue Bo36yxaan ero MepHbii,
CepbE3HbIN FON0C, KOTOPbIN, Ka3asnoCb, HUKOrAa HE rOBOPWUN HEMpaBabl.

- Hy, a 3 >XeHcKoro Haxopsuwerocs 3gecb obuwiectBa, — CHOBa crnpocuia
BectyxeBa, enas BCé-Taknm [0bUTbCA CBOEro, — KOMY Bbl MNoACKaxeTe
6yayLWwHOCTL?

[JOKTOp NOAHANCA CO CBOEro Mecra, Hanun M3 CTOosBLUero Ha CToflie y CTeHbl
rpadmHa BoAbl B CTakaH M AOCTaN U3 KapMaHa CKNagHyl cepebpsiHyo NOXKY.
Bce B KOMHate C Hanps)kKéHHbIM BHWUMaHWEM cregusin 3a Manenwmm ero
aAsmxeHuneMm. OH BblHYN M3 KaHaenssbpa BOCKOBYHK CBe4vyy W, OTNIOMMB OT Heé
KYCOK M pacrnycTuB ero B CBOEN JI0XKe, BbICTPO BbINA pacniaB/ieHHbIM BOCK
B CTaKaH.

becTyxxeBa He cCcoOMHeBanacb, 4TO ragaHue pgenaetca And Heé, wu,
BHMUMATENbHO BbITAHYB LWeK, CTapanacb pacCMOTpPeTb, Kakykw durypy
NPUHMMAET 3acCTbIBLUMIMA B NpO3payHOM BoAe BOCK. [JOKTOP MOAHS CTakKaH Ha
CBET U pasrnsaabiBan ero.

"Heyxenun?" — MmenbkHyno y becty>xxeBomn.

B cTakaHe ACHO oyepumBanacb purypa KOpoHbl.

Hemeu BblHYN BOCK, pacrnjieckaB BoAYy, W AENCTBUTENbHO TOT uMmen ¢opmy
NnoAYWKN C KUCTAMW NO Yyrnam, Ha KOTOpPOM Jiexana aXxXypHasi TOHKas
MMNepaTopcKas KOpoHa CO CKMMNETPOM U AeprKaBoto.

BecTyxeBa, KpacHesa OT YyAOBONbCTBUSA, OMyCTWAA rnasa, 4YyBCTBYS, 4TO
B3rnsi4abl BCeEX NMPUCYTCTBYHOWMX obpawatTca K Hel, n Bce nuua ynboibatorcs
€N, CKJIOHSASACb, M YTO YEPHbIN AOKTOP cenyvac noaomnaér K Hel. Ho OoH, Kak 6bl
caM nopaxeéHHbl, O6bICTpO BbINpAMUACA, TBEpAbIMM 60AbWKMMK LWIAramm
npowén 4ype3 KOMHaTy W, ONyCTMBWWCb Ha OAHO KOAEHO, nogan durypy
KOpPOHbI CMAEBLUEN B OTAANIEHUN AaMe B TEMHOM MnnaTbe.

370 6bina repuornHa KypnsHackas, AHHa WMoaHHoBHa - 6yayuwas

nMnepaTtpuua Bcepoccuiickas.

III FTEPUOTNHA KYPNAHOCKASA

AHHa MoaHHOBHa CKy4yana B cBoen KypnsaHauu, Kak TONbKO MOXeT CKydaTb



MoJsIHasa cun ABafuaTUNETHAS XEHLWWHa, OBAOBEBLIAasa Yyepes ABa C NOJIOBUHOKO
Mecsiua nocne ceaabbbl, C AeTCTBa NpuMBbIKLWAS K OFPOMHOMY AOMY, MOJSIHOMY
BCSAKOM MPUCNYTX, NPUXMBANIOK U FOCTEN, U 3akNYEéHHas, Kak B TEMHULY, B
NYCTbIHHbIM CPpeAHEBEKOBbIM 3aMOK C TOJICTbIMU CBOAYaTbIMKU CTEHaMK, NoA
KOTOPbIMW HEBOJIbHO CTUXasla BCAKas nornagaswas TyAa Xu3Hb. [MonoxeHwne
repuorMHM He TOJNIbKO He cnacano e, HO, HarnpoTuB, CIYXWI0 [/IaBHOK
npUYnMHOM eé oaMmHoYecTBa W 3ak/yveHus. [oyb NOKOMHOro MoaHHa
Anekceesunya, pogHoro 6pata v conpasuTens no npecrony uaps lNetpa, oHa
He NoMHMNa CBOEro oTua, ymepuwero, korga en 6buio Bcero Tpu roga. OHa
BblpoCfla B pPoOAHOM cene W3malnoBe Ha nonevyeHUun wMaTepu, uLapuubl
NMpackoBbM, BMecTe C ABYMS CBOMMU CECTpaMu, M3 KOTOpPbIX OHa 6bina
CcpeaHero.

B naTtHaguaTte ner uapeBHa AHHa WMoaHHOBHA, 6narogaps CBOMM He nNO
BO3pacTy (popMaM M OKpenLunM MycKysaM, He Kasanacb y>Xe NoApOCTKOM.

B aTto Bpems umnepaTtop [éTp noTpeboBan BCex 4YNEHOB CBOEN CEMbW B
MNetepbypr, n uapuua [lpackoBbs, Bceraa MNOCNYLWHAasa XenaHusM CBOEro
AeBeps, nocnewunnia nepeexatb Tyaa ¢ godyepbMu. Llapb MNETp, NOMHSA KPOTKUMN
HpaB W NoAYMHEHWe CBOEero NokowmHoro 6paTta v BMASA NocnywaHuve uapuubl
MNMpackoBbM, nackan eé goyepen n 3abotmnca o HUX. AHHa MoaHHOBHa cTana
Becenntbca B [leTepbypre, rae noTaHynacb AJIMHHAs BepeHuua Bble340B,
kaTaHui, 0benos, deriepBepkoB, Ha KOTOPbIX OHA NPUCYTCTBOBAasa BMeCcTe CO
BCEN LaApCKON CeMbEN, OKPYXXEHHAs MOYETOM M BHMMaHMeM. Tak Npowno ABa
6e33ab0THbIX roga, Koraa, HakKOHeL, pa3faanocb Haj Hew CTpalHoe CNoBO
"3amyx".

Cam uapb lMéTp BbIbpan nnemMaHHUUE XeHnxa. Ewé B oktsabpe 1709 roaa oH
croBopuacsa npu ceumgaHum B MapueHBepaepe CO CBOMM MOJSIMTUYECKUM
COK3HMKOM, KOpPOJEM TMpyCcCcKuM, obBeH4YaTb pPYCCKYK UapeBHY C
nNeMaHHUKOM koponsi, ®punapuxom Bunbrenbmom, repuorom KypnsiHACKUM.
270T 6paKk HyXxeH 6bin MeTpy, 4Tobbl, C OAHOM CTOPOHbLI, BCTYNMUTb B CBOWNCTBO
C MPYCCKNUM KOPOJIEBCKUM [AOMOM, a C ApPYyromM — npuobpectn BAMAHUE Ha
KypnsaHackve gena, U OH Ha3Hayu/a HEBECTOK HEeMELKOMY MpPUHLY POAHYHO

nneMaHHuLy csoto, AHHY NoaHHOBHY.



XeHux He 3ameanun asutbca B [leTepbypr, nocne Toro, Kak BOMpPOC O
npugaHoMm 6bia TwaTesbHO 06CYyXAEH W pewéH ero nocnaMm C pyCCKUM
NpaBuUTENbCTBOM.

Ceagbba cnpasnsinacb uenbiM psaaoM npasgHecTB M 3atein. Ha ogHoOM U3
NMpLIECTB, HanpuMmep, Noganu ABa OrPOMHbIX NUPOra, U3 KOTOPbIX BbICKOYMUIN
ABe pa3pshXeHHble Kapanubl M NpoTaHUeBas M MeHyaT Ha ceBagebHoMm ctone. B
TO Xe BpeMsa 6blfla cbirpaHa noTewHas cBagbba KapaMKoB, ANSA 4Yero Mux
cobpanu co Bcen Poccumn ao nonyrtopacrta.

Mupbl 1 NpasgHecTBa 3aKOHYMAMCb HebbiBasoK MOMOMKOK, MNOCne KOTopou
MOJI040r0 3aMepTBO YIOXWUIN B BO30OK M OTNPaBUIN BMECTe C XXEHOK AOMOW B
KypnsHauio. Ho repuor mMor goexaTb TO/IbKO A0 MbI3bl Ayaeprod v 34ecb, B
copoka BepcTax ot lNeTepbypra, CKOPONOCTMXHO CKOHYaCs.

CMepTb MyXa ocTtaBuia AHHY MoaHHOBHY BAOBOK 6€3 BOCMNOMWMHAHWUK O
CYNpy>XeCcKOM c4yacTbe M repuormvHed 6e3 CBsA3aHHbIX C 3TUM  TUTYJIOM
3HayeHunsa n snactu. Mo NoNMTUUYECKUM pacyéTtam leTpa oHa BCE-TaKM A0JDKHA
6bina otnpasuTbCca B KypnaHauto. [epuorckuvm xesn nosyyun Tam, nocne
KOHUYMHbI ®puapuxa Bunbrenoma, nocnegHun notomMok KeTtnepos, repuoros
KypnaHackux, ceMuaecaTUNeTHUN depanHaHgi, HepeLwunTesbHbIN "
TPYCAUBbIA, HE NIOBUMBIA HAapOAOM, HECMOCOOHbIN K YNpPaB/E€HUO U NOCTbIAHO
6exaBwmni ¢ Nnonsa cpaxeHus Bo BpeMs lNontaBckon 6uUTBLI, rae Ao/KeH 6bin
HaxoAMTbCSA B psAax LWBeACKMX CO3HMKOB. OH He XoTen aBuTbCca B Mutasy,
XWN, Hu4ero He penas, B [aHuure W nNpeaoctaBusl CBOE repLorcreso
ynpaBneHuio coeeta obeppatoB. Ha camom xe agene KypnaHaunero ynpasnsn
pe3naeHT pycckoro rocypapsa MNérp Muxannosud becTyxeB, NPUCNaHHbIA B
MuTaBy B KayecTBe ropmapluana BAoOBCTBYOLWEN repuormHn KypnsaHackomn.
AHHa WoaHHOBHa He MoOrfna He 4yBCTBOBaTb, 4YTO OHa B MwuTtaBe -
BTOPOCTEMEHHOEe JINLO, M 4YTO BCE 3HAKWM BHELWHero novyéta u yBaxenus,
KOTOpble OKa3blBalnUCb €M, CAyXaT NuWb ANs Toro, Yytobbl UCKNOUUTL €€ n3
MUTaABCKOro obuecTBa, BecenumBlIErocsas MNo-CBOEMY W  HeapyxXentobHo
OTHOCMBLUEroCs K Hen. Hemubl-KypnsiHAUbI, BWAWMO, He nwobunn 6biBlien
PYCCKOWM LapeBHbl, MHO3EMKWM, NOYTU HACUSIBHO MOCA>XEHHOW UM B FrepLOruHun;

PYyCCKHUE Xe COCTaBAANn CcBOM KPY>XXOK, B KOTOPOM Ha NEPBOM MECTE 6bina



Monogasi, Becénass M XopolweHbkas A[o4vb becTyxeBa, nonb30BaBLUEroCH
obasiHMeM pencTBuTENbHOM BRacTM W Cuibl. Takmm o06pa3oM, MONOXKeHue
repuorMHn TONbKO YyeauHsno AHHY WoaHHOBHY, CBS3blBasio MpaBuiamum
3TUKEeTa W NMWano BO3MOXHOCTU XWUTb TaK, KaK XOTesoCb €n, TOo eCTb
Nosib30BaTbCA HapaBHE C APYrMMW XW3HbIO B CBOE ypaoBosibcTBMe. OHa
npoboeana cobupatb Yy ceba rocten. OHM ABNSAUCL aKKypaTHO B
Ha3Ha4YeHHbIN 4Yac, HO Aepxann cebs YONOPHO M HATAHYTO, MOYTM HE CKpblBas
CBOEN CKYKW, YHUYTOXWUTb KOTOPY AHHa WMOaHHOBHa MONOXWUTENbHO He
ymena. KpoMe camoro pgasswero TOCK/AMBOrNO BOCMOMMHAHWA — HUYEro He
OCTaBasioCb HW Yy TOCTEN, HM Yy XO389MKM OT 3Tux cbopuw,. K cebe Ha
npasgHectBa AHHbl MIOQHHOBHbI HUKTO He npurnawan, noj TeMm Npeanorom,
4YTO OHa - "repuormHsa" mn xaaTb OT HEE YeCTu MoCeLLeHNs He CMelT; npasaa,
BCE OT/IMYHO 3HaNM, YTO OHA C BOCTOpProM sBwunacb 6bl Ha Kakoe YrogHo
npurnaweHne, HO 3HanNM TakKXe, 4YTO, SBMBLUMCb, OHA MPUHECET BMecCTe C
Cob0ol0 CKYKYy W HaTsaHyTocTb. OcTaBanca oaAuMH AoM becTyxeBa, Kyaa AHHa
NoaHHOBHa n e3auna, HO U TyT Bcerga Ha nepsBoM MecTe 6biia ArpadeHa
NeTpoBHa.

Ko BceMy 3ToMy Yy AHHbl MoaHHOBHbI, 0653aHHOM coaepxaTb O0CO0b6bIn
NUBpPENHbIN WTaT, NoBapa, nowajen, KOTOpbIX OHA O4YeHb Sitobuna n KoTopbIX
y Heé He 6bI/I0 0O4eHb MHOrO, W, HakoHel, NoaAdepXwmBaTb CTapbli 3aMOK, -
NPOCTO He XBaTaso AeHer Ha To, YTobbl "cebsa nnaTtbeM, 6enbéM, KpyxXeBamu u
MO BO3MOXHOCTM afiMasaMm He TOJSIbKO MO CBOEW 4ecCTn, HO U NPOTUB MpPEXHUX
BAOBCTBYHOLLMX repLUOrMHb KYpPAsSHACKUX AOCTAaTOYHO coAaepXxaTb", Kak nucana
OHa asae lNeTpy, ropbkKo Xanyscb Ha CBOK cyabby.

Ho MNétp Benukunini octaBancs HenpeknoHeH K cnabocTaMm XeHCKoro cepaua u
He HaxoAWn HYXHbIM NOTakKaTb UM CBOEI LWeapoCTbio. [laxe nisectne o ToMm,
4yTO "MapTUKYNsIpHble WASXeTCKue XEHbl B MuTaBe toBenbl U npouyne ybopsbl
nMmeroT Heyborme, w3 4yero repuoruvHe, npu e€é€ HeaocTaTKax, He
6ecnofo3puTenbHO ecTb", He TPOHYO ero.

Ha apyron aeHb nocne Beuyepa y becrtyxesa, rae AHHa NoaHHoBHa 6bina B
NPOCTOM, HaAEBaAHHOM YyXe nnatbe U rae 6enbin WENKOBLIM Hapsa ArpadeHsbl

lMeTpOoBHbI 6nucTtan n ceBexecTbio, N 60raTcTBOM, OHa CTOsiNa Y OKHa CBOE€ro



3aMKa, FPYCTHO O6/IOKOTUBLUMCL HA PaCTBOPEHHYI LBETHYK pamy. M3 atoro
Y3€HbKOro OKHa BMAHenacb ananes caga, U HeCsioCb apoMaTHOeE TenJo IeTHero
yTpa, HEXHO W MNpPUATHO B/IMBABLUErocs B rpyab MNOA CbipbiMM CBOAAMMU
HEeNpMBETINBbIX KAMEHHbIX CTEH.

MpocCHyBLIAsACA 3eneHb, Kak 6bl pacnpaBnsss CBOM YMbITble POCOK JINCTbS,
TUXO WeBenuniacb Ha TEMJIOM YTpPeHHEM BeTepKe, TpaBa Hexunacb U
pagoBanacb TOMbLKO YTO MNOAHSBLUEMYCS COMHLUY, M NTULbI NeperoBapuBanncCb
HeyMO/IKaBLINM, BECENbIM YN/TMKAHbEM.

"Na, BC& XXMBET, BCé paayeTcs, — AyMana AHHa MoaHHOBHA, — a 4 TYT O4Ha,
C/IOBHO 3aXu1BO norpebénHasn".

N en HEeBONbHO BCMNOMHWUAWUCH MOABasbHblE CK/enbl 3aMKa, rae B Benm4yaBblX
KaMeHHbIX rpobHMLax fiexann noxopoHeHHble NOTOMKM KeTnepos, 1 Kyaa OHa
KakK-TO XoAuNa OT Heyero genatb NOCMOTpeTb U3 NobOoMNbITCTBA, Nocie 4vero
He Morna cnaTb CNOKOMHO HECKOJIbKO HOYEM.

YT06bl OTOrHATL 3Ty FPYCTHYI MbIC/b, OHA CTasna AyMaTb O CBOEM AETCTBe,
06 N3manmnose, rae 6bI10 Tak XOpOWO U Beceno, rae 6blin TOXE KaMeHHble
XOpPOMbl, HO MNpWBETHblEe, YIOTHble, C LUEpKBaMM U 30/10TbIMM Kyrnonamu,
nofsiHble C yTpa A0 HO4YM HapoAdoM. Matywka, uapuua [lMpackoBbs, nobuna
"Boxbux ntoaen", wpoaMBbLIX U CTPaHHMKOB, KOTOpble BCerga Haxoaunum
npuMiOT B €é A0OMe M yMenu pacckasbiBaTb TakuMe 4dydecHble, BoawebHble u
3aHMMaTeNnbHble uctopun. OAWMH K3 OPOAUBBLIX, NoabsauMin  Tumoden
ApPXMNOBWY, 3aMbIC/I0BATbIMU BbIPaXeHMAMNU U HaMEKaMK NpeapeKan uapesHe
AHHe TO, 4yTO 6bI10 ACHO W3 AENCTBMI BYEpaALIHEro KyaeCHWUKa. DTO YyXe He
6b110 e BHoBe. EWE B AeTcTBe OHa C MaTepbio e3amna B Cysganb, U TaMm
MUTpPONONUT WMNNnapuoH ToXe npeacKasbiBasl el CKUMeTp U KOpPOoHY. AHHa
NoaHHOBHa TO Bepuna B cYyacCTbe CBoelr cyabbbl M 6e30TYETHO Hagesnacb Ha
4YTO-TO, TO BAPYr 4YyBCTBOBana CU/IbHY 60A3Hb K FPO3HOMY Asf4e M cnewwunia
yBepuTb cebsi, UTO OHa yXe nosiyymna To, Yero en npeackasaHo, yYTo y Heé
€CTb YXXe repuorckass KOpoHa M 4YTo OHa AOJ/IKHA XWUTb B MuUTaBe M CKy4aTb,
3axmBo norpebéHHas. DTa MbICAb Ka3anacb en Bceraa 0cCobeHHo
XXanocT/IMBOKD, U OHa He Morna caepXaTb HaBépTbiBaBLIMecs Ha €€ rnasa

CNé3bl,



B 5T0 BpemMa B cagy XpYCTHyn nMecoK AOpPOXkW, M AHHa WMoaHHOBHa
OTCTpaHwunacb OT OKHa.

Mo caay Weén, onycTuB rosioBy, C MasIeHbKOW KHUMXKOM B pykax, HukuTta
®énopoBnY, M B HEM repuornMHa cenyac e y3Hana Toro KHA358, KOTOpOMY
BYEpa BMeCTe C Hel KyAeCHUK npeackasan CTpaHHylo cyabby. OH, o4eBUAHO,
6bln Tak Aanék OT BCEro OKpyXallLllero, 4to, caM TOro He 3aMeyasl, 3allén B
Ty 4acTb CaZa, r4e HMUKTO U3 XUBYLUNX B 3aMKe 0ObIKHOBEHHO He rynss.

Ho AHHa WNoaHHOBHa pana 6blna BUAETb XMBOro Yyenoseka. BonkoHckun ewé
BYEpa BeYyepoM, Korga CTosisl, CMYLWEHHbIN O6WMM BHMMaHMEM, MOHpPaBWUICA
€N, N en 3axoTenocb Tenepb NMPOCTO NOrOBOPUTb C HUM TakK, KakK BOT OH eCTb,
CNy4YamHO 3aCTUIHYTbIN nocpean CBOUX MbIC/EN.

- YuTaeTe? — cnpocusiia OHa, ONMpasiCb Ha NMOAOKOHHMUK.

BONKOHCKMW B3APOrHyn, oOrnagencad Kpyrom W, yBuAeB B OKHe AHHY
NoaHHOBHY, 6bICTPO 3aKpblil KHUTY, @ 3aTeM C rNMy60oKMM NOKSIOHOM OTBETU:

- [epuorunHs!l

OH BeCcb Kak-TO B OAHY MUHYTY MOATHAHYNCA U W3 HACTOALWEro, >XWBOro
yenoBeka, KakuM Buaena ero 3a MWHYTY npeg TeMm AHHa WoaHHOBHa,
coenanca BApyr 6e3XM3HEeHHO JAepeBSHHbIM, TMOXOXMM Ha BCeX, KTOo
06bIKHOBEHHO pa3roBapuBas C HEK B 3TOWN HEHAaBUCTHOW MuTase.

- ocnogun! [a yero TyT repuornHsa! — 3arosopusia oHa. — Pa3Be s He Takom
e yenoBekK, KaK 1 BCe, pa3Be CoO MHOK Y>XX W NOroOBOPUTL MPOCTO HeNb3Aa?
BONIKOHCKMI CTOSIN, NOYTUTENBbHO CKIOHACh, U cnyLwan.

- Hy, 4ero Bam-TO TyT? - npogosikana AHHa WNoaHHOBHa. — Bbl — yenosek
NPUE3XNIN, KAXKETCHA, MOXETE N HE CTECHATLCS.

- [poctnTte, Bawa CBETNOCTb, A Nonan cja COBEPLIEHHO CNyyamHO, -
oTBeTMn BONKOHCKMW, Aaymas,, 4To AHHa WoaHHOBHa HaMeKaeT Ha ero
6ecuepeMoHHOCTb, C KOTOPOW OH MOAOLWEN rnoA CaMble OKHAa repuoruHun.

- He npo 10 9, — nepebuna oHa, — HaNpPOTUB, YTO X, YTO NOAOLWWAN?.. YTPO-TO
Kakoe 4yyaecHoe, a? - Bapyr cnpocuna AHHa WNoaHHOBHA, BUAMMO, >Xenas
3aBsA3aTb pa3rosop.

Huknta ®EQopoBMY NocTapasicsad Bblpa3uTb BCEM JIMLIOM M HOBLIM MOKJ/IOHOM,

4YTO BMNOJIHE pPa3feNAdEeT 3TO MHEHUE.



"Hy, BOT M 3TOT, Kak un npouune!"™ — MenbkKHyno y AHHbl MIO@aHHOBHbI, U en
CHOBAa CcAenanocb MPyCTHO U CKYYHO.

OHa 3amMonyana, 3aAyMaBLUUCb M CMOTpPS KyAa-TO BAaNb MOBEPX rOJOBbI
Hukntel ®énopoBmya, a OH BOCMNOMb30BasICA 3TOM  MUHYTOW, u4TOOGbI
OTKNAHATBCS U YUTUM OT UX HENOBKOro pasroBopa, KOTOPbIA noyemy-To 6bin
€My HenpusTeH.

AHHa MoaHHOBHa NoAHsNachb OT OKHa.

- C KeM 3T0 pasroBapumBaTb WU3BOJIMAM, Bawa CBETJIOCTb? — NOC/bIWANICA HaA
eé yxoM cTporum ronoc bectyxesa, Bxoamelero obblIkHoBeHHO 6e3 aoknaaa.
AHHa WMoaHHOBHa Hamopwwna nob, v NMUO eé NpUMHANO0 CTpadanbyeckoe
BblpaxkeHue.

- C KeM roBopuTb-TO MHe? - BAPYr, BO3BblWas rofloc, BOCK/MKHYNA OHA. -
Cuxy 34ecb B3anepTn, N B OKOLLKO HEeNb3s MHe Ternepb BbIMAHYTh...

- HeT, a Tonbko gymarn... — Hayan 6bino becTtyxes, NOAHMMAACH Ha LbIMOYKMK
W cTapasiCb 3arnsHyTb B OKHO.

- S BOT 4TO ckaxy Tebe, MNérp Muxawmnosud, — pesko nepebuna ero AHHa
NoaHHOBHaA, — s 6onbwe He Mory Tak!.. DTO C ymMa COUTM MOXHO. [lpocTo
BO3bMY, Aa u ybery B MockBy. YTO Xe 3TO B camoM gene? [eHb-AeHbCKOMU
oAHa CcMAaMWb, AenaTtb Heyero, HUKOro He BMAMLWb, Takasi TOCKa BO3bMET...

- Y10 Xe penatb, Bawa CBETNOCTb: MOJIOXEHWE repuornHn 3actasnseT
WHOrAa... — nonbiTancs Bo3pa3nTb becTyxes.

- DTa '"repuormHa"! - KpukHyna AHHa WoOaHHOBHA, THEBHO CBEPKHYB
rnasamum. — BoT yx oHa MHe rae! — 1 oHa nokasana cebe Ha ropno.

becTtyxes Buagen, yto AHHa MoaHHOBHA paccep)XeHa He Ha WyTKy. B Takue
MUHYTbl OHa HWKOrga He noMHuna cebsa u, BbIMAS W3 TepneHus, Morna
HagenaTb Kakux-Hubyab XNONOT, B3AyMaB, NOXanyn, B caMOM Aene yexaTb,
He cnpocsicb rocyaaps, B MockBy. Hy>HO 6b1710 4eM-HUOYAb YCMOKOUTL eé.

- A 9 Wén K BaM BOBCE He Ans Toro, 4ytobbl paccepauTb Bally CBETNOCTb, —
nomMosivyaB, MArkKo 3aroBopus OH. — HanpoTus, 8 AyMan npeasioxXuTb BaMm
yCTpPOUTb OXOTY, ecnu 6yaeTt yroaHo.

AHHa MWoaHHOBHa Tak W pacuBena Bcd. Oxota 6bina nwObUMbIM - eé

yYAOBOJIbCTBUEM.



- YT0 X, 9 paga, — CKasana oHa, yXe Xanes 0 CBOel BCMbllKe, Ka3aBLUencs
en Tenepb Aaxe 6ecnpuuMHHO. — TONbKO Kakasa Xe Tenepb MOXeT 6biTb
oxoTa?.. OxoTe He BpeMs Tenepb, — AobaBumna OHa CHOBA WM3MEHWUBLUMMCS
ros1I0COM.

- OxoTa camas HeobblIKHOBEHHas. Buaute nu, Bce AoMXHbl 6bITb BEpxamu, a
OAVH M3 YYaCTHMKOB BblbnpaeTcs 3BepeM, 1 AOJIXKEH CKPbITbCS OT OCTasIbHbIX.
Ero wvwyT, roHaTCs 3@ HWMM, M TOT, KTO MNOMMAaeET, nosay4yaeTr npus, - CcTan
paccka3biBaTb becTy)eB, BCNOMWHAs TyT Xe npuweawyr emy B rofoBYy
HOBYIO 3aTel CBOEN [Ao4Yepu, KOTOpPYH Ta XoTena npuMBeCcTM Ha AHSX B
NUCroJsiHeHME.

- JloBko npuaymaHo! - obpapoBanacb AHHa WMoaHHOBHaA. - Koraga e 3T0
6yanet? Hy>xHo nockopee, MNétp Mnxannosumu.

- Korga Bawa CBeTNOCTb NpUKaXeT, — oTBeTun becTtyxes, — A Bento
NPUroTOBUTL JIOWAAEN.

- HeT, HacuyéT nowagen s yxX cama pacnopsixycb... [a, BOT 4TO: Benu
NPUrNacuTb Ha 3Ty OXOTY ToXXe BONKOHCKOro, 4to 6bln BUepa y Tebs.
BecTyxeB BHMMaTE/IbHO NOCMOTPES Ha Heé.

- Beab uem 6onbwe Hapoaa, TeM nydwe, — nosicHuna AHHa WMoaHHOBHa,
KMBKOM rosioBbl NoKa3sbiBas romapuiany, Yto OH MOXET yAaNnTbCS.
BonKoHCKMM BCE 3TO yTpO AyMasn O BYepallHeM Bedepe, 0 bectyxeson, n o
TOM, KaK OHa CMOTpesfia Ha Hero, Koraa KyAecCHuK aenan CcBoé npeackasaHue.
OH HMKaK He MOr OXuaaTb, YTO MMEHHO K HeMy 6yaeT OTHOCUTbCSA caMmoe
Ba)XKHOe npeackasaHue M 4YTO MMEeHHO ero cyabba CcTaHeT caMOW MHTEpPECHOto,
W 3TO NpeacKasaHue 3aHs10 ero.

OT YepeM3nHa OH VY3HaJs, 4YTO KYAEeCHUMK OCTaHOBW/CA Yy nacrtopa
NTEepaHCKon uepkBum. OH CKOPO HaWEéN ManeHbKU AOMUK, MUMO KOTOPOro
BCerga npmxoaunocb XoAWTb M3 3aMKa B rOpoA, U KOTOPbIN CTOS Hepaneko
OT uepkBuW, Ha 6b6epery peku, no4ytm y camMoro Mocta, OAHUM O6OKOM
BblAABaBLUNCb M3 BbICOKOM KaMeHHOW CTeHbl, 3aKpbiTOM KaKWM-TO TyCTbIM
nonsyymMm pacteHmeM. K nactopy MOXHO 6bls10 nonacTb, TOSIbKO BOWAS C
APYroro KOHUA ynuubl B LEPKOBHYK orpagy M MWHOBaB LIEPKOBHbIM caa.

LlepkoBb 6bina OKpYy>XeHa TEMHbLIMW BETBUCTbIMU CTapbiMW AepeBbAMU, cpeaun



KOTOpbIX LWJ/a AOBOJIbHO LUMPOKAs asnes, U B KOHUe eé€ BuAHenacb CTeHa
NacTopckoro caja C HebonbloOoK XenesHow Asepuen. BeTBu 6blnm o4veHb
rycTbl, W COJIHEYHble Jly4YuM Wb wU3peaka nNpobmBannUCb CKBO3b HMUX,
npopesbiBas CbIpoM MNOAYMpakK TEeHW W Knaas Koe-rae CBeT/ible NATHa Ha
BJ/TAXKHY0, TEMHYIO JOPOXKY aslyien.

Koraa Huknta ®EnopoBuy BXOAMN C OAHOrMO KOHUA, Ha ApPYroM OTBOpwWiach
MasieHbKas JAsepua, U B e€é uJeTblpéXyrofbHWKe, BAPYr OCBETUBLLUEMCH
COJIHUEM, 3a/MBaBWMM CBOMMW JNy4yaMu CaAMK Tractopa, KakKk B paMke,
nokasanuncb [ABe >eHCKuMe GuUrypbl C KIAHABLWMMCSA NacTOpOM, KOTOPbIN,
NpoLwaschb, NMpoBoXasa UX. BOMKOHCKUMA He CTOMIbKO [/la3aMu, CKOJSIbKO BCEM
CywecTtBoM CBOWMM Yy3Han ArpadeHy [leTpoBHy. OHa cMeno wna K HeMmy
HaBCTpeyy, CAeNaB HECKOJIbKO LWaros Bnepén, y3Hasna B CBOK o4vepeib KHA3H
HukunTy.

OHa, BMAMMO, CMyTUIACb — U TeM, YTO OH 3acTtan eé 34ecCb, U TeM, YTO OHMU
BCTPETUINCH C/Iy4YalHO, W TEM, HaKOHel, 4YTO OH MOXEeT 3aMeTuTb eé
cMmyuweHme: Kak HM cTpaHHO 6b1s10 ANns Heé 3To YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE OHa, Bceraa
yBepeHHas B cebe, peaKo ucCnbITbiBasia, HO el He 6bI10 HENPUATHO, YTO 3TOT
MaJsio 3HAKOMbIM €N YesloBEK BUAUT €€ CMYLLEHHOIO.

C nepsoro xe B3rnsga Ha Hukuty ®EnopoBuya, C BOCTOProM CMOTpPEBLUEro
Ha Heé&, OHa noHsMa, YTo OH NbyeTca el Tak, KakK OHa ecTb, NtbyeTcs aaxe
CaMUM CMYLLIEHWEM, KOTOPOE A1 Hero TaK >Xe MpekpacHO B HEW, Kak 1 BCE
ocTasibHoe. N oHa He TONIbKO MPOCTU/IA ero 3a TO, YTO CMyTW/acb Npen HUM,
HO W MOYyBCTBOBasa, UYTO OH B 3Ty MMHYTY He TaK en 4yxa, Kak Bce
OoCTajibHble, TOYHO BCE 3TO 6bLIJIO yXe pa3 npea Hew: M 3Ta TéMHas annes C
BbICOKUMU AepeBbsAMU, N 3TU NpobUBLUMECS CKBO3b JIMCTBY JIY4M U, TNaBHOeE,
3TOT CbIpOM 3anax BEeKOBbIX [ApeBeCHbIX CTBO/IOB, CMELWaHHbIN C
6naroyxaHmem xacMuHa.

- Bbl K Hemy? - cnpocuna bectyxeBa, nepsas oBnageB Co600 M KUBKOM
ro/10Bbl MNOKa3blBasi HA KanuUTKYy.

- [a, K HeMmuy, - 4yTb CAblWHO nporosopun Hukuta @PEQOpPOBUY, YXKe
ncnbITbiBas B cebe NErkocTb U BOJSIHEHME, KOTOPblE BCerga oxsaTbliBanu €ro,

TOYHO BbIpOCLLUME U FOTOBbIE PAaCNyCTUTbCA KpblJibA, KOrAa OH CMOTPEJS Ha 3Ty



OEBYLLKY UK AyMan O HEN.

- Yexan, cerogHss yTpoM yexan, — C ynblbkon otBeTuna emy becrtyxesa u
npowsia MUMO.

Bonblue OHM HUYEro cnoBaMm He CKasanu Apyr Apyry, Ho Huknta ®époposuny
YyBCTBOBAaJs, YTO MOCNE 3TOM BCTPEYM OHWU CTanm TOo4YHO 6onee 6/M3KM U UYTO
3Ta CIy4anHOCTb He nponaéTt beccnegHo.

MacTop noaATBEpAWA €My, YTO AOKTOp AENCTBUTENIbHO CerogHs paHo yTPOM
yexan u3 MutaBbl M He noxenana coobwmuTb, Kyaa MMEHHO; HO BONKOHCKUMN

yXXe He XaJes, YTo He MOr roBOpUTb C YEPHbLIM AOKTOPOM.

IV OXOTA

AHHa NoaHHOBHA caMa pacnopsianacb NpUroToBJeHNUEM K NOTEWHOW oxoTe,
KoTopasi 6bl1a HasHayeHa B eé 3aropogHoM gome 65m3 Mutasbl, B Bupuay.
3aTess o4YeHb NOHpaBWiaCb e, M Kaxablh AeHb OHa 3acTaBnsana nenatb
BbIBOAKY Nnowagen y cebss Ha KOHOWHe, Bbibupas u pacnpeaenss nx ansg
YYaCTHUKOB noTexu. 3a AeHb A0 OXOTbl OHa yexana B Bupuay v HoueBana
TaM. FocTn fonxHbl 661N CbexaTbCs K AeCATM YyacaM yTpa. BepxoBble nowaam
repuorvHmn 6binn npmeeaeHbl Tyaa 3apaHee.

YepeM3nH ¢ BOSIKOHCKMM SBUIUCb B 3KUMNaxe B Bupuay paHblle Apyrnx; Ho
MnoYTKM cenvac BCNed 3a HUMU Npuexanun HeCKOosbKO Hemeukunx 6apoHOoB,
KOTOpble, BEX/IMBO pacCK/IaHABWMUCb, MNOWIN B KOHIOLWHIO OCMaTpuBaTb
nowagen. 3aTteM npucKakanam BepXOM JparyHckue odwuuepbl; MNoToMm, B
TSXXKENOM 30/104EHON KOMbIMAre C rangykom Ha 3ansitkax, npuvexan becrtyxes.
Huknta ®épopoBuy ayman, 4to C rodmapwanoMm npueaer ero Aoyvb U
pagoBasnicd CBOMM OXWAAHWAM; HO Tenepb Yy HEero HEeBOJIbHO $SBUIOCb
COMHeHWe, npueaeT M oHa Booblle, 1 BCE eMy nepecTano 34eCb HPaBUTLCS.
Mogontm wn cnpocuTb Yy becTyxeBa O ero Ao4vyepu OH, pasyMeeTcs, He
pelwlancs.

Bce »Tm pgHM noroga crosina 4dydecHasi, U cerogHss Toxe Hebo 6bino
6e306na4yHO M AcHO. Monoable ntoan, 6necta Ha conHue CBOMMU pacClIMTbIMU
KadpTaHaMM U raayHamMym Ha wWwnAsnax, XoAunau B OXUAAHUM FepuorMHM no

HebonblOW nowaake npen oomoMm. AHHa MoaHHOBHa A0Aro He BbiIXxoAwuna.



BecTy>xeB HeCKO/IbKO pa3 BrngabiBascad B Aajlb A0POrun, Aepxa pyKy Haj
rnasamm oT CosiHUa, M 3aTeM 6eCrnoKOMHO NpOXaXXuBascs no KpblibLy.

- Koro e Mbl XXaEM? — cnpocun KHA3b Huknta ®éaopoBud y YepemsunHa.

- Kak koro?.. lepuoruHio! — oTBeTMN TOT, HEAOBOJILHO MOXKUMas naevyamu.
AHHa WMoaHHOBHa BbIlWJ/A Ha KpbUibLO cuAWas M A0BOSIbHAs B AJIMHHOM
SIPKOM NiaTbe, Wnend KoToporo HEC ManeHbKU nax. En nogsenu CTpomnHyto,
KpacuBYyto nowaab NoA YenpakoMm, ¢ repbammn KypasHACKUX repLoros.
BecTy)xeB TOXe cen BepxoM.

"M o4eHb HYXHO NO 3Takon xape 6e3 Tonky cnoHaTbca!"™ - paccyxaan
BonkoHckuin, 3abupas 3a 3arpuBoK nowaab U NogHMMas Hory B ctpemsa. — U
yero, NpaBo, He BblayMatoT!.. A BOT BO3bMY, Aa 1 yeay!" — pewnn oH, nonas B
cTpeMsi, U 6bICTPO BCKOYWU/T HaA HeTepnesnBytlo, He CTOSABLUYH CMOKOWHO Ha
MecTe nowagb.

Tonna OXOTHMKOB, C AHHOM WoaHHOBHOW BMNepeau, LWaroM Bblexasna Ha
aopory. N30 Bcex nuy ynbibarowmmca 6bi10 TONbKO OAHO — AMUO CaMou
repuorvmHn. Bce ocTanbHble cvaenu HacynuBLIUCb U MOPLUWMAUCL OT Jlyden
npsimMo 6uBLLero uM B rnasa cosnHua.

Tak Mon4ya npoexanu HekoTopoe BpeMs. Hy>XHO 6bl10, HAaKOHeU, YTo-HNbyab
npeanpuHATb — CBEPHYTb C AOPOrK, 4YTO SiK, @ TO, NPOAO/XKasA TaK, MOXHO
6b110 goexaTtb A0 camon Mwutasbl. AHHa MoaHHOBHa noyysBcTBOBana 3T10. Ho,
BMAMMO, HUKTO HE XOTen NoMo4b en; BCe 6blIn rOTOBbI UCMOMHATL TOMIbKO €é
MpUKasaHus, a 4YTO M KaK NpuKasaTb — OHa MOJIOXKUTENIbHO He yMena.

"BoT 3Ta becrtyxeBa, HaBepHoe, 3Hana 6bl, YTO Tenepb Aenatb, — He 6e3
3aBUCTM noAayMmarna repuornHsa. — M 4To OHW HaxoasT B Hen, npaso? Xyaa — u
6onblwe Hu4yero", — paccyxaasna oHa npo 6e3MONBHO eayLKnX 3a Hew Tenepb
MONOAbIX NHOAEN.

[encTBuTENbHO, OHU M CaMW He MOI/IN MOHATb, No4YeMy, Korga npea Tou xe
TONMNOW WX, Kak ceroaHs, 6biBana B Apyrne AHuM bectyxesa, — BCE 6bln0
MHa4ye, aBMANINCL OTKYAA-TO U Becenbe, N CMeX. becTyxeBa npu 3TOM HUYEro,
Kasanocb, He Jenana, 4Tobbl BbI3BaTb TakKOe HaCTpoeHue. AHHa Xe
NWoaHHOBHa, HanMpoTuB, BCEMU CUSIaMU CTapasacCb — U HUYEro M3 3TOro He

BbIXOAWMNO...



- Hy, 4TO X, noXanyn, CBEpHYTb MOXHO? — cnpocuna AHHa MoOaHHOBHA,
obopaumBasnce kK bectyxeBy.

— Y KaK 3TO yrogHo Ballen CBEeTN0CTU, — OTBETUI TOT.

- [Ja MHe yrogHo TosbkKO, 4TOo6bl Becesio 6bif10; Bbl CKaXUTe KaK, HYXHO
Tenepb CBEPHYTb, UTO Nn?

- A BOT, KaxeTcs, A0Yb MOS efeT — OHa noKaxeT, — ckasan becTtyxes,
CMOTpPS Ha Jopory, rae yxe 6eneno 06,1ako Nbiiv, B KOTOPOE AABHO XaAHbIMU
rnasamu snunca Hnknta ®éqoposuy.

Mpn umeHn becTyxeBon AHHA MoaHHOBHA BAPYr pewuTenbHO MNOoBepHyna
nowaib M, Kak 6yaTto cama 3Has, 4YTo el AenaTb, KPYMHOK pbICblo noexana
npamMo B none. Tam, Ha pgopore, roe exasna bectyxeBa, TakXe OKpPYXEHHad
OXOTHWKaMU, 3aMeTuNM 3To ABuXKeHne. Ho ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa BMeCTO TOro,
yTo6blI NMOrHaTb CBOK Nowaab wnbye, HaNpoTUB, Npuaepxasna eé u noexasna
laroM, CBepHyB, 04HAKO, TOXe B none.

AHHa MoaHHOBHA, OTCKakaB OT AOPOrn Ha A0BOJIbHO 60/bLWOE NPOCTPAHCTBO,
octaHoBunacb. OHa Bugena, 4to becTy)XeBa, HAapO4YHO He cCrnewa, Lwarom
NpubAnXaeTca K HUM, U er XOTenocCb BO YTO 6bl TO HX CTano HavaTb "oxoTy"
paHblle TOro, Kak OHa nogbeseT.

- Hy, rocnoaa, Kak xe, KTo e byaeT 3BepeM, a? — cnpocuna oHa, nbesHo
ynblbascb M HeTepnenuMeo MNoBOpaymBasiCb B ceane. — [la Hy Xe, ckopee
HaunHamTel.. — yyTb He ymonsasa, gobasmna oHa.

Ho HWKTO He Bblka3bliBan o0cobeHHOM ToponameBoCcTU. Buammo 6bin0, 4TO
HWUKTO He ABWHETCS, Noka He noabeaeT ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa, KOTOopasi, TOYHO
Hapo4HO, Apa3HsA M pUCYSACb, NoaBUranacb 0CobeHHO MeasieHHO, npuaepxas
eLé CBOot Nnowanb U bepexHo 0bbe3xasad KaxXAyr KOUKY.

"Munywka!" - yyTb He BblpBanocb y Hnukutel ®égopoBuya HaBCTpeUy en.
HakoHel eé 6onblias cepas nowanb MepHbIM, KpacuBbIM WAromMm, ocobeHHo
NOBKO OKpyrnsia nepegHne Horu, nogowsna Moyt BMANOTb K Jsowaau
repuormHu.

C nosiBneHmnem bectyxeBon Bce nuua 0OXMBUIUCH.

- [ob6pbin aeHb, Balwa CBETNOCTb! — obpaTtunacb OHa Mo-HeEMeuKM K AHHe

MoaHHOBHE C TOKO yanGKOVI, Yyapyrwuiee sne4vaTtseHme KOTODOVI OHa 3Hana.



N pencrtButenbHO, 3Ta ynbibka cnocobHa 6bina NMpMMMpPUTb C HEKD BCSIKOrO.
AHHa MoaHHOBHa He MoOrna He 4yBCTBOBaTb, UTO Tenepb byaeT HenpeMeHHO
Becesio, NOTOMY 4YTO Yy 3TOM 6e3XM3HEHHOW TONMbl BAPYr siBUAAcb Aywa, u
Tonna npocHynacb. O6uwee OXuWBfeHMe HeBONbHO nepefanocb AHHe
NoaHHOBHE, N B Hel He3aMeTHO pacTasiyio BCAKOEe HeyaoBOSIbCTBME MNPOTUB
BecTtyxeBon.

- ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa, — obpaTmnacb oHa K HEN, — Hy, KaK Xe HayaTb?
BectyxeBa obBena rnaszamm OXOTHUKOB. Cpeanm HUX OCOBEHHO BblAensincs
CBOMM CaMOAOBOJIbHbIM 6en10-p030BbIM IMLOM OTKOPMJIEHHbIN, rNageHbKUn
HEeMUYMK, CblH CTapwero obeppaTa, B3rpoOMoO34MBLUMNCSA HA OrPOMHYIO flowwaab,
BOBCE He COOTBETCTBOBAaBLUYK €ro MasieHbKOMY, NyxX/IOMYy Tenbly.

- Hy, 6apoH, Bble3xaunTte! — npeanoxuna emy ArpadeHa lNMetposHa.

BapoH xpabpo pan wnopbl CBOEMY KOHK U BbIABUHY/CH, CTapasCb
npobpaTbCsa Mexay HeTepnesnso TONTaBLWMMUCS Ha MecTe flowaibMu.

- [a He Tak... Tyaa, B none! - nosacHuna becTtyXesBa, NpoTarnBas pykKy
Brnepéa v ykasblBas B MPOCTPaHCTBO. — Mbl 6yaem cumTtaTb A0 CTa, B 3TO
BpeMs Bbl MOXeETe yexaTb KyAa YroAHoO, a 3aTeM Mbl MocKayeM 3a BaMu. Hy,
YepeM3uH, cuntante! — npukasana oHa.

BapoH ewé pa3 pgan wnopbl, €ro OrpoMHbIA KOHb, BMAMMO, He >Xenas
OTAENATbCA OT ApPYyrux nowagen, nepebpan HoramMm u ctan NATUTLCS.

- Pa3, aBa... - Havan YepeMsuH.

- lMocTonTe, noroamTe, elWé He BpeMs, S elwé He Hayan, — 3abecnokowuncs
6apoH, eaBa oxBaTbiBasi CBOMMU KOPOTEHbKMMU HOramMu KpyTblie 60ka nowaan,
KoTOpas Tpsicna rosioBo U npoaosnkana NATUTbCS.

- OanHHaauaTh, ABeHaAuaTb, — HEYMOSIMMO Npoaoskan YepemsunH.

BapoH OT4YassHHO 3aMaxas PyKOK M 4YTO 6bIN0 CUMNbI yAapual KOHS XJ/1bICTOM.
ToT BAPYr pBaHyACcsa BNepén n nockakaa no nosito C/IoMg roaosy.

Kpyrom Bce 3acmesinncb. bapoH HEccsi, pacTtonbipsd HOMM U OTKMHYBLUWUCH
Hasad, TOYHO NOBUC Ha NOBOAbSIX... Ero wisna ¢ orpoMHbLIM NEpoOM cBanunach
Hasag WM Tpenanacb Ha peMelke, cron3weMm co Wwék 6apoHa. lNpockakas
TaknM ob6pa3oM, nowaab KpyTo OoCTaHOBWUAACb, M 6apoH NepeKkuHyncs Ha eé

e, KOTOPpYKO HEBOJ/IbHO OXBaTnN pyKaMu, yTob6blI HE NONETETH 4yepes3 roaosy



nowaau.
YepeM3uH B 3TO BpeMs AO0LWEN yXe A0 WeCTUAeCATw.

®urypa 6apoHa 6bl1a o4yeHb CMewHa, B OCOH6EHHOCTM C TOW CTOPOHbI, C
KOTOPOW rNsAenn Ha Hero ocTtajnbHble. OrpoMHbIM KOHb, MNOYYBCTBOBAaB,
OOMKHO 6bITb, HETBEPAOCTb CBOEro ceaoka, noggan 3agHMMWM HOramu, U
6bapoH ewé kpenye npunan K ero wee, He obpawas BHMMaAHUSA Ha TO
BreyaT/ieHne, KOTOpOe OH MpPOU3BOAMUT.

- [leBAHOCTO BOCEMb, OEeBAHOCTO AeBATb, — cyuTtan YepemsuH, - cto! -
HaKoHeL, KPUKHY/ OH.

Heckonbko nowanen KWUHYIUCb MO HamnpaBieHuto HecyacTHoro 6apoHa,
buBluerocst Ha cBoew nowaan nocpeamn nons.

BecTyxeBa caenana TONbKO BWA, YTO KMHY/MAacb BMecCcTe C APYTMMKU, HO Ha
caMoM pgene octanacb c3aau. OHa 3aMeTusa, YTo HECKOJIbKO MOOAbIX NOAEN,
MeXAy KOTOpbiMU 6bl1 BONKOHCKMI, caenanu To Xe caMoe.

AHHa MoaHHOBHa nepBas HacTurna 6apoHa u nonyyuna nepsbiv Npu3.
Jlowagn TONbKO  pasropsyunMancb 3TOK  KOPOTKOM  CKaykon. HukTo,
pasyMeeTcsi, He UMen euwé BpPeMEeHM yCTaTb, HAMNpPOTUB, KaXXAOMy Ka3anocCb,
YTO OH MOXET XOTb LeNbli AeHb NMpoBeCcTW, He cnesas c nowaau. Y 6apoHa
noLuna KpoBb M3 HOCA, KOTOPbIM OH, O4EeBMAHO, pa3bun, Korga HaAaTKHYNACS Ha
e CBOEro KoHs, HO n 6apoH cTapancsa onpaBuUTbLCSA U BCEMU CUAMM Xenan
nokasaTb, YTO 3TO eMy HuYero.

NMocne 6apoHa B KaydecTBe 3Beps Bblexan Yepem3smH. OH He TOpPOMSCb
OTAENNNACS OT OXOTHMKOB, CMOKOMHO BbIXKAan MOMEHTa, Korga OHW NnockKakanwu,
M, NOANYCTUB UX AOBONIbLHO 61M3K0O K cebe, BHE3anHO OTCKO4YM B CTOPOHY, a
3aTeM, caenaB 60nbLOW Kpyr no nonw, nogaancs repuorvHe. Bcé ato 6b1n10
WCMOSIHEHO KpPacuBO U Becesno.

BecTtyxeBa BCEé BpeMs e3auna, cbeperas cunbl ceoen nowaan. OHa OTAMYHO
BMAena, 4yto YepeMsunH noanasncsa repuornHe n npexae Apyrnx octaHoBuaach
Ha HebonbWOM XonMuKe, Kak 6bl ocMaTpmBasi MeCTHOCTb. Mano-nomany Bce
Hayanu noabesxaTb K HeM.

OHKM BCe He3aMeTHO NpubAn3nnncbL Tenepb K HebOoNbLIOMY NecKy, KOTOPbIH

npexae ToJsIbKoO CnMHen npea HUMMUM TOHKORO NoOsIOCKOM BAANU OT Aoporu.



- He nopa nun obepatb, Bawa CBETNOCTb? — MNOABbE3XASA KPYMHOK PbiCblO,
Crnpocun y repuormHn becTyxeB, He y4yacTBOBaBLUMW B CKaukaxX W /Ulb
CcTeneHHo HabnwaaBLWni 3a HUMK.

- AX, HeT ewgé, noroamn, MNérp Mmxamnosuny! — orsetnna AHHa MoOaHHOBHA,
6necrts pasropeBlNMUCS F1a3aMu.

- Hy, a KTO normaeT MeHs? - BAPYr KpukKHyna ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa, u,
npexae 4eMm KTo-HMbyab ycnesn ONOMHUTLCHA, OHa 6blna yXxe y onywku neca,
nepenpbirHysa Kakyl-To KaHaBy U McYe3na B 3e/IeHN AepeBbEB.

- Kyaa Tbl... cymacweawasa! — Mor To/IbKO KPpUKHYTb OTel, en BCnea.

Hukuta ®épopoBny BMecTe C ApPYrMMKM, He noMHA cebs, KWHynca 3a
BecTyxxesomn.

OHM 6bICTPO MMHOBaANM NpPOCTPAHCTBO, OTAeNsiBlLIee WX OT Jfeca, WU
BonkoHCKMK, K CBOEMY YAOBO/bLCTBUIO, UYYyBCTBOBAaj, 4YTO €ro siowagb eLwé
COBEpLIEHHO CBeXa W fierko nepenpbirHyna kKaHaey Yy neca. lNpurnbascb K
cenny, 4tobbl BETBU He MeLwanu emMy, OH rnoexasna Mexay AepeBbsiMU, CTapasiCb
pasrnaaeTb cnep nowaan ArpadeHsl MNMeTpoBHbI, U C YXAaCcoM 3aMevars, 4YTo 3TO
HEBO3MOXHO M 4YTO OH TepsieTCs B 4Yalle MNOXOXMX APYr Ha Apyra CTBOOB
neca. OH ornagenca KpyroM. OcCTanbHbIX OXOTHWKOB Y>Xe He 6bl10 BMAHO.
TonNbKO HanpaBO W HaNeBO CAblWANoOCb XPYCTEHME BETOK U BanexHuka,
JIoMaBLUerocs nog Horamm ux nowanen. BonkoHCKMM ocTaHoBWACS. Mano-
nomany TpecK BanexHuka crtan cnabee un, HakoHeu, BOBCE 3aMOJIK.
OueBnaHO, BCe pasbexanncb, cAepXkaB owagen, rnotomy 4to becuenbHas
CKayka bblna He HyXxHa n onacHa. KHa3b HukmnTta noexan Bnepén Hayrag. OH
aonro npobupanca mexay OepeBbsiMU, He 3HAsi HanpaB/ieHUS WU He oTAaBasd
cebe oTyéTa, eneT OH BNepén WM Hasag M CKOJSIbKO BPEMEHMU MPOLWIo C Tex
nop, Kak OHW Bbexanu B Nnec.

"HeT, — coobpaxan OoH, — BEpHO, 9 CBEpHYy/ C AOPOrn, nOToOMy 4YTO MHAYe
BCTpeTun 6bl Koro-Hnbyab... boxe mon!.."

N cepaue ero cxanocb Npu MbICAN, UYTO KTO-HMOYAb APYro HAacCTUTHET eé u
yTo, MOXeT 6bITb, Tenepb OHa YyXe HAaCTUrHyTa, M OXO0Ta KOH4YeHa, U BCe,
3abbiB 0 HEM, cobpanucb rae-HMbyab W 3aBUAYKOT OXOTHUKY, KOTOPOMY

ynbl6Hy1’IOCb cerofH4 cyacrbe. [lbixaHne y Hero cxasnocb, U cepgue 3abunocb



- HeyXenu KTo-HMbyab Apyron, He OH, byaeT cerogHs nobeguTtenem? WU,
yAapus fowaab, OH Nockakan srepén.

Jlec, cHa4ana 4acTbli, Ha4yan peaeTb, M CKOPO MexAay CTBOJSIOB MOKasaniucCb
NpOCBETbI.

"Tak n ectb! - C oT4yassHMeM noayMman BONMKOHCKWI, — 3TO - OnyLwkKa;
BEPHYNCS Ha3aj, onsaTb K TOMY MecTy, OTKyAa Mbl noexanu..."

Ho Bapyr npu3Hak HagexAbl BAOXHYN B HEro HoByt cuiy. OH ACHO ycnbixan
(blpKaHbe Yben-TO SIOWAAN U TSXKENYI HEPOBHYIO MOCTYMNb KOMbIT.

"A BOPYr 3TO — 0 H a?" — MeNbKHYNO Y BONKOHCKOro, HO TyT Xe, N0 bueHuto
CBOEro cepaua, OH peLnsa, 4To 3TO He MoXeT bbITb becTyxeBa.

OH Bblexas He Ha OnyLlWKy, Kak eMy MnokasanoCb CHayana, HO Ha AO0BOJIbHO
LUMPOKYIO NECHYI NONsSHKY, rae npen 6onblinM KopsiBbIM MHEM TONTasacb Ha
OAHOM MecTe OrpoMHas nowab 6apoHa, HanpacHO CUAMBLUErocs o40NeTb eé
ynopCTBO.

- HakoHeu-To KTO-HMbyab! — pagoOCTHO KpWKHYn 6apoH, — Tenepb HUYero,
OHa NOWMAET 3a Apyrown nowaabto... NMorognte MeHs!

Ho BonkoHCKuiA 6bICTPO NOBEpPHYN Has3ad W 4To 6bl10 CMN BCAAWA LWIMNOPLI B
boka cBoen nowaaun; Ta noHecnacb. OaHako OH cnblwan, 4Yto 6apoH ckayert
3@ HMM, CTAHOBUTCS BCE bnumxe n 6amxe K HEMY, U Tenepb BCE ero MbICAn U
BCé yMeHbe bblnn HamnpasfieHbl K TOMY, 4yTobbl oTAenaTtbCss BO YTO 6bl TO HU
CTaso OT 3TOro CMELHOro HeMua.

Huknta ®EnopoBuy neten CTpeMrinaB, NepenpbirmBasd CBaJsieHHble CTBOJbI,
PbITBUHbI U He obpawlass BHUMaAHUS Ha XNecTaBlne ero BeTkn. bapoH oTcrtan
OT Hero, a OH, He NOMHS HMYero, Tak Kak BAPYr peLwnsa, YTo Tenepb ANS Hero
y>Xe BCEé nponano, BCé-Takn HEccs Bnepén, C My4YuTenbHOM TOCKOK MOBTOPSS
cebe:

"A Kak BCE& 370 Morno 6bITb xopowo cerogHs!"

N Bapyr nocpean 3Ton 6elleHHOW CKayku ero nowajb BblHEC/a CHOBA Ha
nonsiHy. TyT, CKPeCTMB Ha Fpyan pPyKuU U BbICOKO 3aKMHYB rosioBy, oAHa, eweé
He HacTUrHyTas HUKeMm, ctosana bectyxesa.

Hukunta ®éaopoBuny, He Beps CBOUM r1a3aMm, 6pocuncs K Hew.

"A, 3TO - Bbl, KHA3b!.." - Kak 6bl CKa3asia OHa BCEM CBOUM ABMUXXEHUEM U,



yAapuB fowaab, KUHYNacb B CTOPOHY.
[JorHaTb Tenepb eé COCTaBNAN0 XU3Hb UM CMEPTb AN KHA39 HUKUTLI.
ArpadeHa [lMeTpoBHa, Kak Obl LWeronss CBOMM YMEHbEM JepXaTbCA Ha
nowagm w. BuAUMMO, 6yayuMm OTAMYHO 3HaKOMa C MECTHOCTbK, Hecsacb
Brnepeau, 3actaBnsas BonkoHCKoro genatb 6e3yMHble CKaykM M NOBOPOTbI. HO
OH, FOTOBbIM Nydlle 3ape3aTb Jowanb WIN JINWNTLCA XU3HW, YeM OTCTaTb,
rHanCca C HaCTOM4YMBbLIM, OTYASAHHbLIM YNOPCTBOM U HaAexAoW. Heckonbko pa3s
OH noyTn Hacturan ArpadeHy lMeTpoBHY, HO He 6bIN10 MecTa obbexaTb eé, u
OH BOJIen-HeBoNen aosmxkeH 6bl1 ocTaBaTbCsA C3aAM. HakoHel, 3aMyynB CBOMX
B3MbIJIEHHbIX NlOWaAaen, OHM Npubnuamnmcb K onywke. Hukuta OEnopoBuy
6e3>kanocTHo nocbuian MU XNbICTOM M WNopaMu CBOK Nowaib. Ho BOT oHa
caenana, Kasanocb, nocneaHee cTpallHoe ycunue — n BonkoHckuMin yBuaen,
UTO OH yXe cKayeT psaoMm c ArpadeHon lNMeTpoBHOW, YTO, NPOTSAHYB PYKY, OH
MOXeT Aoctatb yauna eé nowaan. OH HarHyncsa Bnepén u AenCTBUTENIbHO
CXBaTwWN nopa y3aubl nowaab bectyxeson. ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa He oxuaana
3TOro0 M NokadHynacb B cegne. KHA3b AosmkeH 6bln 06xBaTuTh €é cBo60AHO0
pyKol, 4To6bl OHa He ynana. DTO ABWMXeHue 6blN0 COBEPLIEHHO HEBOJILHO.
Nlowagn cpenann ewé HecKONbKO CKaykoB W, M3My4YeHHble, roToBbl 6blnu
OCTaHOBUTbCA. Kak 3TO cny4ymnocb — BONKOHCKMM He MOMHMA, HO 3abbiB O
TOM, 4YTO OH Jenaet, M He Bnages cobon, OH B OMNbSHEHUW CYACTbS
NPUKOCHYCA rybamu Kk ropsyen weke ArpadeHbl NeTpoBHbI.

[eBylika B34pOrHysia M pBaHynacb OT Hero. OH He yaep)kusan. Jlowagu
MOLLM LLIAroMm.

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa exana Mosa4a, HU3KO ONYCTUB rosI0BY U Kycasi rybol.
"Bcé nponano! - ayman BonkoHckuin. — Boxe ™Mown, Boxe Mon, 4yto 1
Hagenan!.."

Hacynus 6poBu u He ckasaB eMy HW cnosa, bectyxeBa npubnusmnacsb,
HakKoHeLl, K pa3butoMy B none waTtpy, Y KOTOPOro AaBHO ryaes 3BOHKUN por
noesxadero [5] , c3biBas y4aCTHUKOB OXOTbl.

BonkoHCKun cnes ¢ nowaau u easa ycrosn Ha Horax. KoneHa ero gpoxanwu,
N pykKu Tpscamncb. [onkHO 6biTb, OH 6bln1 o4yeHb 6negeH, MOTOMY 4TO

YepeM3unH ¢ 6ecrnokoncTBoM NOAOLWEN K HEMY U COBETOBA/1 BbINMNTb B1HA.



- He Hapo, - cnabbiM, 6e3HagéXHbIM rONIOCOM OTBETUN BONKOHCKUN, -
Tenepb HMUYEro He Haao.

- [da 4to c TOo60ol? - HactamBan YepemsuH. — Tebe He3gmopoBuTCca?.. Thbl,
BEPHO, CNULIKOM ycTan... Tebe 6bl BMHA, — npeanaran oH.

Huknta ®EnopoBud noytm 6ecco3HaTeslbHO MnonMan TOJSIbKO OAHO CNOBO
"BMHA" WM HEBONbHO 3aUENWICA 3a HEero MbICNSMU, NpuaaB eMmy CBOE,
COBEPLIEHHO NHOE 3HAYEHMeE.

"BuHoBaT, cam BuHoBat!.." — noBTOpSAN OH cebe.

Y waTpa 6bin pasocTtnaH 60nbWwon KOBEpP, YCTaBNEHHbIN nocpeanHe CTBamMu
MW nuTbéM. 3p4ecb BCe Becesio pacnonoXuaucb, 4yBCTBYS 6onblioe
YAOBOJIbCTBME XOPOLWO MOecTb, MNpoBeAs CTO/IbKO BPEMEHM Ha BOJIbHOM
BO34yXe N BepxoM. [leHb BblAaNCsa O4YeHb yAadHbln. Becenbe 66110 nonHoe.
OavH Huknta OEpopoBuY cuaen, HU K 4vyeMy He nputparmBasicb. OH 6bin
yyXa >3Ton Becénon Tonne. CerogHA OH MUCMbITan MUMONETHO C/IULLKOM
6onblLOe, He3acnyXeHHOe, YKpaAeHHOoe, KaK AyMan OH, c4yacTbe, 4TOoObl
Tenepb pafoBaTbCs KaAKOMy-TO MYyCTOMYy M MenkoMy Becenbto. lpasaa, ero
Aep30CTb HUKoraa He 6yaeT npouweHa U HaBeKu yHecsa BCAKYH Hazexay, u
Ternepb HUYTO He MoOXeT b6blTb eMy pagocTHo.. M eMy BApyr nokasanocb
HEBbIHOCMMO OCTaBaTbCAd B 3TOW PaBHOAYLWHOM, T[NyNOW W COBEPLUEHHO
Yy>XA0W eMy Tonne, MMeKLWeEN CUbl BECESIMTbCA U CMeATbCA Nocne TOro, 4Yto
CNyymnocb € HUM. OH MO4YyBCTBOBAJT HEYAEPXKMMYIO HACTY APOXb B NMpaBou
LeKe, 1, Kak MOJSIHUS, NO ero nuuy npobexana HepBHasa cygopora.

"YTO C HUM?" — MenbkHYNo y becTyxeBoMn.

- KHa3b HuknTta, — 6bICTPO CKasana oHa, NoOAHSAB TOHKOM, MasleHbKOM PYKOLO
XpyCTasibHbIM CTakaH, — nogamte MHe MEna — BOH TOr0 KpPacCHOro, 4Yto CTouT
BO3/1e Bac.

N »un3Hb BepHynacb B aAywy BonkoHckoro. OH BCTan, 3aabiXxasdCb OT HOBOro
Hax/blHYBLLEr0 Ha Hero c4yacTbs, MNOAOWEN K HEeN W ApOoXKallew PpyKom
HaKNOHMN Haj eé cTakaHOM 60/bWOoN KYBLIMH C MEAOM.

- Y70 C BaMn? — yKOPU3HEHHbIM LWENOTOM cripocuna bectyxeBa. — 2TO HU Ha
4yTO He noxoxel!

Kpyrom cTtoanun rosop W cMex. HMWKTO, KasasocCb, He 06pau.|.an Ha HUX



BHUMaHMUS.

BONKOHCKMI BEPHYNCSA Ha CBOE MeCTO COBCEM NpeobpasmnBLUMNCSH, CUSIOLLNIA.
"YTO C BaMM? DTO HW HaA 4YTO He noxoxe", — 6e30CTaHOBOYHO TBEpPAM OH
cebe, Aymas, 4YTo CXOAUT C yMa OT paAoCTun, rnsaen Tenepb Ha Bcex AobpbiMu,
SICHbIMM F1a3aMu, U NX CMEX U Becesbe, Ka3aBlmecs eMy 3a MUHYTY npea Tem
HEeHaBWUCTHbIMUK, Tenepb 6bln A9 HEro 4OpPorn, MUnbI.

AHHa MoaHHOBHa cnblwana, kak bectyxesa nogo3sana Kk cebe BonkoHCKOro
— TOro camMoro BONKOHCKOro, KOTOpbIM Tak ewé HefaBHO TaM, Yy OKHa 3aMKa,
cnewun oTtgenatbCAa OT €€ pasroBopa, — Buaena, Kak OH nojowén kK
ArpadeHe lNMeTpoBHe, U 3aMeTua NepeMeHy B HEM MNocne Toro, Kak Ta 4Tto-To
TUXO CKasana emy.

"Mwb, oaHMM CNOBOM ocyacTnmeuiaa denosekal!" - noaymMana AHHa
NoaHHOBHa, U AypHOe 4yBCTBO K BecTy>XeBon CHOBa BCMbIXHY/10 B HEWN.

- MNpuHecnTe MHe Hakuaky, A 3abbina eé B WwaTpe, — pe3Ko U rPOMKO CKa3ana
OHa no-HeMeuku, obpawasncek K ArpadeHe lNeTpoBHe.

Mpn 3TOM CMESIOM U HEOXUAAHHOM MpUKa3aHWW, KOTOpPOEe He MOrM He
CnblWaTb BCE, BCEM KaK-TO CAenasnoCb HENOBKO, W Iysl pa3roBopoB BHe3amnHo
3aTuX.

becTtyxeBa u3aMeHWnacb B nuue, — HuKorga eweé Hudero nopobHoro He
cnydanocb. Eé oTteu yanmBnéHHO NOAHAN rONOBY, TOYHO HE BEpSA CBOUM yLuaM;
HO AHHa MWoaHHOBHA, Kak 6bl paBHOAYLWHO CMOTpPS BAanb, BWUAUMO,
HaCTOM4YMBO XAana UCMOSIHEHUSI CBOEro NpuKasaHus.

Crapuk becTtyxes BcTan, 4tobbl MOMTN BMECTO AOYEPU 3@ HAKUAKOMN.

- Korga repuorvHa npukKasbiBaeT, — BAPYr ewé pe3de npousHecsa AHHa
NoaHHOBHA, — HYXHO HeMeAsIeHHO WCNONHATb €€ npukasaHue. ArpadeHa
MNMeTpoBHa, cAblWwanun?

BectyxeBa, 6negHesa v agpoxa, noaHsana ronosy. E& oTewl B yxace cxan cebe
BUCKM pyKaMum U 3akpbin rnasa. OcTanbHble MOTYNWAUCL, OXWaasi, 4To
NpoM3oNAET cenyac Heyaepxmmas Bcnbiwka ArpadeHbl NeTpoBHbI. HO OHa,
caenas Haa cobowm ycunme n 4yTb CAblIWHO npowenTas: "A-a, ecnn Tak.." -
MeAJ/IeHHO BCTajsla CO CBOEero MecTta, BOWJa B LWATEP M BepHynacb OoTTyAda C

HaKUAKON.



MNpexHee Becenbe Kak pykon cHano. Cunaenun Heponro M Monya; repuormHs
Besiena nogasaTb nowagen. "OxoTta" KoHYMNace.

V BECTY>XEBA

ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa BepHynacb B MuTaBy BMecTe C OTUOM U AOMa C Hel
caenasncs HepBHbIM NpuNagok.

MNétp Muxannosuu cepb€3Ho 3abecnokouncs o 3a0poBbe godepu. OaHaKo
OHa gaxke 6e3 NoMoLM AOKTOpa cama ornpasBuiiacb, HO NMPEXHAS BECENOCTb He
BepHynacb K Heil. OHa xoaumna C CepbEé3HbiM, COCPEeAOTOYEHHbIM SINLOM, Ha
KOTOPOM TaK WM 3acTbl/I0 NOSBMBLUEECS Bblpa)keHne 3aTaéHHon obuabl, Koraa
OHa BCTajsla Ha OXOTe 3a HaKWAKOM repuornHu co cnosamu: "A-a! ecnu Tak..."
BecTtyxxeB BHMMaTesibHO cnegusn 3a Hew U, 3Haa eé€ xapaktep, 6bln o4veHb
BCTPEBOXEH €é AylweBHbIM cocTosHMeM. OcTaBanocb He 6onbwe Heaenu Ao
29-ro WWHA - OHS WUMEHWH He TOoNbkKo camoro [leTpa Mwuxamnosuuya, HO
rnaBHoe — rocyaaps. 3ToT AeHb 06bIKHOBEHHO npasgHoBancs y becTtyxesa C
nogobatowen pockowbto. Mo cBoeMy MosoxeHUto B Mutase, OH A0MXKEH 6bin
Aenatb Npuémbl B BbICOKOTOPXECTBEHHbIX C/lydasiX, @ WMMEHWHbl rocyaaps
6binn, 6€3ycnoBHO, OAHMM M3 TaKMx Cny4vaesB. B 3TOM roay, Kak n npexae, OH
xoTen ycrpoutb y cebsa 6an, Ho 6osancsa, Kak 6bl He340pOBbe A04YEPU HE
noMmewano 3ToMy. lpurnacute Ha 6an repuyoruvHi 6bi10 Heob6Xx0AMMO, HO
nocne ockopbneHns Ha oxoTte ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa, BEpOATHO, NocTtapaeTcs
ns3bexaTb BCAKOW BCTPEYM C HEW M paau 3TOro, MoxeTt 6biTb, HApPO4YHO
ckaxeTtcss 6onbHOW. becTyxeB nonoxutenbHo Tepsnca. Caenatb 6an 6e3
X038MKK, Tak, 4Tobbl ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa He BbIXoAWNa K FOCTSIM, — eMy
Ka3anocCb HEesI0OBKO; a rMlaBHOE — OH 3Has, 4To Torga Bcem b6yaet CKy4yHO, O
roctax npumaértcs 3aboTuUTbCs eMy CaMOMy, U OH He byaeT uMeTb BpeMeHUu A4
KO€-KaKnx pa3roBOpPOB C HYXHbIMU, BaXHbiIMM B MuTaBe N0AbMU, KOTOPbie
cbeayTcsa K Hemy. Ecnm xe BoBce He caenatb 6ana - BbiMAyT 6onblune
HENpUATHOCTM, MOTOMY 4TO 06 3TOM, HaBepHoe, AoHecyT B [leTepbypr, u
rocyaapb MOXET OCTaTbCA HEe4OBOJIEH.

MNétp Mnxannosumy peLnics noroBopuTb C A0YEPLIO.

OH NpuWwén K Hen, B eé ManeHbKYyl FOCTUHYI U 3actan ArpadeHy lNeTpoBHy

C MOKPbITOK TENJ1bIM MJIATKOM ros1I0BOIO.



— Y MeHs cTpalwHo rosioBa 601u1T, — Hayana oHa, — NPOCTO MecCcTa He Hangy...
- 4 xe npeanaran Tebe nocnatb 3a AOKTOPOM, - cKasan becTyxes,
ONyCKasiCb Ha Kpecno. — A MHe O4YeHb HyXHOo, 4yTobbl Tbl 3a0poBa bblia, -
6bicTpO pobaBun OH, 3aMeTUB HeTepnenuMeoe ABMXEHWE [Oo4Yepu Mnpwu
ynoMnHaHum o goktope. OHa BONPOCUTENBbHO B3rAsiHy1a Ha oTua.

- lMeTpoB AeHb 6/IM3KO, — MOSAACHWMA OH, — Haw exerogHbin 6an He MoXeT
cocTosaTbCsa 6e3 Tebs; HyHO, 4TOobbl Thbl 6bla 340poBa...

- A wu 6yay 3pmopoBal - HeCKONbKO yAMBNEHHO oTBeTMNna ArpadeHa
MeTpoBHa, — 6yabTe NMOKOMHbI; HANPOTMB, MHE HYXHO Tenepb Kakoe-Hubyab
pasBriedyeHue...

- Hy, BOT n npekpacHo! — 4 yBepeH, 4To Tbl byJelwb BeCenuUTbCs... FOCTEN
6yaet MHoro. CaMo coboto pa3yMeeTcsl, HY>KHO NpUrnacuTb B C € X.

BecTty)xeB Hapo4HO noadepkHyn cnoeo "Bcex". ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa Kak
6yATO He noHsana.

- Hy, KOHeuHO! — noaTBepanna oHa.

- ObeppaTtoB ¢ xxéHamu, 6apoHCKmne ceMbn, BypromMmcrTpa, Hawmx opuuepos,
repuoruHio, — nepeyncnan becryxes, BHUMATENbHO KOCSACb Ha A0Yb.

OHa c ynbibkon KMBana rosoBoOK B NOATBEPXAEHWE ero CNoB.

Y NeTpa Muxannosnya oTnerno ot cepaua.

- 3HauuT, Tebe He MNpeTUT CHOBa BCTPETUTLCA C AHHOM MOaAHHOBHOW? -
He0BepYMBO CMPOCU/ OH, HE CKpbiBas, 04HAKO, CBOEro yA0BOIbCTBUS.

- PasymeeTtcd, He npetut! YTO X 4 MOry nNpotmB re p 4L Oor v H mn? -
noa4yepkHyna B CBOK oyepeab bectyxeBa. — HaM, KOHEYHO, HE NMPUXOANTCA C
HEeK CCOpUTbCS, pa3 Mbl TYT Ha XOJIONCKOM MONIOXEHUMN.

- [NepecTtaHb, ArpadeHa! — octaHOBUN €é oTel.

- [a Beab A cornacHa Ha BCE, 4yero e Bbl XoTuTe 6onblie?.. YcTpamBaunTte
6an, 9 pa3BneKkycb, MHe BCE paBHO — NyCTb TyT Bce 6yayT, 9 cornacHa...

- Hy, xopowo, xopowo! A Kakoe e nnaTtbe Tbl HageHewb Ha 6an? Cwen
HoBoe... Ecnu HyXHO pAeHer — BO3bMM, CKOJSIbKO XO4yelwb, — Mpeanoxun
BecTyxeB, xenas 6anoBCTBOM BO3HarpaaMTb A04Yb 3@ €€ MOKOPHOCTb.

- 4 y>xe nogymana o6 aTtoMm, — ynblbHyacb oHa. — Y MeHs eCTb BCE, niaTbe S

YCTpPOIO cebe; a BOT ecnm xXoTuTe caenatb MHe YAOBOJIbCTBUE...



- Focnoaun! [a BCE, 4TO XO4yellb... CMIPOCU TObKO!

- [anTe MHe pAeHer Ha MaTepuio ANna 3Ton Mebenu: eé HyYXHO O6TAHYTb
3aHOBO, NOCMOTPUTE, Kak oHa obTpenanaco.

BecTtyxeB ornsaen KkomHaty. Mebenb AEeNCTBUTENBbHO MoKa3anacb €My OY€Hb
NOTEPTOKD, M OH YAUBUIICS, KaK He 3aMeyan 3TOro paHbLle.

- Hy, 4To X, 9 cerogHs Beni ynpasnswowemy, 4tobbl OH npuUwén K Tebe 3a
npukasaHuvem, - ckasan [Métp Mwuxannosuuy, BCTaBasi, W, MPOCTUBLINCL C
Ao4epblo, TOTYac OTNPaBUACS B 3aMOK NMpuriawaTtb repuoruHio Ha 6an.

Eansa ycnen ynutu MNétp Mnxamnosmy m3 roCTUHOW Ao4Yepu, Kak OHa nossana K
cebe MONOAEHbKYKD HEMKY, TOpHU4YHYO Po3y, koTopas 6bina Bceraa
[OBEPEHHbIM €€ NNLOM U UCMNONHUTENBHULEIO BCEX MPUKA3aHUMN.

- Y Hac 6yaet ckopo 6an, Po3a, — ckazana bectyxeBa.

- ODTO o0O4yeHb Beceno.. W rocrnoxa O6yaer BecenuTbCs, — OTBETUNA Ta,
npuceaas.

- Bbl MHe HYyXHbl 6yaete ansa ogHoro aena, Posa.

- §1 BCerpa K ycayram Moen roCcrnoxu.

- BOT uTO: MHe Heo6x0AMMO 3HaTb, B KaKOM nnaTbe 6yaeT repuoruHs y Hac
Ha 6any, v Bbl 3TO MOXeTe y3HaTb MHe, 9 AyMato?

- DTO — He MyApéHoe feno, — paccMesanacb Po3a, — 3TO O4YeHb JIerko y3HaTb;
Yy Hac ecTtb 6nu3KkuMe npusTenbHUUbl B LWITATe repuornHu... Focrnoxa MoxeT
ObITb MOKOWMHaA.

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa AeNCTBUTENBbHO Oblsla NOKOWHA; OHa 3Hana, 4To Ha Po3y
MO>HO BMOJIHE MOJSIOXUTbLCS.

OTnyCcTUB rOpHUYHYIO, OHa 3agyManacb. HegaBHMe CcobblTUA BCMOMHUIUCE €N
BO BCex CBOMX noapobHocTax. W CTpaHHO, nepBoe MeCTOo B 3TUX
noapobHOCTAX 3aHUMANo He YHUXeHWe, nepeHecéHHOe e, He MnoaaBsieHHoe
YyBCTBO CTblAa W ropeyn, KOTopoe, BNpoyeM, Aaneko ewé He M3rnagumioch,
A3 W He MOrio U3rnaauTbCs; HEeT, Ha nepBoM MecTe 6bi10 BOCMOMMHAHME O
BonkoHckoM. Ero B3BOJIHOBaAHHOE /MU0, CHadasa Hec4yacTHOe, rOoTOM
cusiollee, Kak XXnBoe, CTOSN0 npea Heto.

"YT10 3a rnynoctu! — noMopuimnacb oHa. — 3a4eM s aymaro o6 atom?"

M oHa nocTapanacb 3aHATbCA NOAPO6HbLIM 06CYXAEHMEM CBOero 6yayuiero



6anbHOro Hapsiaa, HO BAPYr nomMMmana cebs Ha MbICAM O TOM, MOHPaABUTCA N
€€ nnaTbe KHA310 HUKUTE, U onATb 3a4yMasnacb O HEM.

A BONKOHCKMW B 3TO BpeMs xoaun 60nbwMMM Wwaramm nNo KabuHeTy
YepeM3unHa, KpyTO NOBOpavnBascb No yrnam Ha kabnykax. YepemsuH cunpgen y
ctona u ynblbancs XuTpor, ApYXKeCKM-HacMewnmeorw Yynbibkot. CerogHs
YTPOM, BEPHYBLUUCb M3 ropoga, OH ckasan Hukute OEQOpOBMYY, UTO Tenepb
TONbKO M pa3roBopoB, 4YTO O HedaBHen "oxoTe" n, Mexay MNpoyYnM, O HEM,
BonkKoHCKOM.

— S-TO TYT Npn UEM? — CNPOCUIT OH.

- Bean cebsa, wMon apyr, Bnpeab WHade, YyMen caepxuBatbcal -
HacTaBuTeNnbHO MNOACHWA YepeM3uH. - Tbl AyMaewb, S He Buaen BYepa
NCTOpUN C KYBLUMHOM MEna?

- Kakon nctopmun € KyBLUMHOM? — CNpOCWUA yNaBLWMM FosiocOM BonkKOHCKUK,
OT/INYHO NMOHMMAs, NMPO YTO rOBOPUT eMY.

- Tbl 3Haewb! - oTBeTMN YepeM3uH. - Heyxenu Tbl AyMaellb, HUKTO He
3aMeTus, YTo Tbl coBceM BNO6NEH B BecTyxeBy?

OTn cnosa: "BnwbnéH B becTtyxeBy", A0 TOro nokasanucb BOSKOHCKOMY
HU3MEHHbIMW U MOWJ/bIMA B CPaBHEHMM C TeM UYyBCTBOM, KOTOpPOE OH
WUCMbITbIBaN Tenepb, YTO KPOBb C CWOK Npwuauna emy B ronosy, u 3106a
caoasuia ropno.

- B3pop, HenpaBaa! - KpWKHyn OH. — HWUKTO He cMmeeT rosoputb Tak! [lo
KakoMy npasy?

YepeM3nH noxan niedamu.

BO/IKOHCKMIM HECKOIbKO pa3 HepPBHO MPOLUENCS.

- S nosTopsto Tebe, YTO 3TO - B34OpP, — 3aroBopun OH 6osee CNOKOWHbIM
ros1I0COM, — 3TOr0 HE MOXET ObITb.

— OT4ero xe He MoXxeT bbITb? HanpoTus, 3TO BMOJIHE MPOCTO U €CTECTBEHHO.
Mbl BCe, KaXkeTcsi BNO6AEHbl TYT B HEE, TONbKO Tbl, AO/IKHO 6bITb, CepbE3Hee
Apyrunx... noToMy 4yTo ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa...

- Hy?.. - nepebun BonkoHCKMM.

- KaxeTtcs, cama kK Tebe oueHb... pacnosioxeHa, — nNporosopun YepemsuH,

Kak 6bl NoAbICKMBasa noaxoasiLee BbIpa>XeHUNe.



- Kak? W 3710 roBopsAT? — BOCK/AMKHYN Hukuta ®E€nopoBudy, 4yyBcTBys, 6yaTo
NoJs1 HAYMHAET KONbIXaTbCHA NO4 €ro HoraMm, n BCA KOMHaTa BEPTUTCH.

- [1a Beab OHa HM K KOMY M3 HAc TakK He OTHOCMUTCS...

- B3gop, B34op! — KpUKHYyN onsTb BOAKOHCKMK. — Hu4Yero 3Toro HeT... 3TO
HEBO3MOXHO.

- Hy, co3Hancs, ronybumk: Tbl HEe BNHOOGNEH?

- Her.

- M He 3aMeTun, 4To OHa MMeHHO Tebsa no3eana BYepa HanuUTb en Méay?

- HeTt, He 3ameTunn.

- W BnonHe K HeN paBHoAyLIEH?

Jdanbwe BONKOHCKUW NraTb HE MOT.

- [la 4T0 X 3T0? ZloNpoC, 4TO IN? — CAPOCUA OH... — Tebe Kakoe aeno?

- A, BUAMWb NN, 9 AomkeH coobwmtb Tebe oQHO M3BEeCTME, KOTopoe Tebe
MOXeT 6bITb HENPUSATHO, €CNN HalLM NpeanonoXeHs cnpaBeanBbl.

- Kakoe nssectue? - ucnyrasncsa Huknta ®énoposny.

- [la Beab Tbl rOBOPMLWbL, YTO 3TO — HEnpasAa, 3HAYUT NyraTbCA HeYyero.

- Kakoe xe u3sectue? loBopun, He TaHU, paau bora!

- N3 lMeTepbypra npuwén ykas...

- 060 MHe? - cnpocun BonkoHckun, nobneaHes.

- [a. Benat tebe exatb pganbuwe. OTcioaa, AOIKHO ObiTb, AOHECN, YTO Thl
34€eCb 3aroCTU/ICs BOMNPEKU LapCKOMY MpUKasaHuio.

- [ocnogn! - MOr TONbLKO BbIFOBOPUTL HUkuUTa PEAOPOBMY M 3aKpbUl IMLO
pyKamu.

- [a 4ero xe Tbl? Beab pnaxe 3a TBOE ocnywaHue Ha Tebsa He cepasaTcs...
noesan! — ycnokonTenbHbIM TOHOM MPOrosopua YepeMsuH.

KHA3b HMKMTa TONIbKO pYyKOK MaxHyl.

- Hy, kak e Tbl He BNWH6NEH? Hy, Kak xe? - cMesdACb, Hayan onsTb
Yepem3unH. — [a ycnokouncs! A nuwb nonmaTtb Tebs XOTen; HUKAKOro ykasa
HeT... BCé 3TO s paccKasan TakK TOJIbKO, 4TOobbl Tbl Monancs.

Huknta ®ERopoBMY OTHSAN PYKU OT nuua. Ero mcnyr v yxac 6biam Tak
CWUNbHbI, YTO OH roToB 6bIN1 faxe NPOCTUTb Tenepb YepeM3nHa 3a To, YTO TOT

cosiran eMy, nnilb 6bl €ro n3BecTne okKasanocb HenpaBﬂ,OVI.



- [a Tbl Tenepb Bpélb UK npexae CoBpan? — CNpoCus OH, eaBa NMPUXoas B
cebs.

- Mpexae, npexae coBpan; NpaBO, HMKAKOro ykasa HeT. Hanpotus, Mory
coobwmntb Tebe paxe NpUATHYIHO HOBOCTb: Yy BXOA4a B 3aMOK S BCTpeTun
BecTyxeBa; OH npuesxan cwoga npurnawartb repuoruHi K cebe Ha 6an
ABajuaTb AEBATOro M no3sas Toxe MeHs ¢ Toboto. XKenato, ronybuunk, ycnexa;
COBETYI TaHueBaTb NonbCkuii ¢ ArpadeHoin MNeTpoBHON, n 6yab yBepeH, 4To
s nonycty 6onTaTb HUYEro He CTaHy, - 3aka4yun YepemsnH, noaxoas K

BOTIKOHCKOMY U ApYXXECKU KNaasi eMy pyKW Ha Miedu.

VI BAJ
B neHb 6ana B nome becTyxeBa paboTa kunena c ytpa. B cagy Hactunanu
non Ana TaHueB, CTPOMAM MNOMOCT AN  My3blKaHTOB W  rOTOBUAMU
WANMUHaUM. B 3anax pacCcTaBns/nUCb CTOMbl ANS  YroweHun, cpeau
KOTOPbIX A0/MKHA 6blfa NosaBUTLCA MOAHAs HOBMHKA — NIMMOHaA. B ManeHbkomn
roctTuHon y becTyxeBon cTy4danm MOMOTKaMM WM nons3anu Hemubl-pabouune,
CneLwnBLLINE K CPOKY OKONOTUTb Mebesib HOBOK MaTepuen.
- N 3auyem TbI 3TO 3aTesana? - cepawnca METp Muxannosuud, npuxoas K
Joyepu. — He nocnerT OHMWU.
- [MocnetT, - ycnokauBana ArpadeHa [letpoBHa. OHa cuagena nepes
3epkanoMm, B 6enoM nyaepmaHTene, TepnenvBo OTAAB CBOK rOJIOBY B
pacriopsixxeHne Po3bl, KOToOpas npuyéceiBana eé Cc NoMoLWb CNYXaHOK.
- A Tbl He owwubnacb, Po3a? Y repuormMHn 6yaeTr nnaTtbe MMEHHO Takoe,
XEntoe?
- S npuHecna Moen rocrnoxe paaxe obpasumk. locnoxa MoxeT 6bITb
CMOKOMHa.
Jlnuo ArpadeHbl MeTpoBHbI 6bI10 BECENO U NO-NpexHeMy OXUBWUIOCb. OHa,
Ka3anocb, Tak 6blna B AyxXe CerogHs, 4YTo Aaxe He cepanmnacb Ha 06blYHYHO
MeasINTeNIbHOCTb Po3bl, C KOTOpPOK Ta YyCTpauBana CJHOXHYK TMPUYECKY.
MNpaBaa, Ha 3TOT pa3 npuyécka en ocobeHHO yaaBanacb M WnAa nAudy
ArpadeHsb! MNeTpoBHbI.

Poza, Kak Xy4OXHMUK, J'IIO6YFICb CBOMUM rnipounsseageHneMm, He Toponunnachb.



HakoHel, OHa Bnaena noeBepx BbICOKO B36UTbIX BonoC ArpadeHbl MNeTpoBHbI
HECKO/IbKO KPYMHbIX 3épeH XeMmuyra, n npnyécka boina rotosa.

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa BCTana. benasa kKopoTkasa bkKa BbICOKO OTKpbiBana eé
ManeHbkne HOXKK, 0byTble yxxe no-6anbHOMYy — B CBET/I0-ronybble aTtnacHble
Tydenbkn u Takue Xe WENKOBble 4YJSIKW, MPUCIAHHbIE €A HefaBHO U3
FaHHOBepa 6paToOM; OH e npucian en ceeTno-ronybyro Mateputo, NErky u
MAFKYyt0, W3 KOTOpoW 6bl10 CcwMTO cerogHa €€ niatbe C  AJIMHHbBIM
KOPO/EBCKUM LWNendoM.

MéTp MUxannoBuY yxxe HEeCKONIbKO pa3 noaxoaun K asepsm ybopHon goudepu
M TOoponun eé.

- BCé yXxe rotoBo, — roBOpua OH, — cernyac roctu Ha4yHyT Cbe3XaTbCs, nopa.

ArpadeHa leTpoBHa TeM He MeHee He cnewwuna. lNnaTtbe yxe 6bl10 HageTo
Ha Hewn. [1Be ropHW4YHbIE BO3WJUCb CO LHYPOBKOW. Po3a ocMmaTpusBana u
nonpasnsna CKnagku.

- HacTtoswas KHAarmHa! — nporosopuia oHa, C/I0XMB PYKU M CMOTPS Ha CBOHO
rOCrnoxy.

- YT10? - nepecnpocuna ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa.

- Eine Furstin, eine Furstin! [6] - nosTopuna Po3a. - MHaye n 6bITb He
MOXeT.

ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa npuwypunacb, U CaMoAoBOSIbHAA Y/blbKa CKOMb3HYA
no eé ToHkmMM rybam. OHa 6blia A0BOAbHA WM HapsaoMm, u cobow, u
CerogHAWHNM OHEM.

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa npolna 4Yepe3 MaseHbKYyl FOCTUHYIO, KOTOpas Tenepb
6blna yxe 3aHoBO obuTa, M HanpaBwunacb B 3an, rae HadMHanu cobupaTtbcs
roctn. OHa ornagena nx u npexae BCero 3aMeTuna, 4Yto BonKOHCKMM elwé He
npuesxarn.

"3aueM s onATb BCMOMHWIA MMEHHO O HEM? — noayMana OHa, CTapasiCb
OTOrHaTb OT cebs 3Ty MbICNb. — A BCE-TakKM ero HeT, — CHOBa HACTOMYMBO
NpuLwao en B ronosy. — MNyctaku!" — pewnna oHa.

BONKOHCKMIN HECKONbKO oOna3sabiBan M3-3a YepeMsnHa, C KOTOPbIM AOJIKEH
6bln1 exaTb BMecCcTe M3 3aMKa M KOTOpblM oAeBancs cavwkom pgonro. OH

NMpUYécbiBancs, AyWWUNCd, Masas rosioBy Kakok-TO 0COBEHHOM 3CCeHuUMen u



A0 TOro Hagoen KHA30 HukuTe, 4To TOT MPUrpo3us, 4YTo yeaeT OAMH; NULlb
Toraa, HakoHew, YepeM3nH OoTopBassica OT 3epKana.

ban He HauuMHanu po npuesga repuoruHun. ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa C gamMamu
cuaena B ManeHbKoOMW roCTUHOW. My>XXUYMHbBI XOAMNU MO OCTasIbHbIM KOMHaTaM B
oXnagaHmm AHHbl MOQHHOBHHI.

HakoHel cyeTnuBbI ABOpPELKUA, NOBKO npobupasicb Mexay roctsMmu,
oTbickan lNeTpa Muxannoeu4ya v npeaynpeann ero, 4YTo Ha yriay rnokasancs
3KMNax repuornHn. becty>kes NowWwén BCTpevaTb €€ Ha KpblibLo.

Yepe3 HecKosnbko MUHYT AHHA MoaHHOBHA B SAPKO-XENITOM MbIWHOM MNnaTbe,
HapoO4YHO CLWMUTbIM ANS HbIHEWHero AHS W CTOMBLUEM AONrMX pacyéTtoB U
BblraZblBaHUN, N06Ee3HO OoTBeYas Ha HU3KME MOKJIOHbI PacCTYNUBLLUNXCA Npes
Hel rocTen, npowJsa 4epe3 3an B rOCTUHYK, rae xapana eé ArpadeHa
NeTpoBHa, KoTOpas, OTrOBOPMBLUUCL 60NE3HbIO, HEe roxenana BCTPeTUTb
repuoruHio y ABepu.

BecTyxeBa cTosina nocpeam CBOEN ManeHbKOW rOCTUHOM npsaMas u ropaas, c
TOPXEeCTBEHHOW ynblbKOW Ha rybax.

"Boxe MoK, kak xopowa!" - nogyman npo Heé BONKOHCKWM, noaonas K
ABepsM BCnesa 3a repuormHen.

AHHa WMoaHHOBHaA BoOWJ/a B FOCTUHYI TBEPAOK, peLIUTENbHOK MNOXOAKON,
YyTb NOTPAXMBAs rosI0BOIO, C BblpaxeHueMm: "4 3Hato cama, YTo MHe aenatb'.
ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa M apyrne Aambl HU3KO MOKAOHWUANCL en. OHa oTBeTUNa
KMBKOM T[0J/I0OBbl, OCMOTpenacb KpPyroM, W KaKOW-TO BHeE3anHbin UCNyr
Bblpa3uscsa Ha eé nuue. CHayana oHa BAPYr NoKpacHena, notom nobneaHena,
KakK MNOMI0THO, U rybbl eé aporHynn. A becTyxXeBa HeXHbIM, BKpaA4uMBbIM
roJI0COM roBopusa el B 3TO BpeMs:

- MunocTn NpocmM, Balla CBET/IOCTb, HE YroAHO 1M CeCTb, BOT Kpecso, Bam
3aecb bynet yoobHee.

Po3za onpasaana pnosepue rocnoxu. Obpasumk, KOTOpbIA OHa AocTtana, 6bin
OENCTBUTENIbHO OT NNaTbs repuormHn — n Mebenb roCTUHOM OKa3anacb 06mMTOMN
TOYb-B-TOYb OT OAHOIM0 KyCKa, TOK >Xe CaMOK SPKO-XENTOK MaTepuen, u3
KOTOpoMn 6bIN0 CclnTO eé nnaTbe.

Heynepxumasa HacMellka uBesia Kpyrom, Ha numuax scex gam. CronnmeLumnecs



y ABEpEeN MYXUYMHbl TOXE efBa CAEPXMBANN CMeX, NOTOBbIN BbIpBATLCHA Y HUX,
a B 3a4HUX psAax CMeLMBbIA TONCTEHbKMA 6apoH BOBCE HE MOr yAepXaTbCs
n dblpkHYN. becTtyxeB ctoan 6neaHbld, He 3Has, 4YTo eMy oTBedvyaTb. OgHa
Tonbko ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa Kak 6yATO HM4Yero He 3amMevyana M HaMBHO-
y4yacT/IMBO CMOTpesia Ha repuorumHio, CTPalWHO M3MEHUBLUYIOCS B /MUe W
roTOBYO ynacTb.

- Bogbl!.. Bogbl!.. — nocnbiwancsa WEnNoT Kpyrom. — NepuorvHe AypHO... BOAbI,
ckopee!

MpuHecnn Bopy, xotenn ycagutb AHHY WNOaHHOBHY, HO OHa, HECMOTPHA Ha
CBOK [AYPHOTY, CBEpPXbEeCTEeCTBEHHbIM YCWIMEM [ep)XanaCb Ha Horax, He
Xenas cecTb B "ropeBllee, Kak €€ nnatbe, C/A0BHO 30/10T0", SIpKO-XEnToe
Kpecno roctmHon. lMoa pyku nposenu eé A0 KapeTbl, U OHa BHe cebs yexana
AoOMON, 4Tobbl HM MUHYTbl 6osblue He ocTaBaTbCs B AoMe becTyxesa.
ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa XeCTOKO OTOMCTU/Ia en.

EaBa ycnena yexaTb repuornHs, n NpoBoXaBwwuin eé becTyxeB He BEpHYyCSH
elé B 3a/, KaK rno npukKasaHuio MOSIOAON XO3SUKU FPSAHYNIN NUTaBpbl U Tpy6bl,
M roCcTu nonapHoO, B NpeaLlecTBUM My3blKaHTOB, CTasiM CNycKaTbCs B caa, rae
OO/MKHbI  6bIIM NPOMCXOAUTb TaHUbl Ha YCTNAaHHOM HApOYHO 4S9 3TOro
AepeBsiHHbIM NOJSIOM MNNOLWaAKe, YKPALWeHHOW KPYroM rmpasHaaMum, Wntamu um
dnaramu.

Boras Ha naowaaky, My>X4UuHbl U AaMbl pasgenmnmcb. Hy>HO 6b1n10 BbiGpaTh
"uapuuy 6ana".

- ArpadeHy leTpoBHy, eé, ToNbko eé! - KpukHyn Hukuta ®EpoposBuy,
3a4bIXasCb OT BOJSIHEHUSA W 6n1ecTs rnasamu, roToOBbIM, KaXeTcs, TyT Xe
YHUUTOXWUTb BCAKOro, KTO 6bl NOCMen BO3pa3nTb NMPOTUB 3TOrO.

- Hy, KOHe4YHO, — noaTBepann YepeMsunH, — KOro xe, Kak He eé?

- [a, na, eé... ArpadeHy lNeTpoBHY! — roBopunun ocrtasibHble, 1 6POH30BbIN
30/104EHDbIN Xe3N1 U nepyaTkn — 0bblYHbIE 3HAaKWU AOCTOMHCTBA "uapuubl 6ana”
— 6blNM TOPXKECTBEHHO nogHeceHbl becTyxeBown.

B camoM gene oHa, HeXxHasd, Muiasd, Co CBOMM XXEMYYroM, JiexXaBlnM B eé
BOJIOCAX B BUAe KOPOHbI, BblAensnacb U3 BCcex, TOYHO Lapuua.

OHa caenana HeCcKoNbkKo LlWaroB Bnepéa. Tenepb el cnefoBano Bbi6paTb



MapLana.
My>XUYMHbI OJIMHHOK BEpeHuuen cTasim noaxoAnTb K Hewn. lNMepBbiM NoAoWEN
KaKOW-TO HeMel, OYeHb HanbIWeHHbIN, ApeBHero poaa v onyCcTUACS Ha OAHO
KOJIEHO, CMefio NpoTArneBas pyKy K Xesny; becTyeBa MaxHyna rnep4yaTkom.
Hemeu BCcTan, obuaencs n otowén B CTOPOHY.

"Hy, koHe4yHOo!" — nogymMan BONKOHCKUNA.

OH no4yemy-To 6blN O4YeHb crnokoeH. EMy kKasanocb, U OH He COMHEeBasCs B
3TOM, 4TO Xe3n byaeT nepegaH MMeHHO eMy, BonkoHckoMy. OTKyaa siBuiachb
Takas YBepeHHOCTb, OH He MOr AaTb cebe OTYET, HO OrNAAEBLINCL, HEBOJIbHO
MOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO MHOIMMEe COrnacHbl C HMUM, N 4YTO, HABEPHOE, TOJSIbKO OH
6yanet BblbpaH MapLuanom.

3a HeMueM cnepoBan AparyHckuin oduuep, 3a oduuepoMm - OnNATb HeMmel,
NnOTOM ewé KTOo-TO, MOTOM TONCTAK-6apoH, HO becTyxeBa BCceM MM Maxana
nepyaTtkomn, U OHWN yaansaancCb B CTOPOHY C OFOPYEHHbIM NLOM.

HakoHeu, oyepeab gowna Ao Hukutel ®énopoBnya. OH He Tepsas ewé ceoew
YBEPEHHOCTU, OMYCTUACA Ha KONMEeHO, TYyT TOJIbKO 3aMe4yasi, 4YTO HOru ero
ApoxaT. U Bopyr BCAKas Hagexzaa octaBuna ero.

"HeT, Kyaa MHe... He MmeHsA!" — roBopwun OH cebe, B3rnsaabiBas Ha bectyxesy un
MUCNbITbIBas HEU3BACHUMOE HacCaXaeHue CTOATb Nped HeK Ha KoJieHax.
ArpadeHa [lMeTpoBHa nykaBo, Kak 6bl B HepewwuMOCTW, MOCMOTpena ey
npssMO B rnasa, M Ha eé nuue nosiBMnacb coBceM ocobeHHas ynbibka, B
KOTOpPOM OTpa3mniiocb BCE cyacTbe BNOH6NEHHOro B Heé BonkoHckoro. Mpasas
pyKka eé, aep>aBluas Xe3/, YyTb LWeBeNbHYNach.

"Heyxenn? - c 3amumpaHueM cepaua nogyman BoOnkKoHCkuW, HO BecTyxeBa
MaxHy/slia nepyaTtkom, M CBeT NoMepkK B rnasax Hukutbl ®épopoBuya. — U
oTKyAa s 3TO BblayMan? - paccyxpan oH: - OTkyaa? 3ayeM en MeHs... wu,
locnoan! N 3a4yeM YepemanH roBopua MHe, YTo OHa... HeT! HeT, 3TOro 6bITH
HEe MOXET; HET, Te N e p b yXe BCé KOHYeHOo!"

YepeMm3anH nogowén Kk "uapuue" cenyac xe 3a BONKOHCKMM. Hwukuta
dénopoBnY BMAEN, Kak OH OMNyCTU/CA Ha KOMeHO, kak ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa
NMpoOTSAHY/IAa eMy Xe3/, Aana nouesioBaTb CBOK PYKY M NpUIOXuna ABa nasnbua
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6b110 Ha ero rnasax.

My3blka 3aurpana noJibCKMnN.  TopxecTBywwnn YepeMmsuH, cnerka
NnoKaunBasiCb BCEM KOPMycoM W pa3BeBas MNoJsibl cBoero 6oratoro atnacHoro
kadTaHa, nosén ArpadeHy [leTpoBHY B NepBOM nape B TaKT, MNO4 MeEpHble
3BYKW NOJSIbCKOrO.

BONKOHCKMI OCTanca B 4uCNe HEMHOMMX MOMOoAbIX NoAen, KOTOPbIM He
XBaTWUNO AaM. Ho OH, pa3yMeeTcs, U He Xefan TaHueBaTb. Tenepb yXe HUYTO
He HpaBuNoCb eMy 3aecb. OH TBEPAO pewunn cenyac Xe yexaTb AOMOW, Kak
TOJIbKO KOHYMTCSA 3TOT NOAbCKWMI. Mano Toro, oH 6bln1 yBEpeH, YTO 3aBTpa Xe
yeneT Hascerga w3 Mwutasbl, byaer 3aHuMMaTbca "AenioM" M HUM 3@ 4TO He
BCTpeTuTbCa C ArpadeHon lNeTpoBHONM. yCcTb OHa Becenutca ¢ YepeM3uHbIM,
C KeM yrogHo, HO OH, KHA3b HukuTa, 3abynet eé Kak MOXHO ckopee. Kakoe,
cobcTtBeHHO, 6blno "peno", KOTOpbIM OH cobupancs 3aHAaATbCA, — OH,
pa3yMeeTcsi, He 3Hajl XOpOLWEeHbKO; HO OH Obl1 yBEepeH, 4TO TO, 4YTO OH
caenaet, 6yaeT OUeHb BaXHO M HYXHO. EMy no KpaiHen mepe Ka3anocb TakK.
ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa B 3TO BpeMs, B nape c YepeM3uHbIM, yXxe ABa pasa
npowna ™MuMO BONKOHCKOro, u Tenepb, JAenas TpeTUh Kpyr, CHOBa
npubnu3nnace Kk Hemy. OHa cMoOTpenia npsAMO Ha Hero C 3a40pHOI,
Bbi3blBaowe ynblbko. OH onycTtun rnasa, Ccrapascb B CBOK O4epenb
YNbIBHYTbCA KakK MOXHO paBHOAylWHee U He rnanetb Ha Heé. Ho becTyxeBa
ocTaBuia pyky YepemsnHa v NpoTdaHyna e€ BonkoHCKOMY. YepeM3nH, Kak HuU
B YéM He 6bIBaso, Kak 6yATO OH HMYEro He Tepss U He BbiMrpbiBas, NPUHSAN
AaMy crefylowen napbl M NOBEN e€, no-npexHeMy nokadnBasiCb U pa3BeBas
nonbl kKadtaHa. Huknta ®éqoposny nowén snepean ¢ uapuuen bana.

OH u4yBCTBOBa/l B CBOEW pyKe MaJieHbKylOo, TOHKYK pyKy ArpadeHsbl
MNeTpoBHbI, N €& NPUKOCHOBEHME 3acCTaBNsaNO0 B HEM cepaue HeyaepXumo
6uUTbCA, rpyaAb €ro HarnosHAN0 BOCTOPXEHHbLIM TPEneToM, MbIC/IN MyTasanucb U
nepexoamnu HasiBy B Kakume-To yapyrowmne, BonwebHble rpésbl.

"Na BeAb 3TO — OHa, CaMa OHa, CO MHOK psaoM... boxe, kak xopowo!..
Mpenectb Mosa", — AyMan BOAKOHCKMIW, HanpacHO CTapascb AepXaTb NpPsSMO U
POBHO CBOI HEMOC/YLUHYIO, APOXALLYIO PYKY.

- Y10 Cc BaMKn? - cnpocuna bectyxesa.



- He 3Hat, — otBeTMN1 BONKOHCKMIA, — NOYEM S 3HALO...

OH, He TepsAa TakTa, YCKOpWA LWar, HO 3aroBopwa Tuwe, Tak TUXO, 4TO
ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa Morna NuMWb A0ragbiBaTbCA O TOM, 0 YEM OH FrOBOpWJ, NO
ABMXeHuo ero ry6; v oHa goragbiBanacb U NOHMMana.

- A Bbl 3aroctunmcs B MwutaBe, - CHOBa 3aroBopwia OHa. — Beab Bbl
npoesaoM 34ecb?

- He 3Halo... NpaBo, He 3Haw... 1 3HaK NUWb OAHO, YTO HUKOrAa He yeny
oTcroAa...

OHa B3rfgHyna Ha Hero CBOMMM SACHbIMW, MUNbIMW rNas3aMu, Kak Obl
cnpawmusasi 3Tum B3rnsggom: "OTtyero?"

"OTTOro, uto 4 ntobno Teba!" — 4yyTb He BbIpBANOChb Y KHA3S9 HUKUTbLI, HO OH
caepxan cebs n, HM4Yero He OTBETUB, TOSIbKO Fy60OKO B340XHY.

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa ynblbHYACb U HUXXE ONyCTuIa rosoBy.

MNétp MwuxawnnoBuy becTyxeB, MNPOBOAWB repPLOrnMHIO, BEPHYNCS K FOCTAM
paccepXXeHHbIn. OH OTIMYHO MOHMMas, YTO ero A04Yb HAapO4YHO yCTpouna cebe
TOpPXXEeCTBO B 3aHOBO OOUTOM FOCTUHOM, N 6081Cs, Kak 6bl 3TO TOPXKECTBO He
CTOMNO0 €My MHororo, ecnu B36ewéHHasas AHHa WMoaHHOBHA HanuweT B
MNetepbypr xanoby. OH TPEBOXWUACA U CEPAUIICA, HO BOJSIEN-HEBOMEN AOJIKEH
6bl1 NpU BaXHbIX rOCTAX caepXxuBaTb cebss M He nokasbiBaTb BuMAa, 4TO
HeaoBOMIEeH YeM-HMbyab. HanpoTue, OH cTapancsa 6biTb Kak MOXHO ntobesHee
C obeppaTtamn, 3actaBnan ceba 3aHATb NPUATHBIM pa3roBopoM 6Horatbix
6apoHoB, Mano-noMany pa3oLléncs caM U, HaKOHel, BbIMWB CTakaH Kpenkoro
MEna, COBCEM pa3BecesInICS.

B caag Ha Teppacy OH Bblwesn, ynblbascb n no3abbliB Ha BpeMs HeAaBHIOK
HenpusaTHocTb. CoO CTyneHek Teppacbl 6blna BuAHa pasyKpalleHHas
naowaaka, rae npouMcxoavnum TaHubl, W Becenbe, LapuBllee TaMm, [POM
MYy3blKM M MNpuUYyanmMeasi, HO KpacuBas, ABUMXYLWASACS MecTpoTa TosnMbl
TaHUYOLWNX NPUATHO nopa3sunun ero. Bo3ayx 6bin HacbIWeH apoMaToM LBETOB,
UYUCT N CMOKOEH; AepeBbsl, TOYHO HA KapTUHE, CTOSNIN HEABUXKUMbI N TUXM.
PasrnaabiBas TaHuylowmnx, becTyxeB cenyvac xe 3amMeTun cpean HUX CBOH
A04Yb, KOoTOopas wna B nepson nape. MNpun Buae eé B HEM CHOBa MPOCHYNOCH

HefOoBO/ILCTBO €& MOCTYMNKOM C repuormHerd, HO OH MocTapasica caepxaTb



cebs.

"C keM 3TO oHa?" - noayMan OH, CTapasiCb pacCMOTpeTb, C KeM TaHuyeT
ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa, 1, HaKoHeL, Y3Han BONKOHCKOro.

Mo cusawowemMy pagoCTHOMY JfNUy KHA38 HUKUTbl M B 0COBEHHOCTM no
CMYLLEHUIO A0oYepU, KOTOPOE HEe MOrN0 CKPbITbCA OT OTLOBCKOro rnasa, lMNérp
MunxannoBu4 Aoragasncs, 4To Mexzay HMMK 4YTO-TO MPOUCXOAUT Tenepb, YTO U
KHS3b M ero Ao4Yb He COBCEeM paBHOAYLIHO XOAAT B rMape noA 3BYKW 3TOro
NonbCKoro. M Bapyr oH BCNOMHW/T HEAABHIOK OXOTY, M Ta TOXe Mnokasanacb
€My NoA03pUTENBHOIO.

"Tak BOT OHO 4TO! — pewwnn becTtyxes. — Hy, xopowwo, nocMOTpuUM..."

B HéEM 3akmnenun pocaga v rHeB nNpotue godepwu. MNMoNoxmM, OH HUKOrga He
6bl1 NpuBEpXEHLEM CTapblX MOCKOBCKMX MOPSAKOB: CbiHA BeCbMa OXOTHO
oTAan Ha BocnuTaHue B BepnuH n pagosancs, Koraa TOT, OKOHYMB TaM Kypc,
NOCTYNMA Ha MHOCTPaHHYK CNyxXby; caM OH, HaKOHel, CNYXW/ 3a rpaHuuen
W, AAaBHO CTaB eBPOMNENCKMM 4YeNnoBeKOM, Aepxan Aoyb cBO6OAHO, BOBCE He
Nno-MOCKOBCKKW. HO Tenepb, Korga Ha camoM gene, BMuaMMo, npomcxoamno 1o, o
yéM OH nponoBeaoBan TakK 4YacToO Ha cCnoBaX, B HEM HEBOJSIbHO MNOAHSANOCH
CKpbIBLWIEECs rae-To Ha AHe Aywu 4YyBCTBO C/lIeNOW OTLOBCKOM BRacTu Hapg
A04Yepbld, U OH BO3MYTWICHA €€ CaMOCTOSATENIbHOCTbIO, KOTOpPYK CaM Xxe
A0NyCTUA N KOTOPOM He cTecHAN A0 cuXx nop. OH BCMNOMHWIT CBOK XeHUTbby,
BCMNOMHMU, KaK elé CpaBHUTENbHO HeAaBHO AeBYyLIKa He CMena CMOTpeTb
[aXe Ha XeHuxa, a He TOJIbKO Ha MOCTOPOHHEro MOJI040ro 4esioBeka — wu
BAPYr €ro poaHas Ao4Yb BOT Tak CBO60OAHO pasroBapuBaeT C MNPUE3XUM
KHS3eM BONKOHCKWUM, Yy HUX, BbITb MOXET, pellaeTcs 4to-Hnbyab, a OH, oTel,
HWYEro He 3HaeT, N OH 6oNbWKMUK, TAXKENBIMU WAramMn CNycTUICa C JIeCTHULbI
W HanpaBWCAa K NAoWaake.

B 3Ty MUHYTY KakK pa3 KOHYW/ICS MONbCKUWA, N Napbl C rMy6oKNUM MOK/IOHOM
pacxoAnnnUCb B pa3Hble CTOPOHbLI.

BecTtyxeB, caBuHyB 6poBM M cepauMTo ONyCcTMB yrnbl ry6, nopossan Kk cebe
A0ub.

- OT4yero Tbl TaHuyewb C BOSIKOHCKMM? — CNpPOCW/ OH, HE CKpbiBasi CBOEro

rHEBa.



ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa yAMBNEHHO B3r/siHy/1a Ha HeEro.

- Hapo xe c keM-HMbyab TaHUeBaTb, — OTBETWUA OHA, — AN1S Toro u 6an.

- Xopouwo... Ho 6onblwe Tbl He 6yaewb TaHUeBaTb C HMUM BO BeCb Beyep.
Cnblwana?

- 51 n3bpaHa uapuuen 6ana, — Bo3pasmna c ynbibkon ArpadeHa lMNMeTposBHa, -
M 34eCb, NO 3aKOHY U obblyalo, BCE B MOeW BNacTu: s MOry agenaTtb BCE, 4TO
X04y, U TaHUueBaTb C KEM YrogHo.

OHa 6bina npaBa — 0bblvan 6bln AENCTBUTENBHO TAaKOB.

Métp MmxamnoBmy HMYEro He MOr CKasaTb en; ero poauTenbckas BNacTb
34eCb He umerna cunbl.

- YépT BO3bMK BawmM obblvam 1 3TK TaHubl! — npoueann oH CKBO3b 3ybbl M Ha
BECb Beyep OCTaiCA yXe MON4YanuBbli M HENpUBETAMBbLIA, C HeTeprneHnem
0Xunaas, Koraa HakoHew, pasbenyTcsi FroCTU.

YepeM3unH, KakK Maplian, pacnopsiKaBLIMNCA TaHUaMU, Benesa urpatb MeHyaT
U CcTan ycTpamBaTb napbl. ArpadeHa leTpoBHa TaHueBasa MeHy3T OnsATb C

BONKOHCKUM.

VII OTEL
NMpoBoaMB nocnegHero rocts, becTyxeB, HeCMOTpA Ha NO34HUMA 4ac,
Hanpasuncsa npsmo B ybopHyt poudepu. ArpadeHa lleTpoBHa, YTOMNEHHAs
BecCefbeM 3TOro AHSA, cuaena y 3epkana B 60/blLOM MSArKOM Kpecne, Means
rno3BaTb CBOMX C/lyXaHOK. OHa Xenana oCTaTbCsd HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ternepb
oAHa, cama c coboro, nocne Bcero 3Toro 6anbHOro wyMa, NecTtpoTbl, CYEeTHU U
bnecka. OHa OTKWHY/MaCb Ha CMWHKY Kpecra W cuaena TakK, He MeHsas
NONOXEHUS U HAacNaxaasiCb TULLNHOM N MOKOEM.
OTey BowEénN 6bLICTPO, HE NOCTy4YaB NpeaBapuTeNbHO B ABepb, M 60AbLIMMMU
waramm npubnmsnnca K Kkpecny.
ArpadeHa lMNeTpoBHa B34pOrHyna.
- [locnoamn, Kak Bbl MeHA ucnyranm! — nporosopuia oHa.
- Cnacubo, ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa, 3eno Tebe cnacmbo! — Hayan TOT cepaAnTbIM
ronocoM. — CKaxu, NOXanymcra, Yto BCE 3TO 3HAUUT?

becTtyxeBa He 6bina yanBiaeHa HU BOMPOCOM, HU Boobue HEYAOBOJ/IbCTBUEM



otua. OHa 3Hana 3apaHee, 4YTO Aeno He obonaérca 6e3 cepbEé3HOro
06bsACHEHNS, HO He oXupana TOro TOHa, KOTOpbIM rosopun Tenepb [METP
Munxannosud. OH HMKoOraa He obpawancs Tak c Helw.

- MpocTtute, HaTOWKaA, HO CerogHs s NpoCTO He MOry roBopuTb: A ycTana,
He340pOBUTCHA MHe, 3aBTpa...

- Ecnu g roBopto, Tak He 3aBTpa, a ceroaHa! — pe3ko nepebun becTtyxes. -
[Ja wv3Bonb BCTaTb, KOrga roBopuwb C OTUOM! - BAPYr KPUKHY/ OH U
OTBEPHYJICH.

ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa UCMyraHHO NOAHSA CBOU NpeKpacHble, Bblpa3nTesibHble
rnasa Ha oTua, HeaoyMeBas, YTo caeslasniocb C HUM, U TUXO BCTasa C Kpecna,
ONYCTUB rO/I0BY U MOKOPHO CNIOXWB PYKW, roToBas cnywaTtb U MOAYNHATLCSA
emy.

OTa eé NOKOPHOCTb, — HanyckHasi MOKOPHOCTb, Kak Boobpaxan bectyxes, —
Tonbko 6onblwe B36ecuna ero. OH xoTen, 4yTobbl OHA Nydwe paccepaunacs,
BCNblIWAA, pacnjakanacb, HAKOHEL, XOTs OH TepneTb He MOr CNé3, TObKO 6bl
OHa fana eMy nosoj BblUINTb, B NOTOKE YKOPU3HEHHbIX CNOB, HAKUMNEBLUYIO B
ero rpyan 3n06y. Ho oHa crosina npeg HWM, TUXass U MuUNass, B CBOEM
BEJINKONENHOM Hapsae, KOTOPbIM YAUBUTENbHO LWEN K HEN.

- M3BoNnbTe X OoTBe4vaTb, CyaapblHA! — nporoBopwuna, easa caepxmeasaco, MNeTp
Munxannosmu.

- [Na B 4YéM Xe 4 BMHOBATa? - MpousHecna, BNOJHe oBnageB coboto,
ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa.

- Mebenb... Mebenb — 3710 pa3! - cHoBa 3akpuyan becTyxes, pa3gpa)xascb
yXXe pe3KuMM 3BYKOM CO6CTBEHHOro rosioca M B OCOBEHHOCTU TeM, 4YTO He
MOXET CAepXaTb NHeB.

- OTOo - He 6onee Kak C/y4YamHOCTb; MOYEM Xe S MOorfaa 3HaTb, YTO 3TO TakK
BblNaeT?

— 3Hato, BCE 3TO A 3HAK TOXE, YTO HEe C/IyYaMHOCTb... MEHS-TO, MaTyLUKa, He
nposeaéwsb!.. Tbl BOT TYT AyMaewb O CBOEM camMonibum, a MHE NpuxoauTcs
pacniaymeaTtbCs 3a 3TO, — ropsuunnca MNMétp Mmnxamnosumy. — YTo Tbl AyMaellb,
O H a, — OH MPOM3HEC 3TO CNOBO TaK, 4YTO 6bINO SACHO, YTO OH pasyMeeT

repuornHio, — He HanuweT Tenepb 060 BcéM B [leTepbypr, He CcTaHeT



»XanoeaTtbca?.. JIérkas wTyka — Hedero ckasaTtb! M nonoMHM MOE& CnoBo,
napom Tebe 3Ta Mebenb He Nponaét.. BoT yBuauwb, Koraa-HmMbyab Aa
BCMNOMHUTCS... OTOMCTUT OHa Tebe!.. Hy, a 3aTeM BONKOHCKUM...

- Y10 X BonkoHCckuin? — cnpocuna sapyr ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa.

BecTy>xeB 0CTaHOBWCA, NOAbLICKMBAs BblpaXXeHWe, KOTOpOe COOTBETCTBOBAJIO
6bl TOMY, UTO OH XOTesN CKa3aTb.

- Y10 y TEbBA C HUM, a?

OHa He oTBeETUNA.

- Y10 y Tebs 6b1s10 € HUM? — nosTOopuN MNMETP Mmnxanmnosuu.

- PewnTenbHO HMYero... YTo X, 9 TONbKO TaHUeBana... 1 Morna caenatb 3TO.
TyT He 6bIJ1I0 HUYero AypHoOro...

BecTyxeB 3akycun ryby...

- AX, 3Hato 9 o710 BCE! — noBTOpwa OH:-[la BeAb Tbl XXe MoHMMaellb... Belb
BUAWLWb, 4YTO OH 6e3 yma oT Tebs...

- Ecnu Bbl BCé BMAUTE, TaK AO/KHbI M 06 3TOM 3HATb, — BO3pa3wnnia OHa,
NPUCTanbHO B3rNs4blBas Ha oTua, 0XXnaas, Yto OH OTBETUT.

- Ta-ak! — NnpoTaHyn OH. — A ecsin, No-MoeMy, 1 cama Thl...

- YT0 9 cama?.. Hy, 3To — HenpaBAa, Henpasga, HU4Yero 9 cama... Angd MeHs
BONKOHCKMI pelwunTenbHO KakK BCe Apyrnme, - BOJIHOBanacb ArpadeHa
NeTpoBHa, a B ronoBe y Heé MesbkKano B 3TO BpeMmsa: "locnoau! Heyxenwu

3aMEeTHO?.. HeyXenn A B caMmMoM Jene?.. aa Het, HeTt!l.." — 2Toro He MoxeT
6bITb, — npogo/mkana oHa BCAyX. — KTo BaM ckasan 3710? Wam Bbl camu
3amMeTunnn?

— DTO BCE paBHO, HO ecnu 3TO TaK, TO 4 Tebs npeaynpexaatr, 4YTO 3TOro
HMKoraa He 6yaeT, 9 He no3Bont. ChblWKUWB? He No3BONK... A Tebe aam 6e3
oTuUa, HMKOrga He CnpocsiCb... 3aMyXx BbixoauTb!.. Uwb, BblagyMana... BOJO
3abpana! Tak s cymelo npuBecTn Tebs Ha NYTb UCTUHHbIN!

N bBecTyxeB, KpPyTO MOBEPHYBLIWCb, YWEnN, 3acTyyaB Kabnykamm u He
MPOCTUBLLUCH C A0YEPLIO.

ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa AOMTO OCTaBanach npej 3epkasoM, Tak, Kak ocTtaBun eé
otey. Mbicnn ¢ ocobeHHOW, HeObblYaMHOK ObICTPOTOK MEHSIINCb B FONIOBE.

(HeB oTUa, TOPXeCTBO Hag FeleOFMHeVI, HEBbIACHEHHOE A0 CUX NOp N BAPYr



nonyuymellee Tenepb TOYHO KaKyl-TO onpeaenéHHyro ¢opMy UyBCTBO K
Bo/IKOHCKOMY, — BCE 3TO BOJIHOBANO €€, TPEBOXW/I0, HE AaBasfio YCMNOKOUTbLCA.
OHa 3abblna 06 ycTanocTn n 4yBCTBOBana, UTO COH He NpuAET K Hel... pyab
€€ TOYHO bblna CTeCHEHA 4eM...

"lLIHypoBKa, — nNpuwWIO e B rosioBy, M OHa, nNoayMaB O CBOEM Hapsae,
ornsaena cebs B 3epkano ¢ Hor Ao ronosbl. — "Eine Furstin — HacTosiwas
KHArMHA", — BCNMOMHMNa oHa cnosa Po3bl.

ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa no3sana Po3y, Benena pasaeTb M NoaaTb CBOW LUMPOKNIA
LWENKOBbIN WyMmnep.

- S ewé He nAry B NOCTeNb, — MOSICHMAA OHA M, CEB 3@ CBOW MasieHbKWUMN
NMUCbMEHHbIA CTOJ1, TWATEeNbHO OYMHWIA Mepo W Hayana NMcbMO K 6paTy B
FaHHOBEP.

OHa no-HeMeUKM Nucana eMy O rnepeMeHe B oTue, 06 ero BCMbIWLKE N O TOM,
4YTO OH BAPYr Bblpa3un XenaHue ctaTb TUPAHOM eé AyLIN B NPOTUBHOCTb TOMY
NpoOCBELWEHNIO, KOTOpOe CTO/Ib CBOWCTBEHHO BCeMy poay bectyxesbix. O
BonkoHCKOM, pa3syMeeTcs, B NMUcbMe He 6bi10 1 peun. [la n He o HEM Tenepb
6ecnokounnace ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa. Ei BaXXHO 6blN0 BbISCHUTL MPU NMOMOLLMU
bpaTta, Heyxenu, ecnn AeNUCTBUTENbHO OHa nonbut Koro-HMbyab, TO oTey
MOXeT MOJIOXUTb 3anpeT Ha eé cBoboaHyl NbOBb, Ha Nydlee 4yBCTBO €é
aywn?

AHHa MoaHHOBHA B 3TOT Be4yep TOXe AO0/r0 He NoXuiacb CnaTtb U TOXe
nucana. OHa nucana MeaneHHo, MNOCTOSSHHO Mopwacb U C HEUMMOBEPHbIM
Tpyaom obaymbiBas "wTunb" cBOEro nucbMa. BepHyBLWNCH AOMOM, OHa 6bICTPO
CKMHYNa CBOE spKOo-XEnTtoe nnatbe M TyT Xe nojapwna ero KamepucTke,
NOTOM MporHana BCexX M3 KOMHaTbl M cena nucaTtb NpPSMO K AsAe-rocyaapto.
OHa ponro nepeyépkuBana, nepenucobiBana M nepeaenbiBana, HO, COCTaBMB,
HakoHel, cnésHyt xanoby Ha bectyxeBa uapto [lNeTpy, nepeuymtana eé u
nsopsana. OHa NONOXUTENbHO HE MOr/sla HanmcaTb Tak, Kak cneposano. Bce
nMCbMa K rocygapro coumHan en cam MNETp Muxamnosuy, U Tenepb HEKOMY
6b110 3aMeHnTb ero.

"locnoan, 4to Xe aenaTb MHe?" — cnpawwuBana ceba AHHa MoaHHOBHa. -

MaTywke HanmcaTb, OHa — MOSA eAMHCTBEHHasa 3allMTHuLUA, — peLlunna oHa, u



y>Xe 6e3 noMapok M nepedyépkuBaHbsi, Hanmcana MHOrMOC/I0OBHOE rMocnaHue K
uapuue lNpackoBbe, B KOTOPOM XasioBanacb Ha Tepnumble e B KypnsHanu
npuUTeCHEHUS W npocuna, 4Tobbl MaTywka yMmonunia CBOEro AeBepsi-uaps
oTto3BaTb oTctoga bectyxesa. — Hy, MNéTp Muxannosumy, nocMoTpuTe Bbl C
Bawen ArpadeHon Tenepb! YX a Tepnao-Tepna, a notoMm Aob6bOCb CBOEro,
MOCMOTPMUM... 3aroBopute Bbl, Kak ybepyT Bac oTciogal!" - aymana OHa,
3apaHee paaysacb TOMy, Kak "pasxanytT' becTtyxeBa, B 4YEM OHa He
COMHeBaNnacb, HagesCb, YTO rocyaapb HM B YEM He OTKAXXeT CBOEW MOKOPHOM
30/10BKe.

Ha apyron xe geHb MéTp MuxannoBu4y y3Han, YTO repuoruHsa rnocsana yxe
paHO YTpOM ceKpeTHoro roHua B lNeTepbypr ¢ co6CTBEHHOPYYHbIM MUCbMOM K
MaTywke-uapuue lpackoBbe. Llenb 3TOro nocnaHuva M coaepXaHue nucbma
6b1nn acHbl BectyxeBy.

Korga oH no 06bIKHOBEHMIO Npuexan K repuorMHe yTpoMm C AOK/agoM, Ta He
npuHana ero. [eno BbIXOAWNO Cepbé3HbiM, Tak Kak AHHa WoaHHOBHa,
BMAMMO, Hayana oTkpbITyto 60pbby, n MNETp Mnxamnosmy 3agymasncs, He 3Had
Ha 3TOT pa3 CUbl NPOTMBHWKA. Ha TakOW SBHbIA pa3pbiB C HUM FepLormHs
MOr/la pelwunTbCs, TONIbKO 3apy4YmMBLUNCE TBEPAOK Noanepx kot B MeTepbypre,
a becTtyxeB 3Han, 4yTto Takad noAaAep)XkKa He HeBO3MOXHa Aana Heé. OH
BbIXKAA/1 HECKOJ/IbKO AHEN, He oayMmaeTcs /i AHHa WNOaHHOBHA M He MpuWnéT
NN 3@ HUM; HO OHa He npucbinana. Toraa oH eweé pas nonpoboBan ABUTLCS B
3aMOK, HO ero onsaTb He NpuHsann. O4eBMAHO, repuornHa He 6osniack ero.
MNérp Muxannosuy AoMa XoAWN CepaUTbIn, He B AyXe, ynpekan Ao4Yb 3a
cnyumBllieecs, M ero o06xoxaeHMe C Hew COBEepeHHO W3MeHWNocb. B
obuwectBe OH cTapancsd KasaTbCA paBHOAYLWHbIM W BECENbIM, HO MHOrme
3aMevyasnin, YTo 3TO paBHOAYLUME W Becesibe CAYXWAM TOIbKO MacKOoK A/ TOro
6ecnokoncTea, OT KOTOpOro He 6bls1 B cunax otaenaTtbcs becTtyxes.

AHHa MoaHHOBHa, B OXwuaaHwuu oTBeTa M3 [leTepbypra Ha CBOE nocnaHue,
nepeexana »wuTb B Bupuay, v - CTpaHHOe Aeno - MWUTaBCKUM 3aMOK C
OTbe340M XO38MKW He TONAbKO OnycTesl, HO, HampoTuB, B HEM MNpPOCHYynacb
XW3Hb. HaceneHune 3aMKa, He CTeCHAeMoe Ternepb MPUCYTCTBMEM FepLOruHu,

OXUBWUNOCb, B Caay NOABUNNUCDL rynarwouwme, Ha ABOpPE NMoKa3asacCb npucnyra, B



OKHax aosiblie 06bIKHOBEHHOrO MO BedepaMm 6sectenm OrHM, U TOIbKO MOKOWU
repuormHn TEMHENN NO-MNpPeXHeMY.

BonkKOHCKMIA C yTpa BbIXoAuN B caf, He 60SCb yXe BCTPeYU C repuormHen, u
NoAory rynssa Tam CO CBOEK KHUXKOWN.

OH Haxoguncs Tenepb B caMOM 6naXeHHOM COCTOSSHMM CYaCT/IMBOro
BNO6NEHHOrO M, Hacnaxaasicb BOCMNOMMHaHuMsaMM 6ana, ayman Tonbko 06
ArpadeHe lNeTpoBHE U UCKaN C HEW BCTpeuu.

YepeM3uH pacckasas eMy, YTO Ha AHSX byaeT XpaMoBbIM NpasAHMK B LIEPKBMU
OcBanbAckoro 3amka, rge >wun crapbii rpad OTTO, M YTO B 3TOT AEHb BCA
MutaBa 6biBaeT y Hero B roctsax. KHsa3b HukuTa cenyac ke nogyman, 4o,
HaBepHo, TaM b6yayT becTyxeBbl U 4UTO Xopowo 6bi10 6bl NonacTb Tyada, ecnu
3TO BO3MOXHO.

3aMok OcBanba, pacnosioXeHHbIN Heganeko oT MuTaBbl, BBepX MO peke Aa,
Ha nesoM bepery, Ha HebonbWoOM XonMe, 661 OCHOBaH B 1347 roay pbluapeM
JlInBoHckoro opaeHa OcBanbAOM W COXpaHW BCE CBOE rMnpexHee Benuuue,
HeCMOTps Ha nNpoHécwMecsa Haj ero creHamm Beka. HapoaHoe ABuxeHue,
pedopMaumsa N, HaKoHel, pacnageHue opAeHa npownau ana Hero 6eccnegHo,
n B Havane XVIII crtonetns xuBwuin Tam 6esgeTHbi ctapey rpad OTTO -
nocnegHun OcBanbAa — OCTaBasCs BEPHbIM KATO/IMKOM U PEBHUBO OXPaHan
CBOM 3aMOK OT BCSIKOro HoBLwlecTBa. [pad HMKOro He MpuUHMManN U caM He
BbIXOAMN 3@ 4epTy CBOMX OKOMOB. Hapoa npo Hero pacckasbiBan 6acHu;
roBOpUaM, 4YTO OH — aNxXMMUK W 4Yapoaen, a B MmtaBe cumTanum ero npocro
BbIKMBLUMM M3 yMa CyMacbpoAHbIM CTapuMKOM, XOTS WM OT3biBalMCb O HEM C
yBaXXeHUeM.

3aMOK CO CBOWMMW BbICOKMMW CTeHamu, pBamu, bawHamMm n 6omHMULAMK, C
NOABEMHbIM, T[peMEBLUMM LenssMM MOCTOM, WMEeN CHapyXw CTpaHHbIN,
TAaMHCTBEHHbINM BUA M Ka3ancsa HeobutaembiM. TONbKO B YTPEHHUI Yac obenHu
M3-3a 3TUX CTEH pa3aaBasUCb MEPHbIE yAapbl KONOKONa.

Crapbih rpad xun y cebsl, Kak XoTes, HUKOMY He Mewas, U He NOo3BOoN4n,
yTobbl Mewann emy. OH pabckn npuaepxuBanca AefoBCKUX ob6blyaes,
3aBeLlaHHbIX eMy OTLOM, Ha KOTOPOro 6bls1 04eHb MOXO0XX CBOMMU MpuyyaaMu

N CTpaHHOCTAMMN.



B o06bikHOBEHHOe BpeMsi BOpOTa 3aMKa HWKOrga He pacTBOpS/INCL AN
C/ly4yaHOro noceTtutensa wnm rocta. Pa3 Tonbko B roa, B NpPecTONbHbIN
npasgHWK 3aMKOBOM LEpKBW, 3TW BOpoTa ObliM OTBOPEHbl ANns Bcex
Xenawwmx, u Torga BCAKUM, KTO XOTeN, — W 3HaTHbIA, U NPOCTOMOANH — MOT
WATU B roCTu K ctapomy rpady. [na Hapoaa ycCTpauMBasnocCb YrowleHue Ha
ABope, a 61aropogHbIX rocTer NpoBOXaau B CTOMIOBLIM 3an K rpady.

Taknm o6pa30M, rnonacTtb Tyaa BonkKoOHCKOMY 6bIN10 OYEHb SIErKO U BO3MOXHO.

VIII CTAPbI/ 3AMOK
- [a BcTtaBan, 6paTt, BcTaBan!.. He 10 ono3aaeM, — 6yaun AaBHO YMbITbIA,
NPMYECaHHbIA M MOYTU OAETbIM KHA3b HMKMUTa nexaswero ewé B nocrenu
YepeM3unHa.
- A-a-a, KOTopbIX Yac? — 3eBHYyN YepeM3uH.
- CKOpO WecCTb...
Bbino ewé nonoBMHa LWeCToro yTpa, HO BOJKOHCKUMA Hapo4yHO CcKasan
6onbue.
- Tak paHO ewé - ycneeM, — COHHbIM rOJIOCOM OTO3Basicd YepeM3uH u
NOBEPHY/ICS K CTeHe.
- Hy uTo MHe c Tobon agenatb? — 6ecnokouncsa Hukuta ®époposud. — 'ae xe
Mbl ycrieem? Tbl ogeBaTbcs byaelwb NoaTopa Yyaca No MeHblen Mepe... [la cam
Tbl BYepa rosopu, 4yto Ao OcBanbaa vac esabl byaeT, 3HauuT, Npueaem Tyaa
B NOJSIOBUHE AEBATON0, @ HY>KHO 6bITb B BOCEMb.
— 3Ha4yuT, nNpuveaeMm B MOJSIOBUHE AEBATOr0, — cornacusicsa YepemsuH, cagschb
Ha nocTenu, noTAarmeBasiCb U MuUrad ewé CaMnaBMMUCA OT CHa rnasamu. -
3Haewb, KHA3b, — BAPYr coobpaswun OH, — Mbl BOT YTO CAESlaeM — BOBCE He
noenem.
BONIKOHCKMIM TONBKO PYKOW MaxHy/l.
- Begb BCE paBHO ono3ganu, — npoaosnkan YepeMsunH.
- [la BCTaHewWwb NN Tbl, MOXET, N HE ono34anu.
- [la Beab eé He byger...
- Koro eé?

- He 3Haewb? - 1 YepeM3nH NyKaBo MpuLypun npasblii rnas.



- MMocnywan, HaKkoHeL,... — Ha4dasn yXe paccepamBLUMNACA KHA3b HUKKTa.

— Tbl noroaun 3nunTbcs. A Tebe NpUATHYO HOBOCTb MOry COOBLWMUTD.

- Hy? - cnpocun, He MeHsis TOH, BonkoHckuin. — [a, BepHO, onsaTb BpéLllb
yTO-HMbYAab.

- HeTt, He Bpy. Buepa 4 nonoxutenbHO y3Han, 4yTo becTyXxeBa OT3biBalOT
oTcroaa.

- Hy, 4TO X 13 3TOrO?

- Hy, 3HauuT, oH 6yaeT B HEMUNOCTM, NINWIUTCS CBOEro MOSIOXEHMUS, MOXeT
6bITb, COCTOSAHMSA. 'epuUOrnHSa BOT YX€ CKOJIbKO BPEMEHU He MPUHUMaET ero,
cnoBoM, becTyxeB HakaHyHe NageHus.

— TaK 4YTo X TYT NPUATHOro?

- [Ona lMeTpa MuxannoBuya, KOHEYHO, HWMYero, Ho Ana Tebsa 3TO o4yeHb
XOpOoLwo.

- [1a 4TO Tbl, HE NMPOCHYJCHA, BEPHO? YTO Tbl 3@ B340OP rOBOPMULLBL?

- HeT, He B3g0p, ronybumk. Beab Tbl ArpadeHry MNeTpoBHy nobuwb?
BonkoHCKM Monyan.

- JIobuwb Tbl €€ nnu HeT, 9 Teba cnpawmsar?

- Hy, xopouwo... ganbwe 4yT10?

- A ecnu Tbl €€ nbuwb, TO HM Ha 6OraTCcTBO, HM Ha NpoTeKuuto eé oTua
BHUMaHMA He obpawaewb. 3Ha4uUT, TO, YTO Kas3asioCb HEBO3MOXHbIM WU
TpyAHbIM, Koraa bectyxeB 6bin B cuae, CTaHET MNpPOCTO W Aa)Xe O4eHb
AOCTOMHO C TBOEW CTOPOHbI, KOr4a OH BNAaAéT B HEMU/IOCTb...

- To ecTb?

- [a cBaTtoBCTBO TBOE K ArpadeHe lNeTpoBHe! — oTpe3an BaApyr YepemsuH u,
CNYCTMB HOMM C KpoBaTKn, BbICTPO CTan oaeBaTbCs.

Ha 3TOT pa3 OH OKOH4YMA CBOW TyaneT AOBOJSIbHO MOCMELWHO U He 6blNo eLwé
NONOBUHbLI CEeAbMOro, Korga OHW Bblexanu BepxoM, ObICTpO PpbICbl, 3a
ropoa.

Cnoea 4YepeMmsumHa BcO pgopory Myumnu BonkoHckoro. OH He MoOr He
CO3HaTbCs, 4YTO 3TM cfoBa ObIAM CYACTAMBOKO WM YYAHOK WCTUHOM, HO,
HecMoTpsi Ha 3To, Ansa Hero ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa BCE&-TakM Kasanacb Tak

HefocdaraemMo npekpacHa, 4To TO cyacTbe, O KOTOPOM roBOopun YepemMsuH,



NnpeacTaBNaNoCb HE3EMHbIM, He34eWwHUM U MOTOMY ANs NMPOCTOro CMepTHOro
HEBO3MOXHbIM.

- ®y! 4 ¢ yma conay! — NnoBTOpPS/SI OH, CXBaTbIBAsICb 3a rosioBY.

OHM nogbexann K 3aMKy KakK pa3 BOBpeMs, Korga TONIbKO 4TO 3arygen
LLepKOBHbIN KOMOKOJ, N BOPOTa OTBOPUSIUCH.

Tonna Hapoaa, oXxuaasLlias 3TOM MUHYTbI, NOBanuaa B BOpPOTa, NOTOMY YTO C
nocnegHUM yaapoM KOJI0KOJSla BOpOTa CHOBa 3aTBOPS/INCbL U B MPOAOSIXKEeHune
BCero AHs, A0 Beyepa, Henb3si 6b1/10 HU BOUTM B 3aMOK, HU BbINTU U3 HErO.
Y3eHbKUM NepBbin ABOP 3aMKa, CTUCHYTbIM MexXay ABYMS NOYTU NNWEHHbLIMU
OKOH CTeHaMu, 6bln BbIMOLWEH MIOCKUMU KBaApPaTHbIMM KaMHSAMU, Mexay
KoTopbiMM npobuBanacb copHass TpaBa, W Kasancs MyCTblHHbIM U
HenpuBeTAMBbIM. HO 3a BTOpbIMM - 6alleHHbIMW — BOpPOTaMW OTKpbiBanacb
wmnpokasa obcaxeHHas AepeBbsiMM WU YyCblNaHHass MNecKoM nnowaib, rae
roTOBWUIOCh YrolwleHne ans NpocToHapoabs.

O6orHyB 3Ty nsowaab, 6naropogHble rocTU noabe3Xananm K AJUHHBIM
CTYNeHsaM rnaBHOroO noavesaa, y ABEper KOTOpPOro BbITAHYNMUCb U 3acCTblnu,
CNOBHO KaMeHHble, AepXXa HaoTMaWwb CBOM anebapabl, ABa NaTHMKA B
CTapUHHOM KN HGnecTeBWEM Ha COMHLUE BOOPYXEHUN.

BONKOHCKMI cnes3 c nowaan u, oTaaB e€ KOHKXy, CTan BCnen 3a APYrvMMu
noAbIMaTbCA MO NIeCTHULE B NOKOU rpada.

3HaKOMbIN Tenepb KHA310 Hukute MuTaBCckuMii 3aMok KeTnepoB, rae xuna
repuormHa Co CBOel CBUTOK, Obl1 NOYTKM Ha Uenoe CToNeTne crapee
OcBanbaa, HO mMen ropasgo 6onee COBpPEMEHHbIM BMA, AaXe CHapyXwu, He
roBopsi yxe O BHYTpeHHeM yb6paHcTtBe. [lBa BbICOKMX CO CTpefibyaTbiMu
CBOAaAMM W OKHaMW 3ana, KOTOpoe MUHOBasWM rocTu, UMenn CTPOrnm, Ao
Menb4Yanwmnx noapobHocTten, xapakTtep rnybokoM CTapwuHbl, TLATENbHO
COXpaHEéHHON. Y3Kasa ranepes, C ANIUHHBIM psaoM GaMWUiibHbIX MNOPTPETOB
rpacdos OcBanbAoB, Befa B LEPKOBb, rae HauMHanacb o6eaHs. DTa LEepKOBb,
OCBeWEHHasas nMpo3payHOK MO3aMKOM MEeNKMX pas3HOUBETHbIX CTEKON, C
OTKPbITbIM KaToONIM4YeckMM antapém, 6bina HeBenuka. BnpouyeMm, u rocren,
AOonyLeHHbIX ctoaa, 6bi10 HeMHoro. Bnepean, B 0cobom, 06TSAHYTOM KpacCHbIM

CYKHOM MecTe, cuaen caMm cTapuk rpad OcBanbh, OAeTblii B YEpPHbIN



6apxaTHbIn KadTaH MOKPOSA WeCTHaauaToro, cronetus. Ha nnedyax y Hero
6bina rpadpckaa MaHTUS. [OCTM pa3MecTMNMCb MO CKaMelrkam: B MepBbiX
psaax AaMbl, MY>X4YUHbl — No3aau.

Bca aTa obctaHoBKa 3aMka v rpad B CBOEM YEPHOM OAESHMW pe3anun rnas
HENpPUBbBIYHOK BAXXHOCTbKD U MNO-CBOEMY 6blIN BENMYECTBEHHO KpacCuBbl, HO
KakK-TO YyX CAuMWKoM "no-cesoeMy", B 0CO6€HHOCTM, B CpaBHEHUU C
WypLlaswe CBOMM atnacoM W WENKOM TONMOK rOCTen, B Hapsgax, K
KOTOPbIM NPUBLIK r11a3 BonKOHCKOro.

Ho Hwuknta ®EpopoBuy He obpawan Moyt HM Ha KOFO0O M HU HaA 4TO
BHUMaHMSA, NOTOMY YTO Ta, ANS KOTOpPOW OH npuexan, 6bina 34ech.

BecTy>xxeB Hapo4HO sABW/ICS C aodvepbto B OcBanbg, XXenad nokasaTb, UYTO ero
Aena nayT BOBCE He AYPHO M YTO OH COBEpPLUEHHO CMOKOEH U Beces.

Cnyxb6a 6bina npogomkutenbHa. CHavana naTtep nMPOU3HEC AJIMHHYIO
nponoeeab NO-HEMELKM, NOTOM Hayanacb TOpXecTBeHHasa obeaHsa nNpu 3ByKax
opraHa u neHums. BONKOHCKUIN HETeprnenmeBo >XAan OKOHYaHWUS Cnyx6bl, 4TObbI
MMEeTb BO3MOXHOCTb NOAOWTU M 3aroBopuTb C ArpadeHon eTpoBHON, HO 3Ta
BO3MOXHOCTb NpeactaBunacb He ckopo. Koraa Bbiwnan m3 uepkeu, bectyxesa
C OTUOM W MPOYMMWU BaxHbIMM NOAbMW npowna Bnepéa, u Hukute
®épopoBnyy HeyaobHo 6bII0 nomacTb B MX Cpeay; HO OH Bwuaen, 4To
ArpadeHa [MeTpoBHa, nNponas MUMO Hero, 3aMeTuna ero W 3Hajna, 4YTo OH
34ecCb U NobUT eé, N BOCXMLLAETCH €10. DTUM CO3HAHWEM OH YTELIUCS.

Mocne obeagHn rpad, nepenas B 3as, NPUBETCTBOBAN BaXHbIX FOCTEN U
340poBancsad C OCTaNbHbIMKM, KOTOPble MO O4Yepean noAXOoAWMIN K HeMy U
KOTOpbIX, He owwnbasacb, HasbiBan rpady MaxxopaoM, HEU3BECTHO KakK U
OTKyZAa yXXe y3HaBLWMWN UX NMEeHa.

MpeactaBneHne KOHYMIOCb, pasgancs 3BYK PpOXKa, WM ABa nNaxa B
cepebpsiHbIX enaH4yax ¢ repbamu rpadckoro goma OcBanbAoB HaCTeEXb
pacnaxHynu 6onbwune ayb6oBbie ABepU B coceaHUI 3an, rae 6bia1 NpuroToBaeH
CTON ANS YroweHus.

OTOoT cTon wuMmen ¢opMy MoAKoBbl M 6bln CANOWb 3acTaBNeH TAXENOH
cepebpsiHOlO nocyaon, Kybkamm u KyBwuHamMu. [lpen KaxAabiM CTYNOM C

pPE3HOK BbICOKOKO CMMWHKOM Ha CToNe CToAIu cepe6p;|Hb|e Tapesnkun, HO HU



HOXeMN, HN BUIIOK, 3anpeLléHHbIX B CTapuUHY B KAaTOMYECKNUX MOHACTbIPSX, He
nexano Bo3/1e Hux. Ha cepegmHe ctona M Ha o06omMx KOHUax ero, B
cepebpsHbix 6baccenHax 6unu HebonblKne POHTaHbl 6€10ro M KpacHOro BUHa.
TyT Xe CTosNM 3aTelinBble  COOPYXEHUA U3  TecTa, YKpalweHHOoro
pa3HOLUBETHO [1a3ypblo: BbICOKMI 3aMOK C HGawHAMKM, ABEPbMU U OKHaMM,
kKopabnb C mapycaMm M CHaACTAMMU, OrPOMHbIM MaB/IMH, PacnycTUBLLWIA CBOM
XBOCT, Me/lbHMUA C BEepTAWMMUCA KpblNbAMW, YBUTbIM nawowoM baxyc Ha
bouke. benas penMmckas ckaTepTb 6blia yBewaHa M MNOKpbITa rMpasHAAMU
LBeTOB.

- Y10, xopowo? - crnpocun YepemsamH Hukuty ®Enoposuuya,
yCaXkmBaBLUerocs ¢ HAM 3a CTOJI.

- Y10 XK, XOpOoLwWo, — cornacunics BoNnKOHCKUA, ornsabiBasiCb U HanpacHO uMLwa
candeTkn n npubopa. — ToONbKO KakK Xe ecTb?

XoTa oTcyTcTBme npubopa nm He ocobeHHO nopas3wio - caM uapb METp en
4acTo MPOCTO pyKaMu, — HO OH cAenan CBOW BOMPOC, NOTOMYy 4TO ArpadeHa
NeTpoBHa Morna yBuAeTb, Kak OH 6yaeT nanbuaMy NayvykaTbCA B KylUaHbe.
OpgHako YepeM3nH ycnokown ero, 4to y rpada Takoe o06biKHOBeHMEe, Aa wu
KywaHbsa 6yayT nogaBaTbCsd COBCEM OCOBEHHbIE.

[JenctButenbHO, KHA3b HMknTa HUKoraa ewé He npobosan Cyxoro BUHerpeTta
n3 6apaHbUX $A3bIKOB, MNpPUNpPaBfeHHbIX Pa3HbIMKU MPSHOCTAMU, C KOTOPOro
Hayancs oben. 3a 3TUM nepBbIM 61040M cnefoBan 6eCKOHEYHbIN P pa3HbIX
pasHOCTEeN: UubiNAATa B YyKcyce, kKabaHbe MACO C KawTaHaMu, Tensadbu
COCUCKM, pblba cylwéHas n BaneHas, Andb C 30/104EHBIMM K/IHOBAMU N HOraMm,
nawTeTbl SJACTOYEK, apTULLOKOB, KarnjlyHOB U 6bl4bUX S13bIKOB, MOTOM Crapxa,
Cblpbl, 3acCaxapeHHble Orypubl, KOMMOT M3 CAMB, HakoHel, TOPTbl U NUPOrn
UTanbsHCKNE, CNOEHble, Ha C/IMBKAX U Ha 6en10M BUHe. BOTIKOHCKNIA HEe TONbKO
He MOr BCE 3TO CbeCTb, HO Aa)e 3anOMHUTb MO NopsAaKy.

Mocne kaxagoro 6nt04a Naxu C KyBLWKMHAMW po30BOKM BOAbl 06XoaAnnun rocren
W nogasasan UM MbITb PYKMW.

pad cnaen BCE BpeMs MOMAYANMBO M HEMOABMXXHO, Mano en u nlpeaka nui
4YTO-TO 0COBEHHOEe U3 CToABLIEro npej HUM Kybka.

- A 3Haewb NN, yxacHasa Tocka! — wenHyn BonkoHCKM YepeM3unHy, Ha 4To



TOT Nnwb NoBén 6poBaMK, Kak 6yaTo rosops: "Beab s npeaynpexaan, u4Tto He
CTOMNO BCTaBaTb Tak paHo".

Huknta ®EnopoBuYy aaxke He MoOr rnsgetb Ha becTyxeBy — XBOCT CTOSIBLUErO
Ha CTosie nNpea Hew nas/nHa 3acnoHsan eé. M HanpacHO BONKOHCKUW xpan,
Korga, HakoHeu, AOWAET odepeldb A0 3TOro nNaBAWMHA B psaay KylaHWin
rpadckoro crona.

OTOT 6eCcKOoHeuHbl psa 6aw4, 3TM KyBLWWHBbI PO30BOW BOAbl, OTCYTCTBME
OXuBNeHns wn opgHoobpasHoe XKypyaHue OHTAHYMKOB CTanu  BAPYr
NpoM3BOAUTb Ha KHA3S9 HUKUTY caMoe yrHeTawLllee BriedyaTsieHune.

"N kK yeMy BCé 370?" — AyMan OH.

B 3TO BpeMsa Ha cepeauHy 3ana Bbiwen oAeTbiM B naaw, n ¢ apdoto Ha niede
CTapuK C ANMHHOW cefoto 60poaor U CTapyecKMM, TUXMM, HO COXPaHMBLUUM
CBOI MY3bIKa/IbHOCTb W MEeBYYECTb rOJIOCOM CMPOCKUS NO-HEMELKN:

- Y10 6yneT yrogHo aamaMm, rpady u ero BbICOKMM rocTtaM, 4ytobobl cnen s?
YepeM3unH, KOTOPOMY YyXXe Hadoeno cmaeTb He MeHee, YeM BONKOHCKOMY, He
npeasnas OT 3TOro0 MeHMs HUYero Xxopolwero, OT Aywu noxesan CTapuky
OXPUMHYTb.

- [ecHto 06 AnoH30! — nocnbiWwanocb Ha BOMPOC nesua.

- Konbuo! — nporoBopun »xeHCKUn ronoc.

N cTapuk, No4YTUTENbHO CK/JOHUBLUUCL B €ro CTOPOHY, 3anes MNecHw O

KOJibLE.

51 B30LW1a Ha BbICOKYHO ropy,
Jlec wymen Baganeke nog ropowu,
30€eCb TPU KHA3S KO MHE Bble3Xanu

N oanH 6biN1 U3 HUX MOSIOA0MN.

OH C pyKun cHsN cepebpsHbIN NepcTeHb,
CBol cepebpsiHbIl NepCTeHb OH CHAN,
N MHe oTaan cepebpsHbIN NEPCTEHD,

N, ero otaasas, ckasan:



- Ecnu cnpocaT, oTkyAa B3sana Tbl,
DTOT NepcTeHb OTKyAa B3sina?
OTBevan, To B necy, noa ropoto,

DTOT NepcTeHb CeroAHs Haluna.

- HeT, He 6yay s nratb, 4TO CeroaHs
DTOT NepcTeHb Hawa noa ropow,
A cKaxy, 4To cepebpsHbIM NEpPCTHEM

Mol XeHUX NnoBeHYyasicad CO MHOMN.

O6wylo HAaTAHYTOCTb M TOCKY XWMBO 4yBCTBOBana m ArpadeHa leTpoBHa, u
AN Heé OHWM bblnn ewé HeCHOCHee U HenpuaTHee, NOTOMY YTO caMoM no cebe
en 6b1o ganeko He Beceno. OHa MOYTM He NpuTparmMeanacb K KyLAaHbSAM W
cuaena HU3KO OMNyCTMB rOSIOBY Hagh CTOSIOM, BHMMATENbHO MNsAs Ha CBOH
PYKY, KOTOPOK Cnerka nornaxwvsasna cKaTepTb.

- AX, KakK XOpowo, O4yeHb Xopowo! - ckasan CcuaeBWUN pSaoM C HEK
obeppaT, Korga KOHYMIOCb NeHue. — A MO gama He but neHua? -
obpatuncs oH Kk BecTtyxeBon.

OHa noaHsina Ha Hero rnasa. ObeppaT, o4eBMAHO, HEAAPOM HaMOJIHSAM YacTo
cBon Kkybok BO Bpemsa obepa. Ero HoC M WEKM O6blnM KpacHbl, M rnasa
noaAEpPHYNCH BNAron.

"MpoTBHO cMOTpeTb", — noaymana npo Hero ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa M, HUYEro
He oTBeTuB obeppaTy, CHOBa onycTtuna ronosy. "locnoau, koraa xe 6yaert
3TOMYy KOHeu?" — MbIC/IEHHO NOBTOPSa OHa.

Crapuk ewé 4to-TO nen, Ho becTyxeBa ero yxe He cnywana, Bceueno
OXBayeHHas CBOMMWU IPYCTHbIMU, TAXKENBbIMU MbICASIMU.

OT 2TuX Mbicnen eé kak 6bl pazbyannu Bapyr peskme 3ByKn poroBOM My3blKH,
OOMKHO O6bITb, pasgaBwumecs nocne neHuss ctapuka. OHa ornsgenacb u
yBuaena, 4to n3-3a Ctosia BCTaBaau, C LWWyMOM OoToABMUras TsXEnble CTy bs.
Cblpoin BO3AyX 3ana AaBHO OTsXXenes OT 3anaxa BMHA, KyLlaHWKi, po30BOM
BOAbl WM MNPUTOPHO-AapOMATHOro 4Yada uYeTblpéX BbICOKMX KYpPWUIbHUL,

ObIMUBWNX BCE BpeMdaA B yrnax. VCToMnéHHas AoNrmM CUAEHUEM WU CKYKOVI



ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa 4yBCTBOBasa, YTO MPOCTO HEYeM AblWwaTb, YTO OHA He
MOXET AoNblle ocTaBaTbCs 3a4ecb. OHa, 6nenHas, easa gobpanacb A0 ABepen
W, BbIMAS U3 3ana, nornana B Kakyk-TO MHOIMOYrosibHYk, C HU3KMM MOTOJIKOM,
KOMHaTy, 3acCTaB/IeHHY0 WKadaMn C KHUramu.

"Bubnuoteka", — poraganacb ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa M nowia ganblue, NOToOMy
4YTO 34eCb HU3KWUI NOTONIOK AaBuN eé.

OHa yBumaena B CTeHe MasieHbKyl ABepb, 3a KOTOPOK Ceryac HauduHanacb
y3Kasa fleceHka HaBepx, W CTana noabiMaTtbCs No Hen. Kyaa oHa wnia — en
6bl10 pewnTenbHO BCE paBHO, HO en XOoTenocb Kyaa-Hubyab, nuwb Obl
B34OXHYTb CBO6OAHO, OAHOW. JleCTHMUA OcCBellaniacb MasieHbKUMU OKHaMu U
Besa, 04eBMAHO, HaBepX o4HOM M3 balleH 3aMKa.

BecTyxeBa HeCKONIbKO pa3 OCTaHaBNMBaniacb, TAXENOo Abla U npuknaabiBas
PYKY K CMIbHO 6umBleMycs cepauy, Kak 6bl enas oCTaHOBUTb €ro, U noToMm
onNsATb Wa KBepxy, 608Cb NOCKOMb3HYTbCS HA KAMEHHbIX, CTapblX CTyMNeHsX.
HakoHel, OHa BbilWa Ha CBEXWM BO34AYyX, Ha BepLWHY BbICOKOM 6allHu,
OKPYXXEHHYID TONCTbIMU, HEYKIIOXUMKU 3ybuamu, KOTOpble CHU3Y Kas3asucb
YAUBUTENbHO NErKMMM U ManeHbKuUMKU. MOoAHSABLWNCH, OHA C HacnaXaeHuem
NOPbIBUCTO B3AOXHY/S@ M OMycTunacb B NporajsvHe Mex AByX 3y6buUOB Ha
rpybbii KaMeHb, TEennO COorpeTbli COMHEeYHbIMM fydamn. OHa 4YyBCTBOBaAnNa,
4YTO rosioBa y Heé KpyxuTcsa, un 6osanacb HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi CMOTPETb BHU3,
yTobbl HEe ynacTb, HO MOTOM MpoBefna pykamum NO nvuy W, npuxoas B cebs,
HEeBOJIbHO cTana nboBaTbCsi HENPUBBLIYHOK KApPTUHOM OTKPbIBLUErocs npea
Hetl BMAa.

BHM3y, y caMbiX CTeH 3aMKa, c/ferka rnokaymeasncs CBOMMMU BepxyLlKamu nec,
TOYHO ABuraslwasca 6bopogasyaTasi, NMoKpbITas WETUHOW, CNMHA HeBeAOMOro
3Beps; 3a JIeCOM pacCTUanocCb None C cepebpsHO NIeHTOM peku, a Tawm,
Aaneko, CnjoLHOK MNECTPOK MNONIOCKOM BMAHenacb B TymaHe MwutaBa. MocT
3aMka 6bin noaHAaT, U Mybokun YEpHbIM pPOB MNpaBWIbHbIM  KOJIbLLOM
ONosACbIBan CO BCEX CTOPOH 3aMOK.

"Bbixoaa HeT!" — noaymana ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa.

DTOT KpPEenKWn, KaMeHHbl, HenobeauMmbiin, 3amnoSIOHUBLUMIKA €€ Ha CcerogHs,

3aMoOK C y,D,MBMTeﬂbHOVI SICHOCTbO HanMnoMHUAN e eé nonoxeHune. OHa KpyromMm u



BNonHe 3aBucena oT otua. Oteuy 6bin pasgpaxxéH 6eCcroKoOMCTBOM O CBOWUX
cnyxebHbIX genax; oH Mor ewé 6onblle paccepanTbCs, U BOT OHA HUYEro He
B Cufiax caenaTtb, CBsi3aHa MO pykaM M HoraM. YTo X OHa Takoe?.. beaHas,
Hu4yero no cebe He 3Havalwlas AOYb BaAXXHOW A0 MOpbl 4O BPEMEHW NEPCOHbI B
MutaBe. Ho cama no cebe OHa — NOKa HUYTO, pe W N TenbHOHMNYTO!.
A Mexay TeM 3Ta BbICOTA, Ha KOTOpon cunaena tenepb ArpadeHa lNeTposHa, 1
OTKPbIBLIAACA Nped Hew, TOYHO NoABMACTHas WWpb, FOBOPUIN e, 4YTO Aylle
eé poacTtBeHHa M 6nu3ka npenectb HEe3aBMCUMOCTWU, BAACTU U 3HAYEHUS WU
4YTO, pa3 OHa MOXeT NMOHMMAaTb 3TO, 3HAYUT, AO/DKHA AOCTUYb.
"Ho Beab BbIxO4a HeET, — NOBTOpsNa oHa cebe. — A OH A0/IXeH 6bITb".

"OTBeyan, YTo B siecy noj ropoto

DTOT nepcTeHb ceroAHst Hawna!" — BcnoMHuna sBapyr ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa
W, NPUCYLWKNBAACH, HAaKNIOHWA FOI0BY.
Mo necTHMue NoOAHMMANUChL Wwarun. KTo-To Wén K Hen.
"Na, cepebpsiHbln NepcTeHb, — MpoAosikana OHa AyMaTb. — HO KTO Xe 370
bynet?"
Warn 6binin cosceM yxe 6nm3ko. EwWé cekyHaa - M Ha naowaaky 6awHu
Bowén BonkoHckmn. OH cenyac e 3aMeTus1 BHU3Y ucyesHoseHue ArpadeHbl
[MeTpOBHbI N HEBOJILHO CTasli UCKaTb eé.
- Hacuny-tol.. - nporosopun Huknta ®EnoposBny, C TpyaOM nepesoas AyX
OT X0Abbbl N0 NecTHuue.
BecTyxeBa He rnagena Ha Hero.
Kak HW cTpaHHO 3TO 6bIN10, HO €M Kas3anoCb Ternepb, YTO MMEHHO KHS3b
Hukuta posmxeH 6bi1 NPUATKU B 3TY MUHYTY M 4YTO OH AOJ/DKEeH 6bln uckaTb
MMEHHO €eé.
- [ocnoaun, 8 n3myuuncs, nctommnca 6es sac, — 3arosopus BonkoHCcKkuin, cam
YAUBNASCb CBOMM C/I0BAM M UX CMENOCTU, — Takas Tocka TyT... la n Be3ge 6e3
BacC TOCKa, — BAPYr CKa3asn OH.
- Bbl 3HaeTe CTapylt CKa3Ky O Chnslwien npuHuecce? — cnpocuna ArpadeHa
MNeTpoBHa. — NMOMHUTE, KaKk OHa MPOCHYyNacb B 3aMKe, KOTOPbIA CTO feT cnan
BMecCTe C Hew? 3HaeTe, Mbl TOYHO Nonann Ha 3To nNpobyxaeHne. DTOT 3aMOK

CNTOBHO MPOCHYNCA cenyvac, 3aCHYB HECKOJIbKO AECATKOB /IET TOMY Ha3aa, — A0



TOro 34eCb BCE NO-CTapMHHOMY... TONIbKO MPMHLECCHI HET, NOXanyMn...

Huknta ®EnopoBny cMOTpen Ha Heé cYaCTANBbIMKU, BNecTawmnMm rnasamm.

- A BbI? Bbl... ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa?.. focnoan! A ¢ yma comgy! — nosropun
OH C yTpa npecnezosaslUne ero cfosa.

N OH 1 OHa 3HanM, 4To cenyvac, CUK MUHYTY, AO/HKHO BbISCHUTBLCSA TO, 3a4eM
nx ceena cyabba cny4vyarHO, KakK CHa4dana Ka3anoCb, M BbISCHUTbCS 3TO
AOJ/KHO Ternepb UM HUKOraa.

KHA3b HukuTa caenan HeCcKOJIbKO LWaroB K AeByLWKe M MnoAowésn coBceM
6113Ko. 3ayeM OH caenan 3TO — OH He MOMHUA U He MOHMMasn, NMoTOMYy 4To
HMWYero He MOr Tenepb MOMHUTL M NoHMMaTb. OHa Takxe 6Gecco3HaTeNbHO
ABUWHYNacb K HeMy M, NO4YyBCTBOBaB ero 6aM30CTb, Nt060Bb, CMyLleHWe U
panoCTb, BAPYr MpOCBeTNeNna BCS, U el CTano SACHO, YTO OHa NbuT 3Toro
yenoseka, BEPUT €My M YTO C HUM NPUXOAUT K HEN HOBAs XWU3Hb, cBOH6OoAHAsN
M npekpacHasa. OHa HM4Yero He MoOrfna ckasaTb eMy, HO pyKu eé MnoAHSNCH
NOCNYLWHO N AOBEPYNBO N BECCUBbHO ynann Ha nieyun KHA3S.

- Mos4l.. moga! - npowenTtan HukutTa ®EQOPOBMUY, NMpMXMMaa eé K rpyau.

B 3To BpeMsa Ha fnecTtHuue onaTb pasfanucb 4YbM-TO warm, mn ArpadeHa
MNeTpoBHa NMyrnmMBo OTCTPaHMUIACh.

Ha 6awHio BOWAM HECKONbKO TrOCTEN, MNOXeNnaBWWX OCMOTPETb 3aMOK.
BonkoHcknin n BectyxeBa cTosnu Baanu Apyr oT Apyra M BHUMaTesibHO, Kak
Kasanocb, pasrnaabiBann MwuTtaBy, cnopss O TOM, Kakas LEepKOBb BWAHA

crnpasa. O4AWH 13 Npuweawnx nocrapancs 06BbACHUTL MM K caM 3acnopwun.

IX CYACT/IMBbLIA AEHb
HacTtynun aerycrt mecsy, a nonoxeHume bectyxeBa B MUTaBe HUCKO/bLKO He
BbISCHWU/TOCb.
FepuormHs xuna B Bupuay v He Buagenacb ¢ HUM. N3 lMetepbypra He 6b1710
HUKaKNX U3BECTUN.
MNétp Muxamnoeuy cungen y cebss B kabuHeTe, B yTpeHHeM Lwnadpoke. bbin
BOCbMOW 4Yac yTpa. OH TO/IbKO YTO BCTa.
NMomMecTuBWNCL NoyaobHee B Kpecne Yy MNUCbMEHHoro crtona, bectyxes

3a4yMUYMBO CMOTpPEeN Ha CTPOKM MNucbMa, MPUBE3EHHOIO oKasuen eweé BY€Epa



BEYEpOM M [AaBHO Mpo4yuTaHHoro. MucbmMo 6bIN10 M3 [aHHOBepa, OT CblHA
Anekces, KOTOpbIM, MONYYMB OT CECTPbl U3BECTUE O 3aMe4YeHHOW e B oTue
nepeMeHe, cemyac xe cen COUYMHATb eMy AJIMHHOE, Ha HeMEeLKOM s3blke
nocnaHue, CTPOro nNpuAEpXMBasiCb W3y4YeHHbIX B OEpAMHCKON akaaemMum
CTUIIUCTUYECKMX NpaBwu/. 3aMbiCoBaTble, BblYypHble @dpa3bl MNUCbMa
COCTaBnsann uenbin dunocodCckmii TpakTaT O TOM, YTO XEHLWWHA MOXeT
Bblbupatb cebe Myxa no cepauy. Anekcen T[leTpoBMY HM CNOBOM He
obMonBuncs, 4to pedb MAET 06 ArpadeHe MNeTpoBHE M 06 OTHOLWEHUAX K HEWN
oTua. Ho TOT cenyac xe noHsn, B YEM aeno.

FopsiYnMi, KaK KasasoCb, BENMKOJENHbIA CTUb NUCbMa HpaBuacsa eMy. OH C
ropaenmeBo-camo4oBOSIbHOM OTedYeckon Yynblbkon nepeynTbiBan MUCbMO U
HEeCKONIbKO pa3 nogyMan O TOM, 4YTO CblHY ero npeacTtosT, BeposiTHO, B
6yaywem 6onblwme ycrnexu.

NMnceMo  ocBexuno becTtyxeBa, pA[ano €My HOBYKHO HWUTb MbICen U
OKOH4YaTenbHO  noboposi0  MPOCHYBLUEeCs  CTapOMOCKOBCKOE  4YyBCTBO
oTeyeckon Bnactu. MNMétp MmuxamnoBuy cosHancsa cam npeg coboro, 4To roTosB
6bl1 NOBEPHYTb Ha3zaa C TOro nyTu, MO KOTOPOMY LWWEN A0 CUX MOP HEYKTOHHO.
HayaB aymaTb B 3TOM HanpaBneHuu, oH BCE 6onee un 6onee ybexpancsa B
CBOEM HenpaBoTe, HaKOHeL BAPYr MOCMEWwHO BCTan C Kpecna M C
A06poayLIHOK YCMELWKOM HanpaBuACA Ha NMNOSIOBUHY AOYepMU.

ArpadeHa TleTpoBHa pacCcessHHO cnywana HeyMonyHyt 6ontoBHO Po3bl,
Korga B ABepb pa3sgancs NéErkum CTyk.

- Bonaute! - oTBEeTUNA OHAa.

[Bepb oTBOpWNAacb, M Ha nopore nokasancsa bectyxeB, Kak OH 6bl1 B
wnadpoke, Konnake n Typnsx.

- Ach, Gott! [7] - BocknunkHyna Po3a, NnpuTBOPSASACb CKOHYXEHHOHO.

MNétp MuxannoBu4y, He 3aMeTUB FOPHWUYHOM, MNPSAMO MOAOLWEN K Ao4Yepu u
nouenosan eé B nob.

Ta caenana 3Hak Po3e, 4TO OHa MOXET BbINTU, U YAUBNEHHO B3rNAsiHyna Ha
oTua, Ha MUCbMO, KOTOpPOe OH BCE ewé aepxan B pyKax, U nocTapasnacb
pasragatb, No4Yemy siBUacb B HEM CHOBA MPEXHSSA NaCKOBOCTb, MCHE3HYBLIas

CO AHSA NCTOPUN C XENTOKD FOCTUHOMN.



"BepHo, n3 lMetepbypra xopowmne Bectn", — aoraganacb oHa.

- A nony4un nmcbMo oT Anekcesi, — 3arosopun MNétp Mmnxamnosud. — CnaBHO
OH MULET...

ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa BAPYr rycto nokpacHena. OHa ToOXe nosiyuynna syepa oT
6bpaTta NMCbMO B OTBET Ha CBOE M 3Hasa Tenepb, 0 YEM OH MOI MUCaTb OTUY.
Métp Muxannosmy NackoBo CMOTpPEN NpPSAMO B rasa Ao4Yepu, TOYHO CcTapasncs
3arnsHyTb B cCamMyio eé ayuly.

— Tbl BOT 4UTO, — Ha4yan OH, — 9 6bl1 BOT TYT BCE paccTpoeH, 6ecnokounncsa um
rosopun Tebe... — becTtyxeB 3amMancsa. — Tak 3170 Tbl 3abyab, — Aobasun OH
BAPYT.

- O yém 3abbITb, HaTOWKaA?

- Hy, Tam... a Tebs, cnoBoM, HEBONMUTb He CTaHy... ECnm 3axoyewb 3amyx...
TaK Bblbepun cebe xeHuxa — s 6n1arocnosnio...

ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa, 4yBCTBYS, 4TO Kpacka He cbexana ewé c eé nuua,
onycTuna roaoBy, HanpacHO cTapasicb oBnaaeTtb cobot. OHa noHuMana, 4To
oTel CaM He Bblaep>Kan 400N CBOEeW CTPOrocTn K Her 1 4YTo NUcbMo Anekces
MNMeTpoBunya 66110 CKOpee NpeasioroM, YeM BHE3amnHoOK NPUYUHOM TOro, YTO 3Ta
CTPOrocTb 6blNla 3aMeHeHa NpexHe MUIOCTbIO.

- 4 ewé He cobupatlocb 3aMyX... MHE y BaC XOpOLWO, — CKa3sana oHa.

- He Bpwu!.. 3auem BpaTtb?.. Tbl AyMaelWb, 9 HE BUXY... KHA39 HUKUTY-TO... HE
BUXY? a?

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa He Morsa caepXaTb CBOEro BOSIHEHUS.

- Ax, 6aTiowka, He Hago, He Hago o6 3ToM! — 3aroBopuna oHa, HE nMes B
cebe cunbl nob6opoThb cebs.

Kakue-To rnynble, HEHYXXHble, HO CYacTAMBblEe CNE3bl NOACTYNann K ropny.

- [a Beab 4TO X... KOoraa-Hnbyab Hy>XHO 6yaeT BCE paBHO — 3ayeM TAHYTb
noHanpacHy?.. Beab oH ntobut tebs, — Hy, n Xpucrtoc c samul..

ArpadeHe leTpoBHE, HECMOTPsi Ha BCE eé CMylleHue, 3ax0Tenocb BAPYT,
yTobbl OTeu cenyac e noaTsepawnn, 4To BonkoHckui nobut e€, 4tobbl OH
npeacTaBui €M AokasaTeNnbCTBa 3TOro, 4Ytobbl OH y C M O K 0 U N1 €€, Kak
6yaAToO OHa U B CaMOM Aene He 3Hajna U COMHeBanacb, YtTo Hukuta ®énoposny

nobut eé 6onblie xm3Hu. OHa n0Tpe6OBana 3TOro ot OoTua HE CnoBaMU, He



BOMNPOCOM, HO TOJIbKO B3rnsi40M CBOUX BNaXHbIX 6nectawmx rnas. U Métp
MunxannoBuY NOHSAM 3TOT B3rNsaa.

- Hy, pa... cam monoa 6bin... n caM 6bin TakoW, Kak TBOWM BONKOHCKWMI, -
npowenTan OH, CTapasiCb HeE3aMeTHO NPOBECTU PYKOIO MO rnasam.

- baTiowka, 4to ¢ Bamn? Cnésbl y Bac?.. — 3arosopuna ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa,
obHMMas oTua M nNpsyYa y Hero Ha rpyam cBoé nuuo. — NonHoTte, 6aTowkal..
OHa npuBbIK/Ia BUAETb ero Bcerga pPOBHbIM, CMOKOWHbLIM, CKOpee CYpOBbIM,
AyMana, 4To u3ydywuna xapaktep ero u 3Hana, Kak obpawaTtbCsa U roOBOpUTb C
HWM, HO HUKOrAa He oXxumaana, 4ytobbl y Hero, y eé ctapuka oTua, rnokasasamcb
CNés3bl Ha rnasax M 4YTo OH T a K obun eé.

Moabopoaok eé cuiibHO ApoXas, AblXaHue caenanocb 4valle, M OHa, Kperko
NpUXaBLWMCb K OTUY, 3anfakana, Kak peb&HOK, corpeTbin HakKoOHelL, TaKow
Nackok, No KOTOPOM AaBHO TOCKOBasia Aywa ero.

YcnokouB no4b, U caMm lMétp MuxannoBuy Bbllwen OT HEE YCMNOKOEHHbIN U
BeCénbin. KamepamHep [aBHO YyxXe OXwuaan ero C nnaTtbeM, YAUBNAAACH,
no4yeMy HblH4Ye Tak fonro 6apuH He MAET oaeBaTbCA.

- Y10, 3axpanca? — cnpocun ero bectyxes. — Hy, gaBain ckopee, n 6e3 tToro
nosgHo!

MNétp Mmnxannosuy owyulan tenepb B cebe ocobeHHY0 NErkoCTb, TOYHO ropa
CBasnnacb y Hero € njaey, U MbICJIEHHO NMOYEMY-TO HECKOJIbKO pa3 rnoBTOpUI
cebe: "Hy, Tenepb, KaxeTcsa, BCE O6yaer xopowo". bBbecnpuynHHO OH
YyBCTBOBaJI, YTO COBCEM YCMNOKOWICH, U, K CBOeMYy YAMBJIEHWUD, BCKOpe
yBUAEN, YTo 3TO YyBCTBO SIBUIOCb Y HEr0 HeAapoM.

N3 3amMka npuexan YepeM3nMH C U3BECTMEM, 4YTO repuornmHa BepHynacb B
MutaBy UM cerogHs e cama HasecTuT [leTpa Mwuxannosuuya. 370 6bin
HeoXunaaHHbIW aAns becTyxeBa W cambii  6necTawmnm  uncxoa BCexX ero
6eCcrnokKonCcTB N HENPUSATHOCTEN.

AHHa WoaHHOBHA AeNCTBUTENbLHO nMpuexana, Kak ckasan YepemsuH.
BectyxeB BCcTpeTun eé& y Kkpbuibua. OHa BbiWIa W3 KapeTbl, MoJ4a
HanpasBunacb MO JIeCTHMLUE W TakXe MoN4ya npowsa BMIOTb A0 CaMoro
kabuHeTa lNMeTpa Mmnxannosuya.

becTyxeB no4yTuTeNnbHO CnepoBanl 3@ Hew, CTapasCb HUYEeM He rokasaTb



CBOEro Top)ecTBa, KOTOPOe TEM He MEeHee TaK U CBETWJI0Cb B ero rnasax.
FepuormHg Kasajnacb Heckonbko 651eAHOK, NpUrHyna ronoBy M cCMOTpena B
non. Boras B kabnHeT, oHa onyCcTMNacb B Kpecso, TAXeno Ablwa.
BecTyxeB cTOSN Npea Hew W, BUASA, YTO OHa, AOMKHO 6biTb, XAET, KOraa OH
capet, 4ytobbl HayaTb pas3roBop, TOXe Cesll U BCEeM CyLeCcTBOM CBOMM
nocrapasncs Bblpa3nTb, YTO FOTOB BHMUMATE/IbHO CNyLWaTb TO, 0 YEM emy 6yayT
roBOpUTH.
lepuornHsa BCE& Mon4yana, NoNpaBnAsaCb B Kpecne U, O4eBUAHO, He 3Has, C
yero Hayatb. [lonoXeHne KasanoCb HeNoBkuM, Ho T[1éTp Muxannosuy
Tepnenumeo XAaan, He XXenad noMoyb AHHe MloaHHOBHE.
- lMéTtp Muxannosuuy, — 3aroBopusia oHa HakKoHel, — Tbl MEHS 3Haelb... S
Bceraa 6bina pacnosoxeHa K Ttebe...
BecTy>eB NoKIoHWIICA.

Hy, Tak BoT, METp MuxannoBuy, Kak Tbl AyMaelWb, Crlagka MOS >XW3Hb
30eCb UIN HeT?
- Bawa cBeTNnocCTb... — Ha4yan 6b1s10 OH.
- HeT, Tbl NpsAMO OTBEeTb — C/flagKa MOS XM3Hb? MoNuulWb — HY KOHEYHO,
cKaszaTb TYT Heyero... 1 cepaunacb Ha Tebs; Tak BOT, BUAULWDbL SN, Tbl He
cepamcb Ha MeHs 3a 3TO...
OHa roBopwuia OTpbIBUCTO, C TPyAOM noabupas cnoBa v NOBTOPSAS UX, XOTS
3apaHee obaymana BCE, UYTO CKaXeT WM KaK WMMEHHO CKaXeT, HO Tenepb
nepesabbina BCE NpuayMaHHOE U He 3Hana, Kak en bbITb.
- KoHeyHO, 9 Tenepb BWXY, 4YTO Tbl - YeNOBEK XOpPOLWMWNA, - CHOBa
3aroBopuiia OHa, — U pa3yMHbIN, U BCE TaKoe... U 3/1a MHe He Mnoxesnaewb, —
NpoOMOSIBM/IA OHa, U XOTS 3TO 6bIJI0 ONSATL BOBCE HE TO, HO OHA NMpoAosKana: —
A Hukorga Tebe AypHoOro He xenana... Hy, Tam 6bina, 4TO NN, pa3MosiBKa, HO
3TO — AeNno NpoLusioe...
AHHa WMNoaHHOBHA ocTaHoBMNacb. OHa pewunTenbHO He 3Hana, 4To en eLwé
CcKasaTb.
- [Ja B uyéMm peno, Bawa CBeET/IOCTb? YTO Takoe? - CNpocus HakKoHew,
BecTtyxes.

- B uém pgeno?.. 2x, Aa 4to TyT! YX ecnu roBopuTb, TaKk roBopuTtb... U3



MeTepbypra s nony4ymna ykas.

Ye3xas u3 goma oHa 6bina TBEpAO yBepeHa, YTO HM 3a YTO He NPOroBOpPUTCS
06 3TOM yKase, HO TyT BAPYr, K KpawmHeMy CBOEeMY YAMBJIEHUIO, UMEHHO C
Hero-To u Hadana.

"BepHO, TaK yX TOMY 1 6bITb AO/IKHO", — pelunsa oHa.

- Ox, 6bega Mos, He yMmel s TOHKue agena Bectul.. Tbl, MéTp Muxamnosuy,
LLEHN MO OTKPOBEHHOCTb...

- Kakom »xe 370 ykas? — onsaTb cnpocmn bectyxes.

- Hy, Aa BOT OH, BO3bMW, YTO X, A YX CKpbliBaTbCa He 6yay!.. — U AHHa
MoaHHOBHa, Xenas nobeanTb rodmMapwana CBOE AO0BEPUMBOCTLIO,
npoTsHyna emy éymary.

BecTyxeB NouYTUTENbHO NPUHAN €€ 1 He crnewa cTas NpocMaTpuBaThb.

YKka3 6bi1 gaH, no NOpyyYeHuto uaps, OT rocyaapblHM EkaTepuHbl Ha wnMms
uapuubl NpackoBbu, MaTtepu AHHbI NOQHHOBHbI, U FNacu:

"Métp becTyxeB oTnpasneH B KypnsHAWO He Ana Toro TOKMO, 4To6 emy
HaxoAUTbCA MpU ABOPE repuorvHW, HO AN APYrMX MHOMMX €ero uapckoro
BE/INYECTBA HYXXHENLWMX Aefl, KOTOpble ropa3ao TOro HY>XXHee, 1 exenun ero u3
KypnaHamn otnyunTb ANS OAHOrO TOJIbKO Ballero gena, To Apyruve Bce gena
CTaHyT, U TO ero Besnn4yecTBy 3es0 6yaet NpoTuBHO..."

"Hy, s roBopun, 4to cerogHs Bcé 6yaet XopoLwwo — Tak OHO U eCTb, — nogyMman
bectyxes. - A BC& OTTOro, 4TO C [04Yepbio NOCTYNWJ CcCerogHsa Kak
cneposano”.

NoxBana W p[oBepue, BblpaXeHHble B Yykase, 6blnu, pasymeercs, emy
npusTHEe BCEro OCTasabHOro.

- Tak Buauwb nu, NMéTp Muxamnosuy, — npogoskana repuornHsa, — s BOT U
paccyxpnat, 4YTO Tbl — YeNoBEeK XOPOLWWNA, N FoCyAapt 34eCb HYXHbIM —
3HauuT, Mbl € To60K Byaem nydwe XuTb B Mupe... YTo X ccoputbca?.. A ccop
TepneTb He MOry...

N ponro ewé AHHa MoaHHOBHa roBopuna becTyxeBy O cCBOeW BcerpalluHeu
NPUA3HU K HEMY U OTKPOBEHHOCTW, HO OH TOJIbKO Aefian BuA, YTo cnywaet eé
BHMMaTeNIbHO, @ Ha CaMOM Jefnie MWIOCTUBbIE C/0Ba yKa3a He BbIXOAWIU Y

HEro n3 rosoBbl N MeWanan eMy nNoOHNMMaTb N CnyLllaTb.



Yepem3aunH, npeaynpeaus lMeTpa MuxanmnoBuyda, no MNOPYYEHUIO FEPLOrUHN,
06 eé noceweHnun, He cenyac yexan us goma bectyxesa, HO CNyCTUACSA BHU3,
B €ro KaHuensipuio, rae AasBHo 6bi1 cBouM 4enoBekoM. OH HanpaBuacs
npsmo, 6e3 aoknaga, B KOMHaTy K CBOEMY CeKpeTapr, O4HAKO TOT BCTPETuN
ero He ocobeHHO apyxentobHo. CekpeTtapb He nwbun YepemanHa 3a ero
NOCTOSIHHbIE WYTKW, oCKOp6sBLIME AOCTOMHCTBO YNHOBHOIMO 3BaHUS.

- Yt0, NnaH Lebpbiua-Pbibumnuknin, Bcé nuwete? Bbl 6bl Norynatb cxoawnwu,
noka Tenno Ha ABope, — 3aroBopun YepemsunH, caasacb 6e3 CTecHeHus.
CekpeTapb gencreutesibHo Hocun damunuio "LWebpbiua-Polbunuknin® n 6bin
NOSIbCKOr0 MPOUCXOXAEHUS; HO 3TO NpoucxoxaeHue 6bin0 Tak OTAANEHHO,
YTO OH cumTan cebs pycckMM M MOPLLMACHA, KOrga ero HasbiBasn "naHom".
Kpome Toro, YepeMsunH Bcerga Cc TakmMm TpyAOM BbliroBapuBan ero ammnumio,
YTO 3TO TOXe 6bl/I0 OYEHb HEMPUATHO.

- NCcTMHHO BCEM cepauem pag NorynsaTb, Aa HaTypasibHas HEBO3MOXHOCTb He
NO3BONISIET, — OTBETU/ CEeKpeTapb, CTapasiCb rOBOPUTb KaK MOXHO BaXHee u,
OTKMHYBLUNCb Ha CMUHKY Kpecna; CK/IOHWA Habok cBOé bputoe, nyxnoe nuuo.
YepeM3unH, NpulLypscb, CMOTPES Ha Hero.

- Y10 Xe, BCE Aena 3a4epXX1UBaroT?

- [ena, BCcekoHeyHo... C yeM K HaM M3BOMIUAWN MNOXanoBaTb M3 3aMKa? -
CNpocun CO B340XOM CeKpeTapb, BUAMMO, Xeslas MNOCTaBUTb pa3roBop Ha
CepbE3HYI0 NOYBY.

- C n3pecrumem.

Pbibunuknim nogHan 6poBm K 3aMep, He AOHeCA A0 HOcCa WenoTkn Tabaka,
KOTOPYH TOJIbKO YTO B35/1, TONbIPS Nasnblbl, U3 CBOEN 30/10TOM TabakepKu.
YepeM3uH NOCMewHo A0CTan M3 KapMaHa Toxe Tabakepky W, pacTtonbipuB
nanblbl, B CBOK o4yepeab 3acTbl/l B TOYHO TAaKOW Xe, KaK CeKpeTapb, Nose.
Pbl6UYMLKNI HELOBOSIBHO AEPHYT PYKOLD, BTAHYJ1 HOCOM Tabak 1 YMXHY/.

- byabTe 300poBbI! — ckazan YepeM3unH.

— bnarogapcTtBeH, — pe3Ko OTBETU/ CeKpeTapb: Ka3asocb, OH obuaencs.

Ho UYepeMm3nH, kak O6bl He 3aMe4yasas 3TOro, CTan pacckasbiBaTb O
BO3BpaTmBLUENCS u3 Bupuay repuornHe. JIMuo PbI6UYMULKOro MNPOSACHMUIOCH.

HoBocCcTb 6blna ANl Hero o4yeHb nHTepecHa. OaHako nocpeauvHe pacckasa



YepeM3uH BApYyr ObICTPO B3rNAsAHYN B OKHO, BbiXoamBllee B cag. Tam
MenbKHY0 ronyboe nnatbe Kamepuctkn ArpadeHsl MNeTpoBHbI.

- MaH LWebpbiua-Pbibunuknin, Bbl BUANTE? — TOPXECTBEHHO MNPOM3HEC OH,
yKasblBas B caj.

CekpeTapb B3rnsiHyn B OKHO.

- MonpémTte B caa! — npeanoxun YepeMmsmH.

- Ha Takue pena He ropasno 8 cBefoMm, — BO3pasun Poibunukuin. — Tak Bbl
roBOpUTe, YTO repLoruHs...

Ho Yepem3anH yxe He otBeTun eMy. OH NpPecnoKOMHO Ccesl Ha Kakue-To
bymMarm Ha NOAOKOHHWKE, MepeKWHYsT 3a OKHO HOrM u, CNpbirHyB B caj,
CKpbIZICS B rycton 3eneHun. lMaH Pbibunuknin cepamto XNOMHY/ OKHOM eMy
BCnea.

YepeM3nH ckopo HarHan Po3y: oH He 6bpe3roBan HMKakKow "aBaHTiOpon".

Po3a BCcTpeTuia ero, kak 3HaKOMOro, ckasas:

— A 4 3Hana, 4YTo rocnoAuH eLwé He yexarn.

- N HapoyHO BbIWAK B caa?

- [1a, y MeH4 eCTb K BaM Aeso.

- Bot kak! Cepbé3Hoe? - cnpocun Yepem3uH, cagdacb Ha [OEPEBAHHYIO
ckaMmenky. — Hy, roopute! 3aeCb Hac He YBUAAT U HE yC/blwar...

- He Tak ewé ckopo... MHe HY>XHO 3HaTb, YTO MHe 3a 3To byaeTt?

- Mouenyn.

- 51 ¢ BaMU X04y roBOpUTb CEPbE3HO, a TaK He byay, — obnaenacb Po3a. — Bbl
MHe LO/DKHbl caenaTb Noaapok...

— Tak 3T0 - cepbé&3Hoe aeno, no-eawemy? Hy, Kakou xe 3To Noaapok?

- P0O30BY0 KOCbIHKY, WWENKOBYIO... @ 3aTeM — byaeT ageno...

- Poza! wepctaHon posonbHO! - ¢ nadocoM npousHEC YYepeM3suH,
npuknaabiBas pyKy K cepauy.

- HeT, n wénkoBon Mano. Beab Bbl — ApPYr KHA3M0... KHA310, — M OHa Mo-
CBOEMY, No-HeMelKku, nepekosepkana damuanio BonKoHCKoOro.

YepeM3nH HegOoBEepPUMBO B3rNsHY/1 HA HEE N CKa3as yXXe CePbE3HbIM rosI0COM:
- Ecnun 10O, 4TO BbI CKaxeTe MHe, byaeT oyeHb BaxHO, Po3a, TO Bbl nonyyuTte

ABe KOCbIHKU 1 nnaTbe... FloBopuTe!



- DTO NpaBWbHO, — cornacunace Po3a u Hadana noapobHO pacckasbiBaTb
BC&, 4YTO MPOMCXOAWSIO CerogHs yTpoM B ybOpHOW €& rocnoxwu, kKorga Tyaa
npuwén MNMértp Mmuxannosmu.

YepeM3uH BHMMATE/IbHO CNyllan n HECKOIbKO pa3 nepecrnpaiwimsan.

— 3HaunT, OH Tak 1 ckasan: "Bblbupan cebe Koro xoyews... 4 61arocnosnw"?
- Tak n ckasan, — noarsepanna Posa.

- Hy, Tak 3HaeTe nn 4to, PO3a, cTynanTe Tenepb B AOM, TaM AOJIKHA Tenepb
6bITb FEpPUOrMHSA, N, KaK TONIbKO OHa yeaeT, NpuanTe MHe CKasaTb.

EnBa repuornHs yexana, Yepem3nH Benen [onoxutb o0 cebe, mn TMétp
MuxannoBuy cenyac e ero NpuHan.

Yepem3nH Bowén K becTyxeBy cBoeo 0COBEHHOK MOXOAKOW BrepesBasky, C
KOTOPOK TaHueBas MNOJbCKUK, U LEPEMOHHO, MO npasBuiaMm QpaHLy3CKNX
TaHUMENCTepoB, npogenan @urypy m3blICKaHHOro nokfoHa. OH 6bIN
Ype3BblHAaNHO CEPbE3EH N BaXKeH.

- YeMm Mory cnyxutb? — obpatuncs Kk Hemy lMéTp Muxanmnosuy, ykasbiBas Ha
Kpecrno.

YepeM3uH MOKJOHWICS eLwé pas un cen.

- [éTp Muxannosu4y, — Havan OH, — 9 SABMSOCb K BaM He No cobCTBEHHOMY,
HO TEM HE MeHee O4YeHb BaXXHOMY Aeny...

"Bce pena CcraHyT M TO ero Benuyectsy 3eno 6yaer npoTuBHO",
BCMOMHUNOCb becTyxeBy ewé pa3 c/foBa ykasa.

- Kakoe xe 310 aeno? — ynbibasicb, CNpocun OH.

- S aBnsacb K BaM, NETp Mmnxannosuy, cBaToOM OT SiMLa MOEro Apyra, KHA34
Hukntel ®épopoBuya BonkoHckoro.. OH nwbut Bawy paodyb Arpadeny
MNeTpOBHY M OT Bac, pa3yMeeTcs, 3aBUCUT ero cyacTbe...

BectyxeB ponro He oTBedan. OH cuaen monya, Kak 6bl 06aymbiBasi, TOYHO
yCnbiwan B nepsbin pa3 0 BoIKOHCKOM.

YepeM3uH 3Has, 4To npunmume He no3sonset [leTpy Muxannosuuy cpasy
COrnacuTbCA Ha npensioXXeHue, HO U3 pacckasa Po3bl OH 3Han TakXxe, 4To
OTKasa He byaeT, 1, NOTOMY XAan C CEPbE3HOCTLIO U TEpNEeHNEM.

- bnarogapto KHA39 HUKUTY 3a 4ecCTb, — 3aroBopusl HakoHel, becTyxes, — HO

ArpadeHa elé Mosioda 1 el XopoLLo Npu oTue...



- Bawa Bons, — cornacunnca YepemsuH.

- KOHeYHO, A He CTaHy HeBONUTb A0Yb, M ecnn OHa byaeTr cornacHa... S
nogymar, noroeopto... fla n KkKHa3b Hukuta mosog...

- MonofocTtb — He NOPOK B TaKOM Aene, Kak NntboBb, — oTBeTUA YepeM3unH.

- KoHeyHOo, HO BC&-Takum MHe, KaK OTuY, HY>XHa OCMOTPUTENbHOCTb. [powy
BaC M KHA38 HUKUTY NoxXanoBaTb CEroAHSA K YXXUHY.

- T[loyTéM cue npuaTHEMWMM [ONroM, — 3asdBU1 C HOBbIM TOKJ/IOHOM
YepeM3unH, OKOHYaTeNbHO BXOAS B pOsb CBaTa.

OH He crosapuBanca Cc BONKOHCKMM O cBaTOBCTBE. MbIC/Ib MNOUTU K
BecTyxeBy M NpoCcuUTb ANs KHA39 HUKUTbI pyKy ero goyepu poamnacb y Hero
COBEpLEHHO BHe3arnHo BO BpeMmsa pasrosBopa ¢ Po3ot. OH Buaen, 4to ero
npusatenb 6e3 yma Bnwbnén B ArpadeHy [leTpoBHYy, 4TO OHa, CO CBOeK
CTOpPOHbI, 6bonee yeM 6narock/ioHHa K HeMy, W, y3HaB O pa3sroBope [leTpa
MunxannoBu4ya C A0OYEPbIO, pelns, YTO Henb3s YyNyCcKaTb CEroAHSILWHUIN AeHb,
BO BCeX OTHOWeEHUsX 6naronpuaTHbIA AN CBATOBCTBA. becTyxeB nocne
nocelleHns repuormHn He Mor oTkKasaTb. DTOT pPaCYET OKasascs COBEpLUEHHO
BEPHbIM.

Cnomsa ronoBy neten YepeM3anH B CBOEW OAHOKOJIKE B 3aMOK, MOroHsSS
Kydepa, 4Tobbl ckopee o0bpazoBaTb HMYEro HE 3HaBLUEr0 M HEe 0XuAaBLlero
BonkoHckoro. OH »>enan nopas3uTb €ro HeoXWAaHHOK panoctbio. Ho
OKasanocCb, 4YTO KHA3b HukuTa cam nopas3un ero, YepemsuHa, TaKow
HEOXMAAHHOCTbIO, 4YTO TOT pa3Bén NuWb pykamu. YepemsnHa BCTpeTuMn B
3aMke cnyra BonkoHckoro JlaBpeHTUi, BCTPEBOXEHHbIN U pacTepPSHHbIN.

- ['ae KHA3b? YTO cnyuynnocb? — 6eCcnoKomHO cnpocui YepeMsuH.

- KHA3b Haw, — JlaBpeHTMI nokayan rosioBok, — S yxe AaBHO cobupancs
OONOXNTb BaM... C TeX CaMbIX NOP, KaK Bbl X K HEMLY CTapOMy B roCTu C yTpa
BO3WAM — BOT M3 4epena, Npoctn [ocnoam, NbET.. C TexX yxe nop A cran
3aMeyaTb HenajHoe...

- [1a Tenepb-TO YTO C KHA3EeM? — HeTepnenmeo nepebun YepemsunH.

Ho obcTtosaATenbHbln JlaBpeHTU, MO NpUBbIYKE pacckasbiBaTb BCeraa BCE MO
nopsiaKy, NpoaoXKan, He TOponscChb:

- Kak cbe3aun KH43b Tyda, TaK COBCeM rosioBy nortepsn. 9 CKONbKO pas



AoknaabiBan eMy: "XoTb U MHOIO Tbl, KHA3b, KHMXEK YMTaellb, a BCE MeHS bbl
nocnywan. Onownm ero TaM, AO/MKHO ObiTb. [0 HO4YaM cnaTb COBCEM
nepecrasn... eCTb-NUTb He XO4eT U BCE caM c coboro pasroBapuBaeT... Bam He
BWAHO, @ A-TO cMOTplo... N Tak Ao cerogHsawHero aHS Bcé 6onblwe u 6onblue.
A cerogHsl, KaKk Bbl yexanun B ropoj, KHA3b MNpu3Bas MEeHS W rOBOPWUT:
"JlaBpeHTun, cobepun BCe MOM BELLM M C HAMM NOEe3XKal Ha nowaasax 3a MHOL,
a s cendyac BepxoM yeny. 'Ae MeHs HaroHuWb, Tam M Xopowo, a s 6onblie
Tak XuTb He Mmory". W He Benen BaM 06 3TOM ckasbiBaTb. "Hanwuwy", -
roBOpuUT, U yexarn.

- Yexan? — BOCK/IMKHY/1 YepeM3uH. — Yexan BepxoM n He BepHETca?.. [la uTto
X 3T07?!.

- [oBOptO BaM, Onownun ero, — cepb&3HO NOBTOPW JIaBpeHTUN.

- Jlowagb MHe! — KpnkHyn YepemsunH. — Jlowaab! ABOCb HaroHto!

N cam no6exan Ha KOHIOLWHI TOPONUTb KOHIOXA.

X. A IEHb BCE-TAKW CYACT/IMBbIN

YepeM3nMH OT/IMYHO 3Ha/l OKPEeCTHOCTM MwuTaBbl M AaBHO MNpPUBbLIK K
pa3bpocaHHbIM B MOMSAX W nAyrax OTAESIbHbIM KPEeCTbSHCKMM AOMUKaM, He
COeaAnHEHHbIM, Kak B Poccumn, B AepeBHU M cena, HO NMOCTPOEHHbIM BAANU ApYr
OT Apyra. 3TU 4UCTeHbKMe BblbeneHHble ABOPbl MeNbKanan KpacuBbIMU
NATHaMU B 3€J/IeHN NIYrOB, OXMBASAS BUMA M NpuaaBas eMy HEMNPUBbBIYHYIO AN
pyCCKOro rnasa ocob6eHHOCTb.

YepeM3uH 6e3 yctanu neten oT OAHOro ABOpa K ApPYyromy, paccrnpawmsan u
pa3sy3HaBas, He Buaen nn KTo-Hmbyab BonkOHCKOro, m noapobHo onwucbiBan
ero npuMmeTbl. HakoHel eMy yaanocb HanacTb Ha cnef KHA3s9 Hukutbl. EMy
06bsACHMNM, 4YTO KaKoM-TO 6naropoAaHbl roCNoAWMH BEPXOM AENCTBUTENbHO
rnpoes3»as 34ecb cerogHsa rno HarnpassieHuto 3aMmka OcBasnba,.

YepeM3uH 6e3 goporu npsiMo no NoaK HanpaBWU/ICS K 3aMKY, U MOUCKK ero He
OoKasanncb HanpacHbiMW. TaM, Yy ONywku neca, cumaen Ha Tnpuropke
BONKOHCKMI, 3agyMuMBO CMOTPs BAanb. Jlowaab KHA3S8 nacnacb TyT Xe,
HenpuBs3aHHasa. KHA3b HuknTa cmagen c 3acTtbiBweto, 6n1axeHHo Yynbi6Kow

Ha ry6ax n cyactamBbiMn, HACHbIMKU T[JN1a3aMU CMOTPEN nNpea coboo Ha



ybpaHHble noNns UM CKOWeHHble Nnyra ¢ wux 6eneHbkKMMM [OMUKaAMKU W
NpuUcnywmnBancsa K WENOTY NIMCTbEB LIefecTeBWEro c3aan Hero neca, eweé He
TPOHYTOro AbIXaHMeEM NpubnnkaBLLENCS OCEHN.

"Bce oHUM Takune — BnobnénHble", — nogyMan YepeMsuH.

- KHea3b HwukuTta, a, kHA3b Hukuta! - OkKNMKHyn oH. - byaer, 6par,
AO0BOJIbHO, AOMOM exaTb nopal

Huknta ®EQopoBnY CNOKOMHO nepeBén B30op Ha Yepem3anHa. EMy kasanoco,
4YTO OH BMAEN, Kak nogbexan YepeMsnH, n oH He 0bpaTU/l HMKAKOrO Ha 3TO
BHUMaHMUS.

— DTO Tbl? — CNOKOMHO CNPOCKSI OH.

- Hy pa, a, - otBeTUN YepeM3unH, cnesas c iowaau.

- YepeM3uH, Tbl Ntobun Koraa-HmMbyab? — BAPYr CNPOCUA KHA3b HukUTa.

- W MHoro pas... Yto X 13 3Toro?

— MOMHWMWb, Tbl MHE KAaK-TO FOBOPWJ, YTO CTOUT TOSIbKO HABAKCTU — U MHOrO
MO>HO HAWTW MHTEPECHOro BOKpyr cebs.

- He nomHto.

— Tbl NOCMOTpPU, BOT BUAULLb 3TO AEepeBO?

- Buxy! - ckasan Yepem3anH, He NnOBOpaynBas rosioBhl.

- Hy, BOT uTO 9 aymato. BoT 9 XuBYy 34eCb, Ha 3eM/ie, U MPOXUBY eLlg,
MoOXeT O6bITb, HYy, NATbAECAT feT.. DTo - camoe 6onbwee... M B Kaxayro
MUHYTY 3TOM >XWU3HW, CTOUT MHE NUWb 3ax0TeTb, U 9 3TO AepeBO MOory
CpYyOUTb, YHUUTOXWUTb... A MOXET U TaK C/YyUYUTbCH, YTO 3TO AepeBO, KOTopoe
BOT Tenepb COBCEM B MOeW BNacCTU U KOTOPOE HMYero, NOHMMaelWwb, HU Y er o
He MOXEeT MHe caenaTb, NepexuBEéT MeHS Ha COTHM NeT.. U MOU MNpPaBHYKU
MOryT YBMAETb €ro, Aa, NoXanym, n nparnpaBHYKOB NepexuBéT... N BbIxoauT,
YTO S HUYTOXHEE AepeBa...

- C uyeM Tebs n nosgpasnsto, — BCTaBu YepeMsuH.

- Hy, a Ha caMmOM pene 3TO BOBCE He Tak, — npogosmkan BonkoHckuin, -
NOTOMY 4TO A Mory nbutb... n nwbnw... 1 B 3TOM — BCE, a OCTajlbHoe -
B340p, U AepeBo — B340p... N, pa3s a mory nobutb, 3Ha4YUT, He yMpy, NOTOMY
4TO AYyX, KOTOPbIM S 4YyBCTBYK CBOKW Jt060Bb, HE MNOrnMbHET, He MOoXeT

yMmepeTb, @ B 3TOM — BeCb ... CYTb-TO MO4 B 3TOM Ayxe... Tbl MNOHMMaelb



MeHSs?

- Bcé 3710 xXopowo, - 3arosopun YepeMmsunH, NpMnNnogHUMasCb Ha IOKOTb, — HO
CKaxu, noxanymcra, C 4yero Tbl B3ayMan yaupatb u3 Mutasbl? KTo Tebs
rnorHasn oTryaa’?

- Kto norHan?.. 4 cam yexarn.

- N He BepHEWbCA?

- He BepHyCb.

- OTyero x a10?

— Tak... He BepHYCb.

- 3Haewb, — Hayan YepeM3uH, Kayas ronoBOK, — S MHOro BuAEs Bawewn
6patby, BAOOGNEHHbBIX, HO TAaKOro, Kak Tbl, €lWé He BCcTpeyas... DTO YX 4YTO-TO
COBCEM 3aHATHOE 4YyAayecTBO. Tbl MHe MpPsSIMO OTBeYaK: pasayman, 4uTo fu,
XXeHUTbCHA Ha ArpadeHe lNMeTpoBHE?

KHa3b Huknta He oTBevarn.

- [l1a roBopu Xe, HakoHeu! — KpukHyn Yepem3unH.

BONKOHCKMIM TpyCTHO, HO C TOK Ynbl6KOK, C Kakow obpawatTca K AeTaMm,
roBOpSAWMM HepasyMHble BeWM, NOCMOTPEN Ha HEro 1 B3AOXHY/I.

— DTOro He MOXeT O6bITb... 3TO HEBO3MOXHO, — MPOroBOpuN OH, Kak 6yaTo
aeno 6b1no yxe peweHo 6ecnoBOpOTHO.

- [a otyero? OTyero? — HacTanean YepeMsunH.

— OTTOro, 4to 370 6bLIN0 6bI CNMWKOM 60NbLIOE, HE YEeNoBeYeCcKoe cyacTbe,
He 3JewWwHee, He 3eMHoe!.. DTo BOT Korga AepeBo NepexmnBET MeHs...

NMOHSAB HaKoHel, 4YTO KHA3b HukuTa obpatmnca B 6erctBo eauMHCTBEHHO
BCNeACTBME peLlleHns, 4YTo cyacTbe 6b10 6bl CAMWKOM BEJIMKO U MOTOMY
HEBO3MOXHO, YepeM3MH MnOoCMOTpeNn Ha Hero W pas3pasuacad BecénbiMm,
HeyaAep>XXMMbIM CMEXOM.

BONKOHCKMIM rnapen Ha Hero yaAnBnéHHO-UCNYraHHO, HE MOHUMAas, YTO MOXHO
6bl10 HAaWTWU CMEWHOro B TakOM r/yboKOM M CepbEé3HOM AN Hero gene.
HakoHel, HWUKTO He WMen npaBa CMesATbCA Haj HWUM WU Hah ero 4yBCTBOM.
OueBmaHO, YepeM3nH, He nepecTaBaBLIMW XOXOTaTb, pacKaymBasiCb BCEM
KopnycoM, rno3sonsn cebe CAMWLKOM MHOroe.

— [la 4TO X 3TO Tbl? — KPUKHYJT B CBOKO o4yepeab KHS3b HUkuTa, - obesymen,



yTo Nn? HakoHew, 3To NpocTo 06uAaHO... Kak Tbl CMeelb CMesATbCA?

- lMocTon... He cepaucb! — caepXXmnBasCb, CTapancs BbIrOBOPUTbL YepeM3uH. —
Cenyac 3arosopuwb apyroe... Cnywan!.. A cerogHa ©6bin y [leTpa
Muxannosmya csaToMm oT Tebs...

- YT1o-0! Tbl, cBATOM, OT MeHq, Yy [leTpa... [eTpa... — BONKOHCKNI BCKOYUN,
CXBaTACb 3a ronoBy pykamu. — [1a kto T€ba npocun?.. Kak xe Tbl cmMen!.. Yto
X Tbl Hagenan?.. a-a-a?..

OH Kkazasncs B 3Ty MUHYTY TakMM WUCMYraHHbIM, Hec4YacCTHbIM, 4YTO YepeMm3unH
HEeBOJIbHO  ucnyrancsa, B3rMsHYB Ha ero nobnegHeBlee, BHe3arnHo
OCYHYyBLIeecs nmuo.

- [la HeT Xe, — noaXBaTua OH, — He oTKa3san: MNéTp Muxannosuny nossasn Hac
YXXWUHATb... CEroAHs Ha Y>XUuH rno3san!.. NoHnMaews?

BONIKOHCKMIM HECKONIbKO CeKYyHA CToAn 6e3 ABMXEeHWUs, TOYHO C/i0Ba Apyra He
cpasy pgosietenn Ao Hero. [MOTOM OH B3APOrHyn BCEM TeNIOM, OTHSJT PYKU OT
rosI0Bbl U KakK-TO pacTepssHHO CcMOTpen Ha YepeM3unHa.

- YTO Tbl roBOpMLWbL?.. CBATOM... MO3BaJl... HA YXXUH?.. U 3TO — npasaa?

- [NpaBaa, npasaa, — TBepAMn HepemsuH.

- onybunk! - BApPYr BbIpBanoCb y KHA35 HUKUTbI, U OH KMHYJICA Ha LWeE
YepemanHa. - YTO X Tbl MOMYMWbL A0 cux nop? Beab Mbl onosgaem,
ono3gaem!.. N'ocnoawn, aa 6ern xe, TOponncb, a To No3aHo byaeT!

N oH 6exan yxe K CBOel nowaaun, CNoTbiKasCb N 3a4eBas 3a KOYKW.
YepeM3uH MeaneHHo, Kak 6bl Nobysack AOCTaBNEHHOW UM APYrOMYy 4YesioBeKY
pafoCTbio, CnenoBan 3a HUM.

HecMoTpss Ha HeoaonnMoe XefnaHuve Yy3HaTb OT Yepem3nHa noapobHee
obcTtoaTenbCcTBa CBATOBCTBA, BONMKOHCKMW He paccnpawusBasn ero AOoporoo,
€AVHCTBEHHO 3ab60TACb O TOM, 4TOobbl He ono3aaTtb. OH BCE ewé 6HosaAncs
BEPUTb B BO3MOXHOCTb CBOEro C4yacTbf M FHan sowajb TakK, 4To YepeM3uH
eABa nocnesarn.

B ogHOKONKe, No Aopore U3 3aMKa B ropoA, YepeMsunH pacckasasn BCcé Hukute
®énopoBnuy.

Y becTyxeBa oKa3sasncs napaAHbli 3BaHbIM YXUH. Bca MuTaBckas 3HaTb 6biia

npurnaweHa m saABumaacb Kak oAMH Y€NOBEK, MOTOMY 4YTO BECTb O BHE3aAlNHOM



noceleHnn repuormHn, KoOTopasi, O4YeBMAHO, npuesdxana MUPUTbCA C
BectyxeBbiM, 6bICTPO pa3Hecnacb no ropoay. Bce aymanu, uto TéTp
MunxannoBu4Y CBOMM YXWMHOM >enaeT OTnpasgHoBaTb TOPXECTBO CBOEWN
nobeabl Hag AHHOM NoaHHOBHOM.

Cpean 3TUX 3HATHbIX MOYETHbIX YMHOBHWKOB W MPUBATHbIX, HO POAOBUTbIX
HeMeLuKMX MNepcoH O0Ka3anoCb TONILKO ABOE MOAoAblX noaen: YepeMsuH u
BonkoHckuin. C nx nosieneHmem obuwee BHUMaHWe 6bi10 obpalleHo Ha HUX.
OCTW CTanu NnepewénTbiBaTbCA M BbiCKa3bliBaTb CBOU COO6paxeHus.
BONKOHCKMIM NONOXWUTENBbHO He MOMHWI, KakK OH BOWEnN, Kak 340poBancs, u
He coobpaxan paxe, XoAUT OH WIN CUAUT; €My Ka3anoCb, TOYHO OH
NPUNOAHAT Ha BO34YX U ero HOCAT Kakne-TO HEBUAUMbIE, HEXHbIE PYKW.
ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa BCTpeTUa ero C NPMBETINBOKD, PAaAOCTHO YbIOKOMN.
"3HaeT oHa WM He 3HaeT? — crnpocun npo cebs KHA3b HukuTa, uenys eun
pYyKy. — HaBepHO, 3HaeT", — pewnn OH, YyBCTBYSl, KakK rnoxosnogena n ApoXuT
eé pyka.

YepeM3uH 3aroBopus 4YTO-TO, Kak HM B YéM He bbiBano, 6yaATo He NpoM30LI0
HMYero ocobeHHoro. BONKOHCKMIA CMOTPEen BOKPYr cebs, WHUpPoKO U 6axeHHOo
ynbibascb; HO Kyaa 6bl OH HWM CMOTpesi, OoToBCKOAY €My Oblia BMAHA ero
ArpacdeHa TletpoBHa, Munaa wn nwobumasa. OHa TOXe 6yaATo Ccnywana
YepeM3nHa, HO KHA3b HWKWMTa 3HanN, 4YTO OHa TakKXe BWUAUT TOJIbKO €ro wu
AyMaeT 0 HEM, 1 BCE KpYyrom nosly4yano ANns Hero HOBYHO KpacoTy U npenecTb.
Bonbwaga roctnHaa bectyxea, Ta camas, rae Tak HefaBHO KHA3b Hukuta
CTOSI1 3aTepsiHHbIM B TO/AMNe npea YEpHbIM AOKTOPOM, Ka3anacb Tenepb COBCEM
MHOK. Huknte OENOpPOBMYY ACHO BCMIOMHWUIICHA 3TOT BeYep.

"Bblwe Bcex ntogen!" — npo3syyanu B ero ywax cnosa AOKTopa.

3a YXMHOM BONKOHCKMIM cuaen psaoMm C MONOAOK XO3SMKOK. YXUH TSHYICS
AO0Nro, HO eMy KasasoCb, YTO BpeMSA NeTUT TakK 6bICTpO, YTO OH MPOCTO He
yCneeT HarnsaaeTbCs Ha CBOK PaAoOCTb, aHrena, c4yacrtbe, Kak OH MbIC/IEHHO
Ha3biBan ArpadeHy lNMeTpoBHY, He HaxoAs AOCTAaTOYHO STACKOBbIX C/OB.

B KoHUe yXWHa B XpycTanbHble 60Kanbl Hanuan dpaHuy3cKoe wunyyee
BUHO, 1 MNETp MmnxannoBuny, BbICOKO NOAHAB 6oKan, KpUKHYN:

- 3a 3a0poBbe uaps lMetpal



FfOCTM BCTanM W TOTYAC HayanuM NOAXOAUTb K XO38MHY, YOKasACb C HUM.
3aurpana My3blka, U pa3gasncb NPUBETCTBEHHbIE KITUKMW.

- Yppaaa! - kpnyan BonKoHCKNI.

- 3a 340poBbe X035MHa! — npoBo3rnacun crtapwuii obeppar.

- Yppaaa! - noaxsatwun BonkoHckui. — Balwe, Bawe 340poBbe! — noaowén
OH K ArpadeHe leTpoBHE M 3annoM Aonun BMHO. — Bmawute, Ao nocnenHen
Kanau, - CcKasan oOH, onpokuabiBas 60kKan WM nokasbiBasg, 4YTO TaMm
AEeNCTBUTENbHO HeT HWM Kannu. Y ArpadeHbl [leTpoBHbl BWHO 6bIJI0 Ha
OOHbILLKE.

- W a 3a Bac nocnegHow KanenbkKy; BUAWTE? — NpoOroBopusia OHa, ocyluas
6okarn.

"d... 3a Bac.. nocnegHwto kanenbky"... locnoam! 4 ¢ yma coungy!"
pagoBasncs KHA3b HukuTa.

K HMM nogowén YepeM3anH n XoTen YOKHYTbCHA C HUMMU.

MNétp MuxannosBmy BO BpeMs YXMHA u3peaka nornsabiBan Ha AO4Yb M Ha
BONIKOHCKOro, 1 Kaxabln pa3 B3rnsa4 ero CTaHOBUJICA CEPbE3EH U Aaxke CTpor.
YepeM3uH xaan oT Hero oTeeTa, Ho bectyxeB mMeanun.

"Korpa >ke HakOHel, OH N034paBuT XeHnxa C HeBecTon?" — aymMan YepeMsuH.
O4HaKO YXWH KOHYMICH, M FOCTM, BCTaB MU3-3a CTONA, Nepewwn B FOCTUHYIO,
HO BOMNpoOC YepeM3nHa oCTaBasiCad HEPA3pPELWEHHbIM.

MNocne yXuHa CNy4Ymnocb Kak-To camo cobor, 4To BONKOHCKMIA OCTancs oaunH
c ArpadeHon lNeTpoBHOM B €é ManieHbKON FOCTUHOM; OHM He3aMeTHO MPOoLUn
TyAa W 32 HAMM HUKTO He nocneaoBasn, TOYHO MOHMMas, YTO HeNb3s MewaTb
UX pagocTu.

BnpoueM, Tenepb pasBecenuBlUMECS OT BMHA rocTW, CNO0YéHHble 0bwmuM 3a
Y>XXMHOM pa3roBOpPOM O MOSIMTUYECKMX HOBOCTSAX AHSA W YBNEYEHHble 3aTeMm
MHTEpPECOM 3TUX HOBOCTEM, 3aHSANMUCb CaMu Ccob0to, Tak 4YTo 60MbLIMHCTBO U3
HUX He 3aMeTUNo ucyesHoBeHust bectyxeson. O Hukute OEpopoBuUe Toxe
3abblM 3TU CONMUAHbIE, HE NOAXOAMBLUME K HeMy HW MO BO3pacTy, HU MO
NONIOXEHUIO, NIOAM.

- NMoMHUTe, — ckaszan BonkoHcku ArpadeHe leTpoBHe, — TOT BeYdep Yy Bac,

Korga MHe, 3aTtepdHHOMY, HEMN3BECTHOMY M HE 3aMEe€4YeHHOMY BaMWy, 6bi1no



npeackasaHo, Yto s 6yay Bbile BCcex ntoaemn?

BecTyxeBa B3rns4oM u ynblbKow oTBevyana, Yto NOMHMUT.

— Y MeHs BOT TakK U CTOWUT npej rnasaMmu 3ToT YEpPHbIN AOKTOP... MoxeT 6bITb,
CerofHs OKa)xkeTcsi, YTo OH 6bin npas.

- Bbl monyyaeTte Ha3HaudeHue... Bac 3ametunu u3 letepbypra? - cnpocuna,
6onee npexHero oxueBnsasacb, ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa.

- HeT, neno He B TOM; pa3Be Bbl He 3HaeTe, YTo YepeM3unH npuesxan CBaToM
OT MeH4 K lNMeTpy Munxannosuuy, sawemy batowke?

- Korpa? — cnpocuna becTtyxeBa, MEHAACb B IMLe.

- CerogHs, U OH Hac Mo3Ban K YXWHY, U, MOXeT 6biTb, CerogHsi peLnTbCs
mMos cyabba, n a9 6yay Bblwe BCcex nogen — 6yay MMeTb npaBo Ha3BaTb Bac
CBOE€I0 npes HUMH.

ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa CMYLWEHHO W CTblIANMBO onycTuna ronosy. Cuswowas
ynblbka uncyesna ¢ eé ryb6, Haa 6poBsiMM nosiBUNacbL CTporasi, cepbésHas
CKnajaka; Kasanocb, BOT-BOT CNé3bl 6pbI3HYT M3 eé rnas. OHa A0 CUX Nop He
3Hana, 4YTo NMPOM30LLIO YTPOM.

- Y10 X? He paagbl? lnadyete? - 6eCNOKOMHO NpPOU3HEC BONKOHCKURA,
CMYLLasACb B CBOK o4vepenb.

OHa nogHsANna Ha Hero B30p, M €é rnasa 6biaM Tak siICHbl, Tak PaAOCTHbI, TaK
MHOro 6b10 B HUX cyacTba Ana Hukutel ®OEnopoBuYya, 4YTO OH CHOBA
npeobpasuncsa, Tepss paccyaok u coobpaxeHue. ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa
NPOTSIHY/1A@ eMYy PYKW; OH CTas LesioBaTb UX.

- He aymanTe, oaHako, — npowenTtana OHa, — YTO npeackasaHue cbblnochb
cerogHsa, Het! Myctb 9 6yay Bawa, HO Bbl, ecnin Nbute, AOMKHbI 6bITb B
CaMOM Jesfie Ha BbICOKOM CTyneHW. Y BaC eCTb BO3MOXHOCTb; CTapawnTechb,
nobueantecb M Aobbétecb! Mbl 6yaeM BMecTe A06MBaTbCA: HaM HYXHO
Aaneko NOWTU — g 3Toro Tpebylo... 1 Tak Xo4dy.. 1 He MOry M He AOJIKHa
OCTaTbCs B HEUM3BECTHOCTU BIOPrepCKom XeHbl, MO MYX CTaHET He B YPOBEHb
C OCTallbHbIMMU.

Bcé, uTo oHa roesopuna Tenepb, Kazanocb Hukmnte ®EQOpPoBNYY NpeKpacHbIM,
M NpU KaXKaoM crioBe eé OH TONbKO ynblbancs, BMAMMO, COrnalasicb CO BCEM.

OHa Bepwuna B Hero, oHa nwobuna ero u paaoBaniaCb €ro acke.



- MocMoTpuUTEe, KakMMKM CKNaakaMum nerna sTa 3aHaBecka, TOYHO COOpKM Ha
nnatee! - ckaszana Bapyr ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa, nokKasbiBass Ha XENTYyi
LWENKOBYO 3aHAaBeCKYy Y OKHa.

- Hy, uTO X Takoe? — OTBeTW/1 BONKOHCKWW, HE MOHMMas, YTO XOTena oHa
CKa3aTb.

- [epuornHa 6blna B TakoM XXe nnaTbe, — NosicHuna bectyxeBa, — Toraa, y
Hac Ha 6any...

OHa 3aMonyana v 3agymanach.

BonkoHckunn ynblbHyncs, BcrnoMuHasa 3ToT 6an, Ho ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa
KasasiaCb Cepb&3HOol0.

- Beab n en 6bino npeackasaHue, — NpoAosikana oHa B pasayMbe, — U eCnu
OHO cbyneTcsl, TO O H @ He NpoCTUT... OHa OTOMCTUT HaM...

- Hy, 4TO 3aragbiBaTb 0 6yayuwem, Koraa BCEé Ternepb XOpoOWo U SiCHo! -
nepebun eé kHA3b HukuTa.

MNétp MuxamnoBuuy, pasyMeeTcs, AaBHO 3aMeTW/, YTO ero Ao4Yb CuauT C
BonkoHckuM y cebss B rOCTMHOW, HO He Mewan uM, Kak 6yaTo 3aHATbIN
yyactmem B o06weM pasroBope M BCeueno, KaK paAyLlWHbIA XO35IMH,
NOrNoOWéHHbIN CBOMMWU rocTsaMn. OAHaKO He ChnyckaBwWMW C Hero rnas
YepeM3uH Buaen, Kak OH nocMaTpumBan Ha ONYLUEHHble 3aHaBeCbl XENToMn
roctuHon. OH BMAEn TakKxXe, KaKk HakoHel becTyxeB C pewuTesibHbIM BUAOM
HanpaBuACsa Tyaa W BCea 3aTeM NOSIBUCS Yy ABEPEN, AepXKa 3a PYKY A0Yb U
BonkoHckoro.

Bce, npuTuxHyB, 06epHYNnNCb B UX CTOPOHY.

B 3T0 BpemMsa w3 aApyrux [ABepen nokasanucb CAyrm C noaHoCcaMu,
yCTaBneHHbIMK 6bokanamu BMHa.

- locnoga, - APOrHyBWMM ronocoMm nporosopun Métp Muxannosuy no-
HeMeuKku, MOTOMYy 4TO 60NbLUMHCTBO NPUCYTCTBYHOWMX O6blnM  HeMUbI,
npeacTaBfsiio BaM XXEeHUXa N HEBECTY.

Crapblh 6ecTyXeBCKM ABOPEUKU FPOXHYS, MO PYyCCKOMY o06blyako, CBOWM
NOAHOC Ha non. XpycTtanb 3a3sBeHen un 3aapebesxan, pasneTtascCb Ha KyCKU;

rPOM MY3bIKW 3arnywus BC&. [0CTM cnewunm no3gpaBnTb HapeYEéHHbIX.



YACTb BTOPAHA

"Tbl 3aWwmwan, focnoan, Aeno Aywn MOEN; UCKYMNASA XU3Hb MOK".

Mnay Uepemunn, III, 58.

I MPOLLJTOE
YeTbipHaguaTb net ToMy Hasaa 6biia oTnpasgHoBaHa cBagbba BOKOHCKMX.
KHS3b HMKKTaA, XXEHUBLUMCL Ha CBOen Munon u ntobumon ArpadeHe lMNeTpoBHe,
octanca B MwuTaBe; OH C ULApCKOro com3BosieHns 6bl1 0CBOBOXAEH OT
AanbHenwero nyTewecTBMa 3@ rpaHUUy W nocTynun Ha cnyxby B
KaHuensaputo ceoero Tecta lNeTpa Mmuxamnosuya. OTBETCTBEHHOE MOJSIOXEHUNE
BecTtyxeBa B KypnaHann TpeboBano o4eHb XUTPON AEATENbHOCTU U 60NbLIOIo
NUCKycCcTBa. PycCKOMY pe3naeHTy npuxoamsocb 60poTbCsi C HECKONbKUMU
BpaxaebHbIMK TeyeHnaMn, 4yTobbl MMeTb Npeobnajarliee BANSHUE Ha CBOEWN
cTtopoHe. U Métp Muxamnosud 6oposnica He 6e3 ycnexa. eno 6bin0, BMAMMO,
BaXHOE, CJ/IOXKHOE, OHO KacCanoCb >W3HWM CaMOCTOATE/IbHOrO MasieHbKOro
rocyfapctBa, No BCEM MpU3HaKaM HaxOAMBLUErocs MoYTM HakKaHyHe CBOEro
NpUcoeaMHEHNA K eAnHOMY U3 Tpéx boniee CUMbHbIX, YEeM OHO, cocenen, U
BeCb BOMPOC 3aK/lo4ancsa B TOM, KTO okaxetcsa nobeautenem: Poccmsa nu, K
LapCcTBylOlWEMY [OMY KOTOpOWM MpuHaanexana BAOBCTBYIOWAA repLoruHs
AHHa; Monbwa nu, cymtaswas KypnaHavow CBOUMM NEeHHbIM BnageHuem [8] ,
nnu lMpyccua?
Y KHA39 HUKKTBI Yepes ro4 nocne ceaabbbl poanncs cbiH Muwwa.
BonkoHCKMIM 6bi/1 cHACTNIMB CBOEKD XM3HbIO U HUYEro He xenan 6onbwe. OH
oboxan ArpadeHy lMeTpoBHY U CblHa, OHW 6blIM C HUM, N BECb MUP, BCS CYTb
€ro >XW3HW cocpeaoToYmMBanacb B 3TUX ABYX CyLWeCTBaX, U BHE UX HUYEro He
cywecrteoBaso gna Hukutbl ®énoposunya.
Onsa Bblweawen 3amyx ArpadeHbl [eTpoBHblI BHELWHSAS XU3Hb B MwuTase
CHayana Mano usMeHumnacb. Ho BCKOpe OHa He Morfna He 3aMeTuTb, YTO U3
aodvepn nepsoro B KypnaHauu nuvua OHa cTajna MNpoCTO XXEHOK MON040ro
yesioBeka - MNpaBAa, PYCCKOro KHA38, HO He cyMmesBwero rnpuobpectu

HWKaAKOro 3HayeHMss B TOM obuwecTBe, rae OHWM HaxoAUNUCb, U YMNOpPHO



yAanssuwerocs oT 3Ttoro obuwecrtsa. DTO 4YyBCTBOBA/IOCb, M OHAa 3Hana, 4To
MHOrmMe noHMMarT 370. K ToMy xe eé oTey cbnm3mnncsa ¢ repuormHen, n rnodsa
npexHero NosoXeHns B Mutase yxoawna m3-nog eé€ Hor. Myx eé He xoTen
CNYXUTb B KaHUenspuvu, U C 3TMM OHa cornacumnacb, XoTs y Heé 6binu
COBEpPLWEHHO MHbIE MPUYUHBI, YeM Yy KHA3S HUKWUTbI: MUTaBCKas KaHuensapus
Kazanacb CIUWKOM He3Ha4ynTeNbHbIM MEeCTOM AN TOro, 4Ytobbl BbIABUHYTbLCS,
cny>a Tam.

ArpadeHa MeTpoBHa nobuna Myxa M U3 4YacTblX pa3roBopoB C HUM BUAENa,
YTO C ero CcnocobHOCTSMM MOXHO MOWTW Janeko; OHa 4acto AyMmana o
byaywem, no-cBoeMy, C HaaexaamMum Ha 3To byayuwee, 0Xuaas, 4YTO OHO
npmaéT ewé pagoCcTHEN M nydwe U 4YTo cyabba BevyHO byaeT ynbibaTbcsa en,
Kak ynbibanacb 40 cMx nop.

ManoneTtcrBo CblHa NpuUBAEKNO eé K pebéHKy, U OHa cTasa 3aHMMaTbCs UM,
nposoAas BpeMs AoMa. DTO 6bLn caMble CcYaCT/IMBble AHWU AN KHA39 HUKUTLI.
Ho ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa Xuna, KpoMe HacToswero, ewé Meytasa o byaywem, u
aAymana o lNetepbypre, o 60nbWOM ABOpPE, O 3HAYEHUU, KOTOPOE MOXET UMETb
Cco BpeMeHeM Hukuta ®EaopoBuy.

OHa vyalle ctana 3arosapuBaTb C HUM O HOBOW PYCCKOW CTOMINLE, 3Basia ero B
MNetepbypr, TpeboBana oT Hero paboTbl U AEATENbHOCTU, FOBOpWUIA, YTO TakK
XWUTb HENb34, U NpUBOAMIA B NpUMEp CBOMX GpaTbeB, KOTOPbIe 3aHUMann yxe
BMAHblE NOCOSIbCKNE MecTa.

Hukuta ®énopoBny ctapancst 06bACHUTb el CBOM OCOBEHHbIN MAaH XWU3HU, B
KOTOPOM Ha nMNepBOM nMfaHe CTos/I0 BOCMUTaHME CbiHA U 3aTeM
ycoBeplweHcTBoBaHme. OH 6bi1 yBepeH, 4TO, COKpallas CBOU XenaHusa wu
pacxoabl Ha cebs, OH MOXeT OoTAaBaTb WU3AULWEK APYrMM, U pagn 3TUX Xe
Apyrnx, 4ytobbl Mo Mepe CBOUX CWU/T MPUHECTU UM BO3MOXHO 6onblle Mosib3bl,
3aHANCA MeAULUMHOMN U C YNOPCTBOM U TEPNEHMEM CTan u3ydaTtb 3Ty HayKy.
ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa HWUKaK He MOrna CornacuTbCsi, 4To "BOCNUTaHme" CbiHa
MOXET COCTaBUTb Kakoe-To ocobeHHoe "peno". EM ka3anocb, n 310 6bI10 Tak
06bIKHOBEHHO M MPOCTO, YTO Manb4yuK BblpacTeT MNo4 WX MPUCMOTPOM, OHU
HayyaT ero uyemy cneayet, un BCé 3To byaeT He3aMeTHO, caMo cobotw, u

roBoOpuTb 06 3TOM C T @ K 0 1 BaXHOCTbIO BOBCE He cnepyet. OTHOCUTENBLHO



pacxonos Aans apyrmx ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa BoO3pa)xasa MyXy, 4YTO WuX
AOCTaTOK BOBCE HEe TaK BesnK, 4Tobbl MOXHO 6bI10 AenaTb 3TO, U YTO Y Hero
€eCTb XeHa N pebéHOoK, 0 KOTOpbIX OH AOJ/KEH AyMaTb U 3ab0TUTbCA. Y3HaB O
MeguuMHe, OHa CHayana o4eHb wucnyranacb. OHa Haxoawna, 4to 6biThb
NeKapeM BOBCE He KHSXecCKoe Aeflo, AaxXe HernpuiandyHo ANnst eé Myxa; HOo
korga Hukuta ®EQOPOBMY MOSICHWA €W, YTO U He AyMaeT CTaTb JieKapem,
BpayyloLWMM 3@ AEHbIN, @ XO4YeT UMEHHO NoMoraTb TO/IbKO BAMXKXHEMY MO Mepe
CWUN, — OHa YCNoKowiacb M BCE-TaKM He yBuaena B MYXHWHOM MeanUUHe
"cepbé3Horo gena", xoTs He 6bla NPOTUB 3TUX 3aHATUM, KOTOPble Ka3anucb
en TakK, Mexay MnpoyuM, He JINMWWUMWU, HO N He OCOBEeHHO HYXHbiMU. B eé
rnasax Hacrosiwee 6b110 BCE-Takn B KaHUENSpun, N oHa 3Baja ero Ha cnyxoéy
B MNeTepbypr.

ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa 6bina ybexaeHa, YTO B HEM FOBOPUT TOJIbKO XesflaHue
6nara, 4To Npu BCen cBoen N6BM K MYXYy OHa He MOXeT NOBepuTb B ero
paccy>XaeHms M 4To T a K, Kak oHa XxouyeT, bypeT nydywe, n caMm Hukuta
®énopoBuY yBMAUT 3TO BnocneacrsMn. Ho BONKOHCKUW CTOSAN Ha CBOEM, TO
€CTb Npoaokan 6bITb MNO-NpPeXHeMy NacKoBbIM U MUMbIM, HO HUKOFAA CaM He
3aBoaun pasrosopoB 0 [letepbypre, korga xe ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa
3aroBapuBana 06 3ToM — HaumMHan No-ceoemy ybexaatb €€, n e CTaHOBUIIOCb
HEenpUsaTHO N 60SA3HO.

"la 4yTo OH B caMOM pene? — ayMana oHa. — OH cuuTaeT MeHs rnynee,
Hepa3lyMHee cebd, BOT 4TO... Pa3Be 4, HakoHel, He MOry MOHWMaTb, 4TO
aydwe u 4to Xyxe? Bpemsa naéTt, a Mbl 34eCb, B rnywu (Tenepb, KOraa OHa
6blna KHArMHenm BonkKoHckon, MuTaBa Kasanacb €M Aywbk), HUYEro He
AenaeM, X1UBEM, He 3Had 3a4yeM, a BpeMs nNpoxoauT, nydwee spema!”

OHa 3a)xMypuBana rnasa u npeacrasnsna cebe lMNMetepbypr 6onbwnm 60ratbiM
ropoaoM, rae BCE BeSIMKOMENHO U rae MOXHO 6bI10 BblAENTBCA U CTOUIIO
nopaboTtatb Haj 3TUM.

Takme MUHYTbI CTanu yalle M yalle HaXxoAuTb Ha Heé, Korga oHa ocTaBanach
oAHa CO CBOMMW MbICNAMWU, W, HAKOHeL, CTaln nepexoaumTb B KaKoe-To
TOMUTENIbHOE COCTOSIHME THEeTyWer TOCKW, OT KOTOpOM Henb3sd 6bl1o HanTu

cebe MecTa.



"YT1o C Het? - cnpawmnBan cebs KHA3b HUKUTA, BUAS XONOAHbIN, "He XXnson"
ON9 Hero B3rns4, KOTOpbIM OHa MHOr4a Tak 3710 U ropAo CMOTpesia Ha Hero B
nocnegHee spems. — He 6onbHa nn oHa?"

OH nonpobosan cnpocutb ArpadeHy [MeTpOBHY: He He340pOBUTCHA SN en.
OHa paccepaunacs.

- 4 3p0poBa! TepneTb He MOry, Korga MeHd cnpalimsalrT TakK — Bcerga 4To-
HMbyab cnyuuTca notom! — oTBeTMna oHa, B ynop, He ynblibascb, CMOTPS Ha
Hero. — W 4yTo 3a 0xoTa AyMaTb, YTO BCe 60/bHbI?

OHa 3Hana, YTo HaMeKaeT 3TUM Ha 3aHATUA MYy>XXa MeaAUUMHOWN, YTOo 3To byaeT
HENpUATHO €My, HO el UMEHHO XOTeNnoCb caenaTtb eMy 60/bHO.

Huknta ®énopoBuy B3rnsiHy/l Ha HeE€, Kak-TO CTpadasibyeckum ynblbascb, U
3Ta ynbibka ewé 6onee paccepamna ArpadeHy MNeTposHy.

"OH cMmeéTca Hapo MHoum!" - pewwnna oHa. U BApyr HM C TOro HM C cero
HaroBopuna MyXy caMblX 06UAHbIX CMOB, CaMblX 06MAHLIX Belwen, KOTopble,
OHa 3Hana, 6yayt eMy 0cO6€HHO HENPUSATHDI.

NMocne >Toro pasroBopa Hukuta OEAOPOBMY HECKONBbKO AHEW Xoawun
3a4yMUMBbIA M NOYTU HE 3aHMMAsICs CBOMMU KHUIFaMMU.

ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa nepBas npuwia K HeMy npocuTb npoweHusa. OHa
yyBCTBOBasa cebss BMHOBHOW Mpea MyXeM 3a To, 4To ockopbuna ero, HoO
BMecCTe C TeEM e, BUHOBATOW, Ka3anocCb, UYTO Tenepb Hukmnta ®€noposuny 6bin
6onee yem Korga-nnbo He nNpaB nNpea Hek, 3a CBOW MbIC/IN U MOCTYNKWN.

OHu nomupunucb. OAHAKO KHA3b HUKUTa BuAes, 4To AyLWeEBHOE COCTOSHue
XXE€Hbl HE WU3MEHWNOCb Mocne NpUMUPEHUs, 3aAyMUYUBOCTb HE mMcuyesna C ero
nvua, U OH He BEepHYNCA K CBOMM KHuram. OH Tenepb NOAOAry waran wm3
KOMHaTbl B KOMHATY, He crewa, He TOpPonsCb, U YacTO 3ax0AuN K CbiHY, Urpan
C HUM U 6bI1 0COH6EHHO NACKOB U HEXEH.

- TolTOMNHO M pe g o0 Tbe 340 M Npowaewbca C AOMOM, — 3aMeTuna
ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa.

OHa onATb 6bls1a B CBOEM COCTOSIHUM YrHEeTEeHUS.

BONKOHCKMI, He OTBeTMB, TOJIbKO BHMMATESIbHO MOCMOTpPeNn Ha Heé, n OHa
BMAENa, YTo OH MOHSAN, YTO OHa XOTena CKkasaTb BMecTo "npea oTbe3goMm" -

"npen cMepTbio", HO yaepXkanach.



B KoHUe KOHUOB KHA3b HukuTa yctynun xeHe. OgHako, cnmasa 3a o0benom, oH
nocne AONAroro MosiYaHmsa ckasan, kak 6bl Aymas BCNyx:

— Ecnn 6bl Tbl 3HaNa TONbKO, YTO Mbl TEPSIEM, YTO Mbl TepsieMm!

Ha ppyron e peHb Hadanucb cbopbl, a yepe3d aBe Hepenn BonKOHCKue
yexanu B lNeTtepbypr.

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa 0XwWna, TOYHO BCE nMpexHee BEPHYOCb K Helr, n cbopbl
B AOpOry, cama nopora, HeCMoTps Ha Bce eé HeyanobcTBa, npuesa B CTonumuy,
pasoyapoBaHMe el, Kak ropoaoMm, euwé HeyCTPOeHHbIM W Adaneko He CTosb
NbllWHbIM, Kak Boobpaxana ArpadgeHa [leTpoBHa, BCTpeya C poOAHbIMU,
3HaKOMCTBA, — BCE 3TO NPOLUSO, KaK CHACTIMBOE CHOBUAEHME.

BonkoHckn 6yaTOo CaM OXWMBWICS, CNOBHO Ternepb U OH Obll cornaceH, 4To

Tak AencTBUTENbHO byaeT nydue.

IT B METEPBYPIE

He ctano mMmnepatopa lleTpa, 1 MeHWNKOB Npu NOMOLLW rBapann BO3BEN Ha
npecton ero cynpyry EkaTepuHy. Ha pocCMMCKOM TpoHe B nepBbin pa3
nosiBMNachb XeHLWWHa, caenaBlasca camoaep)XaBHo rocyaapbiHen. KoHeuHo,
3TO 6b1710 KpynHoe cobbiTne n 06 NCTOpMYECKOM BaXXHOCTU ero BnocnieacTsBum
6b110 N, BEpoATHO, byaeT ewé MHOMO HanMcaHo; 0AHAKO OHO BOBCE HE MMESO
TaKOro 3HayeHus ANs COBPEMEHHMKOB, Ha rnasax KOTopbIX MPOM30LWIo Toraa.
HukTto He 3abotuncs o ToMm, byaeT nNM Npoaos/KeHo Hadatoe [leTpom geno
npeobpasoBaHnda, WAM CO CMepPTbiO €ro YMpET BCE caenaHHoe UM, Kak
cneacTtenme oA4HOM ero JIMYHOW BOMM, MAW HanpoTme, ByaeT pa3BmBaTbCs, Kak
He4YyTo Takoe, K YyeMy Poccusa yxe aaBHO 6blsia NoAroToBAEeHa U NUWb XAaana,
yTO6bI CTaTb Ha TOT NYyTb, KyAa BbiBes €& BeMKUA nMnepaTop.

Onsa nmopen; 6bIBLUMX CBUAETENSAMM 3TOr0 CObbITMS, HEMUHYEMO CMELLUNBAIUCH
NNYHble UX MeslIKue UHTepecbl C TeM, 4YTO NpoMcxXoauMno W 4YTO WUMeno
ncTopuyeckoe 3HayeHue. MaBHbIM 06pa3oM TyT BaXxHO 6bL10 ANS HUX, Kak
MMEHHO CaMM OHM NONAAYT MoA NOAHSBLUYIOCS BOJSIHY — 3aX/1€CTHET NIM OHa UX
WM NOMOXET BbIN/bITb, 06Was xe dpopMa BOSHbI OCTanacb, pasdyMmeeTtcs, AN
HUX He3aMEeTHOoK. SCHO CTano, 4YTo 3HadyeHne MeHLWMKoBa, CWUJIbHOrO Mpu

MeTpe, Tenepb eweé YyBEMUYUTCA, WU OH, CYACTIMBLIA 6anoBeHb CyAb6bl,



npobmBWNINCA U3 HeuU3BeCcTHoCcTn, 6yaer, 6e3ycnoBHO, MEPBEHCTBYIOLWNM
NVNLOM.

CTapuHHble pyCcCKMe poabl, B 4uUCAe KOTOpbIX CTOSAM [OnuubiHbI W
[lonropykoBbie, OKa3asncb HefOBONIbHbIMU. Takxe MHOro 6b1/10 HEAOBOJIbHbIX
M cpeau UYMHOBHMKOB, KOTOPbIX MEHLWKOB, 3aHATbIM rNaBHbIM 06pa3oMm
BOWCKOM, 3abbin mnu obowén. HenoBonbHble, COEAMHASACb, Mano-rnomMany
CTanu KpUCTaNInM3mpoBaTbCa B KPYXKKU, U M3 HUX obpasoBanacb napTus
BEJIMKOro KHA34 leTpa, AecaTuneTHero cbiHa uapesuya Anekced eTpoBuya.

MMa uapeBuMya C ero HecyacTHOK cyabbo W YyrnopHbLIM, MOSYaSIUBbIM
NPOTUBOAENCTBMEM HOBLUECTBAM OTUA SBWIOCb Tenepb Kak 6bl 3HAMeHeM
NPOTUBHOIo MeHLWWKOBY nareps v aenasno BeJIMKOro KHA3s NMUOM, C KOTOPbIM
HEBOJIbHO COEAMHANNCL HaaexXAbl HeAOBOJbHbIX. K TOMY e BeSIMKUIA KHA3b,
KaK €AVMHCTBEHHbIM NMOTOMOK MYXCKOMO rnojfla U3 BCero Lapckoro poga, umMmen
ropasgo 6onee npaB Ha KOpoHy, 4yeMm EkaTepuHa, n BCe MOHWMManNuU, 4To
XEHLUMHA MoKa TONbKO yCTpaHwuna pebéHka OT mpecTtosia, HO YTO HacCTaHeT
BpeMs, Korga 31oT peb&HOK BbipacTeT.

Ons BONKOHCKMX BCE 3TO NPOM30LLI0 Hapsaay € xsonotamm 06 yCcTpomncrTee mx
AOMa, KOTOopblM  OHWM cTpounin  cebe Ha  BacunibeBCKOM  OCTpoBe
(MMNepaTopcKnM ykasoMm 6bIs10 3anpeleHo HaHuMaTb noMmelleHns). KHA3b
Huknta BCE caenan Ang XeHbl: rnepeexan Ha XWTbE B CTONMUY, OTAenan Tam
AOM, HEeCMOTpS Aaxe Ha TO, YTO A/ 3TOro NMpuULLINIOCbL BOUTUM B AOAMN, HO He
XOTesl U3MEHWUTb CBOW TMPUBbLIYKU W MO-NpPEexXHeMy OCTanCad HentauMbIM,
HecoobWMTENbHLIM, XOTS Aan KHarmHe ArpadeHe nonHyw csoboay
nocTynaTb, Kak en 3abnaropaccyanTcs.

YMHasa, oOTAMyHO ob6pa3oBaHHas W BNageBWwas HECKOSIbKUMU  A3blKaMu,
KHAMMHSA cKopo cobpana B CBOEN NOCTUHOW LeNbli KPYXXOK, B KOTOPOM CBOMMMU
noagbmn ctanum 6biBaTb Yy Heé YepkacoB, KabuHeT-cekpeTapb, CeHaTop
HeneanHcknin, Becenosckuin, lMawkoB, Erop MBaHOBWY, COBETHUK BOEHHOWM
konnermnsa, wn A6bpam T[leTpoBnd [aHHMGanN, W3BECTHbIN MPUOANKEHHDbIN
NOKOWHOro rocypaps, ero nobumey apan.

KHarnHa cpasy cymena noctaButb cebs B MNeTepbypre n He notepsnachb TaM.

CHa4dana oHa He cpa3y Morna onpeaesnunTb, 4Yero en cneposano, CoO6CTBEHHO,



A0BUTLCA M KOro AepXaTbCs, HO BCKOPE MOJSIOXEHME BbISCHUIOCL caMo cobolto.
Benuknii KHA3b — ewé pebEHOK; HYXXHO 34eCb 3apyuyuTbCs U MensIeHHO, HO
NPOYHO CTPOUTL CBOE 34aHue. PaHO MaKM no34HO OH B30OWAET Ha npecTtos, n o6
3TOM-TO BPEMEHW HYXHO AyMaTb M paccymTbiBaTb Ha Hero. CecTpa BenIMKOro
KHA38 HaTanbs AnekceeBHa He TONbKO ApYyXXHa ¢ 6paToM, HO MMeeT OrpoMHoe
B/INSIHME HA Hero: BOT NyTb, KOTOPbIA AOBEAET K XXEeNaHHOW uenu.

N ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa okpyxuna cebs noabMu, NPOTUBHLIMU MEHLUMKOBY, U
caenanacb LEHTpPOM roka ewé Hebonbloro Kpyxka, cobupaslerocs B eé
rocTMHON. BCkope B 3TOM rOCTUHOM nosiBUACA MaBpuH, BoCnuTaTeslb BEIMKOIo
KHA3S.

Anpenb 1726 roga 6bin 6ecnokoHbIM MecsaueM B leTepbypre. [lBe Heaenu
He cobupancsa yxe BepxoBHbIM TaWHbLIM COBET, rocydapbiHa 6bina
BCTpeBOXeHa MNOAMETHbIMM MWUCbMaMW, W NO roOpoAy CHOBa XoAwun Chnyx,
BMPOYEM, YyXe He pa3 HampacHO BO3HWKaBLUWK, HO TEM He MeHee Bcerja
NnpoM3BOAMBLUMI Bre4daT/eHne, O TOM, 4YTO KHS3b Muxaumn Muxannosuy
FronuublH ABUHYCA Ha NeTepbypr co CBOEK YKPAUHCKOK apMUELD.

Kak Bceraa, korga nwoasiMm 4to-HMbyab O4YeHb XO4YEeTCs, OHM OXOTHO MpuaaroT
BEPY W 3HA4YeHne BCEMY, YTO Masno-MasibCKM COOTBETCTBYET UX XeflaHUAM, TakK
n Tenepb MHoOrnme B [leTepbypre AymMann, 4YTO OHWM HAKaHYHE BENUKUX
CO6bITUI, N BbICYMTBLIBAAW NO ManbuaM WaHCbl 60pb6bI.

- W3BonbTe BCMNOMHWUTbL, - Kpu4yan BecenosBckuih B rocTmHoW ArpadeHbl
MeTpOBHbI, — KTO Y H U X eCTb?.. ToncTton rpad — Xopowo, AMpakCUH — HY,
reHepan-agmupan, Aa Beab CTap, ctap A0 TOro, YTo BCE paBHO YTO HUYEro; n
ocTatTca MeHWwmnKoB Aa repuor MNoAWTUHCKNNA.

- A BeAb KaKyl BOJIO repuor-to B35 — U B COBETE CMAMUT, N Yyepe3 Hero BCEé
MOET, — BCTaBwia BosikoHcKas.

- Y10 nogenaeTe, KHArMHA? — oTBEYasn en, pa3Boasa pykamu, HeneamHckun. —
OH - MyX CTaplien A0YKKN eé BenmyecTBa; He CTaHeTe Xe CrnopuTb C HUM! — n
OH HacMewnmBo ynblbHYyNCS.

- [la cam MeHWMKOB yXxe npeaynpenun sac, — Bo3pa3un BecenoBckuin, Kak
6yaATO Ha caMOM Aene-To OHU cobumpanucb yxe CnopuTb C repuoroM. — OH He

MOXXET NPOCTUTb EMY NpPEAATENILCTBO B COBETE.



- Tak, 3HauuT, Yy HUX YyXe NOowWaM pa3MosBKM B cepene? - 3aMeTun
HeneauHcknii, cHoBa ynbibasce.

- B TOM-TO M aeno, - noaxeBaTun BecenoBckuii, He 3aMeyasi, 4yTo TOT
YMbILWWEHHO YMOMSHY/ cepefy, MNOTOMYy 4To TawHblil coBeT cobupancs
06bIKHOBEHHO NO cepeaaM.

Ho ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa NoHsana n ynblbHynacsb.

MaHHMbGan cmaen no ceoeMy O6bIKHOBEHMUIO B Yy, Ha CBOEM W3NHO6NEHHOM
MecTe, C Kpenko CTUCHYTbIMWU Ha rpyau pykKamu, M Mondan, uspeaka ullb
BCTAB/IAS CBOW 3aMeyaHus.

- Hy, a ®eodaH, - ckaszan oH, — 3TOT NoHeBosie 6yaeT Ha MX CTOPOHE.
Bennkuin KHA3b eMy He npoctuT "lMpasay Bonm MoHapwen".

- YT10, uTO?.. Q®eodaH? - onATb 3aropauunca Becenosckuii. - A pgeno
Mapkenna? HblH4Ye Mapkenn obBuHseT ero B lNpeobpa)eHCKoM KaHuensapuu.
HeT, oH He cTpaweH!

- 'Bapausa, reapavs cTpawHa! — kak 6bl Npo cebsa nporosopun Yepkacos,
XOAMBLIMIN MO KOMHATE C Cepb&3HbIM SIMLIOM N ONYCTUB rOS0BY.

Ho ans BecenoBcKoro, BUAMMO, HE CYLLECTBOBAsI0 HUKaKNUX NpensaTCTBUMN.

- A yKpauvHCKasa apMumsa? — BOCKIMKHYN OH. — KHA3b Muxaun Mwuxannosud
ABUHYNCS, N YX Ha 3TOT pa3 OHO BEPHO.

- [la, KaxeTcs, YTo ABUHYNICA, — noaTBepAnn HeneanHcKuii, — nopa emy...
ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa, Ao0BONbHAas, 4YTO B €€ paoMe WUWAET Kak cnepyeTt
cepbé3Hblil pa3roBop, cuaena, yaobHO NMPUCIOHUBLLUNCE K CMIMHKE AMBaHa, WU,
onobpss ynblbkon rocren, urpana BeepoM, KOTOPbIA, MO MNPUHATON ewé B
MutaBe Moae, 6611 BeCb MNOKPbLIT aBTorpadamm BblAaLWMXCA Nuu.

- Abpam lNeTpoBuny, — obpaTtmunacb oHa K NaHHMbany, — Bbl AO/IKHbI MHE TOXe
HanucaTb Ha Beepe 4YTo-HUbyab.

- Ecnu Bbl MeHS npu3HaeTe AOCTOMHbLIM, — OTBETW/ C MOK/JOHOM apan u
ynblbHYyncs ceommu 6enbiMu, poBHbIMK 3y6amu.

AbpaM leTpoBuY 6bls1 OUEHb HYXHbIN AN BONKOHCKOW 4YenoBekK, TakK KakK OH,
npenogasas, Nno rnopyvYeHuto rocyaapbiHM, MaTteMaTuyeckne Haykum BeMKOMY
KHS310, CUMTANICS B YUMCNEe ero HaCTaBHMKOB U BIN3KNX K HEMY Nul,.

B aT0 Bpem4 Nlaken fonoXxun o npuxoae lMNawkosa.



MawkoB BOWEN B FOCTUHYI, KaK CBOM 4enoBek, M, MNO340pOBaBLINCbL, C
ynblbkor nopan ArpadeHe [leTpoBHe TrpsaA3HbIA KNO4YOK rpybon 6Gymarwy,
CNOXEeHHOW B BUAe nmucbMa.

— DTO 4YTO? — CNPOCKNA KHAMUHS, OTCTPaHASACb N 6pe3rnnBo NogHNUMAs pyKMu.
- [domkHo 6bITb, NOAMETHOE NMUCbMO, — 06bACHMA MMawkKoB. — A ero y Bac Ha
Kpbl/ibLe Hawén.

- BOT Hawnn, Kyaa noakuabiBath NUcbMa! — 3acMesncsa BecenoBckun.

- AX, 3TO, AOJIXHO 6bITb, O4YEHb MHTEepecHO! - ckaszana ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa,
BCE-TaKM He Kacadcb nucbMa. — MNMpoutmTe Xe ckopee!

MawkoB pa3sepHyn 6bymary n crtan ymtaTb:

"sBecTne petaMm Poccuinckmm o npubnmxkatowencs nornbenn PoccUmncKkomy
rocyfapcrtBy, Kak npu ogyHoBe Haj uapesBmnyeM [AMUTPUEM YUMHEHO: NMOHexXe
KHA3b MeHWMNKOB UCTUHHOINO HacneagHuka, BHyKa lleTpa Benukoro, npecrona
y>Xe NWNA, @ NoCTaBAsAT Ha LapcTBo Poccuinckoe kHA3s MonwTtbiHCKoro. O,
rope, Poccusa! CMOTpKM Ha NOCTYNKU UX, YTO Mbl 4aBHO NpoaaHbi!”

- A Beab 10BKO coctassieHo! - 3aknwumn lawkos. — Ha Hapoa Moxer
noaemncTeBoBaTh.

— JTiobonbITHO, KTO 3TUM 3aHMMaeTca? — cnpocun Yepkacos. — BuaHo, 4Tto
yesioBeK He NpOCTOoMN.

MNMawkKoB CMAM MUCbMO U, NOAONASA K Neyke, bpocun ero Tyaa.

- A Bbl 3HaeTe HOBOCTb? — CMPOCKMA OH, MNOBOpayMBasiCb Ha Kabnyke u
3ax/I0NHYB 3aC/I0HKY. — PabyTuH npuexan.

pad PabyTuH, KOTOPOro yxe HEeCKO/IbKO BPEMEHM CO AHS Ha AE€Hb XAanu B
MeTepbypre, 6b1n1 nocon Kapna VI, umnepatopa pMMCKO-HEMELKOIO.

nasa ArpadeHsbl NeTpoBHbLI 3abnecrtenn, n MU0 OXMBUIOCH.

— Tak 4TO X Bbl MOAYMUTE A0 CUX MOP W He CKaxeTe? — 3aroBopwuia OHa,
npuasurasacb K crony. — Korga oH npuexan? OTKyaa Bbl 3HAaeTe 3TO, KTO BaM
ckasan?

- Cam Bupen, cenvac, egyum K Bam. [loM eMy npurotoBuan y MOLUKOBA;
npoesxato — BMUXY, 3eNéHas KapeTa CTOUT; raayku, Kyyepa — ToXe B 3eNeHb
c 6enbiM opeTbl; Hu4yero, kKpacmeo. Crnpocun, KTO npuexan, — roBOpST:

Pa6YTMH... BELWW €ro BbIHMMan.



- M MHOro Bewwen? — oceegoMuncst Becenosckun.

- [a, nspagHo.

ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa 3aayManacb C TOpXeCTBEHHOM ynbibkown Ha rybax.

- lMpune-xan! — NpoTaHya oHa.

— A OTYyero Bbl TaK UHTepecyeTecb UM, KHAMMHA? — cnpocun lawkoB. — A He
3Han, a To 6bl Nnocnewunn coobWmTb NepBbIM AEOM...

- [la Kak Xe He MHTepecoBaTbCA? — HanepepbiB BCEM KPUKHYN BecenoBckui.
- Beab METp AnekceeBndy, CO CTOPOHbI CBOEW MaTepu, — POAHOM MNEMAHHUK
aBCTPUNCKON mMmnepaTpuubl, — 3Ha4YnT, PabyTnH 6yaeT Ha CTOpOHe BEIMKOro
KHA34, a Beab 3T0 — cuna!l

— Xopowo 6bl C HUM 3HAKOMCTBO CBeCTM nobnuxe, — 3aMeTun HeneanHCcKun.
- YT0 X, 3TO MOXHO, 9 AyMato, BOT Yepe3 Abpama lMeTposmya nnm MaBpuHa,
- nporosopwua YepkacoB, CHOBa 3axX0AMBLUMK MO KOMHaTe.

- MoxHoO ewé nerye n npowe, — ckazana ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa. — B nepsbin
Xe pa3s, Kak PabyTunH 6yaeTt y MeHs BeyepoM, A npuriawato Bac K cebe...
Yepkacos NPUOCTaHOBWUCS; OCTasbHble, Kak 6bl YAWUBNEHHbIE
HEOXMAAHHOCTbIO, MOCMOTPESIN HA KHAMMHIO, U OHA HAMBHO ornsgena ux,
TOYHO roBops:

"Hy pa, PabyTuH 6yneT y MeHs, U TYT HET HU4Yero yamBmuTebHOro".

Ha apyron »xe aeHb BeCTb 0 npuesae PabyTuHa pa3Hecsacb No BCEMY ropoay
M OTOABUHYNA Ha BTOPOM MJiaH BCE OCTalibHbl€ TOJIKMU.

FopoAcKkue pacckasbl M nepecyibl Cnefunu yxe Moyt 3a KaXabiM Larom
aBCTpuinckoro nocna. Kasanocb, y3Hanu BCO NOAHOMOTHYK: KakKoB OH coboto,
CKOJMIbKO Y Hero nnatbsd, CAyr Kak OH AepXuT cebs — mn Bce 0T3biBbl 6bLn
6naronpuaTHbl. BNpoyeM, 04HOro HE MOI/IN y3HaTb — CaMoe rflaBHOe — 3a4yeMm
asuncsa PabyTtuH B lNMetepbypre?

B npuABOpHbIX KpyXKax roBopunun, kKak 6yato noa cekpetoMm, HO Ha CaMoM
Aene >enas, 4tobbl OHO CTano rNacHbIM, YTO aBCTPUNCKUMA MNOCON npuexan
ANa 3aKiodeHns gorosopa eé Benuuyectsa C ero UapCcKMM BesIMYeCcTBOM
OTHOCUTENIbHO TYpPEeLKUX U UHbIX Aen, obwmnx anga oboux rocyaapcrts. Ho atoro
6b110 Mano. Y Hac 6bi1 cBOM npeactaButenb B BeHe — JIOTMHCKWI: OTYero oH

He MOl 3aK/1K4YnUTb AOroBOp?



Crann cnegutb 3a PabyTuMHbIM, K KOMY OH noeaer M C KeM CBeAér
3HAKOMCTBO.

PabyTnH, TOTY4ac No CBOEM npwuesae, Obln NPUHAT rocyaapbiHEN YaCTHbIM
obpa3oM, npexae TOPXECTBEHHOW ayAueHuun. 3aTteM OH 6bln Yy BENUKOro
KHS39 W ero cecTpbl, NoToM ob6bexan BaXHbiX nepcoH B [leTepbypre,
6e3pa3nnyHo, K Kakor 6bl NapTum OHM HU NpUHagNexanun, Ho y MeHLWwnKoBa
6bl1 HapaBHe C APYrMMU, HE BblAEIUB €ro 13 Yymcna rnpoymx.

Y Kpblibla AOMa KHAMMHWM BONKOHCKOWM TOXe Buaenu 3enéHyl Kapety
aBCTPUMNCKOro nocna.

KHa3b HuknTa, nepecensicb B yroay XeHe B [leTepbypr, HeB3106UA 3TOro
ropoga, TOHYBLUEro, Kak eMy Kasanocb, B 6osotax. OH Tak W He Mor
oTAenaTbCsa OT TOrO YXACHOro, TSXXENOro BrnevyaTt/ieHusi, KOTopoe Mpou3Besnn
Ha Hero, — Korga OHM noAabe3Xxanu no TOonkKon, rnyboko 3acacbiBaBLUEN
Konéca, gopore K lNetepbypry, — o6e3o0bpaxkeHHble TNeHWUeM Tpynbl NowWwanen,
BaNSBLUMXCA NO CTOpOHaM 3TOW pgoporun. [oxanuveasi, MpadHas, cbipas
netepbyprckas BecHa Bcerga OKa3sblBana Ha Hero yjgpydatwollee nencrseue.
MpubnmxeHnsa 3Toro BpeMeHn OH XAan C BHYTPEHHUM 6e30TUYETHBLIM CTPaxoM.
OH 3Han, 4To BecHa He obonaérca ansa Hero 6e3 CcTpawHbIX roNoBHbIX 6onen,
KOTOpble aKKypaTHO MOBTOPS/INCL Y HEr0 M My4Yuau, TOYHO Kakne-To TBEpable
NoAYLKN HEYMOJIMMO CAaBNMBaAN €My BUCKU U 3aTbIS1IOK.

BONIKOHCKOMY, KOTOpbIM CTpagan Tenepb 3TUMM CBOWMMWU rosoBHbIMKM 6onsMu,
6bin10 He go PabytnHa u He o ero npuesga. OH yxe Heaenun NoNTopbl He
BbIXOAMN U3 CBOEW KOMHaTbI, raAe cmaen, Nnoaxas HOrM, Ha AMBaHe, B XanaTe u
C o06Bs3aHHOM TEnMsbIM MJAaTKOM, Hamnogobme Yanmbl, TroJ0BOKO -
€AVWHCTBEHHbIM CpeACTBOM, KOTOpPOe NOMOraso emy.

ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa NpuBbIK/A K FONOBHbIM 6019M MyXa, 3Hasa, YTO OHMU
NponayT, YTO €My HYXXHO TOJSIbKO OTCMAETbCSA CO CBOMM MJIaTKOM Ha rosiose, u
He 6ecnokonnacb. OHa 4acTo 3axoAuna K HEMY M CnpawmBana, He HYXHO Nu
yero. Hukmta ®EpopoBuy - ecnm 3710 6bLJIO BO BpeMsa npuctyna 6onm -
06bIKHOBEHHO Maxan pyKot, 4YTobbl OHa ywna, uin — Korga emy 6bi1o nerue
— Aenan O4HOCNOXHbIe BOMPOCHI, N KHAMMHSA caauiacb M pacckasbiBasa eMmy.

— Tbl 3HaeWwb, — 3aroBopuja OHa B OAMH U3 TaKMX MPOMEXYTKOB, — K HaM



cloaa npuexan aBCTPUUCKUIKA MOCNAHHUK PabyTuH. OH HYXXEeH MHe... U O4YeHb
Aaxe HyXeH, — nobasmna oHa, 3annHasChb.

BonkoHckni, 605Cb noweBenbHYTb FOI0BY, NOKa3an rna3amMmuy, YTo NOHMMaeT
3TO M Ha BCEé cornaceH. Ha camomM xe aene eMy 6b1710 pelwnTenbHO BCE paBHO.
- Hy, Tak BOT, — npoaomkana ArpadeHa leTpoBHa, — OH yXe 6bin Yy MeHs
YTPOM, U MHe HYXHO cAaenaTtb A8 Hero Beyep, NpuUriacutb CBOMX — 3TO
Heobxoaunmo.

OHa ocTaHoBMNACb M BOMNPOCUTENIBHO NOCMOTpPEia Ha MyXa.

OH, He aBurascb, Mon4arsn, rnasamm TONbLKO cnpawmusasa: "B YéM xe geno?"

- [a a9 He 3HalO, Ka KT e 6 e? Teba 310 He obecnokonT? Bnpoyem, Beab Mbl
bynem paneko ot Tebs, B rOCTUHON, U Tebe HMYero He 6yaeT CNbIWHO.

- AX, noxanywncra, 4to X MHel.. noxanyncra! - C TpyaAOM BbIrOBOpWUN
BONKOHCKMI M1, MOYYyBCTBOBAB OT ABWXEHWS pPTOM npuctyn 6onum B ronose,
3aKpbla rnasa n 601e3HeHHO CMOpLLMI LWEKN.

- Y70, ONATB? — TUXMM, COBONE3HYIOWMM LIEMOTOM CMPOCUIA XKEHA.

OH TONIbKO MaxHy PyKOK M 3acToHarl.

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa OCTOPOXHO, Ha LbINOYKaX, Bblla U3 KOMHATbI.

Beuep KHAMMHKM B 4ecTb PabyTuHa yaancsa Kak Henb3sa nydwe u 6bin BrnoaHe
bnectawmm. Cbexanocb noytn non-fetepbypra, n B ropoae 3abecnoKonINCb
W 3aroBopwan O TOM, 4TO MOrsio 6bITb obuwero Mexay ArpadeHon lNMeTpoBHOMU
n PabyTunHbIM, KOTOpPbI, BUANMO, OTHOCKIICA K HEWN OYEeHb BHUMaTesbHO. Mano
TOro, nocne Beyepa OH NpoAos/Kan YyxXe 3anpoCcTo MocelaTb KHATMHIo, U
6onbHOM Hunkmnta ®EQ0opoBMNY, Ha CBOM OBbIYHbLIN BONPOC XeHe, KTO 6bln y Heé
CerofHs, 4vawe u vawe cran nony4yartb oreeT: "lpad PabyTtun!" - Tak uTo,
Korga HakoHel BonkoHckui oTcupencs oT csBoen 60ne3Hn un Bbiwen wu3
KOMHaTbl, 3TOT aBCTPUUCKUIA MOCMAHHWUK, O KOTOPOM OH Chblwan To u Aeno,
6blN yXXe U eMy NHTepeceH.

- [lo3HaKOMb e MeHsi C TBOMM PabyTuMHbIM, — cCKa3an OH XeHe, K eé
YAWUBNEHUIO, MOTOMY YTO OYEHb peaKo MHTepecoBasiCsl TeMU, KTO H6biBan y Heé.
N B nepsbli pa3, kak npuexan PabyTwH, oHa nocnana AoM0XUTb 06 3TOM
MYXY.

Huknta ®EnopoBuY noyemy-To coctaBun cebe noHsTne o rpade PabyTtuHe,



KakKk O CEMENHOM 4yenoBeKke, npuMexaBlleM C BaXXHbIM MopyvyeHweMm, ropaom u
CMOTPSALLMM HECKOSIbKO CBbICOKa, HO YMHOM W 6biBasioM, C KOTOPbIM, MOXET
6bITb, 6yAeT NHTEPECHO NMOroBOPUTD.

N3 Bcen "komMnaHmn" cBoen XeHbl OH wbun 6becepoBaTb TONMbKO C
MaHHWMb6anoM ga nMen HeKoTopble CHOWeEHUs C BecenoBCKMM, KOTOPbIN yepe3
cBoero 6pata, npoxuBaswero B JIOHAOHE, AOCTaBaN KHA3K0 KOM-Kakne KHUMN.
OnHako, BoMas B TrOCTUHYK ArpadeHbl [leTpoBHbI, OH yBUAEN, 4TO
HacToswmn PabyTnH BOBCE He MOXOX C BUAY Ha Toro PabyTuHa, KakmM OH ero
npeacrtasnsan cebe. 3To 6bl1 MONOAOM YeNOBEK, CTPOMHBLIA N U3ALWHbIA, C
KpacuMBbIMWU, HEXHbIMM 4YepTaMum nmua U M3bICKaHHbIMM MaHepamu. OH Tak
JIOBKO BCTan M MOK/OHWIICS, TaK JIOBKO cuaen Ha HEM 6enbin rpoaeTypoBbIn
dpaHuy3CckMin KadTaH C 3eNEHbIMM OTBOPOTaMM M TaK KpacuBo Ha ero 6enom
WENKOBOM KaMm3o0Jie siexkana 3esiéHas OpAeHCKad JieHTa, YTO KHA3b Hukuta
HEBOJIbHO CMYTW/ICA W TMO4YYyBCTBOBaJ, 4YTO OTBblK OT obwecrtBa 3TUX
bnecTawmx CBETCKMX NAeN, N noxanesn, 3a4eM eMy 3axXoTeNoCb 3HaKOMUTbCS
Cc PabyTuHbIM.

pad, NOKIOHMBLINCE BONMKOHCKOMY OCOBEHHO BEX/IMBO, MPUYEM, OAHAaKo,
6bIN10 ICHO, YTO OH KJlaHseTCa TakMMm o6bpa3oM He MMeHHO BonKoHCKOMY, a
NPOCTO MNOTOMY, 4YTO MPMBLIK TaK KNaHATbCA BceM 6e3 uCKA4deHus, — cen
AOBOJSIbHO pasBsA3HO B Kpecno K, obpatuBwucb K ArpadeHe [leTpoBHe,
NpoAosIXKan HayaTblM C HEKD pa3roBOp O CBOMX Brne4daTtneHusx B MeTepbypre.
PabyTuH rosopun no-gpaHLy3CKM C HECKOJIbKO XYAO CKPbIBAEMbIM HEMELIKUM
aKUEHTOM W HEenpaBMNbHOCTAMMU, HO XWMBO W OCTPOYMHO. BONKOHCKUMN
3aMeTusn, 4to PabyTuMH 3HaeT, 4YTo ero pas3roBOp XMB W OCTPOYMEH, U Kak
6yaTo cam cnywaet cebs. DTO eMy He NMOoHpaBuoCb. He noHpaBuiacbk Takxe
KHA310 HUKUTe Ta yu4TUBO-NpUINYHas pa3Bs3HOCTb, C KOTOpPOtO rpad, noaxas
HOMM B LWENKOBbIX, JIOBKO 06XBaTblBaBLUMX €ro KpacuBble WKpbl 4Yynkax, u
Kak-TO CBO60OAHO AepXa TPEeyrofibHYyK LWAAny C MblWHbIM MepoM, CMOTpen
npssMo B rnasa ArpadeHe [leTpoBHe, B 3TWU MUNble, AOporne Ans KHA34
HukuTbl rnasa, cBeTUBLUMECS A0 CUX NOP ANA HEero Sinwb OAHOro CYacT/IMBOK
ynblbkon. Buammo 6bino, 4to PabyTuH nNpuBbIK CMOTpETb TaK Ha BCex

XOPOWEHbKUX XEHLWUNH U, cob6CTBEHHO roeops, HUKTO HE MOl 6bl npunapaTbCd K



HeMy 3a 3To, HO HuknTe ©®EéQOpPOBUYY HenpuAaTHO 6blN0, Kak CcMen 3TOT
KpacuBbl, 4yxon, bor 3HaeT, 3a4yeM npuexaBwMi MOIOAOM 4YenoBek
OTHOCUTLCA K € I 0 ArpadeHe [leTpoBHE, KaK KO BCSKOW XOpOLUEHbKOM
XEHLMHe.

BonkoHCKMIA 3Han, 4To OHa 6blna xopowa 1 4YTo Nydlle eé He bbl1I0 Ha CBeTe;
HO NMpu 4éM xe TyT PabyTuH 1 Kakoe Aeno eMy A0 BCero 3Toro? A mexay Tem
3ToT PabyTnH cmesincs, pasrosapwuBan, WwyTua u 6bin O4eHb A0OBONEH coboto,
kKak 6yato BCE&, 4TO OH penan, 6bI10 O4YeHb XOpowo U HeobxoamMo U
AOCTaBNA0 HEN3bSACHUMOE yaA0BOIbCTBME ArpadeHe lNeTpoBHe.

Huknta ®égopoBuy nocrapascsa nommaTtb eé€ B3rns4, HO OHa He cMoTpena B
ero CTopoHy. [lpaBaa, OoHa HM pa3y He B3rNsgHyna u Ha PabyTuHa, HO
BO/IKOHCKOMY yXe Ka3anocCb, YTO OHA HApPO4YHO AeNaeT 3TO B CMYLLEHUU, XOTS
OH 3Han, 4to ecnm bbl oHa nocMmoTpena Tenepb Ha PabyTuHa, — OH, HukuTa
®énopoBund, He oTBeTUN bbl 3a cebs.

HepnaBHue ronosHble 60nn 6blnM TOMY MPUYMHOM, MM NPOCTO BONKOHCKMM
OTBbIK OT 3TOro obpalleHns MonoAblX N0AEN, HO TOILKO OH YyBCTBOBas, YTO
€My HeCcTeprnmMoO NpPOTMBEH U3SAWHbLIA PabyTMH C ero neHTom M 3enéHbiMu
MKpaMK, N 4YTO OH He MOXET OCTaBaTbCs AONblUe B 3TOW rOCTUHOM, HO BMecTe
C TEM N HW 3@ YTO He YUAET U3 He€, HM 3@ YTO He OCTaBUT U X OO4HUX.

OH cumpen, CTUCHYB 3ybbl M 310 YyCTaBUBWWCbL Ha PabyTuHa, KOTOpPbIN
HECKONIbKO pa3 3aroBapuBas C HWUM, HO KaXAblh pa3 nony4yan TakKoun
OAHOC/IOXHbIA OTBET, YTO NepecTtan obpawartbCcs K KHA30 HukuTte.
BonkoHckas Buaena coctosiHMe Mmyxa u 6osnacb, 4Tobbl OH He HaroBopwun
PabyTunHy nepsocren.

- Y10 Cc TO6OW? - nNporoBopuaa OHa HaKOHeW, Koraa eé TrocCTb,
pacK/aHSaBLWKUCL, yexarn.

KHA3b HuMKUTa TONBKO Tenepb, OCTaBWWCb OAMH C XEHOK W BUAA €€ no-
npexHeMy Munoe nmuo, Nnpuwén B cebst 1 ONOMHUACS.

- Hunuero! - otBeTnUN OH, NpoBeas pykKon no ronose. — Huyero... TONbKO 8 K
3TOMy PabyTuHy Hukoraga 6onblue He BbinAgy.

C aTOoro AHSA BONMKOHCKUIM Ka)XAbl pa3, KakK y3HaBas, uYTo Yy ero »eHbl 6bin

PabyTunH, 601€3HEHHO MOPLUM/ICS M HE paccrnpalinBan o HéM.



YacTble noceweHuss MOSI0A0ro, KpacuBOro WMHOCTPaHHOro rpada B aome
BONIKOHCKOM HEMMHYEMO AO0/XHbl 6bIMM NoAaTb MOBOA K MepelénTbiBaHbiO B
netepbyprckux roCTUHbIX, 1 Masio-NoMany Hadana co3faBaTbCs CMETHS.
PabyTuH npuHaanexan K 4Yucny Tex AunaoMaToB, KoTopble, 6naroaaps
AaHHbIM UMM OT NpUMpOAbl CPeACTBaM, He TONbKO COCTaBASIOT yepe3 XKeHLUMH
CBOK COBCTBEHHYIO Kapbepy, HO MU YCTpamBalT MHOrMe aesna, NopyyYeHHble nx
BeAeHuto. PabyTmnH No 3ToM YyacTtn AaBHO NPMOBPEN M BbIAEPXKKY M OMbIT.
MpaBaa, CNNeTHs, ewé ryxo XoaAuBlIas M3 yCT B yCTa B BMAE AOrafok, He
mMorna powtu pno Hwukntel ©®€poposmya. Ho noasneHme PabyTuHa yxke
npuHecno B cepaue BONKOHCKOrO Kanak ropedn, KOTOPYK OH HarnpacHo
CTapancs 3arnywutb. OH NpeayvyBCTBOBAN U 3HAs, YTO CTPEMJIEHUS XEHbl He
MOryT TOPXeCTBOBaTb Haj €ro npaBAoi, KOTOpas oTBeprana 3TU CTpeMeHus,
M XoTen, 4tobbl oHa cob6CTBEHHLIM ONbITOM Ybeannacb B 3TOM, U He 6osancs Ao
CUX NOp 3a CBOE cyacTbe; HO Tenepb BAPYr, Korga oH yBuaen 3toro rpada, B
€ero aylwe weBenbHyN0Cb YyBCTBO, MOX0OXee Ha CTpaxX, U OH BMepBble OLYyTUN
pasgpaxeHue U HefOBOJSIbCTBO 3aTesiIMU XKEHbl, KOTOpble CaM Xe 1 AonyCcTul.
PasymeeTcs,, Hedero 6bL10 M AymaTb MATKM Hasah. Ho npexae eMy He
NpUXoAnsio B rONIOBY BMELMBATLCA B A€/1a XeHbl, OH NMPOCTO XAan pa3BA3KM,
yBEPEHHbIM B TOM, KaKOBa OHa byaeT, a Tenepb OH yXe He MOr OTOrHaTb OT
cebss 6eCnoKOMHYI0 MbICNb O TOM, B 4YéM, COOBCTBEHHO, 3aK/K4YaltTCsa 3TU
"nena". KoHeyHo, OH Bepwun B cBOKO ArpadeHy MNeTpoBHY, MHaye Henb3s 6blno
6bl XXNTb, N BCE-TAaKM 3TO rnynoe 6ecnoKoONCTBO My4uno ero. Ho Kak y3HaTtb U
KaK 3aroBOpUTb C Hero?

A PabyTtunH npogonxan 6biBatb. ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa nucana eMy 3arnucku um
oTnpaensfna nNpu ero nocpeacree Kakue-To nucbMa. OHa Kaxabli Beyep
noaoary cuaena y ceoero Ctosia u ucnmucbiBana 6onbwmne nuctol 6ymarn. OHa
CTana KasaTbCs paccesiHHO, 6eCnoOKOMNHO, HETEPNENNBOLD, OXKMAana Kakunx-
TO M3BECTWUIA, MHOrO Bble3Xasla M3 AoMa, He Nponyckana HUM OAHOro Masno-
MasbCKM Bblaatowerocsi cobpaHus B lMetepbypre n HECKONbKO pa3s e3guna BO
ABOpeL, K BENIMKON KHs)XHe HaTanun AnekceesHe.

HakoHel, BONKOHCKWI 3acTan XeHy TakKok, KakKok HUKoraa He Buaen eé 6es

cebs, - T a K 0 0 oHa 6biBana B nydwme MUHYTbl X cyactbsa! OHa cngena Bcs



cusitowas, panocTtHas, n 6eckoHe4yHO cyacTiuBas ynblibka 6blia Ha eé nuue.
OHa 6necTawmMmu rnasamm TOYHO BMMaacb B MUCbMO, KOTOpOe Aepxana B
pyKaX, HUYEro He crblliana KpyroMm n He Buaena.

KHA3b HukuTa 6AM3KO NoAoWwén K HEW; oHa B3ApOrHyna u 6bICTpo cnipsTana
NMUCbMO.

MHoro pa3 Hwukmta OEpopoBMY 3acTtaBan €€ 3a UYTEHUMEM CBOeu
KOppecrnoHAeHUMn, HO HUKOrga OHa He nyrasacb TakK, HUKorga y Heé He
6bIBasIo 3TOr0 CHACT/IMBOroO NIML@ U HUKOrAa OHa He npsiTana nucem.

- [Mokaxun MHe nucbmo! — BApyr nporosopwi Hukuta ®énoposud.

ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa 3acMesifiaCb KaKUM-TO MeNKUM, H € C B 0 U M,
HENPUATHbIM AN KHA39 HUKUTbI CMEXOM U, OTCTPaHMBLUMCbL OT MyXa, Kak
KOLWKa, BblpBanacb OT HEro 1 ywna K cebe B CnanbHIo.

BONKOHCKMI CTOSIN, TOYHO KTO-HMOYAb HeoXuAaHHO 60nbHO yaapua ero u
ncuyes.

Y10 3TO 6bI10 3@ NUCbMO, OTKYAa?.. M NMMCbMO N1 3TO 6b110? A MOXET 6bITh,

NPOCTO 3anncka, Ho OoT Koro? He oT PabyTuHa xe?

III PABYTUH

Huknta ®épopoBmny poskeH O6bln CO3HATbCA caM npeg Ccobow, 4TO OH
peBHYET. DTO CKBEPHOEe 4YYBCTBO HEOXMAAHHO BO3MYTW/IO €ro AyLWeBHbIN
NMOKOM, B KOTOPOM BCE A0 CUX MOP Ka3asioCb TakK SICHO U Hen3MeHHO. OH HUKakK
He npeaBuaesn BOJIHEHUS MMEHHO C 3TOM CTOPOHbI. MON0XWUM, KHA3b HukuTa
CO3HaBas, YTO ero peBHOCTb HEOCHOBATesIbHa M YTO OH HE MMEeeT HWUKAKOro
npaea Ha Heé&, MOTOMY 4YTO B 4eTblpHaAUATb NIeT ero CeMEWHOM XXU3HU
ArpacdeHa [leTpoBHa He nogdana HW Manenwero nosoga K TOMY; OH
cornawancsa, 4to peBHOBaTb 6bIJ1I0 MNyno, CMEWHO, MOXET 6biTb, HO TEM He
MEeHee He MOr JlyKaBUTb, HE MO CKpbITb npea coboko CBOE CKBEPHOE YYyBCTBO
N My4Ymnncs, ctapasiCb YCNOKouTb cebs n nobeantb aBmBLLerocs B HEM 6 e ¢ a.
Pa3ymeeTcsl, OH CKpbiBasl 3TO OT XeHbl, 4TObbl He ockopbuTb €&, HOo
ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa 6blna Tak 3aHATa, 4YTO, KasanoCb, He 3aMeyana, 4To
NpoOMCXoauT B Aylle MyXa, Kak 6yato ein 6b110 BOBCE He A0 Hero.

Bcé 3710 Bpemsa oOHa, NpuM MOCTOAHHbLIX MpWMEMaxX W Bble3gax, TpaTuna



ocobeHHO MHoOro peHer. Mexay TeM cpeactBsa BOSIKOHCKOro BOBCe He
COOTBETCTBOBa/IN TeM TpeboBaHUSAM, KOTOpPble K HUM NpeabsaBAsAIN.

N3 pepeBHU, rae BONKOHCKMA 3anpeTusi BCSKME KpyTble Mepbl, 06pok
nonydyanca Ttyro; [éTp Mwuxamnosmy B nocregHee BpeMsa npucblian wm3
MutaBbl BCé MeHblle M MeHble. KHA3b HukuTa oTkasbiBan An4HO cebe BO
BCEM, HO €ero MeyTta yaenatb APYrMM W3 CBOEro [0Xo4a He TOJIbKO He
OCyLlecTBAsIaCb, @ HAMpoTMB, HYXHO 6bl10 TaK WM MHaye MOKpbIBaTb C
KaXkablM AHEM yBeNIMUYMNBLUNECH HEAOCTaTKMW.

OHW copgepxanu uenbli WwTaT ABOPOBbLIX, Y KHAMMHW 6bIJI0 HECKONBKO Mnap
nowagen, KapeTbl, NpoBm3nsa 6bina gopora, U KO BCEMY 3TOMY HYXHO 6bln0
pacrnaaynmeBaTbCs NO cAeNlaHHOMY AN MOCTPOMKK AOMa AOTY.

KHs3b HukuTa cumtan HeobxoamMbiM genatb BCE 3TO ANS XEeHbl, TBEPAO
YBEPEHHbIN, 4YTO HacCTaHeT BpeMdA, U, MOXeT ObITb, O4YeHb CKOpO, Koraa
ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa oTkaxeTtcs oT lNeTepbypra, U OHWM yeayT HaBceraa, O4HMU,
B AlepeBHI0. DTO b6blN0 caMOe COKPOBEHHOe XenaHne Hukutbl ®énoposuya, n
MCMNOJIHEHME ero Kas3aNloCb BOBCE HE HEBO3MOXHbIM: eMy TakK He HpaBWJICHA
MeTepbypr, 4TO OH He coMHeBancs, 4to ArpadeHa leTpoBHa He MOXET He
yBuaeTb, YTO B AepeBHe nyuLlue.

OpHako noka oHa He ybeaunacb B 3TOM, HYXHO 6bI10 AaTb MOMHYK en
BO3MOXHOCTb UCMbITaTb CAMOW Ha OnbITe BCE, AaTb MOJIHYIO BOO, YTOObI OHa
camMa Hawna AypHOoe AYypHbIM. A Ana KHA39 HWKKUTblL nydwerw B MuUpe
XeHwmnHoto 6bina ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa, W, MO ero MHEHWK, 3Ta nydwas
XEHLMHA MOorfna TOMIbKO BPEMEHHO owmnbaTbCsi, HO ecnu en aaTb cBO6OAHbLIN
BblO6Op, B KOHLUE KOHLOB OHA CTaHeT HernpeMeHHO Ha Ty CTOPOHY, rae npasaa.
N OH cTapancs He OTKas3aTb el HU B YEM.

BecTyxeBbl xnUnu Bceraa 6onbwmm gomMmoM. MNMéETp Mmnxamnosumd 6anosan 4oub,
M OHa, NOYTM HUKOrAa He 3HaBWAasA HW B YEM OTKasa, HMKAK He Morsja u He
yMena BOWTU B MeNKMe pacyé€Tbl M NOHATb, YTO MOXET He bbITb AeHer, Koraa
MUX HYXXHO.

MNepBoro Mas 6bL10 HasHavyeHo KaTaHbe B leTepbypre. BonkoHckaa xotena
noexaTb C CbIHOM M 3@ HECKOJIbKO AHeW npea 3TUM npuuia K Myxy, 4Tobbl

NneperoBopuUTb O MNPEACTOsALWEM pa3BnedeHnn. Hukuta ®EnopoBuy cuaen vy



CBOEro nNWUCbMEHHOro CTOofla M NpU BXOAEe >XeHbl OTKJAOHWACS Haszaj, no
NpUBbIYKE NEepPeKnHYB Yepes CMUHKY Kpecna pyKy, B KOTOPOUW Aepykan nepo.

— Tbl 3aHAT? — cnpocuna ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa.

KHA3b HMKMTa NackoBo B3rNsiHyN Ha Heé n, ynbibascb, nokadasn rososow. OH
nwobun xerny un 6bin BAOBNEH B HE€ TaK Xe, KakKk M Ha Apyronm AeHb uX
cBaabbbl. Hukoraa He paccrtaBasAcb ¢ ArpadeHon [1eTpoBHOW, OH, BUAS
KaXkabl AeHb eé Munoe Nmuo, pewmnTesibHO He 3aMeyan B 3TOM JInLe HUKaKUX
U3MEHEHWN: eMy OHa Ka3asacb COBEpLUEeHHO TaKOK, Kakok OH yBuaen eé B
nepBbIn pa3, U OH BCcerga C OAMHAKOBOK HEXHOCTbIO U BOCTOprom nrobosancs
elo.

- [penecTtb MO, pagoCcTb! — NpPoOroBopua OH U XOTeN B3SATb €€ pyKy, 4YTOObI
nouenosatb.

ArpacdeHa [leTpoBHa Buaena, 4YTo OH B 0COH6EHHO KpPOTKO-t060BHOM
HaCTPOEHMN; HO OHa NpuWa Ans pa3roBopa, KOTOPbI HE COBCEM NOAXOAUN K
3TOMY HACTPOEHMIO, U MOTOMY Cylle, YeM cnenoBasno, MOCrnewHo npoTaHyna
MYXY pPYyKYy K rybam v nporosopwuna:

- A 9 Kk Tebe.

Huknta ®époposudy nomopwmnca. OH 3HanN, 4YTOo 3HA4YuNM 3>TU  CN0Ba:
ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa nNpuwna NpoCcUTb AEHer.

- S nonyymn NUCbMO cerogHsa OT TBoero 6aTiOWKW, — CKasas OH, CHOBAa
npurnbasce K crony u nepebupas nexaswue Ha HEM 6ymaru. - BorT,
nobasun oH, HaMas NUCbMO, — NpoYTK!..

ArpadeHa leTpoBHa B3rnsiHysna Ha 3HaKOMbIN, HEACHbIN MO4YepK OoTua U C
nepBbIX XXe CTPOK MoHsana, B 4éM ageno. MNMéEtrp Muxamnosmy nucan, yto emy
HblHYe nonoxeH 3anpeT B KypnsgHACKOM repuorctee BCTynaTb B TaMoWHUWe
yrnpaBieHUs W TaMOXeHHble cbopbl M APYrnx BCAKUX AOXOA0B, W BeENEHO
OTHIOAb HW [0 4Yero He WHTepecoBaTbCs, KpOME OAHUX MEeCTHOCTEN,
onpenenéHHbiX BAOBCTBYHOLWEN repuorvHe. >XanoBaHbs OH-Ae nony4aer
HEMHOro, Aa M He B CPOK, a NOTOMY BbICNaTb AEHEr He MOXEeT W He 3HaerT,
Koraa BbllWeT.

— A Tbl Xgan geHer ot 6aTowkKn? — cnpocmna ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa.

- KoHeuHo, xaan.



— 3HA4UT, Mbl HE MOXeM 3anjaTuTb 3a CBeyn? Y HaC UX MHOro BbILWIO, A
Benena eweé B34Tb, 3TO He06X0ANMO.
Huknta ®EnopoBuy noxan njiedyamu.
- 3epHo, Kpyna, K a X € T C 4, BbIlWN, — HeyBepeHHO npounsHecna ArpadeHa
[MeTpoBHa.
- HeT, 3epHa u Kpynbl XBaTUT eLWé, - YyTBEPAUTESIbHO MNPOU3HEC KHA3b
HukuTa.
- Hy, a Kak Xe 9 3aniady 3a NIOKOHbI? — cnpocuna Bapyr BosnkoHcKkas.
- Kakue /IOKOHbI?
- [1a no cYéTy TaM HYXHO 3anfaTuTb CTO NATb pybnen, Kaxetcs... BOT Tebe
CYET, 4YTObbI Tbl HE AyMan, YTo 4 Nry.
Huknta ®EnopoBuY, KOTOPbLIA BOBCE WU HE AyMan, YTo OHa JIXKET, B341 U3 pyK
XXeHbl 30/510TO06pe3Hy0 6yMaxKy, Ha KoTopon 6bl1o 4YETKO M KpacuBO
HarnucaHo:
"LLIET, KONIMKOE YMCIO caenaHo NpPo CUATENbHYH KHAMTMHIO N MUOCTUBENLLYIO
rocyaapbiHio ArpadeHy [leTpoBHY, KHAMMHIO BOMKOHCKYID, JIOKOHOB U
npoTyero KamepaMHepoMm eé nMrnepaTtopckoro sesndecrtsa lNetpom BapToToM.
®eBpang 8 gHA 8 MasibIX MalKapaTHbIX JIOKOHOB 25 p.
MalkapaTHble Xe Typeukune AnHHble Bonockl 10 "
®asopuTtosB 8 nap 16 "
4 WTYKM AONATNX BONOC 8 >
2 NOpPYYKM MasieHbKUX OJIUHHbLIX 32 >

3a nepenpaBKy JIOKOHOB 12 >

Ntoro 103 p.

Pierre Wartot".

BonkoHCKMIN, NpOCMOTPEB CYET M HaMmopLwue Nob, ctan, npuaaBnneas, TepeTb
€ro, TO4YHO Yy Hero 4yecasocb TaM BHYTPWU ros10Bbl.

- Kak e 3T0? — nporoBopun oH HakoHeu. — 3Haewb, ArpadeHyLuka, 3TO BCE
yepecuyp — Tak Mbl HE MPOXMBEM, NOXaNyun.

- AX, onaATb Thbl 3a crTapoe! - 3aroBopuna, HauyMHasa yxXe BOJIHOBATbCH,

ArpadeHa MeTpoBHa. — Ckonbko pas s Tebe roBopuna, YTo Mbl XMBEM TakK



CKPOMHO, KaK TONIbKO MOXHO! Tonibko ¢ @ M 0 e Heobxoamnmoe... Beab He Mory
Xe 1 He 6bITb OKpYy>XeHa 06CTaHOBKOW, COOTBETCTBYOLLEN MOEMY MONOXKEHUIO?
— CBEpKHyB rnasamm, gobasmna oHa.

- [a BCé-Takm MOXHO 6bl COKpaTUTb KOe-4To.

- YT0, UTO COKpaTUTL? Thl CKaXxu, Hy, HazoBu!

- [la 9 He 3Hal... HY, BOT XOTb AN Muwu onaTb HOBble GaliMaku Kynunau;
HY, 3a4eM eMy CTonbkKo 6awmakoB? — cnabo Bo3pasnn Hukmuta ®Eénoposuy.
ArpadeHa [lNeTpoBHa paccepamnacb 3a TO, UYTO OH TaK CKOpPO Hawén CBOM
npuMep u, AépHYB nMnJsedamun, oTeBeTwna: "Beab He BOAUTbL Xe MHe ero
6ocmkoM?" — 1 OTBepHyacb, HeAOBOJILHO HaayB rybku.

BONKOHCKMIM AaBHO MPUBbLIK K MaHepe XeHbl 0TBeYaTb, Korga oHa cepaunacs,
BCerga npeyBennumBasl CnoBa [rOBOPUBLUMX C HEK, W MNOTOMY TOJIbKO
YKOPU3HEHHO TUXO NPOU3HEC:

- ArpadeHylika, Hy, Koraa e s rosopusi, 4tobbl Tbl BOAMNA ero 60CUKOM?
Koraa oH rosopun "ArpacdeHylwka", BCE WNO ewé HMYero, HoO Npu BTOPOWN
nonosuHe ero ¢dpasbl ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa BApYyr obepHynacb K HeMy U
HepBHO, C BHe3anHoO noaHsswetocs 3510601, 3arosopuia, TOPoONsCb Ci0BaMu,
TOYyHO 6o0dnacb, 4To cepaue nponaét y Heé paHblue, YeM OHa KOHYUT
roBOpUTb:

- [a 4TO 3TO Thbl BblAyMan 4YnTaTb MHe HACTaB/IEHUS, CNOBHO KTO Aan Tebe
npaeBo? A - He 6aTpayka, He noanas tebe paba, a1 He B HeBone y Tebs... u
cama MOory MMeTb CBOK BOJO... ECin Tbl cmamwb B 0AHOM MeCcTe U HUYero He
Xo4yeuwb Aenatb — Tak 9 He Mory Tak. lNoHMMaelwb, 9 Xo4y n éyay aAenatb, UYTO
MHe HpaBuTbcA... [a, BOT uTo! He HYXHO MHe TBOMX AeHer, C/bllUlb, He
HY>XXHO! — BCTaB yXe C MeCTa U BO3BbICMB r0/0C, cepannacb OHa U, He Hanas,
YTO CKasaTb ewé, CKOPbIMWU WaraMmn Bbilla U3 KOMHAaTbl, XJIONHYB ABEPbLIO.
Huknta ®EQOPOBUY rPpyCTHO OMYCTU/1 HA PYKW rOJSIOBY U 3adyMarncs.

DTW BCNbIWKK XEHbl, Ka3zaBlunecs Kak 6yaro 6ecnpmynmHHbIMM, 06bIKHOBEHHO
00 rnybuHbl aywun oropyanu ero. Ho oH Bcerga crapancsa o6baCcHUTL Ux cebe
n, pasobpas nNoapobHOCTM, BCerga Haxoawn posib NocnenoBaTeNlbHbIX NMPUYMH
W onpasabiBan cBo ArpadeHy NeTpoBHY.

OOHaKO CKOMIbKO OH HU AyMan Tenepb, HUYero He Mor HanTKn B onpasaaHme



CerofHsilUHEN BCMbIWKW. [NaBHOE, OH He 3Haj, MOo4YeMy >XXeHa TaK CKOopo
paccepannacb M NoyeMmy rnpuwna yxe pasapaxXEéHHOKW, rotoBas BCTPeTUTb
uenot 6ypeto Mmanenwee Bo3paxeHume.

OueBMAHO, Yy Heé 6bl1I0 4YTO-TO CBOE, CKpbIToe OT Hukntbl ®EéaopoBuua,
BOJIHOBaBLUEe €&, 4yero OH He 3Hajl, U He BMNoJIHE eWé nobexaéHHbIN
HeAaBHMN 6ec CHoBa NPOCHYJICA B HEM.

BonkoHCKMIM BCTan u3-3a ctofia v 6bICTPbIMM LLAramm 3axoaun nNo KomHarte.
O6a oHu Tenepb - ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa Ha CBOEW MOSIOBUHE, OH Yy cebs B
KabuHeTe, - 4yBCTBOBaJIM, 4YTO MOCCOPWINCb, WU HUKTO He XOoTen wuaTu
MUPUTBLCS.

KoHuunca neHb, U Ha Apyroe yTpoO OHM BCTanM C OKpenLiew, MpUHSABLLEID
y>Xe M3BeCcTHy ¢opmy, 3n1060t0. Huknta ®EQ0pPoBMY He MOLEN Ha MOSIOBUHY
XXEHbl; OHA He nowsia K Hemy.

Hap MeTtepbypromM paspasuniacb NnepBasi BECEHHSASA rpo3a, U AaBUBLUMKA C yTpa
XKapKOK TSHXXEeCTblo BO34YyX paspsaanncss M, CAOBHO MPOMbITbIA  A0XKAEM,
6naroyxan pacnyckaBwMMUCSA MOYKaMU 3eNeHMU.

KHS3b HMKMUTA OTKpbIZT OKHO M C yAOBOSIbCTBMEM BAOXHYN 3TOT BO3AyX. Ha
Hero NoOBesNI0 CBEXECTbIO elé X0N04HOBATO-CbIPpOro Beyepa, HO 3Ta CBEXEeCTb
6bina npuaTHa, n Huknta ®énoposny, 06710KOTUBLLUMCL Ha MOAOKOHHMUK, CTan
CMOTpEeTb Ha pacCTUIaBWMNCA Npej ero rnasaMmm LWMPOKUK, CBOeobpasHbIn
BUA CpaBHUTENbHO HeAABHO BO3HMKLWeEro MNetepbypra.

MN3-3a HUM3KUX  Kpblll HACKOPO  YCTPOEHHbLIX Mas3aHOK  BuAHenacb
TOPXEeCTBEHHAadA, OrpoOMHasa peKa CBO€ r1afKow, 03apEHHOI KPacHbIM OrHEM
3aKaTa MNOBEPXHOCTbK, C NpodwuiemM KpernocTn, rae BbiICMAACb TOHKas,
KpacumBasi KONOKoNbHA cobopa. OronéHHble ewé paepesbs JleTHero capa
npuUYyannMBoO, TEMHOK CETKOM BbIPUCOBLIBAZIMCb Ha TepSABLUEM C KaXaon
CeKyHAOm CBOK nasypb HebocknoHe. Beuep 6bln coBCEM BECEHHWUN, He
netepbyprckuii, HanoMmHasLWwni HUknte ®EQopoBuyy Aanékyo AepeBHIO.

Y BOSIKOHCKOro OTEK HAaKOHeL, NpaBbli JTOKOTb, HA KOTOPbIM OH ynupancs, u
OH MallMHanbHO MeperHyscs Ha feBbli, HO 3TO CBOE ABMXEHWE OH 3amMeTun
NUWb NOTOMY, 4YTO 6nmMxanwme npeameTbl NepeaBUHYIUCbL Y HEro Hamnpaso.

Tenepb bor 3HaeT OoTKyaa Top4aBllee gepeBLe 3ac/IOHAI0 CBOMMU TOWMMMU,



rofibiMM BETOYKAMM 4YacTb KPENOCTHOM KONOKONbHU. OH NOABUHYICA ewWwé 4YyTb
nesee, N KOMOKOJIbHA MOYTW COBCEM 3acC/I0HUNACh.

"CTpaHHO! — MenbKHYNo Yy KHS38 HUKUTbl. — KakK 3TO HWYTOXHbIA Ny4oK
NpyTbeB MOXET BAPYI 3aC/IOHUTb TO, Npej YeM OH — Takoe Hu4yToxectso! — U
HEBOJIbHO Y Hero 3TO AepeBue MOJlyyusno CBA3b C TEM, HA 4YTO UeNbli AeHb
6blM Hanpae/ieHbl CerogHs ero MbiCan. — Heyxenu, — Npuwao eMmy B rososy,
— MOryT MWHYTHble Pa3MOJIBKM C XXEHOK 3aC/IOHUTb CYACTbe CTOJIbKUX JieT
CYNpPY>XeCKOWN XN3HU?"

OH 3aKpbll OKHO W MOYYBCTBOBAaJ, YTO AaBHO YyXe nepectan cepanTbCsA Ha
XXEHY M YTO cenyac Xe A0/HKEH NOUTU K HER, NOCMOTpPeTb Ha Heé, NOCMOTPETb
€N NpsiMo B rfa3a U paccMeaTbCAa B OTBET Ha eé ynblbKy, KOTOpPOK OHa
HaBepHO BCTPETUT ero.

ArpacdeHa T[leTpoBHa 6blna B ManeHbKOM KabuHeTe - cBoen nbumon
KOMHaTe, o4YeHb YIOTHOW. 34ecCb CTosna npuBe3éHHas ewé u3 Mutasbl Nérkas
Mebenb XENTOro Tonons, a CTeHbl 6bIAN pacnmncaHbl NO XONACTY GpaHLy3CKUMN
XYAOXHUKAMN, NpuexaBlnMn BMeCTe CO 3HaMeHUTbIM J1eb1I0OHOM, MO NpoeKkTy
KOTOpOro crpounca m cam oM BonkoHckux. KoMHaTa, ocBewéHHasa AByM4A
OKHamu, B KoTopble cnabo rnagenucb CyMepku yracwero AHs, 6bina
noslyTeMHa.

Hukuta ®énopoBundy, BoMas, cenyac xe ysuaen npodub XeHbl, TEMHEBLUNN
npen oaHMM m3 okoH. OHa cuaena y CBOero CTtonvka v 6blna, O4eBUAHO,
3aHATa YeM-TO OYeHb CEPbE3HO.

KHa3b Hukuta caenan war Bnepén. ArpadeHa leTpoBHa cumTana AeHbrU.
YacTb nexaBwux npea Hew 30/10TbiIX MOHET BblpaBHMBaANacb YyXe B
aKKypaTHble CTOMOYKMN, OCTasibHble — nexanun ewé 6ecnopsgoyHO0 KYUYKON.
BONKOHCKMI, npeanonarasBlini, 4YTO XeHa XAET ero NpuMUpeHus, 4to eé
cepaue TaK Xe, KaKk Yy Hero, u TakK Xe, Kak 3To 6biBano npexae, AAaBHO
npowsio — M OHa TONIbKO NepBas He Xo4yeT UATU MUPUTLCH, XAajl COBCEM
ApYroro; oH HMKaK He ayman, uto ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa coBceM 3abbifia 0 HEM
B 3TY MMHYTY, 3TO OH MOXET KakuM-Hubyab obpazoM n oM e Ww a T b en. A
Mexay TeM OHa obepHynacb, U No eé XO0NoAHOMY, HEeAOBOJSIbHOMY NuLy OH

BMAEN, YTO AENCTBUTENIbHO OHa B 3TY MWHYTY BOBCe He AyMasna O HEM, U OH



nomewlan en.

Ho oTkyaa npu BCEM 3TOM b6blIN Y HEE AeHbrn?

"Yto 3T10? [onr, caenka, npogaxa Kakumx-Hubyab Bewen? PabyTtuH!"
BCNOMHUN Hnknuta ®éqopoBun.

N Bapyr HebbiBanoe 6ewleHCTBO OXBATMNO BCE ero CyLlecTBO; OH 3aapoxan
BCEM TEeNIOM — N He CBOMM, CAABJIEHHbIM FOJI0OCOM MPOrOBOPWII, YYBCTBYS, YTO
He OH caMm, HO bec BnageeT uM:

- OTKyAa... oTKyAa AeHbrn?

ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa BCTana, onepaacb pyKow Ha CTON WU, BbINMPAMUBLUMUCL BO
BECb POCT, BbICOKO 3aKMHYB roflI0BY, FPO3HO OTBETUNA:

- AT e 6 e Kakoe geno Ao atoro?

EE€ nuuo 6b10 McKaxeHo 35106000 M rOpAOCTbIO W OTTaskKMBasno OT cebs
Hukuty ®énoposuya.

- Y10? Kakoe MHe geno?.. MHe? A Takoe MHe [eno, YTo A 3Hak, OTKyda 3TU
AeHbrn! — OH BCE 6onblwe n 6onblue 3aabixancs, ero cepaue 6mnocb 4o 6onum
CWUNbHO, FpyAb cAaBuacb, CI0BHO TUCKAMWU. — 3HAt0, YTO OHWU OT PabyTtuHal -
BAPYI BbIKPUKHYJT OH U, YNaB B KPECNo, 3aKpbl IMLO pyKaMu.

OH He NOMHUAN yXe, 4yTo roeopun n genan. OH 6091CA OTHATb PYKK, OTKPbITb
rnasa nm NOCMOTPETb, YTO C XXEHOK; OH He MOoHMMas, KaK SA3blK NOBEPHYNCH Y
Hero HaHecTMn en 3To ockopbneHue, U He Mor coobpasuTb, UYTO AOJIKHO
CNy4YnTbCs Tenepsb.

Ho ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa oOcCTaBasiaCb COBEPLIEHHO CMOKOMHOK, BCE Takxke
OnepLINCb PYKOK Ha CTOA U ropAo 3aKuUHYB rosioBy.

- [a, ot PabyTtuHa... "Bbl" yraganm! — nogreepaunaa oHa.

KHA3b HUKnTa oxunpan BCcero, HO TOJSIbKO He 3Toro. OH OTHSAM pyKU OT nvua U
OCTAHOBW/ICS Ha XeHe gonrmMm, 6ecCMbICNeHHbIM  B3rNsS40M  CBOUX
NOMYTMBLUMXCH, HEOObIKHOBEHHO WMPOKO OTKpbITbIX rnas. Ero nmuo crano
n3xenta-6negHbIM, 1 rybbl NOCUHENN.

"ocnoan, 4To € HUM?" — MenbKkHYNOo Yy ArpadeHbl NeTpoBHbI.

N Baopyr npaBas weka KHA38 HWMKUTbI 4acTo M CyJOpPOXHO 3aapoxana, Xuia
Ha NeBOW CTOpOHe LWen CTaHynacb, POT APOrHYyn W CKPUBWACH, nNaeyun

3axoamnm MesiKoro Ll,p06blO, N KUCTU PYK HEYAEPXKMNMO 3aMOTa/INCb B pa3HblE



CTOPOHBbI.

CMaTeHne, CcTpax, packassHMe W >XasnocCTb, FlAaBHOE - >aJsioCTb, OXBaTU/IN
ArpadeHy lMeTpoBHY, M OHa, 3abblB yXe CBOK ropaoctb, obuay wn 3n06y,
KMHYacb K MyXy.

- Mwunbii... pogHown... noroan! Yto Tbl? - nporoBopwusa OHa rosioCcoM, B
KOTOPOM 3BYy4ana HenoaaenbHas HeXHOCTb. — Boabl Tebe, nocton!

OHa npuHecna MyXy M3 crnasibHM BOAbl, 3acCTaBwusa ero BbiNUTb U, NOJIOXNB
€My Ha njeyn pykKu, CMOTpesia Ha Hero UcnyTaHHas, HO cHoBa Nwbuewas n
NOTOMY MO-MpexXHeMY rnpekpacHas.

KHa3b HukuTa Taxeno abiwan. Cygopor B vue y Hero yxe He 6b110, TONIbKO
PYKW B34parneanu.

OH cununcsa ynblbHYTbCS M YCNOKOUTLCSA. EMy 6b1510 AOBONBLHO B3rNs4a XeHbl,
eé 1ackoBoro cnoBa, 4tobbl BHOBb MOYYBCTBOBATb PafoOCTb U XU3Hb.

- [1a 4yTO Thbl TakK... YTO? — cnpocuna ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa. — Hy, ckaxu B C &,
yTo C To6010 6bIN0?

OHa cena MyXy Ha KoneHa 1 obHsina ero o4HOK pykot. CNOKONCTBME NOYTH
BEpPHYNoCb K Hemy. CBoMM 4yBCTBOM nt06BM, KOTOpOEe HMKOrga He
obMaHbIBano ero, OH yxe 3Hasj, YTO XXeHa HW B YEM He BMHOBATa npej HuM,
yTo BCE 06bsAcCHUTCHA, U ero ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa OCTaHETCA 4uCTa, Kak
npexae. OH nocTtapancs noapobHO pacckasaTb €W BCe CBOUM TpeBoOru
nocnegHux AHen, coobwmn o nucoeme M o0 PabytuHe. MNMpu yNnoOMMHAHMK 3TOMO
MMeHU OH 6bls1I0 CHOBa 3aBoJIHOBasCs, HO ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa nepebuna ero
BOMPOCOM:

- [1a Tbl 3HaelWb, 3a4eM OH npuexan B Netepbypr?

— [0BOPSAT, UTO 3aK/I04YaTb KAKON-TO AOrOBOpP.

BonkoHckas ynblbHynach.

- [a, 3To TakK roBopsT, @ Ha CaMOM gene oH 34ecb, 4Tobbl XNonoTaTh 3a
BEJINKOro KHA3S.

- [MeTpa Anekceesnya?

- Hy pa! Buanwb nu, - 3arosopuna ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa, — nmnepartpuua
XO4YeT caenaTb HacnegHuuerw npecrtona oAHY M3 CBOMX Aodepen. [epuor

FONWTUMHCKUIA, MYyX CTaplueil uapeBHbl AHHbl [eTpoBHbI, BXOAWUT Tenepb B



Mesnb4yanwme noapobHOCTM npasBfieHuns, CNOBHO OGyaywmn cynpyr 6yaywen
rocygapbiHn. OHM XOTAT 060NTK BENNKOro KHA34, Hy, a 3TO He Tak-TO Nnerko,
— Y Hero ToXe eCTb NpefaHHble Nau, Aa U CO CTOPOHbl MaTtepu OH — POAHS
Fambyprckomy AOMYy; 3Ha4uT, 415 3TOro AOMa BeCbMa BaXHO, YTOObl pyCcCKui
NpecTon 3aHuMano nuuo, Haxoasiweecs B 6/7M3KOM poAacTBe C HUM. Bot
aBCTpPUNLbI U NOCNanu...

- N Tbl B uncne npefaHHbIX NOAEN BEIUMKOMY KHA310? — cnpocun HukuTta
dEénopoBny.

- JTO - cTapas wuctopusa; 6pat Anekcem yxe AaBHO B CHOWEHUU C
aBCTPUNCKUM ABOPOM, eLlé c Tex Nop, Kak B BeHe ckpbiBancs ot ceBoero otua
uapesuny Anekcen lNMeTpoBuy.

— 3HauuT, Bbl UrpaeTe B pyKy aBCTpumuam?

- Kak, B pyKy aBcTpunuam? — BcTperneHynacb ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa, BCTaBas
oT Myxa. - Xenatb, 4uTtobbl B POCCMM ULApCTBOBas KOPEHHOW pPYCCKUM
rocyaapb, €AWHCTBEHHbIA MYXCKOM MNOTOMOK POMaHOBbIX, POAHON BHYK
nMnepartopa, U BCEMWU CUNaMU MPOTUBOAENCTBOBATb BOLEAPEHUID XXEHLUWUHBbI,
POXAEHHOM OT MHOCTPAHKM M Bblllellen 3aMyX 3a MHOCTPaHLA Xe, KOTOpbIi
npuaét n 6yaet rocnoAcTtBoBaTb Haj HaMu, — MNO-TBOEMY 3HAYUT UrpaTb B
pyKy aBcTpuiuam? [lyCTb aBCTpuiLbl Ternepb MNOKa MOMOralT HaM C uX
PabyTuHbIM, @ NOTOM yBUAUM ewé, 6yayT M OHM UMETb BO3MOXHOCTb CeCTb
HaM Ha welo.

BblpaxeHune xeHbl "aBCcTpunubl ¢ U X PabyTuHbIM" 6b110 0OCO6EHHO MPUATHO
Huknte ®EqopoBunyy.

- Ho 3aueM xe Tbl 6epélb OT Hero...

- JeHbrn? - nepebuna ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa. — 3aTeM... 3aTeEM, YTO Y HacC MUX
HeT, 3aTeM, YTO OHW HaM HYXHbl, U 4yTo 6opbba 6e3 peHer HembicinMa. S
CMOTPIO Ha 3TW AEHbrn, KakK Ha cpeactBo 6opbbbl 3a 6naroe geno. 2To BCE
paBHo. OTeu B MutaBe 6pan AeHbrn gaxe y eBpeeB, Korga OHu eMmy 6biin
HY>XHbl... 1 6epy y aBcTpunues. MNMpuaET Bpemsa — n otaam!

- MocTon!.. Ho npn 4éM xe TyT Tbl? OTUYEro Xe Tbl ABNAELWbCA KAKUM-TO YyTb
He rfaBHbIM NNLOM 34ecCh?

— [NaBHbIM — HET, — CKPOMHO OnycKad rnasa, HO CaMoA0BOJIbHO YJ'IbI6aF|Cb,



oTtBeTuna ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa, — @ O4HMM U3 IMaBHbIX, MOXET 6blITb.

- KakunM ke 310 o6pasoM? [1na Yyero Hy>KHO BCE-TakKM UMETb MONIOXKEHME, HY,
XOTb Npu ABOpeE.

- 5l ero yxe uMeo unnm BCE paBHO 4YTO MMerl! — OTBEeTW/SIa OHa WU, OTKPbIB
CpeaHuUI [WKUK CBOero CToaukKa, AocTtasna OAHO U3 feXaBluX TaM NuceMm. -
NMpouecTb? — NyKaBo Wyp4 rnasa, Cnpocusia oHa Myxa.

- [la Hy! — HeTeprnenMBo NMporoBopwusa OH.

N ArpadeHa [lNeTpoBHa, 06bACHMB, 4YTO NMUCbMO OT bpara Anekces, cTana
ynTaTb.

"Kak k PabyTuHy oTcroga naHo 3HaTb, — nucan Anekcen MNeTpoBuY, — Tak U K
BE/IMKOMY ABopYy, Aabbl OH, PabyTuH, MHCTpyKTUpoBaH 6bln cTapaTbCs O Bac,
yTo6bl BaM Npu rocyaapbiHE BEIMKOW KHSXKHE LLecapCcKoro BbicoyecTBa obep-
rodomMencrepmHom 6biTb. Bbl M3BOAbLTE C YMNOMSAHYTbIM PabyTMHbIM O TOM
CTapaTbCs; 4YTO Xe KacaeTCs MeHsl, U S HaMepeH noTepneTb AouAaexe Bbl
HarpaxaeHue CBO&, UMH obep-romencrepuHbl, nonyunte, nbo HarpaxxageHue
MO& 4epe3 BEHCKWM [ABOp HUKOraa y MeHs He yuaét. Cornacutecb C
PabyTuHbIM 0 cebe, TakoXae M O poauTesie HaWeM MpUNexHo ypes PabyTuHa
cTapaTtbCa u3BoNbTe, 4TO6 noxanosaH 6bln rpadom, 4yto PabyTuH nerko
YUYUHUTL MOXeT".

- ArpadeHylwka, Tak 3TO — TO CaMoe MNUCbMO? — cnpocun BONKOHCKUR,
KpacHes.

- Hy pa3symeeTtca! A Tbl yTOo Ayman?

ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa XxoTena eweé ckasaTb 4YTO-TO, HO MyX He Jan eun
AOrOBOPUTb U, BCKOYMB, CTan LenoBaTb eé.

- Tak 3710 Tbl 6yaewb obep-ropmencrepuHon npu Hatanbe AnekceesHe?! —
NporoBopus OH HaKoHel,.

- Hy Aa, npu cectpe Be/IMKOro KHs3s.

BonkoHCcKkas cusina n BCNeACTBUE COCTOSBLUEroCs MPUMUPEHUS C MYXEM, U
BCNeACTBME pPAAOCTHbIX Hadexn, KOTopble Tenepb, NpW pasroBope O HUX,
CHOBa B3BONIHOBaNu eé. OHa 6blla UCKPEHHE paja M el 3axoTesiocb YBUAETb
COUYYBCTBME B MYXe, el 3aX0TeN0Cb, YTOOblI U OH paaoBasiCsi BMECTe C Helo.

Ho HukuTa ®ERopoBMY TONbKO YyNblbancs XeHe, Kak y/blbaeTcsl B3pOC/bii



yenoBeK, CMOTPS Ha BOCTOpr pebéHka, BOCXULEHHOrO, MOJSIOXWUM, TEM, 4YTO
€My y[anocCb COCTPOUTb U3 YypOK BbICOKYIO 6allH0. TOYHO Tak Xe, KaK KHA3b
Huknta He Mor 6bl MCKPEHHE OoropynTbCs, ecnm 6bl 6awHs 3Ta pa3Banunacb
BO BpeMs MOCTPOMKMK, WAN pafoBaTbCs, Koraa oHa 6biia cnoxeHa, — TOYHO
TaK XXe& OH He MOr pajoBaTbCs YAABLUMMCS MJIaHaM >XEeHbl UM Orop4aTbCs,
ecnn 6bl OHU He yaanuce.

- W Heyxenun Bcé 310 Tebs TewmnT? — CepbE3HO CNPOCUI OH.

- TO eCTb Kak, T e W u T? — C OTTEeHKOM 06uabl cnpocuna ArpadeHa
[MeTpoBHa.

- Hy Beab Mbl e nomupunuce! - ckasan Hukuta OEnopoBuny. — Yero xe Thl
obuxaewbca?

N oH cHOBa He fan el roBOpUTb, HayaB LlesloBaTb eé.

IV KYPNAHAOCKOE OENO
Y repuoruHu KypnaHackon AHHbl MNlO@HHOBHbI 6bIS1I0 MHOK XXEHUXOB, NOTOMY
YTO OHa 4BNgNacb OAHOK W3 3aBUAHbLIX HEBECT, MnpuHoca 3a cobok B
npuaaHoe KypnsHACKY KOpOoHY. FoBopAT, ux 66110 A0 ABajuaTn, HO cBaabbe
KaXkAabl pa3 MeLwanum noamTuyeckne coobpaxeHus.
HakoHeu, B 1726 roay sBuncs B MmtaBy MO1040MN, KpacuBbIA U NOBKWUIA rpad
Mopuy CakCOHCKMM, NpOrpeMeBlIniA CBOMMUM yCrnexaMn 4yTb SN He Npu Bcex
eBponencknx pasopax OH, nNoAAEep>XaHHbI HEe3aKOHHbIM CBOMM  OTLIOM
ABryctoM, KOpPOJIEM MONbCKUM, Mpuexan KakK MpeTeHAeHT Ha repuorckum
TUTYN U Kak xeHux. C nepBoro xe B3rngaa, C NepBoro e cfoBa repuornHsg
AHHa NouYyBCTBOBasia HeyAepXuUMoe BJIeYEHME K 3TOMY YeNOBEKY, KOTOPbIn
XOTes1 U MOI CTaTb €€ MYXEM.
Kasanocb, cuactbe Tenepb YynblbHynocb en. [NaBHOro npensaTtcTBus -
HENPEeK/IOHHOro, HeoAO0/IMMOro 3anpeTa AsAn-uMnepatopa — He MOrno 6biTb,
nOTOMY 4TO A848 Yyxe ymep. Y Mopuua 6blnl CUAbHBIM 3aCTYMHUK W
NnoOKpoBUTENbL — €ero Koposib-oTeu. CneposaTtenbHo, ecnn Tonbko Mopuua
BblbepyT B KypnsiHAUM B repuorn, HUKTO He NOCMeeT noMellaTb €€ cyacTblo.
N kypnanackmii cenMm Bblbpan rpada CakcoHckoro. Mopwuuy MOr no npasy

B34Tb 3a cebs u Tak f4onro TOMMBLUYIOCA B oAMHOYecTBe AHHY, HO BAPYr BCe



cyacT/imBble rpé3bl NCYE3al0T, MeYThbl TaloT, Kak AbiM, @ B AENCTBUTENbHOCTU B
MutaBy npuesxaet u3 [lMonbwn Bacunun Jlykny LJonropykmin n obbasBnaer
Bbl6Op He3aKOHHbIM. Mano Toro, nonyyaeTcss M3Bectme, 4YTo caMm MeHLWunKoB
yXe noabexan K KypnssHACKOW rpaHuue. OH cam 3axoTten 6biTb repuorom, u
AHHe VMoaHHOBHEe XOopowo 6biN0 M3BECTHO, YTO AnekcaHap LdaHunoBuY — He
TakKoW 4yenosek, 4YTobbl He AOCTUrHYTb TOro, 4ero noxenaet. OHa ynoxwuna
camble HeobxoauMble BELM U C O4HOI NNWb AEBYLIKON, B KOMSICKE, noexana
HaBcTpeyy MeHwwunkoBy. OHM BCTPETUINCH B Pure.

OoHako M3 3TOro CBMAAHUA HUYEro He BbIWwNo AnA AHHbl VIoaHHOBHbI. B
MNeTtepbypre 6bI10 MONYy4YEeHO MNMCbMO CBET/ENWEro Ha WMsS rocyaapbliHMU,
KOTOpOe CTano WM3BECTHbIM WM B KOTOpPOM MeHWMUKOB nucan, 4To nocne
pasroBopa C HWUM repuoruHs, ybexaéHHasa ero, MeHwWwuKoBa, AOBOAAMM,
cornacunacb, 4YTo €M HenpuanyHO BbIXOAUTb 3aMyX 3a Mopuua, "CblHa
MeTpecchl", U 4to un3bpaHue rpada B repuorn KypnsHackue nNpUUUHUT
BpeauTenbCTBO MHTEpPECaM POCCUNCKUM.

Ho noytm ogHOBpeMeHHO BMecTe C 3TUM NMUCbMOM npuwan B [lleTepbypr
M3BeCTMs O TOM, KaK [OencTByeT nosiBMBWMINCA B MwutaBe MeHLUIUKOB.
Jonropykun nmucan cBOMM poacTBeHHuKaM, becTyxes — godvepu. JleBeHBOMbA,
uMeBWMn B KypnsHAMM HEMano 3HaAKOMbIX M NpusaTenen, Noaydmn OT HUuX
NOCaHns C yXKacarowmmMm nogpobHOCTAMMN.

MeHwunkoB saBUACS B MwuTtaBy, cobpan no4YTM HACWUAbHO AenyTaToB
KYpNsHACKOro cemma, rpo3mn uM Cubupbto 1, CTy4da Naskow U Kpu4ya Ha HUX,
aep3ko TpeboBan cBoero cobcTBeHHOro u3bpaHusa. 'padp Mopuu Bbi3Ban
MeHwWwmnKoBa Ha Ayafb, HO TOT nNpucian B MutaBy TpucCTa congaT apecToBaTtb
Mopuua; oaHako ToT oTébuncs.

060 BCcéM 3TOM B [lleTepbypre 3aroBopunu, CTapasiCb nNpumaatb MNOCTYMNKaMm
MeHWwmnKoBa XapakKTep 4YyTb JIM He TMNOKYyLWeHUs Ha NpaBUTENIbCTBEHHYIO
B/1aCTb.

AHHa MWoaHHOBHa, noTepneBwas Heycnex B Pure, oTnpasuniacb JUYHO
xnonoTaTb B lNMeTepbypr 3a ceoero "Mopuua". OHa 3Hana, YTo 34eCb, NPSIMO Yy
rocyaapblHu, Ang KoTtopon MeHwwunkoB 6bin cuna, Bo3Beawasl eé Ha nNpecTon,

OHa, AHHa "VBaHOBHA", KaK 3Banu €€ nNpu ABOpPE, HUYEro He MOXET 3HAYUTb,



N eé HenocpeacTBEHHOE 3acCTYMHMYECTBO HE MPUHECET HMKAKOM NOonb3bl.
Hy>XHO 6bln0 AencTBoBaTb Yepes e, MMeBLUMX CBA3M M XOPOLIO 3HaBLUMX
BCe eé xoabl, 4TO6blI 6OPOTHCA C BOSEK BpeMeHLWwmnKa. Ho kK KoMy obpatntbca?
K 3aBegoMbiM BparaMm MeHwunkoBa - [JonropykuMm, TlonunubiHbIM, AHHa
NWoaHHOBHa He pewanacb, MNOTOMY YTO 3TO 3HA4YWNO CTaTb B MNpsMble
BpaxaebHble oTHoWweHMs K cBeTnenwemy. OctepMaH? HO 3TOT HeMel XOTSa U
MOXeT MHOroe caenaTtb, 0O4HAKO MOCTOSAHHO CCbIIAETCA Ha CBOW HeAyrn U HuU
AN KO0 HW4yero He penaet, Kpome camoro cebs. lMpackoeBbsi MBaHOBHa,
poAHas cecTpa repuornHu, y KOTOpom OHa M OCTaHaBnMBasiacb 06bIKHOBEHHO
B [leTepbypre, yaanunacb OT ABOpa, C Tex MNOpPp KakK Bbillaa 3aMyX 3a
"npuBaTHOro 4yenoseka" [AMutpmesa-MaMOHOBa, U HMYEM, KpOME COBETa, He
MOrsiM NoMoYb cecTtpe. B npexHee BpeMsa JleBeHBONbA MOr caenaTtb 4TO-
HMByAb, HO Tenepb OH NOTEPSN 3HAYEHMe.

- [a obpaTtucb K BONKOHCKOMN, KHArMHe ArpadeHe leTpoBHe, — BCNOMHWUMIA
HakoHel, [lNpackoBbd WMBaHOBHA, — BeAb OHa — A04Yb T B 0 e r o [leTpa
MunxannoBu4ya n MOXeT, N0 HOHELWHNUM BpeMeHaM, MHOroe caenaTb.
FepuormHsa AHHa noMmopuwmnacbk. OnaTb 3Ta ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa CTaHOBMNACh
Ha eé NyTu, HernpoweHasa, Ho, BuAMMO, Heobxoanmas.

- [la pa3Be OHa MOXeT 4T0? — cripocusa AHHa MoaHHOBHa NocC/ie HEKOTOPOro
MOSTYaHUS.

- Bo BCAKOM cnyyae, — NOsICHWNA en cecTpa, — eC/IM U He MOXeT cama
caenaTb YTO, TO YKaXeT, KaK U K KoMy 0bpaTtuTbCs.

AHHa WoaHHOBHa p[onro crapanacb OTCTpaHWUTb OT cebs HeobxoamMoCTb
exatb K BonkoHckon. Ho uyeM panbwe oHa Aymana o6 3TOM UM yeMm
cTapaTtefibHee WCKana Kakoro-Hmbyab Apyroro BbiXoAa, TEM HAcCTOM4YMBeEE
Kasanocb en, 4Yto kpome ArpadeHbl [eTpoBHbI HeT Apyroro nuua, 6onee
noaxoaawero As9 Hayana eé gena.

FepuorvHsa nobbiBana npu ABope, caenana BU3UTbl BCEM BaXXHbIM MepCcoHaM.
Be3pne eé& npuHAnM BeXsMBO, HO AOBOJIbHO CYyXO U He Aanu 3auKHYTbCA O
"nene".

OHa He Morna 3HaTb, 4YTO YyXe Hayanacb gestenbHas pabota npoTuB eé

TenepewmHero spara. [1ocBATUTbL €€ B 3Ty TaVIHy onacanmcb n3 6083HM Kakoro-



HMByAb HENOBKOro C e€ CTOPOHbl Wara, U OHa AyMana C OT4YassHWEM, 4TO
BpeMs NpoXoAuT AAapOM, M YTO OHa HUYero ewé He caenana.

- Y710 X, noeay yx! — ckazana oHa cecTpe n oTnpaBuiacb K BONKOHCKOMN.
ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa BMAena M3 OKHa, Kak y BOpPOT e€é goMa oCTaHOBMNachb
KapeTa repuorumHu, Kak C Ko3esl COCKOYMN ramayk u, npobexaB Mo syxam
LWMPOKOro ABOpa, CKpbICA B nNoabe3e.

"HakoHeu-To! — MefibKHYNO y Heé. — [laBHO nopa!"

OHa 3Hana, 4to 6yaeTr H y X H a AHHe MNoaHHOBHE M HApO4YHO 34eCb, B
MeTepbypre, roe TUTYyn "repuornvHsa" He 3HaA4YMN HUYEro, He exasna K Hewn
nepsas.

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa, oTOMASA OT OKHAa, Cena Ha AMBaH, pa3BepHYB NEPBYIO
NONaBLUYHOCS NO4 PYKY KHUXKY.

Nlaken, no 3aBenéHHOMY NOpPSAKY, [AONOXUN O rocrtbe. BonkoHckas
npoAosiKana YntaTtb, Kak 6yaTo He cnywas.

- Hy aa, npocute! — HakoHew, cka3asa oHa.

OHa He BbllWa BCTpeyaTb repuornHio, HO ocTanacb Ha CBOEM AMBaHe, Kak
6bina, U TONbKO BCTana HaBCcTpedy AHHe MoaHHOBHE, KOraa Ta BOLWIa K HEN B
KabuHer.

FepuorMHs CuabHO WM3MeHunacb Ha B3rnag ArpadeHbl [1eTpoBHbI, He
BMAaBWen eé Cc camMoro cBoero otbe3ga M3 MutaBbl. Y Heé 6blia coBceM
apyrasi npuyécka c 6yknsmu; npasaa, repuornHa genana eé cebe ewé npu
BonkoHCKOW, HO Toraa 3Ta npuyécka He 6pocanacb Tak B rasa KHArMHe, Kak
Tenepb, MOCne HECKONIbKUX fieT, KakKk OHM He Buaenucb. AHHa WMoaHHOBHa
TakXe O4yeHb NoTosicTena, u eé AMuUo CTasio COBCEM KPYr/iblM, C HECKOJIbKO
HENpPUSATHO OTBUCbLIMKU WekaMmu. lNpexae oHa ropasno 6onblwe noaxoauna K
HeMEeUKMM nepeTsaHyTbiM 6apbiHAM, KOTOpble OKpyXanu eé B MwuTtaBe, a
Tenepb, HECMOTPS Ha XW3Hb B WHOCTPAHHOM ropoae, BMAMMO, onyckasnacb U
CTaHOBMIAaCb OYEHb MOX0Xa Ha MOCKOBCKNX 60OSIPbIHb, HE YMEBLUMX OA4EBATbCS
B Yy>Xe3eMHbI Hapsaa M HOCUTb LWENKoBble pobbl ¢ Tannen. Tenepb HEMELKNI
TUTYN "repuormHa” Kak-to ocobeHHOo He Wén en.

OHa BoOWA KpacHasi, TsHXeno Ablla, M Ka3anoCb B3BOJIHOBAHHOW; OHa,

BUANMO, YyBCTBOBasfa NpuémM BoNKOHCKON.



- A 9 K BaM... — Ha4yana oHa 1 He yTepnena, 4tobbl He npmnbaBuTb "No aeny".
OTO 3HAYMNO, YTO MHaA4Ye OHa He npuexana 6bl. ArpadeHa NeTpoBHa HapyXHO
CrnokowHas, ntbesHo ynblbHynacb M, Kak BNacTb MMeLWwas, CHUCXOAUTENbHO
oTBeTuna:

- YeM MOry CiyXuTb, Balla CBETNOCTb?

" 6 Tebsa pactep3ana 3a 3T0T TOH", — nogyMana AHHa MloaHHOBHa.

- BOT 4TO, — Hayana oHa, caep>XuBas BOJIHEHME, — C/blWanun Bbl, YTO Yy HacC B
KypnaHauuv genaetcsa?

ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa AaBHO paccyuTbiBana, 4To sAsmBlIasca B [leTepbypr
repuormHs, osnobneHHas Ha MeHwwuKoBa, 6yaeT XUBbIM CBMAETENEM NPOTUB
Hero n MoXeT, ec/in eé HanpaBuUTb Kak creayeT, 6biTb O4YeHb NOJIE3HOIO.

- Cnblwana, — oTBeTUIA OHa, — 3TO — yxac!

- [la KaK Xe He yxac? — 3arosopuna repuormHs. — N3bpana rpada Mopuua...
OH MMeeT BCe npaga...

- Ho Beab Bawa CBETNOCTb YXe oTKazanucb oT 6bpaka ¢ rpadpoM CakCOHCKUM.
- Kak oTkasanacb? — BcTpeneHynacb AHHa MloaHHOBHa. — KT0O 3TO ckasan?

- NmnepaTtpuua nonyyduna ot cBeTnenwero cob6CTBeHHOPYYHOE MUCbMO, — U
BonkoHCcKas nepepana B HECKONbKUX CNOBaxX coAepXXaHue nucbma.

- YT10-07?! — BOCKNMKHYNMA repuyornHsa. — OH 3TO Hanucan?.. 2To — HenpasAaa,
3TO He Tak 6bino!.. Bbl 3HaeTe [aHunbida — SBUICA KO MHe B Pure takum,
KaKMM HuKOrga s ero He Bugena.. Hadan kpuyatb, 4TO0 Mopuy - CblH
MeTpeccChbl, YTO OH — MHe He napa... Hy, 4to X 4 morna caenatb?

- Hy, 1 Bbl cOrnacuancb ¢ HUM?

- [a He 3Hat0 - roBopun 6osnblie OH, @ g Mon4vana. HakoHel OH cKkasan, 4To
TakK U HanuweT BCE, KaK 6bino.

- A BMAMTE, 4YTO Hanmcan oH?!

- Tak Kak xe Tenepb 6bITb? — yNaBLWKWM roJIOCOM CApoCcuia repuornHs.
ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa noxana nnedamn. En Beceno 6bin0 BMAETb, KakK 3Ta
XEHLMHA ApoXana Tenepb npea Hew 3a CBOE cyacTbe, 0Xuaas nomMowun oT
Heé, camonobue KoTopon 3a4eBana B MUHYBLUKNE FOAbI.

- Y10 X AenaTb, Bawa CBETN0CTb, HYXXHO NOAYMHUTLCA BOJSe CBETNenwero, —

ynbl6HYy1acb OHa.



- Kak, noguyuvHuTbCAa? - NO4YTU KpuKHyna AHHa MoaHHOBHa. — lge X 3TO
BMAAHO, 4YTOObl NOAAaHHbLIA BepTen Tak UapCkuMM AOMOM? YTOo X 3T0? ITak,
noXxasnym, OH WU BAPSIMb He TONIbKO repuorctBo KypnsiHACKOe NOoay4YuT, HO
3axo4eT u ewé 6onbLiero.

- Hy, 6onblwero eMy HMKTO He AacTt! — MeHsas TOH, 3aroBopuna BonkoHckas,
a 3aTeM, HaCKOJIbKO 6blN10 HYXXHO, NOCBATU/IA FEPLOrMHI0O B TalHble NOAKOMbI
NPOTMB BpPEMEHLIMKa W yKaszana, C KeM M KakK [OoJ/IHKHa noroBopuTtb AHHA
NoaHHOBHa, 1 obewana en, YTo CO CBOEN CTOPOHbI cAenaeT BCE BO3MOXHOE,
4TO6bI MOMOYb EN.

HecMOTpsi Ha BCHO HENpPUATHOCTb CBOEro noceweHnsa BonkoHckon, AHHa
NoaHHOBHa yexasna OT Heé C CO3HaHMEeM, 4YTO 3TO rnocelwieHne bbI1o caenaHo
HeJapoM.

Y Mopuua CakcoHcKoro okasanucb B [leTepbypre ewé 3aluUTHUKK, WUaun,
BEpHee, 3alMUTHULbI, KOTOPbIX OH, MO BCEW BEPOATHOCTU, M He nopo3pesall.
OpaHUYyXeHKM, COCTosiBLUME MpWU LecapeBHe EnusaBeTe M BENMKON KHSXHE
Hatanuu, 6binn 6e3 yma oT noaBuroB Mopwuua, cnaBa KOTOpPOro gowna Ao
Hux. OHWM nocCTapanuCb HacTpouTb B  nNonb3y 3Toro, BAO6aBOK
OMNO3TU3NPOBAHHOIO NX (PpaHLYy3CKOo (haHTasmen, reposs CBOMX BOCNUTAHHML,
KOTOpble TakuMM o06pa3oM CO CBOel CTOpPOHbl SBWINCb HEBOJIbHbIMU
3acTynHuuamu rpada CakCOHCKOro npea rocyaapblHER.

Bce 3T noan, nutaBwine B CUY CaMbIX PasfiMYHbIX MNPUYMH HEHABUCTb K
MeHLWmnKoBY, 3alleBennaIncCb B ero OTCyTCTBME M HaYyanu ceoto paboTy.
BonkoHCcKkas c yTpa Bble3xana M3 goMa unm npuHmMmana y cebs, cyetmnaco,
aencreosana, 6ecnokounacb M BOJIHOBanacb, C TPEBOrOWM OXWAAdA, YeEM
KOHYMTCH BCSA 3Ta UCTOpPUSA, KOTOopas nMena 60blwyo BO3MOXHOCTb ycnexa.
OHa 6osinacb ewé TopXXecTBoBaTb M paaoBaTbCs, HO, NpeayYyBCTBYS nobeay,
BCé BpeMsA 6bina 0CobeHHO B AyXe M BblKa3biBana ropsavyl JIMXOPaAOYHYH
OEeATeNbHOCTb.

E€ yamenan PabyTuH. HecmoTpsa Ha TO, 4TO BCE, NO-BUMAMMOMY, LUO OYEHb
XOpowo W cBeTnenweMy 6bi1a MNoCTaBNeHa O4vYeHb XUTpas JfoBylWKa, W3
KOTOPOM OH eaBa Nun Mor yutu, PabyTuH He npuHMMan AeaTesIbHOro y4dacTtus

BO Bpa)K,Cl,e6HbIX MeHWNKoBY nNponuckax W HW4Yero, Aaxe TalHO, He



npeanpuHuMan B nomowb ArpadeHe lNMetpoBHe. CKoMbKO HW npoboBana OHa
roOBOpUTb C HUM CEPbE3HO, OH WUAM OTLWYYMBASICA, WU CCbINANCA Ha TO, YTO
MeHWwmnKoB — KHA3b CBSAWEHHOW PUMCKOW MMMepun M NOTOMY OH He MOXeT
AenNcTBoBaTb MPOTUB HEro, He MMes Ha TO MPSMbIX MHCTPYKUMA OT CBOEro
aABopa. Ho BosikoHcKas 3Hana, 4to 3TO — BOBCE HE HacToswas MnpuyMHa
noseaeHmsa PabytmHa. OHa goraabiBanacb, YTO aBCTPUNCKUIA NMOCOST NPOCTO He
BEPUT B BO3MOXHOCTb NafeHWs BpeMeHLMKa U NMOTOMY CUYMTAET HanpacHbIM
BCE HarpaB/eHHble K 3TOMY YCUNMS, KOTOPbIM OH, BMPOYEM, He Xenaet u
npotuBogencreoBatb. M ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa yamBasnacb, KakK MOXeET OH
AyMaTb TakK, Korga ycnex npeanpuatus 6bll HECOMHEHEH, W cTapanacbh
"BblBECTU" aBCTpUMLUA HA H @ C T O 9 W y 0 gopory. OHa XoTena — U OH
AO0MKeH 6bln BO 4TO 6bl TO HM CTano noayYmHuTbCca en. OHa Haxoawna ero
C/IMWIKOM MOSI0OAbIM, HECMOTPSA Ha TO, YTO OH bbl1 Ha caMOM Jene craple eé,
M TaK 6bina yBepeHa B cebe M B BEpPHOCTb CBOMX PACYETOB, 4YTO cyuTana
AO0NroM CBOUM AN Nofib3bl U 0bwel, n camoro PabyTuHa, pyKoBOAUTb UM.
PabyTnH Ha oblwecTBeHHbIX cobpaHusax 6bln Bceraa oO4YeHb BHUMATeNneH K
ArpadeHe lMNMeTtpoBHe. CHayana oH npobosan 6bi10 0cO6EHHO NpUBAN3NTLCS K
YMHOW U MWIOWN PYCCKOM KHArMHE, HO BOSIKOHCKas oO4yeHb JI0BKO cyMmena
o60oMTK 3TO M yaepxana monoaoro rpada B AOMKHbLIX FpaHMUAx, OCTaBLIMChH,
0AHaKO, B MPEXHUX C HUM OTHOLUEHUSX.

PabyTuH Buaen, 4to BCE-TakM OHa MOXeT ObiTb MofesHa emy, M MoToMy
NpoAo/Kan OCTaBaTbCA BO3/1e HeEE, XOTA UX OTHOLWEHUSA AepXXannCb YUCTOR
CBSA3bI0 OAQHMX M TEX XXe MHTEepPEeCcoB U Lenu, Yto, BNpoO4YEM, He Mellano BeCcTu
OCTpOyMHYt0 6eceny, B kKoTopon PabyTuH weronsan ceoet Nobe3HOCTbio, He
yMesl MHaye pa3roBapmBaTh C XeHLNHaMN.

Ho cobctBeHHO Ans cBoero BAO6YMBOro cepaua OH AO/MKeH 6bi1 n3bpatb
Apyron npegmer.

BonkoHckas cownacb B nocneaHee BpeMa C  Mapdon eTpoBHOM
JonropykoBon, podepbio LladupoBa, koTopas 6biia o3no06neHa npoTuB
MeHWnKoBa 3a cAenaHHble UM eé OTUY HENpPUATHOCTM M roToBa 6blna BCeMMU
cunamMm OTOMCTUTb cBeTnenwemy. ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa 4acToO BeyepoMm

3ae3)asia K Hell 1 octaBanachb, pacckasbiBad TO, B 4UEM ycnena 3a AeHb.



Nionb 6bin yxke Ha ncxoae, korga BonkoHckasa sBunacb K Mapde lNeTpoBHe C
n3BectueMm, 4YTo MeHLWnNKOBY MNOCAaH YKa3 HeMeasNleHHO BepHYTbCA B
MeTepbypr.

- Bbl nonMuTe, - cKaszana oOHa [onropykoBoW, — 3TO O4YeHb BaxHO. OH,
BEPOATHO, He MOC/yWaeTcd, W Toraa emMy KoHeu. [ocypapbiHA Tak yxe
noarotossieHa, U BCE ob6cCcTaBneHo...

HecmoTpss Ha cBol HenwboBb K MeHwwnkoBy, Mapda lMeTpoBHa cnywana
CNoBa KHAMMHU [OBONIbHO paccedAHHO. [lpasBaa, BosikoHcKas yXxe [aBHO
cupgena y Heé, M OHM, Kasanocb, 060 BCEM ycnenu neperoBopuTb U
paccMoTpeTb m3BecTMe 06 ykase CO BCex CTOpOH, HO BonkoHckon Bcé ewé
X0Tenocb roBopuTb 06 3TOM.

- Y10 37O, BaM He no cebe, KaxeTcsa? — CnNpocuna, HaKOHeL, OHa, 3aMevas
CcKy4atouiee n HeTepnesneBoe BbipaxeHue B rnasax [JosropykoBomn.

- YcTana 4, — KOpoTKO oTBeTuna Ta.

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa Hayana NpoLwaTbCs C HElo.

- Hy, oo ceuaaHus, ronybywka, gan BaMm bor n Ha 3aBTpa ycnexa! — ckasana
no obbikHoBeHUIO Mapda lMNeTpoBHa, NPOBOXas CBOK MOCTbIO A0 SIECTHULbI, a
3aTeM BepHynacb K cebe B ManeHbKyl FOCTUHYK M MOocChnewHo nogowsa K
60NbLWMM CTEKNSAHHBIM ABEPSAM, BbIXOAMBLUMM B Cad Ha Teppacy.

Ha aBope ctosnun cyMepku MoNbCKon Houn. Hebo 6bino 6e306nayvyHo, HO B
cagy, noa 4YEpHbIM KPYXXeBOM TUXUX AepeB, Ka3asoCb BCE-TakKM HaCTOJIbKO
TeMHO, 4yTo Mapda lMeTpoBHa nNpunoxuna obe pykn K CTeksly U NpMcioHunach
K HUM, 4YTObObl 3arNsiHYTb B 3Ty TEMHOTY. BCé 6b1510 TUXO Kpyrom.

JonropykoBa HecnbIlWWHO OTBOpWIa ABepb WM Bbiwa Ha Teppacy. CTpaHHas
TAaMHCTBEHHOCTb HOYM OXBaTuia €&, W OHa MNO4YYyBCTBOBasia KaKyl-TO
XYTKOCTb, TOYHO WMNHyBWYKO €& 3a cepaue. Ho oHa nogasuna B cebe
HenpuaTHOE YyBCTBO M NoAoLW/Ia K nepuiam.

B rnybuHe annen nocnblwannucb TBEpAable, BUANMO, NPUBbLIKLLME K AOpore, HO

OCTOPO>XHbIE Waru.

"B Mupe, ecTb 0AgHa NULb cuna,

FopAabli AyX noasnacteH en”, -



BMosirosioca, Kak 6ol npo cebs, rnponesna no-HeMeukn [Jonropykosa.

"To ynbibka BEYHO MUIION,

HeXxHbin B3rngaa eé oyen", —

noaxesaTua TakXe TUXWUKU rosioc U3 caja, M BCed 3a TeM Ha CTYMeHbKMU
Teppacbl nogHsanca PabyTuH.

Mapda lNeTpoBHa ABUHYNACb MY HaBCTpeuy.

- He nwobno 9 3TMX BalwKMX HOYEW, CbIpblX W MONYCBET/bIX, — 3aroBopwi
PabytnH, Bxoas 3a [1oNropykoBOoM B TOCTUHYK, KakK CBOW, KaK AaBHO
OXWAAEMbIN U XeNaHHbIN. — Tbl HE AONT0 XAana MeHa? — ¢ yNblbKOoW cnpocun
OH, CKMAblBasi CBOW nNall.

- HeT, OT MeHs TOAbKO 4YTO yexana BonkoHckass, - oTBeTuna Mapda
MNeTpoBHa, caasicb Ha Hebonbwon aMBaHUYMK. — Hy, nam cioaa, 3apascTeymn!..
OHM roBoOpu/IN NO-HEMELKMU.

- Hy, 4to X, OHa BC& 0 e r O nageHun xnono4yer? - ckasan PabyTuH,
noaxoas K JonropykoBon M cagsiCb paaoM C Helo.

- KoHeuyHO, Mbl BCe Xx/10MNo4YeM... Aefio MAET K pas3Bs3Ke.. € M Yy MNocnaH yxe
yKa3, BCE NAET KaK Henb3sa Nnydule...

PabyTuH nokayan ronoBoto.

- Hy, BOT Tbl Bceraa He Bepuwb! Y Tebs BeyHble COMHeHuUsi!! — ckasana
KanpusHbIM ronocom Mapda lMeTpoBHa. — A BeAb, KaxeTcs, BCE TaK AcHO!..

E€ BOCTOYHble, KpacuBble 4YE€pHble Trnasa 6necrenn YyBEPEHHOCTbIO WU
ynblbkon, n BCE NMUO CUSANO OCOHBEHHOK — HECBOWCTBEHHOK €BPOMNENCKUM,
HagoeBWKUM PabyTuHy, >XeHWMHaMm, - KpacoTow; TONbKO PpOT C YyTb
BblAABaBLUEIOCSA, HO OTHIOAb HEe MOpTMBLUEN €€, HWXHek Trybor, Cnoxuncs
HenoBOMbHOM  cknagkot. OHa 6blna HeaoBONbHA Ha Hero 3a  ero
npoTuBOpeYune.

- Sl yAVMBASAKOCb OAHOMY, — Cepb&3HO 3aroBopun PabyTuH, — Kak Bbl BCe He
NOHMMaeTe, YTO T € N e p b TaK XXe HeMbICIMMO NobOopOTb 3TOr0 rocnoaunHa,

KaK Henb3s OCTaHOBWUTb LENKOW TedeHue 60nbLuoi pekun. Llapuua OTAMUYHO



NOHWMAaeT, 4YTO, OTTOJIKHYB €ro, oHa BCE roTepsieT, a ec/iM U He MOHUMaeT
3TOro, TOo repuor lonwTUHCKUMA C BacceBnyem 06BACHAT en, XoTa 6bl U3
YyBCTBa caMocoxpaHeHud. Beab 1 oHM nponaayTt Toraa. HakoHew, MeHLWWKOB
CWUNEH B reapauu... A, Aa HUYEero n3 3Toro He BblNAeT! — MaxHyn OH pyKolLo.
[lonropykoBa OKOH4YaTeNbHO paccepamnnacs.

- 5 Toxe yamensacb Tebe, N'yctas, — BO3pa3uia OHa, — Tbl BOT YXe CKOJIbKO
BpeMeHu B eTepbypre u Beab, CO6CTBEHHO, HUYEro He caenan ANns BEeNKOro
KHA35, HW Jaxe A7 A0roBOopa, KOTOPbIM CIAYXWi oduunaribHOW NPUYMHOMN
TBOEero npuesga. Ckaxu, noxanymcra, 3a4eM xe Tbl Nnpuexan coga?

nasa PabyTuHa cowypunncb, U OH YnblbHYNCa, Beceno rnaas Ha eé
cepauToe yxe nuo.

- MoxeT 6biTb, nnwb ans Toro, 4Ytobbl cyabba ceBena MeHs c TOo6OM, £
npuexan ciooga, — OTBETUN OH, NpoAosnkas ynblbaTbCa U CMOTPS NpPSAMO el B
rnasa. — A BOT npuwén g Kk Tebe BoBCe He ANns Toro, 4tobbl CCOPUTLCS TeNepsb,
— N OH N1TaCKOBO MNOTSHYNCHA K Hel n xoTen B34Tb eé pyKy, HO [lonropykosa
OTAEpHYNa eé.

— Tbl 3HaelWwb, YTO S TEPNETb HE MOry 3TOr0 4YesfioBeKa, U He YCNOoKOKCb A0
Tex nop... — Hayasna oHa.

- Bcemy cBoé Bpems, — nepebun eé& PabytuH. - lNpuaét n emy 4yepén, HO
noka s AOMKEeH caenaTb HacnegHWKOM BEJIMKOro KHA38 U caenarw 31o! — ¢
OTTEHKOM HeMeLKOoro nadoca npon3HEC OH.

[lonropykoBa /1acKoBO B3rJ/IsiHY/1a Ha Hero.

- 3Haewb, NycTaB, Korga Tbl rOBOPULWbL O AeflaX, MHe BCerga KaXeTcs, 4To
Tbl CTapwe, YeM Tbl €CTb... Ho byaeT 0 Hux...

N oHW nepectanun roBopuUTb 0 Aenax.

V MPOMNOBEAb AYXA
Mpowno HeMHOro BpeMeHu — MU PabyTuH okasancs coBepleHHO npaB. To
rnyboko obaymaHHoe n obecnedyeHHoe B CBOEM ycnexe "aeno", Hag KOTOPbIM
C TakuM pBeHMeM xsonotana ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa, SIBUIOCb MYCTbIM U
B34OPHbIM, N B AENCTBUTENIBHOCTM OKA3a/l0Cb CEPbE3HbIM TONIbKO AN TEX, KTO

MM 3aHMMancd, HoO He And Toro, NpoTmnB KOTOPOro HamnpaB/€EHbI 6blnn 3TN, B



CYLWHOCTN, OYeHb cnabble, B CpaBHEHUN C €ro COH6CTBEHHbIM MOrYLLECTBOM,
ycunusa. MeHWWKOB BepHyNca M3 MuTaBbl B KOHUE WIS, U HW OAHO U3
OXWAAHWN ero BparoB He onpasaanoch.

MmnepaTpuua EkatepuHa, AOMXKHO O6biTb, NPUMBbLIKWAA K MNOAYUHEHMUIO MpPU
NMOKOMHOM CBOEM Cyrnpyre, TrOCTOSHHO 4yBCTBOBana HeobXoAMMOCTb
onuMpaTtbCs Ha TBEPAYK PYKY C HENpeK/OHHOK BOJIE, a TaKoK PYKOK
ABNANCHA, HECOMHEHHO, MeHLWMKOB, BOCMUTaHHbIM B CYpoBOK LWKoNe leTpa.

N aBCTPUMCKUMA MOCNAHHMK TMOHSAN 3TO0. [lapTuM BENMKOro KHA38 OH
06bACHUN, He Wans HU C/0B, HU U34epXeK, KakKyk cuny byaeT uMeTb OHa,
€CNIn Ha eé CTOpoHYy nepenaéT MeHWMKoB, a MeHWMKOBY MoAcCKa3an MbIC/b
BblAaTb CBOKO [A0Yb 3@ BEJINKOrO KHA38 M NepsBbln 3aroBopun o6 3ToM BO
BCeyCnbllWaHMe, Kak O Aene BeCbMa BO3MOXHOM W HUYYTb He YAUBUTEbHOM
Tem 6onee, 4To 3a XeHmxa MeHwukoBoW, Kpacasua Canery, umnepaTpuua
Xenana BblAaTb CBOK MeMaHHMUY - CkaBpoOHCKy. W BOT, no Bone
PabyTuHa, npexHune apy3bs CTanum Bparamum, a Bparu — Apy3bsiMu. MeHLWNKOB
cowéncsa ¢ lonuubiHbIM, JonropykuMm, a Tonctor, ANpakCUH U MNpPeXxHUmn
COl3HUK MeHwunkoBa, repuor [OAWTUHCKUA, OKa3anuCb €ro OTKPbITbIMU
Bparamu. K HUM NpUMKHYAK ByTypanH, 060MAEHHLIN MEeHLWMKOBbIM MO
cnyxb6e, n [leBbep, XXeHaTblh HA POAHOM CecTpe CBeTnenwero, 03/106/1eHHbIN
NPOTMB HEro 3a NOCTOAHHbIEe OCKOPHNEeHUs, KOTOpble OH HAHOCU eMY.

AHHa WoaHHOBHaA, HW4yero He pobuBwWKCL, Yyexana o6paTHO B CBOW
Kypnsanauio.

BonkoHckas cMyTunacb M notepsinacb. He nocnywaswwuiics eé PabyTuH,
KOTOpPOro OHa XxoTefna BeCcTW W HanpaBnaTb, OKasanca nocagHo M obuaHo
npas. HuutoxHas, cnabas, Kak BbIWIO Ternepb, NMONbiTka €€ nosyynuTb A0S0
B/INSAHUSA Ha BbICIMe CobbITUS Bblsla TOYHO HEeyAAuYHO NMOMNbITKOK, @ BOBCE He
CepbEé3HbIM rocyaapcTBeHHbIM aenoM. ArpadeHe lNeTpoBHe Kas3anocCb, YTO TyT-
TO N eCTb CaMOe HacTosuee, KOTOpOe TakK cpa3y, cenmyac — CTOUT NUlb
cbe3auTb croda, nobbiBaTb TaM — M NpUAET K Hen; Ho "HacTtosiwee" 6bino,
04YeBUAHO, B pyKax 3TMX MeHWwunkosBbiX, PabyTuHbIX U UM nonobHbIX, a Ansd
BONIKOHCKON, KaK AOCKOW, MPUXIONHYNNCh BbiCclMe Luenu 1 nnaHbl. OHa Morna

X/IoNoTaTb O 3BaHUM rodMencTtepuHbl cebe, o rpadckoM TUTyne ANsS oTua,



coobwaTte 6paty B KomneHrareH o TOM, 4TO aenanocb B [leTepbypre; HO
cBeprHyTb MeHwwnkoBa en 6b1s10 He Noa cuny. M Kak oHa He Mornia noaymaTb
06 3TOM paHbLue?

OHa cepaunacb Ha cebs, Ha PabytmHa, Ha [JONropykoBy, Ha BCeX, WU
HEeCKOJIbKO pa3 Nnoccopusiacb B 3TO BPEMSA C MYXEM.

Ho BMecTe C TeM OHa cCO3HaBana, 4YTo U3 Bcex eé& bnaronpustenen cambiM
CUNBbHBIM M MO 3HAYEHWUIO, N MO MONOXEHUIO 6bln BCE-Takn PabyTuH. N BOT,
BMECTO Toro 4tobbl "Bectn" ero unu "HanpasnaTb", el NpuULWIOCh yNnoTpebuTtb
BCE CBOW yCunusa ayMaTtb 06 0AHOM nUWb, YTOObI 3TOT YesI0OBEK OCTaACsa AN
Heé 6n1aronpusaTHbIM U, YAEpXXaBLWMUCb M MNOSYYMB 3HAYeHUe mn3bpaHHbIM UM
caMMM MyTEM, OKasblBaNl e N o A A € p X K y. Co3HaTbCsA, 4TO 3TO 6bINO
NpPOCTO NMOKPOBUTENLCTBO, OHA Aaxke cama npea coboro He xoTena.

Mocne cBoer HMYEM He KoHumBLIEencsa cyeTbl ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa BApYr
yBuaena, 4to y Heé CcTano o4eHb MHOro cBoO60AHOro BpeMeHu, Nocne Toro Kak
OHa MUHYTbI — Ka3as0Cb €M — He nMesia NOKoS.

OHa He TO 4YTO ynana AYyXOM, HO cAenanacb Kanpu3Ha, CKyyHa WU HEpBHO-
obugumsa. C cbiHOM OHa Bcerga 6blna nackoBa U €AMHCTBEHHO HA HEro He
cepaunacb. KHA3b HMKMTa BHUMaTENbHO Creauns 3a COCTOSHMEM eé aAyLiun, HKU
0 4YéM He paccrnpawmBan, He cTapancs Yy3HaTb BHEWHWE TMPUYUHBbI eé
COCTOSIHUA, HO eMy 6blI0 ACHO, YTO MMEHHO npoucxoamsio B ero ArpadeHe
MNeTpoBHe, 1 OH 6bin agoBosieH 3TMM. Cyabba, Ka3zanocb, cama Bena eé K ToMy,
yeMy OHa He Morsa noeeputb B cnoBax Hukutbl ®époposuya. OH Xaan,
yTewan eé, korga 6bI10 HYXHO, U TepnesmnBO NEPEHOCUST €€ BCMbIWKU "
pasgpaxeHue.

ArpadeHy [MeTpoBHY pasgpaxanu B MyXe ero CnoKOWCTBME, OTCYTCTBMUE
cyeTbl U NOCTOSHCTBO. [lpen Hew, Ha eé€ rnasax, 6binnM ABa COBEpPLUEHHO
pasfNYyHbIX YesioBeka: OAWH, KHA3b HuknTa, Kak 6yaTo HMYEro He genasLlunii
N BMeCTe C TEM 3aHATbIN Lenbli AeHb, U Apyron — PabyTuH, Bcerna Becénbi,
CaMoyBepeHHbIN, 6e33aboTHbIN, Bceraa cBob6oAaHbIM, HO "AenaBLKMA OYEHb
MHOro". Y Kaxaoro m3 HUX, Kasanocb, 6bina cBos ocobas uenb, U Kaxablh
Wén K Hen, He cbumBasicb M He cnewa. lNpn 3TOM B HUX 060OMX, KaK HU

KazaJinCb OHW pa3Jin4HblI, 6b1n10 4yTO-TO O0b6Wee - 3TO MYXCKO€E, YyrnopHoe



TeprneHne, BblAEpXXKA, MOXeT ObiTb, BOAS - o0b6uxaBlUMEe €€ XeHcKoe
camontobume. C 3TUM HEYKIOHHbIM "4eM-TO" HYXHO 6blN0 MPUMUPUTL CBOIO
rOpSsYHOCTb W MOAYMHUTBLCHA, BMECTO Toro, u4tobbl "noaumHuTb" cebe wu
HanpasnATb.

OHa 3Hana, 4YToO TaK Xe, KakK OHa MoXeT aobutbca oT PabyTuHa, ecnu
3axo4eT, 3BaHMA ang ceba nnm TuTyna Ans otua, oHa MOXET 3aCTaBUTb MyXa
caenatb Kakon-Hubyab pacxod, NMpUATU MPOCUTb K HEW MpoLleHus, Koraa,
noXxasnyu, cama BMHOBATa npes HUM; HO CaMoOe CYyTb MX AesATeNbHOCTU OHa He
B cunax bblna U3MeHUTb.

PabyTuH ein 6bin coBceM yyxon yenosek. KHA3b HukuTa 6611 MyX, KOTOpPOro
OHa ntobuna, n, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OHA HM B Y€M TaK He ropsiymnacb, TO
eCTb He cepaunacb, Kak roBops C HUM, MOTOMY UYTO HWU C KEM He MOrfna u He
yMena roBopuTb, HUYEro He yTamBas, OTKPOBEHHO — BCE, YTO eCTb Ha Aylle, —
HEeCMOTpPsl Ha 3TO, HUKTO HEe MOI eé TaK YCNOKOWUTb, KaK MYX, N HN C KEM el He
6bI1N10 TaK XOPOLLO N CBET/I0, KaK C HUM.

OHa, B 0cobeHHOCTM Tenepb, CKy4yas OTKPbIBLWIMMCA AN Heé CBOO6OAHbLIM
BpeMeHeM, 4acCTo Be4yepoM npuxogusa K HeMy, caaunacb C3agu Ha AWBaH, U
OH obopauunBancsa K Hen 1 3arosapusas, NpuUYEM Bcerga o0 YEM-HNMbyab CBOEM,
3anyTaHHOM, HO CBET/IOM N XOpOLIEM, MPOM3BOAMBLUEM YCMOKOEHME.

Torpa, Nnpu BUAE 3TOW ero 3aBasieHHOW KHUramMu, 3acTaB/IEeHHOW CKASSHKaMu U
peTopTamMu KOMHaTbl, rAe cpean NpoCTbiX CTy/b€B W CTOMOB CTOsi1l@a OAHa
MArkas KyweTka Ana Heé, — npu Buae ero Xyaoro, ¢ 6onbwmMm pTOM U
ropb6aTbiM HOCOM NMUa@, OCBELUEHHOrNO0 KaKMM-TO BHYTPEHHMM, 3HAKOMbIM U
MUNbIM € OrHEM BAOXHOBEHUSA U YNbIOKOW CMOTPAWMX B AywWwy CepbIX rnas, —
ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa nepeHocnnacb B MHON MUP, AANEKNA OT BCEro, 4to 6bino
3a pyb6exoM 3TOW KOMHaTbl, N €M Abllanocb nerye, n oHa nboBanacb CB O U
M KHS13eM HUKWUTOM, NOTOMY 4UTO 3Hana: "BoT OoH Kakum 6bin!"

Pa3 kKak-To OH 0cobeHHO noHpaBwuacsa ein. DTo 6blL1O0 Nocne Toro, Kak oHa,
Korga B Hen ynernacb nogHsTasi Heyaadew Xendb, pacckasana eMmy BCH
NCTOPUIO.

BONKOHCKMIM BbICNyWwan »>XeHy He nepebuBas, 3Has, 4YTO HYXHO JAaTb

BbIFrOBOPUTbLCA €M N YTo nocne 3Toro en 6y,qu ner4ye.



- locnoau, CkoNbKO BO BCEM 3TOM MOTPavyeHO AapoM cunbll — Korga oHa
KOH4YMMa, NporoBOpw/s OH, OTKMAbIBas Ha3ah CBOWM 6enokypble, nexasline
HenpaBuUAbHbIMKM NPSASMU, BOJSIOCbl, KOTOpble OH, MepecTaB CTpWUYb, OABHO
nepecran Takxe npATaTb Moj napuk. 3aTeM OH BCTajn CO CBOEro Mecta U C
obpagoBaHHbLIM NIMLUOM NOAOLWEN K XeHe. — 3Haewb 4To, ArpadeHywka, -
3aroBopun OH CBOMM 0cC06biM, "BHYTpeHHMM", Kak OHa Ha3blBasia, roON0OCOM,
CafsCb BO3/e Heé Ha KyLWeTKy, — S CKOJIbKO pa3 3aMeyan, 4Tto, Korga Tbl BOT
TakK NpMXoAWllb KO MHe, si BCerga uuTtar B 3TOT 4YaC MMEHHO To, 4YTo Tebe
HY>XHO, TO eCTb TO, YTO 4 MOry pacckasaTtb Tebe B OTBET Ha TBOM pacckas. ITO
BbIXOAMUT BCE paBHO, KakK BOT B TakKOM C/ly4yae: KOraa Ha 4To-HuMbyab He
Haxo4uWb OTBEeTa - BO3bMW XOPOLWYK KHUFY U OTKPOM Ha MepBOM
nonaslleMCs MecCcTe, M Bcera BblnaeT YAUBUTENbHO BEPHO, U BCE CTaHeT
SICHO.

- Hy, 0 4ém xe Tbl umTan? — cnpocuna ArpadeHa lNMeTposBHa.

— A BOT ceMyac: Tbl 3Haelb, KaK XWn cBaTon Anekcen boxun yenosek? ITO
yaneutenoHo! Ero otey 6b11 B PMe 3HaTHbIM 1 6oraTbiM nMuom. Ero HesecTta
6bina npekpacHa v M3 uUapckoro poga.. N oH A06poBOSIBHO OTPEKCA U OT
3HATHOCTK, MU OT 6oraTtcTea, U OT BCEro U yWén HUWMM B AanNéKni ropoa, rae
CTan nutaTtbCsa YyeM bor nocnan... Kak Tbl AyMaelwb, YTO TpyAHee: oTpeubcs OT
boraTcTBa M no4yecTten, KOraa OHWU yxe ecCTb, UM AOCTUYb UX, KOrga ux Het?
N pna Toro n ans Apyroro Hy>HO TO, YTO HeMUbl Ha3biBaT Energie [9] , HO
AN NepBOro Hy>XHo eé B ropasfo 6onbwen Mepe. Cnywan ganswe!l.. CeaTton
Anekcel MONUNCH, MOCTOSHHOK MOJUTBOK yroaumn Bory m cBOe XW3HbIO
cTtan m3sBecTteH. W BOT coBeplUeHHO C APYroro KoHua noAno/s3aeT K HeMy, K
ero Ayxy, T0 eCTb COeAMHEHHOMY C MJI0Tbl0, HOBOE 3EMHOE WUCKYLUEHUE — TO,
YTO NHOAM Ha3biBaOT cnasot!.. NMoHMMaewb 1M, OH AOCTUM ONSATb UHbBIM MYTEM,
yXe He 60ratcTBOM M 3HATHOCTbIO, HO JINLUEHMNEM, HULLETOK TOro Xe, TO eCTb
CNaBbl, U3BECTHOCTU,, 3HAYUT, U3BECTHbIX NOYeCTEeN, NOTOMY UYTO OH caenancs
YTUMBbIM... [MocToNn, He nepebuBan, — ocTaHOBUA KHA3b HuknTa xeHy. OH BCTan
CO CBOEro mMecra u npogosxan crosa: — U uto xe caenan Anekcen? OH ywén
OT 3TOoro cobsasHa; oH yaanuacsa cHoea B PMM 1 Tam 6bln NPUHAT B AOM OTUA,

rge ero He y3Hasiun, Kak HULWMNIK, KakK YGOFMﬁ, KaK CTPpaHHUK, OH XWnn B 3TOM



aome. Cnyrn cMesnucb, nsgesanucb Haa HUM, aaxe 6unn ero. OH MOr OgHUM
C/I0BOM, OTKpbIB cebsi 0TLy, CHOBA KaXXAyt MUHYTY NOSy4YnTb 06paTHO BCE, OT
yero OTKasancsd, W YHUYTOXUTb, CTepeTb Tex CaMbiX CAyr, KOTopble
notewasnncb Haa HWUM, HO He aenasn 3TOoro rNOToMy, YTO eMy H € HY XX H O
6b1n0 6oraTtcTBa 34€eLWHEro, 3eMHOro, NOTOMY YTO OH Tak ryboko co3Han, 4To
BCé 3TO - cyeTa: n 6oratcTBo — CcyeTa, U TO, YTO OAM HA3bIBAKOT CNaBoko, U
TO, 4YTO OHM HasbiBalOT ockopbneHnem, - BCcé cyetal.. T[llocnywawn,
ArpadeHyuwka, Beab ec/iM Halla XM3Hb He 34eCb, He Ha 3eM/e, a TyT A4 Hac
NULWb KOPOTKOE UCMbITaHMe, TO A0 Yero Mesiku, A0 Yero HUYTOXHbI MOKaXyTCs
BCe 3TU M ockopbneHusa, n 6oratctBa, U 9 He 3Haw, ewé yto. [ocnoam,
yenoBeKy AaHa Cua, dHeprus; OH MOXeT yCbiNuTb eé B cebe — 3TO peako
6biBaeT, HO 6biBaeT. 3aTeM y Hero ABe 3a4aydu: OH MOXET HanpaBUTb CBOK
CUAYy UM K AOCTUXKEHUID TOro, 4Yto TpebyeT ero Teno, UM Toro, YTo HY>XHO
ONS ero gyxa. A 4To TyT BaXkHee: Teslo UNn ayx, — AyX, KOTOpbl OAWH BEYeH,
BEYEH, BEYEH...

KHS3b HUKWTa roBopwun, ctapasiCb He C10BaMW, HO ro/I0COM, BCEM CYLLECTBOM
CBOMM nepeaaTb €M To, YTo 6bIS1I0 ¥y HEero B Aywe B 3Ty MUHYTY, U TO, YTO OH —
CKOMbKO 6bl He noabupan cnoB - BCE-TakKM He MoOr O6bACHUTb, KakK emy
XOTeNoCb, 3TUMM Y € N1 O B € 4 e CK W M 1N CoBaMn, NpuaymaHHbIMKU ANs
30€ELWHNUX, 3EMHbIX MOHATUIN N CTPEMJIEHU...

ArpacdeHa T[lleTpoBHa CMOTpena Ha ero npocBeTNeBLlee Lo, Ha €ero
packuaaHHble BOJIOCbl U AblaBly CU0OM N YBEPEHHbIM CO3HaHuMeM purypy
- n mobosanacb M. OH Bcerga 6bin 0CO6EHHO MU el B TakKue MUHYThI.

OTa 6e33aBeTHas Bepa, 3TO KakKoe-TO yBeKawllee, ropsiuiee B ero agyuwe
YyBCTBO, 3TO YMNOpHOE CTpeM/ieHne — AeNCTBOBalM Ha Heé TAauHCTBEHHO U
3arago4vHo, n 6biBanM MUHYTbI, YTO OHa 3abbiBanacb BMeCcTe C HUM, U 4YTO-TO
nérkoe wn cBoboaHOE HAYMHANO LWeEBENUTbCA B €€ rpyan, TOYHO OHa,
OTAENUBLLUNCL OT 3eMnun, 6e3 cTpaxa v Tpeneta nogHMManacb Ha BO3AYyX.
Mogyac, Korga MyX roBopuna Tak C Hew, Cnésbl HaBEPTbIBA/IUCb Y HEro Ha
rnasax, U OHa He3aMeTHO BbiTUpana U CBOU TOXEe BJlaXHble rnasa. Torga oHa
no4yTn cornawanacb ¢ HMM. HO Bceraa cnyyanocb TaK, 4YTO AHSA 4yepe3 ABa

KaKVIe-HVI6y,CI,b obcrosiTenbCcTBa, Kak HaAapoO4yHO, BbICTYNAT U YBNEKYT CBOEI



"3eMHOI0" CepbE3HOCTLIO.

Tak cny4ymsocb U Ha 3TOT pas.

Mocne namaTtHoro ArpadeHe lNMeTpoBHEe pa3roBopa OHa BCKOpe rnojsiyymna oT
oTua wu3BecTue, 4YTo MeHLWWKOB, HeAoBOJIbHbIM [leTpoM Muxannosuyem,
KOTOpPbIA, MO €ro MHEHW, HeaoCTaTovyHO noaaepxuBan B KypnaHauun ero
cTpeMneHus, o6BUHSET ero B 3n0ynoTpebneHmsax no ynpaBieHUIO UMEHUAMU
repuormHn, U Aeno 3To AO/KHO pa3bupaTbcs B BepxoBHOM TalHOM coBeTe.
BecTtyxeB nucan, 4to cam efet B lNeTepbypr, a NoKa NpocUT A04Yb caenaTb C
€é CTOpOHbI BCE, YTO OHa MOXeT caenaTtb, He oT/iaras u He Means.

ArpadeHe lNeTpoBHe 4yepe3 PabytTmHa nerko 6bi10 yCTpOUTb Aeno oTua u
BbiropoanTb ero. Métp Muxamnosud npuesxan Ttoraa B [letepbypr [10] ,
npobbln 34eCb Mecsiua C ABa W, BepHYBWMWCb B MUTaBy, 3actan TaMm Moa040ro
BupoHa, 3axBaTuBLLEro BCO CUy Npu ABope repuormHn KypnaHackomn.
HenpuatHoctu [lNeTpa MwuxannoBuya CWUIbHO MOB/UANIM Ha MaTepuanbHoe
6narococtosHue BonkoHckux. ArpadeHa lMNeTpoBHa ybeamnacb HakKoOHel, 4TO
HY>XXHO COKpaTuUTb pacxoabl. Brnipoyem, 3TKW pacxoAbl COKPATUAMUCL OTYaCTU
camm cobow. KHArMHSA cTtana MeHblle Bble3XaTb M He genana 6onblimnx
npuémos. Y Heé cobupanucb TOSIbKO MNo-npexHeMy eé apysbs. BonkoHckas,
neperoBopmMB O MHOIOM C OTLOM B €ro npuesa, NpuTuxsaa U gaxe Hapo4yHO
CTapanacb OCTaBaTbCHA B CTOPOHE, 3ab60TACh NMNWb O NOAAEPXAHUN CHOLIEHWUN
C PabyTuHbIM M 6IM3KO CTOSIBLUMMU K BEJINKOMY KHSA3K0 N0AbMU, Mexay
KOoTOpbiMM 6bI1 M MaBpuH, OBWXEHHLIN Tenepb CBOMM MOAYMHEHUEM
OcTtepMaHy, Ha3HayeHHOMY MeHWUKOBbLIM B 3BaHWM obep-ropmencrepa K

BEJ/IMKOMY KHSI310. A 3aTEM OHa pelunna BbkaaTb, YTo byaerT.

VI NOAMETHOE NMUCbMO
LWectoro Maa 1727 ropa, B [AeBATb 4acoB MOMOAYAHW, TrOCyAapbliHS
CKOHYanaceb.
Bce Mepbl 6blnM MPUHATBI, U BEIUKUMA KHA3b B3OLWEN Ha BCEPOCCUMNCKUIN
npecrton 6ecnpenaTCTBEHHO. MEHLWWKOB CTasl BEPXOBHbIM, MOJIHOMPaBHbIM
npasuTenem rocygapcrea. lOHoro mmnepartopa oH nepeBé3 Kk cebe B AOM Ha

BacunbeBCKMUIA OCTPOB.



EaBa Nnwb OKOHYMNMUCE TPEBOMM NEPBbLIX AHEN, CBETNENLWn npm3Ban K cebe
OcTepMaHa.

- Hy, 6apoH, AHApen WVBaHOBMY, MHE HYXHO C BaMM OYEHb CEPbLE3HO
NnoroBopuTb, — CKasan oH eMy, Nnpueeasa K cebe B kabMHeT 1 3anepes ABEPU.
Ha Bua Xxunbin, 60bHOM, Ka3aBLIMWCSA CTapwe CBOUX JieT MU MOCTOSAHHO
TBEPAMBLWIMA O CBOMX Heayrax, OcTepMaH Ka3sascs Tenepb Heckonbko 6oapee
06bIKHOBEHHOTO.

— YTO HYXXHO, 0 4éM, COBCTBEHHO? — CMPOCUS OH.

MeHLKMKOB TOJSIbKO YTO Mo3aBTpaKasn u, TSXKeno Ablwa, onyCcTUACsS B Kpecso.

- HyxHo 6yaeT nogymaTb O Haykax uMnepartopa: BeAb 3TO — Cepbé3Hoe
aeno.

- A pymaw, - Hadan OcTepMmaH, pasrfaxuBass CBOM CUHUWA Kam301 U
ONpaBNss KPyXeBHble MaHXeTbl, — YTO He c/eayeT crepBoHavany HaneraTtb
Ha Hero. MOXHO wucnyraTb pebéHKa HayKon, M Torga HUYEM YXe He
NPUOXOTULWb, @ TakK, MOHEMHOXKY, MOHEMHOXKY...

- KOHEeYHO, MOHEMHOXKY, — He CTOJ/IbKO COr/acusics, CKOJIbKO MOBTOPUI
nocnegHue cnoea 6apoHa MeHLWNKOB, He NepecTaBaBLUNI TAXEN0 AblaTb.

- 51 npeacTaBnlo CBOW nnaH, — npogosnkan OcTtepmaH, — M, COM/IACHO 3TOMY
nnaHy, yesuauMm... Hy>XXHO oTAaTb CnpaBeanmBoCTb [leTpy AnekceeBuYy: OH
o4YeHb Mano 3HaeT. MaBpWH TOYHO HUYEro He agenan.

MEeHLWMKOB pyKOK MaxHy.

- He HpaButca MHe aTOT MaBpwuH, OX, He HpaBuTca! — cHoBa 3arosBopwun
6apoH. — OTK NocTosiHHble cbopula y BONKOHCKOMN...

- [a-a, - noaTBepaun CBETNENWWUA, — S KOEe-YTO 3Hak MNP0 KHATUHIO
ArpadeHy - Tak, 4To 1, 30BYT e€? (OH HAapO4HO caenan BuA, YTO HE MOMHUT
nMeHn BonkoHckon) — B nucbMax y [leBbepa ecTb U €€ UMAYNbKW... HU4ero —
n3psigHble...

- [a TyT He oaHa BoONKOHCKasd, — NOJSIOXKKUM, OHAa COCTas/IgeT LeHTp, — a BOT 1
FaHHMBan, TyT MUX HecKkonbko, — Bo3pa3un OctepMaH. — OHM 3aTtesnm cC
MaBpuMHbIM O4YEHb OMACHYO LWITYKY, 3HAETe, BOT KaK ACTpebbl Kpyrn aenatoT, u
BCE yXe, yXe, a N0TOM U yAapsT B TOYKY. Tak BOT M OHM BOKPYr nmneparopa,

[la yXe AaBHO, BCE CBOW KPYru Cy>KMBaoT.



— Tak 4To X, B34Tb UX, KakK Apyrux B3anu! — BbiroBopusa MeHLWUKOB CKBO3b
CBOI OJbILLKY.

OctepMaH, nogHsAB yrnbl ry6, cMOTpen Ha CBeT/ienero HeCKOIbKO BpeMeHMU
mMonya. nasa ero ynbibanuce.

- "B3aTb", "B3aTb"! — TUXO NOBTOPWUA OH HakoHel. — Bcé y Bawen CBeTI0CTU
oAHa cuna Ha yMme. Bo-nepBblX, HY>XHO NpUAYMbIBaTb MNPUYMHbI ANS apecTa,
BO-BTOPbIX, HeyAo6Ho npes PabyTuHbIM — OH BONKOHCKOW He BblAacT.

- S NocMOTpo, Kak KTO-HMBbyab NOCMeeT NoMelwaTb MOeMy MNpUKasaHuio, -
BAPYI BO3BbICU rosoC MeHLWWKOB, — Beso, Aa U BCE TyT.

- HeT, cBeTnenwnin KHA3b, HET, — nokayvan ronosot OcTtepMmaH, — BCE-TaKu
Henb3sd Be3ae BCE OAHO TONMbKO cunon genatb. Hy, M 4yTO >Xe 3a oxoTa
XXEHLUMHY apecToBbiBaTb?.. Kak-TO HEeN0BKO Aa)ke. HyXHO mHorga m crpactu
yenoseyeckne NpUHATb BO BHUMAHUE: 3TO — OYEHb XOPOLIWN UHCTPYMEHT ANs
Urpbl... UM XOPOLLO MONb30BaTbhCSA. Y BONKOHCKOW eCTb MyX...

- CnpaBnsanca o HéM, — CHOBa MaxHyn pyKow MeHLWWKOB, — HWUKyAa He
rogHbIN YesioBeK, CyMacleawmm Kakon-To.

- Hy, 9 aymaio, He cosceMm! { uMel0 Koe-Kakue cBeaeHud... Hy, Tak BOT,
HY>XXHO €My OTKpbITb rflasa Ha WalHW ero »XeHbl ¢ PabyTuHbIM, a TaMm u
NMOCMOTPUM, YTO 3@ UCTOPUSA BbINAET. BONKOHCKUA — 9 ero 3Hat0 HEMHOXKO —
He BblAEPXWUT, N Y HEro npomnsongér 4to-Hmbyab ¢ PabytnHbiM. A Toraa rpad
nepectaHeT ObiTb 3aCTYMHMKOM KHAMMHU WM Xe BONKOHCKMI yBe3éT B
nepeBHo ArpadeHy lNeTpoBHy, a 6e3 Heé BCS KOMMaHUA paccbinieTcs.

- [Henante Kak 3HaeTe, AHApen WMBaHOBWY, — pewunTeslbHO MNpPOroBOpPMN
MeHLWWKOoB, — NoKa MHe 3Ta KOMMaHWs He OoracHa, a ec/im TOJIbKO 3aMeyy 4To,
Tak NMpocTo nowyito 3abpatb UX, Aa U A4eN0 C KOHLOM.

Yepe3 HeCKONbKO AHEW Mocfie 3TOro pas3roBopa KHA3b HWKWTa nonyyun
NnoAMETHOE NMUCbLMO.

"A He xyao 6bl, CMSATENbHbLIN KHA3b, — FOBOPMNIOCL B MUCbME, — NPUCMOTPETb
M3BOJINTb 3@ XEHKOK CBOEK, MNOTOMY OHa He npaBOC/aBHbIM AesioM
3aHMMaeTCs, U LUecapCKuMi nocnaHHuMK PabyTuH, rpad, CUNbHYK CUTyauumio
npu Hen umeeT. Hekpacuo, KHA3b! CnabocTb MyXHWMHaA AoOBena OHYK A0

rpexa..."



KHs3b HMKMTa He goymTtan nMcbMa n, CKOMKaB ero, 6pocmn Ha no-n.

OT0 6bIN0 BeyepoM. ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa yexana K [JOAropykoBom W He
BO3Bpallanachb eLé.

Ecnn 6b1 oHa 6bina goma, ecin 6bl KHA3b HMKMTa MOr CUKO MUHYTY MOMTU
NOCMOTpPETb Ha Heé unu NpussBaTb K cebe, — OH, MOXET 6bITb, B3rNsHYB Ha eé
ynbibawleecsa nmuo, paccmesancd 6bl caM M HUYEero HMKOMY He ckasaB 06
3TOM rAYyNOM NUcbMe, ycnokouncs 6bl. Ho oH 6b1n oaMH. Muwa yxe nér cnaTtb.
Huknta ®EQopoBUY X0AMN NO CBOEN KOMHaTe, CTapasiCb He BOJIHOBATbCS, HO
YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO BOJIHYETCS C KaXAbIM warom Bcé 6onbue un 6onbLue.

B >xeHe, pa3ymeeTcs, oH 6bin yBepeH. KOHeYHO, BCE yKa3aHHOe B MUCbMe
6b10 B3gop M kneBeta. Ho kKakum o06pasoM, Kak Morna 3Ta KeseTa
KOCHYTbCs ero ArpadeHsbl MNeTpoBHbI? KTO OCMENUICA KUHYTb rpsa3bi0 B HEE,
YUCTYIO U MUAYK? Mano Toro, ecnum MOrno nosyyYmTbCs Takoe MUCbMO,
3HAUNT, BOKPYr €ro >eHbl, €ero KHArMHU, Xoauna 3Ta Jep3kKasd
BO3MYTUTENbHAsA CnieTHA. bbinn xe n npuynHbl ansg Heé. Cama ArpadeHa
NeTpoBHa He Morsa nogatb MNOBOA HU K YeMy NpeaocyauTeNlbHOMY. 3HauuT,
BO BCEM BuHoBaT PabyTtuH. OH CBOMM noBeAEeHMEM, 3TOK CBOEK MPUSIUYHOK
pa3BA3HOCTbO, a MoxeT ©6biTb, - nonyHamékamu, ynblbkamm u
noAMUIMBAHNEM B XOIOCTOM KPYXXKe, Aan 3apoAuTbCs 3TOW BO3MYTUTENbHOM
cnneTtHe. KoHeyHO, MHaye n 6bITb He Morno. PabyTnH BuHoBeH. U cTpawHas
3no6a npotme PabyTtuHa noabiManacb B rpyan Hukntol ®éanoposunya.

OH BCEé npogos/mkan XxoauTb Mo KoMHaTe. CKOMKaHHOE MWUCbMO JNiexano noj
CTONIOM MONYanuBbLIM noacTpekaTeneM ero 3n06bl. EaBa KHA3b HukuTa
yCcrnokauBaJscs, Kak OHO nonajasiocb eMy Ha rfas3a U CHoBa rnepesopaynBasio
BCIO €ro ayuy.

A ArpadpeHa lNeTpoBHa, Kak Hapo4HO, He exana.

HakoHel BONKOHCKMIA NOAHSAM 3TOT KOMOK U 6pocun ero B neuyky.

"HeT, - npuwno emy B ronoBsy, - AN MOryT AOCTaTb KakK-HWbyab u
npoyecTb".

OH OTKpbIZ1 3aC/OHKY, C TpyAOM BbiTawmn u3 rNybuHbl XONOA4HOM Mneyun
MUCbMO N CXKEr ero Ha ceBeyke. Ho U Tenepb eMy He CTano ferye.

MbICb O TOM, 4YTO CrJIeTHsd, pa3roBOpbl M Mnepecynbl CYLEeCTBYKT Mpo



XXEHLUMHY, HOCSILLYIO ero MM, He OCTaB/isinn ero.
Ho uTto 66110 Aenatb C 3TUM?

"Kakorn B3gop obpawaTtb BHMMaHMe Ha noaMétHoe nucbmo!" - npoboBan
AyMaTb KHA3b, HO CeMyac XXe K yxXacCy CBOeMy CO3HaBasl, YToO TyT AeNl0 He B
NOAMETHbLIX MUCbMax, @ B TOW MPUYMHE, B TeX O4YeBUAHbIX TONIKaX, KOTopble
CNY>XWIN MOBOAOM K HEMY.

CnaBHoOe, 4YTO yxacano BONKOHCKOro, — 3TO NOJSIHAA HEBO3MOXHOCTb cAenaTb
YTO-HMObYAb, 4YTOObl YHWUYTOXUTb 3TWU Tonku. Kasanocb, rosopunuM B C e,
BEPOSATHO, BCe, HO onpeaenéHHoe Nnuo Henb3sa bb1o HanTn. OcTtaBancsa oaunH
PabyTuH, NpOTMB KOTOPOro MOXHO 6bI10 HanpaBWTb CBOK 37106y.. HO 4To
caenatb C HUM?

"Bbi3BaTb Ha Ay3nb? — C YyNblbKOW, C HacMewkoM Haa camuMm coboto,
cnpawwuvBan cebsa BonkoHCKUN. — NONTU M ckas3aTb eMy, YTO6 OH He CMes... HO
4yTO He cMen?.. AX, KakK rnyno, Kak ckBepHo!" - noBTopsan cebe Hukuta
®EénopoBny, NpPoKNMHag atoro PabytunHa.

ArpadeHa [lNeTpoBHa BepHy/sacb AOBOJSIBHO MO34HO OT Jonropykosoun. OHa
npowsa NpsMO K MYyXY W 3acTana ero CToslWuM nocpean KOMHaTbl. Kak
TOJIbKO OHa BOLWMAA, OH KUHYJICA K Her n, B3saB 60SIbHO 3a pyKy, NPUTSHY K
cebe.

- ArpadeHywka! — 3aroBopusl OH U3MEHUBLUMMCS, CTpaWHbIM, CAABMEHHbIM
ronocom. — CKaxum MHe, KaKk MeHS U CbiHa ntobub, YTo y Tebss H M 4 e I O He
6b110 ¢ PabyTuHbIM.

ArpacdeHa [lleTpoBHa, o3aboyeHHas eweé cBOMM AenoM M pasroBopamu C
[lonropykoBoW, He cpa3y NOHANA, Yero oT Heé XOTHT.

- To eCcTb KaK H U 4 e I 0?7 — Cpocusia OHa HaKoHeLl.

Huknta ®EQOpPOBUY TYT TONbKO 3aMeTun, YTo TpeboBan OT XeHbl, YTobbl OHa
cBoeto K HeMy nob6oBbIO NoaTBEpAMIA 3Ty Xe Ntob0Bb.

— AX, HeT, He To! — BOCK/IMKHYJ1 OH, XBaTasACb 3a roJioBy.

- [1a 4to € To6010, UTO? — yXe 6ecnoKonmHO obpaTunacb K HEMY XeHa.
BONKOHCKMI Hanpsr Bce cubl, 4Tobbl OBNageTb CBOMMW CIOBaMU U MPUATU B
COCTOSIHME — rOBOpUTb, AyMas O TOM, YTO FOBOPWUT.

- lMocTton, caab BOT TYT, He TpeBOXbCA! — Hayas OH, yCnoKamBad XeHy, Kak



6yaTo He OH, a OHa rnaBHbIM 06pa3oM TpeBoXxunacb. — Noroau!.. Mpeacraeb
cebe, ecin 661 B C e, — OH caenan KpyroobpasHoe ABWXEHWE pPYKOK, -
Ha4yasan roBOpwUTb, YTO... YTO Tbl U 3 M € H U J1 @ MHe, — C TPYAOM NpOroBopun
OH HaKoHeLl.

— 270 6bl51a 6bl KNEBETA, — CNOKOWMHO OTBETUIA KHATUHSA.

— 3Halo, yBEPEH B TOM... HO C 3TOW KJ/IEBETOK HYXHO CUYUTATbCH... HENb34
OCTaBuUTb €é...

- KoHeuHO, - HexoTsa Bo3pa3una ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa, — HO TONbKO 4YTO Tebe
3a OXO0Ta co3gasaTtb cebe ewé Tpesory?.. Mano nm 4yto 6bIN10 6bI, €cnn 6bl
6b1N10, Aa Noka 3Toro HeT... { Beny cebs...

OHa He pgoroBopwuia, NOTOMY 4YTO BAPYr noaymana o PabyTuHe v BCNOMHMNA,
YTO NpW BCEN YUCTOTE CBOMX OTHOLWIEHWA K HEMY OHa C YAOBONIbCTBUMEM
BMAeNna, Kak 3TOT KpaCcuBbIA, MONOAON aBCTPUUCKMM rpad yXaxKnmBas 3a Herw
Ha cobpaHusaX, N 3HAaKoMas yxe Kpacka nokpblia eé wéku.

- Hy, a ecnun ecTb, ecnu s He BblaAyMan 3TO? — He nepecTtaBas BOSIHOBATbCH,
CHOBa ckKasan KHA3b HukuTta.

- MonHo, 4yto Tam ecTtb!.. panca Tebe 3T1O0T PabytmH! - Havana 6bINO
ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa.

Mpn 3TOM MMEHW, Ha3BaTb KOTOpPOEe HApO4HO Tenepb usberan KHA3b HukuUTa,
3no06a ero noaHsasnacb, M OH, CHOBa Tepsas CcnocobHOCTb BnageTb coboto,
3aroBopui, He NOMHS cebs:

— Tak 3Han Xe, 4To B ropoAe TO/IbKO U FOBOPSAT NP0 3TO, YTO SN O 1y 4 a ko
NnoAMETHbIE NUCbMA, YTO Tbl CAeNanacb CKA3KOM.

OH C KakMM-TO Jaxe HacnaxAeHuWeM roBopwua Tenepb, nNpeyBesinymBas WU
YYBCTBYS Ka)kaoe CBOE CNOBO, MPUHOCMBLUEE eMYy HeCKa3aHHOe My4YeHue un
60nb.

ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa CHavana MCNyraHHO B3rNsHyNa Ha MyXa, NOTOM Kak 6bl
MONHMA npobexana no eé nuuy, n oHa, rHeBHO cABMHYB 6poBuM, 3arosBopuna,
TOYHO He Xesflasi oCTaBaTbCs B AOATY Npea My>XeM B OTHOLWEHUN HENpPUATHbIX
nspectmn. N y Heé 661210 yeM mncnyratb ero.

- Hy, n uyto X? TamMm Kakue-TO CrJieTHU, — 3aroBopwusia oHa, — a Y MeHs Aeno

cepbésHee... MeHLIMKOB NPUHMMAET KPyTble Mepbl: BbilWeN yKas, Nno KOTOpoMy



n3-3a Huyero [esbepa, Toncroro, byTtypnvHa, HapblwKknHa un ewé MHOrmx
CCbI1AIOT... U CO MHOM HE MOLEPEMOHATCH... U MEHS apecTyIoT...

OTOo cnoBO "apecTylT" KHArMHe ToXe MNpUATHO O6bi10 BbIFOBOPUTb: OHO
3By4ano TaK TOPXKECTBEHHO-3HAUYMUTENbHO M BMecTe C TeM 6b110 CTpaLUHO.
Huknta ®EQopoBuY B35/ICS 3a ros1oBY.

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa C ynblbkon, 6€3 XanocTn NocMoTpena Ha Hero, NoTomy
UYTO CO3HaBasa, YTo He el Tenepb, a "eé" cneayeT xaneTb.

- Ho uTO Xe pgenatb Tenepb? — MPOTSAXHO, C OTYAssHMEM MPOM3HEC KHA3b
HukuTa.

- YTo penatb? — BCTaBas M BCKUHYB pykamu, ckasana ArpadeHa lNeTposBHa.
- He yctynatb un 60opoTbcs.

Bcnen 3atemM OHa MensieHHO MOBepHyach M ywna K cebe. KHA3b HukuTa He
CKOpPO eLé OTHSAT pyKU OT FONI0Bbl N OrNsaaencs.

"CnvwKoM ganeko, CNMWKOM Aaneko 3awnio Aeno, — nosTopsan oH cebe, — BO

BCEM BWHOBAT caM... [ocrnogu, 3a4yem npunexanan croaa Mbl! 3auyem 3TOT

MNetepbypr!"
"YexaTb M3 3TOro oMmyTa, yexaTb 3aBTpa Xe, Hascerga! — npuwno emy B
ronosy, n oH 6bIN0 obpagoBancs 3TOM MbICNM, HO 3aTteM noayman: - [a,

yexaTtb, HO 3To 6yaeT no3opHbIM 6erctBoM, KOTOpOE HMYEeMYy He MOMOXET, —
MMS XKEeHbl OCTAHETCHA BCE-TaKM C NPUIUMLLE K HEMY CnieTHen, n 6exaTb OT
HenpUATHbIX 06CTOATENBCTB — BOBCE He 3HaA4YuT nobeauTb Mx. boxe MoK, 4To
xe genatp?"

Yacbl wnu, Hukuta ®éqoposuny 3abbifl, 4YTO HACTynuaa Houb, 3abbi NPO COH.
OH cnpgen y csoero ctona, o6N0OKOTUBLUMCE HA PYKY, N HMYEro, Kasanocb, He
BMAEN CBOMMMU OTKPbITbIMWU, HE CMbIKaBLWMMUCA rnasamum. HakoHel OH noAgHAanN
nx. B koMHaTe 6b121 0CO6EHHbIN CMHEBATLIN CBET, KOTOPOro OH He oxuaan. Ero
nopasnnu KeBaapaTbl OKHA, OHM, Kak 6yaTo ewé TakKk HeaaBHO, C Beyepa
TEMHble, Tenepb ObiNM COBCEM CBETAbIMW. A MNpPOM30OWIO 3TO OTTOr0, 4TO
paccseno. BockoBas cBeya Ha CTOJsie ropesia KpacHbIM, TYCK/bIM TJIAMEHEM,
NnoTEPSIBLUMM BCHO CBOK SIPKOCTb U CUNY.

KHS3b HMKMUTa NOTyWWA CBEYKY, M HA MUHYTY CNIOBHO OT 3TOr0 CTano ferye.

OH nogHsANCsa co CTyna M nocrapancs BbITAHYTbCA. OH YyBCTBOBanA B HOrax u



pyKax Kaky-To 601e3HEeHHY0, HOKLLYI YCTasoCTb, rosioBa KpyXunach.
KHAa3b HukmTa, He owyuwas B cebe xenaHus CHa, MeANleHHO NpOoWén Ha
NMONIOBUHY K >XEHe MO OCBELLEHHbIM YyXe pacCBeTOM KOMHAaTaM W, TUXOHbKO
NnpMOTBOPUB ABepb, 3arfsgHyn B eé cnanbHioo. KomHata 6bina TemMHa oT
CNyLWeHHbIX rapanH. Hukuta ©EQopoBMY, NPUCMOTPEBLUUCH, pasrnsaaen
6enbit Kpy>XEBHOM YENUMK XEeHbl U, HAKOHeL, €€ NNLUO0 C 3aKpbITbIMX rnasamu
N HenoABMXHO pa3XxaBwuMmca pToM. ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa, TaXeno Ablwa,
cnana... Haropeslas, onnbiBwas cee4yka, BuaAnMo, bbina HegaBHO NOTYyLIEHa —
ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa ToXe NpoBefna NoYTM Cryiowb 6ECCOHHY HOYb.

KHS3b HMkUTa nsgann nepekpectnn eé n Ha ublno4vkax, CTapasiCb He 3a4eTb
3a Mebenb, BepHyncsa K cebe, NOTOM B3/ WNANy, TPOCTb U Bbilen U3 goMa.
Bbin wecton 4vac yTtpa, lMetepbypr ToNbKO 4YTO npockinancda. ConHue yxe
B30owno, 6necrta cBOMMKU ny4vyaMun, Ho He rpeno MMu. KHase Hukmnta nowén 6e3
uenu, 6e3 Mbicnn, oH pag 6bia, YTO MbICIM OCTaBUIN ero.

Mo Mepe TOro Kak OH Wén, ynuubl BCE 6onblue n 60nble 0XUBAANNCH.

KHa3b HukmnTa cocpepoToumBan BCe CBOWM CMOCOOHOCTM MbIWIEHUS Ha TO,
KyAa NOBEpHYTb, KOraa npuMXoAunocCb AaTb AOPOry BCTPEYHbIM, WAW Kak
0601MTKM NonagasLlyOCa NO4 HOMM NyXy; 6onble HU 0 YEM He MOr AyMaTb, HU
[aXe 0 TOM, KyAa U rae UAET OH.

OH ouyTuncsa TakuMm obpa3oM Ha bepé3oBoM. 3pecb yxe 6blsI0 O4YeHb
MHOrontoAHO. [lpoxoxme TO M Aeno nonagannucb HaBCTpedy, a Heganeko
Brnepeau y pblHKa CTOSJ10 MHOro ntogen. N sapyr oTkyaa-To c3agu pasgancs
apebesxalwnin, paccbinaBLWMIACS, CNbIWHbIA BCE 6amxe n bnmxe 6apabaHHbIN
6on. KHa3b Hukuta orngHyncs. Mo ynuue npmbnmxanncb MEpHbIM WAroM, c
psaoMm 6apabaHwuWKoB Bnepeau, congatbl, 6recTteBlwMe Ha COAHUE CBOMMU
nyroBMuaMmmn u Boopy>XeHuneM. M3-3a nx KMBepoB BMAHENOCb YTO-TO BbICOKOE,
TEMHOE, noaBuraslleecs C3aAM C MEpHbIM KOJbIXaHWEM, TO4YHO rpob6 Ha
norpebanbHbIX Aporax.

KHa3b HMKWMTA nocMoTpen cHoBa Brnepéa, — TaM, rae CTosisin, CKYYMBLUUCH,
nan, Tenepb BO3BbIWACA Ha4 HMUMKW Ha NoMocTe y cTtonba nanad, B KpacHom
pybaxe C 3aCy4YeHHbIMW pyKaBaMu.

BapabaHHbin 601 cTaHoBMNCSA ChnbilwHee W cnblwHee. C  BONKOHCKUM



nopasHanacb wepeHra 6apabaHwwnkos, oTbuBaBWMX Mos0AULEBATO, CO
CcTapaHueM, Menky Apobb. 3a HUMWU (OHM AN OYEeHb CKOPO) MPOMESIbKHYNU
conpartbl, 3a congatamMu [ABe TolMe JoWaaKu Be3nNu YEpHy Tenery c
BbICOKOIO CKaMeWKOW, Ha KOTOpOM cuaen Co CBA3aHHbIMM Has3ad pykKamu, B
KakoM-TO TEMHOM ASIMHHOM  OAESHUW  XXWMBOW  4yenoBek, 6HeccunbHOo
NOKa4nBasACb BCE Ha OA4HY CTOPOHY NMPWU KaXXAO0M TONYKe Teneru.

HukuTa ®EQOpPOBUY NOAHAN HA HEro B30p.

3HakoMoOe, HO Tenepb 6negHoe, Xankoe, OCyHyBleeca nvuo [esbepa
rMAHY/I0 Ha Hero C BbICOTbl MO30PHOW Tenern. 3padky HecyacTHOro
NOAKATUANCDL NOA BEPXHUE BEKU, U POT TOYHO YyNbibancsa To KpUBOK, AKOObI
CNOoKOMWHO o ynblbkol, B KOTOpYI npeacMepTHasi cygopora csoauT
06bIKHOBEHHO rybbl MOKOMHUKOB. Ho [eBbep 6bin XuUB. pyaAb €ro TSXeno u
HepoBHO Ablwana, 6poBu wu3peaka nNogHUManNUCb, W Torga Ha ero nuue
ABNSANOCh KAaKOe-TO UCMyraHHO-AETCKOE BblpaXXeHue.

KHA3b HuknTa octaHosmnca. OH NOHSAN U CO3HanN, YTo NpoOUCXoAuMNo npen ero
rnasaMmm; HO BMeCTe C TeM, HeCMOTps Ha 3TO CO3HaHue, B €ero rosiose
MeflbKHYJ1 COBEPLUEHHO TNWEHHbIA 34paBoro CMbIC/1a BOMNpPOC:

"Kypna xe 3710 eget JeBbep?"

Tenera npoexana, cty4ya konécamn. bapabaHbl Tpelwann HeCKONbKO Aasblue,
n BONIKOHCKOro cCO BCeX CTOPOH OXBaTufa Crewusllas 3a Tenerom Tonna,
6exaBlwasa c necTHMUaMun, ckamemkamm m tTabypetkamun, 4tobbl 6610 Ha YéM
CTaTb W Jydlwe BWAETb NPEeACTOSAWY Ka3Hb. DTUM pacKpacHeBLUIMECH OT
ckoporo 6era nuua, xaxaaslune rOTOBUBLUErOoCs 3penuwa, 3TM ANKUE KPUKU
n 6paHb, 3TO UCCTYMNJIEHMUE, KOTOPbIM bblfla OXBayeHa Tosina, TOYHO OTHANMU Y
BOoNkKoHCKOro BO34yX, KOTOpPbIM OH AblWwas, B rfia3ax MOMYyTWUIOCb, U OH
3akayvancs. CunbHbIA TONYOK B rpyAb 3acTaBu/ ero OnoOMHUTbCSA. Kakon-To
PbDKMA AeTMHa B KOXAHOM apTyKe CTOSIKHYNACA C HUM K, 0bpyraBliuChb,
6exxan yxe panbwe. Tonna 3amMsana B CBOen cepeauHe BOMKOHCKOro W
NnoBfeKNa ero K MecTy KasHMu.

Tam yxe BBoaunn [eBbepa Ha nomocT. OH, no-npexHemy noaéprusas
6poBAMM M TsXKeNo Apllwa, He noAaBan HUKaKUX APYrUX MNPU3HAKOB >XWU3HMU,

CTynasi B rpeMeBLINX KaHAanax, TOYHO HE OH, @ KTO-HMByAb ApYroi ABwUran



Horamu. Ero nogsenu kK ctonby. Manay 6bICTPO M CKOPO pa3BsA3an eMy pyKu u,
NpUNoAHSAB, NpPoAen UX B XeNnesHble, NpuBsa3aHHble BbICOKO K cTonby, KonbLua.
Manay caenan 3TO C CepbE3HbLIM, COCPEAOTOYEHHbLIM ULOM, BUANMMO, CTapascChb
TONIbKO KaK MOXHO nydwe u AobpocoBecTtHee UCNONHUTb CBOK 0653aHHOCTb.
MOTOM OH OTOLWEN HEeCKOJSIbKO B CTOPOHY M MPOTSAHYN BOOK, He rnaas, npaByio
pyKy. Monoaon napeHb, TOXe B KpacHoOW pybaxe, O4YeBMAHO MNOMOLLHUK
nanaya, nocnewHo BAOXWI B 3TY PYKY TSXKENYIO PEMEHHYIO N/eTb.

KHA310 HUknTe 66171 XOPOLWO BUAHbI 3aTbIJIOK KOPOTKO OCTPUXEHHOW FON0BbI
[JeBbepa n ero 6enas, MycKynucrtas, OCBeLWEHHas COMHUEM ChnuHa, Korpa
MMEHHO 1 KeM obHaxXéHHasa — BONIKOHCKWI He 3aMeTu.

BapabaHbl nepectann 6muTb. TONbKO YTO ryaesBlas Ha pas3Hble rosoca Toana
6e3MonBcTBOBaNa, U B HACTynNMBLUEN TULLMHE MNOPA3UTENIbHO SCHO pasgancs
CBUCT MOAHSABLUENCA NJEeTu.

- Pa3! - paBkHyna TonMNa B OAMH ronoc.

NneTb CBUCTHyNa CHOBAa, a Ha Tou 6enon cnuMHe, Ha KOTOpPYK rnsapen, Kak
cymacweawwun, Hwukuta @époposud, B3ayBasncs yxe, barposesa oOT
npuTeKaBLUEN KPOBU, LWUMPOKUN pybeL, nepBoro yaapa.

KHa3b HukuTa oTBEN rnasa, NOCMOTpen BOKpYyr cebs u BCTpeTunca C
YXMbINSBLWMMCS, NPOTUBHbLIM IMLOM OAHOIMO0 M3 CBOMX ABOPOBbLIX. bonbuwe OH

HUYEro y>Xe He NOMHWI.

VII CMEPTb
Huknta ®éQopoBny o4Hyncsa y cebs B komHaTe. OH OTKPbIA rnasa u cendac
XXe y3Han 3Ty KOMHaTy, HECMOTPS Ha TO 4YTO B HEN MHOroe nepeMeHmnochb, —
60NbLWMHCTBO KHUI KyAa-TO BbIHECNM, annapaTbl COCTaBUM 3a4eM-TO B yron.
CaM KHS3b HukmMTa nexan Ha nocTenn, KOTOpPOW HWKoraa He 6bino 3aechb
npexae. Kywetka - "eé", ArpadeHyLlku, KyweTka — cTosna, npuaBmHyTas K
CTeHe, B Horax ero KkposaTtun. Ho 6onble Bcero yamesuna Huknty ®énoposuya
pykKa, nexaswas Ha ero rpyau. OHa 6bina coBceM npo3payvyHas, ClOBHO
BOCKOBas, U A0 TOro xyaa, 6yato Koxa obTarmeana oaHu cyxue KocTu. benas
NPOCTbIHA 6blNa coBepLeHHO OAHOro C Heto uBeTa. KHA3b HukuTa goragancs,

YTO 3Ta pyKa, KOTOPYH OH He y3Han, — ero pyka, U c TpyZOM LUEBE/IbHY/ €lo.



OkHa 6binn 4yeM-TO 3aBelwaHbl. CBeT Wwén c3agn, no-BMaMMoOMy, U3 OAHOrO
TONIbKO OKHa, KOTOpOe OCTaBanoCb OTKpbITbIM. Bcé 6bino TMX0. B KOMHaTe,
Ka3aJioCb, HUKOIro He 6blo.

HOo TONbKO 4TO KHA3b LWEeBEeJSIbHY/1 pPYyKOKW — [ABEpb CKpUMNHyna u
npuoTeBopuaacb. Mmnwa cHavana nNpocyHys rosoBy, a 3aTeM, TMXOHbKO BOWASA,
BAPYr 6bICTPbIMK WIAraMn NoAOLWEN K KpOBaTMw.

- JlaBpeHTuin, 6aTiowKa npuwén B cebsa! — pagoCTHbIM WENOTOM NPOroBOpuUn
OH.

C3aau oT cBeTa noaoweén JlaBpeHTun.

- KHS3MHbKa, poAHOM, ronybuuk! - 3aroBopun OH, 3arnsabiBas B JINLO
Huknte ®épnopoBuuy, W, yBUAEB CO3HATeNbHYK YAblbKY Ha 3TOM fuue,
npocusn BeCb U, ONyCTMBLWMUCL, Npunan K é6neaHon pyke. — Hacuny-To... Hy,
cnasa bory!..

Muwa CTosiN C HaBEpPHYBLUMMUCA Ha rnasax cnesamm, paaoCTHbIM, BUAMMO He
3Has, YTo eMy caenatb.

- baTowka, 6aTiowkal! - wenTtan oH TONbKO BCE vawe M 4yauwe U, HaKoHel,
pa3pblaancs.

- KHarnHowke coobwunTte, Bawe CUATENbCTBO, — CKasan eMmy JlaBpeHTun, -
OHa n3My4unacb Beip.

Muwa, HanpacHO CWISAACb cAepXMBaTb CBOW CNE3bl, TOPOMJMBO MOWEN u3
KOMHaThI.

Yepe3 HecKoNbkO MUHYT npuwna ArpadeHa [letpoBHa. OHa saBuiach
6bnegHas, ucxypanas. JlaBpeHTun 6bi1 nNpaB, 4TO OHa mM3Myymnacb. C Heto
BepHysica Muwa.

ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa npubnansmnace K Myxy O6bICTpbIMKU, B3BOJSIHOBaHHbIMU
waramm 1, BUAMMO, MNPUBLIYHBIM YXe ABMXEHWEM MpuIoXuia pyKy K ero
rosioBe, NOTOM HU3KO HarHysacb Hazg ero JiMyoMm, NOCMOTpesia eMy B r/la3a u
ynblbHYnacs.

KHa3b HukuTa TOXKE ynblbHYyncs en.

OHa 6bina 6e3 cBoen 06bIKHOBEHHOW BbLICOKOW MPUYECKM, B 6€10M HOYHOM
yenyuke v Karope.

- MNownun 3a BnymeHTpoCTOM, — O6paTMﬂaCb OHa K Muwe, - OH Benen Aatb



3HaTb, ecnn byaet nepemMeHa. JlaBpeHTblOWKA, @ Tbl 6bl Tenepb OTAOXHYTb
MOLWEN — Tenepb yXXe MOXHO. S NOCUXYy.

Muwa cHoBa Noweén, Ho JTaBpeHTU He ABUrancs.

— JlaBpeHTuUI, Tbl CNbIWNWBL? — cKa3ana ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa.

Crapbin cnyra nogHsan ronosy. KHeA3b HUkMTa rnasamMu nokasan emy, yTobbl
OH cnywancsa "eé".

- KHarmHiowka, s caM 3a nekapem cenyac nobery, — ckasan JlaBpeHTUN.

- Tbl noe3xan nyduwe, 9 He Benena packiagbiBaTb KapeTy, — Nporosopuna
emy Bcnepg ArpadeHa lNeTposHa.

KHS3b HMkMTa xoTen npunoaHaTbCsl, HO U3 €ro YCUAMM HUYEero He BbIWIo.

- Ww!.. He weBenuce! — octaHoBwW/a ero xeHa. - loroamn, npueaeTr AOKTOP.
- W pa... pa... n AaBHO 5 TaK? — C TPYAOM BbIrOBOPW KHA3b HUKUTa.

- lMocne, nocne BCE paccKkaxy, Ternepb He roBopuM M He aABuramcs! — onartb
OCTaHOBWJIa OHa, Mornpasasa o4esno.

KHSA3b NOCYWHO M KPOTKO B3M/ISHYJ/1 Ha XEHY.

BnyMeHTpOCT He 3actaBun [onro xpatb cebs. JlaBpeHTuM Hawén ero B
akageMumn n cpasy NpuBE3.

- Hy, BOT Mbl 1 NONpaBUANCL, — 3aroBOpu/ OH, BXOASA WU NOTUPasa PyKn, — Hy,
Tenepb BCE nonaét xopowo. lo3gpasnsem, nosgpasnsem! — OH He cnewa
NO340pPOBaJICA C KHATMHEN, orngaen KoOMHaTy U, BUAUMO, OCTaBLWIKUCb A0BOJSIEH
nopsakoM, nogowén k 6onbHOMY, nowlynan eMmy rosoBy, ckasan "xopowo!",
noaepan 3a pyKy MNOBblLIE KUCTU M TOXe ckasan "xopowo". — Tenepb HYXHO
6yaetr pasaTb TOJIbLKO NOAKPENUTENbHYK MUKCTYpy, — obpatuncs oH K
ArpadeHe lNMeTpoBHE, — 9 BaM eé npuwnto. Ecnn oH 3axoyeT eCcTb — AanTe emy
MOJI0Ka, Cyn TOXe MOXHO, a 6osiblle NoKa HU4ero.

BnyMeHTpOCT cKOpo yexas, cKkasaB, YTO Y Hero B akageMmm MHOro gena u 4to
BEYEpOM OH 3aefeT Ha BCAKUWN Criydan. YXoas, OH ApYyXecCcku notpenan Muwy
no nsievy, Kak CTapblii 3HaKOMbIN.

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa TONIbLKO MO yXoAe AOKTOpa OXMBWAACb U npuwina B cebs.
OHa cena K MyXy Ha KpoBaTb W, rnaas ero pyKy, 3aroBopunia c HUM:

- [ocnoau, Kak Tbl Hanyran Hac! Beab BOT yXe ABeHaauaTb AHEW, KaK Tbl

6e3 namsATu... Kak Tebs npuHeECn Toraa...



Huknta ®éQ0poBUY CUAUACSA BCMOMHUTbL, OTKYAA 3TO U KakK NpUHECN. Y Hero
OCTaBasioCb CMYTHOE BNe4vaT/IeHne Yero-To CTPaLHOro 1 y>acHoro.

- HeT, HO KTO MeHs yaAMBASIET, — HAPOYHO NepeMeHuna BAPYr TeMmy
pasrosopa ArpadeHa lleTpoBHa, — Tak 310 Muwa. lNpeacrtasb cebe: OH He
OTXOAW... MOJSIOXUTENbHO... MHOrAA HOYbK MNPUAET U CUAMT... CKONbKO pa3
3acbinan 34ecb. MewaeT, a NporHaTh Xasb... Tbl NONPo6yn yCHYTb Tenepb...
Xouelwb, 9 AaM MoecTb, a NOTOM YCHM...

N oHa nocnana JlaBpeHTMS 3a MOJIOKOM M CYMOM.

KHarmHa owywana Tenepb To 0cobeHHOe BOJIHEeHMEe, KOTopoe npuxoauTt
BCerga nocse A0Nroro U HanpsikxéHHoro 6ecrnokomncTea, Koraa NnpuymHa 3Toro
becrnokonctea wucyesHeT. [loa BAMSAHWMEM 3TOro BOJIHEHUA €M XOTeNnocChb
roBOpuUTb, M OHa rOBOpW/A, 3acTaBfssd B TO Xe BpeMsa MonvaTb Hukuty
®énoposnya. MHorga oHa octaHaBnmeanacb, 608Cb YTOMUTb €ro; HO OH Agenan
ycunue, kak 6yaTto xenasi CnpocuTb, U OHa CHOBa HauuMHana o0 YéM-Hubyab,
HO CTapasiacb roBOpUTb KakK MOXHO MeAfleHHee U TULle.

KHS3b HUKKUTa cnywan ronoc XeHbl, My3blKy ero, Kak éyato paayscb 3BYKYy
eé peun, n ctapancsd BHUKHYTb B CMbIC/1 €€ CNOoB, HO 3TO CTOM0 eMy 60bLUNX
ycunun., OH He MOr Kak-TO yaepXXaTb B MamMAaTM TO, YTO C/iblwasn, U yNoBUTb
CBsA3b C/10B. EMy x0Tenocb BC& 4YTO-TO BCMOMHUTbL, COBCEM MOCTOPOHHEE, U OH
He Mor caenaTb 3Toro. HeckosbKo pa3 Kak 6yATo MbIC/IN ero yXe HaudmHanu
cnaratbCsi B NMocnefoBaTeNlbHYH LeNb, HO B TOT CaMbli MOMEHT, KOraa emy
Ka3asioCb, 4YTO BOT OH BCMOMHWN YXe, KTO-TO, C/IOBHO MeHy, cAayBajl ero
MbIC/IM — N BCE& OCTaBasnoCb MO-NMPEeXHeMYy rnagko n HeonpenenéHHo, U CHOBa
HauMHanacb, 3aBs3blBasach Lenb, U CHOBa ob6pbiBanack.

— A 4TO CTanocCb C HUM? — BAPYT BC/IYX CNPOCUI OH.

ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa, pacckasbiBaBllass B 3TO BpeMs O pPacCnyCTUBLUMXCS
usetax B caay, BApyr cMmyTunace. OHa noHAna, 4YTo KHA3b HukuTa
cnpawmuBaeT o [leBbepe, U He 3Hana, OTBETUTb /I €l Ha BOMPOC UM OTBNEYb
BHUMaHMe Myxa.

OH cMOTpen Ha Heé C cepb&3HbIM JINLOM U COBCEM OCMbIC/IEHHbIMU a3amu.
ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa pelwnna, 4YTo ckasaTb byaeTt nyuyue.

— Tbl Npo koro? MNpo [eBbepa? - crnpocuna oHa. — OH, nonyumB ABaauUaTb



NSATb YAApOB, BbIHEC UX, TOB O P AT, 1 € T K O U OTNPAaB/IEH YXe B CCbIKY B
Cubupb, - pobaBwna OHa, CTapasCb rOBOPUTb KaK MOXHO pOBHee W
CNOKOMHee.

N Bapyr BCS BUAEHHas KapTMHA Yy pblHKAa Ha naowaan crana BO BCEX CBOUX
noapobHoCTAX npea rnasamum KHs3s HukuTel. Tonna 3arygena Kpyrom, B
BMCKM 3acTy4yano, 3aTtpewanun 6apabaHbl — M BCE cMewanocb. B Bo3ayxe
SABUJIOCb MHOXECTBO PYK, BUAHbIX A0 JIOKTH, W BCE OHW Kak-TO OA4Ha W3 noj
Apyron 3amaxann B rnasa Hwukmnte O®EnopoBMYUYy UM cAenanncb CKBO3HblE,
KpacHble, TOYHO HACKBO3b [MPOMUTAHHbIE TOPSAYUM, XryumMm cBeToM. OH
3aMeTancs no nNocrtenm n cHoesa Bnana B 6ecnaMaTcTBO.

ArpadeHa leTpoBHa C y>XacoM rnsHysa Ha Hero u B OTYAssHUM NPOTSHYIA
pykn. KHa3b Hukuta 6unca yxe, 6peann n He y3HaBan XeHbl.

BeuepoM bBnyMeHTpOCT 3actan ero B XyAlWeM, 4YeM B MNepBble [AHK,
NoONOXeHnn. Takoro CKOpOro MOBTOPEHMS npunagka ropsiyku, KakK OH
onpenenun 6one3Hb BONKOHCKOro, OH He oxupan u obbsBUNA, HE CKpbiBas,
yTto 60NbHON yXXe B 6e€3HAAEXKHOM COCTOSIHUN.

KHa3b HukuTa nepectan 6biTb yenosekoM. OH NOTepsisi BCSKOE OllyuleHune,
BCAKYK BO3MOXHOCTb CO3HaHusA. OH 4yBCTBOBan BOKpYr cebs CBUHLOBbLIN,
TSXKENbIN TyMaH, rosioBa ero 6yaTo pasgaBanacb BO BCe CTOPOHbI U AoCTuUrana
y>Xacarowmx pasmepoB... HeobbIKHOBEHHbIE, YacTble, Wunsawme n Tpelwawme
3BYKM HEC/NUCb OTKyAa-TO W CTasIKMBanMCb M CNNeTanmcb, HO BCE TaK Xe
MepHO oTbmBann oAHOO6pa3HbLIN TaKT C OAMHAKOBbLIMMU NMPOMEXYTKAMM.
"Xa-a-a... a-a..." — wu1neno y Hero B ropsie, U OH He 3Hasn, YTo pa3roBapuBaeT
B 3TO BpeMs.

Tak oH 6e3 yMOsKy, He nepecrtaBas, roBOpusa POBHO CYTKM, HO CaM OH yXe
[ABHO NOTEpsI CHET BpeMEHU M Aaxke 3abbla 0 ero CyLecTBoOBaHUN.

HakoHeu, Bapyr Mano-nomany (ans Hukutel ®€nopoBuya T e M e p b 3TO
6b110 BCEé paBHO) ONYCTUAUCL B ero Aywy Mup M nokon. Cnblwanocb TUxoe
LepKOBHOEe nNeHue, AblM KaguibHUUbI CTNanca B BO34yXe, M NapyoBas pu3a
CBSLWLEHHMKA JloManacb KpacuBbIMU cKiagkamu. KTO-TO cAep)XaHHO rnnakan
BO3nNe.

"O uéM e TyT nnakaTb, KOr4da MHe T a K Xopowo? — noayman Hukuta



®énopoBny. — Ho yTo Xe 3To BCE Takoe?.. S yMmep, A0/MKHO 6biTb, — peLwun
OH, — X 3TO MO MHEe CNyXarT... Tak BOT OHO 4YTO, BOT YTO 3HAYUT CMepTb... BOT
OHa... N BCé BUAULWb M YyBCTBYELb... Kak xopowo!.."

Ho KpoBaTb U KOMHaTa OCTa/IUCb MPEXHUMU N KAK-TO C/INLLKOM YXXe H U Y er
O He U3MEHWUNOChH.

"CobopyloT MeHs — BOT 4TO", — onATb goragancsa Hukmnta ®EnopoBuY M cTtan
BC/TYLUMBATLCSA B MOJSINTBbI, N CEMYAC Xe 3aMeTul, YTo CiyXaTt MonebeH.
ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa, Koraa BnyMeHTPOCT ckasan, 4To HaAaexXxAabl HET U ero
Hayka 6eccunbHa, nogHsina obpas w3 TpouUKOWM ULEepkBM U pewmniacb
OTCNYXUTb MonebeH y noctenin 601bHOr0 Myxa.

N KHA3b HMKKUTa BEPHYNCS K XU3HU.

Korga CBSIWEHHWK, OKOHYMB MosiebeH, TUXO M TOPXEeCTBEHHO MOAOWEN K
nocrtenu BonkoHckoro, 6epexHo aepxa obenMmum pykaMum KpecT, U, YBUAEB
OTKpbITble rna3a 60nbHOro, NPUIOXWUA 3TOT KpecT K ero rybam, ArpadeHa
MNMeTpoBHa, Kak 6bl 605iCb, 4YTO 3TO MNOTPEBOXWUT YyMUpalLlero, caenana
ABUXeHue Bnepén; HO KHA3b HWKUTa coBeplweHHO TBEPAOK PYKOK
nepekpecTuacs n CNOKOMHO nouenoBasn KpecT.

C 3TOM MUHYTbI HA4YasnoCb €ro BbI340OPOBNEHME.

OH c KaxablM AHEM cTan 4yBCTBOBaTb cebsa Kpenye. He npowno Heaenu, a
Huknta ®EQOPOBMY yXe aKKypaTHO MpUHUMAN MOAKPENSWYy MUKCTYPY
BnyMmeHTpocCTa, en cyn, Nua MOJSIOKO M Cran CNOKOMHbIM, BOCCTaHAB/INBAKOLLNM
Cunbl CHOM. ['oNoBa ero CoBepLIEHHO MPOsCHUAACb, OH MOr BCé coobpasnTb n
CBSA3HO AyMaTb.

Bce Kpyrom roBopuam, 4to Haj HUM CBEPLUMIOCH YyAao.

KHS3b HuMkUTa nydwe Apyrux noHUMan, Yto 4YyAecHbl BO3BPAT ero K XXWU3HU
6b1n 0ocobeHHbIM nposiBneHneM boxxecTtseHHoro lNMpombicna, u 6onble Apyrux
yamenancsa Ero nposisneHuto. Hukuta OEQOPOBMY He TONIbKO He 6osancs
CMepTUu, HE BUAEN B HEM HNYEro, pe W N T e 1 b H O HAYEro CTpawHOro, Ho,
HanpoTMB, XAan eé KakK 0CBObOOXAEHMs, KOTOpoe AO/MKHO HacCTynuTb paHo
nnun nosaHo. lyx ero, B 6eccMepTum KOTOporo oH 6bin TBEPAO yBEpeH, pBasics
HapyxXy, pBaJiCd M3 OKOB 3€MHOro Tesla Ha cBoboay, K HOBOM XW3HU. YTO

6b110 XOpOLWO 34ecCb, Ha 3eMsne? J1lo60Bb ero? Ho OH 3Han, YTO OHa He YMpPET.



N BOT 3TO ocBOBOXAEHUE, 3Ta BOMSA TaK ObliM 6/IM3KM OT HEro; KasasocCb, OH
MOl yXe NONYy4YUTb UX, — U BAPYI €ro BEPHY/IN K NpeXHeN 3eMHOW XU3HWU, rae
CHOBa sBNSNUCb PabyTuH, 3aBUCTb, CNJETHM U HEMUHYEMbIE, BCACbIiBaloLMe B
CBOE TeYyeHMe YenoBeYvecKyr BoO, 06CcToATENbCTBA.

KoHeyHO, yMmepeTb 6bi10 nydwe. [la U 4YTo 3HaUnuT y M e p € T b? Beab
CTpPalWHO TO/MILKO OAHO C/IOBO, HO CaMa CMepTb CTpalHa uWb CBOEI
TAaMHCTBEHHOCTbO. [lOYEM 3HaTb, MOXeT ObiTb, Ha CaMOM Aene poxaeHue
ropasfo CTpawHee CMepTn, a Mexay TeM Kak Mbl pagyeMmcs emy!

"A XeHa, a CblH? — nogyMan BAPYr KHA3b HMKKUTA. — Pa3Be S He HyXeH uM?"
N cebanobuBoe xenaHne cMepTu NOKasanocCb eMy HefobpbiM U HEXOPOLUUM.
Kakoe oH nMen npaBo xenaTb cebe ogHOMY 0CBOBOXAEHMUS, KOrga ero ceMbs
ocTaBanacb TyT?

KpoMme Toro, He 608TbCA CMEPTU HEe 3HAYUIO eLUé 3aCNyXUTb e€, 3aCyXnTb B
TOM BMAe, B KaKOM Xenan KHa3b HukuTta.

Taknm o06pa3oM, OH Ao/KeH 6biln ewé XXuTb U ana cebs m gna cBoux
6nun3kmx. JonxkeH 6bl1 BEPHYTbCS B 3TY 3E€MHYIO XW3Hb, — MYCTb BMecCTe C
Hel BoO3Bpawanocb TO 6e3BbIXOAHOE MNONOXEHMEe, B KOTOpoe OH 6bin
noctaBneH B AeHb, Koraa 3abonen. bonesHb M TO BpeMs, KOTOpOE MNpoLso C
eé Hayana, pasyMeeTcsi, HUCKONIbKO He M3MEHWNM K Ny4dleMy, a, HanpoTus,
BEPOSATHO, YXYALIWNAN 3TO NOSIOXKEHMUE.

Kneseta no-npexHeMy xoauna Npo KHAMMHK BONKOHCKYH, W He 6bino,
Kazanocb, cnocoba yHUUTOXNUTb eé.

HanpacHo BbI3goOpaBAMBalOWMA KHA3b HUKWTa nepeBopaymBan B MbICNAX U
nepeaymbiBas Ha BCe naAbl BCE TOT Xe BOMNPOC: Kak 6biTb? OH He Haxoaun
BbIX0Aa.

Hun ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa, HN KTO-HMOYAb U3 OKPY>KalLWKMX He 3aroBapusan C
BONKOHCKMM HM O 4€M, 4TO MOrno 6bl B3BOSHOBATbL ero. Cam OH, HeECMOTpS Ha
TO, YTO MOCTOSSHHO TO/IbKO M AyMan o6 O4HOM M TOM e, TOXe He HaduHan
peun c ArpadeHon lNMeTpoBHOM, MOXET b6bITb, AaXe MOTOMY, YTO OHA KaXAblM
pa3, Koraa Aeno Kacanocb XoTsd 6bl oTAaNéHHOro HamMéka, O4YeHb WCKYCHO
0oTBOAM/IA Pa3roBop B COBEPLIEHHO APYryt CTOPOHY.

TakuM 06pas3oM, TOYHO cama coboto ycTaHoBuNachk Ans Hukutel GénopoBunya



NpUBbIYKA rOBOPUTb O CaMbIX HUYTOXHbLIX MYyCTsKax M 6e3MONBHO AyMaTtb
CBOI TPEBOXHYIO AyMY.

A Beab Ha caMmMoM ferie nonoxeHue b6bino 6e3BbIxogHO. Ecnn gaxe HacTosaTb
Ha ToM, 4YTob6bl ArpacdeHa lNeTpoBHa He NpuHMUMana y cebs PabytnHa, 1 310 He
MOrN0 MOMOYb, CKaXyT: MOCCOPUINUCBL, PasoLWINCb, YTO X Takoe, 3TO ewé
HUYEro He 3HAYunT.

Hukuta @®EénopoBuMY OMNpaBuCA YXe HACToO/bKO, 4YTO BCTan C MOCTesun.
ArpadeHa MeTpoBHa M Mwuwa, AOBOJSIbHblE WU CYACTAIUBbIE 3TUM COObITUEM,
npUMWAN No34paBuUTb €ro, M OH MNPU HUX, YNblbasscb M KOHQY35Cb, pobKO
caenan nepsble CBOW WarM no KOMHaTe, HETBEPAO Aepxacb Ha ocnabeslumnx
HOrax.

BnyMeHTPOCT TOXe 3aexan no3apaBuTb ero M ckasan, 4to Tenepb 6yaer
HaBellaTb ero To/AbKO pa3 B HeAesto, NOTOMYy 4YTO BCE MAET "xopowo".

B cneaywowun cBoW npuesn AOKTOp 3actan BOMKOHCKOrO yxXe cuaswmm y
OTKPbITOro okHa. lNMoroga 6bl1a AeNCTBUTENBHO Xapkas, HO BAlyMeHTpPOCT cuén
CBOWMM J0/INOM YMNpeKkHyTb Hukuty ®énoposuya.

- Hy kak xe Tak MoxHo!.. Toro rnsau, CKBO3HSIK MpPOXBATWUT; Torga 4Tto
bynet? — Hayan oH, 340pOBasiChb.

- [Ja yx nopa, — otBeTun BONKOHCKUIA cOBCEM TBEPAbIM FOSIOCOM.

BnymeHTpoCT ornagen ero.

- YTO X, Bbl yXe& COBCEM MOMNPABUINCL? — CKa3asl OH, U yXe He TeM TOHOM,
KaknM O6bIKHOBEHHO rOBOPSAT AOKTOpa C 60AbHbIMU, TOYHO 6YATO C A€TbMM,
NACKOBO-CHUCXOAUTENbHO, HO COBCEM MPOCTO, Kak C p @ B H bl M, TO eCTb
ONpaBuMBLUMMCS M BbllWeAlWNM N3 ero NOBMHOBEHUS YEI0BEKOM.

- [pucagbTe, AOKTOp, — npurnacun ero Hukuta ®énoposuny.

BnymeHTpocT 6bI1 He B KadTaHe, HO B O0H6bIKHOBEHHOM cepoM obeppoke C
MeAHbIMW MYroBuMUamMu, B CMHUX C KPACHbIMW CTpenkaMu 4vynkax n bawwmakax
C cepebpsiHbiMn npsixkamMn. Buammo, oH 6bin cBoboaeH M He exan HU B
aKageMumio U HUKyaa ocobeHHo.

- XoTute Kode? — cnpocmn BONKOHCKUIN, 3Has NpucTpactme AOKTOpa K 3TOMY
HaNMWTKy, KOTOpbIA, OAHAKO, Aaneko ewé He BcemMu O6bl1 OUEHEH no

AOCTOUHCTBY.



Ho BnyMeHTpOCT oTKasasncs aa)e oT Kode.

- HeT, HeT, MHe cenyac HY>XHO exaTb... Y MEHS AeNo, — CKa3an OH.

- Kakoe »xe MoxeT 6bbiTb geno! lMonHoTte, cagutecb! — HactamBan Hukuta
®énopoBun.

- Bbl cMOoTpuTe Ha MoM 06eppoK — 3TO HMYEro He 3HauuT. Y MeHs Aeno
Takoe, YTo TyZda MOXHO exaTb M Tak.

- A 4TO, HaBeCTUTb KOro-HNMbyap?

- HeT, Ha BckpbITMe Tpyna PabyTtuHa, — nporosopun BiyMeHTpOCT.

- Kak PabytunHa?! - KpukHyn Hwukmnta ®épopoBumy, M TO yaMBNEHHOeE,
ncnyraHHoe BOCK/MUaHme nopasuno bnymeHTpocTa.

CKOponoCTMXHasa cMepTb MOIOAOr0 aBCTPUMNCKOro rpada yxe asa AHSA bbina
TakuM 13 psga BOH BbIXoAsAwWwMM cobbitvem B [leTepbypre, 4to €€ 3Han
BCAKMW, W DBNyMEeHTpPOCT HMKAK He MOor AymaTb, 4YTO OT COBCEM
Bbl3gopoBeBLlwero Hukutbl ®é€QopoBMYa CKPbIIM 3TO MO COBEPLUEHHO 0OCO6bLIM
npuynHam, ns 6053HM B3BOSIHOBATb e€ro nMeHeM PabyTuHa.

BONKOHCKMIM CXBaTUICS NAAOHSAMM 3@ pPYYKM Kpecrna, KWUHYNCS KOprycoMm
Bnepén M, BCKOYMB CO CBOEro Mecra, MCNyraHHbIMW rnasamu B3rSHY/ Ha
BnymeHTpocCTa.

- Y70 Bbl CKasanu, JOKTOP? — NMPOU3HEC OH.

- A Bbl He 3Hanu? - CMyLWasacb, nporosopun bnaymeHTpocT. - Hy, He
packpblBanTeCb, caabTe! — U OH, 3anaxmBas xanat Hukutel ®éaopoBunya 1 ero
pyballKy C WKMpOKOoM 060pKOM, NOYTM HACMNBHO MOocaann ero B Kpecno. — A
He 3Han, 4YTo BaM He coobwmnum ewé. Hy, mHe nopal!

- Het, poktop, nocrtonTe... noroaute! A He nyLwy Bac, MHE HY>XHO 3HaTb BCE,
— npounsHéc Hukuta ®énoposuny, 064€prmeasiCb M TOPOMSACh.

BnymeHTpoCT, He noao3pesBas, MNo4vYeMy CKpblIM OT BOSIKOHCKOro CMepTb
PabyTnHa, He MoOr cemyac HM y KOro HamTtm cebe nomowm, MNOTOMY 4TO
ArpadeHsbl NeTpoBHbI He b6blf10 AOMa.

Crapuk JlaBpeHTuUI CTOoSaN TyT, BUAEN, YTO U3BECTMEe AOKTOpa MpoOM3BENO Ha
ero "KHA3WHbKY" CMNIbHOE BMeyaT/ieHMe, YTO OH BAPYr 3aBOJIHOBAsCS BeCb, HO
TOXE HMYero He 3Has U He MOr NOMOYb.

- 3aueM e Bbl ero 6yaeTe BCKpbIBaTb? — CMpoOCUI BOMKOHCKMIA 1



HeTepnenueo 3abapabaHui NO NOAOKOHHWUKY ManbuamMu, BMUBLIUCL rNa3amMn B
bnyMmeHTpoCTa.

JoKTop nogyMan C MUHYTY.

- CKOponocTuXXHas CcMepTb, — TMPOroBOpW/a OH HaKOHel, BuAsS, 4TO
OTCTYMNJ/IEHNE HEBO3MOXHO. — A 4esloBEK BaXHbIA, HYXHO AaTb 3HATb
aBCTPUNCKOMY ABOpPY NoAPO6HbIE MPUYNHBI...

- W Korga e 3To CNy4Ymnsocb? — CHOBa Crpocuna BONKOHCKUNA.

- TpeTbero AHA Be4yepoM... OH 6bin y Mapdbl eTpoBHbI [ONropyKOBOW...
pa3pbIB cepaua, A0/HKHO 6bITb.

- Y Mapdsbl [lMeTpoBHbI? — MeAsIeHHO POHSAS KaXAblW CAOr, nporosopwn
BonkoHCKkM.

- [a, Tenepb 3TO - yXe He TanHa. Y [JonropykoBow 6blAM FOCTWU... NOTOM
yexanu... HUKTo He Buaen, Kak npoweén PabyTuH... n sapyr... Tenepb TOSIbKO U
rOBOPSAT, YTO O Hel 1 o rpade.

KHA3b HwukuTta 06/10KOTMACA Ha CAWMHKY Kpecna W 3aKkpbiil  rnasa.
Be3BbIXOAHOE MOSIOXEHME KOHYMIOChb. HepaspewnMbin BOMNPOC MNOAYYUI
pelweHune cam coboto.

- Bcé k nyywemy! - TMXx0, npo cebs, ckazan Hukuta O®ELOPOBUY U, OTKPbLIB
rnasa, yamsnéHHO nocMoTpen Ha bnyMeHTpocTa, TOYHO He OXuaan BUAETb
ero npea coboto.

- BbinenTe BOAbI, — CKa3an Mexay TeM JOKTOp, NojaBas CTakaH.

BONIKOHCKMIM OTCTpaHwua BOAY M TBEPALIM roJIOCOM CKa3asl:

- He Hapo!

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa AaBHO yXxe npuexana AOMOW, HO He Benesia roBopuTb O
cebe myxy. OHa, BCS B3BOJIHOBaHHas, xoauna no cBoeMy KabuHeTy, ctapasch
npunuTK B cebq, 4Tobbl MOTOM MOAHATLCH K KHA3I0 HMKUTE coBCEM CMOKOWMHOK
W He nojdaTb eMy Buaa cBoeun Tpesoru. OHa TONbKO YTO y3Hasna, 4YTo B AOMe
PabyTuHa, cenyac nocne ero cMeptn, 6bin npomssenéH obbICK M 3axBayeHa
nepenucka rpada, Mexay KOTopow 6bu1o MHOro U eé nuceMm, O4YeHb
cepbé3HblX. BMecTe c 3TOO nepennckor m oHa cama, ArpadeHa leTpoBHa,
nonagana B pykm MeHwWwmnKoBa.

HakoHeL, oHa nogowna K 3epkany, ornggenacb, onpaBuiacb eweé pas u



pelmnnacb MATU HaBepx. Ha nectHuue oHa BCTpeTunacb ¢ bayMeHTpoCcTOM.

- Hwnyero, Hu4yero, — nocnewHo OTBETW/ AOKTOP W, TOYHO BMHOBATbIN,
NPOCKOJIb3HY1 BHU3, CKa3aB, YTO TOPOMUTCS.

- ArpadeHyuwka, — BCTPETU/ KHA3b HUKWUTa XeHy, — a Tbl MHe He cKasana,
yTo PabyTuH...

ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa He gana emy gorosoputb. OHa He oXuaana 3Toro, u Bcé
eé cTapaTesibHO NOArOoTOB/IEHHOE MHMMOE CNOKOMUCTBUE UCYE3/I0 B OAMNH MUT.
- He Hapo, He Hago o6 3ToM! - 3aroBopuia OHa.

- [1a oTyero xe He Hago? — cnpocus BonKOHCKUA.

KHarnHa 3Hana Mmyxa. OHa BuAena, 4Tto OH 3aMeTUN BbICTynuBLIEE Yy Heé
BOJIHEHME M YTO HYXHO cenyvac O0H6BACHUTb MPUYUHY €ro, MHaye OH MOXeT
CHOBa 3a6eCcrnoKonTbCS, He BOJSIHYEeTCS 1M OHa N O T € p e o PabyTunHa, Kak
yenoBeka, KOTOpPbIM XOTb CKOMbKO-HMOYAb 6bln AOpor en, a HaCTosLWYH
NPUYNHY CBOEro BOJSIHEHUS OHA 6osinacb ckasaTb, MOTOMY YTO 3TO MOr/0 eweé
Xy>Xe ncnyratb 60sbHOro.

- [loToMy 4TO cMepTb PabyTuHa BbIBOAUT Hac M3 3aTpyAHEHWM W Kak-TO
HenoBko roBoputb 06 3TOM, — Aoraganacb OHa conratb, U KHA3b HukuTa

ycrokousncs.

VIII BCE K JIYYLLUEMY

Yepe3 Heckonbko aAHen Hukmta OEpopoBuY, B nepsbin pa3 nocne 6onesHun
oaeTtbin "Mo-3aopoBoMy", TO eCcTb B KadTaH, 4yynkm m 6awMakm, n nNoTtomy
0CcobeHHO TwaTteslbHO BbIOPUTLIN U MPUYECAHHbIN, WEN Ha MOJIOBUHY XXEHbI,
COBCeM "UYMCTEHbKUIN U rnageHbknin", kak rosopuna ArpadeHa lNeTposHa.

- Hy, BOT U 9 kK Tebe B roctum, — CKasan OH, 340pOBasiCb C XEHOK W
ornagbiBasi eé KabuHeT, B KOTOPOM AaBHO YyXe He 6bl1 U KOTOpbIM Kasascs
eMy Tenepb Jydwe, 4eM OH Aayman. - Hy-c, C cerogHswHero AHda, -
npoaoskKan oH, — 4 oNsiTb HA4YHY BCE no-npexHemy. MNopa! OnaTb BO3bMYCb 3a
Munwy. OH, BEpPHO, HWYEro He aenan B 3TO BpeMa?

- I'ne x penatb! — ynblbHynacb ArpadeHa lNetpoBHa. — OH NOYTU BCE BpeMS

6b1n Bo3ne Tebs... 4 Tebe pacckasbiBana...



— CnaBHbli, CNaBHbIN Manb4nk! — noaTBepaMn KHA3b HuUkuTa.

- Tnwe! - nporosopuna ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa, MOHMXasa rosoc W rnasamu
nokasblBasi HA ABEPb CBOEWN CMNasibHMU.

- A OH TaM? — TaK Xe TUXO0 CNPOCUN KHA3b HUKKUTa.

- KaxeTc4...

- Mwuwa, Tbl 3p8ecb? - KpuKHyn Hukuta OEQOPOBUY M HAKIOHW TOJIOBY
Habok.

Muwa He cenyvac otBeTus. OH cChnbiwan noxeany oTtua W, CMYTMBLWUCL €l0,
KOH(Y3MNCAa Tenepb OTKIUKHYTbCS.

- Muwa! - cHoBa noBTOpU BONKOHCKUNA.

- 3pecb, 6aTiowka! - oTBeTMNT HaKOHeL Manb4yuK, HO He nowén, K oTuy,
YYBCTBYS, YTO KpacCHeeT eLé OT yC/blWaHHbIX C/10B €ro.

- YTO Tbl TAM genaewb? — CNpoCcus KHA3b HUKuKTa.

— CMOTpIO B OKHO. MbI € JlaBpeHTMeM ceroaHsa nonaém Ha HeBy pbiby NnoBuTh.
OH ywén 3a Kpro4yKaMu, Tak 9 X4y ero.

- A-a! - npousHéc Hukuta @EQOPOBMY U, OCTaBMB CblHA Ha e€ro
BbXXMAATENbHOM NOCTY, 3aroBopun ¢ ArpadeHon lNeTpoBHOMN.

OH uyBcTBOBanN cerogHsa cebsa cosceM 604pbIM, 340POBbLIM U BECENbIM.

- Kakol 9 COH oTBpaTUTENbHbIN BMAENa CerogHs, — pacckasbiBana oOHa, -
yxac!.. Onatb, Kak npea TBoen 60ne3Hbio, BCE HM3ana XemMyyr U cyuTana
OEHbIn.

- Ox, 3T AeHbrn! — BOCKNUKHYN KHA3b HuMkMTa. — 3Haewb, BOT HbIHYE,
roBOpSAT, AbSBOJbI M3-N0A4 3eM/M He BbIXxoasaT. [la 3a4eM M BbIXOAUTb UM,
npaso! BbINycTAT pyay 30/0TYHO0, @ Mbl CaMuU [OKOMNaemMcs A0 Heé, Ja v
noHaZenaeM poOBHbIX KPYXOYKOB, U CKONbKO M3-3a HUX 31a nonaért!.. U
AbsIBONIAaM CMOKOMHEee, U HaM He CTpawHo. HanpoTus...

- batwowka, - pasganca B 3TO BpeMsa rosioc Muwm wn3 cnanbHU, -
MOCMOTpUTE, K HaM congaTbl Ha ABOpP MUAyT.

ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa, NepeMeHnBWUCbL B nuue, 6bICTPO B3rAsHyna B OKHO U
BOMPOCUTENbHO-pacTepssHHO obepHynack K MyXy B BOpoTa nx AOMa Ha camoM
Aene BXoAWNIW pOBHbIM, TOPOM/MBbLIM WAroM Tpu psaa conaat ¢ odhuuepom.

KHA3b HMKKWTa 1 ero xeHa cpasy goragasmcb, YTO 3TO 3HAUUT.



ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa BCKOYMIA CO CBOEr0 MecCTa M MOrsia TOJIbKO NMPOU3HECTU:
- ['ocnoamn, 4To Xe 3T0?

Ha Hel nuua He 6bino.

- Myctakn! - BApYr Npuvwio B roNoOBY KHA310 HWkuMTe, M OH nocnewun
YCMOKOUTb XeHy. — [poCTo, BEPHO, HOBbIE MOAKW NPULLIN 1 pa3MeLLarTcs no
KBapTuUpaM: OHM K HaM Ha NoCTOn nayT — BOT U BCE.

- Hert, 6aTtiowka, 310 - [NpeobpaxkeHCKne, — CHOBa W3 crnanbHW CKasan
Muwa, BMAMMO, ropasiCb 3HaHMeM BOEHHOro MyHaupa.

- Munblin, 4TO Xe 3TO? — C oT4yasHMeM nosTopuna ArpadeHa lleTpoBHa,
CXBAaTMUBLUUCH 3@ PYKY MyXa.

- Mwwa, crtynam k cebe, - BApYr BCTaBas M BbINPAMASAACH, CKa3an
BonkoHckmnin n obpatuncs K xeHe: — Tbl He 6blna npeaynpexaeHa, Tebe
HWUKTO He CcOoobLlwmn NpUYUmMHbI? Y Tebs eCTb UTO CcnpATaTh? — B6bICTPO, MOHMXAs
[0 LWEroTa rosoc, NporoBopusl OH.

- [al! - Kak-To HeonpeaenéHHO NpousHecsa OHa.

— Xopouwo. lMNMpsayb BCE, UTO ycrneewsb. S ero, — KHA3b KMBHY/1 B CTOPOHY OKHa,
— 3a[lepXy, HACKO/IbKO BO3MOXHO. A TaM — He 6olica: 9 BCE npuMy Ha cebs.
Ckaxy, 4To Tbl 6bl1a NMWb NOACTABHbIM SINLOM, @ BO BCEM 6bls1 BUHOBAT 1.

B 3TO BpeMs, B rOCTMHOWN, yXe Cnbianncb becuepeMoHHble, TSXEnble waru
odunuepa, cTtyyaswero ceommm 6oTdopTamu.

KHs3b HnknTa TBEPALIMKM LWIAramMy HanpaBuICa K ABEPU B FTOCTUHYIO.
ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa C yamBrieHWeM nocMmoTpena emy Bcned. B ero ToHe,
NoXoAKe, B KaXKAOM ABUXEHUU SBUNOCb BAPYr CTOIbKO YBEPEHHOCTWU, CTOIbKO
XNafHOKPOBUS, UYTO OHa, OXuAaaswas ucnyra, MoxeT 6bITb, Aa)ke TpeneTa C
€ro CTOpOHbl, — MOYYyBCTBOBasia Tenepb, Kak UMHCTUHKTUBHO nepefanocb ewn,
3arnywas eé wucnyr, 3TO ero xJ1agHOKpoBMe, M C pafoCTbio oulyuiana BCH
cuny ceoen nbeum K Myxy, NOTOMY 4YTO NoKa TaMm Brnepeaun 4to ewé byaeT, HO
Tenepb en He 6bL10 CTpaWHO MNoA 3alKMTOM 3 T O I O 4YesioBeKa, WU OHa
KMHYynacb K cBoMM bymaram.

Huknta ®énopoBnd, BbINAS B FOCTUHYHO, 3ax/10MHY 3a coboro ABepb M CTan
npes Hew. OH CNOKOWMHO rNsAen Ha noAXoAMBLUEro K HeMmy oduuepa,

HEBOJIbHO MpUNOMUHAasA, raoe OH BMAEN 3TO OTKYAa-TO 3HAKOMOE €MY NLO —



3aropenoe, rpyboe, ¢ 60nbWMMKM XECTKMMM yCaMM U HaBUCLWUMMKW Ha rnasa
6poBsMMU.

- Mo npuka3sy a 06s3aH, npousBeast 06bICK, NOCTaBUTb Kapay/ y BXOA40B Cero
AoMa, — 3arosBopwun oduuep TeM cambiM H6acoMm, KOTOpbIM OTAaBan KoMaHAbl
congartam. — lpolwy NnoBMHOBATbLCA.

N ronoc ero, u nneymucras, cunbHas ¢urypa, m BeCb €ro rpo3Hbiil Bug
Npou3BOAMAM Bre4daT/ieHMe, BHyLLakolwee HeBOJSIbHbIM cTpax. OH, BMAMMO,
NMPUBbLIK MPOM3HOCUTb CKa3aHHble MM C/I0Ba W MPUBBLIK TakXe, 4YTO Noau, K
KOTOPbIM OH SBJISZICS CO CBOMM MOpyYeHUeM, HeMensieHHO pobenn un Tepsannch
npea HUM, yCibllWaB ero rosoc.

- CKaxuTe, noxanymcra, — Hayan TUXWUM, POBHbIM U MeASIEHHbIM FO0COM
BonkoHckuin, — rae g Bac Bnaen?

Oduuep He oXxuaan Takoro Bornpoca.

- W3BonbTe noBuHOBaTbCca! - ewé rpomye npousHEC OH. - [lo3BosibTe
npontu!
- YaMBUTENbHO 3HAKOMOE /MU0, -— TMOBTOPMN TakK Xe Tuxo Hukuta

®épopoBndy. — Tak Bbl roBopute — 0b6biCK? — BAPYr 6yATO BCNOMHWUA OH. — YTO
X, obbicknsanTe! BOoT roctMHasi, Ha4MHanUTe XOTb C Heé.

- A Bbl 6byaeTe X039MHOM 3TOro AoMa? — cnpocun oduuep, He Beps, 4YTobbI
yenosek, KOTOporo 651M3KO KacaeTcs ero nosiBieHne, Mor roBOpuUTb C HUM
Tak.

- [la, X0351UH, — OTBETU/ KHA3b HukuTa.

- Hy, Tak Ha TakoW cny4yan u3BONAbTE MOBMHOBATbCA! A caM 3Hal, C 4ero
HayaTb. A€ KOMHaTa KHArMHWN BONKOHCKON?

- KHAarmHa opeBaetca eweé, - MNpouM3HEC KHA3b HWkUTa, no-npexHemy
3acnoHasa coboro ABepsb.

Odunuep octaHoBuncsa. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ, 4YTO ITOT rOBOPMBLUMA C HUM
yenosek, He opobeB nepea HWUM, He MoAAaANCa eMY, U OH He BlageeT UM.

- BCé paBHO... 1 0653aH BOWTW... NO MpuKaly! — ckKasan OH yXe He TakK
rPOMKO, KakK BHaudane, M noxas nnedyamum, Kak 6bl cCbinasicb Ha TO, 4TO
OO/MKEH NUCMONHATL CNyXO6y.

"Bbl BOMAETE cenvyac", - xoten ckasaTb Hukuta OEQOpoBUY U BAPYr Y3Han



ocduuepa: 310 6bi1 TOT CaMblii, KOTOPbLIN BEN CONAaT, Koraa Besnu [lesbepa.
Odwuuep Buaen, kak nobnegHen BOMKOHCKUIA WM LWIATHYNCA B CTOPOHY, eABa
YXBaTMBLIMCb 3@ KOCSIK; BOCMOJIb30BABLUUCb 3TUM, OoduLep B3SACA 3@ pyuKy
ABepu 1 BOLWEN B Cneayolyo KOMHaTy.

Huknta ®EnopoBuY 3HanN, 4YTo ewé cekKyHaa — U Yy HEro B rosioBe SABUTCH
nosHoe, AICHOe, CO BCeMU NoApObHOCTAMM CONOCTaBIEHNE HeCYaCTHOM y4acTu
[JeBbepa C TeMm, 4TO nNpoucxoauT Tenepb, W TOoraa BCE nponano, OH
OKOHYaTenbHO noTtepsieTcs. Mo3ToMy OH caenan Hag cobow Heyenoseyeckoe
ycunne, 4tobbl YHUUTOXNTb B cebe BCSAKOE BOCMNOMUMHAHME N BCKO CNOCOBHOCTb
MbICNIM HaNpaBWUTb K HacCTosieMYy, T @ K, KaK OHO eCTb, 6e€30THOCUTENbHO K
TOMY, 4TO 6bI10 U UTO byadeT.

Ho n B HacTosweM Morno yxe 6biTb BCE notepsiHo. ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa eaBa
M Morna cnpataTtbe BCE, 4YTO ObINO HYXHO, U NPUTOM, CNpsATaTb Tak, 4TOO6bI
Henb3s 6b110 HANTK.

Huknta ®EQopoBuYy 3arnsHyn B KabuHeT xeHbl. Oduuep cTtosn Tam, Kak 6bl
coobpaxas, oTkyaa HadaTb 06biCK. HakoHeu OH noaowén K OKHY, OTBOpWA
€ero n nosean AByx conaar.

ArpadeHbl eTpoBHbI He 6blN0 B KOMHaTax. Yepe3 HecKOSIbKO MWUHYT OHa
npuvLLia U3 BXOAHbIX ABEpPen rOCTUHON.

- Ycnena? — TMX0, CKBO3b 3ybbl CPOCK, Ha BCAKUN Cy4Yan NoO-HEMELKW, He
rnagsa Ha Heé, KHA3b HukuTta.

- He Bcé! - Tak xe oTBeTuna oHa. — lucbMma 6pata Anekcess M BeEHCKUe
oTHecna kK Tebe n cnpsatana B CTON.

Odwuuep € NOMOWbID MO3BaHHbIX COMAAT Hayan XO03aMHMYaTb B KabuHeTe
ArpadeHbl lMeTpoBHbl. CaM OH NpuHANCs 3a 6kpo, a congatam - OAHOMY
Besen canmpaTtb KOBEP C nosia, APyroMy — pa3pmMcoBaHHOE NOAOTHO CO CTEH.
ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa, HEPBHO CXaB 3a CMNMHOK PYyKW, Xoauna B3aa U Brnepén
MO TrOCTUHOW. BONKOHCKMA CTOSIT B ABepsaAX W cneauwn 3a paboTton
06bICKMBAKOLWNX.

OHK, BUANMO, UCKANMWN YyTb SN HE LENOro 4ysaHa wan noTtarMHOM ABEpU, Unu,
no KpamHen mMepe nwKa, Kak 6yaTo crnpsiTaHHble MNMCbMa He MOrnu

MOMECTUTBCA B XUTPO YCTPOEHHbIX, CKPbITbIX OTAENEHUAX, TAK HaA3bIBA€MbIX



"boites aux poisons" [11] Hebonbworo wkadpuka uUTanbsIHCKON paboThbl,
KOTOpPbIN CTOS B Yr/ly KOMHaThI.

Oduruep nouTn He obpaTna BHMMAHMSA Ha 3TOT WKadUNK, HEOPEXHO BbICbINas
Ha non Kakune-To 6e3penyLwKkm n3 ero SLmnKoB.

Huknta @®épnopoBuy BuAes, Kak OH OTKAagbiBas B CTOPOHY BCSKYHO
nonagasllytocs eMy nog pyky 6yMaxky. TyT nonanvcbe M nepBble OMbiTbl
Muwn B NUCbMe, N CYET Ha KOSIMYECTBO BOJIOCAHbIX WU3AENNINA, UCMOSHEHHbIX
BapToToM, u npurnacutenoHole 6muneTol Ha Mackapaabl. Cneast 3a BCEM 3TUM,
KHA3b HukmMTa BAPYr C yNblOKOK BCMOMHW/, YTO HUKOrAa He Mucan >XeHe
nnceM, Tak Kak HM pasy He paccTaBasiCsa C HEK CO BpeMeHU nx ceaabbbl.
OcMoTp kKabuHeTa npowén 6naronosnyyHo.

- Tenepb U3BOJSIbTE MPOBECTU MEHS B Bally KOMHaTy, — obpatuncs odpuuep K
BonkoHckomy.

Cepaue KHA351 HUKUTbI CKanoch.

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa OCTaHOBWUIACb Cpean roCTMHOW, NOAHSAB rofIoBY U AepiKa
No-npexHeMmy 3a CMUHOK PYKMU.

MunMo Heé npownn oduuep, NpATaBWMUIA 3axBayeHHble UM bymarm B CyMKy, U
Hukuta ®énopoBuy, KOTOpbIM BEN ero K cebe.

"BCé KOHeYHOo!" — MeNbKHYN0 Yy KHATUHW.

Odunuep TOpONAUBBLIMK LIAraMm MNOAHSAICA B KOMHATY KHA39 HUKWUTbI, NpsMO
noaoweén kK ero 6OpPo M NpUHANCA Konatbcs B ero 6ymarax. OH Bbibpan Bce
nucema. TyT 6binM nucbMa Yepem3nHa, lletpa Mwuxannosumua becTyxesa,
Huyero, snpoyeM, B cebe He 3akoyaBLUME.

HakoHeu oduruep nogoLwén K CTONy U B35/ICA 3a ero swmK.

"M He mMorna oHa 3aCyHyTb XOTb 3@ KHUIW... HYXHO Xe 6bls10 knactb B cton!"
- noayMan KH&a3b HukuMTa u 3akpbin rnasa, 4tobbl He BMAETb TOrO, 4TO
CNy4nTCsa cenyac, 04HAKO He yTepnen u CHOBa OTKPbIA UX.

Odwmuep Tak e CNOKOMHO M paBHOAYLWHO, Kak 6bpan cyeta  MULLIKNHBI ONbIThI
nepa, B3si71 BCe HaX0AMBLUMECS B CTole bymaru n cnpsitan ux CBOK CYMKY.
"Ecnn 6bl OH 3Han, 4YTO Momnanocb eMy, To He 6bin 6bl Tak paBHoAyweH", -
onATb NogyMan KHA3b HukuTa.

lMepepbiB BCHO KOMHaATy BONKOHCKOro u [A0BOJIBHO He6pe>|<Ho OCMOTpPEB



OoCTanbHble, odunuep ywén, OCTaBUB Kapaysa Yy BbIXOAHbIX ABEPEN.

KHa3b Hukuta no yxoae odwuuepa MmHoOBan oboapaHHbI KabuHET >XeHbl U
BOLWEN K HEN B CManbHIO.

ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa 6bina TyT. OHa cuaena, onycTyMB rosioBy, W, Ka3anochk,
HW 0 YéM He agyMana.

— lMncbMa B34TbI? — OTPbIBUCTO CMpOCKSIa OHaA.

HukunTa ®EQOPOBUY MaxXHYN PYKOIO.

OHu oba HaxoauNuCb ewé noa BAUSIHMEM MOpasuBLUEro UX HEOXWUAAHHOro
nepenosioxa, n 6ecnokKonUcTBo M Tpesora 6blNM ewé Ha TOM BbICLIEN TO4YKe,
Korga OHWM A0 TOro CW/bHbl, UTO YenoBeK He olwyuwaeT ux. Tak, roBopsT, Yy
dusmnyeckon 60num 6bIBAOT MUHYTbI, YTO OHA CTAHOBUTCHA HEOLLYTUMOIO.

- Xopouwo, 4To y Tebs Hu4yero He Hawnu, a BCE y MeHs! — ckaszan HukuTta
®EnopoBNY. — DTO MHOFOMY MOXET NOMOub.

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa He oTBeTUNA.

- S npuHecy Tebe yCnOKOUTENbHbLIX Kanenb, — NPOroBOpWS KHS3b OMNSATb U
noaowWweén K aoBepu.

B kabuHeTe ArpadeHbl [1eTpoBHbI CTOSAN JIaBpEeHTUN.

- Tebe 4yero? - cnpocun ero BONKOHCKWUM, BUASA, YTO CTapuUK CMYTU/ICA MNpuU
€ro nosiBNeHun.

- [a, BOT, KHA3MHbKA, S BWAeNn, KakK KHAruHga ArpadeHa T[leTpoBHa,
nonoxuna eam B CTon bymarm CBOoW, — Aa M Aoragancs, YTto Tam UX HanuTu
MoryT. Hy, 8 v nocnewwun BblHYTb UX U K cebe cnpaTan. A y MeHs He Hawnu
6bl mx! — M OH BbIHYN M3 3agHero KapMaHa nayky MnuceM, BO BCeN UX
HENPUKOCHOBEHHOCTMW.

Huknta ®EQOopoBUY BCMOMHWUI, YTO B CTOJIE €ro Jiexanun pasHble peuenTbl, U
yTo odmuep YHEC M3 ITOro CTona 3T peuenTbl, @ He nNucbMa. U Bapyr emy
CTafio0 TaKk CMelWHO, 4TO OH He MOr yaepXaTb CBOW HEpPBHbIN,
6ecco3HaTeNnbHbIM XOXOT; TPACSACb OT HEero BCEM TesioM, OH Bbexan cHoBa K
XXEeHe N, KNHYB Ha CTOJIMK npej Hew nucbMa u easa nporosopus: "Bce uenbi!"
— MPoAo/HKas CMEeATbCA HeyAepPXMMO, 3apa3nTenbHO.

ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa HeCKO/IbKO pa3 rnepeBefsia rfnasa TO Ha Hero, TO Ha

nexasuwme Ha ctone nmcbMa WU BAPYr, TOYHO 3apa3uvBLUMCb CMEXOM MYXa,



Hayasa ToXxe CMeATbCA NCTEPUYHO, 6ONe3HEHHO.

Ho BCKkOpe 3TOT cMeXx nepewén B cyxue, TXENble, nkarwme pblaaHus.

KHS3b HUKKUTa yni0XuN XXeHy B NocTesib, Aan Kanenb, BoAbl, 3abbiBas BCKOe
ocTanbHoe 6ecnokoicTBo 1 AyMas 06 ogHon nuwb ArpadeHe lNMeTpoBHe.

OHa onpaBuiacb MU yCrnokounacb TO/IbKO K Beyepy.

Hukuta ®énopoBuny cnaen Bosne Heé A0 Tex Nop, NokKa OHa 3acHyna, BepHee
— 3abblnacb, U Wb TOrAa, NO0 HEOTBA3UYMBOMY HACTOSHMIO PO3bl, Npuweawmn
CMeHUTb ero, ywén k cebe.

JNlaBpeHTuin Xpaan ero 34ecb C KaKUMMU-TO KyWaHbAMU, U BONKOHCKUA TOJIbKO
Tenepb BCMNOMHWII, YTO HMYeEro ewé He en C yTpa; HO eMy He XOTenocCb eCTb,
OH oTocnan JlaBpeHTsa 1 ocTascs OAUH.

KHs3b HukuTa cHOBa NpoBén 6E&CCOHHYK HOYb, B TEYeHMe KOTOpPOW OH uUnu
cuaen y CBOero Crona, OnyCcTvB MO MPUBbIYKE FOJI0OBY Ha PYKWU, WUIN XOAMUN
NOTUXOHbKY B CrMajbHIO XeHbl, Wwaras yepe3 oboapaHHbie U BansgBLIMECHA HA
nony B kabuHeTe KOBEP W packpalweHHoe MosoTHO. ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa
HECKONIbKO pa3 OTKpbiBana rnasa, u Myx pgasan en kannm. Cpean HOYMn OH
3actan y asepu matepum Muwy, 60cMkoM, B ogHOW pybalike, n nporHan ero
cnatb. OH cTaHoBMACA Takxe npes obpa3oM M uuTan MOSIUTBbI 3@ CBOKO
ArpadeHy NeTpoBHY.

"locnoan, 4TO OHW caenann c [leBbepoM, M 4UYTO OHW caenakwT C Heto?!
Focnogu, nuwb 6bl €é He TpoHynu!" — MbicneHHO obpawancs oH K bory u
CHOBa MOMUACSH.

HakoHel OH K yTpy obeccunen n Nnpunér Ha KyLeTKy.

EaBa KHA3b 3akpblil rfasa, Kak B ero ywax pasganucb 6bi10 CHoBa
6apabaHHbIn 601 U ryaeHue TONAMbl, HO TSAXENbINM, XOTS CracUTEeSIbHbIN COH,
KakK CBMHLIOM, 3a4aBun ero.

Jonro nu nponexan Tak KHA3b HWKuTa — OH He Mor gaTtb cebe oTuyérta. OH
NMPOCHYNCA Kak 6yaATO OT Hanékwero ero rosoBy COfHUA, Tak oHa 6bina
ropsida y Hero; HO COJIHUe Ha caMOM gene He nekno. OkHa 6bIn 3aBelaHsbl,
COBCeM Kak BO BpeMs ero 6one3Hn. BeposaTHo, JlaBpeHTuiA caenan 3710. KHa3b
Hukuta BCTan, BCNOMUHAasA, 4To 6b1s10 BYUepa. [0N10BYy ero HauymHanm yxe xatb

MArkKne TmMckKkn, n OH owyuwan B Hen Ty CaMyilo 6onb, KOTOpasa noBToOpsAnachb y



Hero 06bIKHOBEHHO MpeXxae TO/IbKO BECHOH.

"A, MoxeT 6blTb, B C € 3 T 0 Obl1 TOBKO COH W HWYEro 3TOr0 He
npouncxoamno?" — nogyman Hukuta ®EQOpoOBUY N NOLLEN BHU3.

Ho cTpawHbIi Xxaoc, uapuBwui B KabuHeTe ArpadeHbl [1eTpoBHbI,
cBuaeTenbLCTeBoBana O TOM, 4YTO BCE, 4TO BCNOMHWUA Huknta ®Eénoposuy,
NPOM30LLI0 HasAiBY U He 6blN10 CHOBUAEHUEM.

ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa nexana B NOCTENIN C 3aKUHYTbIMK 3@ rO/I0OBY pyKaMu U
6onbwmmMM, COBCEM CYXMMMU T[nasamMum cCMoTpena npeg coborw. Po3sa,
CBEPHYBLUUCb B Kpecse, crnasa, CBECUB rosioBy.

- S yXe AaBHO Ou4Hyfnacb, — nporosopuna ArpadeHa leTpoBHa HaBCTpeuy
MYXY, — Aa Xanb 6bi10 6yante €&, — u oHa nokasana Ha Po3y. — KoTopbin
Tenepb 4vac?

KHA3b HukuTa nowén ys3HaTtb. bbln yxe BTOpoM 4ac AHs, BonkoHcKkui
pa3byamn Po3y 1 ocTancs C XeHoto.

KapaynbHble HMKOrO He BbINyckanau u3 goma. [O0TOBUTb MNPULLIOCE U3 TexX
3anacoB, KOTOpble UMENNCb B K1aA40BbIX.

ArpadeHa TlleTpoBHa Besiena nNpuHeCTM Kode W 3acTaBuila Myxa TOXe
BbIMUTb C HEIO.

Po3a, 3agBuMBLIAsA, UYTO YyXKe OTAOXHY/la U He XO4eT cnaTb, caMa NpuHecsna Ha
nogHoce Kodge n aBe YallKku.

- Tam JlaBpeHTUI NpoCUT roCcnogmHa KHSA3s, — CKasasna OHa KHA3 HukuTte
Mno-HEMELKMW.

BONKOHCKMI BblWen K JIaBpeHTuIo.

- Het, Tbl npeactaBb cebe, 3a4yeM Bbi3blBan MeHs JlaBpeHTUM? — CcTan OH

pacckasbiBaTb, BEPHYBLIMCb OYE€Hb CKOPO K >eHe. - DTW nwauM npocTo
yanButenbHbl! — I B NepBbli pa3 Co BYepallHero AHS ynblbHynca 6onbwoto,
CBETNIOK yNnblbKow. - 3Haewb, QopenTop TBOW, MasbyuLLKaA, KOTOPOro

AKYNbKOW Npo3Banu, — NpULLEN N MONUT AaTb €My Kakoe-HMbyab nopydeHue,
KNSAHSACb, 4YTO BCE& WCMNOAHUT U "XUCTU", KaK roBOpWUT, ANS rocnon He
noxaneet, nNuwb 6bl Npukasanun. "ONs HUX, — TOBOPUT, — T e N € p b BpeMs
TpyaHoe!"

N KHA3b HWKUTa, BMAMMO, TPOHYTbIA ydyacTuem AKy/bKM, 4Yalle 3amoprasn



rnasamu.

ArpadeHe [leTpoBHE CTasio0 HEMHOXKO COBeCTHO npea Akynbkon. OHa
HMKoOraa He nbuna ero 1 4acTo BbiroBapuBasa emy npexae, n BApyr Tenepb
OH OKasasca OAMH M3 NepBblX, BblKasaBLWMX ycepawe, Korga MoHSAN, 4To
rocnoaam rnpuLnoCb KpyTo.

- Het, a™v nwoau!.. - noBTOopuna BOMKOHCKMK. — ¥YX S He roBopr nNpo
JlaBpeHTMs c ero nMcbMamm, HO Manbuumweka, dopentop... N npeacrasb cebe,
roBOpSAT, CerogHs y Hac B AOMe BCe CTapuKu BCHO HOYb MOJIUIUCH.

- Muwa MHe rosopwn, 4To JlaBpeHTui gan obet natmn newkom B Kues, ecnu
BCé Nponaét 6naronony4yHo, — ckasana ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa M ynblbHYyNach.

- 3Haewb 4TO0? - BAPYr 6necHyB rnasamum n Bbupass Bcen rpyabto BO3AyX,
BOCK/IMKHYN Hukuta ®€noposuy. — N 9 ¢ HUM nonay, BOT 4TO! — pewnn OH,
Kak 6yaTto BCE yxe rnpowsao u 6bi10 No-npexHeMy pafoCTHO, M OCTaBasloCb
nvwb cobpatbcs u nontm B KueB. - [a, bor pact, Bcé obonapércsa, -
YCMOKOUTENbHO NPOU3HEC OH, — BeAb HUKAKUX MUCEM...

Ho ArpadeHa lNeTtpoBHa nepebuna ero. OHa cnabbiM rosi0COM pacckasana,
yTo 6oKnTCH, Kak b6bl y PabyTnHa He HaWMIOCh KaKNX-HNbyab eé nmucem.

- [Moxanyn, n BNpsAMb, — -— 3aK/Jw4Mna OHa, — HaM He oboutucb 6e3
nobe3HoCTM rocnoanHa AKYbKM.

- YT0 X, 9 ero npm3oBy K cebe, — N KHA3b Benes no3satb K cebe B KOMHATy
dopenTopa.

AKyfnbKa SBWICS C KpPACHbIM OT BOJIHEHUS JINUOM, NPUIMIAaXEHHbIN U
npuoaetbin. OH BbiCAywan BCE, 4yTOo rosopun emy 6apwuH, npurosapwusas:
"Cnywato, cnywato!"

BnpoueM, nopydyeHue He 6bIs10 CNOXHO. Hy>XHO 6b110 BblibpaTbCa U3 gOoMa U
cberatb Kk [lawkoBy, YepkacoBy wunm MaBpuMHY M CKasaTb WM, 4TO Y
BonkoHCkmx B c € 6 naronony4H 0, HO YyTobbl OHM NMpucnanu uMm
n3BecTue B Kanade. AKyfnbka, Kak openTop, 3Han OT/IMYHO U MMeHa BCeX
rocrnoj, v rae KTo XXUBET.

- Ecnu Bblbepelwbcs, Hazaa M He MbiTalca BO3BpallaTbCs, — CKasan emy
KHA3b HUKKUTa. — DTOro He HYXHO.

AKkynbka ewé pa3 nporosopwun: "Cnywato!" - 1M, OTBECMB HU3KUN MNOKJIOH,



BCKMHYN BOJIOCaMu, a 3aTeM MOoJio4ueBaTo, Xefasd BCeM CyWweCTBOM CBOWM
nokKasaTb, YTO Ha Hero MOXHO MOJIOXUTBLCS, YWEN UCNONHATbL NOPYYEHMeE.
KHea3b HukuTa ayman, 4to oH npobepéTtca Kak-HMbyab 3aaBOpKaMu, HO
BCKOpe OKa3anocCb Apyroe.

Ha paBope paspancsa 6ecrnokonHbiv, TFpoMKui Kpuk: "Odepxu! Oepxun!"
BONIKOHCKMI NOAOLWEN K OKHY.

AKynbKa BbINpPbIFHY/T U3 OKHa HMXXHEro ataxa, 6exan, ceMeHs Horamm un Kak-
To ocobeHHO BbiBEpPTbIBasA 6ocklie NaTku. ConaaTtbl KUHYAUCL 6bI10 3@ HUM, HO
AKyNnbkKa C TakOW CTPEMWUTENbHOCTbIO WMCYe3 3a BOpPOTaMu, 4YTO, BUAUMO,
AOrHaTb ero He 6b1J10 BO3MOXHOCTH.

KapaynbHble He npuaanu cepbE3HOro 3HadeHuss 6erctBy AKYIbKM,
Bbl3BaBLUEMY B HMUX TOJSIbKO CMEX.

Ho Akynbka caenan cBoé aerno.

B TOoT Xe AeHb Be4yepoM BONKOHCKUM 6bln1 NpuUcnaH Kanad C XUTPO 3aCyHYTOM
BHYTPb 3anuckoin. 3anucka 6bina ot lMawkoBa n coobwana, 4to MaBpwuH,
MaHHMbGan, YepkacoB u npoune Apy3bsA BbiCaHbl U3 lMeTepbypra B pasHble
ropoaa, Hac4yéT Xe CaMO KHAMMHW OH HMUYEero He MOr y3HaTb, XOTSa nucarsn, yYTo
B 6ymarax PabyTuHa ynmk npoTme Heé HangeHo Mano.

Ha papyrom peHb SlkoBnes, cekpeTapb MeHwwukoBa, npuBé3 BOSIKOHCKUM
npukKasaHuve HeMeaneHHO BblexaTb W3  CTOAMUbl M OTNpaBUTbCA B
NOAMOCKOBHYIO AEPEBHIO, rAe N XuTb 6e3Bbie3aHO0.

TpeBora okoH4YMNack 61arononyyHo.

C ocobeHHbIM pagoCTHbIM YyBCTBOM ye3xan u3 lNetepbypra kKHA3b HWKKTa,
yB03s1 ¢ coboto cBoto ArpadeHy lMeTpoBHY U MUy B AepeBHIO, rae xaana ux
HOBas TUXas >XW3Hb, Kak Me4dyTanocb Hukute ®énopoBuuy, nonHasa nwbeu u
cyacTbA.

- Bcé k nyywemy, BCE K nydwemy! — noBTOpsSiI OH, KPEeCTsaCb B NoCneaHun
pa3 Ha BUAHYO n3ganeka BbICOKYH KOJIOKOIbHIO KPerocTu.

ArpadeHa NeTpoBHa Monyana, 3a4yMumMBO MAAs B OKHO KapeThbl.

YACTb TPETbA



I CTAPbI/ 3HAKOMbIN
MOCTOAHHO BeCE&Nnbin, He 03abOo4yeHHbIl CBOMM MOJIOXXEHWEM W BOBCE He
CTapaBLIMICA pa3pewaTtb Kakue-HMbyab BOMPOCbI CBOEN XWU3HWU, @ MNOTOMY
BCerga [AOBOMbHbIN e, YepeM3nH npeacrtasnsan cobow oAMH U3 Tex
CYACT/INBbIX XapaKTepoB, KOTOpble XUBYT, Kak NTULUbl HebecHble.
Tenepb €My yXe MMWHYNO p[aBHO 3a Tpuauatb. OH nonpo6osan 6bin10
OMNIAHYTbCS, MOCMOTPETb Ha XM3Hb CEpPbE3HEee, HO CeMnYyac Xe peLuns, YTo 3TO
— NYCTAKN, KOTOPbIMN HE CTOUT 3aHMUMATbCS, @ rlaBHOe — MYy4YUTb cebsa uMn, u
yTO BCE 06onaéTcsa un byaeT Tak, Kak OHO AO/IKHO 6bITb.
N B camoM pgene BCE 060oWwOCh Kak Henb3s nydwe. MNpuwno n3Bectme, 4To
boraTbih 6e34eTHbIM CTapuK Aaas Yepem3anHa CKOH4Yancs, u HacneacTso ero
LeSIMKOM AOJ/IKHO NepenTn K NIEeMSIHHUKY.
Yepem3unH, wyTa, nonyydun B MwuTaBe 3TO u3BecTue, wyTs, cobpanca B
AEPEBHIO N caM TpyHWUA Haa cobor, Kak 3TO OH BAPYr 6yaeT XO3AMHMYaTb U
nonaaét m3 "canoHa" Ha nawHio.
TpyaHO 6bIN10 pewnTb, CAYYMNOCb NN Anga YepemanHa BCE B XU3HU Tak, Kak
OH XO0Ten, unanm HaobopoT, OH BCerga enasa MMeHHO TOro, Kak craranmcb Ans
Hero obcCToATeNnbCTBa, HO TONBKO €My Ka3asoCb, 4YTO Jlyywero, Kak BOT
6pocuTb MutaBy u cnyxby, Tenepb yexaTb B AEpPEeBHI — HUYero un 6biTb He
MOr/10.
N OH, Becénblh M [OBOMbHLIA, yexan B AEpeBHI0, rae cemyac xe C ero
npuesaoMm npukasdmk, ObIBLUMA [0 CUX MNOP CNenbiM opyaAueM MpexHero
6aprHa N He CMeBLWMA NMUKHYTb NpU HEM, caenancs rnoyYTM NOSIHbIM XO3SMHOM.
Llenas Bartara 4ensan npuwna K YepemsanHy n, cCnésHo nommHas AobpoTty
NMOKOMHOIr0 €ero AsAKWKY, roBOpwuaa, 4YTO XuNa Yy Hero Ha TakoM-TO
nonoxeumn, — n YepemsanH "nonoxumn" en 6ecnpekocnoBHO BCE AOBOJLCTBO,
KoTopoe oHa Tpeboana cebe. lNpuKasunK Kasasncsad eMy O4YeHb NOPSAOYHLIM U
YeCTHbIM 4YenoBeKkoM, 4yensab - A06pbIMM NOABMU, KOTOPbIM B CaMOM Aene
Hekyaa 6bln0 AeBaTbCs, U K TOMY Xe BCE 3TO, KaK yBepsisin ero, Tak 66110 npu
AaaouwKe, 3HaumMT, NycTb 6yaeT v Brnpeab.
YepeM3uH BuAesn, 4to ¢ TeM 60ratCTBOM, KOTOpOE AOCTasIoOCh EMY, Y HEro He

TOJZIbKO BCEIo 6y.u,eT BAOBOJ1b, HO AaXe€ C U3JTNLLKOM XBAaTUT Ha BCEX.



CocTosiHME ero yBenmymBanoCb, a NOTpPebHOCTU, BEpHEE BO3MOXHOCTb KyAa-
HMOyab TpaTUTb AEHbIM, 3HAUUTENIbHO COKpaTunucb. B aepeBHe, rae Bcé
6b1510 CBOE M rOTOBOE, AEHbLIN NOYTU HE BbIIN HYXHbI.

Ho 3aTo 3aecb 66110 U ckyyHee. CHavyana, B nepBoe BpeMs, 370 6bI/10 HE TakK
3aMeTHO. OaHako BcCKope oAaHoobpasHas XW3Hb CTana HajoedaTb Aaxe
Yepem3anHy. OanHO4YeCcTBO 0CO6eHHO 6bIN0 HENPUATHO.

OH nonpoboBan 6bL1O0 OTNpPaBUTbLCA K coceassMm. IOTO 6blnM  AaBHULIHME
OEepeBEHCKNE XNTeNn, CMOTpeBLUNE Ha YepeM3nHa, KakK Ha COBCEM HOBOro U
Yy>XAOro WM 4enoseka. [IpMBBIKWKWNA K 3arpaHUYHOM XMU3HWU, MNOCTOSHHO
BEPTEBLUMICA, XOTS M NPU ManeHbKOM repLorcKkOM ABOpe, HO BCE-Taku npu
ABOpe, OH COBEpLEHHO OTAMYancsd OT HWUX W pas3BUTMEM, M MaHepaMu, W
HaKNOHHOCTAMU. N OH N OHWM cendac MOHSNU, YTO BOBCE HEe MoAXOoAAT ApYyr K
apyry. M cocean ctanm AnymTbCa ero, Aa u oH, nobbiBaB y HUX pasa no ABa,
oTCTaBasn oT ux obulecTsa.

Kakon-To paHeHbll AparyHCKUnM oduuep, BO3BpaLLABLIMMUCA HA POAUHY,
3aexan K YepeM3uHy, 1 OHU ABa AHSA W ABE HOYM NoApsa npourpann B KOCTU.
Ha TpeTbu CyTKM 3TO A0 TOro Hagoeno Yepem3nHy, 4YTO OH, MPOUrpaB-Taku
NopsiA0YHO OoduLepy, HacMny Mor cnposaguTb ero oT cebda. Oduuep yexan,
NPOKYypua KHACTepOM KOMHATy, B KOTOpPOM OCTaHaBAMBaNCs, ropsayo
NPOCTUCHA C XO3MHOM, KOTOPOMY YyXxe rosopun "Tbl", n octaBun YepemsnHa c
ronoBHow 60Mbl0 WU CaMbiM  OTYasiHHbIM  BOCMOMMHAHMEM  HeCypas3HO
npoBeAEHHOIro BPEMEHMN.

"XeHntbCca nopa, 4to NM? - C ynbibkow nogyman YepeM3anMH U TYyT Xe
paspewnn cBoé coMHeHue: — Hy, Kakas Aypa 3a MeHs nonaétr? A ecnum u
NOMAET, TO TONIbKO Aypa".

Oa v rae 66110 nckaTb noaxoasuwyo HesecTy? lNpasaa, ase-Tpu "60spbiHK",
KaK elé Bennyanm rnoMewnl, B AepeBeHCKON MyLlwn, MedyTaanm O ToM, 4Tobbl
BblAaTb CBOMX Ao4ek 3a 6oraTtoro YepemsnHa, HO HE MOI/IN HE CO3HAaTbCA, UTO
3T0 6bIM  TONLKO MeyTbl, MNOTOMY 4TO WX A[Oo4yKaM Janeko 6bino ao
"3arpaHmMyHOro Hemua", Kak oKpecTMnm YepemanHa B OKOOTKE.

- [Ja v 4yTo B HEM Xopowero? - paccyxganum 6ospblHN. — OQHO CMOBO, 4TO

6orar; HY, Aa HE C 60raTtcTBOM XUTb, @ C YE/IOBEKOM. A Ye/I0BEK-TO OH KakKomn?



NMocToB He cobntogaeT, X034MCTBa He BeAET N KOHCKYIO rpuBY HaAeBaeT.
OaHMM n3 Hepanékmx cocepgen YepemanHa 6bin cTapbii KHA3b  [ETp
Kupunnosuy Tpybeukon, 6bIBLLUNI KOrga-To Npu ABOpe U B LWKone Benukoro
NeTpa, HO NO MNOAO3PEHMIO B Yy4yacTuu, BMpoYeM, BOBCE He [OKa3aHHOM, B
aene uapesnya Anekcesi, COC/aHHbIA Ha Be4yHOe BpeMs B [afIbHIOK CBOK
aepeBH. KHA3b é&Tp Kupwunniosuy, npuvexas B AEpPEBHIO C €4AUMHCTBEHHO
CBOEI [A04epblo, 3anepcs TaM, 3aHANCA YyCTPOMCTBOM AOMa WM Napka, HU K
KOMYy He noexan u agepxan cebsa co BceMu, gaxe C HayaNbCTBYHOLWMMN, OYEHDb
ropao. 2Ta ropaocCTb, HM Ha YéM, cO6CTBEHHO roBOpS, HE OCHOBaHHas, Kpome,
MOXeT OblTb, MOJIy4EHHOr0 roAamMm W ONbITOM Mpe3peHnss K N4ASaM,
nokasanacb OKpYyXalwLWwMM BMNOJSIHE 3aKOHHOK, M BCE KaK-TO He TOJIbKO
NOAYNHUAUCL el, HO CTanu gaxe 609TbCcs KHA34 NeTpa.

B MMEHMHbI ero no4yemMy-To CYMTaIN yXKe A0JSITOM e34UTb K HEMY Ha MOKJIOH; Y
Hero sBUINCb HECKONbKO 3aBceraaTaeB U3 MesikuX, — C/IOBOM, OH 3aHS/1 MeCcTo
BblAawLerocss nuua, KOTopoe co3ganocb camo coboto. MéETp Kupunnosuy
npuexasn n B3sn Ha cebs ponb 3TOro nnua, U BCe TOYHO Cenyac xe nosepunm
€My, 4YTO TaK U 6bITb AO/IHKHO, N NOAYMHUITUCH.

Mpasaa, Tpybeukon 6bln KpyT HpaBOM M He N6 cnyckatb TOMY, KTO, MO
€ro MHeHuto, 6bI1 BUHOBAT Npea HUM,

My>X4uHbl ero 60s/mcb. X039MCTBO OH 3aBén o6pasuoBoe, AOM BbICTPOWUN
BE/IMKONENHbIN. 3eMIn y Hero 6bl10 MHOro, M MOYTU BCE OKPYXHble 6blnun
OO/MKHbI eMy. BnpoueM, yxe 3Toro 6b110 A40OCTAaTOYHO, 4YTO6LI AepXaTb MX B
pyKax.

Oana YepemsmHa 6bl1 B uncie HeMHormx, He 6osBwuxca Tpybeukoro. K
HeMy KHA3b METp OTHOCUIICA C yBaXXeHUEM U yrowan ero no-npudarenscku. C
OCTa/IbHbIMM OH MOYTU He uepeMoHuncs. NHoraa B caMblii pa3rap Be4depHero
nMpa oOH BAPYr noaxoaun K OKHy, 6apabaHun nanbuamm no crekny (B ero
nokosix Be3ae 6blnn BCTaB/eHbl CTEKNA) U FOBOPUST CO B340XOM COXaNeHuUs:
"Hy, roctun goporuve, Houb — KakK AeHb, AOpOra — Kak ckatepTb". 3TO 3Hauuno,
4YTO rOCTM Hajoenu emy, U OH b6onble MXx He 3aaepxuBaeT. N roctn, NoHsBe
HaMéK, NOC/MYLWHO pa3be3xXasanucb, a NOTOM CHOBa ABAS/INCL MO NMepBOMY 30BY.

Mpuexas k cebe, YepeM3anH Hacnywasncs pacckasoB npo MNetpa Kupunnosuua



M He CYEN HYXHbIM OTNpPaBuUTbCA K HeMmy. Takmm o06pa3oM, unMeHue
Tpybeukoro ocraBanocb Ass Hero kKak 6bl HeuccnenoBaHHbIM OCTPOBKOM B
OKpY>XaBLIEN €ro Xu3HW, U Mano-nomMany ero craso My4yuTb NO6OMNLITCTBO.
YT0 3a cTapuk, 4YTo 3a ycaabba y Hero, Nnpo KOTOPYI pacckasblBanu vygeca, u
4YTO 3a A0Yb, NPO KOTOPYK rOBOPWSIM, UYTO OHa Kpacasuua? OaHako noexaTtb
TaK BAPYr, HMU C TOrO HWU C Cero, K ropaoMy CTapuky Yepem3anHy He XOTenochb.
"OTyero e, ogHaKo, He noexaTtb? YTO, NMpaBoO: OH ropasfo craple MeHs,
noxanym, B OTuUbl roautcsa, 6bln Xopow C Asaen, WU ecianm  4yaut co
"3pgewHMMK", TO MOXHO Bcerga cebsa caepxkaTb TakK, UTO CO MHOWM 4yauTb He
bynet".

N YepeMm3unH, CKOpbii Ha peweHus, Bapyr ybeamncs, 4to emy He TONbKO
MOX>HO noexaTtb K TpybeuKoMy, HO 3TO Aaxe TaK U cneayer.

OH Benen cebe nogatb Ny4vYwui Hapaa, nNpuBe3éHHbIM M3 MwuTaBbl, W
3aN10XUTb KONbIMary.

"Mnn He exaTb?" - CHOBa MENbKHY/NI0 Yy Hero, Koraa OH MOCMOTpen Ha
NMPUrOoTOBNEHHbIN  Na3eToBblin  6recTawmnn  KadTaH, KOTOpPOro  yxe
CpaBHUTENbHO TakK AaBHO He HageBan: eMy Kak 6yaATo cTano neHb CMEHWUTb
CBO& 6yaHWYHOE, NPOCTOPHOE oAesAHME Ha 3TOT Hapsa.

TeM He MeHee OH BCE-TakKW o4encs, HeCMOTpS AaXe Ha To, YTo KadTaH cTan
€My HEeCKOJIbKO Y30K U HEeIOBKO CXXuUMan rpyab.

OH nerko BCKOYM B KOJMbIMAry 1, He yCeBLIUCb elé KaK cneayeT, KPUKHYN
Kydyepy, 4TOo6bI TOT Tporasn. Jlowaan ApyXHO noAxXBaTWIW, W KoJbiMara
3aKayanacb Ha CBOMX PEMHSAX.

Ho, HecMOTps Ha 3T peMHK, oTBpaTUTENIbHAs Aopora To U Aeno AaBana cebs
YyBCTBOBaTb. YepeM3nH, e3amBluMin 60NbLIED 4YacTblo BEPXOM MO AEepeBHe,
Kak-TO ynycTun m3 Buaa, cobupascb npeanpuHsaTb CBOK Moe3aky, Ty MyKY,
KOoTOpas oXxwugana ero B KosibiMare. Tpsicsio, Ka3anocb, TakK, YTO BCE BHYTpU
nepesopaynBanocb. Bcsikoe yaoBonbCTBME nponano, U YepemsnH yxe cumtan
MUHYTbI, KOr4a HakKoHeL MOXEeT KOHYUTbCS ero nbiTKa.

- 3aBTpa Xe Ben ucnpasutb y cebs gopory...0-0-ox! — oxan oH, XBaTasiCb
3a 6okK.

Yepe3s vyac BpeMeHM OH Bbexasn BO BageHuWe KHA3SA pr6eu,|<oro, KakK



CBUAETENbCTBOBAS KaMeHHbIM CcToNnb6 C Hagnucbkd nNpu Aopore, U B 3TOM
"BnageHnn" popora crana ewé xyxe.

- [la 4TOo X 370 3a 60XXeckoe HakasaHue! — BOCK/IMKHYJ/T HaKoHeL, YepeM3nH un
npukasan Kydyepy: — lNowén warom, warom rnoesxamn!

Ho nowaan camm yxe nepecrtanm MATU pbiCblo. [lopora C Ka)AbiM Larom
CTaHOBMNAcb BCEé MeHee npoe3xet. Kasanocb, yem b6nmxe 6bin10 K ycaabbe,
TEeM XyXe.

- Hy, yx u nomewwuk! - yaueBnanca YepemsumH. - A ewé uyygeca
pacckasbiBalOT Npo Hero... Xopowo, He4yero ckasaTtb! BoT BpyT-TO!.. N exaTb
He CTOWMM0 NpOCTO... Tuwe Tbi! — CHOBa KPWKHY/N OH, XBaTasdACb 3a Kpas
KosibIMarn m 4yTb He BblleTeB M3 HEé OT HOBOI0 HEOXWAAHHOro CTPallHOro
ToN4Ka.

Ha popore B 3TOM MecTe 6bl1 OTBECHbIM YCTYyn MO KpanHeW Mepe B Non-
apwuHa BbiWWHbLI. CBEpHYTb B CTOPOHY 6blLJI0 HEBO3MOXHO. YacTbl nec,
3aBasieHHbIN OFPOMHbLIMM CTBOJSIAMU AepeBbEB C NMOAHATbLIMU U TOPYaBLUUMU B
pa3Hble CTOPOHbI Cy4YKaMn U KOPHAMU, He NO3BOJSAS CbexaTb C AOPOrn.

N Baopyr nocne 3TOM aACKOM TPSICKM, NOCMEe PbITBUH, 06PbLIBOB M OrPOMHbIX
6yNbDKHMKOB KONbIMara Bbexasna Ha rnaakoe, yaAMBUTENbHO POBHOE WocCce U
nokaTunacb, Kak no 6bapxarty. YepeM3nH nonan B uapcreme HebecHoe.
Bnocneancreun oH y3Han, 4to y Tpybeukoro Hapo4yHo BHadane gopora 6binia
ncrnopyeHa, 4tobbl NPOE3XNiA MO yylle OUEHUTb NOCNEAYHOLYH POCKOLWb.
Mo cTopoHaM npeKkpacHOM, BbITAHYTOM B CTPYHKY W TOYHO MPUIN3AHHOM
A0poru, Ha KOTOPYK Bbexan Tenepb YepeMsunH, OoTKpblslacb AMBHAs NaHopaMa
NYros C NoAuYuvLlEHHbIMX Kywamu aepeB. be3obpasHbli, AUMKMIA nec ocTasncs
c3aau. Tenepb Bctoay 6bina BuaHa 3aboTnmBas pyka, npeBpaTMBLUAs BCHO
OKpPeCTHOCTb B Napk. Mo BpeMeHaM MexAay KpacuBbIMW FpyrnnaMu CAOBHO
HapoO4YHO pacCCaXeHHbIX KYCTapHMKOB W [AepeBbeB Mnonajaancb W Takue,
KoTopble 6biIM NOACTPMXEHbI B (POPMYy OrpOMHOM Ba3bl, NeTyxa, a u4eTbipe
KaK-TO CcpocluMecs aepeBa MMenu aaxe Bua cnoHa ¢ xobotoM n 6ecepkon
HaBepxy B Buae 6angaxuHa.

YepeM3uH, owyllas Tenepb NPpUATHBLIA OTAbIX POBHOM M CKOPOW e34bl, 3abbin

y>XXe CBO& My4yeHbe U nLlb nobosancsa Tem, 4To BMAEN NO CTOpOHaM.



HoO BOT OH Bbexan B y30p4aTbie KaMeHHble C repbom BopoTa, 06BUTbIE, KakK
neneHom, non3yymmm pacTEHUSMU; OKPYINEHHbIA BbICOKMA KYCTapHUK,
6pocas NpuUATHYIO TeHb, NPUBNM3NACA K A0pOre, OT KOTOPOW Tenepb yXe LWaun
apyrme pgoporm u anneu. Bckope no obeumm cTopoHaM MOTSAHyNachb
NOACTPUXEHHAss N cBepXy U ¢ 60KOB M3ropoab akauui, a 3aTeM OoHa BAPYr
obopBanacb 1 gana MecTto ABYM ¢oHTaHaMm. [lopora noBepHysa nog npsiMbiM
yriioM BnNpaBo - W rnasam YepemamHa OTKpbliAachk uenas annes u3 ¢GoHTaHOB,
HEeYMOMYHO M POBHO MOAbIMABLIMX TOHKYI CTpPYyH BOAbl, KaK pakeTa,
paccbinaBlIyOCs HaBepxy 6nectawmmm Ha conHue 6pbidramn. Annes
3aKaHyMBanacb [ABYMsSi CTOSIBWUMMWM MO CTOPOHaM OrFpOMHbIMM  JibBaMy,
MEeTaBLUMMK BOAY U3 NACTU B LUMPOKKME Kpyrible 6accenHsl.

3a 3TUMKW NbBaMWU pPaCCTUNANCSA WMPOKUIA KPYr, BeCb MOKPbITbIN LIBETHUKOM,
TOYHO 6bI71 pa3oCcTNnaH KOBEpP CaMoOro XMTporo y3opa. LiBeTHuK ornbana yburtas
M yCbiNaHHas SApPKO-KpacHbIM MNeckoM Jopora, obcaxeHHass MasieHbKUMK,
OKPYrNéHHbIMN B LIap AepeBUaMW, HaAaxXOAMBLUMMWUCA B OAMHAKOBOM Apyr OT
Apyra pacCTosiHUKN, N COeANHEHHbIMWU, KaK rMpasiHaaMn, ANKUM BUHOMPaLOoM.
KaMeHHbIn  ABYX3TaXHbI AO0M, NOXO0XWKM Ha Asopel MeHwukoBa B
MNetepbypre, 6necrten cBoeld 30/I04EHON KpbIWEN U NecTpes 3anoSIOHMUBLUMMHU
ero 6ankoH M OKHa LBeTamMu.

Y noagvesga YepemsunHa BCTpeTuam € pabonenHbiM NoYTeHMEM ABa sakes B
KpacHbIX nuBpesx (Mo NOKpoOK HUYYTb He XyXe ero, YepeMmsunHa, kadTaHa) u
BbICAAWUIN ero noj pyKun 13 KosibiMaru.

YepeM3nHa BBEIM B OrPOMHble CEHW, rae Toxe 6un poHTaH M OTKyaa ABYyMS
BCXO4aMUM WA HaBepx JsecTHuMua, yCTaBneHHas uBeTamMu. Mexay 3TuMu
BCXogamu 6bl1 apka, CKBO3b KOTOpPYK BMAHENacb AJIMHHAs nNepcnekTuea
NnpsiIMON, KasaBllencss 6eCKOHeYHOo, anseun, Tenno OCBEWEHHOMW COSIHUEM, B
0CO6EeHHOCTM B CpaBHEHUW C HECKOSIbKO MATOBbIMW MOAYTOHAMW KaMEHHbIX
NPOXNaAHbIX M NAXHYBLUNX LIBETAMN CEHEWN.

34ecb YepeM3nHy NpuULIIOCh XAaTb A0BOJIBHO AOTO.

HakoHeu Ha necTHuue nokasancs 6naroobpasHbii naken, o4eBMAHO, CaMbli
CTapwuin, n, oTBECUB HNU3KUIM NOKNOH, He 6e3 AOCTOMHCTBA, CKa3an:

- Moxanynte-c!



YepeM3nH MOAHANCS Ha BTOPOM 3Tax. 34eCb NpsSAMO C NecTHuuen 6onbluoto
ApPKOK COeAMHANCA 3a C LUMPOKNUMU OKHAMU U TaKUM Xe LUMPOKMM BXOAOM Ha
Teppacy, OTKyAa HECCS HeXHbl 3anax uBeToB, MOYTU CMIOWb YCbINaBLIKX
KaMeHHble CX0Apbl.

HaBcTpeuy YepeM3unHy LWéN BbICOKUI, CYXOM CTapuk B 60TdopTax u BOEHHOM,
HO HECKOJIbKO M3MEeHEHHOM MpPOTMB (POPMbl MyHAMPE CAaMOro NpPoCTOro CykHa.
Boobue BCcsA ogexaa cTapyka COBEpLUEHHO He COOTBETCTBOBAsa OKpYy KakLlemn
POCKOLLN.

- Mopa, nopa, AaBHO XAaan, — 3aroBopma OH OTYETAMBO U ACHO M, NOAONAA K
YepeM3uHy, NpOTSAHYN eMy pyKy, a 3aTeM noacTaBun WEKy, NaoxXo Bbi6puUTylto.
- [JaBHo, rosopto, xpan.. C paspen 6binm nNpuaATensiMW... MOr paHblle
npuexarb...

YepeM3nH CcTos Mosda.

Tpybeukon ornsaen ero ¢ HOr 40 rofoBblI.

- Hy, Hnyero, - ckasan OH HakoHeu. - Jlyywe no34HO, 4YeM HuKoraa...
CTaporo He NoMsHy Tenepb... CTynamn 3a MHOW, Tbl MHE NMOHPAaBUJICA.

N, 6yAaTO HEeCcKazaHHO OCYaCTNMBMB 3TUM YepeM3unHa, OoH NOBEénN ero kK cebe no
aHdwunage pasyKpaleHHbIX U pacnMCaHHbIX KOMHaT.

Tak MNpownn OHW KpYTOM BCero Aoma, xota "kabuHet" Tpybeukoro 6bin
psAoM C 3a70M WM B Hero MOXHO 6bl10 nonactb ropasgo kKopoye. Ho
Tpyb6eukon noBén YepeM3anHa MMEHHO Yepe3 BCE KOMHaTbI.

— A BOT MO KabuHeT, — NOSACHWU OH, He 06opaydmBasCb, Korga OHU AOLWNN A0
Hero.

KabuHeTt Tpybeukoro 6bin, Kak 1 ero ogexaa, npsiMot0 NpOTUBOMOSIOXKHOCTbIO
BCeMY, 4TO 6bII0O KpYyroMm. 3Ta OrpoMHas KeBagpaTHas KOMHaTa C MNpOCTbIMU
BblbeneHHbIMM CTEHAMM U HeKpalleHow JaepeBsiHHO Mebenbto, 6binia
3acTtaBsieHa crtonamMm m wkadamMm C KHUramum. Ha cronax nexanu rpyaoto
CBUTKM KaKUX-TO MJaHOB W reorpadpuyeckmx kKapTt. TyT Xe BuAaHenacb
actponsabus, 6onbwon rnobyc, noasopHasa Tpyba. B ogHOM 13 yrnoB Bansinmchb
CTPYXKU U CTONSAPHBIA MHCTPYMEHT.

Tpyb6eukon noaBEN rocta K 04HOMY U3 CTOSI0B, CABUHYN 60/bLUYIO OTKPbLITYHO

KapTOHKY C HoMepaMmu "leTepbyprcknx BepomocTten" u nokasan pykKow Ha



CTY/1 C BbICOKOK peLéTHaTo CIUHKOWN.

Okazanocb, 4yto MNétp Kunpunnosu4, HECMOTps Ha [AaBHee npebbiBaHMe B
AepeBHe, HUCKOJIbKO He OTCTas OT TOro, 4to Aenanocb Tenepb B lNeTtepbypre
W Npu ABOpPE, U U3 ero paccrnpocoB 1 pa3rosopa YepemMsnH NoHSAM, YTO CTapuK
BOBCE He MNpUMUPUICA CO CBOUM JepeBeHCKMM yeaAunHeHneM wun TBEpAOo
HaJeeTCsl, YTO BpeMs ero ewé He npoLsio.

YepeM3anMH 3Han, 4YTO MHOrme, B TOM u4ucne, Buammo, u Tpybeukon,
nocTpadaBlWwMin 3a uapeBuya Anekcesl, MOryT oXwuaaTb MNOMOLWM OT MaTepu
uapesnya u, crnepoBaTesibHO, 6abku UapCTBOBaBLUIEro KHOMO MMMNeparopa,
EBaokmn ®EAOPOBHbI, pPOXAEHHOW JIONYXMHOW, B WHOKWHAX EneHbl,
cocnaHHon lMetpoMm B LUnuccenbbypr, HO Tenepb OCBOOOXAEHHOW BHYKOM.
OHa xwuna yxe B MockBe, B HoBoaeBMybeM MOHACTblpe, W Benn4yanacb
"MocypapblHen yapuuen”.

Mo kKposn EBaokna ®énopoBHa sABNSIACk €4UHCTBEHHbIM 6/1IM3KUM, KPpOMe ero
cecTpbl HaTtanbu, nMUOM K uMnepaTopy. XOTs nocneaHuin 40 CMX NOp HUKOraa
He 3HaBan csoen 6abku, HO KaszanoCb OYEHb BEPOSATHbLIM, YTO POACTBEHHOE
YyBCTBO 3aroBOpuT B HEM nMpu MepBOM Xe CBUAAHUW. DTO CBMAAHME
6113mMnocb — nMnepaTop Ao/mKeH bbil npuexaTb B MOCKBY Ha KOpPOHaUMIO.

- [locMOTpuTE, HOBblE BpeMeHa HacCTaHyT, U BCE MOMAET MHade, — cKasan
Nétp Kupunnoeud YepemsnHy, HEeBOJIbHO YAMBASABLUEMYCH, KakuM obpas3oMm
3TOT CTapuK A0 CUX MOP COXPaHWUN U YM, N SHEPruio, U rMaBHOE - XeflaHune
BCE ewé natu snepén.

OHM ocTaBanucb B KabuHeTe 4yaca ABa - A0 Tex nNOp, MNoOKa Jfaken,
BCTPETMBLWNIK YepeM3nHa Ha NectHuue, He Npuwén u He A0JSI0XUA, 4TOo
KywaTb NoAaHo.

- Monaém obepatb! — npurnacun Tpybeukomn.

N onaTb OHM, NO BCEWN aHdwunage KOMHAT, NpULLAM B 3a1 U CNYCTUINCL 3aTeM
B HMXXHWW 3Tax, rae nomewanacb cronosasd. Cton 6bi1 NOKPbIT KaM4yaTHOR
CKaTepTblo N YCTaB/ieH 30/10TOKO N cepebpsaHOoo NoCyaon.

YepeM3unH, BONAS B CTOJIOBYK, HEBOJSIbHO OCTaHoBW/CA. pea HUM y cTona
cTosina mMonopas xo3sanka, Aodvb lNetpa KupunnoBuua. Bbicokasi, CTponHas,

6enas v pyMdaHas, € NpaBWbHbIMU, POBHbLIMU, TEMHbIMU 6|DOBFIMM n ANNHHOKO



KOCOK C SAPKOK JIEHTOK, OHA CTOss1a, ONYCTUB OJIMHHbLIE PECHULUbI U CITOXUB
KpacuBble, OTKpbITble pykuM. Ha Hen 6blim nap4yoBbli pycCKUW capadaH C
KMCENHbIMU pyKaBaMu M BbICOKAs KUKaA.

OHa noknoHuNnacb YepemanHy pyccKmMM MOKSIOHOM, U OH TakK XXe OTBETWJ eN.

- Hy, caaucb, caaucb! - npurnacun ero crapbli KHSA3b, Kak 6yaTto He
3aMeyas, Kakoe BrneyaT/ieHue Npomn3BoauT ero Aoub.

Hayann nopaBaTtb KywaHba. [1éTp Kupunnosuy en Oo4YeHb MHOro, B
0CO6EeHHOCTM 3enéHON Kalwu, KOTOPYH OTAeNbHO nojann eMy U KOTOPYH OH,
BUAMMO, OYeHb Nto6uU.

[lonroe BpeMs 3a CTO/IOM Lapwio MOSYaHME, KOTOpPOro Kak 6bl yMbIWEHHO
He npepsbiBan Métp Knpunnosud. YepeM3nH cumTana HEBEX/IMBbIM 3aroBOpuUTb
paHblue ero.

Nakeun, b6ecwymMHO CTynas CBOMMW MArkKMMW bBawMakamu, CIYy>XWu, TOYHO
6e3MoNBHblE KYKIbl.

3a obenomMm, kKpoMe YepemsuHa, Apyrux rocren He 6biio. Métp Kupunnoswmy
BUYEpa eLlé BeyepoM noaxoausa K OKHY CO cBoen 0bblyHOM (hpa3on, n rocrtum
BYepa xe yexanun. OH bbln He B AyXe, HO Npue3a YepeM3nHa paccesn ero.

— Tbl HE CMOTpPU, — BAPYr 3aroBOpua OH, OTOABUIras Tapesky C Kalwew, — 4YTo
OHa, — OH KMBHYN Ha A04Yb, — B capadaHe y MeHs... Tbl CKaXxu, pa3se Haul
Hapsa4 >XEHCKUW XyxXe 3TUX pob pasHbIX HEYKXUX WU CTeCHUTENbHbIX?
Jlydwe Beab 1 Kpacueen... a?.. Jlyywe, cnpawmeato 9 1eb6sa? — NOBTOPUI OH.

- Jlyywe, - egBa C/bIWHO NOBTOPU YepeM3unH, 4yBCTBYS, YTO KpacCHeeT.

- Hy, BoT TO-TO!.. B capadaHe y MeHs - KpacaBuua, a nonpobyin eé
HapsAUTb B 3arpaHunyHyto poby?.. A Tbl roBopullb, — BApYr obepHyncs Métp
Knpunnoeuy Kk YepeManHy, KOTOPbIN HUYEro ewé He roBopusa, — 3a4eM 9 He
HOLLY PYCCKOro KadtaHa uab 0 N a W € H b, Kak OH TaM Ha3blBaeTCs...

- OnaweHsb... — Ha4yan 6bi10 YepeM3uH.

Ho Tpy6eukoit nepebun ero:

— Tak NOTOMY, UYTO TakK, — OH CxBaTwu/csa 3a 60pT MyHAMpPa pyKoto, — yaobHee,
noHMMaewsb - yaobHee... n Toxe nydwe... MaTpéwky cioga u MeaHblya! -
rnpuvKasan OH.

YepeM3nH He Mor He 3ameTuTb, 4to [MMéTp Kupunnosuy 6bin 34ecCb, B



CTO/I0OBOM, Ha NOANAX, TaK CKa3aTb, COBCEM APYrMM YesI0BEKOM.

B ABepsx nosiBMAach Aypa C pa3ManiéBaHHbIMUM LWeKaMu, B LWENKOBON pobe u
6yKNnsaMn M3 NakanM M OrpoMHbIM BEepoM B pyKaxX, WM BbiCOYaMlero pocTta
yesiloBeK B PYCCKOM OAesHWUU, C OJIMHHOK 60poaoM M B BbICOKOW LUAMKeE,
OTUero pocT ero Kasasncs eweé b6onblue.

- BenbMOXHOMY 60sipUHY M BCEM FOCTSAM YeCTHbIM 4yenoM 6béT MBaHblu-cBeT!
— TOHKMM TEHOPOM MPOroBOPU BEIMKAH, CHUMAs WankKy U HU3KO KIIaHSAACh.

— BOHXYp, FyTbl-MOpAbl! — nponuwana aypa, KpUBNssCb U npucenas.

- Xopowwn? — cnpocun Tpybeukon y HYepem3anHa.

ToT, MopLlacb, CMOTpesl Ha 3TUX ABYX NOAEN U yAMBASANCHA, KakK MOr 3TOT
CTapbl KHSA3b, OTel cuaeBlen npej HUM KpacaBuubl, TOIbLKO 4TO Yy cebsa B
KabuHeTe BblKa3bliBaBWMA CTOJIbKO YyMa B CBOEM pas3rosope, MOJIHOM
WHTepeca, AepXaTb Y cebs WyToB U TEWNTbCA UMW,

- He HpaBuTCcs, — € ycMewko npoTaHyn MNEtp Kupmnnosuy, wypsicb CBOUMU
oCTpbiMM rnasamu. - Hy, nownu BOH! - obepHynca oH K MaTpéwke u
MBaHbIby, N Te cenyac Xe ucyesnn 3a aBepsiMu. — A MHorme nbart ato! -
cepb&3Ho, Kak 6bl npo cebs, nporosopun Tpybeukon n 3amonyan.

B cTonoBon BCé cHOBa CTUXO.

NMocne obepa Monopas KHSXHaA ywa cenyac xe kK cebe, a cTapblil KHSA3b
nosén YepemanHa nokasaTtb Napk v cag.

YepeM3uH cpasy MOHSAN, 4YTO CTapuKky 6bln0 NPUATHO, KOraa XBanwuiau ero
YCTPOWCTBO, U OH XBanwus BroJSIHE NCKPEHHE.

- Hy, a Kak Tbl Agymaewb, — cnpocun Tpybeukon, nokasbiBas Ha TWATeNbHO
pacyuLeHHoe MPOCTPaHCTBO, pacCcTuU/aBLLUeecs Mo CTOPOHaM AOpOru, — 3TO 4
TONIbKO A1 KPACOTbl, TONIbKO AJ19 F1a3 CrOHSAI0 Clo4a MYXMKOB Ha paboTy?
YepeM3nH He 3Hasn, YTO OTBETUTD.

- 2%, Tbil.. Bcé noa noceB MnOMAET. DTO BOT WMBaHbl4 CO 3AELUHUMU
noMewmKamMmn AyMmarT, 4TOo 3TO - ogHa 6naxb. Hy, a Tbl He ayman Tak!
MocMOTpuULb, NOYUYULLBLCA U caM Y cebs UMCTUTb CTaHelb...

HakoHel Yepem3unH, 6058Cb HafoeCcTb CBOMM MepBbIM NoceleHmneM, cobpancs
AOMOM.

-Hy,aocBunpagaHb A, CAblWNWb, — FOBOPK "A0 CBMAAHbLA", — CKa3an emy



CTapbin KHA3b Ha NpowaHbe. — Tbl MHE NMoHpaBuncsa. 4 ckasan...

Hukorga ewé He 4dyscTBOBan YepeM3nH cebss TakMM OAMHOKMM, Kak nocne
CcBoen noe3akn B KHsKeckoe, Kak HasblBanoCb MMeHue Tpybeukoro. AaanHa
ycaabba, B KOTOpoM OH 6bls1 Tenepb XO038MHOM, MoKasanacb €My U CKY4YHOM U
6eaHon. MNpexHUNn ero NOKOWM M BCerpallHee Xopolwlee pacnofoXeHue ayxa
KaK pyKOW CHSMO.

"N xopowa xe oHa!" - BcnoMnHan oH npo Tpybeukyk, U ero HeyaepXxumo,
CTPaCTHO CTano TSAHYTb TyAa, Ha3ah, 4Ttobbl XOTb ONSATb MesbKOM 3a 0b6enom
nornaneTb Ha Heeé.

OH BbIXAan HEeCKONIbKO AHEWN U CHOBa oTrnpasuicsa B KHsaxeckoe.

B 5TO BTOpoOe noceweHWe OH 3acTtan TaM MHOro Hapoga. OpgHako T[1éTtp
Kupunnosu4, BMamMmo, OT/iM4an ero OT BCeX rocten, 6bin ¢ HMM O0COBEHHOo
nobeseH 1 Noun ero CBOUM, BbINMUCAHHBLIM UCKAKOUYUTENBbHO ANsa cebsi, BUHOM U
KOpMW 3e/1EHON Kaluen.

YepeM3nHy He MOHpaBMNIOCb, KakK aepxanu cebs roctu Tpybeukoro no
OTHOLWEHU K X03anHy. CBoMM obpalleHneM C KHA3eM OHW ropasno 6onblie
noaxoamnu Kk MaTtpéwke u MBaHblvy, yeM K YepeM3nHy, KOTOpbiA 6bin C
KHSA3€M MNPOCT U UCKpeHeH, u TpybeuKkon OTHOCUACHA K HEeMY MHaye, 4YyeM K
OCTasIbHbIM.

Ho >Tm roctn, cHayana cepauvBlive W pasgpaxaswme YepemanHa, BCKOpe
OKazanucb O4yeHb none3HbiMU. CTapbll KHA3b, 3aHSABWMWCb WMMWU, OCTaBWA
Yepem3anHa Cc go4vepsio.

Mocne 3Ton, noesakn YepemamHa B KHskeckoe caenanucb BCE 6onee u
bonee wuvactbiMm. OH e3aun Typa, He obpawas yxe BHUMaHMA Ha
MCMNOPYEHHYIO AOPOry U Ha TO, HACKOJIbKO MPUJINYHbI €ro YyacTble noceLleHus.
KHsoxHe NpuHe MNeTpoBHe Tpybeukon WEN yxe aBaauaTbh AEBATbIN rog, HO eé
KpacoTa OT 3TOro He 6bla MeHblle U, Ka3anocCb, He 3aBucena oT MPOTEKLINX
net. Eweé B lMeTtepbypre, korga oHa 6bl1a BOCEMHaAUATUIETHEKD AEBYLIKON, K
HEen yXXe CBaTasioCb MHOMO >XEHWXOB, HO OTel OAMHAKOBO BCEM OTKa3blBall.
34ecb, B AepeBHe, X0Ts, COBCTBEHHO, HUKTO He CMen Aep3HYTb UMETb KaKue-
HMbyab Buabl Ha poyb [lMetpa Kupunnosuuya Tpybeukoro, HO BCE-Taku

HalW/IMCb CMENIbY4aKn, noayvymBlime ot Ctaporo KH434 TakKoW OTBET, YTO cenyac



Xe CTanu He paibl 3@ CBOK CMeslocTb. Ha OAHOro M3 TakKUX XXEHUXOB
Tpyb6eukon NpsiMo Benen cnycTuTb LenHbix cobak.

MNéTp KupunnoBuy He MOr He BWAETb, YTO MMEHHO COCTaBNSIET [/IABHYHO
npuMMaHKky ans YepemsanHa B KHs)KECKOM, M Kak 6bl HApO4YHO OCTaBAsSN €ro C
[oYepblo, TOYHO >Xefas caenaTb Kakoe-TO HabnioaeHWe M 3aK/4YnUTb €ero
CBOMM BbIBOAOM. A YepeM3nH Mexay TeM CTas yXe e€34UTb K HUM MO KpanHeln

Mepe 4vepe3 AEHDb.

IT HEYOA4YA
Mecsiua yepes ABa C NOJIOBUHOK Nocse nossneHns YepemsnHa B KHSXeCKOM
CTapbin KHA3b Npu3Ban Ao4b K cebe B KabuHerT.
NpuHa lMeTpoBHa 4pe3BblvyalHO He nbuna, Kkoraa eé 3sanu B 3Ty KOMHATY, U
boanacb TamM oTua ewé 6onbwe, 4veM O06biIkHOBeHHO. [éTp Kupunnosuny
BCTpeyan eé kpawHe HeapyxentbHo y cebsa B kabuHeTe, rae Bceraa
NpoMcxoamnmn y Hero c Heto "obbsicHeHMsa". OHa BowNa M cTana y OKHa, B
OXWAAHWM, KOorga 3aroBopuT oTel.
OH xoamn no KOMHATe, Kak 6yaTO He 3aMedyas J4odepu, Mypabikan
BMOJIr0/10Ca KaKyl-TO CONAATCKYIO NECHIO U, MpPoXoasi, CMaxmean Cco CTOJI0B U
Bewen, XoTa Ha HUX He 6blNo HU NblIMHKK. WpuHa [leTpoBHa Tepnennso
xaana.
-~ Tbl YUTO XX 3TO, M€ p e MO /14 aTb MEHS X04elwb, a? — 3aroBOPuM/T HaKoHeL,
MNétp Kupunnosnu.
- 4 xay, noka BaMm yrogHo 6yaet, 6aTiowKa, 3aroBOpUTb CO MHOK, -
OTBETWU/Ia OHa, NoKayMBas rosoBolo.
- A-a, Hy xaun! — cnokomHo nporosopun Tpybeukon n cHoBa 3axoaun. lNneyo
ero Aépranocb BCE cunbHee M cunbHee. — Kak Tbl AyMaelb, CKONbKO Tebe
NeT, a? — Crnpocua OH ONsATb, BNpOYeM, AOBOJIbHO MSATKO.
- [OBapuaTtb AeBATb, — TUXO OTBETUMA KHSXHA, MWcnyraHHo, pobko,
ncrnoanobbs B3rnsabiBas Ha oTua.
- [a, ABaguaTtb AeBATb, — MNOBTOPU OH — YTO X Tbl AyMaellb, OTYEro A0 CUX
nop s He Bblaan Tebsa 3aMyx, a?.. OTYEro oCTaBu/ BEKOBYLLEN?

MpuHa MeTpoBHa Tsxeno, rny6oko B3goxHyna. OHa 3Hana, 4To oTel 6yaeT



MY4YUTb €€ MMEHHO 3TMM pPa3roBOPOM.

— Tbl He B3AblXal... 3TO — NycCTAKW. [Mo-Bawemy, 3To — 6naxb... bbian y Bac
XEeHUXun, bbinn, n He otaan s 1ebsa, NOTOMY UYTO HM OAMH H € C T O U T Tebs.
BoT n Bcé! Tenepb, — NpoaoKan KHA3b, C/ierka 3annHasiCb, — HOBbIN XXEHUX
y Bac ecCTb: YepeM3unH, nMoMewmuK, He CcerofgHsa-3aBTpa cAesiaeT BaMm
MpPONO3nLUUIO.

OH WWPOKO YNbIBHYNCA M OTBECUST HU3KWUI MOKNOH Aodepu. [pu MMeHu
YepeM3nHa KHaXHa MipyHa BCA BCMbIXHYNaA.

- Pa3Be 3T0 MoXeT 6bITb? — NMpou3Hecna OHa, Aenas HEMMOBEPHOe ycuine,
yTOob6bl CAEepXaTb CBOU CNE3bI.

E xoTenocb nnakaTb, HO OHa 3Hana, 4YTto oOTel, TepneTb He MoOr Ccnés u
npuxoann Npu Buae nx npocTto B 6eleHcTBo.

- He "MoxeT" 6bITb, @ 6byneT, n byaetr Ha AHAX, — NONpaBua KHA3b. — S 3TO
roeopto. Tbl yBUMAMWDb... Tak A xenan 6bl CNpoCUTb BacC, Kak Bbl K 3TOMY
OTHECETECH.

- Kak 6yaet BaMm yrogHo, — oTBeTuna KHsbxHa MpuHa.

- KoHeuHo, BCE byaeT T a K, KaK MHe yroaHo, — KpukHyn MNétp Kupunnosumu.
Nne4yo ero B 370 BpeMd TakK u aépranocb. — Ho A cnpawwuBaio B a C, Balwe
MHeHue!.. Bbl 6bl cornacunncb NonTH 3a Hero 3amMyx? OH — YyenoBek b6oraTtbin,
obpasoBaHHbLIN, paccyauTenbHbl, MNpeKpacHbIM 4YenoBek W roaamm He
ManbynLLKa.

C kaxabIM C/10BOM OTUa NMuo MpuHbl MeTpoBHbLI pa3ropanocb BCE CUJIbHEE U
cunbHee. EN CTpacTHO XOTenoCb CKasaTb OTUy, 4Y4TO BCE, 4YTO OH FOBOPWUT,
rnpaBsga, 1 YTO OHa cornacHa.

- Tak Tbl cornacHa? — KpukHyn MNérp Knpunnosunu.

OHa He paBuHynacb, 6poBbl0 He noBena, HO BCE eé CyLlecTBO CaMbiM eé
MOJT4YaHMEM N CMYLLEHUEM FOBOPWUIO, YTO OHa 6bina 6bl paga aToMy.

- Bcé 310 9 3Han. Bcé 310 Tak, — 3arosopun Tpybeukon, 3axoamB CHOBa Mo
KOMHaTe, Kak 6yATo Oo4YeHb AOBOJbHbIN, YTO ero OXwuaaHus onpaBAanucCb U
YTO A0Yb He OTBETU/Ia OTKA30M.

- [1a OH He caenaeT, — BAPYr, NOAHSAB rosIoBy, CKasasla KHSXKHA.

Métp Knpunnnosmn4y oCTaHOBUCS Npes Helo.



- Kak He cpenaeT, Korga s roBopro, YTO OH CAENAET Ha AHAX MpOrno3vuuio
Te6e? [osonbHa! 3Hat. Hy, a notoM uyto 6yaetr? Wcrtopusa u3BeCcTHaa -
HagoeauTe Apyr ApYyry n B 3TOM pa3Be HanaéTe cyacTbe... a?

OH xoamn no KoMHaTe BCE 6bicTper n bbicTpen, aépran naeyoMm, n roaoc ero
CTaHOBUJICA TBEPXeE.

— 51 BOT 4TO BaM CKaxy, — roBopusi OH. — lyCTb YepeM3MHCKUA MOMELUNK n
6oraT, n Xopow, — OH MHe caM HpaBuTcs 6onblle BCeX BaLUMX XEHUXOB, — HO
TONbKO A Tebs 3a Hero He oTAaM... He otaam! — KpukHyn oH Tak, 6yaTo y Hero
OTHUManNu 4Yto-HMbyab. — BOT 1 BCE. 3Hal0, YTO Bbl AyMaeTe Tenepb 060 MHe.
3Hato... Bbl aymaeTe: g - BapBap, BOT AepXy Bac TyT, U AyMaeTe, Korga S
pa3Bs>Xy Bac.

- Yto Bbl, baTiowka! - Havana 6bINO0 KHAXHA WpuHa, M cnésbl-Taku
rnoKasasmcb y HeMn.

- A yMpy 5, TOXEe He CMeuTe BbIXoAUTb 3amyx! - npoaoskan oteu. -
BekoBywen nydwe, sekosyuwen nyyuwel.. Cnblwmte!.. Hy, a Tenepb ctynan! -
nokasan oH Ha ABepb pykot. — CTyna-an! — CHOBa NOBTOPUA OH, BUASA, YTO
KHS>)KHa@ X04YeT BO3pa3nTb YTO-TO.

N oHa Bblwna n3 kabuHera.

B TOoT e aeHb KHA3b lMETp Knpunnosuy BCcTpeTun HYepeM3mHa Kak HU B YEM
He 6bIBano, OYeHb JITACKOBO M NH6E3HO, N OH MO-NpexXHeMy CTan npuesxaTtb
yepes AeHb.

KoHeuHO, MprHa lMeTpoOBHa HM CNl0OBa He CKa3asia eMy O CBOEM OO6BACHEHUU C
OTLOM, HO CTapblh KHA3b He owunbcs. Bckope A0N0XuMAM eMy, 4to YepemsunH
NPOCUT MNPUHATL ero, Xesas NoroBopuTb 06 o4eHb BaXXHOM Aere.

Métp Kupmnnnosuy 6bin1 B 3TO BpEMSA Ha NYENbHUKE.

- YT0 X, ecnu geno BaxHoe, npueBeauTe ero cioga, Nnycrb Npuaér! — ckasan
OH.

YepeM3uH Npoweén 4yepes cad, Kak-ToO CMYWEHHO M pobKO onpaBnsasiCb, WU,
noaonas KO BXOAY Ha N4YesibHUK, Hagesn MNOAaHHYK €My, MO MNpUKa3aHuio
Tpybeukoro, ceTky u pykasuLbl.

3T0 6bina ocobeHHasas N6E3HOCTb CO CTOPOHbI KHA3S lMeTpa Kmnpunnosuua.

O6bIKHOBEHHO OH npum3biBasl Ha N4Y€J/IbHUK TOro, KeEM 6bln1 HEeQOBOMEH, WU



3actaensan ero 6e3 ceTku pasroBapmBaTtb. B 3TO BpeMs nuénbl obnennsnm
HEeCYaCTHOro, KOTOpbI, 06e306paXeHHbIM KX XanaMu, Kak CyMacllealluni,
Bbls1eTasn C n4yesibHMKA. MOYTU HUKTO HE MOr BbIHECTU 3TY MNbITKY, N KpeCcTbsHe
6onblue Bcero 60811MCb 3TOr0 HakasaHums.

Koraa YepeM3nH BOWEN B nyenbHUK, Tpybeukon, NnpuceB K ynbtko, Konancs
TaM, BUAMMO, 3aHATbIN BCeueno ceoeto paboTton.

— Tbl, roBOpsAT, MO Aefny KO MHe? — Crnpocwus OH, He obopaumBasicb. — U
BaXXHOMY... a? Hy, rosopwu!

OH ycMexHyncs.

"HUKOMY B >XW3HW, HABEPHO, HEe MNpUXOAUNOCL OOBACHATLCA B TakKOM
nonoxenunn", — nogyman YepeMmsuH, raas CKBO3b HaZeTy Ha JINLO AYLHYHO
CeTKy Ha HernpuBblYHYK eMy O06CTaHOBKY M4esibHMKA, Ha JIeTaBLKUX KPYrom,
Nno MPSAMON NUHUKU, KaK MNyNn, K yibaM paboumx M4Yé€n nm Ha LWMPOKYK CMUHY
NMeTtpa Kupunnosu4ya, BO3MBLUEroca npea HUM B ynbe. YepeM3nH He 3Han,
roBOpuUTb NN eMy Tenepb, WAM OTNOXWUTb 0b6bsACHEHMe [0 apyroro, 6onee
yaobHoro, yaca.

- {1 xay... cnywar, — ckasan onsatb Tpybeukon.

- S XxoTen ckasaTb BaM, KHA3b [&Tp KupunniosBwud, — Hadan, nyTascsb,
YepeM3uH. — B npoao/mkeHne Hawero C BaMM 3HaKOMCTBa Bbl, BEPOSATHO, yXe
MOI/IN Y3HaTb MeHS M pa3rnaneTb. BnpoyeM, 9 He cenyac npowy OTBeTa...
Tpy6eukon, npuces n He obopaumBasiCb, 3aMaxan Haszaa Yepem3nHy pykoto,
yTo6bl TOT 3aMonyan, MNOTOMYy 4YTO €ero pas3roBop, BMAMMO, MeLan Yblo.
Yepem3nH 3amondan. HakoHew TMé&tp KupunnoBud BCTan M NoBén ero C
nyenbHUKa.

— Tbl rOBOpULLb, YTO Xefaellb XEHUTbCS Ha MOEeW Ao4Yepu? — ckKasan OH,
Korga OHMW BbIWAN OTTyAd. — Tak s NOHSAM TBOW cnoBa?

YepeM3nMH NOYYBCTBOBajN, 4YTO C ero mjied crnana HeKkoTopas TSXeCTb.
Tpyb6eukon ocsBoboxagan ero oT AJIMHHOM M HENOBKOW BCTYNUTENbHOW peun,
KOTOPY OH NPUroTOBWU/, XU NPAMO NPUCTYNUN K Aeny.

- [Ja, - npou3H&cC OH, noBecenes, — ec/n Bbl byaeTe corfacHbl U KHSXHa
NpuHa lMeTpoBHa...

- 4 Tebe BOT 4TO CKaxy, - Hayan Tpyb6eukoi, 3amegnas war, — 9 Tebs



y3Han, Tbl MHe nNOHpaBW/Cs.. npasBga. M WMMEHHO MNOTOMY, 4YTO Tbl MHe
HpPaBULWbCSA, N roBopto Tebe: He XXEeHUCb, HUKOrAa He XXEeHUCb... [lepBbin rog —
nan bor ewé, utob6bbl 31O rog 6bI1! — y Bac BCE NOMAET OT/IMYHO, HY, @ TaM
NpUAETCA pacnnavynBaTbCAd 3@ 3TO CYaCTbe, KOTOpPOEe TMPOMENbKHET O4eHb
CKopo. S BOT 4TO ckaxy Tebe, — nosbicun ronoc Métp Kupunnosuy. — Mos
XXEeHa, NOKOMHAasa KHArMHSA, 6blna nyywas B MMpe XeHwWmHa, nydwas B mupe! -
Tbl MOHMMaeLWb 3T0? MipyHa He MOXET U CPaBHUTLCA C Helw... Aa 4To UpuHa -
HWUKTO He MOXeT cpaBHUTbCA!.. Hy K, 9 Tebe roBopto Nocne 3Toro: He XeHWUChb,
He XeHucb! — KpukHyn Tpybeukon, un ronoc ero obopsancs. — Jliobuwb Tbl €€,
Xo4yewb €€ cyaCTba — He XeHUCb. [lycTb B aeBkax ocTaércd. Jlyywe 310. A
caM ye3xan. Y Tebsa sta 6naxb NponaéT, N OCTAaHETCs HaBeK camoe Nnydulee
BOCMOMMHAHME O HEWN... BEPb MHE... BEPb...

- HO KHA3b, — 3aroBOpu/ B CBOI o4yepelb YepeM3unH, — 8 yXe B Takux fetax,
YTO MOry paccyauTb 34paBo, U 3TO C MOel CTOPOHbl BOBCE He yBreyeHue. S
MHOro AgyMan npeg TeMm, Kak NpumTu K BaM.

- Tbl MHOro ayman! — nepebun ero Tpybeukoin. — MHoro gyman!.. A a4 6onblue
Teba, moxeT 6biTb, Ayman 06 3ToM. — OH BApPYr OCTaHOBWACA W, Aépras
NnJ1e4yoM U HeecTeCTBEHHO Moprasd OAHWM rna3oMm, npoaosmxkan 6bICcTpo,
pasapaxéHHo: — CnoBoM, He 6biBaTb 3TOMY... YTO X Tbl XO4Yelb HW C TOrO, HU
C Cero BOpBaTbCA KO MHe, a? OTHATb Y MEHS A04Yb, a? OCTaBUTb MEHS O4HOrOo,
a? caenatb n eé, n cebs HecyacTHbIMU. U MeHs, U MeHs, aa?.. [la BOT 4ToO:
NpUHECELWb Tbl MHE B 3TOMN CETKEe BOAbl KOBLU? — CHOBa KPUKHYJN OH, CKMMas B
CBOEN pyKe CeTKy, KoTopas bblna Ha nyenbHuKe, N Tpscs eto. — MNpuHecéwb?
BO3MOXHO 3T0? Hy, Tak Xe HeBO3MOXHO, 4Tobbl 9 oTtaan Tebe WpwuHy...
[loBoneH Tenepb? 4YTO? AOBOJSIeH? Tak uauTe Xe, MUIOCTUBbLIM rocygapb Mou,
naunTtel..

YepeM3nH pa3Bén pykaMm M rpycTHO OnNycTun ronoBy. EMy AencTBUTENbHO
0OCTaBasioCb TONbKO ynTW. OH MeasieHHO nowén Brnepén no annee, ocTaBnsad
3TOoro B36asnIMOWHOro, CTPOroro 4ygaka, Kak OH JAyman Tenepb npo
Tpy6eukoro.

KHa3b TMétp KupunnosBumu caenan HeECKONbKO LWaroB K CKamelike,

HaxoAMBLLENCS TYT Xe, y Kpasg AOporun, onyctusca Ha Heé v 3aKkpblal amuo



PYKOHO.

YTO OH caoenan cenmyac n Men nm NpaBo caenatb 3TO?

OH BCcnoMHMN "cBOE BpeMs", CBOK XW3Hb, MOJIOAYHD, MOJIHYK CWU/bl, U CTAno
Xanb 3TOro yaansslerocs Ternepb, MOYTU BbIFTHAHHOIO YenoBeKka, K KOTOPOMY
OH 4YyBCTBOBaJl HEBOJIbHYID CMMMATUIO C MEepBOro e B3rnsgga Ha Hero. Ho
CNOBO YyXe BblpBanocb, 6b1510 ckaszaHo, n ana MNMetpa Kupuniosuya ero Hesnb3s
66110 ye BepHYyTb. OH TOYHO C/biwan ewé 3ByK CBOEro rosioca, KpnyasLlero
0 TOM, YTO Henb3s NPUHECTUN BOAY B CeTKe.

OH OTHAN pyKYy OT /inua 1, NpoBeas et Mno ronose, Kak 6bl xenas oTPAXHYTb
CBOM MbIC/IM, XOTen BCTaTb, HO, B3rnsiHyB npeg coboto, yBuaen YepeMmsuHa,
npmbnuxatowerocss no annee. ToT WEN, CKOHPYXEHHO ynblbasicb, U B pyKax
HEC 4TO-TO.

"YT1o 310?" - noayman Métp Knpunnosuu.

YepeM3nH nofowén m nogan emy, BCE TakK Xe ynblbasiCb, CeTKy C KYCKOM
nbaa.

- Y710 3T0? - NpomnsHéc Bcnyx Tpybeukon.

- Bbl ckazanu, - 4yto "TO" TaK Xe HEeBO3MOXHO, KakK MpUHECTU BaM BOAbl B
3TOn ceTke. Hy, BOT 9 BaM MpUHEC e&, TO/IbKO MEpP3/yt0, MOTOMY 4TO B34
nobnnxe C negHuka; Ao Konogua ganbwe 6b110 MATW.

MNétp KnupmnnoeBmy oCTaHOBUCS, KaK 6bl NepBbIM pa3 B XWU3HU He 3Hasi, 4TO
OTBETUTD.

- WNb Tbl MeHA nepexuTpun? - CcKasan OH HaKOHel, BblpBaB W3 pyK
YepeM3nHa CeTKy CO NbAOM, U OoTbpocun eé paneko B CTOpoHy. — Caauchb
34ech!

YepeM3unH cen.

— OCTpPOYMHO... OCTPOYMHO! — 60opMOTan CTapbii KHA3b, y)Xe He obpawias Ha
Hero BHUMaHuA. — MNepexmTpusl... MEHS NepexXnTpul...

OH ycMexancs v dbipkan HOCOM.

Boixon emy 6bin gaH YepeM3uHbiM. OcTaBanocb, MoXanywm, Tenepb AaTb
TONbKO CBOE cornacue, un 6bi1 oagnH Mur, 4to Métp Knpmunnosuy xoten BCTaTb
n obHATb YepeM3nHa, Kak byayuwero myxa cBoen godyepu. Ho cepaue ero

CHOoBa cxanocb. Kak! 2To 3Ha4Mno paccrtaTbCsl C Hew, paccTtaTbCs HaBceraa,



oTAaB €€ 3TOMY COBCEM YYXXOMY 4YesfioBEeKY, a CaMOMy 6biTb OAHOMY U AOXUTb
CBOM BeK, KaK HWMKOMY He HYXHasa pyx/nsib, Kak MCNUCaHHbIM, HUKYyAA He
rogHbIn NNCT 6ymaru, noTepsiBLUMA AABHO BeCb CBOW MHTepec! 2To 6b110
Y>KacHoO.

"HeT, HeT, He HYyXHO.. OHM 6yayT HecyacTHbl", - pewun ondatb [ETp
Kupunnosuy n, o6patmBnCb K HepeM3anHy, pe3ko Crpocusa ero.

- Ckonbko Tebe net?

YepeM3nH OoTBETU/ He cpasy.

- Korga Tbl poannca? — nepecnpocun ero Tpybeukoun.

- S poaunca B okTabpe.. B roa, korga 6bin BTOpon noxoa lonuubiHa Ha
KpbiM. Mol oTel, yMep B 3TOM noxoze.

Métp KupmnnnoBn4y NOMoOpLLUICA.

— DTO 3HAuuUT, B TbICAYa LWECTbCOT BOCEMbAECAT AEBATOM rogy, TakK Mo-
HalweMy? - cKasan OH M KOHUOM cBoen 6onblwon nankm c cepebpsHbiM
YyekKaHHbIM HabangawHWKOM Hanucan Ha necke Aopoxku "1689" — A Tenepb y
Hac Kakow ro4? — npoaoskan OH cnpawuBaThb.

- TbiCsi4a CEMbCOT ABaALATb CeAbMON, — OTBETUA YepeM3unH.

Tpybeukon Haagnucan Hag nepsoto undpon "1727" n caenan BblYUTAHKE.

- Bnanwb, — ckasan oH, — TpMauaTb BoCceMb... Tebe Tpnauatb BoCeMb NeT... A
A04Yb MOS poaunacb B Utose TbiCAYa WeCTbCOT AEBAHOCTO BOCbLMOMO roga -
3Ha4uT, er Tenepb ABaAuUaTb AEBATb. Thl CTapwe eé Ha AeBATb /IeT — Hy, a A
BCerga roBopu, — 3aksumnn ¢ yaososbctemeMm MNétp Knpunnoeumy, — 4to Myx
Moen pgodepu Ao/mkeH 6biTb CcTapwe eé Ha AecaTb NeT, Ha AecaTb JfieT,
NOHMMaewWws?.. a Tbl rogamm He Bblwen.. Caenanca crapwe Ha OAUH roj,
caenancs... Toraa ysuamm. — OH BCTan n otBecus YepeM3unHy MNOKAOH. — Hy,
Tak BOT! Tbl MHe HpaBULIbCS, 3TO — He oTKa3. ObuxaTtbcs Tebe TyT Heuyero.
Catucdakuma nonHas [12] . A ToNbKO noau caenamcs Ha roa craplie...
nonpobyi... nonpoby...

YepeM3uH OT/IMYHO CO3HaBasl, YTO MOXHO 6blLJI0 NPUHECTU NbAy B CETKe, HO
caenatb TO, 4TtOo TpeboBan Tenepb Tpybeukon, 6biIN10 HembicAnMMo. OH
BCKO4YWMJ1, HUYEro He cKasas, NpoLWEén no annee, cnbliwa 3a coboto cTapyeckui,

[IOHENb3s1 MPOTUBHbLIN eMy Tenepb cMex MeTpa Kupunnosuya, n, B36eLEHHbIN,



yexan, Kak eMy Kasasiocb, HaBcerga u3 KHsxeckoro.

BepHyBLWINCb AOMOWN, YepeM3uH yBuaen, 4to As9 Hero BCE Tenepb KOHYEHO.
YNpsAMbIA CTapuUK HU 3@ YTO He OTCTYNUT OT C B O € I 0O U, NpUAPaBLLUNCL, KaK
3T0 6b110 BUAHO, K NEPBOMY MNpuwealeMy eMy B rosloBy 06CToAaTeNnbCTBY, He
COrnacuTCa N3MEeHUTb CBOE peLleHmne, NOTOMY YTO He XOo4eT OTnyckaTb OT cebs
noub. OcTaBaTbCs Tenepb 34ech, y cebs B uMeHbe, Tak 611M3ko oT Tpybeukux,
K KOTOPbIM OH He MOrT YyXe noKa3saTbCs, 6bls10 U MyUYNTEIbHO N TOCKINBO.

Heckonbko AHen YepeM3nH xoamn y. cebsa no KOMHaTaMm, 3aTeM 3aHsCcH
YCU/IEHHO BEPXOBOW €340M, TaK 4YTO Ja)ke 3arHan nowanb, HakoHew, Besnen
yknagbiBatbca. OH cobpancs onate B MutaBy unu B lNeTepbypr Ha cnyxby,
Kyna-Hubyab. B nepeBHe ocTaBaTbCA OH He Mor 6onbwe u yexasn, pewus no
Aopore 3aBepHYyTb K BONKOHCKMM, KOTOpble — OH 3Han - 6biin y cebs B
JepeBHe, Hepaneko oT MOCKBbI.

Crapbin KHA3b MéTp Kupunnosud, y3HaB 06 oTbe3ne YepeMsunHa, caenancs
Ha Headen He B AyXe, He NpuHUMan roctem um He gonyckan kK cebe ayp u
WwyTnx. Ho ¢ goyepbto OH 6bl1 0OCOBEHHO NacKkoB M BHUMATEsSIeH U XBanwuni eé
323TO, TOOHAHENpPOMEHSH I aoTua HAa "yepeM3NHCKOro nomewmka",
Kak 6yato Bo BCéM 3TOoM 6bina eé Bons.

BenHas VipuHa lNMeTpoBHa CcTapanacb caepxaTb cebsa npu oTue, HO, NpoBOAS
6eCCoHHble HO4YM, 4acTO M MHOrO nJakasna, ropbkKO XasysCb Ha TO, 4YTO €un
BblNasa Takas cyabba.

Y BOJIKOHCKMX YepeM3nHa BCTPETUNIM KaK CTaporo rpuaTend WM O4YeHb
obpagosanucb eMy. OH npumexan K HUM COBEPLUEHHO HEOXMAAHHO WU CBOUM
NnosiB/ieHMEM BHEC HEBOJIbHblE BOCMOMUHAHNA MUTaBbl, MUHYBLLUErO BPEMEHU U
nyywmnx 6e33aboTHbIX feT.

B nepeBHe y cebsa BONKOHCKME YCTPOWINCbL MNOKa B TECHbIX, HU3EHbKMUX
NOKOSIX XOPOM CTapWHHOM NOCTpoWKW. KHA3b HUKMTa no npuesae nepsbiM
A€N10M N0 HACTOSIHMIO XeHbl CTan pybuTb Ansa Heé HOBbIN AOM C NPOCTOPHbIMMU
ropHuuamu. OrnsaeBWwncb, OH UCNOMHWUA CBOM obeT — xoawn C JlaBpeHTueMm
newkom B Kunes.

ArpadeHe leTpoBHe BCE He HpPaBWIOCb B AepeBHe: Xapa, MyXu, HU3Kue

NOTOJNIKW, ManeHbKMe OKHa M B 0COB6eHHOCTM FDY6OCTb MY>XnkKoB. Bcé 310



eXegHEeBHO, eXXeMUHYTHO pasapaxano eé. OHa no4vTu uenbin AeHb 6bi1a He B
Ayxe, N Korga KHa3b HukuTa, BEpHYBLUMCb C NONAS UMW C PeKn, noaxoamn K
Her n Harmbanca u B3rnsgom TpeboBan OT Heé ynblbkK, oHa He ynblibanach
eMy, N BONKOHCKWN, TAXeNno B3A0XHYB, OTXOAW/T OT XeHbl. Pa3Hunua B
CKJIOHHOCTAX U CTpeM/IeHUAX B AepeBHe CTajnla CuibHee 3aMeTHa. B MuTtaBe, B
MNetepbypre Huknte ®EnopoBuUy nerko 6b10 XUTb TakK, Kak eMy XOTesoChb,
TO eCTb nojanblie oT Bcex, HO ArpacdeHe lNeTpoBHe BOBCe He 6bls10 BO3MOXHO
XWUTb B AepeBHe TakK, KaK XOTesoCb e, N BONKOHCKUA MOHS, YTO TOT NOKOW,
KOTOpbIA AyMas OH HaWTU B AepeBHe, TOT BHYTPEHHUM AYLWEBHbIM MOKOM, K
KOTOPOMY OH MOCTOSIHHO CTpeMuics, bbin ewé MeHee BO3MOXEH 34€eChb.

C npuesgoM YepemanmHa He TonbkKOo caM Hukuta O®EpopoBuy U ArpadeHa
MeTpoBHa, HO M Mwuwa, n JlaBpeHTUn, N paxe Po3a nosecenenu. ocCTO
OTBE/IN  NYYLWY KOMHaTy, 3@ HUM yXxaxusanu, O6binn pagbl eMy u
BHUMaATeNbHbI, U OH, ynblbasicb, U caM TOXe nosecenes, C YAOBOJIbLCTBMEM
NPUHMManN 3Ty pagoCTb W NTaCKy CBOMX ApY3€eMn.

- Hy, pacckasbiBan, KakK Xe Tbl, KaK KHArMHga, Muwa... 1 Kak OH Bblpoc! -
BOCK/INKHY/T YepeM3nH B MNepBbIA Xe Beyep CBoero npuespa, obpalwascb K
Huknte ®EQopoBuYy, KOrga OHM OCTasIMCb O4HMU.

— [a BOT XMBEM — M3 THAHHMWKMWN, — YCMEXHYJICA KHA3b HUkUTa.

- A Tbl n pag?

- KoHeuHO, paa, € OAHOM CTOPOHbLI... HO 6010Cb, Kak 6bl Xyxe He 6bino.
ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa ONATbL YTO-TO 3aTeBaeET.

- Heyxenun onaTb? — BOCK/IMKHYN YepeM3unH.

Huknta ©OEnopoBMY MaxHys pykKow U paccMmeancd. EmMy Tenepb, npwu
CBMAAHUN C NpugaTenem, BCE Ka3aloCb BECEI0 U XOPOLLO.

- [la 4TO X OHa MOXeT caenaTtb 34ecCb, B AepeBHe, B W3rHaHWW, Kak Tbl
roBopub? — Nepecrnpocus ToT.

- Kak, uto? — oTBeTUN KHA3b HWKKUTA, HamMopLacb N CTAHOBACb CEPbE3HbIM. —
Ha rpex TyT OT Hac Hedaneko MMeHbe ABOKpoAHOro eé, TanbisnHa ®Enopa,
oT MockBbl OH B TpuauaTtun BepcTtax. M3 MockBbl Tyaa npuesxawT, U Mos
e3auT... I coenaTb HMYEro He Mory. YX KoM netepbyprckoro cnydas mano

6bl1n10...



Yepem3uH cnywan gpyra, nepebuBas paccnpocaMm U BCTaBnAs 3aMedaHus.
EMy ToXe XOTesioCb rOBOPUTb M TOXE pacckasaTb Npo cebs.

- A 4yTO Yy Hac B MutaBe genanocb 6e3 Bac! — Ha4dan OH, Korga BonKOHCKKUM
o6o BCEM pacckaszan. - [lpeacrtaBb cebe, koraa - noMHuWwb - T[létp
Muxannosuy e3gun B [leTepbypr, TOoraa BAPYr BbIABUHYNCHA Mpu ABOpe
repuorvmHun bupeH, CbiH NPOCTOro KOHXa.

- S ero MenbkKOM MOMHIO, — nepebun BonkoHcKkuM, — Kak xe... B Mutase...
Tenepb OH, rOBOpPSAT, YyXe Ha3biBaeT cebsa He bupeHoM, a BupoHOM, U
Nnpomn3BOAUT CBOM pog OT dpaHLYy3CKNX rpados..

YepeM3nH CHOBa paccMesscs.

- [a v cam MNMéTp MmnxannoBu4y NOKpOBUTENbCTBOBA EMY.

- [a Tbl 0 cebe-To pacckaxu! — onatb nepebun Hukuta ®énoposudy. - Hy,
KaK XWN B AepeBHe, KakK TaM yCcTpousica?

- [a HuKaK He ycTpouncsa, — BApYyr yrnaswuM rosiocCOM OTBETU YepeM3uH. —
Y1o nopenaewsb! 4 HaBcerga yexan Tenepb U3 AepeBHMU.

- Onatb Ha cnyxby, onaTb B MuTaBy? — MOYTU C YXACOM Crpocun
BoniKoHCKMIA.

- [a, ondaTb.

N YepeM3unH B CBOK o4vepeab pacckasan BcE o cebe 1 0 CBOEN Heyaade.
Huknta ®EQopoBuY cepbE€3HO, BHMMATESIbHO C/ieAns 3a ero pacCkasoM.

— CTpaHHbIn cTapuk! — ckasan oH, koraa YepemsnH koH4uun. — 4 Ttebe 0AHO
TONIbKO MOry cKa3aTb - OyAb yBEpeH: ecnu AO0NKHO, 4YTObbl TBOS KHSXHA
NWpuHa cTana TBOEK XEHOK, TO HUYTO — HU OTel, HW Kakasa Apyras cuia He
OCTaHOBHAT 3TOrO.

- [Ja, xopowo Tebe roBopuTb TakK, a 9 HE BMXY BO3MOXHOCTW... HeT, 3TO He
cbyneTcs...

BONKOHCKMI BCTan Co CBOEro Mecta u 3axoAun rno KoOMHaTe.

— MoMHMwWb MuTaBy? - ckasan oH, obpawasce K YepeMsuHy. — MMOMHULWDb,
KakK Tbl TOrga yTewasa MeHs W MoMor MHe - paa, MoMor, KOHEYHOo, XOTH U
cmesincsa n 6anarypwn?

- Y10 X, TOrma M™bl Monoxe O6buin, - BCTaBun YepemsunH, kak 6yaro

onpaBabliBadacCh.



- N Mornm nu Mbl aymaTtb TOorAaa, — Npoaos/kan KHA3b HukuTa, — 4TO BOT
NpUAET BpeMs, Korga Mbl MOMEHSEeMCA MecTaMu W MHe npuaéTcs Takxke
yTewaTb Tebs?

- Xanb OA4HO, 4YTO Tbl MHE MNOMOYb HE MOXelb, — [PYCTHO BO3pasui
YepeM3unH.

Huknta ®EQOPOBUY HECKO/ILKO pa3 MpPOLUENCca Mosva.

- Hy, aToro Tbl He rosopu! — He BAPYr NpoAo/Kan OH, BUAMMO, coobpaxkas
yTO-TO. — HeT, He roBopu — MOXeT 6bITb, 1 NOMOTY.

YepeM3uH 6bICTpO NOAHAN Ha Hero B30p, Kak 6bl COMHEBasACb, HEe OC/bIWasICs
NN OH, WIN B CBOEM NN yMe BOJSIKOHCKWMN, XenaBlKWn NOMOYb ero CBaToBCTBY
Ha Tpyb6eukon, koTopas 6bina Tenepb Aaneko OT HUX, B MOJIHOW BacTu U
MOJSIHOM MOBMHOBEHWUN Y CBOEro CTPONTMBOIro U ynpsaMoro ortua.

- [a, v noMory, — noaTBepann KHA3b HukuTa.

- Ho kak xe, ronybumk? Beab 3TO HEBO3MOXHO, — HeAOBEPYMBO MPOU3HEC
YepeM3unH.

Ho OH cTan HacTamBaTb Ha TOM, 4TOObl KHA3b HUKUTa 06BbACHWA, Kak 3TO OH
cobupaetcsa nomMoub emy. OH AyMman NpocTo, YTO BONKOHCKMIA XO4YeT yTewmnTb
ero, nogaepxaTtb W MO3TOMY roBoput Tak cebe, 4Tobbl AaTb €My XOTb TEeHb
Hagexabl. Ho YepeM3unH 3Han, 4to HaaexXabl 3TOM He MOXeT 6bITb.

Ha apyron aeHb BONKOHCKMI He BO306HOBAAN 3TOro pasroBopa, W ero roctb
ewé 6onblie ybeanncs B cnpaBeanMBOCTM CBOEro NpeanosioXeHus.

YepeM3unH npoBén y BonkoHCKMX Heagenun aBe U HakoHewl cobpancs yesxaTb.
HakaHyHe ero otbesga Hukmnta OEQopoBnY NMpuLLEN K HEMY ONATb BEYEPOM U
Ccripocun:

— TakK Tbl NONIOXUTENBLHO XOYELUb YXe ye3XaTb?

- [da, ronybuuk, nopa, — 03aboyeHHO oTBETU HYepeM3uH.

OH onaTb HaxoAWNCA B TAKOM COCTOSIHUM, YTO HE MOI A0JIr0 3aCMXXMBATbCS Ha
OAHOM MecCTe, U, KaK HM Xopowo eMy 6bin0 Yy BONKOHCKUX, HO BCE-Taku eMy
MHOroro Hegocrtasasno. OH TockoBasn No KHshkHe UpuHe lNeTpoBHe, N €€-TO U
HeJocCTaBano eMmy, a MNOTOMy OH M He MOr cumaeTb Ha OAHOM MecTte. B
nepeespax, B gopore eMy BCE-Taku 6bI10 nerye.

- Hy, a ecnu a Tebe ckaxy: Mnoe3xail Hasah B [AEPEBHIO? - MPOUSHEC



BosiKOHCKMMA.

YepeM3nH HaxMypun 6poBM 1 HELOBONILHO B3M/IAHY Ha Apyra.

— MonHo Tebe, KHA3b HMkMTa! — ckaszan oH, XMypsCb.

- A pasBe Tbl 3abbin, 4To A obewan nomoyb Tebe? - nepebun ero HukuTa
®énopoBny K, ynbibascb, Beceno B3rnsHyn Ha Yepem3unHa.

ToT B CBOK o4epeab HeAoyMeBalowe, BONPOCUTENIbHO NMOCMOTPEN Ha Hero u
cnpocun:

— Tak Tbl HE WYTUWbL? 3TO CEPLE3HO?

- HeT, He wy4y. [laii TONbKO MHE CNOBO, YTO UCMOSIHULWb TO, YTO A NOTpebyto
oT Tebs.

— Xopowlo, gat cnoBo, — ckasan YepeM3nH, HeCKOJSIbKO noayMas.

- Hy, Tak BOT, BO3bMW 3TO NUCbMO, — U Hukmta OEpopoBuY [ocTan U3
KapMaHa y)Xe rotoBoe M 3anedyaTaHHOe MUCbMO, — W Be3W ero, He yuTas, K
cebe B AepeBHIO, a Korga npuegewb — MNpPOYTU M O06BACHUCL CO CTAapUKOM
Tpybeukunm.

- N Tbl AyMaewb, YTO U3 3TOro YTO-HMOYAb BbINAET?

- 4 pato Tebe CNOBO, YTO BbLINAET, €CNM TONbKO, MOBTOPSD, CyXAeHO NpuHe
MeTpoBHE CTaTb TBOEID XXEHOMN.

YepeM3uH NoguYnNHUACS APYrYy U, UBMEHMB CBOW MapLUpyT, OTNpaBUICSA Ha3a4,

K cebe B AepeBHI0.

III HOBbLIV roAl

YepeM3uH yexan n kak 6yato yBés ¢ coboro AypHYH noroay, CTOSIBLUYHO BCE
BpeMsa ero npebbiBaHus y BonkoHckux. lMocne goxaenm v MOKpPOTbl BAPYr
3aBepHyna cyxasa noroga 6abbero neta. ConHue BbIFISHY10 HA COBCEM CUHEM
Hebe M K MONyaHK Mekno, Kak B uione. 3akatbl 6blM, KOHEYHO, CBexee
WIOSIbCKMUX, HO TEM HEe MeHee NPUSATHbI U HE XONO4HbI.

B oAMH M3 TakuX, HECMOTpPSA Ha CeHTAbpb Mecsu, TUXMX U gaxe TEnMbIX
BeuyepoB Hukuta PEépopoBud cuaen c JlaBpeHTMEM Ha BAABLIEMCHA B peky
NnpuUropke 3a CBOUM fItOOUMbIM 3aHATUEM — YXKEHUEM pPblbbl.

MeaneHHasa, npo3padHass NeToOM M Tenepb K OCEHM YyTb MOTEMHeBLUAS,

CNOBHO CryctmBLladaca, peka 6633BY‘-IHO nablsla MeXxXay CBOUX CKOLUEHHbLIX U



CHOBa Yyxe obpocwnx TpaBow 3enéHblx ©beperoB, Koe-rae wu3speaka
OTTEHEHHbIX KPAaCHOBATO-XENTO ITIMHOK 06pbIBOB.

"Bce peku, — BCnoMHuUN Hukmta OEAOPOBUY, — TEKYT B MOpPE, HO MOpe He
nepenosiHAeTCs; K TOMYy MeCTy, OTKyJa peKu TeKyT, OHW BO3BpallarTcs,
yTobbl ONATHL TEub".

B nocnegHee BpeMsi BONKOHCKMI Mano-noMany OCTaBWu/l BCE CBOU KHUIMU U
OCTaAHOBWJICA Ha OAHOM TONbKO Bubnuu, OTKpbIB B HEW BAPYr TaKyk CUAY U
MOLLb, Npea KOTOPbIMM BCE OCTaNlbHble COYMHEHUS Ka3asiMCb eMY HUYTOXHbIMU
M xankmmm. B ocobeHHOCTM ero nopa3un Ekknesuact. 34ecb, Ha 3TUX
HECKONIbKMX CTpaHMuaxX, KakK Kas3anoCb €My, cocpefoTouymBanacb B C A
MYZpPOCTb Yenoseyveckas, 6b110 BCE TO, 0 YEM NMUcCann N HAL YeM AyMann, Kak
Haj HOBbIM, 104N BNOCEACTBUMN.

"BblBaeT HeuTo, — rosopun Ekknesunact, — 0 4ém roeopaTt "CMOTpK, BOT 3TO
HoBoe", HO 3 T 0 6bI10 yXe B BeKkaxX, bbiBWMX npexae Hac. HeT namatu o
npexHeM; aa n o ToM, 4yto byaeT, He OCTaHEeTCa NamMaThn y Tex, KoTopble 6yayT
nocne. Yto 6bIO TO M Tenepb ecTb, U 4TO b6yaeT, To yxXe 6bIno; u Bor
BO330BET npoweawee"

"N Tak BCE, — ayMan KHA3b HuMkunTa, — BCE — cyeTa cyeT n ToMneHune gyxal!"

- F'ocnoamn, xopowo-To Kak! — B3A0XHYN JIaBpeHTUN.

C Tex nop, kak 6apuH n cTapblin cnyra cxoamnu emecte B Kues, mexay HUMMK
obpasoBanmcb COBCEM HOBble OTHOLLEHMUS, eCTeCTBEHHbIE U NpocTbie. MNMpasaa,
B AOMe, a TeM 6onee npu noasax JlaBpeHTU ocTaBasca NpexHuM JlaBpeHTnem
M HUKOrga He TONbKO He cagunica npea KHA3eM, HO Aaxe YMNopHOo
BblAEp>X1Ban CBOMCTBEHHbIN KPENnOCTHOMY YefnioBeKY TOH; HO KOraa OHu 6binu
COBCEM OAHW, OKPYXEHHble NecoM, MNPUBOJILEM PEKU UM MPOCTOPOM MNons,
JNlaBpeHTun npeobpaxancs n CTaHOBUIICA APYTUM YENOBEKOM C KHSA3EM.

— Tbl YUTO CcKazan? - Crnpocusa KHA3b HukuTa.

- {1 roBopto, Xopowo-To Kak! — n JlaBpeHTUN nokKasan pPyKok Ha Nnosocy
peKn, iyra u CUHIOKW Aasnb. — NCTUHHO XOPOLLO, @ BeAb KaXXeTCs, HNYero HeT,
HW AOMOB C KOMOHHaMu, HU (OHTAHOB, HW CTaTyeB, — MNOSICHMA OH. — B
Mntepbypxe-To OHM Ka3anucb Kak 6yaTo M HMYeEro, a BCE-Taku BCE 3TO HU K

yemy...



"KTo MOXeT BbINnpsAMUTb TO, 4To OH caenan KpuBbIM?" — MPULLIO Ha YM
Hukute ®EpopoBuuy, U Xankuve noTyru naen cos3gatb YTo-TO, YTO, MO UX
MHeHUI0, 6bin0 6bl KpacmBee CyLEeCTBOBaBLIEro B Npupoae, Nokasanmcb emy
YAVWBUTENbHO CMELUHbIMU U HEYMECTHbIMMU.

- CyeTa, n 3T0 — cyeTa, — NPOroBOpua OH BCIYX.

JlaBpeHTM NOHAT CNoBa KHA3S UMEHHO TakK, KakK OHW 6bl/IN CKa3aHbl, U TOXe
ynblbHYNCS.

"KoHeuHo, cyeTal!" - ckaszana 3Ta ynbibka.

KHA3b HuKMTa yXe AaBHO 3aMeTu/l, YTO He oAWH JlaBpeHTUn ymen u Mor
NMOHMMAaTb €ro, HO YTO TOT HApOA, M3 KOTOPOro Bbilwen JlJaBpeHTuii, TOT Hapoa,
KOTOPbIA TOBOPW/T C KaKOK-TO Npe3puTeNnbHOK rpycTbio: "BCe NoMupaTb
6yaemM", n Torga, Korga 3emMHoe rope HaaBurasocb Ha Hero, U Torga, Koraa,
cobnasHag ero, emy npeasaranu 3eMmHbole 6nara u 6naronony4yuns, — ToT HapoA
TakXXe MOr noHMMaTb W MOHWMMaN WMMEHHO TO, YTO KHA3b HuKWTa cuuTan
€AVWHCTBEHHO BaXHbIM; Mano TOro, OH CO3HaBas, YTO M CaM NOTOMY TakK Jierko
AOWénN Ao cBoero "BaXHOro", 4Tto npuHagsexasn K TOMy Hapoay, U3 KOoToporo
BblWwen JIaBpeHTUN U KOTOPbIN AyMan OAMHAKOBO C HUM.

OTn npocTtble cnoBa "noMupaTtb byaem", Kasaswuecs CTONbKO pa3 Hukute
®énopoBuYy TporaTesbHbIMK, $SICHO, BEPHO OblM 06BACHEHbI HECKObKO
BEKOB TOMYy Ha3apg Ekknesmactom: "Bcé maét B 04HO MeCcTo; BCE MpoM30LLI0
n3 npaxa, u Bcé Bo3Bpatutcs B npax!", "KoHey aena nydwe Hayana ero, u
OeHb CMepTu — AHS poxaeHus", "HenoBek He BfacTeH Hag AyXOM, 4Tobbl
yAaepxaTb AyX, U HET BNacTu y Hero Haa AHEM CMepTu U HeT u3baBneHus B
3TON 60pbbe, N He cnacét HeyecTme HedecTmBoro", "Kak Bblwen OH Harmm us
yTpobbl MaTepu CBOEN, TAKUM N OTXOAUT KakUM NpULLEN, N HNYEro He BO3bMET
OT TpyAa CBOero, 4to Mor 66l OH NOHECTb OT TpyAa cBoero".

C Tex nop Kak KHA3b HukuTa cowéncs B AepeBHe 6smxe C HapoAoM, OH
BAPYr YBMAEN, YTO A0 CUX MOP B AYyLWIE XU C HAM OANHAKOBOK XW3HbIO, U C
pafoCTbi0 yBMAeNn, 4Yto TO, 4Yero OH JAO0CTUI, KakK eMy KasanocCb, cawm,
cobcTBeHHOO paboTo CBOero Ayxa, MOATBEPXAANOCb pacCyXAeHUAMU
EkknesunacTta 1 X13Hblo Hapoaa.

B MeTepbypre, B pasroBopax, BecenoBckuii, ropsaunii MNOKJOHHUK U



rnpuBep>XeHeLl 3arpaHnU4yHoOro, 4acrto CCblIaNCa Ha 3aKOCHENOCTb MYXWKa, Ha
€ro yrnopHOe HexeflaHue C OXOTOK, C YAOBONbCTBMEM HabpoCcuTbCs Ha Te
ynydweHnusas u 6nara, KOTOpble MNEepeHOCUIMCb K HaM W3 4YyXuxX Kpaés,
Ha3blBasl 3TO JSIeHbO M 6paHUA MyXWKa COBEpLUEHHO TaK Xe, Kak 6paHuna
ArpacdeHa [letpoBHa camoro Hwukuty ©OEpopoBuya, Koraa OH He XOTen
3aHMMaTbCs TeM, yero TpeboBana oHa OT Hero BHa4dasne v B YéM BuAaena Cc B 0
€ HacToswee aeno.

Ho BOAKOHCKMM He cumTan feHbk TOoro, 4YTo pasapaxasno Becenosckoro.
MyY>XXWK MOKOPHO MPUHMMaN TO, YeMy ero Hay4asnau, HO, BMAUMO, B rnybuHe
AyWwu CBOen cumTan 3To cyeTor. U KTo TyT 6b1n1 60onblie npas?

KHa3b Hukuta c JlaBpeHTMEM AyManum, 4To OHU, a BecenoBckun He
COMHeBascs, 4Yto npasaa 6bi1a Ha ero ctopoHe. Ho EkknesnacTt roBopuT, 4To
M 3TO - cyeTa, b0 KTO 3HaeT, YTO XOpOoLWO A/ YenoBeKa B XW3HW, BO BCe
OHW CYEeTHOWM >XW3HW €ero, KOoTopble OH MpPOBOAWUT, KaK TeHb? WM KTO CKaxeT
yenoseky, 4To 6yaeT nocse Hero nog CosiHuem?

Polba «kneBana M™Mano: KHA3b M Hukuta O6bl1 HEBHUMATENEeH, unu
OENCTBUTENbHO KNEB NpeKpaTUACs, HO TOSIbKO OHM NMOMManu HEMHOrO.
JlaBpeHTM CNnoXxun yao4yku, B3saa BeApo C pblboto, U OHM NOWAN SOMOMN.
Huknta ®€noposBny kKasancsa 3agayMmumsbiM. OH npowén npsaMo K xeHe. OHa
BCTPETWU/IA ero B3BOJIHOBaHHAs, paA0CTHas, BCTpeneHyBLUAsACS.

- Hy 4TO, HY 4TO? — 3aroBopwuia OHa, AepXXa B pyKaxX Kakoe-To, O4YeBUAHO,
TOJILKO YTO MOJIydeHHOe NUCbMo. — Hy, 4To?.. 4ybd NpaBaa? d rosopwuia, g 3TO
3Hana... MeHwmnkoB Bnan B HeMunocTtb. OH BbicnaH m3 Metepbypra [13] : AHK
ero moryuwecrsa KoHuyeHbl. [a, no ykasy wuMmnepartopa, MeHWMKOB cocnaH B
PaHeHOypr. BoT BuauvWb: opAeHa OT Hero otobpaHbl, 06py4YEHHYIO HEeBecTy
nMnepaTtopa, Ao4Yb MeHwWwunKoBa, He 6yayT NOMUHATbL HA EKTEHMUSAX B LEPKBMU.
oBOpAT, Yy MeHWMKOBa Haw/M NUCbMa K MPYCCKOMY ABOPY, rAe OH MpoCui
AaTb eMy AecsTb MUWIIMOHOB M obewan BO3BpaTUTb BABOE, KOraa MosyuuT
pycckmin npecrton... A? Kakoso?! C 3aBewaHneM mMmnepaTpuubl TOXe uenas
NCTOpUA: TOBOPAT — OHO MOANIOXKHO, M BCEMY BUHOK MeHWUKoB. Ho 3TOro
Masno; eCTb BEPOSITHOCTb, YTO ero He ocCcTaBAT B PaHeHbypre, a 3awnwoT u

noaanblue; cnoBoM, — 3aknuunna ArpadeHa MeTpoBHa, — Npowna u norvbna



cyeTHass cnasa nperopgoro lonunada, KoToporo bor cunbHOK AecHuuero
cokpywwun. "M Bce aToMy o4veHb pagbl, u B MNMeTepbypre Bcé 6narononyyHo, u
TaKMX CTpaxoB Tenepb HM OT KOro HeT, Kak 6bi10 npu KHA3e MeHwukose!" —
npoysa oHa M3 NMcbMa U No6efO0HOCHO nornsaena Ha Myxa.

nasza eé ropenn, WEKN NOKPbUINCb PYMSIHUEM, rpyAb BbICOKO noabiManach,
OHa roTtoBa 6blna M nNnakaTb U CMeATbCHA, He 3Hasd, YeM Bblpa3nTb CBOH
pagoctb, u TpeboBana wn B3rNS4A0M, M TOHOM CBOEro ronoca, W BCeEM
CyWeCcTBOM CBOMM COYYBCTBUSI OT KHA39 HUKUTbI 3TOM CBOEN pafocTy,
COYYBCTBUSA N 040bpeHuns.

Ho OH rpycTHO nornsgen Ha Heé un aaxe He ynblbHyncs.

- Cyeta, ArpadeHyuika, Bcé — cyeTta! — nporosopua OH 1 ywén K cebe.

C nageHveM MeHwukoBa HazexAabl ArpadeHbl [1eTpoBHbl YyABOWAUCH, U
Ternepb AOpora Kasasiacb el OTKPbITOHO.

C nepBbIX Xe AHEN CBOEero oTbes3aa B AepeBHI0 OHa CHOBa 3aBesia AeNoBYH
nepenucky ¢ 6paTbsaMmM 1 OTUOM, NepenucbiBanacb ¢ NAHHM6aN0M, COCNAHHbIM
B ToMck, n c MaBpuHbIM, 6biBWEM B ccblike B Tobonbcke, nocewana
HoBoaeBMUYMN MOHACTbipb B MOCKBE M e3auna Ha CBMAAHUS C HYXHbIMU el
nwabMmn K cBoeMmy ABowopogHoMy 6paTty TanbisnHy. EW Kasanocb, 4TO C
KaxabiM  AHéM 6am3ntca eé ocBoboxaeHue W 4TO, HaBepHoe, 6yaet
BbIX/10MOTaH yKas, pa3pellatownim BepHyTbCs cHoBa B lNeTepbypr Kak en, Tak
M €€ Apy3bsaM.

Mexay TeMm Anekcen becTyeB, He 3HaBWMM BO BCeX MOAPOBHOCTAX TOro,
4YTO Npoucxoanno B 3TO BpeMs B [NeTepbypre, nucan cectpe n3 KoneHrareHa:

"KoHeyHO 6, noO XenaHu BCeX BaC YYMHWUNOCb, exenn 6 cmepTb rpada
PabytnHa B TOM He BocnpensaTcTBoBana. Ho exenu 6 ero mmnepatopckoe
BE/INYEeCTBO Aa He cBoboamn MMNeputo CBOK OT Mra BapBapcKkoro, To 6 MHe
TPYAHO 6bIN10 CTOMIb CKOPO BCEM BaM BCMOMOYb; HbIHE Xe YynoBato, 4YTO Bbl C
APYy3bSAMW HawWMMKM N 6e3 NMOCTOPOHHEN MOMOLWM, NO OTSYYEHUM WU3BECTHOro
BapBapa, BCsKon camu cebe BCrnoMoub MoxeTe".

Bapsap, To ectb MeHwwukoB, yxe 6bln cocnaH B bepésoB, n coobpaxeHue
Anekces [leTpoBuuya 3aHsano 6bino ArpadeHy [leTpoBHy. Ho [Mawkos u3

MeTepbypra coBetoBas 6bITb OCTOPOXHEN.



"OTBaXXHO HM B Kakoe BCTynaTb He W3BOSIbTE, MOKa BpeMs MNoKaxeT
CNOKOMHOe, — nucan oH. — MoxeT, Bor XoTb O4AHOrO0 He OCTaBUT KOMMaHWU
Hawen. CKONbKO Mep3KOW KIeoType HWU uUcKkaTb cebe 3awmuieHnss no CBOUM
XYZAbIM AenaM, ToNIbKO UM cebs He MOXHO HUKaK 3aKpbiTb".

Moa "Mep3Kok KneoTyporw" noapasymeBanucb OCcTepMaH M ero npustenb U
noMowHuK JleseHBonbh. OcCTepMaH, MOYTW [NaBHbIK BWUHOBHWK CCbIIKK
MeHwwnkoBa, nony4ymn 60nblWYO CUY U 3HAYEHMe Npu MONOAOM MMNepaTope.
BecbMa ecTecTBEHHO, OH He MOr »XefnaTb BO3BpalleHUs U3 CCbINIKM Takux, eweé
HenaBHO NpUBNMXKEHHBbIX K [leTpy AnekceeBuuy nwogen, Kak MaBpuH U ero
apy3bs. Ho OcTtepMaH Kasancsi He onaceH, unu, No KpanHen mepe, He Tak
CTpaweH, Kak MeHwwnkoB. BonkoHckasa Bugena 3TO M MNOTOMY, YyABOWB
OCTOPOXHOCTb, CcTana 6onblwe npexHero "paboTtatb"”, Kak oHa roBopuna.

B koHue 1728 roma pasop ctan cobupatbCcss B MOCKBY Ha KOpOHauMio.
PewunTenbHoe BpeMsi 611M3MN0Ch.

Huknta ®épopoBuy agenancsa C KaxabiM AHEM Monyanueee u yrpiomee. OH
Kak 6yaTo nokopwuica cyabbe M MaxHysn Ha BCE pyKOK, He npensTcTBoBas
XXeHe, HO W He nomoran en. bamxanwmm eé nomMowHMKOM Tenepb 6bin eé
ABOOPOAHbIN 6paT Tanbi3vH, XuBwKWM BO6M3KM B CBOen paepeBHe [enose,
NOCBSALWEHHbIN ArpadeHoto MNeTpoBHOM BO BCe €& naaHbl M MCNONHSABLUMA AN
"cecTpuubl”, Kak OH Ha3bliBan BONKOHCKYO, BCé UYTO YroAHo.

B nepBbix uncnax despans COCTOSCA TOPXXECTBEHHbIM Bbe3a uMnepaTtopa B
MockBy. [éTp AnekceeBu4y BuAenca co cBoen 6abkon, M npu BCTpeye
NPUCYTCTBOBANN BeNIMKME KHSXHbl HaTtanua AnekceeBHa u Enunszaseta
NeTpoBHa.

Crapyxa uapuua EBookusa npu BuAae BHyKa cTana nsakaTb, o6bHMMaTb ero,
ynTaTb €My HacTaBNEeHMS W BbiroBapuBaTb 3a ero CBO6OAHYI XM3Hb M 3a
apyx6y ¢ [JonropykoBbiMWU, U3 KOTOPbIX OAWH, MBaH, 6bin cambiM 6/IM3KUM
YeslIoBEKOM K MMMepaTopy M MOCTOSAHHbIM YY4acTHUKOM ero Becesnbs. CBmaaHue
BbILLUIO CYXWUM, U MPUCYTCTBYOWME Buaenu, 4yto lNEérp AnekceeBud yexan oT
6abkn, No-BMaAMMOMY, He CKOpo cobupascb BEpPHYTbCS K Hel. K cebe oH He
nossan eé.

na Bcex cTtano ACHo, 4To FOCYﬂ,apblHﬂ-Ga6Ka HE GYLI,eT MMETbHMN KA KOTO



B/INSAHUSA, U Te, YTO pacCYUTbIBa/IN Ha Heé&, owmnbInCb B CBOMX pacyéTax.

Ons BONKOHCKOM M eé apy3ei 370 6b1510 60/bLWOK HENPUATHOCTbIO.

Ho kak nocTpagaBwue OT MeHWWKOoBaA, OHM BCE-TakKM HaAeAIUCb, 4TO
rocygapb, No rHeBy CBOeMY Ha CBEeT/ieMwero, Nerko MoXeT BCMOMHUTb MNpo
HUX. I AencTBuTeNnbHO, BEPHbIe Ntoan yxe coobwmnm, yto MNétp II HeckonbKo
pa3s co BpeMeHu rnpuesga B MOCKBY onsATb 3aroBapmBan O HuX. HaTtanbs
AnekceeBHa crnipawwuBana npo ArpadeHy [leTpoBHy. Hagexaa cHoBa
3aropanacs.

Tak B MNOCTOSAHHOM TpeBOre npowsanM Becb ¢deBpasnb M MapT. TO cyacTbe
Kazanocb 6n1M3K0, U Uenb 4YyTb He b6blna AOCTUrHYTa, TO OMSATb HECKOJIbKO
Heaenb MOSIHOM HEeU3BECTHOCTU, COMHEHUM WU HepeLunTeNbHOro MNoJI0XEHUS.
OcTepMaH, BUAMMO, BHUMATESIbHO CrieAns 3a CBOMM BOCMUTAHHUKOM.

HakoHel K Makw Mecsuy Hagexabl onsATb NoAHANUChb. Tenepb yXe no Bceu
MockBe roBopwau, 4To MMMepaTop MNPSAMO Xefan BEepHYTb MPeXHero CeBoero

HacTaBHMKa MaBpWHa 1 ero apy3ei.

IV YHEM KOHYUTCHA

370 6bI10 ceabMoe Masd — AeHb, NAMATHbIN ANS KHA35 HUKUTbI HA BCHO XU3Hb.
OH BCTan B 3TOT AeHb, KaKk 06bIKHOBEHHO, paHO M OTNPaBU/ICA Ha NOCTPONKY,
K KOTOPOM TOJSIbKO YTO NMPUCTYNUA NOC/e 3MMHEro nepepbisa.

HoBbIN AOM CTPOMACSA B MOPSiAOYMHOM OT CTapoOro pacCTOsiHMM, Ha KpacMBOM
MecTe, Ha caMoM bepery peku, y pouwm, B KOTOpOM npeanosiaranocb pasbutb
napk u caga. DTOT AOM, 60nblWON, OAHO3TAXHbIM, HA KaMeHHOM dyHAaMeHTe,
6bl1 BYEpHE MO4YTM rOTOB ewé B MNpOWSIOM rogy W OCTaBneH Ha 3uMy C
3aKO/I0YEHHbIMW  OTBEPCTUSMW ANA  OKOH. Kpblwa 6blna  yxe rotosa;
0OCTaBasioCb BCTaBUTb paMbl, HACTNaTb MOMbl U cAenaTb TECOBYIO OOLLINBKY.
Huknta ®EQopoBuYy, C OTBECOM M MEPOI0 B pyKax, XO4Ws MO XPyCTEBLUMM MOA
€ro Horamuy, YépHbiM OT BpPEMEHM, MNPOLOrOAHUM LEenkKaMm u CTPyXKaM u
pacrnopsxasncs ypokaMu naOoTHUKaAM Ha CEeroAHsIWHWM AeHb. B Apyrom KoHue
JlaBpeHTun cunTan TONbKO YTO NpuBe3éHHble Ay6OBble AOCKMW.

- A roe xe Ouaunka MeHbLon? — cnpocun BONKOHCKWI, ornsabiBasiCb

KPpyTOM ©“ wuwa rnasamm OUNMNKYy, KOTOPOro OH 3Hajl KakK Xopowero



paboTHMKa.

- OuUAMNKa-To? - nepecnpocun CTOSABWIMA PAAOM MYXWUK, A0XWUAABLUMACA
ypoKa, U noTynuncs.

- Hy pa, ero KJIMKHYTb Hazgo!

- Ounnnka-a! — NpoOTAXHO, NIEHMBO 3aKpuyan KTO-TO, M polia oTo3Basachb
9XOM Ha 3TOT KpUK.

KHA3b HMKKUTa KOHYUN YPOKKU, HO DUNunKa He ABNSASICA.

- dununky 3Bann? — cnpocun JlaBpeHTni, noaxoas K Hukute ®énoposuyy. -
OX, Hexopowo! Beab y6ér, noxanym! MHoro y Hac Hapoga yxoaut! -
NpoAosKan OH, MOHMU3MUB rOMI0C, KOrAa OHW OTOLWM OT MYXWKOB. — BCé 3Tu
ABopoBble céuBatoT € Tosika. lNoHaese3nu nx tenepb 3 MNutepbypxa.

Huknta ®énopoBunY onyCcTUACSA Ha CBaNeHHOE Ha Tpase 6peBHO.

- Hy, n bor ¢ HuMun! - nporosopun oH. — lycTb nx beryTt, ecnn y Hac He
HpaBUTCA. YTO X, €eC/IM HEXOPOLLO Y MEHS, NYCTb ULWWLYT, r4e nyduwe.

- A 06BbaBKY 6bl NogaTb cneaoBano, — NOYTUTENbHO, BYATO paccyxaas cam C
coboto 1 He cMes aaBaTb bapunHy coBeTbl, cka3asn JlaBpeHTUn.

KHs3b HUKknTa caenan BuAa, YTo He CAblwunT ero cnoB. OH paccessHHO cMoTpen
npeg cobor M COBEpLEHHO PpaBHOAYWHO MNepeBoaun B30pbl C MOCTPOWMKM,
KOoTOpasi, BMAMMO, HWYYTb HE 3aHMMana ero, Ha peKy W Ha MYXWKOB,
3acTy4aBLUMNX yXXe TonopaMun. HakoHew OH B3rAHYN U Ha JlaBpeHTuS.
"YAMBUTENbHO, KaK NpuvpoAa 4yesioBeka ABOWCTBEHHA, — NoAyMan OH, — AyLla
n Teno... Bcoay Aywa wu Teno! Beab BOT JlaBpeHTUM MHOroe rnoHuMaeT, a
coBeTyeT 06bABKY NoaaTb. YANBUTENbHO... Aywa u Teno".

- [la, TaK 4YTo X Tbl FOBOPMULLIbL? — CNPOCKUI BONKOHCKUNA.

- S roBopto, YTO ABOPOBblE HapoA nopTAaAT! — oTBETUN JIAaBPEHTUI, NOHSAB, YTO
cnoBa ero Hacyért obbsaABkM 6blIM CcoBCEM He K MecTy. — BoT oHameaHucb
[ob6psaHckuin, uTo n3 MuTepbypxa ¢ HamMu Npuexan, ywén coBceM n 3anuesa
cbun c coboto.

- Kakon 310 3anueB? — cnpocun KHA3b HUkuTa.

- lMpononiua 6bin! — KOPOTKO, Kak FrOBOPSAT MPO CKOHYaBLUMXCH YXe, cKa3an
JlaBpeHTui.

- A JobpssHCKuIn?



JlaBpeHTuit, BUAMMO, 3aTPYAHUIICS OTBETOM M HAKOHEL, KOPOTKO OTBETMUN:

- N3 Mutepbypxa.

Hukuta ©OEnopoBuY CTan npunoMuHaTb. [obpsiHCkui 6bl1 TOT caMbli
yesioBeK, KOTOpbIM TOoraa SBUACA W NpucTtaBan B3ATb ero kK cebe. [MoToMm
Huknta ®EnopoBny BMAEN ero nmuo B ToNAne, BO BpeMsa Ka3Hu [eBbepa. OH
Xe N NPUHEC ero A0MON, Korga emMy TaMm caenanocb AypHO.

OTO BOCNOMWUHAHMe 6bino 6one3HeHHO HenpuaTHO. KHA3b HukuTa B3ApOrHyn
BCEM TeJSIOM, TOYHO BAPYr MaxHy/n Ha Hero CbIpon, XonoAHbI Bo3ayx. Obpas
L[obpsHCKOro cToan npea ero rrnasamm, Kak XXMBOMN.

- Hy, Bor ¢ HuMu! — onaTtb nporosopun Huknta ®EQOPOBUY 1 BCTa.
CTpaHHOe pgeno - €My HeCKOSIbKO pa3 MNpuMXoAuMoCb 3aMedaTb, YTO Kak
TONIbKO 4YTO BOCMOMMHAHME BOCKpecano Yy Hero B rofioBe, Bceraa 3a HUM
cnepoBano kakoe-HMbyab HecyacTbe.

"Hy, uto 3a B3gop! - nonpobosBan OH ycnokouTb cebs. — YTo MoxeT
cnyyuTbca?"

Ho Hukuta O®EnopoBuY 4yBCTBOBasa, 4TO cepaue ero 6ecnokowmHo,
Heyaepxumo 3abwunocb, W npepgyyBcTBMEe Henobporo, HUKoOrga He
obMaHbIBaBlIee ero A0 CUX Mop, OkKano eMmy rpyab. OH Kak-TO HEBOJIbHO,
noytn 6ecco3HaTenbHO O06EepHYNCA M K yXacy CBOeMy YBWAeN, 4YTO He
obMaHynca v Teneps.

"Tak n ectb!" — MenbKHYNO Yy Hero.

Mo NpoTONTaHHOW K MNOCTPOMKe TponuHke 6exan, ceMeHa CBOMMU 60CbIMU
HOramm, Manbumwka AKy/SbKka C WCNYraHHO BbIKAaTUBLWMMUCS T[flazaMm U
6neaHbIn, Kak rnosioTHO.

BONIKOHCKMIM 3aXXMypUNCA U MOAHAN PYKU K ninuy. OH MOHSAM, YTO HecyacTbe
611M3K0, YTO OHO YyXe TyT, N. HECMOTPS Ha BCHO €ro HEeOXMUAAHHOCTb, EMY YyXe
Ka3a/0Cb, YTO OH AaBHO XAET ero.

Akynbka noabexan K JlaBpeHTUIO W, 3anbiXaBLWWCb, HAMpacHO CUACH
nepeaoxHyTb, OTPbIBUCTO 3aroBOpwU:

- [sapeHbka... TaM Ha 6apckui aBOp congaTbl npuexanu, ¢ HabonbwuMm, u
roBopsT — BCex 3abupatb 6yayT... KoM 4To — 9 B JleCy CXOPOHKOCb, @ HYXHO

6yaet - cBucHuTe!



N, ensa gorosopus, AKysibka CHOBa NycTuicsa 6erom nNo Hanpas/eHUIo feca.
"Congatbl!" — Mor paccnbiwaTtb TONbKO Huknta ®EQOPOBUY U, HE MOMHS YyXe
HWYero, KNHyNCA AOMOW.

OT noctporkm pno Aoma 6bl10 AOBOMBHO Aaneko M, Korada HakKoOHel, OH
O4YyTU/ICA B BOPOTax, BCSA KPOBb MPUXJbIHYNa K €ro cepauy, U OH eaBa He
ynan.

Y KpblsibLua CcTOS/1@ Tenera ¢ CongaTtoMm, NoMewasWwmMMca paaoM C SMLLUMKOM.
C3aau 66110 ABOE BEPXOBbIX.

Hapopa n c y>xacoM, n c ntobonbITCTBOM TOANUACSA BOKpyr. babbl ronocnnu. Mo
Ty CTOPOHY Tefneru, Ha KpbljbLe OTBOpWMIachb ABEPb, U HA NOpoOre rokasasnachb
ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa.

OHa 6bina B CBOEM yTpeHHeM 6enoM WENKOBOM KanoTe, KOTOPbIN Bceraa
o4yeHb HpaBuncs Huknte GéqopoBuyy, U npuaepxmeana ero obopky Ha rpyam
NeBOK pPYKOW; 3a apyryto eé Bén oduuep, OTBEPHYBLWIWUCb W He rnsaas.
KHAMMHA wWw/ia noKOPHO, TUXO ONYyCTUB CBOE HENoABMXHOE, COBCEM
nomMepTBesioe NMuo, U TONbKO eé KpacuBble, Cyxue rnasa b6eranm n3 CTOpOHbI
B CTOPOHY.

[Bepb Ha KpblabLe CHOBa OTBOpWiacb: WUcnyraHHas Po3a Bbibexana ¢
60NbLLION Wanbo B pyKax U HaknHyna eé Ha ArpadeHy MNeTpoBHY.

Bcé 310 6bINO OAMH MUr, oAHa cekyHpa. He ycnen Hukuta ®énoposuy
6pocnTbCca K XeHe, Kak eé yxe nocaaunu B Tenery. Oduuep TOXe BCKOYUI
TyAa, W SMWWK, MNOBEPHYB 3aTonNTaBWMX C MecTa Jiowanen, 3akpuyan
paccTynasLleincs Tonne:

- beperucob!

BONIKOHCKMIM B UCCTYNNEHUN YyXKaca, He NOMHA cebs, bpocuncsa noa nowagb
N, KaXeTcs, CXBaTwWi OAHY M3 HMX 3@ MOpPAY, HO 4bS-TO CuUAbHas pyka
OCTaHOBWNA €ro.

B 310 Bpemsa oTkyaa-To cboky, m3s-3za goma, 6exan Muwa, BCXIUMbiBas, U
Kpu4yan 4yTo-To.

ArpacdeHa [leTpoBHa BApYyr 3aMaxajlla pykKamum; HO Tefnera, He
OCTaHaBNMBAasACb, MOBEPHY/a B BOPOTA.

Hukuta @OEAOPOBUMY CUNBHO OTAEPHYN AepXaBWYK ero pykKy W, TOYHO



HEBMAMMOM HUTbIO NPUBSA3aHHbIN K Tenere, nobexan 3a Hew. 3a4eM OH aenan
3TO M YeM U KOMY MOr NMOMOYb 3TMM, OH He CO3HaBan, Aa W BpeMs nu 6bIIo
Co3HaBaTb 4TOo-HMbyab! OH 6exan, He 4yBCTBYH, Kak 6onbwnmu,
pasMalnCTbIMK WWIaraMmu ABUrasmcb ero HOrm, Kak pasBeBasinCb No BETPY ero
BOJIOCbI, U rpyAb TAXeNo Abllwana; HO CBOE XpUnsoe AblXaHue OH Chblilwan, He
NOHMMas, OAHAaKO, 4YTO 3TO XPUMNUT OH caM. TOYHO psSaoM 6exan apyrou
yesioBeK, KOTOopbIi Xpunen Tak. JomkHO 6biTb, poT ero 6bi1 OTKPbIT, MOTOMY
yTo TyAa HabuBanacb Nblib. B pykax 4To-TO Mewano. 2710 6bina nanka. OH
6bpocun nanky. lFonoBe 6bI10 TSXENO — OH CKUHYN wndany. Tenera ToO
yAansanacb, To 6bina 6nmxe, HO KHA3b HE MOr AOrHaTb eé.

ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa, MeTanacb TaM, HECKOSIbKO pa3 Jenass ABMXeHue
BbICKOUYNTb, HO KaxAbl pa3 oduuep yaepxusan e€, u nocne 3Ttoro nowaamu
cKakanu wmnbye. Yacto TOXe cuenuBwumecss pyku ArpadeHbl [1eTpOBHbI
noabiIManncb, TOYHO OHA XoTena caomatb ux. Hukmuta ®EQopoBud BUAEN, YTO
OHa aonro cobmpanacb ¢ cmnamu caenatb 31o. OHa YyBCTBOBasa, YTO OH ewé
TyT, no3aan, 6eXunT; HO NOCMOTPETb Ha Hero, Hec4yacTHOro, MMUAOro, oHa BCé
He Morna. M BOT, HaKoHel, OHa KakK-TO BCEM KOPMNyCOM NepeKkuHynacb Hasag,
n eé nuMuo MenbkKHyno npea HuM. [loToM BApyr eé pyknm 6eccunbHO
onyCcTUAMCb WM ronosBa noOBUCMAA; WM B 3TOM 6blJI0 YTO-TO YXe 3HAKOMOoe,
AEeBbepoBCKOe, Xankoe, getckoe. OHa nnwmnnacb YyBCTB UM yMepna.
"YMmepnal!" - kak monotoMm, yaapuno Hukuty ®énoposuya.

OH BAPYr NPUOCTAHOBWJICS W TOSIbKO Tenepb 3aMeTusl, Kak CKOpo exana
yAansBWwasca npeg ero rnasamu Tenera.

- YTO X a7 — NporoBopusi oOH U 3akpuyan noyemy-to: — lNyctute! — n cHoBsa
xoTen 6exaTb, HO HOMM ero 6bIIN yXxe TaXeNbl, KaKk CBUHLOBbIE, N NMOMUMO
€ro BONIM OTWATHY/IN €ro B CTOPOHY.

Moa Horamu ero 6bi1a Tpasa, OH 3auUenuacs 3a KOYKy 1 ynan.

XonoaHoe, Cbipoe MPUKOCHOBEHME 3eMNn 6biN0 NpUATHO KHA310. Co3HaHue
6yaATO NpOSACHMNOCbL, HO 3TO 6bINO NMWb Ana TOro, 4tobbl OH MOr eweé
ocsa3aTesibHee NoYyBCTBOBATb CBOK MYKY.

"YBesnu, "eé&" ysesnu!.. be3boXHUKN, XN3Hb Mot yBe3nu!l.. Kyaa? 3auyem?..

KoMy oHa Melwana u KoMy oHa caenana 4to?" — tep3ancs Hukuta ©énoposny.



OH nexan Hwu4ykoMm, 6mnca o 3emn rosioBOK, Uapanasn pykKaMm 3eMa U
ckpunen dJentoctamu. LLEKM ero HeyaepXuMo npbiraan, poT CBOAMICA Ha
CTOPOHY, 1 BCE Tesio CyA0pPOXHO B34parneano.

- A BOT ewé.. a BOoT ewé! - co 3106010, CKBO3b CKpuneswune 3ybbi, C
6elweHbIM 310paaCTBOM NpUroBapmean KHA3b HUKUTaA, M Teno ero Aépranocb
HOBbIMU CyAOpOramu.

Cnés He 6b1710 y Hero. PbigaHne, o4HO Cyxoe pblAaHWe OCTaHOBUOChL B rope
M He MOro BblpBaTbCS.

Tak nexawum y 4oporn Hawnu ero JlaBpeHTUI co criyramu.

Ero nogHann, NONOXWUAW B KOASICKY U MOBE3/M AOMOW.

HascTpeuy wnM nonanca apyron odwuuep, ToXe C KOHBOeM, pa3obpaBLumin
nepenucky ArpadeHbl [eTpoBHbI U yBO3MBLWIKWK Tenepb e€é nucbMa. KHA3b
HukuTa He y3Han v He NOHAN, YTO 3TO bblN 3@ YenoBex.

[loma ero oOTHeC/iIM nNpsiMO B €ro KOMHaTy, npuBeaéHHyt B 6ecnopaaok
XO3AMHUYABLLINM TYT 0PULLEPOM.

Hukuta ®€nopoBuy He noTepss cnocobHocTn aBuratbcsa. Ero nocagmunm — oH
cen; eMy ganuv BoAbl — OH BbINMWA. HO TONbKO NPOM3BOSILHO OH Kak-TO He Mor
WNW He XOTeNn ABUHYTb HW PYKOK, HXU Horoto. OH cMoTpen npsMo npej coboro
HEenoABMXHbIMM rNasaMn, a Korga eMy Hy>XHO 6bi10 NnornsaeTb B CTOPOHY, OH
He nepeBoAWN TyAda OAHW TONbKO rnasa, HO NMoBOpadMBan BCHO rOMIOBY, rnasa
»Xe 0CTaBa/INCb MO-MpeXHeMy HeNoABUXHbI.

JlaBpeHTu NpMHEC eMy BMECTO 3aMnblNEHHOro, 3arpsa3HEHHOro, MCTEP3aHHOro
NnAaTbs YNCTbIM WNadpoK n Tydpam BMeCcTo ncnadkaHHbixX 6awiMakos.

"HeT, He Hago, K 4eMy T e n e p b 3T0?" — XOTen ckasaTb KHA3b HukuTa,
MOTOMY YTO B C € yXe Tenepb KOHYUI0Cb AJ18 Hero.

Ho BMecTo TOro 4tobbl MPOM3HECTM 3TWU CNOoBa, OH M34an Wb HEesiCHoe
MblyaHne, Boobpaxas, 0AHAaKO, YTO BCE-TaKM CKaszan TO, UYTO XOTen, u Jaxe
MaxHyNl PYKOK, XOTS BMECTO BCAKOro APYroro ABMXXEHWUS TONIbKO WEKKN Y Hero
ONATb 3anpbiranam v poT CKPpUBUICA.

NaBpeHTnin, BMAA ero 6ecnokoMCTBO, MOCMAEWHO OTOWEéN npovb CO
wnadpokoM n Tydpnamu.

BONKOHCKMI He 3Han, CKOJbKO BpeEMEHN npowno C TEX NOp, KakK €ro



nocagunnu Tak; BpeMs ANnsi Hero OCTaHOBMIIOCb. EMY Ka3anocb, YTO OH BCE ewé
6exuT 3a Tenerow U BUAUT 6MecTaWwMM Ha conHue Wénk 6enon oaexabl
ArpadeHsbl MNMeTpoBHbI. OH pacKkpbln poT, YTOObI eMy nerye 66110 6exaTb.

He oTxoamBlimnn oT Hero JlaBpeHTU nogyMas, 4YTo OH XOo4yeT MUTb, U NoAHEC
eMy onaTb BoAbl. BnipoueMm, Hukuta ®éQopoBny AeNCTBUTENBbHO XOTEN NUTb U
C YAOBONbCTBMEM cAenan HecKonbKo 60AblKMX FIOTKOB. 3TO OCBEXWO ero.
JlaBpeHTUI goragancs HaMoO4uYnUTb eMy roJiI0OBY.

KHa3b HuknTa BCTan, yaMBnéHHO NocMoTpen Ha JlaBpeHTus n BApPYr caenas
HECKOJ/IbKO LaroB, cesl Ha Nnosa, U eMy CTano nerye.

OH yBMAEn CBOK KOMHAaTy M BCe nNpeaMeTbl B HEW CHM3Y, No4 TakuM YrsioMm,
noA KakuMM HUKOrga He BMAan UX, U 3Ta pasHuuUa NpousBoAamia CBOero poaa
BrneyatneHue, pasbuBana BocrnoMmHaHue. KoMHaTa Kasanacb ropasgo-
ropasgo Bblwe, 4eM 6bl1a B AENCTBUTENbHOCTU, MOTOSIOK He TakK AaBwui, U
BO34yXa CNOBHO cTano 6onbLlue.

JlaBpeHTuit, C ucnyrom BCMJIECHYB pPYKaMW, OCTaHOBWICS W CMOTpen Ha
CBOEero "KHA3MHbKY".

- A rae Muwa? - BApyr NeBY4YMM FOSIOCOM MPOTSHYN KHA3b HWKKMTa, u aTa
neBy4yecTb COOCTBEHHOrO rosioca emMy oO4vYeHb MNOHpaBwiacb; eMy 3axoTesocCb
ewé pas yc/bixaTb eé.

"YTOo X, ecnu 3anor, ecnm 3To Tak Haao?" — nogyMan OH WM He TO 3anesn, He
TO CHOBa NPOTSAHYN, KaK-TO pa3aenbHo:

— Co-0 CBA-TbIMW YMOKO-OMN...

JlaBpeHTuI 3aKpbla NMUO pyKaMu, 3apblaan v Bbibexan u3 KOMHaThbl.

3a ABepsAMU, NpUXaBLWINCL B Yronok, cnaena Posa.

- Po3a KapnosHa, noauTte Tyaa, — CKasan en JlaBpeHTUW, NoKa3biBas
rosl0OBOM Ha ABepb K KHA3K0 HWKkKMTe, — MOYM MOEN HEeT... He MOry... He MOry,
cepaue Ha KYCKM pacxoguTcs...

Po3a oTpuuaTenbHO Noka4vasna rosioBown.

- Ecnn HyXHO, 9 TyT, — OTBETWU/A OHA. — s BCE cAenaeT, 9 ANnsg Toro TyT; a
KakK Xe s NONAET TyAa, K roCrnognHy KHA3K0?

JlaBpeHTM MaxHyn pyKOW Ha Heé.

Muwa ¢ camoro yTpa nponan B cyMmaTtoxe. Korga ero XBaTwincb M CTanu



UCKaTb, ero Hurae He 6b1N0. HakoHew ero HawnW y peku, rae OH cuaen Ha
6epery 6e3 wanku.

- baTiowka KanM4yeT Bac, — cKkasas eMy Haweawun ero n obpaaoBaHHbIN 3TUM
yenosek.

- Ax pa! baTiowka! - BCKpuKHYn Muwa n nobexan K oTuy.

Huknta ®EaopoBuY BCE MO-NpexHeMy cmaen Ha nofy, CKOpYMB HOrm, obHSB
KONleHa M onupasicb Ha HUX noabopoakoM, Koraa BOWEN K HeMy CbiH. OH
OO0 MOSlYa CMOTpesT Ha Hero, BMOJIHE MOHMMas 4YTO 3TO — ero CbliH, ero
Muwa, KOTOporo OH /It0bUT, HO HMKAKOro YyBCTBa K HEMY He HaxoAwn Tenepb
B cebe.

- Y Bac WMBOPOT-HaBbIBOPOT! - BApPYr CTapaTesibHO TMPOU3HEC OH,
obpalwancb K CblHY M MNoKasbiBas Ha OAHY W3 MyroBUL, €ro Kam30J1b4uKa,
KOoTopas AencTBuUTenbHO 6blla NnepeBépHyTa.

KHA3b HMKUTa OT/IMMHO CO3HaBasi, YTO rOBOPUT MOYEMY-TO CbiHY "Bbl", U UTO
OH MOXET yaepXxaTbCs, UTobbl HEe CKa3aTb MX, HO KaK-TO €My BOT He XOTesl0Cb
YAEPXNBATLCHA, U OH CKasas.

Y Muwn 66110 TO camoe pacTepsiHHOe, BUHOBATOE BblpaXXeHue, C KOTOPbIM OH
npuxoann ob6bIKHOBEHHO, KOrga He 3Han ypoka. llocne Toro, 4Yto Cny4nnochb
YyTPOM, €My YyXe He Ka3anoCb HMYero CTpaHHbIM, U OH HEe YAMBWI/ICS, 3a4eM
oTeu Tak cuaen npeg HWUM Ha nonay U 3adyem, obpawasscb ¢ HUM Ha "Bbl", OH
roBopun o0 kKakom-to nyrosuue. OH gyman TOAbKO O MaTtepy M O TOM, 4YTO
Tenepb MOrno 6biTb C HElO.

- A 4YTO, MaMeHbKa He BEpPHETCS K HaM? — CMpOCKN OH.

DTOT BOMNpPOC He pa3 yxe npuxoann Huknte GEQOpPOBUYY B rosIOBY B TEYEHME
3Toro AHs. OH BAPYT WMPOKO OTKPbII ra3a U CXBaTWU/ICS 3a roJoBy.

Muwa 6bin npaB: BeAb OHa MOrsa BEPHYTbCS. DTO 6b1IJ10 HE HEBO3MOXHO. HO
BOT 4YTO MOXHO 6bIN0 caenatb eweé: noexaTb B MockBy M TaM Aobutbcsa eé
ocsoboxaeHus.

B ronose ero nosiBuiacb TeHb NpexHen SCHOCTU, U OH BAPYr 3aTOpPONUACS U
3aaBurancs.

JlaBpeTnint He MOr MoHsATb, Yero oH uuwet. C 3TOM MUHYTbl B ronose HUKWUTbI

®énopoBMUa ynopHO 3acena To/IbKO 0A4HA MbIC/b — UYTO ArpadeHylika MoxeT



BepHYTbCcA. OH mckan wnsny, 4tobbl MATM HaBCTpedy xeHe. OH 3abbin, 4TO
wnana 6blna noTtepsHa yTpPOM, UM, He HaWas eé, Bbilwen Ha ABOp C
HEMNOKPbITOK rOA0BOIO.

OH npowén K BOpoTaM A0BOSILHO 604pO0 M Cen Ha MPUAAXEHHY K HUM
CKaMeeukKy, C KOTopon BuaHa 6bina ganeko gopora.

ConHue yxe HM3KO cnyctunocb Ha Hebe. OT AepeBbeB W CTPOEHWN nerna
ANTMHHaNA, Kocas TeHb. Boanu Ha popore, CKpbiBaBWEWCHA B Jflecy, Kyaa, He
oTpbiBasiCb, cMoTpen Hukuta @OEQOPOBUY, CUHEN YXe Mosynpo3payHbIn
BEYEPHUIN TyMaH.

N Bapyr B 3TOM AbIMKe TyMaHa 3alleBenunaoCb 4To-To. Hukuta OEpopoBuy
npoTép rnasa. OHM He obMaHbIBasIM ero — KakoM-TO 3KMNaXk noAaBurancsa K
ycaabbe. Jlowaaun yxe AICHO 6blnn BUAHDI.

- Buanwe? — nokasan KHA3b Hukuta JlaBpeHTuto.

- [a, — TMX0 NpoM3HEC CTapuK, He CMes Bblpa3uUTb CBOK PadoCTb, TaK Kak
nogyman:

"A BAPYF 3TO — KHArMHA?"

BONKOHCKMIM Tak M BNWACA rnasamm B 3TOT NPUBAMXKABLUMIACA 3KMNaX. ITO
6bbina konacka. BoT oHa 6nuxe, 6nmxe. E€ 6ybeHUMKM [aBHO yxe cTanmu
CNbIlWHbI, U HakKoHeL KHS3b HWKuMTa yBuaen pacrtepsiHHoe, HO CTapaBslleecs
3a4eM-T0 ynblbaTtbcs, nuuo depgeHbkn TanbismHa. OH OAMH Cuaen B CBOEN
Konscke.

Huknta ®énopoBmy BCKOUM U, KaK cymacwenwmnn, nobexan Hasaa 4OMOM, K
cebe B KOMHaTYy.

Tanbi3nHa BCcTpeTun JIaBpeHTun.

- Hy, 4yTO y Bac TyT? — CNpOCU/ rOCTb C TAaKUM BUAOM, YTO OH YXe 3HAEeT, 4YTo
nepenonox TyT 6blf, 1 4YTO OH cenvac "Bcé ycTtpout".

- [ope, b6aTiowka-6apuH, 6onblwoe rope, — oTBeTun JlaBpeHTUI, noMoras
Tanbl3UHY BbIATU U3 KONSICKWU. — lNpuexanu yTpoM CerogHs... — Hadas OH.

- 3Hato, 3Hato, U y MeHs 6binn n Bce 6ymarm Bbibpanu.

- Kakoe 6ymaru: TyT He ogHM 6yMaru, — KHATMHIOWKY B3S7M U TakK, Kak
6bina, yBesnu.

Tanbl3UH pacKpbla poT, U BCE ero 06HaAéXMBAOLLEE BblpaXXeHMe Nponarno.



- Kak, KHArMMHIOLWKY? — nepecrnpocusl OH.

JNaBpeHTMn NnoapobHO pacckaszan BCE CnyuyumBlUeecs YTPOM. Tanbi3uH ciywan,
ONyCTUB B HEMOM OTYasAHUW rOJIOBY U PYKMW.

- Hy, a KHA3b HukuTa? — cnpocun oH, Koraa J1aBpeHTUn KOHYUI.

- [a 4uto OoH, Mmon b6aTowka! CnoBHO AMTS Manoe ybuaeTtcs, 6e3 yma coBcem.
Becb geHb y ceba Ha nony cuaen. NoOToM BOT Ha AOpOry Bbiwen, Aa Bac
yBuAaen n cHoea Kk cebe yb6ér. C nuua 3a AeHb TakK U3MEHWICS, YTO He Yy3HaTb...
N He nnayveT! XoTa 6bl CNE3NHKY YPOHUII...

Tanbi3nH nowén K BonKOHCKOMY.

Hukuta ®éanoposuy cuaen onatb y cebs Ha nony, HO Npu BXo4e roctsa BCTan.
®eneHbka He 6e3 pobKoW HEeNOBKOCTM NO340POBANCA C HUM U Ornsaen ero He
KaK 4yesioBeKa, a Kak Kakoe-TO C/IOBHO MHOE, HEBMAAHHOE CYLeCTBO.

KHA3b HUKUTa AENCTBUTENBbHO CUNIbHO M3MeHWscs. Tnasa ero 6bian Wupoko
OTKPbITbl, MU0 4YyTb MEepPeKOCUNIOCb, CKYynbl Bblganuncb, U Nob6 MepTBEHHO
nobnegHen.

- W oH T a K c caMoro ytpa? — cnpocun Tanbi3uH y JlaBpeHTus.

- YT0, C camoro yTpa? - 3n106HO cka3an BonkoHCKUi, casurasi 6posu.

- HeT, Hunuero, — ncnyraHHo oteetun deaeHbka, Kak 6yaATo yAUMBAAACH, 4YTO
KHA3b HMKWTa He MOr NMOHATb ero C/10Ba.

- S BOT uTO AyMat, — BApYyr 6bIcTpo 3arosopun Hukuta ®€noposud, rnotas
CNoBa N He OKaH4YMBas MUX, — KaK XOTUTE, a Bbl AO/IKHbl YTO-HMOYAb caenaTb
HaM. Tak cupeTb Henb3d. OHa MOXEeT BEepHYTbCHA, U Mbl AOJIKHbI MOMOYb
BEPHYTbCA. Bbl Kak XOTUTE, a A pelunn yxxe, 4YTo ey 3aBTpa B MOCKBY.

OH rosopun 6e3 npuabiXaHUA M OCTAHOBOK, POBHO, HE MOHMXAash W He
noBblWasg roaoca, kak 6yaro roeopua BCE o4HY M Ty xe dpasy.

Tanbi3uH nomosvan.

- Cnblwnwb? — obepHyncs OH K JlaBpeHTUO LWEMOTOM, HO He CTEeCHSSChb,
oAHako, npucytctBueMm Hukutbl ®EépopoBmya. — XodeTr B MockBy exaThb.
Henb3g nyckaTtb: MOXeT un cebe n apyrum bea HagenaTb.

C aTuMn cnosamu Tanbi3UH MOBEPHYCS K ABEpPMW.

- S nNOCMOTpKO, KTO He nyCcTUT MeHsA! — TrpoOMKO KPWKHYN €My Bcnes

BONKOHCKWI, yAapuB Mo CTONY Ky/TaKoM.



Tanbl3UH OoCTancd Ha Houb.

KHa310 Hukute npuHecnu nocrenb B ero komHaty. OH Benen nocrnaTtb eMy Ha
nony w nér, He pasaeBascb. JIaBpeHTUM OCTancs y Hero B KOMHATe, HO
Huknta ®énopoBuy nporHan ero. JIaBpeHTUn cen 3a ABepsaMu.

"MM KkaxeTcs, 4TO A - CcyMacweawuir, 4to A cowén c yma!l - noayman
BONIKOHCKMI, OCTaBWMUCb OAWH, W yNnblbHyncs 3Ton Mbicnu. - locnogu! [a
BeAb CyMacllewne HMYero He MOoHMMaloT, a 9 BCE Mory coobpasuTb, BCE
BUXY M YYBCTBYIO, U My4yalocb".

OH noaHsn ronoBy M, O06/IOKOTUBLUMCE Ha pPYKY, Néxa cTtan CMOTpeTb npep
coboto.

EMy BCnoMHUNOCH Wnpokoe none ¢ yberaslwet Baasb 4OPOrot, HO HeE Takoe,
Kak 6bln0 cerogHs npea ero rnasaMmm, U Ha Aopore BCAaAHWKKM, U OHa, ero
byaywasa xeHa, B KpaCHOM Hakuake n 3es1éHOM njaTbe, NOTOM OXO0Ta, CKayka
B Nlecy, CTapblii 3aMOK M YEpPHbLIA AOKTOp C ero npeackasaHumeM. U KHA3b
HuknMTa BCNOMHUA TOXE, YTO BCKO CBOK XWU3Hb yuyusnca nobexaaTtb B cebe 4 e
NoOoBeEeYeCKMWeCTpaCcTn N CcTpajaHus, 4to xoten 6biTb Bbille WX, U BOT
CTpPalHbIA UCKYC 6bln yXxe npea HWUM, U OH He 3HaJ, KaK BblIAEPXWUT ero.
Jlerko nin ckasaTb: YTO BbIHOCW OH, M YTO eLwé XAET ero!..

"A OHW AyMaloT, 4TO A — cyMacweawmnn!" — cHoBa ynblGHYNCS OH.

Bbina yxe cepeavHa Houn, a KHA3b HuknTa BCE ewé nexan C OTKPbITbIMU
rnasamm, He CMbIKasi UX HU Ha MUHYTY.

- Hy, nopa! - nporoBopua OH U NOAHSAJICA.

OH TuxXoHbKO npuoTBOopun ABepb. OHa ckpunHyna. Hukuta ®EéaopoBud
npuTann AbixaHue, HO BCE 6blN0 TMUXO. JIaBpeHTUM cnan Ha CTyse 3a ABepblo.
BONIKOHCKMI, CaM He C/ibllwa CBOUX ABUMXEHWN, KaK TeHb, NMPOLWET MMMO Hero.
B cpeaHelr KOMHaTe nexanu wnasna v TPoCTb Tanbi3nHa; KHA3b B3S1 UX,

OTKPbIJ1 OKHO U BblNe3 U3 Hero. Tenepb OH 6bln Ha cBoboge.

V PA3JTYKA
JobpaBwuncb Ao MockBbl, Hukuta OEQopoBMY npexae BCero nocrapancs
OTbiCKaTb BecenoBCckOro, HO 3TO He CKOpO yganocb emy. [JHA yepe3 Tpu OH

Hawén ero HakoHeu W Yy3Han, 4yto Becenosckuin "6bin TOXe B3AT". U3



OCTallbHbIX Apy3eh XeHbl BONKOHCKWIK He 3Han, Kto 6bin B MockBe; M uX
Henb3s 6b110 BUAETD.

Huknta ®éqopoBuy BCNOMHUA 06 AnpakCuHe, KOTOPOro OH 3Han eweé, Koraa
ToT 6b1n1 B PeBene reHepan-rybepHaTopom.

Npad Pénop MatBeeBMY AMNpakCuUH, CNOABMXXHWK MOKOMHOrO mMMmnepartopa
Metpa I, 6bIn uyneHoM BepxoBHOro coBeTa, cuyuTancsa [obpoaylWHENWNM
4YesIOBEKOM M MHOrOMYy Mor nomoyb, ecnin 6 3axoten. OH 6bin elwé NOKOMHbIM
MMNepaTopoM BO3BeAEH B UYWH reHepan-aamupana, sBcerga 6bin Ha Buay u
Tenepb 3aHMMan BblAaloWeecss MNOJ0XEHMEe, HO MpU 3TOM HWUKOraa He umen
BparoB u Henpusatenen. Ero kak-to Bce nobunu.

KHA3b HukKTa pewnnca nontmn K Hemy. Ewé geHb npowén B po3biCKax goMa,
rae >Xun AnpakcuH.

OH npuwén K AnNpakcMHy npssiMO C MapagHoro Kpbiabua. Cuaeswnn B
nepeaHen rpada CTapbli ABOPOBbLIM, BS3aBLWWKA  4YyfOK, BCTPETUN ero
BOMpPOCUTENIbHO-HEL0YMEeBaloLLe.

- [Jonoxwu rpady, 4To KHA3b Huknta ®énopoBny BONKOHCKUN XenaeT BUaeTb
ero.

DT cnoBa 6blM CKa3aHbl TakWMM TrOJIOCOM, W OCaHKa KHA3s HUWUKWUTHI,
HEeCMOTps Ha ero ogexay, Tak nopaswia cTapuka, YTO OH BCTasa M MNOLWEén
AOoKnaablBaTb.

AnpakcuH npuHan BonkoHckoro y ceba B kabuHeTe, cuaa y 6ipo, C
TabakepKowW 1 N1aTkoM B pyKax.

- Munoctu npowy, 6yabTe 340pOBbl, — TACKOBO BCTPETU OH KHA39 HUKKTy,
KaK HEM3MEHHO BCTpeyas Kaxzoro cesoer A06poayLWHON yiblOKOWN.

Huknta ®EnopoBuny cpas3y 3aroBopus O pgene. AnpakCWH BbICaylwasn, He
nepebusas, rpyCTHO-CEpPbE3HO.

— 3Halo, 3HaKw, — NpPOroBopus OH HakoHeu. — HamMeaHn B BepxoBHOM coBeTe
cnywanu.

- Hy, n uyto x? — 6bnegHes, cnpocmn BONKOHCKUNA.

Crapuk AnpakcuH noxkan naevyamu.

- Huyero npotMB HemueB He nogenaewb. YX 601bHO OHM CKOpbl U BCE

NMoBOpPaYMBalOT Ha CBOK CTOpPOHY. Sl ewé Toraa B MeTepbypre 3a MaBpuHa Aa



MaHHMb6ana ctapancs roeoputb — Kyga! ToNbKO XyXe BbILWSI0.

®énop MaTBeeBMY MaxHYy/ PyKoOW, B NajsbuaxX KOTOPOW 3axan yxXe WenoTKy
Tabaka, n NOTOM BNUXHYN 3TOT Tabak B HOC.

- Hy, a Tenepb? — crnpocun onATb BONKOHCKUA.

- Tenepb?.. UTO X Tenepb?.. [la BOT caMoe Aefnio Yy MeHs, — 4 NMpoyTy, ecim
XoTuTte. — ANpakCuH B351 NOAWWUTble OAHa K apyron 6ymaru TOSCTOK
TeTpaaKoOW, OTBEPHY/1 HECKOJIbKO JINCTOB U CTan yumtaTb: — "[BOpoBble noau,
3anues n JobpsaHckun, asunmcb K AHapeto MBaHosuuy OctepMany..."

- A! — 6ecnoMoLHO NpOn3HEC KHA3b HnkuTa.

ANpakCMH MeNnbKOM B3rAsiHY/l Ha HEero u npoao/xan, Kak 6bl xenas
YCMOKOUTb:

"[loHecnn, 4To nomMewmue nx, KHarmHe BosnKOHCKOWN, BeseHO, 3a Npoaep30CTH
eé, XuTb B JAepeBHe, He Bble3xas B Mocky (cnosBo "npoaep3octu" oH
NpoOraoTUA Kak-To), @ OHa MNOCTOsIHHO npebbiBaeT B NOAMOCKOBHOW AepeBHe
ABoOOpoaHOro ceoero 6pata ®épopa TanbiaMHa, OTKyAa e34UT TalHO B
Mocksy, B TywwuHo, Ana cBumgaHua c OpueM HeneamHCKMM W C ApYyryMmu
HEKOTOpPbIMU NIOAbMU, MeXAy Mpo4YuM, Buaenacb M C cekpetapém WMcakom
BecenoBsckuM; BeAET TaMHyl Mepenucky cO MHOrMMU ndamm B MOCKBY WU
Apyrve MecTta; HeaaBHO Xe MNpuBEé3 TaHO M3 MuTasbl, OT oTua €&, [leTpa
BecTyxeBa, yenosek ero NnMcbMa, 3aWunTble B NOAYLIKMN..."

- Hy, TyT MOt nepenuncka, — ckasan AnpakcuH, CHOBa nepesopaymBad cpasy
6onblyd Mayky pasHodOpMaTHOM uCnNUCaHHOM 6Gymarm, — a BOT MHEHMe
coBeTa... — OH npobexan rnaszamMm HECKONbKO CTPOK Npo cebs n onsaTb rPOMKO
npoyén: — "KHArmMHa BoNkoHCKass U eé npuatenu genanu naptmm n nUCKanu
npu asope 6ecrokoncTeo, U Aabbl TO CBOE HaMepeHue CuibHee B AeNCTBO
npou3BecTb MOrnKn, uckanu cebe nomowm yepes BeHCKUIN ABOP U TaK XOTenu
BMeLWwaTb MNOCTOPOHHEro rocygaps B [OMOBble e€ero uMnepaTtopckoro
Benu4yectea pgena.. CeBepx e TOro nponoBedoBann o pAenax BepxoBHoro
TaHoro coseTa..." — ANpakKCuMH NMponycTuUn ewé HeCcKonbKO CTpoK. "3a Takue
BWHbI, — MNpOAO/Xan OH, — COBeT paccyaun [14] : KHArMHO BONKOHCKYO
cocnatb A0 YKasy B JAasibHUN XEHCKUM MOHacCTbipb W coAepXxaTb eé Tam

HENCXOAHO Mo HaA30pOM UryMeHbW; ceHaTopy HeneguHcKoMy B ceHaTe y



aen He 6biTb; Eropy lNalwkoBy B BOEHHOW Konnerum He 6biTb; Becenosckoro
cocnatb B 'mnsaH, YepkacoBa — B ACTpaxaHb K NMpPOBUaHTHLIM genam..."
AnpakcuH, BMAMMO, pa3oLWéncd, nonae Ha pas3bop agena u, rno npuBblUYKe K
AOKaZaM, He MOr OCTaHOBUTbLCS U MOKATWUICA, Xenad NpeacTaBuTb Aeno Kak
MOXHO obcTosaTenbHee. OH yxe caM cebsa cnywan:

- BbllwepeyéHHOE MHeHWe, - 3aroBOpusl OH MPUATHBLIM rOJI0COM, — 6bIIO
OTNpas/ieHO K KHA3 Anekceto puropbesnyy [Jonropykosy npu cneayroLllem
nucobMe: "CuatenbHbiM KHA3b! MNOHeXe Aeno KHArMHU BONKOHCKOM U Npo4Ynx
no TOMY Jefnly KO OKOHYaHWK MnpuBeneHO, TOro paau Balwle CUATENbCTBO
NpPOCUM, U3BOJIbTE MO TOMY MHEHWUIO ero BesINYeCTBY A0SI0XUTb, N YTO U3BOIUT
yKasaTb, O TOM Hac yBegoMuTb". N KHA3b Anekcen npucnan HeMeaNeHHbIN
OTBET TakoBoW: "CusaTesibHble TallHble COBETHUKN, MOU MUNOCTUBBLIE rOCyAapu,
no nMWUCbMY BalKWX CUATENLCTB UM MO TMPUCIAHHOM MpUroBope ero
MMMNepaTopCKOMY BeNMYeCcTBY AOKIaabiBasn, U yepe3 cue Moé o6bsAB/M: ero
BENIMYECTBO MO MPUroBOpY BalWKUX CUATENbCTB ObiTb MOBENesn, U Tako cue
AOHecCcTu npebbiBato M npodee..." Tak BOT, — 3akjo4ymi AnpakCuUH U, NOAHSAB
B30p Ha KHA38 HUKUTY, yXacHyncsa ToMy, 4To caenan.

BonKoOHCKMM cugen npen HUM, TOYHO XOTeN BCKOYUTb M BLEMUTBCA B HEro.
OcobeHHO CTpalHbl Ka3anucb ero rnasa, Weékn aépranmchb.

- Tak BOT, — 3aroBOpPWJI OH, — YTO X, Bbl XOTUTE pa3fly4ynTb MEHS C Het?
PasnyunTtb?.. [la pa3Be 370 B Bawen Bnactu?.. PazBe 3To0 B Balwlen Bnacry,
crnpawwuBalo A Bac? — U Bopyr oH 3axoxoTasi, 3axoxoTas TakK, YTo AnpakCUHY
caenanocb X0noAHo. — [la, A CMewCb, — CUIWACSA MPOroBOPUTb OH CKBO3b
CMeX, — A CMelCb Haa BaMW M MNpe3upar Bac, Kak npesumparo Ty pasnyky,
Kakyl Bbl 34ecb npuaymanu. A Bbl 3abbiin  ayx... Ayx! — BCKpPUKHYN
BONKOHCKMI, BCKakmBasi C MecTa U Maxas naaBHO, HO HEECTECTBEHHO CBOMM
cnosam pykamu. — 5 3axouy — mn 6byay Bo3ne Heé cenyac, AyxoM moum byay...
OH BeueH... 1 BeyeH. Paznyka Bawa - NULEHME... INLLEHNE YeN0BEeYEeCKoe...
ucnbiTaHue ayxa. f BblAepXy ero. 3TO TaK HUYTOXHO, BPEMEHHO. 34eCb MHe
HU4Yyero He HyxXHo... CyeTtal.. Bcé - cyeta n ToMneHue ayxa.. 4 Hag Bamu
CMelCb... — U OH CHOBAa 3acMesiNCcH.

[o6poaylWHbIi CTapukK AMpakCUH pacTepsiHHO CMOTpPEen Ha Hero, Aepxa



HaoTNéT cBol TabakepKy C naaTtkoMm. Bapyr, TOYHO OH BCMOMHW YTO-TO, OH
BCTan M CTap4yeckMMKn, 0CObeHHO CTapYyeCKMMWU B MUHYTY CUbHOIO BOJSIHEHMUS
waramum nogowén Kk BonkoHckomy. OH BCeM TesloM ApoxKarn.

— YCNOKOMNTECh, KHA3WHbKA, — MPOroBOPWM/1 OH, — YCNOKOMUTECh, ronybumnk; BOT
nponaémTte ctoga! — N OH CBOEWN TPSCYLLENCS PYKOW CUAWMACA MOAHSATb KHA3K
Huknty.

BONKOHCKMM nepecTtan CMedaATbCHd, TUXO MOAHSANICA C Kpecen, ornagenca u
MOKOPHO MNOLWEén, Kyaa ero Bén AnpakcuH. ToT fOBEN ero A0 ABepwu, BTONIKHYII
B MaJIEHbKYIO COCEAHI0 KOMHATKY M BbICTpO 3anep ABepb.

C 2TOM MUHYTbI KHA3b HUKWTaA A0MMO HE NOMHWUIT HUYEro.

CHavana 6bina Kakag-TO TUWMHA WM cTeMHeno. [loToM onATb pacceBeno.
KakeTcs, KTO-TO NpuUXoAns, Kakme-To BEPEBKU CTArMBasIN HEJIOBKO EMY PYKWU;
NOTOM CTYK KOJIEC, U CHOBA TULWIMHA — A0Aras, Aoaras TUWWHa.

Mocne 3TOM AOATOM TULIMHBLI OH BAPYr NMOYYBCTBOBA, YTO FpyAb ero AblWunT,
n cepaue 6bétcs B Hen. OH OTKpbII rnasa u ornsgenca. OH nexan B
NoNyTEMHON KOMHATe C KAaKMM-TO OKOLIEeYKOM HaBepxy; No4 HWUM MNOo4YeMy-TO
BMeCTO nocrtenu 6bina conoma. OH owynan cebsa pykamm n pasrnagen ux. Ha
HWUX, NOBbIWE KUCTK, BbISIN 3aXXMBaKOLLME yXKe nonepeyHble CCaanHbl.

"MeHs cBA3blBanuM, — agoragancs KHa3b HukuTa, — HO 3auem?"

— BOT OH TyT y MeHs, — nocnbiwancs 3a AepeBSHHOM Neperopoakomn rosoc. —
JlexunT BTOpYHO Hepento 6e3 ABMXeHUs; Tenepb CTONBHSAK Ha Hero Haweén. 4
BaM roBopto, coBceM 6e3 ymMa, BCE paBHO, UYTO 3Bepb 6e3 aywmu.

Huknta ®EnopoBnYy y3Han roBopmeLLNK roaoc. 270 6bi1 PeaeHbka TanbI3VH.

— A JOKTOpY NoKasbiBannM? — Cpocua Apyror ronoc, Toxe 3HaKOMbIN.

- [a 4To X, AoKTopy? Bbl 3HaeTe, Bedb TaM y AOKTOPOB Ha LENb CaxakwT um
obpalleHne yxx odeHb KpyToe, — 34eCb, Y MeHsl, eMy BCE-Taku nyduwe. BoT Bac
A0XKNAancs, a Tenepb NOCMOTPUM... Bbl BCE-TaKn XOTUTE MPOUTU K HEMY?

- [a, — oTBETUN BCE TOT XKE& 3HAaKOMbIN rosioc.

- Ox, He xoaute, Mmnxaun lNeTpoBun4y, HepoBeH Yac!

"Muxawunn lMetpoBuy! — nogyman BonkoHckuii. — 210 — M a H T an o HI" -
BCMOMHWJ OH MOYEMY-TO MMEHHO MPO3BULLE LLIYPUHA.

— [la oT4yero Bbl ero gepxuTte B3anepTn, — onNdaTb cnpocun becTtyxes, — pa3Be



OH byeH?

- HeTt, He 6yeH — cMupHbIn. HO Toraa, kKak oH ybexan OT Hac, Mbl, KaK Hu
UCKanu, He MOrn HanuTu ero. [lymanu yxe, 4to KoH4un c cobot, aAa Bapyr oH
aBuncsa B MockBe, K caMOMy AnpakCUHY-CTapuKy, HaroBopws eMmy BCero
COBCEM HEeCypasHOoro, yBepss, 4To OH — AyX, a He 4esloBeK, CMesasics, Kpuyan,
YTO OH BeYyeH M Bcemoryuw,. N cMex m rope npocrto... Hanyran Tak crapuka...
ToT ero Hacuny B KOMHaTy 3anep. lNpucnanu 3a MHot... Hy, BOT a9 NpMBE3 ero
K cebe n 60t0Cb, YTOObLI OH CHOBA He YLWEN Aa He HAaTBOPWA Yero.

- Hy, a "en" He ckasanu, 4To OH cowén c yma?

- HeT, oHa He 3HaeT, el TONbKO CKa3anu, 4to OoH 6oneH. A o4YeHb en
XOTesioCb BUAETb €ro, Kak yesxarna.

- [lyctute MeHa Kk Hewn!.. He cymacweawumn 9 BoBce!l - BAPYr SCHO u
OTYETNMBO KPUKHYN KHA3b HUKKUTa.

— CnbiwmTte? O4Hynca! — nporosopun Tanbi3unH.

- Hy aa, nonagémte K Hemy!

3aMoK WENKHYN. ManeHbkasa ABepb OTKpbllacb, U B HEW nokasanacb durypa
Muxauna lNeTpoBuya. Tanbi3nH He BOLIEN.

BecTyxeB no3gopoBasncs € KHA3eM HuUkUTOM, nowynan ero rososy, ornsaen
PYKW KU cnpocun, gaBHo nu Hukuta ®énoposud 66121 HA BO3ayXe.

- He noMHI0, — OTBETU/1 OH COBEPLUEHHO TBEPAO.

- A xoTenu 6bl NPOUTUCE?

Huknta ®éqopoBuy BMecTo oTBeTa 604p0 BCTan CO CBOEW COSIOMbI.

BecTyxeB B35s71 ero noa pykKy u BbiBes Ha CBeT.

BONKOHCKMI BbIWeEN, WYypAChb Nocse CBOen NOSYTEMHON KOMHATHI.

- A roe Muwa, JlaBpeHTUn? — Cnpocun OH.

— OHM nNpnayT, NpUAayT, — YCNOKOUTENIbHO Npon3Héc Muxawun MNeTposuu.
JlaBpeHTMin [encTBUTeNbHO cenyac Xe npuwén. BONKOHCKUMA npu  ero
NOMOLLN YMbINICS, Hagen uncrtoe 6enbé, Kam3on m bawmMakm n Bblwen B caj K
Muxauny lNeTpoBuyy. Tanbi3nH He NOKa3bIBaCA.

Hukuta ©®&popoBudy A0Nro xoamn no cagy c becTtyxeBbiM, CTapadcb Kak
MOXHO pa3yMHee [AoKasaTb, 4YTO OH He cyMmacweawwun, mn, becnpecTtaHHO

MOBTOPSASA 3TO C/I0BO, FOBOPWU MO YECTU, YTO BCE MOXET MOHATb U NOHUMaET.



Muxaun MNeTpoBUY HE TOSIbLKO He BO3pa)kajn, HO 4acTo o40b6pUTENbHO KMBan
ronoBo, Kak 6yaTo Bepun B Kaxzaoe CfoBO BONKOHCKOro, BrosHe pasnensn
ero MHeHue n ybexaancsa ero gosogamu. HakoHey oH 6yato coscem ybeamncs
M yweén B AOM Mo anfnee, C BUAOM YyesloBeKa, KOTOPOMY NpeacTouT ewé MHOro
aena.

Huknta ®énopoBuy ocTasncsa XoAnTb B cady C JlaBpeHTueM, KOTOpbIA NoYeMy-
TO CYEN HYXHbIM NMoAaepXaTb €ro noj pyKy, XOTS KHA3b Wén cosBceM 604po.
BonkoHckuit, kKak 6bl He xenas obuaeTb JlaBpeHTUs, He 3anpewan emy
AenaTb 3TO, eC/In eMy TaK Kas3asocCh Nyywe, N NpoAaoshkan XoauTb Monya.
HakoHeu B annee nokasancsa Tanbi3vH, HEYBEPEHHO MOAXOAMBLUMA K KHA3I0
Huknte. BONKOHCKMA OCTAHOBWUACSA HaBCTpedy eMy. deneHbka nogowén Ha
NnpuInyHoe BCE-TaKM pacCTOSHWE U Y4yacT/IMBO, CTapasiCb rOBOPUTb Kak
MO>XHO CNOKOMHee, CrpoCcun:

- Hy 4T0, Kak Bbl? He xoTuUTe N1 OTAOXHYTb? BaM yxe nopa cnaTb, 4 AyMmato.
3TO 3HAYMNO APYTMMU CIOBaMK — CTynamTe noj 3amok.

BONKOHCKMM HU4Yero He oTBe4dan. [powsio HEeCKOIbKO BPEMEHU HENOBKOro,
TSXENOro Mon4yaHms. HakoHel BbICTynun Bnepén JlaBpeHTui.

- baTtowka-bapuH, - 3aroBopwsl OH, NOBaNACb Tanbl3WHY B HOMM, -
oTnycTuTe Hac Kk cebe! Mbl HUMKOMY 3n1a He caenaem. OTnycTuTe, 4YTO BaMm
Tenepb... Mbl yeaeMm, en-bory, cenyac yeaeMm... Hero Bam 604TbCs OTNYCTUTb
Hac...

N JlaBpeHTWW cTan npocuTb U [AOKasbiBaTb, UYTO Jlyylle BCEero Ang ero
KHA3WHbKW yexaTb K cebe u 4yTo OH byaeT XuTb TaM, ronybuymkK, HUKOro He
Tporas.

- KOHeyHo, NycTuTe MeHs AOMOM, — MPOroBopusl KHA3b HUKMTA Tak NpoCcTo U
34paBo, 4TO TanbIi3MHY rMoKas3anoCb 3TO, HAKOHEL, BMOJSIHE AO/IHKHbIM W
BO3MOXHbIM.

- Kak yrogHo, — npoTSHXHO MporosBopua OH. — Kak yrogHo BaM... YTo X, 4
cenyac xe Besnlo 3a/10XUTb KOJACKY... 9 cenyac...

- Bbnarogapto Bac, — ckasan Bo/IKOHCKWUIA, MpOTArMBas pyky.

- 4 cenyac, — noBTopwua Tanbi3uH U, 6LICTPO NOBEPHYBLWIMCL, NOYTU 6erom

HanpaBumncd B AO0M.



B 3To BpeMdA CO CTOpOHbI ABOpa, Y KpbUibua AOMa, CTossla YyXe KonscKa
Munxauna lNeTpoBuya bectyxesa, 1 BO3Ne HeEE xnonoTanu J4an C BeWwamu.
Cam becTtyxeB, o4eTbin NO-A0POXHOMY, CTOS TYT Xe, AepXa 3a pyKy Muwy,
KoToporo yBo3wmn c coboto, Kk cebe, He xenas OCTaBUTb €ro Ha pykKax
Tanbi3nHa, a Tem 6onee cymacwewero otua.

- Mpocutca k cebe. Kak Bbl AymaeTe, OTNYCTUTb? — CMPOCWA, noaxoas,
Tanbi3nH, 6poBAMM NoOKa3biBas, YTO FOBOPUT NpPO TOrO, KTO B Cagy.

- OTtnyckanTte, BCE paBHO, - 6erno, ckBo3b 3yb6bl Mpou3HEC Mwuxaun
MeTpoBMY, TOXe MNoKasblBas rnasamMu Ha Mwuwy, 4Ttobbl TanbI3MH 3amMon4yan
npu HEM: AeckaTb, Bbl TaM, KakK XOTUTe, MHe BCE paBHO, a pebéHka pante
yBE3TU CMOKOMHO.

- [sapeHbka, — ckasan Muwa, — MHe XoTenocb 6bl NoBMaaTb Ha MNpoOLlAHbE
6aToWwkKy.

- 4 ckasan Tebe, yTtOo OTeu TBOM 6oneH M nydwe He 6ecnokouTb ero, -
oTBeTun becTyxeB, — OH CKOPO BbI3A0OPOBEET N NpueaeT K HaM.

Muwa HepoBepuymnBo, rny6boKo B34OXHY.

- Hy, rotosBo! - nporosopun Mwuxawn [lleTtpoBud. - Epem! - u OH cTan
npowaTtbcs € Tanbi3UHbIM.

Yepes yac gpyras Konsicka crosasa y Kpbuibua. KHa3b Hukuta ¢ JlaBpeHTuem
yesxanu k cebe.

- A Muwa, rae xxe Muwa? - 6ecnokonHo cnpawmsan Hukuta ®éaoposuy.
EMy ckasanun, 4yto Muwa XAET ero y HUX B AepeBHe, U KHA3b HukuTa yexan

AoOMON B Hapexae, 4to yBuanT TaM CbliHa.

VI. B JEPEBHE
Korpa kHA3b HukmnTa npuexan Kk cebe B AepeBHIO U He HaLEN TaM CbiHA, OH
NPUHSAN 3TO ropasfo CnokonHee, yeM ayman JlaBpeHTun, Kak 6yaTto oH xaan
3TOro n 6bI1 rOTOB K TOMY, UM Kak 6yATO 3TO HOBOE Hec4YacCTbe KOJSIbHY/0 ero
B TaKylo AyLlWeBHYIO paHy, 605b KOTOpoK bbl1a yXxe HaACTONbKO CUbHA, YTO eé
HUYEM, HUKAQKUM HOBbIM HEeCcHacTbeM Henb3s 6b110 yBENUUTD.
OH nocenuncsa B OMyCTeBWEM Tenepb AN9 Hero AOMe U Mo uefblM AHAM

X0AWS1, He NPOPOHUB HM OA4HOrO CfiI0Ba. YueHune 6b1n0 ocTaBneHo. MegmumnHa m



KHUrM — BCE ocTaBsieHO. [MoCcTponka, KOTOpYyk He ans kKoro 6bino genatb,
cTosifia B 3anyCcTeHuW, [OCKW Masno-rnomasy pasHOCWUIN, KTO XOTesl UMK
nonb3oBaTbCs, U npobuTasds K Hen TPONMHKA 3apocsia CBexew, 3enéHol
TpaBoOW.

KHAa3b HWKKUTa HUYero He pgenan M HWM C KeM, pgaxe C JlaBpeHTneM, He
rosopun. En oH peako, koraa nonapértcs, cnan, Koraa CcayuyuTcsa, uHoraa
cpean AHs, rae-HuMbyab B yray, Ha Kpecne. Houn noytm Bcerga 6biamn y Hero
6eCccoHHble.

"¥x, Taxeno! - gyMan OH Bcerga OAHO M TO Xe, — TAXeno BOT TyT, — OH
bpanca 3a rpyab v caasnmeBan eé. - OAWH... 0AuH... Bcex B3sanM, BceX
yBe3nun... Ho a cHecy.. U ero yse3nu... Taxeno!.. OHM [AyMmalT, 4YTO 4
cymacweawunn, — HO MHe nierdye 6bi10 6bl, ecnu 6bl 9 C yMa cowén. 4 He
noHuman 6bl Toraa, a TyT 9 XuBY, S NoHMMato..."

NHoraa oH npoboBan 3akpbiBaTb rnasa W, 3aKpbiB UX, Bbi3biBaa npes coboto
Munble eMy obpasbl, — U TOrAa HeAaBHee NpoLoe NpeacTaBnsANoCb eMy Tak
SICHO, Tak noapobHo, kak 6yaTto oH BCE ewé xun B HEM. DTOo obneryano Ha
OAVMH MWUI, Ha OAWH MUI MPUHOCKMNO OTpajy; HO rnasa OTKPbIBaINCb — WU
OENCTBUTENbHOCTb CTaHOBMNACb ewé MydyuTesibHee, 4yBCTBOBajnacb eweé
xXusee.

KHa3b HMKMTa He nponyckan HY O4HOM LEPKOBHOM ClyX6bl.

OH yacTto Toxe Monuncsa npen 601bWION KMOTOW B CranbHe, Npea KOTOpou
CTONIbKO JleT KaXxAbl AeHb YTPOM U BeYepOM YmuTaa MOSIUTBbLI, CTOS BMECTe CO
CBOEN KHArnHen. MNMopok, Koraa OH C 3aKpbITbIMU F1a3aMu U CO CIOXEHHbIMU
pyKamu onyckasncs Tenepb 34eCb OAWMH Ha KONleHa, eMy BAPYr Ka3asoCb, YTO
psSAOM C HUM CHOBA Len4YyeT MUMbIA, TUXUA FON0C, MOBTOPSAS 3@ HUM. DTO 6bin
ronoc eé, ArpadeHbl MNeTpoBHbI, U KHA3b HUKNTA O0O6bIKHOBEHHO Chbilian ero
TaK SICHO, YTO BEepu, YTO 3TO OHA, AENCTBUTENbLHO OHA NpuUxoaunna K HeMy.

OH nucan AAWHHbIE MUCbMa U XeHe, U CbiHy, U Muxauny lNeTpoBuYyy, HO He
nosy4yan oTBeTa, C/IOBHO ero NMcbMa He AOXOAWUIN HUKYAA.

Tak npowno Mecsaua Tpu.

KHs3b HukuTa BCE MonYan no-npexHemy, nogonry rnsgen B ogHy CryvyamHo

nonaBWwyrOCA Ha MMa3a TO4YKY, BbIXOoAnN U3 AOMa C HEMOKPbITOK, HECMOTPA Ha



A0XAb M HenoroAy, rosioBok U No uenbiM gHAM 6e3 oTabixa u yctanu époavn,
He 3aMeyas, Kyaa oH MAET. OH YyacTo noaxoAmn Tak K 06pbiBYy peku, HO Tak
e 6ecco3HaTesibHO NMoBOpayMBan Hasahd, Kak n noaoweén, cIoBHO KTO-HUMbyab
yAepXuBan ero n 0TBoAMA OT ONACHOro MecTa.

KpecTbsiHe yXXe NpuBbIKIM BCTpeYaTb €ro TakK, U ¢ coxaneHnem, cobonesHys,
AOONr0 nNpoBOXanu rnasamm "CBOEro HEeCYaCTHOro KHA3UHbKY", KaK OHMU
roBOpUAN.

HakoHel AyleBHOE COCTOsIHME KHA38 HMKUTblI AOW0 A0 TakuX npeaesnos
HeBblpa3nMMon, 6eaMepHON MyKM, YUTO OH NO BpeMeHaM Tepssl Co3HaHue nojg eé
6e3bICX0AHBIM FHETOM.

Y Hero sBUINCb COBCEM OCOOEHHble, He CBOWCTBEHHblEe ApPYruM N0asM
ABMXeHus. Tak, No BpeMeHaM OH BbICTaBnsa npea coboto COrHyTble pykKu u,
nJaBHO WU MepHO npucegas, NOBOAMA UMKM Bnepéa m Hasag, 6yaro nnbii. Emy
BCé KaszasioCb, 4YTO BHYTpU ero 6yATO KOMbIXaeTCs 4YTO-TO, TOYHO XO4eT
NoAHSATb ero OT 3eMu.

Pa3 OH BepHy/Cs nocsne uenoro gHa xoabbbl B TAKOM COCTOSISHUM, YTO Aaxe
NPUBbBIKWNIA K ero Bmay JlaBpeHTuit nopasumncs. KHa3b HUKUTa, Kak nyHaTuk,
He BMAS HUYero nNo CTOpPOHaM, NpPOLWEéN MpsAMO B KOMHaTy, KOTopas npexae
Ha3blBanacb €ro KOMHaTou (Tenepb Takoe Ha3BaHME HE UMENO YyXe CMbIcia -
OH 6bln1 0AMH BO BCEM goMe), n Npnbnumsnncs K ctony.

"YTO-TO MHE TYT HYXHO 6b110? — BCMOMUHAN oH. — Ho uTo?.. f 3auemM-TO Wén
croaa..."

Ha rnasa eMy nonasncs HOXMUK; OH OoT6bpocun ero.

"Bubnual" — BCNOMHMA KHA3b U B35J1 CO CTOM1A 3anblIEHHYIO TONICTYIO KHUTY.
Mpexane OH 4YacTto, KOrga ero Myymno u4To-Humbyab, 6pan 3Ty KHUry,
pa3BépTbiBan €€ Hayrag u Bcerga Haxoamn cebe orseT. OH BCMNOMHMA 3TO
Tenepb U XOTes MOCMOTPETb, YTO CKaxeT eMmy bubnus.

OH 3axMypun rnasa, Kak Bceraa pgenan, B3san 06eMMM pyKamMu KHUrY,
nosepHyn eé seepx obpe3om u, nepebpas 60NbWMMKM NanbLaMU Kpasi TMCTOB,
6bICTPO pacKkpbls, CIOBHO cnioMan eé Ha ABe 4YacTu.

EMy OTKpbINCs TpuauaTb ceabMOM NCanoMm:

"Cep,qu,e MOE TpeneweT, OoCTaBU/Nla MEHHd Ccuna MOoHA, U CBeT o4yer Moux - un



TOro HeT y MeHs.
Opy3bs MOU N UCKPEHHWE OTCTYMWUAWN OT $3Bbl MOEWN, U BAMXKHME MOU CTONAT
BAANM.

Mwyuwmne xe aywum Moen CTaBAaAT CeTU, M XKenawlime MHe 37a roBopsiT o
nornéenn Moem n 3aMblLNIAKT BCAKUIA A€Hb KO3HM.

A 9, KaK rnyXxomn, He Cnblly, N KaK HEMOMN, KOTOPbIA HE OTKPbIBAEeT YCT CBOMUX.
N cTtan 9, Kak 4yenoBeK, KOTOPbIM He C/blWWUT U He MMeeT B YyCTaxX CBOMUX
oTBeTa.

N60 Ha Tebs, Nocnoaun, ynosato a; Tbl ycnblwnwb, Focnoan Boxe mon..."

- Tbl ycnbliwunwb, Focnoau boxe Mon! — noBTOpUA BCAYyX KHA3b Hukuta u
MOJSTIOXW/T KHUTY Ha MecCTO.

N emy cTtano nerve.

Tenepb AyweBHas MyKa Kak-TO MeHblle Melwana ero MbICNsM craratbCs
nocnenoBaTenbHO W CBSA3HO. Tenepb OH MOr 3aHATbCA MMWU M XOTb Ha
HEeKOTOpoe BpeMsi OTB/IeYbCS OT CBOMX MYYEHUMN.

"YTO-TO Ba)kHOe HYXHO MHe 6bino obaymaTtb, — paccyxgan oH. — [a! Becb
Bonpoc B TOM, 60NeH s UAM HeT, CyMacClWwenlwnin s UInM He CyMaclueglni.
BnpoueM, 310 BC& paBHO. HO Kak noctynun 6bl 340pOBbIN YENOBEK Ha MOEM
mecte?"

OH nepBbI COMHEBANCA B 34paBOCTM CBOEro yMma.

KoHeuHO, 5 6oneH, — pewnn oH, — pa3Be 340pPOBbIM Yyenosek cuaen 6bl Tak,
KOorga HWUKTO He MewaeT noexaTb XO0Tb Cenyac K HEeM WU XUTb BO3e eé
TUXBUHCKOro MoOHacTbIpa".

BonkoHckunit y3Han dJepe3 JlaBpeHTus, 4to ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa 6bina
cocnaHa B TUXBMHCKUN MOHAaCTbIpb.

"OAgHaKo 3Ta MbICNb BCE-TaKM NMpullia MHE B rofIoBYy, — Cenyac e noayman
OH, — 3HaAuuT, 9 ewé He COBCEM TOro... 3aBTpa XXe noagyMalo, Kak exaTb Tyaa...
Ho oTyero e 3aBTpa?.. A BOT OTYEro: MMEI 1M 1 NpaBo exaTb TyAda, ecnin Tak
HY>XXHO, 4TObbl Mbl HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs bbliv No-yenoBeyeckn po3Ho?.. A Mory
noexatb, HO 3TO0 O6yaeT cnabocCTbio... 3HAUUT, S Hapywy WCNbITaHWE, U
ocsoboxaeHne Moero Ayxa OT/IOKWUTCA.. DTO TakK, a Ternepb OHO 6nu3Ko...

61u13ko".



KHs3b nogowén k ob6pasy 1 3abbia, 0 YEM TONbKO 4YTO AyMmarn.

Yepe3s HeCKOoNbKO AHEeN OH onsATb BCMOMHMA 06 3TOM M cTtan cobupatbCcs B
TUXBWH, HO MbICNIN €ro ONsATb paccessInCb, CNOBHO pacTtasnn. OgHaKo OH BCEé-
Takn He pewunn OKOHYaTeslbHO He exaTb, a TOJIbKO KakK-TO He MOr BO BCeX
NOAPOBOHOCTAX MbICIEHHO OXBaTUTb CBOE MpeanonoXeHue; Bcerga, Aonas Ao
M3BECTHOro MeCTa, pacCyXAeHUs ero cBopayuBann B CTOPOHY TaK Xe
HEBOJIbHO, KaK OH cBopayuBan, 611M3Ko nogonas K obpbiBy peku.

Beuepa ¢ kaxablM AHEM CTAHOBMAUCb ANIMHHee. HakoHel Bbinan CHer, u
HacTynuna 3uMa, nNpuHECWAsa CO CBOMM CHEeroM, XO0N040M, paHHUMU
CyMepKaMn 1 3ayHbIBHbIM BOeM MeTenu ewé 6onblue TOCKMU U ToMeHus. Ho un
3UMOI0 KHA3b HMKUTA No-npexHeMmy BbIXOoAuN U3 AoMa, n ecnu 6 cneavslunmn
3@ HMM J1aBpeHTUN He ycrneBan HakuMablBaTb Ha Hero ero 6e1nybio KOPOTKYHO
wy6bky, oH Tak 1 wén 6bl Ha MOpPo3 6e3 BepxHero nNnaTbs.

A 4yepe3 HecKo/IbKO BpeMmeHu, B aHBape 1730 roga, CKOHYascs OT ocCrnbl B
Mockse Mononown mmnepatop lMéTp AnekceeBund. POCCUICKUMIA MNPECTOsl CHOBA
6b11 cBO6OAEH, M CHOBA MOAHSAICS BONPOC: KTO 3alMMET ero?

B nepeBHIO KHA39 HUKUTbI 3TM HOBOCTM XOTS M AOWAN O4YeHb CKOpPO, M
JlaBpeHTin coobimnn emMy MX, HO KHSA3b Kak-TO He npuaan BaXKHOCTU 3TOMY
cobbITMiO. EMy He npuwno B ronoBy, YTO yyacTb ero ArpadeHbl lNeTpoBHbI
3aBUCUT Tenepb OT NMua, KOTopoe B30MAET Ha 3TOT NPecTon, U YTO KHAMUHS
BonkoHckas, o06BuHEHHas no npouckam OcTepMaHa, CWIbHOMO B
LapcTeoBaHme mMonoaoro fetpa, MOXeET NOAYyYnUTb NOMUNIOBAHNE Ternepb, ecnum
npu n3MeHmsBLIMXcs obcrtoaTenbcTBax cam OctepmaH BNagér B HEMUIOCTb.
Exkknesunact rosopwun:

"Ewé Bnaen s noa COMHUEM: MeCTO cyaa, a TaM 6e33akoHne; MecTo npasabl,
a TaM Henpasja.

N ckaszan s B cepaue cBOéM: npasefHOro n Heyectnsoro 6yaet cyautb bor;
NOTOMY 4YTO BPEMS ANS Ka)A0W BeWM U cyq Haj BCSAKUM aenioMm Tam".

B koHue deBpansa CTosanun ewé Mopo3Hble AHW, HO OHWU 6blN SACHbLI, U CHer
ocnenutenbHo 6necten noa UrpaswWMMK Ha HEM slydaMm CONHUA.

KHa3b HuknTa B cBoen 6ennyben wybke npowéncsa ganeko noseMm no gopore

M BO3BpallasiCa 4Yepe3 AEPEBHIO AOMOWA.



Kakoe-TO HenpuBbIYHOE, CTpaHHOE OXWBJeHWe 6bl10 3aMeTHO B AepeBHe.
Crapocta c AybuHKOM Xoawn noA OKOHua K36, MOCTykMBan W Bbi3blBas
MYXWKOB. Te BbIXOAWNM, ONpPaBAsSINCb M HEXOTH, HO BCE-TaKM MNOCMELIHO
noasurannce K uepken. babbl npsatanuce.

Y uepkBn cobpanacb yxe 6onbwas Tonna. Ha naneptm CTOSAAM HECKOJIbKO
NpUe3Xnx BOEHHbIX, rybepHAaTOPCKUN YMHOBHUK N OAEPEBEHCKUI CBSALLEHHUK
BO BCEM 0b6/1@a4eHnn 1 C KpecToM B pyKax.

KHs3b HukuTa He cnewa nogoweén K Tonne, kotopas BCE npubbiBana. Ha
nanepTy, BUAMMO, 3aMeTUIN ero npubnmxeHwe, nNOTOMYy 4TO oduuep,
nokasbiBasi Ha BOJKOHCKOro, CApPOCW/ST 4YTO-TO Y UYMHOBHMKA WU KWUBHYN
roJ10BOKO.

- Aana Epmun, anu gpatb koro 6yayTt? - cnpocun Henoganéky oT HuKuTbl
®énoposnya nogbexxasLLnn napeHb, HO AsSA8 EpMun yxe He oTBETUN eMy.
[Be kakune-to 6abbl C KOpOMbICIAMWM HaA nJiedax noaownu 6bi1o Toxe K
TOoNne, HO, yBMAEB Ha NanepTM UYMHOBHMKA, axHynu u, nobpocaB BEéapa,
CTpeMrnaB, cAypy, KMHYNUCb Npoyb 6erom.

B oTo BpeMs cTapocTa, CTeNeHHbIN MYXKUK, obonasa, AonkHO 6biTb, AepeBHIo,
nogowén 6e3 wankn K rybepHaTtopcKOMY UYMHOBHUKY U C HU3KUM MOKSIOHOM
OON0XWU €MY YTO-TO.

YNMHOBHUK paxe He 06epHyscs Ha 3TOT HWU3KUW, MOYTM 3EMHOM MOKJIOH
CTapoCTbl U, MaxHyB PYKOK OCTajlbHbIM MYyXWKaMm, U 6e3 Toro crosiBwmnm 6e3
WwanoK, B MOJIHOM MoON4YaHuu, pasBepHyn 6onbwyto 6ymary C nedyaTblo.
BoeHHble NpUAOXUAN PYKK K WASNaM.

YNMHOBHUK npoyén ™MaHudect O BOCWECTBMWU Ha MpecTtosl rocyaapbiHK
uMmnepaTtpuubl AHHbl MoaHHOBHbI. OH 4uTan oO4YeHb AYpHO, W 4TeHue
NpoAO/IKANOCb OYEHb A0JSIFO, OH AAaBHO OXpPWUM, BUAMMO, HE B NEPBbLIN yXe pa3
ymnTas MaHudecT Ha xonoae.

Korga 4MHOBHWK KOHYMA, TOAMa HEKOTOpOoe BpeMsi OCTaBanacb CHayana
6esrnacHot. [loToM BApPYr OTKyAa-TO W3 3a4HUX pSAoOB  NoChbiwancs
npobacmseLIMn ronoc:

- He cornacHsi!

CrosiBWMI Yy caMOl nanepTu CTapoCcTa B3APOrHyn n, nobnegHes, 6eCcnokomHO



obepHyncs, OoTbICKMBaAs rnasaMm Toro, 4em 6bin 3TOT ronoc. Ho 3TOT ronoc
cenyac ke cTas roslocoM BCewn TONMbI.

- He cornacHbl, He corfacHbl, — CcAepXaHHO, HO MNOTOM BCEé cMesiee
NOC/bIWANOCh KPYroM.

YNHOBHUK pacTepsSAHHO OrAsHYNCA M NOCMOTpen Ha oduuepa, Kak 6bl muwa
ero nomown. Oduruep Monva CMOTpen Ha Toany, CypoBO MOBOAS rnasamMm um
HamopLwune 6poBu.

A BOJIHEHME TOJIMbl pa3pacTanoch.

- Mwb Hawnu - nMnepatpuua! Kak xe... korga caMm uapb NETp XUB... XKUB...
npa-al!.. K HaMm egeT... He cornacHbl... Kak Xe... @ 3HTO onATb... XXue... 1 no
CTapoMy 3aKOHY...

Tonna ryanena 6eccBsizHble, 6eccMbiCneHHble peyn. OuyeBMAHO, XOoAMBLUME
TOJIKW MNOBAMANM HA MYXWKOB, OHW 4TO-TO CAblWananM U XOTenu Kak-To
nokasaTb CBOK pPa3yMHOCTb, MpOTecToBasiM MNpPOTUB 4ero-to. HO KHA3b
Hukuta, cneavBluMin Tenepb 3a BCEM NMPOMUCXOAMBLUMM, MOHUMAN TONbKO OAHO
- MU 3T0 6bIN0 ANA Hero rnaBHoe B 3TY MWHYTY, — 4YTO 3TW N04Mm,
3anpoTecTtoBaBwme noa BAuMsHWMEeM cbuBwen wUX C  TOAKY MOMBbl U
HEeOXMAaHHOro ob6bABNEHUS O BOULApPEHUM HOBOW mMmnepatpuubl (OH He ycnen
euwé BCNOMHUTb, YTO 3TO 6bbina Ta camasd AHHa MoaHHOBHa, KOTOPYK OH 3Han
6eaHoto, 3abbiToro repuornHen B KypnaHamn), — 6opmoTann cBOU HecypasHble
cnoBsa, cob6CTBEHHO, He Xefas HWUKOMY 3Na; BMeCcTe C TeM KHA3b Hukuta
BMAEN, YTO CTOSBWIMWA Ha naneptn oduuep ToXe 3/71a HUKOMY He XOTesl, HO
ANUO ero CTaHOBMNOCbL BCE rpo3Hee M rpo3Hee, M NponaéT eweé MUHyTa — U
ocdunuep Benut 6uTb 3TUX Noaen, n nm byaet 60nbHO, U 3TO ByaeT yXacHo, u,
rNaBHOE — HE HYXHO.

KHa3b caenan war Bnepéa. Tonna BAPYr paccTynunacb npen  HuM,
nponyckas ero.

[a, npea 3TUM CMOKOMHbIM, HEMOABWUXHbLIM, TUXUM JINLOM U HeNnb3sa 6blN0 He
paccTynutbcsa Tonne. KHa3b HMKMUTaA CUAbHO M3MEHWUNICS B NocneaHmne nonatopa
roga. bnegHbin, BbICOKMIA /106 €ro MOKpbIICS MOpLMHAMK, LWEKK, MOKPbITbIE
CKBO3HOW 61€eAHOCTbIO, BBANUAUCL, B FNa3ax CBETUICA NMXOPaA0UYHbIN OrOHb,

I'Y6bl nobnegHenu, n Becb OH NCXyaan, KakK TOJIbKO MOXET NCXYAaTb YENOBEK.



BblCOKMI, CTpOrun, CMoOTpAWMM nNpsaMmo npen coboko, OH npowén cpeau
TONMbI, KOTOpas BAPYr BCH, 3aMETMB €ro, nNpuTuxaa, MNOAHSANCA Ha ABe
CTYNeHn nanepTu 1 BbICOKO MOAHSAN NPaBYH PYKY.

CBALWEHHMNK, BOCMO/Ib30BaBLINCb MWHYTOM TULUMHBLI, Hayana 4uTaTb CMOBa
NpuUcarn, U KHA3b Huknta cnabbiM, HO BHATHbLIM FOJIOCOM CTan NpuUcAraTb Kak
noMewmk 3a cebsd M 3a CBOMX KpeCTbsSH HOBOM uMnepaTpuue AHHe
MNoaHHOBHE, a 3aTeM, KOHYMB MNPUCArYy, CNyCTUACS CO CTyneHen naneptun, wm
CHOBA, He obpallas HM Ha KOro BHMMaHUS, yWén no gopore B nosne.

YMHOBHMKA M BOEHHbIX yrowan B 6apckoM gome JIaBpeHTHiA.

VII TOCTb
Huknta ®épopoBuy, Kak O6bIKHOBEHHO, cuaen BeyepoM AoMa B 601bLIOM
Kpecsie U He TO rpeswn HasiBy BOCMOMWHaHMSAMW MPOLIIOro, He TO ApeMan,
NOTOMY YTO CnaTb He MOr.
Ha p4aBope KpyTuna MeTenb, C MOABETPEHHOM CTOPOHbLI 3aHOCMBLUASA
MasieHbKWN OOMWK CHEeroM Bblle OKOH. MeTenb »xanobHo nena cBou
6eckoHeYHble NecH n 6enbiMmM BEPTALWMMNCSA NpU3pakamMmm HOCUIACb KPYroM,
CNOBHO MWa, C KOTOPOM CTOPOHbLI BOpBATbCA B XWUNb&, U cepamnacb, YTo 3TO
XWNbE HEe MycKasno eé.
BockoBass cBeya TYCKIO ropesa Ha CTOMKE Yy Kpecna, rae nexana
pa3BépHyTasa bubnus.
Bapyr B aTux ogHoobpa3HblX, HAAO0EBLWMX U NPUYUNBLUNX K cebe yXo 3ByKax
MeTenn NOCAbIWANCA KaKOW-TO HOBbIA, 3a40PHbIA, NMPUBXOASALWMA 3BYK. DTO
6bIM KONOKONBbYNK U By6EeHUMKN.
KHs3b HMkMTa npucnywancsa: KosoKoAbYMK 3By4Yaa noj caMbiMM OKHaMMU.
JlaBpeHTMn XNOMNHYN ABEPbK CBOEM KOMHATKM WU TSXENbIMU, ObICTPbIMU
waramm nobexxan B CeHU.
CKOpO B CEHSIX MOCNbIWANNUCL CTYK, KalwnsHbe U BO3HSA. KTo-To npuexan.
Ho Hukute ®énopoBuuy 66110 6e3pasnnyHo. MycTb npmesxatoT! 3To ero, Kak
HUYTO ApYyroe, He MOrN0 MHTepecoBaThb.
- BaTowka, KHA3WHbKA, — MocAbIWanca rosoc JlaBpeHTusa, — nocMoTpuTe,

npuexan-To KTo?



B KoMHaTy Bxoaunn YepemsuH.

BONKOHCKMI Kak-TO Hanucan emy, u, Nosy4Yns 3TO NUCbMO M y3HaB 060 BCEM
cny4ymslueMcs, YepeM3uH npu NepBomn Xe BO3MOXHOCTU cobpanca v npuexan
HaBeCTUTb KHA39 HUKUTY.

06 MCTUHHOM MONOXEeHUN "KHA3UMHbKW" JIaBpeHTUN ycnen yxe B nepeaHemn
OO0N0XNTb YepeM3nHy, KOTOpbI, BNPOYEM, U MO NUCbMY YXXe AoraablBascs.
Huknta ®E€nopoBuny 6bICTPO BCTan HaBCTpevy FOCTO M UCNoANnobbs B3rNsHYN
Ha Hero, TOYHO KOH(Y38Cb W CTblasACb npuatensd. OH OCTaHOBUACA C
ONyLWeHHbIMN pyKamMu, BbINPAMUBLUUCL BO BECb POCT...

- baTtiowka-bapuH, caguTecb, - 3aroBopun JlaBpeHTUN, NoAcTaBnsAs
noceTuTento CTyn, — cenyac A BaM MpPUHECY C AOpPOru-to 3aKycuTb, Aa
ropsiy4eHbKOro 4yero-HmMbyab... 9 cenyac, cemyac! — 1M B3BOSIHOBAHHbLIA CTapuk
cnyra, nogbupasa cnésbl, nob6exan 3a ropsi4eHbKUM...

YepeM3uH cen NpoTuUB KHA35 HWKUTbLI, KOTOpbI BMECTO panoCTuM, BMEeCTO
BCSAKOro ApYyroro 4yBCTBa, MpPOAO/Xas OLWyLlWaTb BCH CBOK HENOBKOCTb,
OXBATMBLUYIO ero nNpu rnosiBIeHNUN HEXAAHHOIO rocTS.

OTn ABa 4enoBeKa, CcuaeslIMe C rnasy Ha rna3 v Hadyaswue Koraa-To NoyTu
BMECTe XW3Hb, b6bI/IN Tenepb COBEPLIEHHO He MOXOXW ApYr Ha Apyra. Hukuta
®épopoBny 6bIn Xya, 6neneH, M3HEMOXEH W eABa AepXascsa B KOXe W
KOCTOYKaxX, Kak ropapumsan JlaBpeHTui, YepeM3nH xe 6bin pymsaH, 6oap,
340p0OB, BUAMMO, MPMBbIK BCTPeYaTb TONbKO YNbibKY XWU3HN N nsbanosaH eto,
Ka3asicsa He TOJIbKO CBexXee, HO U MOJI0Xe CBOero ToBapuia AeTCTBa.
YepeM3anH ayMman, 4To OH cAenan BCE OT Hero 3aBucsillee — npuexan 3a
TpUAEBATb 3eMefNb, CrneumanbHO ANna Toro, 4Ttobbl HaBeCTUTb BONKOHCKOroO,
NOMOYb €My W YTEWWUTb ero, HO Ternepb BWAES, YTO TYT HWU MNOMOYb, HU
yTewunTb Henb3s. UM 4yBCTBO KOHQY3IMBOCTU M HENOBKOCTM CTano Mano-
nomasny oBnageBatb N UM.

- BoT 6epa - cnatb He Mory coBceMm! — MPOM3HEC BAPYr MNOYEMY-TO KHSA3b
HuknTta, kak 6yaTo BCE ero rope mn 3ako4anocb TOIbKO B 3TOM.

Y YepemsunHa cepaue oxanocb wemsauwe 6onbko. EMy 6blJ10 HEBBIHOCMMO
XKANKO CMOTpeTb Ha BonkKOHCKOro. OH TOSIbKO Tenepb MOHAM BCE ero yXacHoe

MOTIOXKEHNE, KOTOPOE U3AasIEKA Ka3asZloCb EMY HE TaKM 6eCrnoMOLLHbIM.



JlaBpeHTU NpUHEC 3aKyCuUTb.

- Hy, kak Bbl, 6apunH? - cnpocmn OoH YepeM3nHa. — Kak M3BOAUTE XWUTb?
[laBHO Beab He BMAeNu — C camMoro rnocnegHero npuesaa.

Yepem3nH 6bin 6narogapeH JlaBpeHTMO, 4TO TOT 3aroBopun M Jan, Tak
CKa3aTb, BO3MOXHOCTb BbINTU W3 HENOBKOro MofAYaHus. [encrBuTesibHO,
TpyAHO 6biN10 HayaTb 0 YéM-HMOYAb 6eceny. TOBOPUTb O CaMOM KHsA3e Hukute
M ero rope - 3Haumno ewé 6osnbwe pacTpaBnATb ero. O camMoMm cebe
YepeM3nH 6051Ca roBOpuUTb, NOTOMY 4YTO 6bla C/IMWIKOM CYACT/IMB, C/INLIKOM
n3banoBaH CBOEI XWU3HbIO.

- XeHuntbca nssonunu? JeToukn ectb? — Cpocun Mexay Tem JlaBpeHTUn.

- [a, a xeHaT n et ecTb, — O0TBeTU/N YepeM3nH TUXO0, TOYHO U3BUHAACH 3a
CBOE cyacTbe.

— Tbl XXeHaT? — cnpocun BONKOHCKUNA.

- [a, Ha Tpybeukon, NnOMHUWbL? N Tebe 0683aH 3TUM.

- Kak MHe? - yamBuicsa KHa3b Hukuta. — OTyero mHe?

- [a kak xe! NoMHuWwb, Koraa g npuesxan... — OH XxoTen ckasaTb "K BaM", HO
yAaepXxancs, — npuesxan cioga, oT4yasBlWnCb, YTo Mos MpuHa lMeTpoBHa byaer
Korga-Hmbyab Moero... Toraa ctapbl NpuBepefHUK-KHA3b — OH XMB A0 CUX
nop M yXe BO MHOMOM MNepeMeHWNCcsl, — He Xenas oTAaBaTb A0Yb 3@ MeHs,
npuapancsa K TOMy, UTO 1 He Ha AeCATb JiIeT cTapwe eé, a TO/IbKO Ha AeBATb.

- Hy? - cnpocun BOMKOHCKWMIA, M B ero rnasax nossBMNOCb Kak 6yAaTto
BHUMaHMe.

DTOT CBEXWI, 340pOBbIN ronoc YepemanHa n cam YepemsunH, roBopmBLUMM O
Bellax, COBEpLUEeHHO MPOTMBOMOJIOXHbIX TOMY, O YEM KHA3b HukuTa ayman
M30 OHS B AeHb, nepebunn ero Aymbl, BOpBaaUCb K HEMY U rOTOBbl 6blnun
OXBaTUTb U XOTH Ha MUI paccesTb ero.

Huknta ®EQOpPOBUY HEBOJILHO MOAYMHWIICSA paccKasly rocta u crtan crneauTb
3@ HUM.

XoTa eMy roBOpwW/sIM, 4YTO BCE 3TO OH Ao/mkeH 6bl1 MOMHUTb, OAHAaKO, OH
HWYEro He MOMHUA U Chywan Kak HOBOE, HO TeM He MeHee MNo4YeMy-TO
3aHUMaTeNbHoe.

- Hy, »n Tbl Xe MHe noMmor Torga, — npogosmkan YepemsnH C 6onbwmnm



OXWBJIEHMEM, BUAS, YTO €ro csioBa NpousBoasaT 6naronpusaTHoe AencTBue. —
Tbl MeHS yroBopwn exaTb Ha3aa B AepeBHO K cebe u gan MHe € coboto
3aneyaTtaHHyto 6ymary. B Hen A Hawén pacyéT, No KOTOPOMY BbIXOAU0, YTO 4
ctapwe UpuHbl MNMeTpoBHbI Ha CTO/IbKO MMEHHO JieT, Ha CKONbkKo Tpebosan eé
oTel. TpybeuKkon TONbLKO pa3Bén pykaMu n cornacuics.

- Kak e 3To Tak? — onsTb CNpocun BONKOHCKUA, NpuAaBUrasco.

OH 4yBCTBOBasN, 4YTO paj, YTO €My roBOpPsST O NMOCTOPOHHEM, U YTO OH MOXET
HanpaBuUTb CBOW MbIC/IM Ha 3TO NMOCTOPOHHEE.

— O4yeHb NpocCTOo, — NOSACHUA YepeM3unH. aenasa Bui, UYTo TyT He 6bl10 HUYero
CTP@HHOro B TOM, YTO KHSA3b HUKKMTa 3a6bin 06 3TOM. — Buanwbe nn, 9 poamncs
B 1689 rogy. B 1727 roay, korga 4 xeHuncd, WpuHe [lleTpoBHe 6bl110
ABaguaTtb AeaTb net. Crapuk Tpybeukon Bblden Torga 1689 w3z 1727 wu
pewun, 4to MHe 38 neT, NOHMMaewb? HO Aeno B TOM, 4YTO S poaAuNCa B
okTsa6pe. Tbl M BCAOMHW/, 4TO Y Hac Ao 1700 roga HOBbIK roa BCTpeyanu B
CeHTsabpe, 1 TONbKO C 3TOro roga — ¢ sAHBaps. TakuMm o6pas3oM BbIWNO, YTO B
1699 roay 6b1n0 aBa oKTA6psA. B nepBbl OKTAOpb MHE MUHYO AEeCATb NeT, —
BO BTOpOM - OAMHHaAuUaTb, a B okTaAbpe 1700 roga 6bi510 yxe ABeHaguaTb.
3HauuT, B 1727 rogy MHe 6b10 TpnauaTb AEBATb JIET... U 9 OKasancsa crapuwe
CBOeW HeBeCTbl POBHO Ha AecsaTb sieT. OHa Xe poaunacb B UONe, U NO3TOMY
OTHOCUTEJIbHO €& He MOr/10 NPOU30MTU OLLINBKN.

- Tak! - nponsHéc BonkoHCckMn. — N Heyxenwu 3To 9 npuayman, Torga?

- [a, Thbl.

Pasrosapusas Takum obpasoMm, YepeM3nH HU pa3y He HaMeKas, He KOCHY/CS
TOro, 4to Morno 6bl 3aTpOHYTb M pa3bepeanTb AYLIEBHYIO paHy HUWUKWUTbI
®énopoBnya.

OH npobbln y KHA38 onsATb Heaenwn aABe U BCE BpeMs 6bll pa3roBopYMBbIM U
3aHuUMaTesibHbIM. OH 3Han, YTo NOMOYb BO/IKOHCKOMY HMUYEM HeNb3§, @ MOXHO
6bI10 TONbKO 06nerYnTb ero HpaBCTBEHHble CTpajaHus, M 3To obneryeHue
COCTOS1/10 N1LLb B TOM, YTOObI MO BO3MOXHOCTU paccesiTb ero.

OH 3Ban KHA39 HUKKTy K cebe.

- Kyaa MHe! - rpyctHo oTtBeTun Hukuta ®Enoposuny, n YepemsnH nepesén

pasroBop Ha Apyryto Temy.



Yepe3 aBe Heaenu oH yexan Kk cebe B gepeBHIO, K cBoen VMpuHe leTpoBHe,
nobswen n nobuMon, ¢ KOTOPOK B NEPBbIN pa3 nocne csaabbbl paccTancs,
yTobbl HaBecTUTb Apyra. OH HEBONbHO CTPEMUIICAS K HEW, K CBOen
CYACT/IMBOW, TUXOM XU3HWN.

Tenepb OH 4YyBCTBOBan eweé rnybxe, eweé ocsasatenbHEN TO cHacTbe, KOTOpoe
BblNasio Ha ero A0J/110.

Mpnesg YepeManHa ocsexun Huknty ®époposuya.

OH ¢ JlaBpeHTMeM npoBoAMA rocTs, Kak 6/IM3KOro, Kak poaHoOro 4yesoBeka.

- W nocMoTpto 8 Ha Bac, KHA3MHbKA, - ckasan JlaBpeHTMW Hwukute
®épopoBunyy, — 3a 4to cyabba cnena Tak! OTyero ApyrMm cuyacTtbe 34ecCb
MnocblNlaeTcsd, a BaM He pgaHo oHo? YeMm, npasaa, nporHesanun Bbl [ocnopa?
KaxeTcsi, opyroro Takoro 1 M He BuAblBas, a BOT A06poTa Balla He umMeeT
Harpagbl!l.. YX 8 W Tak pgyman: npasda, eCTb HecyacTaueble, M eweé
HecyacCcTHee Ballero, ga HaM-TO OT 3TOro pasBe Jierye... fierye passe? - C
COKpYLUEHMEM MOBTOPUI OH.

Huknta ®énopoBuny cuaen, onycTuB rosioBy Ha pPykKu, WM 3aQyMuMBO cChnyLuasn
CTapuka cnyry.

- Tbl Xaneewb MeHs, — BAPYr CKasajs OH, — HAaxoAMlWb HeC4YacCTHbIM, NOTOMY
YyTo y Hac 6bin fobpbli 4yenoBek, KOTOPOMY 34eCb, Ha 3eMse, XOpOoLo
XUBETCA. BOT Tbl M MeHdA noxasnen. A 4ero Xanetb MeHA? A He Xxanero.
Heponro octanocb. A 34elHAS XU3Hb BCE paBHO — UCMbITaHWE; N eMy, — OH
rosopuna npo YepemsnHa, — B €ro c4acTbe UCMbITaHWE, U MHE B MOEM rope -
TOXe ucnbiTaHne. U ero mcnelTaHMe ropasao TpyaHee Moero. Het, xanetb
MEHSI HE HYXHO... H& HYXHO, JTaBpeHTunin! — 3aknuynna KHAa3b HUKMTa U cHoBa
3agymancs.

JlaBpeHTuI B3rnsHys Ha Hero Mon4a, B34OXHyA 1 ywén K cebe.

Bckope nocne otbe3pga YepeMm3nHa Hukuta ©OEpopoBuy, obneryéHHbln
HEHaAo/ro B CBOEM CTpagaHuuM, CHoBa 6bl1 OXBa4yeH MM, U CHOBA €ro MbICnu

COCpPeAoTOUUINCL Ha MPEXHEM, U Heayr 3aBnaaen uM.

VIII CHOBA B MNETEPBYPIE

Ta camad AHHa WoaHHOBHa, He3HauyuTenbHad repuormnHs MasieHbKOWM



KypnsaHamu, kKoTopas coaepxasnacb B MuTaBe M3 MNOMUTUYECKUX BUAOB, Y
KOTOPOW HUKTO He CMpaBfisfiCs, He cnpalumsasl, HPaBUTCS N el CaMOW TocKa
M CKyKa, KOTOpPYK OHa MCNbITbiBasa, NpoBoAs ydlune roabl B3aneptu, — Ta
camas repuormHsa AHHa, KoTtopas pobena npes MeHWWKOBLIM M Npuesxana B
MeTtepbypr xnonotaTb 3a cBoero Mopuua M KOTOPOM 3anpeTunu AyMmaTb O
Mopuue 1 Benenn CHoBa exaTb B HEHaBUCTHOe el "CcBOE" repuorcTteo, — Ta
camasi, KoTopas TakK HeJaBHO elé beaHsanach, Xanosasacb Ha CBOK cyabby,
He BMAena Bbixoaa Bnepean n co "BAOBbUM CMPOTCTBOM" nepeHOoCUBLLAs CBOEé
nonoXxeHwe — Tenepb BAPYr CTasia MOryLweCcTBEHHOM rocyaapbliHeln Poccuu.
Ob6cTosaATeNnbCTBa CMAOXWAUCL Tak, 4To, 4yeM 3abutee, yeM yHuMxKeHHee 6bina
yhanéHHaa oT ABopa M BCeX ero UHTpur govyb MoaHHa AnekceeBu4ya, pogHOro
6pata uMnepaTtopa leTpa, TeM oOKa3anacb BepHee M HaaéxHee gopora eé K
Poccunckomy npecrony.

Mo cmeptn Metpa II uneHbl BepxoBHOro TaWMHOro coBeTa paccyauau
OFpaHUYNTb MMMEepaTopCKy BMaCcTb WM NOAYYUTb JNIbBUHYKO 4YacTb B
ynpaBieHnn rocysapCcTsoM.

- baTiowkn Mou, npmbaBbTe HaM KakK MOXHO 6onbwe Bonu! — CnbiWanocb
TOorAa Ha coBelaHusax.

N BOT 6blna nsbpaHHa CMUpEHHas, Kak AyManu, NpuMBbIKLWAA K MOAYUHEHUIO
repuornmHa KypnsHackas, TO eCTb JILO, KOTOpoe BMOJSIHE COOTBETCTBOBAO
nnaHam "BepXOBHWKOB", KaK Ha3blBanu TOraa rocnoj, 3axBaTUBLLUMX B CBOU
PYKW BNacTb.

En nocnanbl 6bin B MuTaBy npurnaweHus u orpaHuUYMTeNnbHble MYHKTHI,
KOTOpble OHa A0J1KHaA 6blna nognucaThb.

AHHa MNoaHHOBHA, NoanucaB NYHKTbl, sBUNacb B MOCKBY rocyaapbiHen. Ho
KaK TOJIbKO BepxOBHas BfacTb nepecrana 6biTb OTBNEYEHHO, BONNOTUAACh B
XMBOE NUUO0, TaK BCAKME MyApble U XUTpble OrpaHnyeHus nanu camum coboto.
AHHa WNoaHHOBHa siBMNacb rocyaapbiHen, n Poccusa, Bonpeku "BepxoBHUKaM",
Ha3Basla eé camMoep>kaBHO, NMOTOMY 4YTO He XOoTesla U He Morna nonbutb
ApYryto BnacThb.

OrpaHununTenbHble MYyHKTbl 6blAM pa3opBaHbl, "BEPXOBHUKWU" MOAUYMHUIUCH

6e3 BOBpa)l(eHMVI, M AHHa WoaHHOBHa KOpOHOBajlaCb €AWHOBMAACTHOK W



camofep>xaBHot. [losly4yeHHble e B MOSI0AO0CTM NpeacKasaHWsi O KOpPOHe
CcObINNCD.

MNepBble ABa roga CBOero UapcTBoBaHMs AHHaA npoBena B 6eCnoKoNCTBe B
MockBe, He 3Has, HACKOJIbKO CW/IbHAQ OHa W HACKOJNIbKO Ccepbé3Ha Ta
OMNaCHOCTb, KOTOpasi MOXeT BO3HMKHYTb OT TrOTOBbIX C KaXAblM [OHEM
NOSIBUTLCS NPUABOPHbIX UHTPUT.

OT0 6ecnokoriHoe, nepexogHoe COCTOSHME HaKOHEL, BbISICHUIOCb K KOHLY
BTOporo roga. naBHasa Hagexaa 6buia Ha reapauvio, B NpeaaHHOCTU KOTOpPOK
Henb3g 6bIN0 y)Xe coMHeBaTbCsA, U AHHa MoaHHOBHa pelwwwnnacbk nepeexaTb B
MNeTepbypr Ha NOCTOSAHHOE XWUTENbCTBO, CO CMNOKOMHbLIM CepAaueM OKaH4yuBas
CBOE BpeMeHHoe, TpeBOoXHoe npebbiBaHne B MockBe.

TopXXeCTBEHHbIM Bbe3a wuMmnepaTpuubl B [leTepbypr COCTOSNCS B Hadane
AHBapsa 1732 roaa.

AHHa MNoaHHOBHA nocenunacb B CTapOM 3MMHEM ABopue U yXxe Ha cBoboae
yCTpOWaa CBOK XU3Hb TaK, KaK el XOTenocChb.

[Jena rocypapcTBeHHble Bejan YyuYpexAéHHbIM el BMeCTO MpeXxHero
BepxoBHOro coseta Kab"HeT MMHUCTPOB.

CoBeplleHHO HenoAroToB/feHHas K TOMYy MecTy, KoTopoe cyabba
npegHasHaunna en, AHHa MoaHHOBHa 3aHMManacb C ropasao 6onblero
OXOTOM CBOMMWU NUYHbIMKM genamMu. U B 3TUX NM4YHbIX genax 6bll OAuVH
MasieHbKU Yyronok, O6blN10 OAHO BOCNOMWHAHWE, KOTOPOE He pas3 Yyxe
npuxoamsno €em B TrOA0BY C Tex TnMop, KakK OHa cTana BCeMoryliew
noBennTenbHULEN.

MHorme 3 Tex, NpPoTMB KOro OHa npexae uMmesna 4Yto-HMbyab Nony4ynnn yxe,
no eé MHeHuto, "pomkHoe", HOo ArpadeHa becTyxeBa, MO MyXy KHAMMHSA
BonkoHcKas, xuna, cocnaHHass B MOHacTbipb: €é "aeno" 6bino AaBHbIM-AaBHO
3aKOHYEHO M paCCMOTPEHO, U AN ero BO306HOBMEeHUA He 6bl1o0 noBoaa.
ArpadeHa lMeTpoBHa CO CBOMM MOHACTbIPCKMM XWUTbEM Kak-TO yxoaumna ws-
noA BJaCTU HOBOM rocyAapblHW, CTAaHOBUACh ANsl HEeé Kak 6bl HeaocAraemolo,
C/IOBOM, K Hel Henb3s 6b1s10 N0AOUNTU HU C KaKOM CTOPOHDI.

"A roe eé Myx?" — BCNOMHMAA ogHa)xabl AHHa.

En nonoxunun, 4to oH — cnaboyMHbIN, NpoXMBaeT y cebs B AepeBHe.



AHHa WMoaHHOBHa npukKasana npeactaBuTb Ko aABopy "cnaboyMHoro" KHA34
BonkoHCKOro n cama Hanucana o ToM B MockBy, K CanTbliKOBY.

C 3TMM NMCbMOM NOCKakKan Hapo4HbiM B MockBy, n CanTblKOB Mochnewmnn
WCMOSIHUTb NpUKasaHue rocyapbiHu.

B deBpane B NpnaBOpHOM OpaHXepee co3penn aHaHacbl. AHHa MoaHHOBHa
CO BCEM CBOMM LWITATOM e3ausia CMOTpPeTb 3TY AMKOBUHKY, TOJILKO YTO
NOSIBUBLUYKOCA M3 >KapKuUX CTpaH, camMa CobCTBEHHOpPYYHO cpe3ana JABa
aHaHaca 1, oCTaBWMCb OYeHb A0BOJIbHa 3TWUM, BEpPHYJlacb BO ABOpeL Becénas
n B oyxe.

TaM el BApyr CTano Xanb CBOEro xopowero pacnonoxeHus. OHa B NONAEHb
noobepana, oo yxuHa ewé 6bII0 faneko, a AenaTtb, KasanocCb, pewmnTesibHO
6b110 Hevero, 1 AHHa NoaHHOBHa 6051acb, YTO € CTaHEeT CKYYHO.

CnpocuTb cnacten n eCcTb OHa He Morna, NOTOMY YTO MoKyLlana B opaHXxepee
aHaHaca; 3acTaBuTb (GpenninH neTb, — HO TOrga HWUYero He OCTaHeTCcs K
Beyepy. Mo BeuyepaM O6bIKHOBEHHO OHa 3acTaBnsna dpennvH TewuTb cebs
neHneM.

OHa yxXe HauymMHana XMypuTbCH, KakK BAPYr pacTopornHas, rosopaueas
ABnoTbsa MBaHOBHa YepHbilwéBa, CTOfABLIAA Yy €€ Kpecna u cnegumslias 3a
BblpaXeHMeM BO BCeX NoApPOOHOCTSAX M3YYEHHOro finua rocyaapblHW, CKasana
KaK pa3 BOBpeMs:

- MaTywka uMmnepaTpuua, cerogHs u3 MockBbl npusBe3nn cnaboymHoro -
KHA35 HUKUTY npuBesnu.

JInuo AHHbI MOaHHOBHbLI 0XXUBUJIOCH.

- YTO X paHblle MHEe HUKTO He CKasan? — BOCKJIMKHYa OHa. — [lpuBeauTe
ero, npuseaure!

Heckonbko dppennnH 6pocmnmcb UCNOMHATL 3TO NMpUKa3aHume.

KHa3a HukuTy BBenu, n AHHa WMoaHHOBHA ocCTaHoBMNa Ha HEM [O0Nrun-
OONrNN, KasaBLIMNCA HAaCMEeLWNBbIM B3rNsa.

OH cTosan, rnagsa npsamo npeg coboro U, Kasanocb, HE TONbKO He obpawan HK
Ha 4YTO BHWMMaHUA, HO Aaxe He MNoHuMas, rae oH M 4YTo C HMM. [hasa ero
OCTaHOBW/INCb rAe-To CBepXy, MoBbiwe AHHbI, MU0 6bII0 Cepb&3HO, TONLKO

POT CNOXNNCAd B HEECTECTBEHHYIO, XXaJIKYHO YJ'IbI6Ky.



C Tex nNop Kak ero oAHOro, 3anpeTuB exaTb C HUM JlaBpeHTUo, B3N U3
AEepeBHU, N OH O4YYyTUACHA B TEMHOM, Y3KOM MPOCTPAHCTBE BO3Ka, OTKyAa ero
He OTNyCKanu BCH AOPOry, OH NOTepsis1 BCSKOE CO3HaHWE OKpyXKatoLero.
XXN3Hb, K KOTOPOW OH MPUBbLIK B NOCNeAHMe 4YeTblipe roga, To eCTb C Tex nop
KaK B3s/IM Y Hero XeHy M cblHa, 6bina nepebuta. OH egUHCTBEHHO XoTen
ABUratbCsa U BCE Xxoaun, BCE Xoawna, WM OT 3TOW XoAbbbl, OT yTOMAEHUS
TeNnecHoro, eMy CTaHOBMIOCb Jlydle, U AyweBHas 60nb cTMxana, U MbICan
6blNn sAICHee; HO KOoraa ero BAPYr 3anepnu B TEMHbIA BO30K, NULWINAM CBETa U
ABWXEHUSA, MbICIM €ro OCTaHOBWJ/INCb, MOTOM paccbiNasancb, pactassin, U OH
BOBCE MOTepsN CO3HaHMe.

KHa3b 6bln NpuBe3éH C yTpa, €My Janu NpouTUCb Mo cagy W, KaxeTcs,
o6mnn ronoBy XonoAHOW BOAOW; HO OH BCE-TAKM HMKOMO He y3HaBasn, Koraa
BBE/IN €ero K uMnepartpuue.

- Hy, 34paBCcTBY#, KHA3b! — NacKOBO NpOU3HEcsa OHa. — ANb He y3Hasn MeHs?
Huknta ®EnopoBnY He TONIbKO He y3Hasn €€, HO faXe He c/iblwan eé ronoca.
OH no-npexHeMy CTos, Xanko ynblbasace, U cMmoTpen npen coboto.

AHHa MoaHHOBHa nogoxaana.

- [a otBeTb 4uTo-HMbyab! — ckasana OHa HakoHeu. — Tbl FNYXOHEMOW cTan,
yTOo SIN?

N BApYyr Ha CMOKOWMHOM, BOCKOBOM J/MUE KHA38 HWUKUTbI MNOSABMIOCH
BblpaXX€HMe HEU3bSCHUMOW KPOTOCTU, OH TOYHO MpPOCUSAN BeCb WU eweé
ynblbHYNCS.

- ArpadeHywkal! — NpoTSXHbIM, AONTUM, TUXUM LWWENOTOM CKa3ann ero ryboi.
DTO MU0, 3TOT WEMNOT, 3Ta KPOTOCTb U ynblbKa 6bln TporaTesbHbl, Xanku u
6eCcrnoMoOLLHbl; HO HUKOMY M3 MPUCYTCTBYHOLWMX HE MOKa3asMCb OHU TakuUMw,
WNu, BepHee, HUKTO M3 MPUCYTCTBYIOLWMX HE CYEN YMECTHbIM NoKa3aTb, Kakoe
BreyaTneHne nNpouM3Boamna 3TOT YesioBeK, NpmBe3éHHbIN Bor 3HaeT oTkyaa, no
Kanpu3ly CBOEBOJIbHOW NOBENUTENbHULbI.

OnHako monoable GpenninHbl ONYCTUAW rfasa, UM XOTeNoCb MnjaakaTb, U OHWU
MbICIEHHO YXe 4yuTanuM MonuTBy, 4TO6bl Mpowno Ans Hux 61aronosy4yHo 37O
ncnbiTaHue.

OpgHa Tonbko AHHa WoaHHOBHA npojoskana TOPXeCTByKLWe Beceno



CMOTpPETb Ha KHA38 HUKuTy.

"A BeAb Tbl 3Hana ero, — rae-To rAyxo roBopwna B HEMW KakKom-To ronoc, -
3Hasla COBCEM MHbIM N He OXuaana, YTo OH CTan TakuMm. Torga 6bino gpyroe,
Torga OoH Monoaon 6bin, Ha nowaau, B ApKOM LWENKOBOM KadTaHe; NoTOM C
KHWIOM Yy OKHa; HO U Tbl bblna Toraa gpyras..."

Wyt [MMNeapwnio B CBOEM nNECTPOM KaM3o0/se BAPYr Harao noAaowén K
BoNKOHCKOMY M, MOCMOTPEB eMy B rfia3a, XJIonNHya No rnsedvy, a 3ateM ctan c
HUM pSAOM.

- A Tbl, KHS3b, NoOBbilWe Moero 6yaewb, — 3TO Xopowo! - oaobputenbHO
cKasana oHa.

Hnyero He 6bI10 HM CMELWHOro, HWM OCTPOYMHOrO0 B 3TUX MPOCTbIX rpybbIX
cnosax, HO AHHa MoaHHOBHa BApPYr packaTunacb FPOMKUM, HeyAep>XWUMbIM
CMexoM, Kak 6yaTo 3TOT cMeX AaBHO yxe 6bln rotoB copBaTbCs Yy HeE, HO
TONbKO paHblue He 6bIJI0 K HEMY HU Maneunwen npuymHbl, a Tenepb ABUIACh
BO3MOXHOCTb — M OHa paja 6bina npuapaTbCs.

N BCnea 3a Hew KpyroM 3axoxoTasM BCe, 3ax0XoTaln HeeCTeCTBEHHO,
NPUTBOPHO. FpoOMYye 1 ronocucTee Bcex cMmessnica Megpunno.

Cpean 3TOro cMmexa, KOTOpblM BAPYr Mopa3swui KHA39 HUKUTY CBOUM
0CO06eHHbIM, AAaBHO yXe He CNbiXaHHbIM MM ramoM, B TyMaHe, 3aCTuMNaBLUEM
MbICNIN KHA38, BAPYr cTan 06pa3oBbIBaTbCA CBET/bIN NMPOMEXYTOK.

"'ae 9, 4To CO MHOW? — ayMan oH. — Kyaa s nonan, u KTo 31 nloan?"

N oH cTan npuctanbHO BCMATPUBATbLCHA B XOXOTABLWYK MNpej HUM, C TpyAOM
y3HaBas B 3TOWM, Kas3aBLIeWCs CcTapwe CcBOMX Tpuauatu BOCbMW fEeT,
pacTo/iCTeBWEN XKEHWMHE C OrFPOMHbIM KpaCHbIM JOCHAWMMCA 1ULOM
MPeXHIW repuornHio KypnaHackyto, AHHY MNloaHHOBHY.

Y Hor eé gpoxana, pobess n ¢ UCNyrom ornaAabiBasiCb Ha CMerLWKnxca naen,
Kak 6bl cnpawmBasi, YTO C HUMU, ManeHbkasa cobauka-neBpeTka.

AHHa NoaHHOBHa nepecTtana CMeATbCs, Mano-rnomMany TOYHO yAEPXMBASCb, U
caenana Bua, YTO OTMpPAET C rnas BbICTyNMBLUME OT CMexa CNé3bl, TaK YX BCE
370 6bI10 3a6aBHO ein. HakoHel OoHa onyCcTMNa PyKW Ha KoneHa M NoABUHYNaA
HOrnm Brepén, CMOBHO OT YCTanoCTW. JleBpeTKa, KOTOpYK OHa 3ajena, 4vyTb

OTOABMHY/Acb Bnepéa.



- AX, Tbl 3gecb? — obpaTmnacb K Hen ummnepaTpuua. — Hy, noau-ka, Kycm,
Kcu, obwmxatoT! - npousHecna OHa NpPUTBOPHO-XanobHbIM  rosiocoM,
noka3sblBasi HA KHA39 HUKKUTY.

- KyCM... KCW... KCC... — MOC/bIWAaNoCb KPyrom.

NeBpeTKa ewé 6onblie cropbuna ceoto U 6e3 Toro ropbaTtyro, TOHKYK CAUHY
N, 06epHyBLINCL C OCKasleHHbIMX 3ybaMu Mo CTOpOHaM, MeaneHHo nepebupas
narnkamm, nogowsia K KHA3t0 HUKUTe 1 3aBunisana XBOCTOM.

OH HMKaK He MOr MOHSATb, YTO BCE 3TO 3HAYUIIO.

B 3TO BpeMsa c3aam Hero nocnbiwancs wyMm 6bICTpO pacTBOpPEHHOW ABEpU, U
YepHbiwéBa Bb6exana ctpemrnaBs. AHHa MoaHHOBHa B34pOrHysa v C UCNyrom
M FHeBOM B3r/isiHy/1a Ha Heé. Ho Ta He cMyTunacsb.

- [ncbMO OT ero cusitenoctBa rpada bupoHa, — cMeno nNporoBopuaa OHa,
nogasas NMCbMO.

Tenepb yXe WCTUHHOE, HacToslee YAOBOJbLCTBME OCBETUIO /MU0
MMnepaTpuubl; OHa MOCMNELWHO BbIXBaTuUNa MUCbMO W3 pyK YepHbIWEBON U,
caenas 3HakK, YTobbl BCe BbIWAM, CTana pacnedaTbiBaTb ero.

YexaBWWUA HeHaZoNro K KypnsitHACKOW rpaHuue, HaBCTpeyy CBOeW ceMbe,
HeJaBHO rMoOXanoBaHHbIM rpad Poccunckon wmnepun, obep-kameprep u
rnepsoe MU0 Tenepb B rocypapcree, DpHCT NoraHH BuMpoH nucan, 4To Ha
AHAX BepHETca B lMeTepbypr.

KHA310 HMKnTe nokasanu OTBEAEHHYIO eMy BO ABOpLUE, BHMU3Y MO KOpUAOpY,
KoMHaTy. lpuas coga, OH He 3aMeTwus, YTO MaJieHbKas JieBpeTKa yBsA3anacb
3@ HMM UM MpowMbIrHyna B aBepb. OHa nonanacb €My Mno4 HOMM, HO OH He
obpaTnn BHUMaHUS.

OH cenn Ha CBOK NOCTesib U, ONYCTUB Ha KOJIeHa pyKu, 3aayMasica. Tenepb OH
y3Han asopeu, y3Han AHHY MloaHHOBHY M MOHSA, 4YTO OH B leTepbypre.

OH ycnen cnpocutb npo JlaBpeHTusa, eMy CcKasalu, 4YTO TYyT HMUKAKOro
JlaBpeHTnA HeT.

KHa3b HuMkuTa He pasbupan, 3a4eM oH cHoBa nonan B leTepbypr, 3a4eM ero
npueesnu cioga; 06 a3ToM OH pewunn NnoayMmaTb Nocne, Kak TobKo pa3bepércs
CHayana B APYroM KakoM-TO HY>XXHOM Bonpoce. YTo-To B rosioBe BepTenochb y

HEro Ba>xHoe, HO OH HE MOl BCMOMHUTb.



"Na, raoe oHa?" — kak 6yATO BCMNOMHWUA OH, U 3TO, Ka3anocCb, bbI10 TO camoe,
YTO HY>XHO 6bIJ10 BCMOMHUTB, HO OH MNOYTK ceivac xe 3abbin oNsAThb.

— AX, HeT, — NpOroBOpu/sI OH BCAYX WU CMOPLUWA NMLO, — OAMH, OAWH Si — BOT
4YTO, BOT YTO HaAo pewunTb! HUKOro BeAb HET, U NOroBOPUTbL AaXe He C KeM.
OH HecKonbKO pa3 OTMaxHysn OT cebs pyKok, CIOBHO XOTeN NporHaTb MyXy,
CHOBA MOJIOXWA PYKM Ha KOJIeHa 1 3aTux.

JleBpeTka faBHO yXxe cuaena npssMo Npea HUM Ha nony wu, 6yaTto crtapasch
3arnsiHyTb €My B rnasa, YMUJbHO NOMaxmBasa XBOCTOM.

HakoHel, oHa, MOHSAB, AO/IKHO ObITb, UTO KHSA3b BCE-TakKM HE 3aMeyaeT €€,
6bICTPO MpbIrHY/1I@ B MOCTENb M, APOXa M NPUXKMMAsACb K HeMy, CyHyna
MOPAOYKY K €ero pyke M OCTOPOXHO, Kak 6bl cnpawuvBasi, MOXHO U, -
NU3HYyNa 3Ty pYyKYy.

Hukuta ®EQOpoBUY He ucnyranca m He oTHAN pykn. OH C yauBIIeHUEM
B3rNsSAHYN Ha 3Ty ManeHbkyk  cobauky, BApYyr, BuMAMMO, Cpasy
NOYyBCTBOBABLUY XasNloCTb K HEeMYy M npunackaswyt ero. [a, oHa pobko,
no-ceoemy, no-cobaubemy, npwunackana ero. M 310 6bINO0 eAnHCTBEHHOe
CyWecTBO, OTHECLIeeCs K KHSA3K0 34ecb apyxenwbHo; 3710 6blia nepsas
nacka, noayyeHHas uM B nocneaHme yetbipe roaa!

JleBpeTKa yMHbIMU, Bblpa3nTesibHbIMU Ffla3aMn CMOTpeNna Ha Hero.

"Tbl HEe 0AMH, Tbl He oanH", — 6yATO rOBOPUAM 3TU FNasa.

BONIKOHCKMI HEBOJSIbHO CTan rnaguTb cobaudky, M OHa, CO3HaBas, 4TO sacka
el NpuHATa, U NPUTOM, KaK AO/HKHO, CHOBA CTasna nu3aTb rNaauBLUYHO eé
PYKY.

YTO-TO AaBHO HeM3BEeCTHOE 3alleBeNuiiocb B rpyan KHA38 HWMKUTBI, AaBHO
He3HaKkoMble, TEénsible CNé3bl MNOKasajMCb Y HEero Ha rfnasax M noTeknu,
NPUHOCA U Nevanb, n obneryeHue.

Ero octaBuin B nokoe AHSA Tpu, Kak 6yaTto 3abbiin 0 HEM.

OH y3Han, 4to rpad bMpoH BepHYNCa C KypnssHACKOM rpaHuubl 1 Tenepb 6bin
npuv rocygapbiHe.

"A Beab rae-to 6bin TYT, B lNeTepbypre, MOM AOM... Haw AOM, — noayman
KHS3b HMKWTA, N HOBbLIA MPUINB TOCKM OXBaTWU/ €ro Npm 3TOM BOCMOMUHAHUMN.

— lMolTK pasBe, oTbiCKaTb ero? — Ho yepes MUHYTY OH nogyMman: - Focrnoau,



BCE 3TO — TOMJIeHMe ayxa, oAHO ToMneHue ayxa. Koraga xe, koraa npuaér
ocsoboxaeHue?.. NMockopen 6bl, nockopen! Nocnoaun, aa 6yaet sonsa Teosa!"
MNoa KoHeL TpeTbero AHS OH XO4AW MCKATb CBOM AOM, HO HUKaK He MOr HanTu
€ro n Aaxxe npexHero Mecta He y3Ha/l.

KHs3b BepHysica BO ABopel. Bonpoc: 3ayeM oH nonan B leTepbypr, Tak u
oCTasica ANs Hero HepewéHHbIM, MOTOMY 4YTO AJSIA Hero OndATb HacTynwuia
noTeps CO3HaHUA.

Y10 6b1J1I0 NOTOM, M CKOIbKO MNPOLLO BpeEMEHU — BOKOHCKMI HE MOMHU.
HoBbIM CBETNbIN MPOMEXYTOK SBWICSA K HeMy, Koraa oH yBuaen cebs B
WTOoMHOM KOMHaTe ABOpLUa C NO30/J0TON U 3epKasamMu, CUASAWMM NOYEMY-TO B
Kpecrsie, NOCTaBN€eHHOM B HOrax KyleTKuM, Ha KOTOpOW nonynexasna AHHa
NoaHHOBHa. Henopanéky Ha nony cuaen Ha KopToykax wyT [lMeapwnno;
psSAOM C HUM — KalMblYOHOK. YepHbIWéBa cTosa y neykn n 6e3 ymonky, Kak
3aBefléHHas, TapaTopuna.

B asepn Bxoaun rpad BupoH. KanMbliOHOK M 4enoBek B MNECTPOM KaMm3one
(KHS3b HukuTa He 3Han, 4to 310 - [lMegpwunno) 6bICTPO BCKOYUMAWM MNpU ero
nosiBfieHnn. BUPOH MOKOCMICA Ha OCTaBLUErocsi CMOKOMHO CUMAETb Ha MecTe
Hukuty ®énoposnya, NoAOWEN K uMNepaTpuue 1 NOYTUTENIbHO NoLesioBasn en
PYKY.

- Cenyac 6bi1n B ceHaTe, — 3aroBopua OH MO-HEMELKM.

- Hy, uto Tam? — cnpocuna AHHa MloaHHOBHaA.

— OTO HEBO3MOXHO, Hec/nblXaHHO, KonoccanbHo! Koraa s HeaaBHO B
KypnaHgmun e3gnn — Bce MOCTbl 6bIAM HUKYAa He roAHbl, U KapeTa MOS COBCEM
ucnopTtuiace. A npu3Ban CeHAToOpoB M CKasajs, 4YTO 9 BeI UuxX 404
ncrnpassieHUA BMECTO MOCTOB MOJIOXUTb.

FocynapblHA paccMmesnach.

— 5 BOT MM B CeHaTopbl KHA39 HUKUTY AaM, — cKasana OHa, — KHA3b HukuTa,
X0O4yelb B ceHaTopbl?

- HeT, He Xo4y, — COBEpLWEeHHO MPOCTO OTBETUN KHA3b Hukmta ®EénopoBud
cnabbiM rosocom.

NmnepaTpuua ewé 6onblie paccmesnacs.

KHa3b HMKMTa co3HaBan Tenepb BCE OKpyXXatllee, HO YyBCTBOBasl BO BCEM



Tene yamButenbHyt cnaboctb. OH roBopwun c TpyaoM. B ronose, BO Bcex
MYCKy/nax fuua, a rnaBHoe, B 3aTblIKE OH Ouwyllan HOWLWYK 60ne3HeHHY
yCTanocTb.

AHHa MoaHHOBHa Buaena, Kak nomopwmnca bBupoH Ha He BCTaBllero rnpea
HUM KHA39 HWKKUTy, KU 3aMeTuna, 4To eMy HenpusaTHo 6bl1o, 3ayeM OHa
aonycTtuna aTo.

En xoTenocb pasrosopuTb rpada.

- A Bbl 3HaeTe, 4YTO 3aBTpa byaet? — obpaTunacb OHa K BUpoHy. — 3aBTpa Ha
pacceBeTe npu Xopowen noroge, — BMpoYeM, W MNpu AYPHOW TOXe - no
HeBCKOWM neplunekTuBe Mo rnagkon AOPOXKe MNOBE3yT Ha canasKkax XenesHyk
KNeTKy, U B 3TON KieTke byaeT cuaeTb KpacaBuua nucaHHas, pasybpaHHas BO
BECb CBOW Hapsa, B BENIMKOMENHOM OAesiHUUM, C MEeT/IoON Ha rosose M B
POroXXHOW Wanu, ¢ NeHbKOBbIMU B6yknaMK... KTo 6bl Bbl AyManun?

BupoH, ynbibasce, yxe cMOTpen NpsMo B rnasa en.

- He 3Haw, - ckasan oH.

— A BOT X&Hka ero ArpadeHa. 1 eé Ha cBMAAHWE C MY>XEHbKOM BbINMUCHLIBAO,
— CMNOKOWHO Mporosopufia, XUTpo npulypscb, AHHa MoaHHOBHa, MokasbiBas
Ha KHA349 HukuTy.

BoNKOHCKMI He Mor nobnegHeTb, MOTOMY YTO Ha €ro sinue AaBHO He 6blN0 HU
KPOBUHKMN, HE MOl Y>XACHYTbCS, MOTOMY UYTO OH AABHO HOCWA B Aylle YyBCTBO,
KoTopoe 6bI10 N MyuynTenbHee, U CuNbHee BCSAKOro yxaca. OH Buaen tenepb
TO/IbKO, 4YTO CWJIbl COBCEM OCTaBASAKT €ro M YTO OH HE MOXET HWUYEero Hu
CcKasaTb, HM caenaThb.

- Y70, KHSA3MHbKA, HeBecenbl CTanu? - BAPYr obepHynacb K HeMy AHHa
MoaHHOBHA. — Ann ocepauincb Ha MeHa? MNpocTute MeHs, CUpoTy BAOBYHO! —
OHa paccmesnacb. — Hy, noMmpuMmTecb, MOAHO... HaTe, uenymte! — M oOHa
NPOTSAHYNA KHA310 HMkUTe CBOKO 06YTY0 B KOXAHYIO Ty(dt0 HOry.

BONKOHCKMI He ABUHYCS.

Hora octaBanacb NMpoTAHYTO.

BupoH Heckonbko pa3 B3rnsaHyn 6erno 1o Ha Hukuty ®EépoposBuya, TO Ha
HOry M BAPYr BCKOYMA CO cBoero Mecta. OH Ka3asicsi 04eHb BO3MYLLEHHbIM.

- HebnarogapHbit WwyT! — ckaszan oH. — N03BObTE MHE, rocyaapbiHa! — 1 OH



HaKNOHUNCA.
- HeT, 3auem? - 3acTeHuMBO nporosopuna AHHa MoaHHoBHa. — OcTaBbTe ero
- OH 6na>xeHHeHbKUWN, NyCTb €ro, a Bam pyKy, — U OHa nogana bupoHy csoto
NyXJyr, € KOPOTKMMM ManbuaMm U NJIOCKUMU, C PE3KUMU YEPHBLIMU KaéMKaMu
Ha KOHLAX, HOITSIMU pYKY.

pad B3an e€ cBOMMW 6enbiMU, TOHKUMK NanbuUaMW B KOMbLaX U 6epexHo
noaHéc Kk rybam.

KHa3b HukuTa BCE cmaen no-rpexHemy.

- WyT! - HakoHew cnabo, eaBa CAbIWHO NPOroBopua oH. — YeMm g wyt? A
BMNpo4yeMm, TaM, raAe HeMeuKMM KOHIOX NepBbiM MUHUCTPOM, — TaM PyCCKOMY
KHS310, 4TOObl HE CTAaHOBUTLCS C HUM Ha OAHY AOCKY, MNOXanyn, OCTaéTtcs
O4HO YX...

BupoH He pan eMmy [OoroBopuTb, OH BCKO4YMA. HOo wuMnepaTpuua ToXe
BCKOYMNa M, yMonswLe oTCTpaHsasa rpada, rpOMKO BCKPUKHYNa:

- AX, TONbKO He npu MHe! 3aBTpa s BCE Beso...

N oHa Bblbexana u3 KoOMHaThbl.

BupoH 6pocuncs 3a Helo.

KHa3b HukuTa BAPYr BCTas W, CaM He 3Hasd KakK, TOYHO ero KTo-To Bén,
BbllLesT Ha ynuuy. Yepes3 HEeCKO/IbKO MUHYT ero y>Xe UcKasau no Bcemy ABOpLy.
Hukuta ®énoposny WwWén no ynuuam lMNeTepbypra Tak e, Kak Xoawsa B none
cBoen aepeBHU - 6e3 uenu, He 3Hasd paccTosHUS M 3abbiB BpeMsa. MHoraa
MPOXOXXWe CTOPOHUINCbL OT HEero u C yaAMBJIEHUEM CMOTpenu BCNen 3TOMY
yenoseky, oaeToMy B rpybbin HecknagHbli KadTaH AepeBEeHCKOro nokpos,
6e3 wanku n Ténnoro nnartba. KHA3b WEnN, He 3amMedas Xxonoda, HanpoTuB,
€ero rosioBa ropena, n TOMHO KakoMn-TO MOJIOT CTy4an B HEN.

"YTo OHa ckasana, yYTo ckasana? B kneTtke xenesHow... Focnoau, 3a 4yTo? -
AyMan OH. — 3aBTpa yTpOM, Ha pacCBeTe, eCcnin Aaxe u aypHada noroga... Ho
CKOpO Nun 3TOT pacceeT?.. Korga oH?"

N OH cHOBa Wén. Pykn ero KOCTeHeNn, n KoneHam 6b1s10 XONoAHO.

"CTpaHHO, OTYero 3To MHe X0N04HO? — paccyXaan OH. — YTo 3TOo 3a ASIMHHas
ynmua? N kakaa wwupokasd.. Al ITo 3aecb nose3yT eé.. 310 - Hesckasd

nepwnekTmea".



OH oCcTaHOBUNCA. 34€Cb HYXHO 6bl/10 eMy 6bITb, 34€Cb OCTAHOBUTbLCS.

KHa3b ornsgencsa. Hebo cteMHeno, AOMKHO 6biTb, AAaBHO, MOTOMY YTO B HEM
ropenu spkuve 3Bé34bl, U NyHa 60nbWKMM cepebpsiHbIM KpyroMm cBeTuaa co
CBOEW BbICOThI.

Hap MNeTepbyproM crtosina HOYb. YAuubl 3aTUXIN. N BNepBble B XM3HU KHA3IO
HukuTe ctana CcTpawHa JsiyHa, TO eCTb He camas JlyHa, @ HEepOBHble TEHM,
nexasllMe Ha Hen, Korga OH CMOTpen Ha Heé, Kak 6yaTto 3TO 6blnM Kakue
TAaMHCTBEHHbIE, Hepa3ragaHHble 3HaKW, CTpallHble, HENOHATHbIE. KHA3b XoTen
OTOpBaTbCA OT HUX, HO He Mor. OH cMoTpen Ha Mecsu, XoTs 3To 6bi1o
CTpPalIHO, W Mecsl, CMOTpes Ha Hero M roBopusi C HAM CBOMMM 3HakaMu. OH
B3aparmean uHorga. Kto 6bin 3TOT OH, KTO B3gparneBan — Mecsu /i Unm cam
KHS3b HWKWTa, nocneaHunt He 3Han; BNpPOYeM, €My KasanocCb, 4YTO Mecsu.
3HakKn BCEé BpeMs [ABUranmcb, MeAsIeHHO pacr/blBasiCb U MEHASACb, ONSATb
NoBTOPSAACb. B HMX 6bina yanmBuTenbHas cuia, HO TONIbKO MOHATb MX 6blNo
Henb34.

N ponro BONKOHCKUI My4uMncs Tak.

HakoHel 3TO My4ynTenbHOE COCTOSSHME TPEBOrM Ha4yano Mano-nomany TasTb.
MNepeweawas Ha ApPYrykw CTOpOHY Heba nyHa ctana 6negHetb, a 3BE3A4bl
Ha4yann 3acTunaTbCsl CBETOM 3apu M NponaaaTb B HEM oAHa 3a APYroto.

Fae-to 6n1M3KO, CBepxy, MOYTM HaA CaMbIM YXOM KHA35 HuKUTbI, pasgancs
yAaap konokona. OH NOAHSAN rONIOBY U yBMUAEN, YTO CTOUT Y LIEPKBU.

MNepBas MbICNb, KOTOpas npuwia eMmy B ronosy, 6bina — BouTu B Boxni
XpaM.

"PacceBeT! - octaHoBunca oH. - E& nose3yT cenyac! B rpyam wmoen
CKOpNUOHbLI, N 3Men B cepaue MoEM, U 4YepBM pasbenaroT Mo3r mom! -
YyBCTBOBas OH B cebe. — OxuaaHue, oxungaHume, oxuaaHue... Bot eé nosesyTt
cenvac".

KHS3b, 3aKOCTeHenbl, XONOAHbIA, MPUXANCa K XOS04HOM CTEeHe LEepKBU U
6e3yMHbIMKN rnasamm CMOTpesn Ha AOopory.

Hapoaa 6bino ewé mano; ynuua Kasanacb MNYCTbIHHOW. JIMWb HECKONbKO
6oromonbLEeB NPOWN B LLEPKOBb.

"He ckopo ewé!" — nogymMan kKHA3b HUKUTaA 1 B3AOXHYN.



Kakas-To cTapywka C o4eHb YMWUNEHHbIM, CNe3MMBbIM IMLOM U CKIIOHEHHO
Habok ronosotw, nNpoxoass MMMO, HaboOXHO CyHyna €My rpoOWWK B PYyKy W
npowsia, 4acto 3akpecTacb. Hukuta PEnopoBuy 6Hecco3HaTeNnbHO 3axkan B
KyfnakK 3TOT 3a4eM-TO NOAAHHbIN eMy FpOLUUK.

Ha nopore B 3TO BpeMs nokasanacb BAanu nowalb, KoTopas Be3na 3a coboto
yTo-TO. TaM M Hapop Wén.

"OHa", — MeNnbKHYNO Yy KHA358 HUKUTbI, 1 OH CBOBOAHOI PYKOK CXBATWU/ICS 3a
CTeHY, 0O4HAKO pyKa CKOJIb3HY/a, OH eABa yAepXXasica Ha Horax.

Jlowaab, TpACS ronoso, NpuaBuranacb. 3a HeK wa gpyras, NoTOM TpPeTbs
n ewé. 310 6611 NpocTo 0603. YyXOHUbI, NPUBO3MBLUME MPOBU3UIO HA PbIHOK,
WM TYT Xe B CBOMX OCOBEHHbIX Wankax C HayLWHMKaMMU.

"Focnoaun, nockopen 6obi!" — ayman Hukuta ®énopoBuu.

Mano-nomany ynumua oXxusnsinacb. HMKOro He BE3/M M HUKAKOM KIETKU He
6b1110, Aa N He Morno 6bITb: paccka3 AHHbl MMOAHHOBHbI O KneTke 6bls1 TONbKO

LYTKOIO.

IX B MOHACTbIPE

B nepsoe Bpema TpyaHO 6bino ArpadeHe [leTpoBHe BoOKOHCKOM B
MOHacCTblpe. PaHHee BCTaBaHbe, AOIr0e CTOSAHbE B LEPKBM, Mano nutaTesbHas
n oaHoobpasHasd nuuwa, pasMepeHHas W CTporo onpeaenéHHas XW3Hb,
TpeboBaBLlas €XEeMUHYTHOrO MNOAYMHEHMUS, — TArotunm eé€. HecMoTpsi Ha TO
YTO OHa He 6blyla NOCTPUXEHA, HO TOJIbLKO XWja B MOHacTbipe noa "CTporum
Haa30poM" UryMeHbM, oHa AO0/KHa 6blna BCneacTBMe 3TOro CTPOroro Hagsopa
6e3yCcnoBHO NOAYMHATBLCS BCEM MOHACTbIPCKUM NOpSAKaM.

E He no3BONISNM HUMKOMY MNUCaTb M He AONYCKaNW A0 Heé HUKaKuX nucem,
TaK 4YTO OHa AaXe He 3Hana, 6binn Nn Ha eé nms nucbMa. Taknum o06pasoM, HU
O MYy>e, HM O CblHEe, HW O KOM M3 CBOMX OHa He uMena U3BeCTUM.

Monutuyeckne cobbiTMsa 4OXOAMAN 4O MOHACTbIPSA B pacckasax, No4yTu Bceraa
npeysennyeHHbIX, COMBUMBLIX, B KOTOPbIX TpyAHO 6bi10 pasobpaTtbca. OgHako
n3 Hux ArpacdeHa leTpoBHa Morna ysHaTb, YTO BenMKas KHsxHa HaTtanbs
AnekceeBHa CKOH4Yanacb B MocCkBe, 3aTeM yMep MOJ04OW mMMnepaTtop, U Ha

npecton B3owsa AHHa NoaHHOBHA, KOTOPYIO CTaNM NOMUHATb Ha eKTEHUSX.



O MeHwWwuWKoBE pacckasbiBasnM, 4YTO OH MOCNe CBOEN CCbIIKM roKasan
YAWBUTENbHbIM NpUMEp CMUPEHUS N CTasl COBCEM APYrMM yenosekoM. OagHaKko
OH BCKoOpe Toxe ymep [15] .

"Na, emy nerko tenepb, — Aymana ArpadeHa lNeTtpoBHa. — Ecnm 6 n MHel..
Bcé paBHO! Pa3Be 3TO — XW3Hb, KaK 9 XMBY Tenepb?"

Ho cenyac xe Hapsaay C 3TOM MbICIbO Y Heé gaBngnacb novytn 6e3yMHas
Hagexpna, u4TO BAPYr KaKUMM-HMOYAb HEMOHSATHbIM, 4yAeCHbiM ob6pas3om
HacTynut eé ocsoboxaeHune, KTO-HMByAb SBUTCS U BbiBeaeT eé. N oHa
3agyMbliBanacb 06 3TOM HEBO3MOXHOM CHACTbe U, MOHAB €ro HEBO3MOXHOCTb,
CHOBa BrMagana B YHbIHMeE.

AHN TAHYNWCb OAHM NOXOXMWe Ha Apyrue. Bpems wWno, Kasanocb, OYeHb
AONro N BMecTe ¢ TeM ckopo. OHO 6bIN0 CANWKOM oaHOO6pa3HO, He aaBasno
HUKaKMX CObbITUI, KOTOpble BblAensnincb 6bl U3 psga BOH, M MOTOMY BCé
AABHO npoliejulee KasanoCb CBEXUM U HeAaBHUM,

B ocobeHHOCTM B nepBoe BpeMs ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa He Morsa MNpuHATb
HWUKaKOro y4acTusi B MOHACTbIPCKOM >XWU3HW. Tak Npowso OKONOo ABYX NET, U
OHa MonpuBbIKAa, HAKOHeL, 0CBOMNAaCh.

Mpn CBOEM yMe U yMeHbe XUTb OHa CyMena noctaBuTb cebs B MOHaCTbIpe U C
MaTepb-UryMeHbeN, N CO CTapbiIMU MOHaXUHSAMMN.

Mano-nomMany UryMmeHbs Crasa MeHee CTpPOro OTHOCUTbCS K HeW, paspelsana
He TaK 4acTo XoAuMTb B LEpPKOBb, 3Basa K cebe, nwba eé 6beceay,
Tpane3oBaTb.

HakoHeu BonkoHckon 6bI10 nepegaHo nucbMo oOT  6pata  Mwuxawuna
MNeTpoBWYa, KOTOPLIA NpuUcnan B MOHACTbIpb BKag v obelwancs He OCTaBNsATb
W BNpeab AeHEXHbIMU BbICbISIKAMMU.

NrymeHbs noctaBuna ans nepenmckn ArpadeHbl MNeTpoBHblI OrpaHNUYeHuns, HO
cornacmnacb Ha TO, 4TObbI OHa nony4yana W3BeCTUs OT CBOUX OSIN3KKUX.
OrpaHnyeHunss CcoCTosiiM B TOM, YTO MUCbMa AO/MXHbl 6blITb HENpPEeMEeHHO Ha
PYCCKOM fi3blKe, He 3aTparmBaTb HWKAKUX APYrux Aesf, KPpOMe CeMeNHbIX, U
rnaBHOE — MoJlydaTbCsH KakK MOXHO pexe. IryMeHbs rnpoynTbiBasia BCe NMCbMa
n, ecnn 6bl yCNoBuUs 3TU He 6blnn cobnogaembl, MPSAMO MOrfa YHUUYTOXUTb

MMNCbMO.



Camon ArpadeHe [lleTtpoBHe 6bIn0 3anpeweHo nucatb. O Hen coobuana
CBeZleHNsa poAHbIM caMa UryMeHbs.

Kak 6bl TO HM 6b1n0, ana ArpadeHbl MNMeTpoBHbI M 3TO 6bINO yXXe Hemasoe
obnerueHue.

O 6one3Hnm cBoero Myxa oHa y3Hana ot Muxauna leTpoBuya, KOTOPbIA CO
BCAKMMW OCTOPOXHOCTSIMM coobuwan en, 4to Hukmta OEpopoBuy Bran B
cnaboymmne, n yto oH, Muxaun MNetposuny, B3 Muwy K cebe.

3a cbiHa Tenepb ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa 6bina CNOKOMHaA.

Ho BCcKope nocnenosanm HeBecCérsble BECTU.

C BouapeHneM AHHbl WMoaHHOBHbLI oOTel, ArpadeHbl [leTpoBHbI, [MéTp
Muxannoeuu becTyxeB 6bl1 HasHayeH rybepHaTtopoM B HuxxHu Hosropopg
[16] . OTO Ha3HauyeHMe paBHANOCb CCblike. Muxaun MeTposBny AoKeH 6bin
XnTb y ceba B benoszépckoM mmeHun. OamH 6pat Anekcen yuenen y cebs B
KoneHrareHe.

N36paHne AHHbI MloaHHOBHbI 6b1/10 ANst BONKOHCKOW, HaxoAuBLUENCS BAanu
OT ABOpa W BCEX ero MHTPUIr U XUTPOCNSETEHUN, TaKOK HEOXMAAHHOCTbLIO,
Kakol el nokasanocb 6bl ToNbkO eé cobcTtBeHHOe ocBoboxaeHue. Ho oOHa
3Hana, 4YTo Tenepb bonee yem Korga-NMboO HEMbICIMMO 3TO OCBOBOXAEHME.
BMmecTe C TeM OHa NoOHMMana, 4YTO TenepewHsass eé CcCbiika B MOHAaCTbIPb
cnacna eé oT MHOroro ropaszo xyauwero.

Tenepb y AHHbl MlO@HHOBHbI pyKu 6biIK CBS3aHbl. YTO OHa Morna caenatb C
Hen? A 4yTo OHa Xxenana 6bl caenaTtb? Xenana 6bl, NpUNOMHUB MuTaBy W,
MoxeT 6biTb, eTepbypr, oTOMCTUTL el — B 3TOM ArpacdeHa [leTpoBHa He
COMHeBanachb.

"Ho Heyxenu oHa, OHa CTana CcaMoAep>XXaBHOK npaBuTesbHULENn Pycckoro
uapcrea? - crnpawmBana cebs ArpadeHa letpoBHa. — locnoau, ecnn 6bl
3HaTb paHbwe!.. Ho KTO e Mor nogymaTtb?.. HeT, 3TO NpoOCTO HEBO3MOXHO,
3TO — Henpasaa!"

OaHako KaXablh  AeHb, cnywas, Kak B LepKBuU NOMUHaNM
6naroyectmBenlyo, caMoAepXXaBHENWY wuMmnepaTpuuy AHHY WOaHHOBHY,
OHa Morna ybeauTbCs, 4TO 3TO Npasaa.

Bnnsnnace 4deTBépTas yXXe BeCHa, C TexX MNOop KakK KHArMHA BoskoHcKasd



nocenunacb B MOHacCTbIpe.
ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa cnaena B cBoen "KOMHaTe", Kak BCE-Taku MO-MUPCKOMY
Ha3blBasla OHa OTBEAEHHYID €W Kenbk, M pacyécbiBana CBOU AJIMHHbIE
BOJIOCbl, KOTOpble CTanM W rywe W LWesIKoBUCTee, C Tex Mop KakK OHa
nepecrana 3aBumBaTb UX M NpaATaTb noa danbwmsble 6yknu. CerogHs yTpoMm
OHa Mbls1a rofoBy, N €Ml HYXHO 6bls10 pacyecaTb BOMOCHI.

OHa cMoTpena B CTosBLIEEe Mpes Hew 3epkasbue M NoyYTUM MallMHaIbHO
npoeoamna rpebHeM No AJMHHOW NpsaM, KOTOPYH NpuxBaTuia NeBOW pPyKOMW.
OHa cMoTpena Ha To NMuo, KoTopoe b6bIs1I0 Tenepb B 3epkane, — eé n BMecTe C
TeM He eé nmuo. OHO CUIbHO M3MEHWIOCb MOC/e TOro, KakKMM MOMHWUMIA ero
ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa B lNMeTepbypre. ManeHbkKne, HO 3aMeTHbIE YXXEe MOPLLUMHKMN
nernn y yrnoB rnas, Beku 6blIM KpacHbl OT 4acTbiX Cné3, rybbl notepsinu
CBOK CBEeXeCTb, W Nno4 HWMWU, OT HOCa, Nernn TeHblo ABe cknagku. LEkn
06TAHYINCb, M HA HUX MoOKasanacb MaTtoBas XentusHa. lMpaBaa, cnaoBoe
OKOHLEe Mano npornyckano cBeTa M Kak 6bl 0cobeHHO noa4YépkMBano 3TU
MOPLUMHKN N CKNaaKu, HO BCE-Takn OHU bbinn.

"Na, He Takasa a 6binal" — nogymMana BonkoHckas.

N e HeBONbHO BCMOMHMNOCb, Kak OHa, 6biBano, cuaena npen 6o0nbwnM
TPOMO, 1 P03a CO Ciy>XXaHKaMn CyeTUInNCb BOKPYr Heé.

"A roe-To Tenepb Po3a?" — MenbKHY0 y Heé.

OHa ewé pasa asa nposena rpebHem No BONOCaM U ONyCTUNa PYKYy, Ornsaes
CBO YEPHYIO Noypscy.

"HeT, B3aop — BCE! — BApyr pewwnna oHa. — He T0... Bcé 6blI oTAana, ecnu 6ol
TONIbKO yBMAETb UX — MuUwyTKy Moero u ero... Yto oH Tenepb, 6egHbIN?.. B
AepeBHe, BepHO... JTaBpeHTUM c HUM"...

OHa Taeno B340XHYMa, U rnasa eé HanoJHUINCL Cne3amu.

KHarnHa otbpocuna rpebeHb M, MOMNOXUB JIOKTU HA CTON, ONycTuna ronoBy
Ha pykun. OHa 4yyBCTBOBasa, KakK Cné3bl CMAuYMBAOT el NagoHU, HO He xoTena
BblTEPETb UX.

- Bo nmMga OTua! — nocnblwancsa TOHEHbKUI FOMIOCOK 3a ABEPLIO.

ArpacdeHa [leTpoBHa MocCnewHo MpoBena pykamm Mo rnasaMm u, mopras

rnasamm, 4tobbl He 6bI10 3aMeTHO, YTO Naakana, oTBeTuNa:



- Bongure!

B KOMHaTy BowWw/ia AeBOYKA-CNYXKa C YEPHEHbKMMU, KaK BULIEHKWU, FrNa3kamum
M 6bICTPO 3aroBopusia CBOMM TOHEHbKWUM FOSIOCKOM:

- MaTywka npucnana MeHsa CnpocuUTb, Kak 340pOBbULE BaLLEN CUATENBHOCTH,
M eweé nucomMeLo BaM, U eweé npukasaTb U3BOSIUIN, €CIN BaM HEMOXETCSH, TO
yTOb6bl K BEYEPHE HE XOAUMU.

N3 Bcero atoro ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa ycnbiwana M MoHsAna TOSIbKO C0BO
"nnceMen0”, nornoTmellee Ans Heé BCE oCTasibHOeE.

- 'ne nucbMeuo?.. laBsan! — 1 oHa HeTepnenmeo NPOTSHYAa APOrHyBLUYK OT
BOJIHEHUS PYKY.

[eBoyka B3rnsHysna Ha Heé CBOMMW BULIEHKAMM U nogana nmcbMo.

ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa cxBaTuna ero U, ObICTPO MOBEPHYBLUUCb, CTana
pacrneyaTbiBaTb, NOAOMNASA K OKHY.

Cnyxka, noaoXxaaB HEMHOro, CKONb3HyNa B ABepb, BUASA, YTO "KHArMHIOWKA"
TaK 3aHsnacb NMCbMOM, 4TO 3abblna pJgaxe npukasaTtb 6narogapuTtb
"MaTywky".

ArpadeHa [lleTpoBHa pacneyaTtana NMCbMO C pafoCTbio, HO eaBa yBuaena
nepeble CTPOYKW, KaK YAMBNEHHO HaKNOHMNacb, 4TobbI 6namMxe wn nyduwe
paccMOTpeTb HanucaHHoe. DTOT HenpaBW/bHbIA, TOMAHHbLIAN, MUCAHHbBIN NOYTU
no cknagam no4YepK coBeplieHHO He 6bl1 3HakoM en. OHa nepeBepHyna
CTpaHULUy M NOCMOTpesna Ha NoAnuck. TaM ctosno: "AsaoTbsa YepHbiwéna".
"Kakas YepHblwépa?" — yansunacb ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa M onATb B3r/gHyNa
Ha Ha4yano nNucbma:

"ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa! — Tak HauyMHaNOCb MUCbMO. — XuMBUTE LWACTINBA Ha
npuvkase. A nuwy BaM no npukasy OcypapbiHe Llapuue. BeneHo BaM MuHe
wTaTc-agamMe E€ BennyectBa n caenaTtb OTNUCKY cuio WTO6 Bbl He 6ecnokouTua
WU3BOIMMN HACLIOT MYXMWHbKA CBOBO KHS3M HWKWTbI, MOHEXe OH 34paB U He
BpuamMm. W OcypapbiHa Lapvua no Heu3peyéHHOM MWUIOCTU  CBOEW
rnoxanosana eBO KO ABopy B [lutepbypx nepesectn. N TyT OH BenbMU
3abaBeH kKaxeT. MecTto eMy oOnpeaenvHO 3aBWMAHOE, TOCTaB/eH OH
BCEMUIOCTMBENLLN CMOTP3Tb 3a cobaukon Eé NmnepaTtopckoro Bennuecrtea"...

B rnasax ArpadeHbl lNMeTpoBHbl notemHeno. OHa C TpyaoMm npoberna eweé



HECKOJIbKO CTPOK M TPSACYLWMMUCA PpyKamMu pasopBana MNMCbMO Ha Mesikue
KJTOYKMU.

- locnoan, 4To OHM caenann C HUM! — C NMUOM, UCKaXEHHbIM YXXacoM U
CTpaZjaHueM, BOCK/IMKHY/l@ OHa, BCMJIeCHYB pyKaMuM W CXaB WX, NogHsana
KBEpXyY.

"BonbHOro, cnaboyMHoOro, Hec4acTHoro He noxanenu! — myymnacb oHa. — 13-
3a MeH4 He noxasnenu.. Hawna, Hawna, 4yem gokoHaTb MeHd!.. Nocnoan! Ho
OH-TO, OH, 6eaHbIN, 3a 4YTO CTpagaeT? BnpoyeM, UYTO X eMy — OH He MOXeT
MOHATL, OH YyXe He OT Mupa cero... HeT, HO Begb 4, a4 ero uma Houwy! Ox,
nyduwe 6bl MeHa cocnanun B Cnbupb, B KaToOpry, Nydlle rosoBy A0S0 — TOSIbKO
He aTo!l.. Tonbko He 3TO!"

- 0-ox! - 3acToHana KHArMHSA, CXBaTUBLUUCbL 3a cepaue, a 3aTeM, TSXeno
CTynas, OTpbIBUCTbIMU LLAraMn noAaoLusia K nocrenm n ynana Ha Heé.

OHa ponro nexana HenoABWMXXHO, C YCTaB/IEHHbIMM B MOTOJIOK [/la3amy,
NOTOM MNOAHSNACb, Cena Ha NOoCTenb, OMNSATb CAOXWIa PYKW, CTUCHyNa uX,
npowenTtas: "locnoaun, Nocnoau!" — n cHoBa nerna.

HeckonbKO MUHYT KHAMMHSA Nexana TakK, Kak KaMeHHas, ToNbko noaboponok
eé CWMbHO ApOoXasi; NMOTOM OHa BCKOYM/IA HA HOTWN.

Mo Kopmaopy B 3TO BPEMSA NOC/bIWANNCE LWaru.

"3Hato, - pewwna BApyr B oAWMH MUI BONkKoHCKas, — 3Hato, cioga uayT.
NrymeHbe HanucaHo, 4Tobbl OHa pAana 3HaTb, Kak 6yaeT NPUHATO MHOHK
NMCbMO. Hy 4TO X, NyCTb, S BblAEpXY".

[lBepb AEeNCTBUTENBbHO OTBOPMIAaCb, N Ha NOpore nokasanacb UryMeHbs.
ArpacdeHa [leTpoBHa cTOsiNa nocpean CBOEW KenbWu, ropaasi, HapyXHO
CMOKOMHas, XonoaHasi, CUHOK K OKHY, 4Tobbl He 6bl10 BMAHO €€ nuua, n
3acnoHuna coboto 6poweHHble Ha MO KIOYKM pa3opBaHHOIO NMUcbMa.
NrymeHbs caenana Kakom-To BOMNpOC U ywna.

N enBa ywna oHa, ArpadeHa lNMeTpoBHa cHoBa 6e3 cui ynana Ha KpoBaTb.

AHHa MloaHHOBHa OTOMCTU/A en.

X KOHEL

Jonro HanpacHo McKanau NpUABOPHbIE CYrM KHA39 HUKKUTY, nocne Toro Kak



OH, oTBETUB BbMpoHy, ywén n3 geopua.

Janu 3HaTb reHepan-rnonMUMencTepy, M HakKoHeL Ha Apyron AeHb YTpOM
reHepan-nonnumencrep Hawén BOJIKOHCKOro, COBCEM 3aKOCTEHEeNoro, Yy
LLEPKOBHOW CTEHBbI.

Huknty ®épnoposuya npusBesnn BO pABopel, 6e3 4yBCTB, HEABWUXHOro, C
Kpenko 3aXaTbIM rPOLLUNKOM B JIEBOM pyKe.

Ockopb6néHHbI BupoH ckasanca 6onbHbIM M He npubexkan B 3TOT A€Hb K
rocygapsblHe.

AHHa WoaHHOBHa 6bICTPO Xogusa Mo CBOEW onoymBalibHe, OXuaas
pe3ynbTaToB pO3biCKa, KOrAa en A0N0XWIN, YTO KHA39 HUKUTY npueesnu 6e3
YyBCTB.

- [1lpuBecTn B 4yBCTBO! — NpuKasan oHa.

Ho 3To npukasaHune He MOrno 6bITb NCNOJSTHEHO.

Koraa 4yepes3 Heckonbko BpeMeHM AHHa MoaHHOBHa ocBeAOMWUIAChb 4epes
YepHbIWEBY, YTO C KHA3eM HUKUTOWN; el AONOXWUU, YTO OH "KoH4YaeTcs".
FocynapblHA B34ApOrHysa u HaboxHO nepekpectunacb. OHa He oxwujgana
3TOro.

- YTO C HMUM? - cripocusia oHa.

Okasanocb, 4TOo HuknTa OEQOPOBUY, KaK €ro npuBessin, He OTKpbIBan yxe
rnas n Bcé BpeMs nexan 6e3 agBuxeHus, a Tenepb yxe "obupatb cebsa Hauan"
W No nnuy ero "TeHb npowna".

- [okTtopa! - nporosopuna AHHa NoaHHOBHA. — TO eCTb HeT, CBALWEHHUKa —
NpU4YacTUTb ero.

KHA3b HukuMTa OTKpbIl rnasa, koraa ero npuyactunm. OH  CrOKOWMHO
npornotun Ceatble Japbl, caenan MeaneHHblr, 605blLON KpecT Hah coboto u
NnOTOM 3aTuX.

HuKTO He Buaen, Kak M Korga OH CKOHYascs, HO BO BCAKOM Clly4yae 3Ta
KOH4YMHA 6blna Tuxasa u ceetnas. MépTBoe NMLO KHA3S C 3aCTbIBLUEKD, AICHOK U
KPOTKOI YNbIOKOIO roBOpmaIo 06 3TOM.

BONKOHCKMI 6bl1 TaK TOPXECTBEHHO CMOKOeH, Kak 6yaTo C padocCTbio, C
NOSIHbIM CO3HAHMEM CBoero "ocBoboxaeHnsa", 0 KOTOPOM AyMan BCK XWU3Hb U

KOTOPOro TOJIbKO W XAan OT XW3HWU, BCTPETUA CBOKO MNOCNEAHKOHO MUHYTY



30€elHen, 3eMHON, AABHO TaroTmsBlen ero cyetbl. OH Hawén HakKoHeu, 4ero
UCKan, W YCroOKOWACS, MOCTUIHYB TAaWHCTBO CMepTWU. TyT He 6bl1o Huyero
Y>KAQCHOro, HM4Yero CTpalHOro — Xu3Hb 6blfa ropasao y)xacHee u CTpallHee.
ToMneHue ayxa KHA3s8 HUKUTbI NpekpaTtunock, oH 6bin cBob6oaeH Tenepsb.

K Beuepy AHHa MloaHHOBHa nocnana YepHbIWwéBy y3HaTb, YTO C BONKOHCKUM.
YepHbilWéBa 3acTana ero Ha crone. Ero yxe "ybpanu", n ManeHbkas
KOMHaTKa ero nepecrana ObiTb XWNoW; B Hen 6bl10 XONOAHO, Maxso
nagaHoM, cBe4Yamu.

ABootbss MBaHoBHa 6osi1acb MepTBeLoOB, HO nMpu B3rnsge Ha 3Toro,
NnexaBLlero cO CMOXEHHbIMU pyKaMW Ha CTosie, CNOKOMHOro, KpOTKOro, TOYHO
3aCHyBLUEro, 4enoBeka, WX, BepHee, TOoro, 4Yto 6bLJI0 4YenoBeKOM, en
HWCKOJ/IbKO He CTano CTpallHO, U OHa coBceM 6e3 BCAKON poboCcTn nonoxwuna
3eMHOW MNOKJIOH, a 3aTeM rnouesioBana 3aKoCTeHenyrk, yxXe 6e3)XU3HEHHYIO
PYKYy.

OHa BepHynacb kK AHHe WMoaHHOBHe, pacTporaHHasi, B3BOJIHOBaHHass W
CTapawLwancs CKpbiTb CBOE BOJSHEHWE, W, 4TObbl He nyraTb roCyAapbliHU
NpuUCyTCTBMEM MEPTBOro BO ABOpLE, pellnaa He roBOpUTb el O CNy4YUBLLEMCS.
Ho AHHa WNoaHHOBHa aoraganacs.

- KoHuunnca? — cnpocuna oHa.

YepHbiwéBa Monyana.

- KoHuwnncsa, cnpawmeato a9?! — rpo3HO nepecnpocuna rocyaapbiHsa, U craTc-
Aama fo/mkHa 6blia oTBETUTD:

- [al

AHHa MoaHHOBHa ONATb 3axoAusia Nno KOMHaTe.

HakoHeu oHa nogowna K 60nbWOMYy KMOTY € o6pasaMn n rpyaHo onycrmnach
cBomM 6onbWwnM, TSXENbIM TeNoM Ha KoneHa. [lepekpecTuMBLIUCL, OHa
CNOXwWna pykKn U Hayana MoanTbCs, KNnaas 3€MHble NMOKIOHbI.

YepHblWwéEBa NpPUCIOHMMIACb K nedyke u, 60sCb LWeNoXHyTbCHA, MnpuTauna
AblXaHue.

AHHa MoaHHOBHA, NMOKJOHMBLUNCL B nocneaHun pas, He 6e3 Tpyaa BcTana C
KOJIeH 1, OrNsiHYBLWMUCH, KaK 6bl cnpocuia rna3amu YepHbollWéBy:

"AX, Tbl eWwé 3aecb? [1a, Tbl MHE HyXHa".



- Benu, 4ytobbl TaM, y Hero, Bcé xopowo 6bino! — ckazana oHa en. — [la Benu
3aN10XUTb KapeTy W MNpuUroToBUTb B JIeTHEM [ABOpPLE HECKO/IbKO MOKOEeB: 1
CerofHs TaM HOou4ylo.

OHa HWM pa3y B MpoAO/HKEHWE AHA, C TeX MOop KakK el cKasanu, 4YTo KHA3b
Hukuta "KoH4aeTca", He cnpocuna npo bupoHa.

Ha apyroin e aeHb mmnepatpuueto 6bi1 nocnaH HapodHbli B Benosépckoe
nMeHne becTyxeBa C NpuKasaHMeM npueBesTn cbiHa HUKNTbI ®E€nopoBuYa.
AHHa WoaHHOBHa onpegenuna Muwy B TONbKO 4YTO Y4YpexAEéHHbIN et
KaZeTCKUMN KOpnycC M OTHecnacb K HeMy BeCbMa MUOCTUBO.

Bnocneacteum kHA3b Muxamn HUKUTUY BOSIKOHCKMM - reHepan-aHwed wu
BCEX POCCUUCKMX W TMOJbCKUX OpAeHOB KaBanep, 6bl1 U3BECTHbIN
rnaBHokoMaHaywowmim Mockebl BpeMEH wuMnepatTpuubl EkaTtepuHbl II. OH
OT/IMYMIICA B BOMHE C TypKaMu n 3ateM 6bia nocnaH B lMosibly MOSHOMOYHbLIM
MUHUCTPOM. MOTOM OH y4dacTBoBan B noxoae npoTtuB [lpyccun. EkatepuHa II
HasHauyuMna ero CeHaTopoM U CBOMM TreHepan-agbloTaHTOM. Bo Bpems
Mexayuapctema B [lonbwe KHA3b Muxann HWKUTUY, no BbiCOYaULeMy
NOBEJIEHWNIO, BCTYMW/1 B 3Ty 3EMJ/Il0 CO BBEPEHHbIM €My KOpPMycoM W MNOMOr
n3bpaHunto B koponm CrtaHucnasa [loHaToBCckoro. B 1811 roay OH 6bin
Ha3HayeH rnaBHOKOMaHAyLWMM MOCKBbI.

OAVH 13 COBpPEMEHHWKOB TaK OT3bIBAETCH O HEM:

"KHa3b Muxann HuknTtud, ogapéHHbIn OT NpuUpoAbl HEOObIKHOBEHHbLIM YMOM,
nobun 6narogetenbcrtBoBaTtb, Obil1 Benukuim  xnebocon, obxoguTteneH ¢
HU3WWMKN, HO ropa C BpeMeHwMKamu. Mmnepatpuua EkaTtepuHa aBa pasa
Mupuna ero ¢ NoTéMKUHbIM".

NMepBas MbiC/b 0 pasgene lMonbwu npuHagnexut Mmxanny Hukmntuyy. OH xe
COCTaBW/1 MPOEKT O JyylleM yuypexaeHun cyaebHblX MecT U pasgeneHuu
nMnepun Ha rybepHun.

ArpadeHa lNeTpoBHa KOHYMMA CBOU AHU B TUXBUHE.

KHa3b Hukuta ®EnopoBuMY BONKOHCKWMMA MOXOPOHEH psaoM CO  CBOMMMU
poanyamn B bBopoBckoM-PoxaectBeHCKOM-TadHYTUEBOM MOHAcCTbIpe, nNpw
3alnTe KOTOpOro poaHon npaaen ero, Muxamn KOHCTAHTMHOBMY, nan y

camoro rpoba cB. NadpHyTHUA






